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Music
‘ Chrl;Bun ford

About the Cover:
Gunilla’s cross-stitch of a lovely German Shepherd.

Next Edition: The Sexuality Editlon. Tee hee!
Deadline for Submissions: Friday |8th August

Benedlct Coxon, Published: Monday 28th August

Theatre

vs"h” Choupr ; Thinlc On Dit Is mediocre! Bite us. Sit there bitching about how the

articles are too long and the print rubs off on your hands, Betcha you'
own at least two Linkin Parlc CDs. For a more constructive university

experience, send your pearls of wisdom in to ondit@adelaide.edu.au or
call 8303 5404. Remember the Bomfunk MC's and thelrr colossal hit of
“2001Freestyler'? Man that follow up single was a bit shit. Like Gravox;

“Daniel Purvis
Science
. Thomas;Tu
 Vox Pop.
Ar‘\drev‘v‘Flemlng
' ClalreWald
Zmes + Comlcs
hntoW e
Fashio
Snshw thno

Big hugs to: Stan-ny! Stan-ny! Dazz and Toby “Docking” Riddy, Karlie + Sunni,
Purvie Wuryvie, our not mediocre sub-eds, Ben Henschke and Claire Wald woooo,
Respekt to the Central Planning Comittee, Plsces-licious Laura and Evan the
proofing machine, Dan J, Dorothy, Leo G is fabulous, Hannah Frank, Sophie for the
free consultation, Naoml as always, Re:Pete, Potter Is dreamy, Cadillac Printing for
puttin’ up with our switcheroos, everyone at CMAX who's gonna make us wealthy
one day soon, Matthew ‘Not Murali K. Tharulll' Salleh, Baron Schuppan, Jess for
approving our shite layout and the Time Out, Dairy Bell, Serge, Marie Topsecret
(shh), D-bag, Jean-Benolt and the Singapore Massive for the lovely laksa. Whyd'you }
, have to close the sausage sizzle early Dr. Love?
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Michael
The Beach Boys
Pre-faded jeans |
New Zealand

Mediocre

Britney Spears y : Iémkm P.‘";k
Vans _ . Snap pants
Morson Lakes Campus F | . Indonesia
Trying to transfer fo Adelaide . | . Inactive

Paul
‘Hanson
Emo ear tunnels
The Uni SA Whyalla campus
Try-hard
Steve
Backstreet Boys
Emo
Moonta Bay
Below mediocre

i& most mediocre band that you
Ke and are embarrassed to tell

?
most mediocre fashion trend?

Michael
Alanis Marinisel e

ligans and/or vests
Jide

1 Hansan
2 Tihe ame look
3 Pepth, 18 ahole

Alana
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Dear On Dit,

| would like to first of all sate my support for
two of the points raised in Thomas Tu’s letter
(On DitVol. 74.8) :"that selfishness is the crux of
every environmental act” and 2:"stop supporting
stupid ideas because it saves a certain cute of
cuddly creature. Instead, be practical and think of
the future of our existence in practical terms.”
This is excellent advice, and certainly some sort
of starting point for coherent thinking about the
ecological challenges that face us. 1 choose to
interpret Tu's rather ranting article’s message to
be that the final question in terms of the damage
done to the environment is the way this effects
the quality of human existence and the possibility
of a human future.Tu basically states the uniform
motive for environmental action is the issue of
human survival, it is not going to be possible for
life to completely eradicated for humanity or for
the human race to be annihilated (these may be
debatable points, Thomas and { might disagree
on what our capacities in advanced industrialised
society are). Thomas argues incoherently that
there is no real difference between an ecosystem
that can support fish, plants, micro-organisms,

afl the way up to whales and an ecosystem

that only supports an algae bloom. indeed, all

he actually states is that it is still an ecosystem,
that no ecosystem has been destroyed.And that
it is primarlly a human value judgemental to
state that the previous ecosystem represented
anything better or worse, what is more it an
example of human arrogance to feel that death
on such a massive scale is in anyway regrettable,
because the event of extinction is continually
recurring throughout natural history, To feel any
compassion would fundamentally be an act of
selfishness, argues Tu. Fundamentally, Tu seems to
be arguing for some sort of primal innocence on
the part of humans, there Is no difference worth
consldering between the extinction caused by
some unlikely viral epidemic and the extinction

species, just as there'is no difference between
your mother, yourself, and Thomas and a bunch
of bacteria, No difference that is except that

a common instinct for survival and an instinct,
more importantly for the survival of one's genes,
compels you to feel that Thomas is more valuable
than a virus and that taking responsibility for
causing death to a living thing (altruistic feeling

6

caused by habitat loss or the introduction of feral

being merely a survival strategy for social

organisms). Basically, we are part of nature, nature

Is vicious, to the winner the spoils. However, the
letter also seems to suggest that the winners will
ultimately bacteria and other micro-organism
which an clean up our mess and, revitalise the
decay and start again. Hey maybe we're just

here to strip things clean again,Tu would argue
that to think otherwise implies a soul or some
other mysticism, and because no extra-physical
soul exists, the feelings and sensibilities that a
spiritual attitude reveals are illusions, or worse,
survival instincts that have been perverted by

an illuslon and allow basically selfish entities to
purport to be otherwise. Is It selfish, however, to
be concerned for human survival? It would seems
to imply a desire to ethically connect to and
shape something fundamentally beyond oneself
in the forms of the lives of future generations.

It would also suggest a desire to contribute
something to the quality of those lives. Primarily
the very solution,a concern for human survival,
that Thomas suggest can only exist once the self
purely and simply considered is put to onside and
the idea of the self as power for shaping is talken
into consideration, Is the decision to preserve
natural beauty (what Thomas sneeringly derides
as cute) based on the seifishness of imposing
one's mere preference! Or, in fact does the very
recognition of aesthetic value involve recognising
a value beyond one’s self, one which affirms

life in its fullest? If we are to think of ourselves
as nature, not a special segregation thereof, it
seems we have to accept that a certain altruism
is also part of our instinct complex, and that
withering this away by refusing to accept that
our Intelligence makes us more responsible,
more capable of creating one or the other form
of human survival (misery or flourishing), and
ecological richness (misery or flourishing) means
that since “we can only make it (nature) better
or worse for ourselves” we would have already
chosen deny everything which would make it
better, By the way Thomas, it is not selfishness
not to kill an animal because it makes you cry

It Is selfishness to overcome and eliminate the
compassion that makes you cry in order to kill
an animal.This ethical death you seem to exult
by Insinuation would also seem to be the source
of the “mental partition between humans and

- nature” which you so rightly hate.

Brendan De Paor-Moore

OnDIit74.9
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Deer On:Dit,

| am especial friend of your University
publication. Enjoying the printed form of
expression is my own personal enjoyment and |
especial enjoy On Dee.

Your portraits of language are perfectly coy
and there is much to be gained from enjoying
them read type. Especial is to enjoy the amusing
punctuations of late ‘eighties’ cultural diversions
as this is relevant to our current longing, “Hot
diggidee” to be exacting.

| am watching the two girls who autonimous
are leaders of publication. They are of sexual
standard to which approval is much given,
Especial the girl with the glasses and much taste
in retrospective stylistics. Bravo! Her at muchly
delicious to admire! Am also behaved Irresponsibly
towards on girl at blonde hair! To bet!

When it Is published | am admire to benefit:
from your approval, :

You are truly,

Lucan.
f Nl r)"’ "
N

Dear Editor

The US presldent has loosened himself in the .
Middle East much as if he were a bull running |
loosely In a china shop.Why is It that he Is failing :
so singularly to accomplish peace in his “New |
Middle East™? Is it because his disposition Is not
sufficlently Sunni? Or s It because so abundantly
he has Sht'lte for brains?

Sincerely
Bill Priest



. .according
to
“‘*xWalter

too undctdeveloped and whcn | tried to take mone
outat the ATM it said | was 10,000 dollars in debt wh
_wasn't. The strects are hatd to navigate, the people all have
large hands and the pastics are real. bad: Having said that,
there's a plinetarium around the corner from the shopping
- centre which kinda ‘tedgems Mawson Lakes. A bi ‘
Not really. L

Sigh--Why.bother D|c1mwo| ks Why fr caking bother. Youl can 't pOSSIb|y
compete with-the juggernaut Shrek franchise. O Finding Nemo. O| Cars. Or
anything that wasn't cutesy horseys frolicking around for an hou: feeling human,:
émation for the first time and lcaiming leadership qmlmcs and all.chat stuff. Horses 4
dont talk. they, don't have feclings and they certainly aren't affiliated with the studio
that made;Shark Tale, - Horses don't know how:ta love, Hollywood: Get aver ic..




Qana raid intensifies calls for peace
- Israel has suspended air strikes in southern Lebanon after
a bombing rald In the village of Qana which left at least 54
civilians, including 37 children, dead. The victims had taken

refuge in a basement when a bomb hit the building killing | 8

many outright and [eaving others trapped under rubble and
debris. Only one child survived. Israel has stated that they

Could bananas be Howard’s kryptonite?

Interest rates are apparently set to rise again, due to
the rapid rate of infladon. Soaring petrol prices and the
high cost of stuff like bananas have caused the annual rate
of inflation to increase to 4%, and anyone who has ever
done any economics will know that governments don't
like anything higher than 3%. If rates do rise, it will be the
third time since the last election. As Howard promised
that f elected, he would keep interest rates down at all
costs, many are wondering how he is going to wriggle
out of this one. The man himself doesn’t appear to be
worried, and has confirmed that he will remain Liberal
leader for the foreseeable future.

did not believe civillans would be present in the building
| they targeted. The attack heightened international demands
for a ceasefire, and resuited in Israel agreeing to a 48 hour
suspension of hostilities in the region.The raid also caused the
Lebanese government to call off talks with Condoleezza Rice,
who was informed that she will not be welcome in the country
until a ceasefire has been implemented. Israeli bombardment
| of the rest of Lebanon continues, as does Hezbollah's rocket
attacks against Israel. [srael and the Lebanese militant group
| Hezbollah have been at war with each other for three weeks,
during which time 5| Israelis and at least 545 Lebanese have

Bhakespeare got it wrong = |

Denmark is the happiest country in the world,
according to Adrian White. The social psychologist = |

| i, RAORL 8 [P T ) _ compiled a ‘happiness report’ based on data from 178
B il countries and 100 other global studies. irag wasn't . |
Aoz egibha _included in the study, along with other nations involved |
“in armed conflicts. After Denmark came Switzerland, |

Austria, Iceland and the Bahamas. Burundi was the most
_unhappy country in the world, and for those of you |

wondering, the United States came 23" and Australia

26 At last. absolute proof that in fact nothing is rotten -

in the state of Denmark. =5 ’
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edible; unblased mfon mation 1nd quall y
ainnient? We loolk b1ck ata few.of the evcnts
make the media whnt they are today

presenter and her self-obsessuon 'ne“lcgendmy.‘:.
Allegedly mcwp’xble of : conducting -interviews
i herself, Rabson's tole consists solely.of top- 1 d
 the yems In  tailing stories about shonlky. bu|ldc«s and
rage length of . diet pills, while slagging off het

Centre for

Water : Qur Future

Call to Mathematics, Engineering, Pure and Applied Science students.

Apply for an Australian Postgraduate Award Scholarship
Phd/Master in Engineering, Centre for Water Research (CWR)

|| University of Western Australia

|| CWRis internationally recognised for research in the area of sustainable management of water resources. As a
result of several ongoing international projects, CWR is pleased to offer the following topics for PhD study:

1. Computational self learning algorithm development for water resources
2. Interaction between physical and ecological space and time scales in aquatic systems
3. Determining measures of well being for human, terrestrial and aguatic systems

(a number of other project topics are available)

Applications are invited from Australian residents and citizens with at least an honours degree (1st or upper 2nd
class) In engineering, mathematics, or applied science.

Scholarships close 31/10/08. For further information please contact Ms Annie Mose, Manager, Centre for Water
Research Email: mose@oewr.uwa.edu.au or to make a time with Professor Imberger during his visit in September

please contact Ms. Lim :lim@cwr.uwa.edu.au
Website: www,cwr.uwa.edu.au




hlch Lowill call ‘mongrel. arguments’.: This Is ‘an"insultto  dogs, These
: -arguments are Belng run more and more,- Left wing activists argue that thase
rguments, have been fostered by john Howard, with his pandering towards
he Australian. racist attitude; There Is; of colirsé, no way to decide whether

= merely nade the publication of such attitudes more acceptable;

"There ‘have  been ‘a number. of examples of fmongrel arguments; . The
- Tollowing [exhibit Al comes. fron the letters page of The Age, Monday.July.24
2006;

We are con;tantly told by the:Government that-if you cannot afford travel
insiirarice, you' cannot afford to:travel.” Now. the-Government is going to pay
the'repatriation expenses of all Australians fleelng L.ebanon who do:not have
travel insurahce; This Is. tantamount to rewarding foolhardiness. Yet: many of
these same people accuse the Government of treating them as.second class
citizens: An ‘odd way to show your gratitude.

{Name not supplied),

‘ Other examples-have facused on the fact that a large.number of Australians
“ trapped In Labahon have dual citizenships. . [Exhibit 8] In a letter (again in: The
Age) o Friday July 21, a:correspondent complalned that these dual nationals
.- Warnted-to live in the pre-war'idyllic Lebanon but as soon as the bombs started
“landing eried out for Australia to help them: These sporigers didn’t want tolive
in Australig, but wanted the benefits of being Australian, and otherGeod orily
* knows benefits’, such as pensions etc. Another correspondent [exhibit CJ in
the Sydriey Morning Herald on VWedniesday 26 July 2006, thinks that dual citizens
can blame problems in one:cauntry on the inability of the other' (Australia) to
“ “help them, YWhen there are:no problems, the citizen can'live In their preferred
“rountry and reap the rewards-of the social. security .of Australia, Then there
s the call from some that these dual nationalitles should first be helped by
Lebanion, who are In the best position to help them.
" :We need to look at the ability to reason demonstrated here, It must he
noted that these. correspondents are merely expressing an opinlon so we
#should-not expect a close detalled ‘analysls. Nor: should they be criticised
for not providing-one,~ Having said that, however, the attitude they are
-expressing needs some careful reflection and it's a pity that they did not do
this themselves. But | guess war does strange things to people.

In_exhibit A the correspondent makes a simple categorical mistake. This
should be familiar to all the'recent graduates (and previous graduates) of
Argument and. Critlcal Thinking, The author assumes that the same people
being funded by the Government are the same people complaining about the
Governmient treating them as second-class citizens. A simple mistake we can
* demonstrate as follows;

SomeAs are Bs (A:people without travel insurance, B: people being rescued
by the government) '

“eriticlsing the Government for treating them as second class citizéns)
So:SomeAdsaC,
: This is the' form of ‘the argument, but to write it out in detail; some
. -people without travel insurance are being rescued by the Government; somé
people being. rescued by the. Government are criticizing the Government,
“for treating them like second-class citizens; therefore, some people without
‘travel insurance are criticising the Government for treating them like second
- ielass cltizens: Well, let’s replace A, B and C with other categories to show; by
-analogy, that the argument.is flawed, If we take A to b Cats, B, to be-animals
with fur-and C to be Dogs we end up ‘with the following argument.
“Some Cats (A) are animals with fur (B) [True, since there are hairless

cats]
" Some aninals with fu (B) are Dogs [true]
So'sofne Cats are Dogs. [false]
In ‘exhibic B, the carrespondent calls onGod's knowledge as evidence that
His:¢laimns are correct.. | suspect this.is because he is making It. up:- if he had
evidence that. these people actually. were- drawing Australian”pensions -he
sholild present that rather than rely upon the knowledge of the almighty! ‘A
“thems developed In Exhibit C, who thinks:that holding two nationalities Is
sltting on the fence’. Whether pointing this out to’people‘in Melbourne and
ydney from the pages ‘of 2 student-newspaper in Adelalde: does' more than
emonstrate-how good |.am at'developing arguments by analogy | don't kinow.
suspect It does no. more than thatyto be honest.

The confhct in Lebanon has thrown out some new, mediocrs; arguments, :

Mr Howard's actions:have brought about a proliferation .of this attitude, or -

Some Bs 15 a"Cs’ (B; people belng rescued by the government: C; people’

involved the individual thinks of one or more of the fo||ow|ng
I.:Mongrels:first caleulate the burden on the taxpayer when thinking about

@ person In distress,

2; Mongrels find: any, excuse to blame individuals for their situation, or
consider that they contributed to their situation by leaving it to chance that
they would 'survive.

3. Blame othernations for the situation.

4. Find any excuse to:think that those affected should be helped first by
someone else.

5. Think: that‘people owe allegiance to'their nations and that nations owe
nothing to their citizens.

At least one of these attributes has been demonstrated by correspondents
and commentators about those trapped in Lebanon. Is this sufficient to make
them a mongrel, or do we require more than a single characteristic before
we label'a person a mongrel? Well, consider the people who complain that
Lebanese Australians should not expect help from Australla because they

I chose tolive in the Lebanon, rather than Australla.: Here no thought is given

to the suffering of those Involved. Only towards the victim'’s role In thelr own
situation. This is called “blaming the victim’! and It is sufficient to indicate that
the proponent:of such a view is a mongrel. ‘

Then we -have the criticism that these Lebanese Australians have dual
citizenship. What this last ¢laim Is supposed to mean | have no idea. Should
the factthat a person can carry two passports mean that both natlons have
a.reduced burden towards that Individual? - Oh yes, nations carry no burden
towards citizens. Perhaps having dual nationality means that you can only rely
on reduced support In times of need.

Here's an odd Idéa. " 'As a citizen -of Australia, an Individual votes for
the -particular candidate s/he wishes, based on that candidate’s fit with
thelr politics.” The successful MP then represents all members .of her/his
electorate in Parllament.- As such, the MP acts on behalf of all members of
their electorate.. The party with a majority forms.a Government and runs
Australia in accordance with its own policies (as put forward in the election
[though this gets forgotten within two weeks]). This Government In turn

- represents all electorates, not just the ones voting for it (This too has been

forgotten). If so, then the Government works for the good of the electorate,
which means' that nations do owe something to- citizens; nations do bear a
burden to look after citizens abroad, even when that citizen has not taken out
holiday insurance, To claim that Individuals should take out holiday insurance
because the Government has no burden to assist citizens in a disaster zone
Is-just a mistake.

But what of citizens living abroad who do not participate in any election?
Is the worry that these people claim an obligation from society when they do
not fulfil thelr-own to society!" This has some |egs but who has the power
here to change the situation? Not the Indlvidual,
Until we make it compulsory for all Australians
to vote, no matter where they are, focusing
on ‘the individual seems again to be
blaming the victlm,

Andrew ] Turner

John: Howardiwants to-in

day: that elect]ons
tu be paltubu]ally d"

OnDIit74.9

I've Feally déne is atrack their argiihents. Arguments | 'said we should allow

* them to make, [t 18 time, | think to. state what exdctly |'mean by ‘mongref’.

L think ‘&’ mongrel attitude is; demonstrated in’situations- where- people-are

S0 ‘catight up in disasters, whether they be natural (such. as tsunamis)-or:man
o made (sueh as wars): when Instead of .considering the suffering of those
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On Thursday evening, a pile of anonymous ‘antl-Semitic leaflets were left
outside the Barr Smith library, propagandising against the so-called ‘jewlsh
problem’, These leaflets claimed that, ‘No force In recent times has been a
larger threat to peace then [sic] that of a small group of anarchists: the Jews’,
then alleged how the troubles of the Middle East reglon could be ‘attributed
- directly or indirectly to Jewish influence’. The equation with the actions of
the Israell government with that of all Jewish people and the propagation of
the clalm that the Jews are a destructive force at the centre of the world's
- problems are traditional anti-Semitic themes that have been claimed by racists
and fasclsts for many years and in the advent of the current Israeli invasion of
Lebanon, look likely to flare up yet again. However one must realise that there
Is a difference between criticism of the Israell government for its military and
domestic aggression and that of the inherently racist persecution of Jews,

i+, This becomes Just another Issue for the organised far right and the populist

racists here, and overseas, to exploit to create fear, distrust and hatred against
a minority.

This brief article is not going to go into the detalls of anti-Semitism and
the long-standing argument over Israel, exploited by racists and fascists to
harass Jews.What concerns the author s the general rise of racist sentiment
In Australia and the fact that any form of racial hatred or bigotry, which
anti-Semitism Inherently is, has been alfowed to ferment in a soclety that
hypocritically prides itself on its ‘multiculturalism’. In recent years, racist
attitudes and claims have been made by various aspects of mainstream
Australian soclety against varlous people who have come to or lived In
Australia - Muslims, refugees, Lebanese youth, Indonestans, indigenous peoples
— to name but a few, although other immigrants and ethnic minorities have
not escaped harassment or raclal slurs. In the first years of the twenty-first
century, Australlan soclety, through state institutions, the mainstream media

. and public opinion, have explicitly, as well as implicitly, demonised various racial,
natlonal and ethnic groups and a push has been made by the same accusers
for the construction of some kind of 'national identity’ or ‘Australianess’,
which would look to enforce integration or exclusion from the structures of
Australian society.

There must be resistance to this push for national hegemony as advocated
by the raclsts and the populists. The term ‘un-Australian’ must be disowned
and universal human rights must not be appropriated as ‘core Australian
values' that disregard cultural plurality for what the white, Christlan and
male institutional leaders have deemed as favourable to integration into
Australian soclety. All forms of racial discrimination or vilification at any level
must be opposed - in government, In the medla, In the workplace, in public,
everywhere.

This Is not an argument for mere tolerance, It is more than Just sloganeering
that we all belong to one race and therefore must get along In a humanistic
fashion, Arguments of tolerance are blindly pushed by some, but appeals to
human kindness will not change the mind of a steadfast racist. It s also not an
argument over numbers of Immigrants or assimilation into white Australian
soclety, This inherently blames the immigrant for the problems of society. The
struggle against racism Is to be democratic, liberal and humane, but at its very
essance is also against the capitalist and patriarchal structures of society that
depend on divisions within soclety and reproduce the racist opinions for its
own continuation. Modern capitalist society is not the only catalyst for the
continuing spread of racism, but It does inherently benefit from it. One cannot

“ promote the ideal of reforming or modifying capitalism and then assume that

» racism will disappear.The struggle against racism Is an Immediate struggle that
. affects everybody and not Just those who come from a differing raclal, natlonal
or ethnic background. Anti-racism begins with the individual, but we must
: work as a society to destroy It

This may sound llke a distant and unreachable Ideal, but there are some
"~ Immediate steps to counter raclsm, however small they may seem,

1) Write a letter to your MP and state to them your opinion on the
vilification of the current Liberal government of migrants
and minorities. State that you are in favour of a
" multi-cuttural Australia that does not tolerate

any forms of racial discrimination. If your MP is not

a Liberal member (or one of its coalition parties),
demand that their party put forward a stance of
anti-racism, acceptance of cultural diversicy and
‘humane treatment of ali those who wish to
migrate to Australia,

2) If you see something overtly racist or

portraying 2 minority in a negative light in a
newspaper or other publication, write a letter to the
edltor condemning this racism. If you do not want your letter
publlshed, please specify this In the letter.

3) If you hear something racist in the classroom, lecture or tutorfal,
take a stand against it.The promotion of racist Ideas is not for the learning

environment, which should promote a stand against raclsm, sexism and
homophobia.

4) If you see or hear any form of raclal discrimination or harassment in the
workplace, please report it. If you are employed somewhere where there are
migrants or other minorities, encourage them to join thelr union. If you have
not joined your union, please do so. Union reps should be there to take Issues
like this in the workplace,

5) If you see racist graffiti, take the time to make it unreadable. If there are
racist stickers or flyers posted, attempt to take them down.

6) JoIn organisations such as Amnesty International.Volunteer to help out
with antl-racist campaigns or take part in the next demonstration against
raclsm, such as those agalnst the detalnment of refugees.

These are merely a few things that you can do to help in the struggle
against racism in Australian society, It Is not a definitive gulde by any means.
Look on the Internet for other campaigns and organisations that are involved
in the anti-racist struggle, Anti-racism starts with you,

"Once again racialism Is back. It Is growing where It is not challenged.
And challenged it must be. For when racialists rule, millions die”

g )

—Temporary Hoarding, September 1977
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[SRAEL v THE MIDDLE-EASTERN STATES:

It's a miserable tale, the Middle East-Israeli conflict. It is a never-endlng
war that began literally in ‘Biblical' times and will probably come to an end
when human civilisation does. To me this situation is one of the saddest
examples of the failing of human nature; when we encounter a wall, we
smash against it with our fists rather than climbing it or going around.
It's hard to write about this without taking a side; almost every single
publication | have ever read has either sided with the Israelis or with the
various Arab groups involved. I'll attempt to sum up my view of the current
situation without blaming a single group because personally | believe that
the situation is one in which the participants are both blameless and
universally culpable; I'll explain that later.

This latest upset between Israel and Lebanon has come about because
Hezbollah, a Shi'ite Islamist movement ostensibly set up to protect Arab
land from Israeli invasion, reportedly captured two Israeli soldfers to use
as hostages in an effort to force a prisoner swap' — Israeli jails currently
hold thousands of Lebanese and Palestinian prisaners, including roughly 100
women and 300 children, some belng denied trial for years.? It is difficult
to say whether Hezbollah wished to simply free some of its own militants
from Israeli jails or whether it meant to free civilian prisoners. Shortly
after Hezbollah captured the Israeli soldiers, Ehud Olmert, the Prime
Minister of Isiael, declared that this abduction was an ‘act of war’,? and sent
ground troops into Lebanon.The situation has escalated to the extent that
Australian political figures (who are generally sympathetic towards lsrael)
such as Tim Fischer have accused the Israeli military of targeting civilian
Infrastructure, such as ambulances and even the civilians themselves.* The

UN is desperately pushing for a ceasefire to prevent the civilian casualties §
from rising even further. There are also allegations, shocking if true, that

Israel deliberately targeted 2 UN outpost, killing four UN observers.®
Various media outlets Including the BBC and Al-Jazeera reported that
Kofi Annan mentioned the attacks as being “apparently deliberate™.® A
UN official also proclaimed that the Israeli offensive may be in violation of
international law,’ giving rise to comparisons with Hlegal terrorist action.
Looks pretty bad for Israel so far doesn't it/ However, before one
unilaterally condemns them for their actions, it should be said that
a country does have the right to defend itself against attacks under

international law, as long as the defence is proportionate to the attack, and §

does not target civilians® - Israel has argued that MHezbollah uses civilian
housing as weaponry depositories, and this negates the damage done to
civilian infrastructure,” The problem Israel faces and appears to have dealt
with poorly, Is that Hezbollah is not an established ‘military’ as such, but

rather a militia based military/political/religious hybrid, having both a loyal §
army, a religious mission and a political wing (in a similar set up to the
IRA without the Marxist background). It is also true that Hezbollah and

other similar militias employ tactics that can be construed as tactically
endangering civillans to further their aims, such as storing weaponry in
civilian housing to force Israel to target such areas.'® Hezbollah is accused

by Israel and the US of hiding behind its civiians.!! it has been reported |
that Hezbollah actions in the past have involved suicide attacks targeting f
civilians by men, women and even children, although It has supposedly [

moved away from these tactics since the early [990%.'? Israel has also been

pamphlet dropping to warn civilians of their strikes in advance; indicating §
| that the country has taken some small measures (which have proved f

woefully inadequate) to limit civilian casualties. Hezbollah does, however,

provide schools and hospitals for the Lebanese civilian population."
| The fact remains, however, that both Hezbollah and Israel are tit-for-tat |
recklessly causing the deaths of civillans, Hezbollah, much like many Arab [
] military/politicalireligious hybrid militias in the area, is founded on a bellef [

n supposedly Islamic fundamentalist principles, Likew:se the State of Israel

holds much importance for many orthodox ]ews (as well as more secular [
| Jews) because it Is the eplcentre of their religion,a nation gifted to them by |
1 God. The big problem with governing bodies that run along such fanatical [
theocratic lines Is that generally these groups will not put much stock in §

| international law or multilateral condemnation unless it suits them;after all

4 the nature of fundamentalism gives paramount obedience to their God's
aw, which is considered supreme to any other.

Violence perpetuates violence. This is an observation justified by history.

| VVorld War 1 begat World War lI, the Crusades gave theocratic religious

| fanatics ammunition to brainwash their followers in the modern age, the
Coalltion's invasion of lraq lit the fuse for the stick of dynamite that is the

the Never-ending Story?

r not, the creation of the modern State of Israel post World War Wl gave
the surrounding Arab nations an excuse to want the Israelis ‘pushed into |
the sea', as the saying goes. The Israelis and the Palestinians both have a
historical claim to the area currently known as Israel, Israel is supported by
the USA and the Palestinians and Lebanese are supported by groups such
as Hamas, Hezbollah, and various other political militia groups that are in
turn sponsored by governments including Syria and Iran, So both groups
have powerful allles. The battleground between Israeli and the various
Arab groups has historically taken place in Lebanon, Palestine and Israel
itself. Both sides have killed civilians, both sides are motivated by religious
convictions, and both sides are at the mercy of the propaganda systems of ;
thelr respective elites.

To me, there is no sense in arguing that ‘lsrael was there first’ or 'the
Arabs were there first', firstly because there is no practical application;
neither the Israelis nor the Arabs are going to pack up and leave through

{ the force of any argument, ratlonal or otherwise.As well as this, argument

along these lines dehumanifies a particular race or group as ‘the bad guys’,
who have inferior rights to the ‘good guys', which is a sure-fire way to piss
people off. It's an argument that can't be wan, because It can't really be sold
to the opposition, They're both there, move on. Saying that ‘all Israelis as
a people are land-grabbers who are responsible for the dead Palestinian
children’ or ‘all Palestinians as a people are responsible for anti-Semitism
and the murder of Israeli civilians' is a degrading, pointiess generalisation
which better serves political grandstanding rather than a real solution, if |
one were to blame the political elites (I include Hezbollah in this term) for

the killings, | would be more sympathetic; political elites can influence how

{ the general population perceives events (Hello"queue jumpers”}). However

you cannot blame one government for the killings without blaming the
other, because both governments have similar motivation, have arguably
committed war crimes, and are equally complicit in perpetuating hatred,
Removing or replacing either of these dominant political groups would
likely solve nothing; sure Israel could occupy and dominate Hezbollah (|

| have no doubt that, if put In a dominant position, Hezbollah’s backers would
4 do exactly the same thing, if not worse, than a public-oplnion conscious

Israel is now) but the people’s hatred would still be there, because it's
developed like a snowball rolling down a hill; a single push 4000 or so years
ago has become an unstoppable cultural juggernaut that annihilates reason
and sense.This dynamic can be seen In all aspects of human behaviour; the
‘herd mentality’, present In peer pressure, fashion, palitical beliefs, music,
basically all aspects of human culture, Only If the respective governments
and political groups Involved begin ‘re-educating’ their people to accept

A each other will there be any real lasting peace.This, however, would require

an abandonment of the ‘manifest destiny' political and religious mentality of
both sides;an unlikely thing in the current climate.

There are obviously semantic- distinctions that can be made of the
differences between the religious beliefs of the two sides, but the real
issue Is that the oligarchic elite (the governments and the educated) of
the Arab states and Israel are clashing because of their similar mindsets,
the major feature of which Is the desire for the complete subjugation or
annihilation of the other.As a result, civillans are caught up in the hatred and
recrimination that ensues. And the cycle perpetuates itself, It goes further

4 though; even the politicians are victims of the fanatical hatred that Is built up

over thousands of years of persecution and conflict. After all, politicians are
talken from the general public; therefore they are victims of cultural norms
just as much as anyone else. Like | sald before, it's a snowball. This Is why |
say this conflict is both universally blameworthy and blameless, because the
people are perpetuating the conflict yet the conflict is perpetuated by no
individual, consclous action. Much like capitalism, the nation-state, religion,
our criminal justice system and varlous other artificial social machinery,
cultural influence operates so that even the main players are still subject

| to the machine.This can be both a wonderful and terrible process;a happy,

egalitarian, productive society that is trained In the need for intelligent
conslderation of issues Is the utopian ideal of human success over our

§ animal instincts, but a weakness of modern hierarchal political structure

is exposed through the failure of reason to overcome cultural pressure in
situations such as these. '

If the vast civilian majority of both groups somehow manage to resist
the cultural imprint of thousands of years of hatred and warfare and use
reason to compromise then a peaceful resolution has a chance, | get the
feeling, however, that there are dominant political groups on both sides who



don’t want this to happen, and unconsciously

1 consciously work to prevent this from happening,
because it renders them effectively useless.VWhat's
the point of being a ‘Hawk' if everybody can

get along? In conclusion, the Israel/Arab states p

conflict is not as simple as tunnel visioned right
and left wing ideologues want to make it; talking
about these groups of people as if they are united,
malevolent forces of evil rather than simple
] human beings caught up in a cultural phenomenon
is akin to the outdated and illogical racism that has
formed a part of the greater conflict. There’s a ton

| more that could be said about the greater political f

motives of Israel and Hezbollah, but | think I've
reached my word limit...an article perhaps for

%4l another person or another day. The only way th

J conflict will ever end without the elimination of
| entire nations is if the peoples involved can break
free of millennia of hatred and resentment and

 accept that the world is not black and white, That §

goes for us onlookers, too. Easier said than done.
Michael Adams
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travelling in Israel & Egypt.

this article is an opinion piece written as an email to On Dit from a former student

1 am golng to write this emall to let you know that perhaps what you see

" in the media and what you have heard about the war in Lebanon and Israel is

not always accurate,While some of this may sound like my opinion, most of

what | am going to write is just the truth, as | have experienced while visiting

{srael during what has now escalated into a war,| flew to Israel nine days ago,
more or less a week after the firing began between the two countries.

Flying to Israel during this time was perhaps the best decision | have made
in a long time. It put a lot of things into perspective and made me realise
what we see on the television represents nothing of what life is like for the
citizens of [srael, More or less life goes on. | went to the beach, partied in
Tel Avly, walked around Jerusalem, floated in the Dead Sea.The people here
are kind and friendly, have a great sense of humour and extend themselves in
any way possible.They act just like my friends do at home, drinking, smoking,
wondering what to do with their life. At first glance, there s no difference
between the people of Israel and Australia, However, an Israell cannot go
peacefully to many places in their own country, such as parts of Jerusalem,
for fear of terrorism and even though Egypt Is their nelghbouring country,
few Israelis will travel here because there Is 2 constant chance they may be
kidnapped. As for the other countries they border, such as Syria, Lebanon,
and any other country with Muslim faith the option is completely out of the
question,

Not only that, but when they travel outside their territory, In Europe,Asia,
South America, | have seen many times an Israeli searched and treated badly
simply because of their nationality.As an Australian, that is welcomed In any
part of the world with happy curiosity and without prejudice, | cannot help
but feel bad for the young people of Israel that are persecuted everyday, even
though more or less we have the same values and upbringing,are of the same
age and share the same easy going outlook on life.

Further, Israel accepts that it will probably never generate Income from
tourism like other countries can, despite the fact It has a unique beauty not
found in other parts of the world. The mystic Dead Sea, its lovely beaches
on the Mediterranean coast, the quaint city of Jerusalem with its historical
significance, Eilat-on the Red Sea, a town buried in the desert and perfect
place to Scuba dive,and the beauty of the North suggest there could be huge
potential for tourism. But [sraeli people know that any promotion of tourism
will be met with fear and apprehension and therefore they must finance their
infrastructure and economy themselves, Further, while every other Western

All opinions expressed herein are that of the author.
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first and second world country bids for Olympics, the World Cup, etc,
despite the fact Israel participates in all these events, it would be out of the
question for their country to even consider hosting such events, and the
people here don't begrudge this, they just accept it.

Yet the people of Israel are not terrorists. They are not even religious
fundamentalists that want everyone to convert to Judalsm.The majority of
people living in Tel Aviy, Eliat and other places in Israel, even Jerusalem, do
not necessarily consider themselves Jewish. They are peaceful people and
most of their food is Arabic, many words they use are Arabic and in general,
Arabic people are welcome in Israel, and five comfortably. The question Is
why then, does the rest of the world blame Israel for what is happening
right now?

| realised that Australians cannot really appreclate how a war begins,
We are an Island natlon and the risk of Invasion remains low, because to
fire missiles you need close range, unless you have powerful weapons.
Obviously any boats firing at Australia would stand little chance, and as for
the chance of ground forces moving In, they need to land somewhere to
begin such an attack.

However, Israel is a small country, the only non-Muslim country buried in
the Middle East, Nineteen days ago, Hezbollah kidnapped two soldlers and
fired missiles into Northern Israel, | ask what Australla would do, if two of
our soldiers were kidnapped and missiles fired from Indonesia into Darwin,
for example.Would the public sit back and let it happen? No. Israel had no
chance but to respond and defend their country, and their people,

Lucklly Israel has a strong army, because all young people here must go
to the army, boys for three years, glrls for two. Unfortunately, glven thelr
geographic location they have no cholce but to prepare in case of war.
Instead of being able to invest money into Infrastructure the are forced to
spend money on tralning armies, and the new but basic apartments, office
bulldings, shopping malls and sporadic development within the large citles,
demonstrate the result of this burden, even though Israel is more or less a
first world nation,They do not have an army with the Intention of training
troops to invade other countries, only for purposes of defence, Everyday
Israelis must defend themselves against suicide bombers, terrorism and It
is constantly fighting Palestine and In the West Bank, for Its right to live
in peace. | won't comment further about the fighting In Gaza and the
West Bank mainly due to my lack of knowledge, except to mention that
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operations there are usually designed to capture known or suspected
terrorists, and while the Palestinian people suffer, it is like Lebanon now, the
people there are suffering due to Hezbollah and their terrorist efforts, not
because Israel wants to destroy the Lebanese people.

Further, the focus has been on how Israel is destroying Lebanon, Little
has been mentioned about the destruction in Northern Israel, how | have
met several people forced to flee their homes, due to the constant rain of
missiles. While Hezbollah missles may not be as destructive, they have still
caused life to cease in these areas, business is closed, children can’t go to
school, and those left have not fled South to Tel Aviv or Eilat have to sit in
bomb shelters as more missiles come. Obviously, Israel wants to restore
peace in the North, and the only way to do this is to locate and destroy
Hezbollahs missile launching sites, many of which happen to be In suburban
areas.

Remember, Israel is fighting a war on terrorism, for its country, but aiso
for the whole world. There is no denying Australla, America and all other
Western nations live in fear of terrorism and are united in their fight against
it. But instead of realising Israel is doing work for them, they are meekly
criticising thelr efforts which ultimately will leave us in a better position.
Unfortunately Israel did kill 4 UN workers. However, claims that this was
intentional are somewhat ridiculous. As my Israeli friend said,*) think Israel
has enough problems at the moment without having to intentionally kill 4
UN workers'. | mean, does anyone see why Israel would have cause to do
this? Further, you can ask any Israell and | guarantee they will not say a bad
thing about the Lebanese people. They also feel sorry for their position that
Hezbollah forced them in to.

Israel and its people have been persecuted for years, dating back to biblical
times, the history alone shows how the people were banished twice from
there home land before finally returning after World War ll. And, ironically
this return was only Instigated as a result to one of the worst genocide In
history, the Holocaust and attempted destruction of Jewish people.

Yet during and even after the wan, little effort was made to help the Jewlish
people, so they found their own place in Israel, following their religious
beliefs, | also remember the Gulf War. Actually | was ten, and | remember
{embarrassingly) being upset that my cartoons weren't on TV because of
the constant news coverage. | was reminded Just yesterday how different
my life has been to a young Israeli. One of my Israeli friends asked me what
the 1990s meant to me.

| sald fluorescent clothing and poofy boys' hairstyles, They said the Gulf
War, For those that don’t know or remember, because Iraq wanted to get
even with America, but couldn't fire missiles that far, they decided to invade
America's allies, Israel. Israel did nothing to warrant such an attack and as a
result America fought this war for them. However,Tel Aviv was bombed and
these Israell boys my age remember being ten, and waiting with friends and
family In bomb shelters every time another raid was announced. | found it
hard to believe in such modern times we could have led such different lives
while growing up.

Yet, the Israell people have a good sense of humour. They told me
stories that during the Gulf War, when Iraq announced they might also
send chemical bombs to Israel, all adults and children were issued with a
protective masl.

They had to carry it to school, everywhere they went, usually in a
box. One day, two people told me this separately, for school craft, they
got to decorate their mask boxes to take home and show their parents.
Later, marketing took over and your mask carrylng bag became a fashlon
accessory and ones of various colours could be purchased if you wanted to
look ‘extra cool'.The sheer ludicrousness of this recount made us fall about
laughing, but still deep down | was glad | never had to encounter any of this
when | was growing up.

Finally the worst part. Israel is strong, but Hezbollah is clever and firing
missiles to stop them is not enough. The only way to top Hezbollah, with
as few clvillan casualties as possible Is to send in [sraeli ground forces.
Hezbollah knows this and as a result has booby trapped all entrances.
Three days ago, already 12 young Israelis soldiers were killed, Again | ask,
why now, in this day and age why are young people still dylng as a result of
war! | watched the Israell Minister of Defence address the natlon and say
that the soldiers did not die in vain, but will be remembered in history. Sadly,
| think they will not and yet, it will not end here. Israel has to call its reserve
soldiers, and announced that it will be conducting a national draft. My lsraeli
friend Michael Is 22, as are many of his friends from the army | met, the and
right now they walt every day for a letter or phone call, which will surely
come, due to thelr age, and level of tralning to say it's thelr turn to go fight
and to sit next to him and watch him, while he sees the news and watches
as twelve Israell soldier hls age have just died, and that there s some good

chance he or his friends might be next is surreal. Such an idea is Incomprehensible
to me, ! can’t imagine any of my Australian guy friends between 20-30 waiting to
see if they will have to throw away their studies, their jobs, their travel plans and
their weekends of drinking and partying to risk their lives in a war that they did
not even start.

I lived with Michael's family for only a week and met countless other families
and people through him. Israelis are warm, friendly and down to earth.They watch
sadly as yet again their country is under fire, not only from Hezbollah, but the
majority of the outside world through condemnation of their actions. Again they
know, when peace had been so close, they have been set back once again. But
they don't want pity. They accept their fate, and think about it, can you recall an
israeli hating you for your thoughts or opinions. | don’t remember ever meeting
an Israeli person who openly retaliates against people’s view. Israeli people train
in the army, then they travel, they study, they try to live normal lives despite even
now when their country is at war. They love thelr families, they love dogs, their
ancestors are a mixture of Polish, Russian, Italian, Turkish, Ethioplan, German,
French etc,and the Israeli people are more than accepting as a result. They pulled
out of Lebanon once, 8 or so years ago, and now they have been forced to go
back and now people my age face a horrible reality that makes me question once
again whether we ever learn anything, whether peace is only a beautifuf illusion,
and how many times must history repeat Itself before we realise that warfare
and terrorism is not black and white and also that casting dispersions can be
misguided and dangerous.

Perhaps you see this as propaganda and think | have been brainwashed by Israeli
people. But | wrote this myself, happily and hope that the friends | am sending this
to will trust and believe what | saw and wrote, more than what might be reported
on National Nine News In Australia. | wont pretend Israel is perfect, | mean you
can’t get a Cheeseburger at McDonalds (OK you have to ask for cheese, It's not
Kosher to mix meat with milk products), | was stung by a jellyfish and sometimes
watching war planes and helicopters fly over every five minutes while sitting on
the beach slightly Interrupted my tanning. Anyway, ! think you get my point! Let's
Just hope a cease fire comes soon, for the Lebanese and the Israeli people.

Rhiannon Monks
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A little bit of anecdotal anthropology: someone,
a very acute and even startling observer of the
human condition, and, therefore, a valuable agent
against mediocrity, once told me this: that images
are the purest form of unrequited love. No, not
that to be in love with an Image Is the purest
form of unrequited love, but that images are the
purest form of unrequited love. After all if one
is in love with an image, a ‘matinee icon’ ora
I photograph or a painting, it absorbs that psychic
: ! relatlonship into itself, the love becomes the
¥ image, the image becomes the love, as though
B it was through the pain of love without answer
5 that you perceived the image. Because the image
" is the answer to the call that is love, the image is
[ also the image of the absence that provokes the
I call as well as being that which is love. It is love
¥ that Is no longer yours, yet which never leaves
‘ ] the realm of your own mind, your own love
 absent from itself, alienated from its creator. We
" create our own love, in collaboration, always, but
-] from the uniqueness of that which we all share
; (and paradox, since paradox cannot be imagined,
i since it breaks the image, does paradox show
us a mode! of how to release ourselves from
this Romantic culde-sac?). What do her words
l provoke then? The idea that the relationship
fj between images and our deepest selves, the
. selves which we consider to be the source of
i love is the always one of a love that is alienated
i and, self-reflexive to the extreme, has no content.
What is an image! Doesn't it have something to
l do with identifying ourselves through negation?
We are not the image but that which imagines,
¢ we are not the image of ourselves but that which
il invents, provokes, wears and ultimately has the
§ power to reject it. Ve are the blackhole in every
image (if you imagine blackness, then what you
{ see is your brain without activity, or only in its
. activity of being present) - so an image Is an
arrangement on the fringes of our ourselves, that
which we identify ourselves not with, but through.

" Images and the attempt to understand their

I workings are somehow the opposite of any

I scientific understanding of the brain, They are too

intimate to your identity to be identified with

l flesh, yet they the primary structure, | believe,
i in which we exist.They are impressions, often
¥ burning brands, in the flesh, and generally they are
J| composed from residues of some kind of actual
. contact (a photograph Is chemical residue of the
¥ contact of light, the image of a lover's face Is much
I the same). They are evidence of our ability to
touch the world, yet touch and contact remains
‘ strangely absent from them, they are present
I to us because the effect of contact lingers on.
An image is a certain firing of neurons, a specific
array thereof, a lingering image is the repeated
firing thereof, an image is the electric flesh of the
. mind repeating the same form again and again.An
image Is always on the screen that is the brain,
only the brain has any relationship to images, a

television has no relationship to the images which
come through it as signals, only by triggering
certain functions of the human brain can any form
of mediation operate.The distinctive reaction of
physical sensory apparatus to the impulses of a
given medium is the basic nature of that medium,
that is, the distinctive reality of electronic media is
that they process sensation and the actual tissue
of sensation in a specific form (I'm paraphrasing
Marshall McLuhan).Yet in the end, we appreciate
the experience only as the reception of particular
sensation from which we further extract image
from sound and so on, Therefore images a
particular extraction from a flow of sensation
which has a reality of force which the image itself
seems purified of. Any specific image, as it stands
in relation to our own sense of identity Is an
abstraction from a flow of forces,

ts creating a sensc of distance
and'this:self, the selfas
e image.Two. there are

If we think in terms of a flow of images
themselves, a dream, a daydream, etc, this is
irrelevant, the images are active and alive, it is
only when a specific image is considered Ina
relationship to the self (a wounding image, or an
image of perfection) and stands before us, when
we a specific imagining ceases to be active and
instead becomes something inescapable, that the
question of the loss, the alienation, the lack of
requite, becomes at issue. Ve can imagine more
than images. We are struck by images, what we
imagine are the flows connecting them

from the objective. The object is what has the

Images are particular crystallisations of
sendation. The image is the product of the
imagination, it is the movements within

sensation, the life of the nerves, removed
from this movement and life and taken as
an object.

The object s what happened, is happening, will
happen.The object itself is that which shatters
imagining and, especially the image. Because
objectively, imagination is a process with
determinant causality, results and causes, then
objectively the imagination will disrupt and even
destroy the image, hence the image is twice
removed from the objective. It is necessarlly
such because for the image, we are the object.
We are the shadow of the image which grips us,
further, the image is the shadow of a reality which
is nonetheless out there.The image's removal

ability to destroy. Objective though is nothing
else than that thought which is survival related:
to think objectively is not to think in terms

of "what object is really out therel" because

this line of thought has already described itself
into an imaginary relationship, the objective
thought takes itself as the object and asks
instead a tactical thought (a thought in terms of
objectives) “what has to be done for such and
such a situation to be created, for such a such

a desire to be manifested, for such and such an
entity to be protected?”. It is the kind of thought
which addresses our reality, from the question of
preventing war or defeating a fascist regime to
the question of maintaining a love relationship is
the extent (not even the full extent) of objective
thought, Hence objective thought Is that which
uses then Imagination to propose a solutlon and
its object Is always a problem which it seeks

to transform.The image, however, cannot be
transformed (to do so would be for it to be taken
back into imagination and it would cease to be
the image: the image is necessarily static) The
image is marks a break with objective thought;
here we have a mental relation which takes the
forces the imagination to assume the function of
an object. Here the imagination makes an image
because we cannot relate objectively to our
situation for some reason. Objective thought
maintains, even nurtures, a flow by creating
connections, The image Is the residue of a flow
than has come through a now dead connection.
The Image is always full, it lacks nothing, we

can neither add nor subtract from it without it
becoming a different image. This fullness of being
we inevitably yearn for. Hence the image is the
source of all Romantic forms of existence, The
Romantic form existence occurs at the limits
imagination, and takes the image for its absolute,
it affirms the yearning which the image produces
and undertakes to malke this the basis of human
existence: to be always yearning.Yet this yearning
only occurs when the objective flow of thought
has become disrupted. There are always images,
yet one only slips Into a psychological state where
the image is dominant because of disruption of
objective thought. The Image is, due to its being at
the limits of imagination where no new flows are
possible, due to its being an abstraction from the
productive apparatus of sensation and thought,
due to its being a pseudo-object that occurs in
the disruption of the relations of objectivity and
transformation, always felt to be at the outer
limits of one's being, an impossible distance

away. This is the basic experience of lack. The
image occurs when experience is at the greatest
distance from the actual forces which work to
produce one’ life.

Isthe basic ides béhind the distaste for
vanity teue, namely that one most desires
. tolook good when one 15 in g state of

moral despair, when ‘the 0ok’ is the last
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Any ordinary image is alive and breathes with us,
its simple beauty energises our senses. However,
THE image occurs when we are turned on by
our senses, when we are isolated and made the
object of imagination.We are fundamentally
unimaginable beings (the sum of all experiences,
and the bearers of responsibllity for our actions).
Equally, reality is also the unimaginable, though
imagination is our relationship to reality (reality
to Imagination: grit to pearl).

Death Is the source of truth. Because we are
finite out actions have a definite weight.The
degree to which our actions extend beyond
our finitude and enter into creations and
destructions Is the meaning of our actions.
Actions sweep through the whole mind and into
the unimaginable, that to which the imaginations
relates in a relationship of hopeful transformation.
The fundamental relationship of our actions Is not
to ourselves but to some other. The image cannot
be acted upon, it absorbs all actions, The Image is
the opposite of action and occurs where action is
suddenly impossible because imagination fails and
becomes useless to objectivity. Hence when one
enters the unimaginable state of being incapable
of any action, when one is frozen and rigid: one
sees the Image.
o e b o e e wm P
4"1'0 imagine one’s gelf has nothing to do
!/ with the image. To imagine onegelf on
I fire or making love is to include oneself
n the imagination. The imagde 1s always a
| projection at the limits of oneself, It must
\ involve two things, stasis and distance.
—— — L} - L — L] — L% L]
Hysteria: One knows an action must be taken.
The knowledge of the object to be acted upon
is Impossible. The imagination becomes hyper-
active yet no image can be produced. The body
becomes rigld, a trapped scream drowning In
itself. Panic overcomes the nervous system
overloads trapped between fight and flight. One
is an object, yet has no objective relationship to
anything else. All actlons are impossible because
It is impossible to relate beyond the finitude of
oneself, Imagination ceases to simply relate to
reality and becomes reality (not because it has

\

been successful in transforming it, but because it
has reached an impasse in this transformation).
Hence, it can no longer manifest itself. Hence it
shuts down. Hence, the image becomes the object
and all to which one can relate. Hence, to give
one’s self the sense of reality one must evoke the
separation between oneself and the image. Hence,
this unrequited love. Hence, this stasis, Hence, this
continual relapse back into hysteria.

A friend you will never see again. Your
image of them slowly closes in on itself,
feeds upon itself again and again until
there is nothing left, they become a
chewsd bone of memory.

a lack of relation to each other.A thought
tends to enforce the conditions of its birth as it
spreads and grows. Hence they fails to connect,
they fails to become expressive and the lapse
into meaninglessness again occurs, provoking a
hysterical productivity of the imagination once
again. Usually the imagination does finally break
though hysteria, yet often at some point hysteria
secures its continuance at deep level, so the
complete collapse is avoided but the panic of
meaninglessness is kept secret inside.

S
ye s et R R N N LI I I A

. Hea.dphones are not only about 1solat,10n
but also connection, the swapping of

', mixtapes, the transformation of the way

The design of our world seems to find its
ultimate insignia in the invention of headphones.
The production of a purely individual realm Is

the ideal. Reality is being reconfigured to be
something aiming at you. In a market, you are a
wanderer amongst stalls, you seek out goods, you
are on the outside looking in, inspecting, going
from one stall to the next. In a shopping complex,
the marketplace is turned inwards, you are always
it Its centre (the deceptive accuracy of the words
‘shopping centre’) no matter where you are. All
advertising contains an address to specific ‘you',

it alms at 2 mass of atoms. On a plane you have
your separate journey from all the other. The

way contemporary discourse works to first of

all promote the ‘diversity of opinion’ as though
this In itself were a good whatever the quality of
opinions, also turns upon an idea of the individual
as fundamentally separate in its relationship to
reality.Yet all though is fundamentally connected.
Ali thoughts are unique but they rely upon

a milieu of thought and each new though Is
modification of an old though structure, hence
the actual truth of thought is the way it relates
through a group. The dictatorship of relativism

in which we live, in which all opinlons are first
taken at the subjective level (viewed as the
expression of a finite being with all the limitations
that prevent any opinion from having a total
knowledge of the object at hand) instead of as
possible relations of objectivity (viewed as the
expression of being whose life vitally connects
with others, and whose thoughtforms directly
contribute to the construction of reality) tends toj
discourage the production of meaning. Oplinlons
have no meaning, only actions do. For an informed
opinion to become a meaningful action, the
objective relationshlp of that opinion has to be an
objective concern.

one sees one's surroundings, the renewing
experienoe of music by the renewing

enquiring what someone is listening too,
and, did you know, they can also be used
a8 microphones?

. .
'...--o--nn-o-----.---O'
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The structure of our imaginations Is increasingly
dominated by a world-wide image network
which resonates through itself image/events such
as 9/1 |,Abu-Graihb, famous corporate Logos,
movie-stars, The completion of this world-wide
imagination has only recently occurred. It might
be sald that Vietnam was the first war to occur
once the world had gained an imagination and
that Iraq Il is the first war to have successfuily
adapted itself to these conditions,What is outside
these images will always terrify us.Terrorism

is essentially Imaginary warfare, a warfare that

Amidst meaninglessness, the state in which one’s
action cannot bound the finltude of one’s own
death (for we must imagine our lives in terms
of a termination; imagined, death turns life itself
into a single closed image), all sorts of fantasles,
leaps of the imagination, and inventive games
are possible, all sorts of joys are possible and

all of these has value.Yet they tend to promote

onDit74.9

worls by making it Imaginable that any moment
a strike might occur, something which tends

to break the connection between imagination
and reality, make the unimaginable core of
reality constantly present to mind, In such
circumstances Images themselves tend to panic.

Brendan De Paor-Moore

17

of it context, the simple possibility of .




er. | fael that, while |
ncident was handled
r the:wreng reasons
ippropriately. because
on ' Imposed . -on the
lly‘clartfying whether
F not = haragsment Is
y feels tncomfortable

cek  clarification as to - F
tually felt harassed, then. -

se to someone how they
ly. opens:the floodgates
erpreted  action’ to- be
hd: individuals will never
vith orié another,  for fear

these are the lOOt of
‘f'u mcnc v1I|d candidates
olc pushlng them: plus, the

‘era lof student s and. f'\ctlons is. over

at Adelaide

i YOURSELF!

-3, Find some non- '1I|‘ ends o hclp you‘

. Kand out tickets, p'unt ba
. cmblazonc with your name! Dont scr cw over
‘ pcoplc in the process. It's just:not caal, you cant

get away with this Shll‘. in the real world so! thats
no reason to think you canhere.: ‘ ‘
N Get your: form from the AUU

. reception (nommatlons close onthei| 1 of August ‘

at 4 shap !
o Rc‘ld the elcctlons legs ('md stlck to them;)
vsune you: attend the compulsmy br |eﬁng‘
on at either Ipm on the 14 of August or

f ‘Spm an'the 16",

6. Don't forget why: you w1nt to be.
its' not about thé powet: trip, ego strokin

“perception of ‘greatness. There is nothmg lamer
- than pcoplc hyped up.on chen own sense of self-

importance. :
- 7. In ‘election week don't, impersonate othcu‘
andld'\tes (Kate W1|sh) or act immorally. (i.e:

- don't do’ anything David Wilkins dld- whlch

includes not actually getting elected)

8. Make ‘sure you eat; drink water ’lnd most
importantly’ SLEEP  during . election week:
otherwise yoii may find yourself. waking tp. on
the freezing cold conerete to a huge crowd of

. concerned . student politician wannabees: because

you passed, out. Believe: me you' don't wantto

- be known as ‘the girl. who.passed out in election

weel its not so good for the reputation.
9. Play nice- bitchiness, viclence and smear

| campaigns ; are just completely uncool- remember

we can all have to get along in' the same crayon
box:or some shit. At any rate bad behawom only.

' reflects badly on you,

10. Do’ some research and know wh1t youve'
talking about. Don't promise anything you: can't

" deliver; ‘and endeavour 'to I<ecp your. promises.
| ‘Integn ity knowledge, passion and: hard worlc will
ioget you furthcn than smooth talking any. day.

“Let the g1mes nglI’\ Hopc to see’ you' out

thelc'

Rhlannon Newrnan
Equlty and Wclhle Ofﬁce|




As most of you probably know, Reece Klnnane
b, has gone on a study excharige to Chile and ‘thus
ad to resign as Enviro Officér I've taken’on the
position to carry on the awesorne work he’s been
dolng in-the last-slx-months;as-well‘to make sure
that-the’ Student's Assoclation. - pamcularly the
Envire; Department ~ continues to
effective- as-a representative and ‘ddvocacy body
on: campus, Pve been working with Reece: on. 2

from DIY dnd eulture jamming to: permaculture
gardening and alternative energy, so.feel free to

drép by.the enviro:office in’ the SAUA (ground
floor, Lady Symonbullding) if you're feelinga little -
frustrated by the bleak futures-offered by global -

capltallsm and want to talk dbout some altefnative
Vislons. Y'all best remember that democracy. isn
a spectator sport. Now more than ever, it's. time

-'to quit talking about how screwed the world s
‘and’ stdrt ehanglfig things for ourselves. Fight the

powaer, and all that. Anyways, If you're keen on-the
~“idea of makingAdelalde Uni a more sustainable and

environmentally friendly Institutlon, or just want to

meatup with a group of passionate, environmentilly

focussed students, then pléase come along to the™
weeldy meetings of ecostudents, Adelalde’s very :
own student environment-collective, Meetings are*
held on Tuesdays at 4pm.on the Barr Smith Lawns,

isn't -

Are you passionate about women's issues?

Do you want to meet other women students?
Does the current government's attitude
towards women really plss you off?

Are you sick of sexist and degrading
advertising In the media?

Do you feel political activism on-campus needs
revampling?

Are you a creative person and want to make
change through creative channels?

Do you want to create life-long networks
throughout the wider community?

If you answered 'yes' to any of the above
questions then you should Join the Women’s
Action Group (WAG). This group will be a
forum for women students to meet, chat and plan
campaigns and events on campus and off,

Contact me If you want any more information
or are Interested in joining!

Tara Bates

Women's Vice-President

ph: 8303 3898
womens.saua@adelaide.edu.ou

Hol& Resh G Ssues this year and am siso-papeall welcome. Well be lobbying.the yniversity for
of ‘the ecostudents environment. collective: that - ‘several key commitments towards. sustainabllity
beganwlast.myeama&ma network of |environment.. thls semester; as well as Holding the usual array of
actlvjsts focusmg on on-campus Issues such as- shared dmners,outlngs,actions and fif screenings.
Let- the fun begin.., "
Ve been Involved in ‘envire menml activism e ia il
nearly three.years, from getting posteards signed
wtth the Wilderness Sotlecy*w*ﬁundmg fortresses:

Matt Allen
Envirgnment Officer
matthew.allen@student.adelaide.edu.ay

onDit74.9




Nofice of 2006

STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE & THE ADELAIDE UNIVERSITY UNION

A copy of the Student Election Broadsheet outlining all candidatesand
policy statements will be available in hard copy during election week, |
and online after August 18th at
www.union.adelaide.edu.au/student/elections/index.html

Election week for the 2006 Annual SAUA & AUU Elections shall be:
Monday, 28th August until Friday, 1st September 2006.

All University of Adelaide students are encouraged to vote

during the following Polling stations and times:

Monday 28th August
Hughes Plaza

Barr Smith Lawns :
Waite Campus (WISA Offices)
Roseworthy Student Union
Medical School

Tuesday 29th August
Hughes Plaza

Barr Smith Lawns

Airport Lounge

Roseworthy Student Union
Waite Campus (WISA Offices)
Medical School

Wednesday 30th August
Hughes Plaza
Barr Smith Lawns

- Airport Lounge
Roseworthy Student Union
Waite Campus (WISA Offices)

Thursday 31st August

Hughes Plaza

Barr Smith Lawns

Centre for Aboriginal Studies in Music

Friday 1st September
Hughes Plaza
Barr Smith Lawns

9.00am -4.30pm
9.00am - 4.30pm
11.00am - 3.00pm
11.00am - 3.00pm
10.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 4,30pm
9.00am - 4.30pm
4.30pm - 7.30pm
11.00am - 3.00pm
11.00am - 3.00pm
10.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm
9.00am - 3.00pm
4.30pm - 7.30pm
11.00am - 3.00pm
11.00am - 3,00pm

9.00am - 3.00pm
9.00am - 3.00pm
11.00am - 3.00pm

9.00am - 4,30pm
9.00am - 4.30pm

Authorised by the Returning Officer, August 2006. Printed on recycied paper. Please recycle.



Friday August 18th
UniBar, level 5, 6:30pm
FREE ENTRY! Keep visiting:
www.union.adelaide.edu.au for the lineup!
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IOCRITY AND SPORT:
The Shane Woewodin Story

agv‘ ol do somethlng‘to n ve ag on below §

‘ One example of this un-fu!fllment of: pote t|a i
‘Woewcdln Woewadin  was! drafted to: Melbourne ﬂom Wcsten

Australiain 1997 and after h|s debut made it 100 g1mes consecutively. 8
172000 Woewodln won the Brownlow Med-1| for the best and fairest
s grand final, p!aymg,

j‘phyer in the AFL and also tool pa
‘on the losing team. at the end of 2000, Woewodin signed a th

deal for a significant: figure:sealifg his future at the Demo uhtll ﬁt :
least the end 'of 2003, however in 2001, Woewodln suffc‘ d flom the
‘Blownlow Blues' ¢ nd- had trouble. hn:tlng pe I form and luggled [
with injury: At the end of, 2002 aftel uegwmlng some form, Woewodin [
went off on hdliday with his famlly, expectmg to return to'the Demons

the next year and'try once again to regain: top fon m.
Woewodln was seriously wrong: Stating that thcy could no Iongen
qffond to. pay. the Brownlow  Medalist, Melbolirne sought a trade
i with 1nothe| club in return for a first round draft pick, Collmgwood
- were interested in 'this offer 1nd took: it up; this all unbelknownst
[ to Woewodln who was still off on holld'lys ‘While he was away, he

. lecewed a call from the Mclbourne ccnch Neil Daniher, to tell him!

, hat he h1d been:traded to Collingwood: and l‘.h’ll‘. he had played his
faist g1me in'the Red and. Blue Woewodin was undeu standably shocked

and a massive war of won ds brol(e out in the medla upon his |ethn .

“to Melbourne. ‘

Woewodm went: to: CoIImgwood, and afeer strr ugglmg in his first
season: in Magpie colors, finished second in thelr best and. fairest
in 2004, but it all went pear-shaped for Woewodin in° 2005 when

. he struggled for selection in the senior side and evenwially. was de-
listed from Collingwood and returned to’ Perth and ‘original:WVestern: §
Australian Football: League  team’ East. Fremantle. Since that: time,

Woewodin has struck greatform at WAFL level and is now seeking a
chance to once again:ply at AFL level by debating the idea of putting
“himselfinto this year's end of year draft:

The story of Woewaodin is not. isolated, however for a phyel of §

Woewodin's calibre to be de-listed only four years after winning the
most prestigious award.in football was unprecedented: This is:a great
example of a player simply hot living Up to the hype that surrounded
:him, however in'this case the player did...he lived up to and exceeded

all chie expectations, the problem was he could not continue with his. §
wonderful game style:While we'll all have to wait to see what happens §

in_this years draft and if Woewodin will actually ever get to phy AFL
footbwll again; this case shows the ﬁcklc “ness of sport and of success.

Ashleigh Newton §

Big Brothers Big Sisters
Project Officer

The YWCA of Adelalde is a not for profit community
organisation that Influences community and government
attitudes on Issues facing young women, empowers young
women through leadership developmgnt and supports young
women in need.

Our Big Brothers Blg Sisters Program provides vital
support to vulnerable and Isoleted young people lhrough
volunteer mentoring services.

We ere gseeking a passlonate, professional Project Officer
to join our dedlicated team.

You will be responsible for planning, implementing and
evaluating our Big Brothers Big Sisters Project In the City of
Port Adelaide Enfield.

Ideally you are qualified in Social Work, Pychology or
Soclal Science; possess great skills in working with young
people, thelr families and volunteers and have a sound
understanding of child development and family dynamics.
You are an exceptlonal communicator who is well organised
and a team player.

The positlon is offered initlelly on a fixed term contract
of one year at 0.5 FTE {SACS Award level 3-4) with the
potentlal for hours to Increase subject to funding.

You can obtaln a copy of the job and person specification by
phoning us on 8227 0155 or e-mall offlca@ywca.com.au,

Applications close 5pm Friday 18 August 2006

-~ Abruised arm frorm hockey:.., Again,
If yoirve hurt yourself, not in
‘hockey. Send in your pics to ;,
ondit@adelaide.edu.an £
i

CHEAP UNI CARD SPECIALS

$7 JUGS OF COOPERS

$2.50 Vodka Sunrise
$3 Tooheys Extra Dry
5-9PM Mon-Sat |

$10 Parmi & Pint

MON - WED LUNCH
CHECK IT OUT NOW!!!

www.londontavern.com.au
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Words were said, things were done. Lat's ;ust fotget it all'alrlght’ There
Amnesia is so much fun, Nevertheless, on to the first dnsease of the second
semester:The Plague

by Thomas Tu*
*who no fonger has a mutant tooth residing'in. his:mouth

Genus Yersinia
Species pestls- .

(Picture stolen from Clencia en la ciencia-ficcién = Cromiopaisaje .

www.bibliopolis.org/ cromo/crom001 |:htm)

The Bluck Death.

The Plague killed an Incredibly significant proportion of people.in the
middle ages. Approximately 25% - 40% of the population:of Europe died
during this time (they are approximates because the paople who usually did
the counting of bodies had died due to the high virulence), It was the first
time that human death rate was higher than the birth rate, Blah, blah, blah:
| could throw statlstics like this at you all day, but they're baring, a waste of
time and you already know that Plague killed a fot of people, This article is
about teaching you stuff you don’t know.

There have actually been three recorded pandemics (an epidemic that is
spread over continents) of Plague. Number one started in Egypt in 542.AD,
spreading to Furope, Africa and Asia. It killed around 50% of the people that
lived around there, [t hung around until about 600AD. The second was the
better known Black Death in Europe, The third (and still ongoing) pandemic
started In 1855 in China and spread to Europe and the USA, where around
10 cases are reported each year. Countless epldemics within gontinents have
also occurred with similar mortality rates.

In modern times, the amount of people reported to be infected by plague

each year to the WHO Is around 2000, out of which around-200 die.These .
numbers are probably much lower than the actual number of cases because™
countrles are reluctant to proclaim that they are plague-mongers due to the -

stigma attached ta It. In this way, the world may have been duped into a false
_-sense of security,

¥

O!rahandmm

Plague Is caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis (named after Alexandre
Yersin, who first Isolated It In 1894), Humans are an Inadvertent host; the
natural cycle was from rat to rat transmitted by fleas, However, since
avolution teaches us that mice and men are really, really simliar (that's right,
we sclentists don’t cut them up Just because they're cute; we actually get
proper research pertaining to humans out of them due to this similarity),
humans could support the bacterium as well,

We'll start the cycle at the rat/flea Interface: flea bltes infected rat with ¥,

pestis In its blood. In taking In a blood meal, the flea Inadvertantly sucks up.

some bacterium too. Now, In the bacterium’s frame of reference, it would

the ﬂea. makmg it.more: likely to bn;e are hosts that it ¢an in ot
he-effect 'of the stapvation Is: twosfold since, o start getting yurimy: bits
toits Stdmach, the ﬂéa must ﬂrst“regunglzate the clot before another me

his efisures that the'baceria will be thrown i up into the host When enough

- bacteria have grown if the flea's throat,The act of produc!ng one protein to

produce these finely: tungd benef' tsils one of the things that really Impress

“.me about bacteria,

i Let’s-say that a  human:is:bitten, The white blood cells ‘see the bactema as
: the foreign threats that they:are and engulfit, Howaver, Y. pestis has 2 pronezn :
onits surface that allows It to escape ‘digestion by white blood ce[ls, instead;:
It fashions: a_homé out of ‘the: Whlte bloodcell(which has now mxgrated :
to u'lymph node) and replicates i Initi This huge number:

:“ “the-lymph node swell up’ painfully into a large lump called 2 bubo (which lS

whete we get the name bubonic plague). This lump can turn black because of
bruising, This Is the most common type of plagiie with'an untreated mortalnty o
rate of 40~ 60%, buit a treated fortality rate of |'= [5%
Treatment comes in the refatively simple form of anti
vaceines available that are affective against Y. pestls but th

45 There are no 0
at risk are gwen

" a prophylactic dose of antiblotics:

« If untreated, howevet, 4 Huge number of bacteria gan escapg the Iymph

~‘nodes. Into the'bloadstream, This..can- cause septic shock. If you've ‘read

previous articles; you will have séen that many other diseases prodiice death
inthis way,but I've:never actually explained it. Well; today's your fticky- day, -

~In respanse to fore|gn particles; there's an automatlc respanse to allow -
more blood'to the place:of invasion. It does this by openipg up the blood:
vessels wider arid leakier, You will have seen this when yals get 2 splinter and
it gets red and-puffy.This local response is a goad thing'becaise you get more
‘white blood -cells at the:site and neutralfse any. unfrlendhes before they get
out of hand. :

However, if you gat. massive septicaemla (bacterla In:the blood); every part
of you says there's z foreignparticle present, so:all the blood vessels widen.
This Is ‘akin“to punching a: whole lot ‘of holes In 2 garden hose. Pressure
decreases and blond doesn't: get to important organs, such as: the: kidneys,
liverand brain; Sufferers get a graven plister on thelrface; receive damage to
thelr organs or have.them fall, fall into'a coma-and die,
Those that aren’t treated for septicaemic Plague die; WhEI eas freatment
glves them a chance for syryival of 60%. g

Bacteria in the blood can then progress to.the jungs and cause pneumonlc :
Plague. In'this farm, Y. pestis ‘can becomie aerosolised and be transferred from
human to hisman, Patients cough up infectious sputumi and blood. If this form
sn't Identified:and treated within 24 hours, the person wIlI dle of ‘elthar
septic shack-or pneumonia;

There are warrles of bioterrorists uslng an aerosol version of pneumonic
Plague. Having.read the symptoms; you: will be able tosee that It isn't
something to be considered:lightly: The fact that;it Is"still aroundiinfecting: .
people makes it:miich more: accessible and obtainable than, say, smallpox.
However, aerosolingthe bacteria In & way that doesn't disrupt its. delicate
striicture Is & complex.task, Do feel safe in knowlng that, cauntrles have 4
plan ready for every Ilkely biotermt‘lsm threat‘.‘.. il thlnk ‘ :

Thomas Tu now lives In a bomb shelter. wearlng a gas mask and hazmat gear, o
He:halieyes that the Jars of urine add g:masculine nice touch 10 the lounge areq.

Any teplies to E-malls sent to :hgmaam@gmd@mmmug@dgaqu may be late due
to hIs constant dlsfnﬂ:ctlng of‘the keyboard and mouse::

Sources - e ‘ ;
Mipnagant! VR, “Cuha’ BA (2003) Plague eMgdlclneco ‘(Webilta acce:sed at-lmpﬂ
Icibo.com/mad/iqpis33B Lhtim). .
Prescatt LM, Harley I Kleln: DA\(|999)‘ Plague. Micrablology (4th edliion); Mc aw il Pgs 7
- Salyars. AA, Whitt- DD, (2002): Yersinia- pestis, the ‘catise”of, plagua,and it ralatlves‘ Bd
Famoganes!s. a molecular approach: (2% editlon). USA, Washington, ASM. Prass, Pagas 2
| Warld Health Organlsatlon. (20043, Impact of: plague WHOIE (Wl

Ihvwriiawho, int/cst/diseassl laguu/lmpactlanllndex'html)
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In 1995 Microsoft released the font Comic Sans origi-
nally designed for comic book style talk bubbles. Since §
then, the continual widespread abuse of printed type
threatens to erode the very foundations upon which
centuries of typographic history have been built,
See www.bancomicsans.cam for more info -eds
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Pscudo-Hipples. Pseudo-Punk. Pseudo-Goth,
These ‘individuals’, along with stress and traffic,
are the bane of city living. These people are not
Interesting, alternative or different. Rather they
are proof of the hegemony of capitalism, that
capltafism has won. In many ways, | love living in
a capitalist country. There are many luxuries that
capltalism provides that | would be loath to give
up (choice for example... take that communism!).
Modern Capitalism is problematic because it
is not sustainable. .. its relatlonship with the
environment limits the length of its existence,

Modern Capitalism Is not only destroying the
environment, but also twisting and perverting
historic counter-culture movements, which were
usually in opposition to capitalism, and re-aligning
them with consumerism. Counter-culture has
conslstently been appropriated by advertisers
and marketed to consumers as alternative,
individual and cool.What people fall to see is
that consuming these images allgns them with
their arch nemesis: capitalism. Sid Viclous and Jimi
Hendrix would turn in their graves to witness
what their dreams have become.

Hippy-dom was originally associated with free-
love, free-press, vegetarianism, organic farming,
alternative energy, communal living and nudism,
If you asked any given hippy-chick whether they
would give up hot showers, easy food, television
and other modern conveniences to go and live
naked, in a drippy tent, with 20 other hairy and
unwashed Individuals in the middle of a veggie
patch all of them would say 'no’. Wearing the
clothes of a counter culture are not enough to
give yourself‘cred’, even if the advertisers say it

J S S S0 S S s
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Is.You have to actually go out and do it. At any
rate, hippy-style clothes are cost prohibitive these
days.To be a hippy these days you have to be rich
or have a job, and that defeats the purpose of
identifying yourself with the hippy sub-culture.
You cannot be a weekend or WOMAD hippy and
expect people to take you seriously.

Where has the vibrant violence and anger
of punk gone! It certainly doesn't exist in the
pseudo-punk of today. Punk was once anarchistic
filled with anti-authoritarianism, anti-militarism
and anti-capitalism sentiments, If you asked one
of the many little punks roaming Rundle Mall
when the last time they stuck it to the man was
they'd probably look at you blankly and ask ‘stuck
what to which man?' Sure, there are still a few
‘real' punks left out there, but they are heavily
out-numbered by the psuedos. The ‘Lee Harding'
example is a winner, but let's not go there. Let
us instead focus on shoes. Green Day is arguably
the biggest punk band at the moment. Questions
about where thelr loyalties lie arise when they
start selling off Green Day branded shoes.
Incidentally, this is not a single freak occurrence.
Fashion designers like fean-Paul Gautler use
elements of punk in their cloths. Originally hand-
made punk clothes are now mass produced and
common in main stream soclety. Punk ideaclogy is
dead, although punk fashion s still alive and well.
But why approplate the signifers of punk if they
don’t mean anything, if they're respectablel!! Let
punk rest In peace and stop destroying its bad
reputation.

Goth is another sub-culture that has
Increasingly been aproppriated by mainstream

soclety and commericalised, Similar to the punk
sub-culture Goth fashion orginally had a strong
focus on DIY and challanging traditional values
of beauty and eroticism, encouraging curvacious
womanly beauty and sexuality. Unfortunately,
Goth fashion is Increasingly common and
commerical and for that reason it is no longer
challanging to look at. Modern pseudo-goth

has a stale feel to it. The gogan community are
particular guilty of this. A gogan Is a percualiarly
mix of both goth and bogan. Gogans retain the
gothic love of the colour black and combine with
it with a love of heavy or death metal, usually
advertised on their t-shirts. Surely to brand
oneself thusly is in oppsition with gothic Ideals of
individualism and sexuality. The Gothic Interest
In sexual diversity and sex games is perhaps its
saving grace and one which the main stream has
yet to commerciallse.As a movement Gothic

Is stilf fairly underground, Problems only seem
to arise when teens arropriate the Gothic look
without understanding the values of sexuality,
individuality and the appreciation of fine art,

If you're going to dress with an ideological
slant, please try to understand the signifiers
behind the clothes... If you won't,don’t or can't
you're a hypocrite, Sure,“you're all individuals”
but that's just the point and you seem to be
missing it. And take off that Che Guevara t-shirt,
It's just not you and trust me, your teen angst
won't fast forever.

Andrew Love would fike to thank Wikipedia for
some interesting insights into the various sub-cultures
listed in this article.
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Concrete: Depths

Paul Chadwick’s

This is an interesting hybrid; part super
hero, part personal journey. This story follows
the adventures of a man who, following
mysterious encounters with extra-terrestrials,
finds his brain transplanted into a body made
of rock. He adopts the name ‘Concrete’ and
sets about trying to find 2 use for his new
powers, It sounds a little dubious, but this is
actually one of the best things I've read in ages.
The emphasis isn’t on superhuman feats or
wacky adventures, it's about a guy making the
best of a weird situation.Thus it has an unreal
premise, but the character remains believably
interesting.

One of the things that turns me away from
comics, asides from their freakishly high prices,
is the tendency of those creating them to
assume they can make up for a lack of plot by
the inclusion of cliché. Its divergence from this
habit is one of the great successes of Concrete.
Chadwick actually knows how to write a story,
and his work would probably work in any
format. However, his drawing style, what you'd
call ‘clear and bold’, amplifies his narratives.
Running to 208 pages, and with a couple of
shorter pieces, including an autobiographical
road trip memoir, tacked on the end, this is
easily worth the $25.90 price tag.

fanto Ware

-

Grant Morrison & Frank Quietly

&
The Ballad of Halo Jones
Alan Moore and Ian Gibson

These are both science fiction comics; part of a long established form of genre
fiction and, like all genre fiction, your ability to enjoy them hinges on your ability to
stomach the nuances of that genre. And genre fiction always seems a little suspect.
In the same way a Mills and Boon novel will always be a Mills and Boon novel, a
science fiction comic is always going to be just that; full of melodrama, shallow
characters, frustratingly see through plots, cliché and a total absence of subtlety.

That doesn't make it bad, it makes it different. Genre fiction functions on a quality
standard that is incompatible with its canonical and institutionalised counterparts,
but it has a long history of being justifiable in its badness. Pretty much any novel
you read, including the now canonised works of Defoe, Richardson, Fielding, the
Bronte Sisters and Jane Austen, was, in its day, considered in the same way these
comics are today; trashy but occasionally enjoyable, unrealistic and bound to
themes of romance, gothic horror and adventure. They worked in the same way
these comics work; turning a fictionalised or melodramatised world into an open
metaphor for the existing one.

Thus, the very professional WE3 follows the escapades of a rabbit,a cat and a
labrador who have been turned into domestic pet versions of Robocop by the US
military as covert weapons against terrorism. At one level, it's kind of schmaltzy,
predictable and silly, and it is a little hard to take the idea of a robo-bunny killing
machine seriously. But on the other hand, this isn’t meant to be read as realism.
Underneath the blood, gore and futuristic cyborg stuff this is basically a critique
of the no-holes-barred quest for US military dominance, with its emphasis
on developing high tech weaponry at the expense of innocence, loyalty and
everything else cuddly pets are supposed to embody.

Whether it's worth the $25.90 price tag comes down to how much you think
Milo and Otis and Robocop should have been blurred together. Personally, there’s
not enough of a plot to make this something 'd come back to more than once.
On the other hand, if you're a big fan of freakishly professional design and drawing,
this really does what it does very well.

Less easy to read,scratched out in black and white, but with far greater volume
and a much more developed story,Alan Moore’s The Ballad of Halo Jones is better
value for its $39.90 price tag, at least in that it will take you more than twenty
minutes to read. Originally serialised in 2000 A.D. between 1984 and 1986, it
follows the adventures of the book’s namesake from her origins in a futuristic
slum to her adoption of a career in the army as an attempt to escape poverty.
It's billed as a “feminist classic”. It’s not. If you want a feminist classic, try finding
something actually written by a woman.

That said, there’s none of the usual comic book tit shots and its appeal isn't
exclusively limited to teenage boys. With its sense of claustrophobia, themes of
cluttered, dead end lives, poorly paid poverty trap jobs and the overwhelming
presence of mass media pacification and, again, militarism, it's hard not to take it as
a metaphoric critique on the mid eighties conservatism of Thatcher and Reagan.
The justifications of military spending whilst employing people on pay so low it
didn’t even provide self sufficiency still hits home pretty hard twenty years later.

Underneath the layers of sci-fi, Halo Jones is, like WE3, a criticism of
contemporary culture. For my money it’s the better of the two, despite its lack of
visual glamour. It’s better thought out, more entertaining and, depending on your

_.,}(nowledge of Thatcher’s Britain, a historically interesting example of the cultural

) 4.-»‘“ reaction to mid-80s politics. Again, these are both works of science fiction and

you'll only like them if you can get past the nuances of the genre and relate to the
metaphors it produces but, particularly in the case of Halo Jones, these are good
examples of their type. L

lanto Ware ~
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‘ Who is your style icon?

Kate Moss ilwayshas a greatlook & |love
Sienna: Miller's boots!!
Favourite item of clothing?

'My. black: Biiffalo biker boots!
Where do you unwind & have a
weekend drinlc? ‘

‘Rocket’

Lauren
Who is you're style icon?
“Think OC- Seth meets Anna!’
Favourite item of clothing?
‘Black feans & my checked slip-on'shoes’
Where do you unwind & have.a
weekend drinld

“Fhie Austral for a beer or Superinild for a

cockeail’ A ‘ ‘ ,I,. EH u 1-. il Tk H ‘M hf
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The Infernal- Opt:l.mn.st

Linda jaivin, 2006

Jaivin's Zeki tells an horrific story in the way that some outfandish -

Ali G — Pizza hybrid would. tell it laced wlth krreverent humaur

and simple- insight: thatalways allows the reader to appreclate the

injustice of his position,

Jaivin's name is assoclated with erotlca in various forms, - Her ;

previous works include’ Dead: Sexy’ (a ‘miirder. mystery. with a sex

‘columnist in the lead role);:Rock'n’Roll- Babes.from Quter Space (aliens :

land ‘i ‘Sydney.in search of ‘sex, drugs and rock’nroll), 1998's self-

. -explanatory:Fat Me. and her aiitobiographical collection Confessions

of :an.:S&M Vlrgln, “The: product of ‘mny -visits: to the Villawood

Immigration ‘Détention’ Centre since. 2001, The ' Infernal - Optimist,
inwhich:the “undescribed: sex.is relegated to a_peripheral, mostly
»:comédie, role; constitutes a boldliterary departure for-the authar.. .

- Despite’ ‘the: number .6f -writers ‘who “have  Identified - publigly

- with programs ‘suchas A Just Australia: Australians for Just Refugee

Programs; there are: surprisingly: few. novels. that tackle  Australia’s

regime of mandatory: detention” of ‘unlawful . nanscitizens'.  Tom.

Keneallys The Tyrant’s Novel-(2003) placed its:main character inside
a detention centre. having escaped an oppressive dictatorship which

could ‘only have been Saddam: Hussein's' lrag. - Morris. Gleitzman’s

children's novels ‘Boy. Overboard (2002) ‘and Girl: Undergraund (2004)
each told fictional stofles of great :escapes, throughout which the
detention regime figured prominently in"the. experiences’ of the
protagonists. (While Phillip Ruddock largely ignored-any: popular
culture references to refugee policy, his successor as -Minister
for Immigration, Amanda Vanstone, accused Gleitzman in. 2004 of
peddling political propaganda, saying without any apparent hint of
irony that ‘one of the greatest things we can give kids [s a childhcod,
Let them have a childhood as long as they can without burdening
them with some of the difficult decisions that have to be made later
in life. There's no. political galn to be had here. Kids don't vote. Why
ruin their childhood?'y

Jaivin's Zekl was. born:in Turkey, but arrived in Australia at the

. age of six months. “He neglected to properly follow through with

his naturalisation; now In-his twenties, and as a permanent resident

rather than a:citizen, he's fallen foul:of section-501 of the Migration

Act, which allows the Minister to revoke a person’s visa if s/he spends
more than'I2 mohths in jail.2 Zeékl's habit of stealing, which he views
as evidence of ‘Australlaniness’ ‘given this ‘mation’s convict history,
lands him initially “irprison’for 13 months.and then in Villawood
indefinitely. There, he awalts deportation to Turkey, where he won't
even know the language, . -\

Through his ignorance: and foolish conﬂdence Zek| manages to

. stay positive for. most of his.time inside Villawood IDC, even as those
-around:him’ sink-into chronic depression’(and worse). Presumably,
Jaivin “wrote: the cheeky and untroubled Zeki to:appeal to as wide

an-audience as possible; through him, she manages to' recount many
of the' major.IDC. Incldents that occurred across Australia between
200( and 2005:without segming, tod preachy.or. political. -While in

" Villawood; Zeki endures a fictional-version.of the riots, protests, es-

capes and hunger strikes that dogged VWoomera between 2000 and
2002 The-Bakhtiyar!children, who escaped Woomera in june 2002
and resurfaced in Melbourne, resurface again In Zeki’s.Vilawood, as

did the forty asylum seekers who escaped Villawood in 2001, The
accournits of detained children recall.the sad case of Shayan Badraie
who, after arriving.as.a. five-year-old ‘by. boat with his parents in
March 2000, developed severe psychological trauma after. witnessing
hunger strikes and suicide attempts, was separated from his parents
for periods and ‘was contifiously detained: despite pleas by medical
professionals.’. The accounts of severe chronic depression are con-
sistent with the work. of psychologists Zachary. Steel and Derrick
Sllove and Iraqi medical.practitioner: Dr Aamer Sultan, who identified

that people In IDCs for more. thah-3:6, months would invariably de- -
- velop lasting psychologlcal dlsorders slmnlar to post-tmumatlc stress

disorder*
-All writing is polltlcal in the sense that Its based on the assump-
tions and biases of its authors, and prlvlleges a.particular world-view.

The Inferna} Optimist is more overtly political than most novels, in the
sense that it takes a principled stance against current government policy.
its package Is somewhat éclectic;its intended audience is obviously wider
than the ‘converted’ to whom, say, Bob Brown preaches in his Memo for
a Saner World. (2004), and so'its aim is to challenge and influence, rather
than to “merely. confirm. Published by HarperCollins’ ‘independent’
Fourth Estate imprint (ultimately owned by Rupert Murdoch’s News
Corporation since-1990); its cover reveals little of its ‘controversial’ con-
tent, as if it somehow hopes to' entice readers who wouldn't otherwise
be attracted to-a ‘political’ story: The voice of Zeldi is ostensibly ‘neutral’

. and ‘apolitical’; giving the reader the opportunity to grow into political

awareness with-him.
There is a nagging Inauthenticity to this approach. Jaivin is clear’ ly pas-
slonate, and occasionally drops Zeki's first-person voice to make points
. Zeki'never would, -And éven if the book's ‘apolitical’ presentation and
Zeki's ‘neutrality’ were to somehow attract 'unconverted’ readers, there
is the very real chance that the flawed nature of Zeki's character will
make him an object of judgement (‘he's a criminal! He deserves all the
punishment he gets') rather than the bridge to compassion for asylum
seekers, visa overstayers and ‘unlawful- non-citizens’ detained in IDCs,
(Those who were unable to idenitify with Amir in Khaled Hosseinf’s The
Kite Runner — and there were many — will not emphathise with Zeki.)

The presentation of The Infernal Optimist Is in stark contrast with
that of Miles Franklin Award-winner Andrew McGahan's next novel,
Underground. (due out in October), Set in approximately 2020, with
the Liberal Party still In-power, the War on Terror has assumed gigantic
proportions, and is being used to justify 2 constant State of Emergency
whereby Parliament. has been .disbanded and the Prime Minister has
assumed the functions-of all three powers of government, Despites its
‘airport novel' tone, its publisher, Allen & Unwin, is unashamedly targeting
the ‘converted’ with a huge ‘guerrilla marketing campaign’ directed at that
half of Australlans who have been waiting for just such a book.

So The- Infernal Optimist jsn't for everyone. Indeed, Zeki's distinctive
and improper vernacular, full of ‘me’ instead of ‘'my', ‘a’ instead of ‘of’,.
and the. consistent misuse of particular words (‘me and me boy had
a conversational with Mrs .Palmer’; *I'm virtuosically outta here’; ‘me
snoring made it hard for the others to mediterrate’), may put as many
readers off asit charms.

I, for one, wds charmed by Zeki's innocence, his unique colloquialisms,
and his plight. But then again, my own awareness of the inhumane horror
of the federal government's refugee policy dates back to 2001-02, and,
specifically, newspaper articles by Julian Burnside and (of all people)
Geérard Henderson.: Jalvin should be commended for attempting to draw
attention to a government policy that unapologetically denies individuals
basic human rights; goes directly against the spirit of International law,
and breaches all standards of common decency and respect for fellow
humans. ‘Whether [aivin influences any readers, which seems to be at
least one of her intentions, remains to be seen.

(Endnotes)

"SenatorVanstone, quoted in Suerlllams ‘Vanstone attacks children’s
author’, the Australian (Sydney), 3 July 2004, p.5:

1 Migration Act 1958 (Cth}), 5.501(2) (‘The Minister may cancel a visa
that has been granted to a person if the Minister reasonably suspects that
the person does not pass the character test, and the person does not
satlsfy the Minister that the person passes the character test’);s.501(6)(a)
(‘a person does not pass the character test If the person has a substantlal
criminal record’); s.50((7)(c) (‘a person has a substantial criminal record
if the person has been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of |2
months or more'). '

3. For further information on the Badrale case, see: ABC TV, 4 Corners
(13 August 2001); Human Rights and Equal- Oppartunity Commission,
Report of an-Inquiry into a Complaint by Mr Mohammed Badraie on behalf of
his son Shayan regarding acts or practices of the Commonwealth of Australia,
Report-No.25,2002,

* See for example the Medical Journal of Australla, volume 175, issue | 1.

Russell Marks
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literature

Wow. | love the Internet. It is the penultimate
bastion of mediocrity. As one of the most intelligent

people | know said recently, “Anyone can publish
anything on the Internet” And this means that | can
do a search for the word “mediocre” (I'm feeling
a little unimaginative since my dog died) and
find a site dedicated entirely to men’s underwear,
and  rating how comfortable/sexy/practical they are.
The pair | laughed at most were rated as mediocre
- niether comfy, not particularly uncomfortable,

followed by a lengthy discussion about just how tight
pants need to be for optimum showing off of both buttocks
and package. | hasten to add that all of these technical terms are
taken directly from the orlginal, anonymous, author. Never has mediocrity
been so celebrated as it is now. Look at the success of The DaVinci Code and
Paris Hilton's fledgling singing career. So why do we all suddenly celebrate
mediocrity? Maybe it has something to do with everyone wanting to believe
that they have a shot at doing, well, whatever it is that they want to do, and

denying privilige - there isn't supposed to be an upper class anymore, and if
there is, they aren't supposed to have access to anything speclal. Maybe we
just aren’t supposed to have anything special. Instead we have monologues
about men's underwear, countless faceless celebrities and lacklustre literature,
It's not all bad - or even mediocre, You just have to wade through a lot to get
to the good stuff, At least I'm learning about persistence.
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Everyone Worth Knowing
Lauren Weisberger: :

Chiclc. Lit ac /jts -stereotypical. worst.:For those

wlio read-VWeisberger's first. book “The. Devil: Wears

Prada’l and enjoyed: it: you'll either find her recycling

of the same storyline incredibly delightful; or as in.my

own experience, an absolute cop-out: Weisberger's novels are the'literary

equivalent of Britney Spear's songs: same:tune + different words = new hit;

This time arcund: the novel’s heroine. Bette, leaves her: boring existence as
a.drab:banler to join. the high-flying world of celebrity PR.

The usual chain of events occurs. . Bette's friends and family disown the

now hip:heroine: whilst ‘she chooses to mix'it with the rich and famous, §

Then- of course she realises: that- this fabulous world is not so- fabulous
and:that it has compromised-her sense of being: Backs get stabbed, vicious
gossip'gets spread blah blah blah. In the climactic turning point where'she
ditches’ the high life to go’back to being her old secure self she:still ends
up. with the: dream: guy and everyone- lives. happily ever after!: Romantic
comedies have a lot-to answer for:

|' have:to admit:l:do’ enjoy the odd;jibe at the whole celebrity scene and
imy:one hope is the boal has de-glamourised the scene for-all the wannabe
celeb’s olit there:.."doubtful but perhaps a ‘more. ealistic goal than-my
world peace.

other...

Karlie

(" Officer Factory

HH Kirst -

Whilst visiting Tasmania we stopped off at |
Richmond; a small village niorth east of Hobart.
Under strict instructions to do ng_intellectual |
work | picked up a see s
with a naff cove estwe of 19
porn, from a

survival, to
Germany gef developed fronkr
rebels. Krafft has ‘tok vethis guilt and survive
himself. Well constructed, ok'ls comlc, tragic, philosophical

and an utter condémnition of an-army brought up without morals.

the possibility of making vast amounts of money at it. It could also be about

\ g "And‘rev‘va‘urn'fg

Sunshine ‘

- ~but well and “cruly medlocre.

Iris & Ruby
Rosie Thomas
Harper Collins -

As mentioned elsewhere, the there of this
week's edition is mediocrity, and Iris & Ruby is
nothing if not mediocre. This is not one of the
world's great works of literature, but then again,
nothing about it leads one to expect greatness.
t's a classic coming of age story — angry young
waman ruhs. away from home to Cairo to live
randmother: The concurrent stories of Iris in WWII
Cairo — with- her incredibly. brave and constantly endangered lover Xan
—and the:sullen Ruby tripping around:modern Egypt with her own spe-
cial boy, and Egyptian. named Ashraf (whom is luckily the brother of her
first taxi driver) are nothmg partlcularly special: Even the characters that
populaté:-the women's memories, dead lovers and friends belonging to
each, are less than sparkling, evei with the benefit of a lovely nostalgic
tone. What'is done incredibly well.are Thomas' descriptions of Egypt. It

 is clear that her t|me there-made.an Impression on herand her iniagery

has'a certain grace, despite. the many Heavy- handed stereotypes If'you
have been t Egypt, the thances aré that you will recognlse thevastma:
jority of the. places she describes, from the Khan “al Khalili Souq to’
the Giza Pyramids.. A quick and easy. read that is momentarlly duvertlng

Sunshlne
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Kenny (M)
Showing at Palace Nova from August 17

Who's Kenny? He's a true blue Aussie bloke who is proud of the
business he works in dunny hire! Now before you dismiss his worl as
a load of crap, remember the last time you went to Big Day Out or
Womadelalde, Where would you have been without the porta-loos? Not
a pretty picture at all, is it?

Kenny Smyth (played by Shane Jacobson) takes you on « road trip
through his work in portable waste management, to put it politely. e
takes care of other people’s business and does it with integrity, dignity
and a shit-load of pride. Meet his father (Ronald Jacobson), a man
who isn't impressed with what his son does for a living and malkes that
point clear every chance he gets. Meet Kenny's son (Jesse Jacobson),
a boy who is now discovering the ways of the trade. Meet Jackie (Bve
Von Bibra), a lovely lass who understands what its lile to clean up after
someone.

You'll thank the Jacobson brothers Shane and Clayton for cracking
you up at every turn. The film, packed full of sharp wit and smart
dialogue, will leave a smile on your face long after you've left the
cinema. The talented cast lend a tangible edge to the fly-on-the-wall
thenie and keep you glued to your seat. I thoroughly enjoyed every
aspect of this flm. The plot flowed fawlessly from beginning to end.
This is such a refreshing change from what we’re used to watching that
I'll definitely see it again,

Better than a poke in the eye with a burnt stick, mate!

I"

FREEBIES

It might not be Footy as we know it in
Adelaide, but Khoa Do’s new film

Footy Legends
~is pretty damn good.
If you would like to win a free pass to see it,
simply come down to visit us at On Dit (SAUA
Office, Lady Symon Building) at 1:30pm,
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Footy Legends (PG)
Now Showing Everywhere

Lue Vu
Do) s
unemployed
struggling
to survive in
| Sydney's western
suburbs, He's
also the carer for
his young sister,
d Anne, since their
mother passed
cug o away, He gets a
: . Wake-up call one

day from social services who clalm he’s been neglecting his stster,

But where's the footy, I hear you agk. Well, Luc and his equally
struggling mates (Lloydy [Angus Sampson], Terry [Steven Rooke], Boof
[Jason McGoldrick]}, Shane [Shane MceDonald], Walid [Paul Nakad of
Pizza fame] and Donald [Tristlan Fereti]) decide to enter an amateur
football (well, if you can call rughy league football) tournament that
will win them all new jobs and a brand spankin’ new Holden Utc! But
the boys from the Yagoona Schooners get a whole lot more out of the
competition than that. As the film progresses, you notice in cach of
the characters that they become more proud; they develop a greater
sense of self worth and zest for life; which are issues director Khoa Do
explored in his feature debut, The Finished People. But Footy Legends is
very different. It’s onc of Australian cinema’s few sports movies and it's
a comedy. While the main subject of Footy Legends is footy, the fllm is
about much more than that. It’s about family and mateship and what
you'll do for those closest to you.

Footy Legends might not be quite as good as The Finished People (a
fine film, in my opinion), but it might be a bit of a case of apples and
oranges.
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My Super Ex-Girlftiend (M)
Now Showing Everywhete

Superheroes are often amongst the most idealised, glossy characters in popular
culture - a fact that Smallville’s Tom Welling or the recent Superman Returns have
done little to debunk. Leave it up to the unexpectedly funny and saucy My Super Ex-
Girlfriend to skew that stereotype, since its superhero (Thurman as G-Girl) began as a
human teenager with « few personality issues. An awkward outsider who crossed paths
with a radioactive fallen meteor, G-Girl is needy, neurotic and extreniely sensitive - all
things that Matt (Wilson) has no idea about when he meets Jenny Johnson (G-Girl in
disguise) on the subway. They get off to an awkward start, with their sex life taking off
(pun intended!) after Matt discovers Jenny’s true identity, Problem 1s, their relationship
doesn’t have much of a shelf life, and when Matt decides to break it off, well,.. hell hath
no fury like a superhero scorned.,

Mediocrity, eh? In my search for a somewhat
formal explanation of just what exactly this
concept entailed, my favourite online purveyor
of gossip and hearsay, Wikipedia, extolled the
wonderful concept of being not-so-very-special
after all. Run-of-the-fucking-mill, But, here is
where I'm afraid 'm going to have to go out on
a bit of a limb and (gasp!) disagree with what
the WikiGods have set forth. The problem is
that when it comes to Hollywood, it seems that
seience just doesn’t apply, because mediocrity and
unigueness are far frem being mutually exclusive.

Let's, for example, consider Lindsay Lohan,
surely a prime example of this paradox if ever
there was one. Although, I'm wondering whether
or not you could consider Herbie Fully Loaded as
mediocre. I pretty much found it as appealing
as a plle of faecal matter undergoing anaerobic
fermentation, but I'm pretty damn sure it was
its beige Disney morals that rendered it so. It
remains to be seen if Georgia Rule, which she is
ourrently filming, will live up to her standards
but what's impressed me is Lil'’ Miss Lohan’s

Lo - INTERVIEW OF : : struggle for mediocrity of character, It’s been
Tﬂ D@ widely reported that this week the producers have

sent the ‘star’ a letter telling Ler to make sure she
BROMHERS

gets her over-exposed butt into gear. Apparently

she’s pulled a few sickies due to *heat exhaustion’,

The number of which is Lohan code for feeling pretty damn seedy

Australian  sports films after yet another massive bender on a school
arc few and far between,

“We love Rocky and Major

night. Maybe she means she’s exhausted from
being on heat, 24/7. Tither way, it appears her
League and all these great sports films,” said Khoa Do, when co-stars Felicity Huffman and Jane Fonda think
I caught up with him and his brother Anh, director and star, she’s a right royal shit. So there you go, she's
respecetively, of ooty Legends. ‘ L pretty fucking average, but you've got to admit,
Khoa and Anh complement each other in what they brought to writing the film she’s one of a kind.
(which they did with Anh's wife, Suzanne). Khoa's strength is in dramatic scenes, In a beautiful union of the non-exciting,
while Anl is more adept at comedy, having been a stand-up comedian for several Eddie Murphy is set to marry Mel B. Wasn'’t she
years and appeared in such TV shows as Comedy Inc, Fat Pizza and Rove Live, This supposed to be Scary Spice? To me, scary spice
was evident when 1 asked the Dos who their favourite directors were, While Khoa is a conjours images of those canisters of nutmeg
big Jim Jarmuseh fan, Anh prefers the Farrelly brothers. But they are brothers, so that with retro cardboard packaging you find at the
must affect how they work, moreso than other director/actor combinations, “Khoa f{i back of the cupboard that some unidentifiable
| knows my history. Instead of saying ‘in this scene, imagine humiliation’, he'd say @f] flatmate used a single shake of back in 83 and
‘remember year § PE elass, .. when you're doing the SOm in the pool...and the teacher §f§ which has now solidified into a single mass of
H Liad to jump in and get you out? Remember that humiliation? OK let’s go there.”” ! flavourless sawdust. Anyone recall one of her solo
In addition to experienced Australian stars, Claudia Karvan and Peter Phelps, Footy i} singles? Didn't think so, And Eddie, Well. As far
| Legends features many young and inexperienced actors, When casting the roles, Khoa i as mediocrity is concerned, all I need mention
§ and Anh wanted “real people”. “Often you see beautiful, very clean cut, people” said are the Doctors Dolittle and the Nutty Professors
Khou, of who usually appears on Australian screens. “We wanted people who didn’t fild really don’t I? What Is it with films about dudes
look like they should be on Fome and Away,” added Anh, in white coats?
So what advice does Anh offer budding actors? In short, a day job, “Set yourself up. il  And now for some even more average behaviour,
When you go to an audition, it’s hard enough as it is, without § Mel Gibson, Australia’s ex-favourite ex-son was
: relying on winning the audition to pay the rent.”#| busted doing about 140km/h in a 70km/h zone,
And Khoa's advice to young students@ll] whilst he was as pissed as a fart (and rather wet
wanting to Dbecome flmfH one at that). He then launched into a tirade at
students: “Watch@l] the cop, saying he’d bust his ass or equivalent.
as many films asffl] Seems the crusader hasn't lost his Mad Max
possible; learn from@f instincts, though maybe he’s just pissed that he’s
great filmmakers, not hot any more, more a kind of normal body
Get your digital§fl temperature I guess. Just like the rest of us.
camera and try it Be sure you pop past Uncle Riddy's next time.
out”, We'll get trashed together.

The fairly radical twist on the classic superhero story
s the source for a lot of humour (Eddie Izzard's role as
G-Girl's nemesis is especially hilarious). Much of the film
addresses what other flms have not, and what many of
us would likely be curious ahout if dating a superhero.
Suffice to say that the humour, while often quite risqué,
is not only extremely audacious but also very smartly
written, Such an approach was admittedly a little risky,
but it pays off and pushes the film above most of the
superhero genre. At the samie time, Thurman gets to show
off her rarely-used comic abilities in what ends up being
one of the most laugh-out-loud funny films in years,

Brian O’Neill

“Imagine you just
won Powerball!”

~ Khoa's method of getting a
group of extras to fire up.

“That’s sexy. Much
better than Sydney
uni’s [paper].”

— Anh’s comment while flicking

through the last edition of
On Dit

Dazz
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Perhaps the only film to ever feature
an Australian special-cffects man as the
protagonist (except for the even more
lacklustre sequel), F/X stars Australia’s 237
favourite son, Bryan Brown as Rollic Taylor.
The premise of the film involves an F/X man
who becomes employed under the table by
the US Department of Justice to arrange
a mock hit on an ex-mobster who's turned
state’s evidence. In case you weren't paying
attention, that's the cue for the inevitable
double/triple crosses and mandatory plot
twists that ‘80s thrillers were all about (not
that much has changed over the years). As you
can imagine, the T/X man is pretty savvy once the game's afoot and
e uses all of his wiles to foil the villains as they line up one-by-one to
be taken out. :
Apart from the gaping plot holes and borderline psychic abilities of
our ‘hero’, F/X is reasonably entertaining. If you don’t stop to think
about why they've bothered to involve our hero in the whole issue it
almost hangs together, although the infiltration at the end of the film
stretches belief. The acting is fair for the most part, although I found
the tough-as-nails cop (Brian Dennehy) who's meant to be solving the
erime unconvincing. Oh, and don’t expect

F/7X ,, (M)
(1986)

(1 Mediocrity, n. - The state of Dbeing
! moderate to inferior in quality.

Well, this week’s theme pretty much
| begs for a cutting exposé into the carcer
L of one of the many overblown, overhyped
| B-grade celebrities that Hollywood seems
[ to attract llke maggots to a rotting carcass,
|| However we've already done one of those
| (that's Volume 74, edition 6 for those of
| you playing at home). So let’s take a literal
| interpretation and find someone truly
Il mediocre, Mr 50%.

So where should we look? Mediocre
i films are almost by definition the least
 memorable films, and that makes it tough
1 to recall actors who have performed in a
| number of such films. In fact it’s easier to

TEMUERA MORRISON

anything from the female leads either. On the topic of the cast,
anyone who wonders why Australian actors are quick to shuck off the
ocker accent once they depart our fair shores should check this flm
out, Bryan’s accent throughout this film is as thick as the villains he
disposes of and about seven (7) times as laughable, Music is pretty
much absent through out the film, although there is one god-awful
synthesiser that makes an occasional appearance. Long live the ‘80s!

Overall, F/X is pretty average. There’s not too much here to
excite viewers, although watching Bryan Brown clubbing a villain to
death with an iron was pretty cool, 1t’s a good waste of an afternoon,
assuming you don’t have something better to wateh, You could do far
worse than this (you could, for example, watch the sequel, F/X 2, or
commit ritual suicide, On Dit doesn’t recommend e¢ither), but you
could also do far better. If you must see some F/X then this is probably
the way to go, since the sequel was rubbish and the TV-series (Oh yes,
there was a TV-series) was pretty much the spawn of the devil. It even
starred one of the Daddos (Cameron-flavoured, I think...). But if you
just want to see Bryan Brown in action, I'd recommend Two Hands.
It’s far more satisfying and made from 100% Australian beef®,

Space Monkey

¢ May not be made from 100% Australinn Beef,

CTOR OF THE WEEK

neutrality Dby starring in the abysmal [
Speed 2: Cruise Control, although [ can’t
remember where or in what capacity, Iis
ability to camoufage himself in this truly |
terrible film was carefully learned in such
non-fllms as The Island of Dr Moreau and §
Barb Wire (opposite Pamela Anderson and g
her twin silicone props) where he was less £
memorable than my last article. But, he has £
been in two films wlere I can remember g
both him and his role, namely, Star Wars
Episodes 2 and 3, where he played both
Jango Fett and cvery freakin’ clone trooper
in the two films. He was also involved in one §
of the greatest tragedies of modern cinema
when, at the behest of George Lucas, he
overdubbed the original Boba Fett in the |

! loolk for a certain type of actor, and I reckon
[ the best place to begin searching for Mr.
1 Average 1s probably in television, Despite

the recent influx of ilm actors slumming it
on TV, TV actors are always trying to cross
the line to the silver screen (I've got two-
|| words for you, De-Markation), Now, while
singers gencrally make pretty piss-poor
film stars (take that, J. Lo.), TV actors
tend to have a modicum of acting ability,

| and a modicum of acting ability is exactly
| what we’re looking for. So please allow me
to present, for your personal edification,
one Temuera Morrison, star of New Zealand

| cinema. ‘
Temuera Morrison first started in a
regular role on the Auckland based show,
Shortlund  Street. A five-night-n-week
soap set in an Auckland City hospital,
which follows the complicated personal
and professional lives of it's staff, family
B and friends, where he filled the shoes of

32

Filmography:
River Queen (2005)

Star Wars: Episode [II -
Revenge of the Sith (2005)

Star Wars: Episode II -
Attack of the Clones (2002)

Vertical Limit (2000)

From Dusk Till Dawn 3: The Hangman's
Daughter (2000)

What Becomes of the Broken Hearted? (1999)
Six Days Seven Nights (1998)
Speed 2: Cruise Control (1997)
The Island of Dr. Moreau (1996)
Barb Wire (1996)

Once Were Warriors (1994)

one Dr. Hone Ropata (Thanks, tmdb.com!).
This launched him into the starring role of
perhaps one of the most culturally significant
films to come out of NZ, Once Were Warriors
and the subsequent follow-up What Becomes
of the Broken Hearted? Aware that he was
perhaps overreaching, he cleverly maintained

OnDit74.9

DVD re-release of Empire Strikes Back.
Please remove your hats and observe a
minute of silence... Thank you.

Was this enough to end his carcer? Some [}
say “yea”, whilst others, including director

Vincent Ward, say “nay”, Temuera’s latest

offering to the movie critics is River Queen i
where he onee again plays an emotionless, £

soulless mercenary with a heart-of-gold, So
where to from herc? As long as NZ cinema
lLas a need for a mediocre (In the best sense

of the word) Maori actor, Temuera Morrison [
will have a job. Wherever directors of fif
famous trilogies need to destroy the dreams
of their fans, Temuera Morrison will be [
waiting. And whenever a truly average actor i
is needed, you just need to close your eyes f
and say a prayer; Temuera Morrison will be i
there. Now, if only he’d stop haunting my [#

dreams (recurring nightmare #6),

Space Monlkey “




Top
g 5 MEDIOCRE FILMS OF
ot AL TIME. OR SHOULD THAT BE BOTTOM
o 5 MEDIOCRE FILMS OF ALL TIMEP ND MATTER HOW
YOU PHRASE 1T, IT SPELLS ONE THING, A-VE-RAGE, RANKING
THEM HAS BEEN PRETTY DIFFICULT SINCE THESE FILMS ARE BY DEFINITION
MIDDLE OF THE ROAD, BUT WE'VE GIVEN IT A GO (ACTUALLY, THEY'RE
PRETTY MUCH AS WE THOUGHT OF THEM)., AND BEFORE YOU START
COMPLAINING THAT WE'VE COMPLETELY MISSED OUT ON JEAN-CLAUDE
VAN DAMME, JUST REMEMBER WE'RE LOOKING FOR MEDIOCRE FILMS
HERE, NOT TERRIBLE ONES. SO SIT BACK, RELAX AND SEE IF YOU CAN
REMEMBER THESE BEAUTIES.

B, ERASER. ARNIE STARS IN YET ANOTHER ACTION FILM. THIS WAS
THE ONE WITH THE GUNS THAT COULD SEE AND SHOOT THROUGH WALLS. It
ALSO FEATURED ONE OF MY FAVORITE ARNIE LINES OF ALL TIME ~ “YOU'RE
LUGGAGE” WHICH HE SHOUTS AS HE SHDOTS A CROCODILE {OR IS IT AN
ALLIGATORP), COMEDY GOLD. THE RESTP TIN AT BEST, ZINC AT WORST.

Y. 8MM. FOR A FILM SET IN THE UNDERGROUND WORLD OF SEM AND
SNUFF FILMS, THIS WAS REALLY QUITE BORING, Nick CAGE PUTS IN A
SUBDUED PERFORMANCE {FOR HIM, ANYWAY), AS A DETECTIVE SEARCHING
FOR A MISSING GIRL, BUT OVERALL {T'S PRETTY BLAND.

3, MoNey TRAIN, WESLEY SNIPES AND WooDY HARRELSON TEAM
UP ABAIN, THIS TIME POSING AS BROTHERS, (IF YOU CAN BELIEVE IT) WHD
BOTH WORK AS TRANSIT COPS. PROBABLY MOST MEMORABLE FOR THE
REPEATED SCENES WHERE THE BROTHERS ARGUE OVER WHOM GETS To
PUNCH WHOM, OH AND THE J. L0 SEX SCENE (OR ARE THERE MULTIPLE
SCENESP | CAN'T EVEN REMEMBER ANYMORE. MAYBE

P Y 14

THEY'RE NOT THAT MEMDRABLE),

2. WATERWORLD. AT THE TIME IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST EXPENSIVE
FILMS EVER MADE, S0 IT'S A GOOD THING IT'S GOT KEVIN COSTNER IN
1T, OH WAIT, THAT'S NOT A GOOD THING, IT'S NOT EVEN A GROOD THING.
ACTUALLY, THIS MOVIE ISN'T THAT AWFUL, ALTHOUGH IT COPPED A
LOT OF BAD PRESS, T IS HOWEVER RIDDLED WITH PLOT HOLES AND
INCONSISTENCIES. BUT IT DOES CARRY AN IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL
MESSAGE: WHEN GLOBAL WARMING FINALLY MELTS THE ICE CAPS, MAN
WILL EVOLVE GILLS,

1. DANTE'S PEAK, OVERSHADOWED AT ITS RELEASE BY THE STRANGELY
SIMILAR VOLCANO (WHY DO DISASTER FILMS ALWAYS COME IN PAIRSP),
DANTE'S PEAK FEATURED PIERCE BROSNAN AS SOME KIND OF VOLCANO-
KNOWING-GUY (EO: THEY'RE CALLED VULCANOLOGISTS, MR MONKEY)
WHO TRIES TO SAVE A SMALL TOWN FROM BEING MELTED BY MOLTEN
MAGMA... MMM MAG-MA... BETTER THAN SOME DISASTER FILMS {CAN
YOU SAY OUTBREAKP), BUT WORSE THAN OTHERS, AND THE GENRE ITSELF
1S PRETTY SUCKY.

UNFORTUNATELY, WE COULDN'T QUITE FIT IN THESE BAD BoYS...

BAD Bays CoN AR
Bap Boys 2 Big DapDY
You've 6ot MaiL PROBLEM CHILD
SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE CLIFFHANGER
RuHAWAY BRIDE ENTRAPMENT
THE MAN WITHOUT A FACE THE CABLE Guy
THE STEPFORD WIVES 1.
DAYS OF THUNDER ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
FINDING NEVERLAND STEALTH
THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS AND Dogs THE MIGHTY DUCKS
DIE ANOTHER DAY MeN AT WoRK
SPEE0 2 SWEET HOME ALABAMA
PHILADELPHIA POLicE AcADEMY | - 28
ApoLLo I3 ... ANYTHING WITH SANDRA BuLLOCK OR
SERENDIPITY HuGH GRANT

In the Shadow

of the Palms (M)

Now Showing at Palace Nova

The only film or documentary to be shot
in Iraq both before, during and after the US

invasion of lraq in 2003, In the Shadow of

the Palms aims to show the lives of civiliang
in Iraq, chronicling the changes in their
lifestyles over a period of several moths.
Australian  Almmalker Wayne (loles-Jancess
occasionally  speaks  with the American
military (enough to provide the film with
a sense of balance), but mostly focuses on
the civilians, whose perspectlves are seldom
revealed in public here in Australia, The
film approaches a diverse range of people
- a university professor, a newsagent and a
cobbler amongst them, most of whom appear
to have a certain resolve in the face of attack.
Some of them express great hatred towards
the U8, while some appeur more pitying,
resigned or saddened,

The flm is otherwise difficult to surmise,
except to say that hearing the perspectives

of a group of people we have often been

encouraged to judge prematurely is an
extremely valuable thing to document. Sadly,
this perspective will probably not be heard by
those who need to hear it most, with the film
most likely to appeal to those who already
disagree with the Bush stance on the war with
Iraq. For those who do see it, the documentary
Is engaging and occasionally quite moving,
benefiting from dealing not just .with the
Iraqi experience of the initlal attack, but from
showing another way of life, There is a sense
that the documentary may have been rushed
slightly, mostly through the distractions
provided by the fairly frequent errors in
the subtitles. In the Shadow of the Palms
othierwise comes strongly recommended,

Brian O’Neill

onDit74.9

Ib‘,! ’Olr/‘.

The Lake House (M)
Now Showing Everywhere

In a world not so far away, every man and
woman who fall in love are as good looking
as Ms. Bullock and Mr. Reeves, both of whom
still offer the same chemistry in The Loke
House as they did in Speed several years ago.
This world - let’s call the world "Happily Liver
After" . {s such that two people can meet
each other even when they exist two years
apart at the same house, as is the case with
Kate (Bullock), who moves out of a stunning,
glass-walled house on a lake in 2006 while
Alex (Reeves) moves into the house in 2004,
Kate leaves a note asking the next resident
to forward any of her mail - yet oddly, the
recipient of the note is Alex, who wonders
why Kate has apologised for nonexistent paw
prints on the frout door of the house.

The two begin to correspond, growing
closer to each other as they share their lives
via mail, all the while they consult their
friends and family about the mystery of the
time-travelling mail (Shohreh  Agdashloo
Is lovely but underutilised as Bullock's
hospital coworker. At the same time, Kate is
reuntted in 2006 with Morgan (Dylan Walsh)
- a perfectly likeable man whose ouly crime is
that he is not and can never be the one. There
are a couple of small twists afforded by the
time-travel twist - a twist that is thankfully
not overused, Yet ultimately, there’s really
very little point in even writing this review,
since most audiences will already know what
to expect. Suspend your disbelief for two
hours and The Lake House will prove to be
a pleasant romantic indulgence, leavened by
a little humour and a few very picturesque
locations.
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Mediocrity Watch
We allaknow:one should nover
hook by its cover, where ook =lilin and
=titles Butothe forthcoming Shakes
oica Pane has themiovie \'mld abuzz widli
anticipation. s star isenone cother g
Sitmuels Ly slackson s (vesy thesames A
Jackson: frome PudpFiedong aorongother
things)s whoireportedivesignedton whent i
lreard ehie propostd cdeand foughe oot
andnaibwlion che director wanredivg change:
ieNow Flonow whatvordre thinkiongzosueely
Ssnakess ondad plane” s juse aomeeaphor
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subtld ondestond arlighehearted Arivolin i
actinicloss portraval ol good versus ovil s !
NopesSndakes onsa Plange: s actaaldly abou
snakes, Ousaspline,
Sofsetreadvdearreadersstheve wre only
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ot unlike Soul. Blade, the. Dynasty Warriors games
havc since. m1dc aname for thcmselves for then
over. thc to b"lttleﬂeld action set in ancmnt
Chlna Soinundera decade we are naw at the
14th game in the séries (not mcludmg the two: ©
es; thlec Samural Warriors: titles

erocs: wluch areall:spin- ~offs from the
w‘wh'lts |e"l||y changed after 5o
or and with the extra poLentnI ,

given by the: 3607 Well not a lot really,
Out5|de of some unutely prettlen ch'nacter ;
exnctly the same game th‘lt
came ou onPS2: Char 1cte| models look: HICCI.
u the locnnons are. stnli as b'\l ‘n‘ and as

- displaying hund: eds of chamctcr s'on:screcn:at

‘once without battmg an C)’Clld One of the factors

hat eally hindered the over all féel fol battles is
rest.of the soldiers in your army hardly: -
Seei t to fight atall leaving cverything all up to
“you. Basic elements in control coild have 5|mply
beenaltered to. make the game mechanics run
- beteei and the fact that there is no independent
“control. of the camcia with the second:stick not
onlyadds ahuige level of frustration, But is simply
inexcusable after so inany releases.
©h - Dynasty Warriors 5[:‘Empn'c:s introduces elemencs
of strategy that dydd atleast some new factors
“tothe game. however, this is the same game that
was released six: years ago with but a few new
foatuires fiore and there; it's mutton in lamb’s
clothing if yoi will:

Dynasty Warriors is the first budget release on
the 360 so'it you're:a fan of the'series and looking
forrmore of the samd (and |'do:mean:same);it's

“a cheap fix, Personally though'| think you're best
s waiting for-a game like Ninety: Nine Nights, which
is set to take similar concepts.and truly exploic

them foi:. the next generation.

Matthew Williams

'others are for you to dec:de

'Daniel‘fPurv s

games featured w:th a star are. excellent games 'The enemy AI pays att ion co youn actions so-

b1sh|ng attacle again and again won 't always worl¢
‘ keepmg b-lttles mtelestmg and lmkmg them fun,:

“shaded world. Wh'\t it does do though it docs
nght It pr owdes a Iengthy ch1llcngc that kccps




t My DS has gathered up dust lately due to the
|| release of the Xbox 360 so | was pleased to have
4 new games to review turn up over the winter
break. Here’s what | think:

Golden Nugget Casino DS

Golden Nugget Casino DS is a gambling
simulator on a console where the average
user isn't old enough to step Into a real
casino, Initla) Impressions of sound, graphics
and presentation were pleasing; they were like
any online casino and just as lifeless, The game
offers numerous game modes to blow your
money, from the chocolate wheel to roulette
and a large selection of slot machines,

Within 10 minutes of playing It became
apparent that there was nothing more to this
game than a randomiser under different skins.
The only game in the selection that remotely
used any skill was Black Jack, which ultimately
comes down to luck.To cap things off, there's
no consequence for your actions. Who cares
if you risk It all when you can just reset your
money whenever you feel like!

If you want the same level of fun, buy
yourself dice and predict each roll.

Texas Hold'Em Poker DS

After one crappy gambling sim | was
reluctant to give this one a go, but with
frlends always inviting me along to poker
nights and never having a clue what to do, |
hoped for the best, Texas Hold'Em Is the "In”
game and whilst other variations of poker are
available, It is why this will sell.

Unlike Golden Nugget, one of the first things
| noticed Is that Texas Hold’Em actually offers
a tutorial on how to play the game.Though
short and limlted, | found the tutorlal taught
me the basics, making the game feel more
complete than Golden Nugget.

Presentatlon Is relatively plain and simple,
The top screen shows a basle graphic of the
table, names, cards shown, pot and totals.
Whillst simple, It works well and Is easy to
check Informatlon on the fly. The bottom

screen shows a flrst person look at your hand,

cards on the table and the necessary menus.
Card graphics aren't overly crisp though and
| found It far easier to look at the top screen

most of the time. There are some nice graphics
to depict “tells” of other characters, which works
well and gives the table some life.

A Poker Tour mode is featured give the game
a point to playing and | found this quite addictive.
Although, | felt there was little to the game after
finishing this. Quite simply, what more do you
expect? It's poker and it's addictive!

One complaint: after a while | learned how to
manipulate the game's Al and learnt how to drive
a player out of the game in only two turns. It's not
as if you're playing against ‘Deep Blue' here. If this
game featured a single card multiplayer It'd be a
winner for no fuss poker on the go. However, you
can't beat a round of real poker with mates.

ATV Quad Frenzy

Enough gambling! A[ll] T[errain] V[ehicle]
racing eh? | turn on the game and the first
thing | realise is I've been looping through the
same menus for the last five minutes. Turns
out they loop through unless you press start.
Three...two..one...and they're off, but hang, on |
feel like I'm riding a pushbike here.Why do the
bikes mave so slow and why are checkpoints so
tight and close together? This isn't offroad racing
at all. I've played some good ATV games like ATV
Offroad Fury for P52 and the fun came from simply
screwing round in big open environments and
launching off massive jumps. After completing a
lap | thought ‘screw it' and decided to take it off
the track and see what happened.To my surprise,
the terrain that generates before you didn't stop
generating, there were no calls to come back
and for 10 minutes flat | just drove away from
the track with no end in sight, bouncing away as
1 launched off hills and mountains. | was hugely
impressed by this limitless boundary, especially
for a DS game, but what's stupid Is this Isn’t
even a part of the game, there’s no game mode
that makes use of this technical marvell If the
checkpoints in the game were simply scattered
out over the maps, where you could really choose
the path you took, this game would be a hell of a
lot of fun, There's definitely a solid game engine
underneath some sloppy track design.

The Interface does nothing to help the game,
often finding myself lost as to my status In
the career type mode countless times,YWhen
spending your money from wins it doesn't even
indicate what parts you've bought and so often

you will buy a lesser part by mistale. The
racing style grew on me gradually over time
and the quad bikes ultimately

felt like they should, with balance playing a
huge role In each race. In the end it was the
stupld menu design that made me just give
up on the game,

It’s disappointing to see such promise
ruined by lazy programmers, but if they ever
fix it up it could certainly be worth your
time.

Monster Trucks DS

© Hmmmm Monster Trucks now, that
just has to be awesome!,,... that is until |
looked at the back of the box and noticed
something distinctly simitar,

IT'STHE EXACT SAME GAME AS ATV
QUAD FRENZY!

That's right, as soon as | put it in my DS
the familiar menus and music popped up.
The game is exactly the same except for
the fact you race Monster Trucks and not
ATVs on slightly different, near identical
tracks in largely the same locations, Boy, |
pity the kid that gets given both games on
his birthday, The reason this game falls flat
more so than ATV Quad Frenzy Is that the
game style doesn't even suit Monster Trucks.
It felt adequate with ATVs, but when | think
Monster Trucks all | want to do Is drive off
ramps and crush cars and I'd happily pay
$50 to do so.

Featuring the same endlessly generating
terrain, | guess both games are let down
by the fact that sister versions are featured
on the GBA, which obviously
couldn't handie such a feat. | really wish the
developers pulled thelr fingers
out,

On one last but positive note, the
checkpoint indicator that was no help atall
in Quad Frenzy (pointing to the location
In relation to the map and not where you
are drlving which Is absolutely useless for
a qulck glance) has been fixed In Monster
Trucks.

Matthew Willlams




TV has a bad reputatlon The storylines. are

twee or UnoFiginal The scriptssuffer from tag

imuch ‘doctoring’, rendering them mildly affecting
to_all but funny/sad/thrilling to no ane bar the

In short, it Is a high quality product with its focus

on-:the.-Middle-American -family...of..Mom,. Dad,
2.5 ‘children, a dog, a cat and a mortgage. From
this position the writers are game to target the

most jelly brained, couch-dwelling suburbanite. The
production values-are as:{ow as the JQ of the stars

and:the- director-is'a-hack: who has:failed- in.film.....

And that is If there s a creative team behind it-at
all, more and more viewers are beirg subjected.to

‘reality TV!, Were S¢ript, plot, acting and direg

are the" babies. being ‘thrown: out’ with the bath

watet. in.shors, we are told that TV is a mlasma of

.a.scope that i

President, “the ‘madia, family ~structures, elites,”
yakels, conservatives, lIberals and the French. it is
ore fitting to, Cop Buddy Explosion

Flick Iif: The Terrorist French Newsreader, and yet it

“is.the medlocre medium of TV. that brings these

issuas:to the:fore: Mare ‘seriaus’ shows lile.The -

‘Sopranos, Six Féet: Under, 0% and. the seemingly

endless array of crime and punishment styleshows

excreta, rotting our: minds, draining our-soles and
leading us to an early grave,
What “utter:icrap:

Mainstream (Hollywood). films are foeussed: en

nota mediocre-art--
form; it is-an art farm: that valorises mediocr:ty;;

from “hoth “sides of the Attantic are” al§o Using ™
ordinary people In (relatively) ordinary situations

to.startling dramatic. effect. . ..

No discussion of the ordlnary in TV would be.

'complete without touching on the new:staple

“'the big_stories; aliens, war, disasters ete, but they

seldom  reach -the artistic-and- inteflectual ‘heights

of their. subject. matter. TV:ion the other: hand.is

“of crdp TV; Reality programs:[-am" not “going ‘to

preterid’ that "this” genreIs known for reaching
Heights of excellence; but. borne of the public!

intérested in the mundane; the dull, the accessible,
‘uses:it's humble ‘seftings 1o reach’into the
‘palities, peyches and desives of society:

One-of the most internationally recogmsed ™

icons-is-Mr. Homer Simpson, the embodiment. of

" love of the ordinary. Reality TV producers

claim that they hold @ mirror. up:to society and

-that-people:are enthralled-by.what they.see. Such

statements - a fanciful’ medfa: spin, reality TV is.
constructed as any other shaw,and the produ

the average, The Simpsons is syndncacad across

ithé: globe; it has consistently igh- ratings, is. the:

-longest-tunning animation. series.of
STILL manages to snag awards and «

KioW :thiat whet "pedple want to“see“are
average, dull peaple just like themselves. M

.could Jamie have won Big Brother 2006

Chevaller




BIG BROTHER

THE EPITOME OF MEDIOCRITY

So another series of Big Brother has
wrapped up and word on the street is that
it's coming back next year. | can safely say
that this year's series was the blandest thing
since plain white bread. This is, mind you was
despite the serious efforts of the producers
who stuffed this series with the mother-
daughter conspiracy, the revenge room,
Michael the insider, no less than six intruders,
the turkey-slapping debacle with the removal
of two housemates and the arrival of two
new ones, in the space of just three months.
Big Brother is a celebration of the mundane,
the ordinary and the blah. Just line up all the
previous winners — Ben, Peter, Regina, Trevor,
the Logans and now Jamie - and you'll see
that they're all pretty average, pretty middle of
the road sort of people. The Interesting and
mid-numbingly annoying ones such as Vesna,
Tim, Dan, Crissy, Camila and Sara-Marle may
get a glimpse of the finish line in second or
third place, but ultimately they're way too
interesting to deserve it. This series once
again proved that Mike Goldman (the host of
Up Late and Friday Night Live) is the only one
worth watching (that is of course if you don't
include Gretel's frocks), Someone should give
that guy a medal.

Kalista Campbell

‘ Whlch SA gwl with an

mediocre level: of t1lcnt. smgged
heérself 2 recording contract after:

warbling a few notes in'the BB house?

Who was the second BB Insider?

. What was the name given to the
“fordimary” act of sexual misconduct .
_that got.the whole country talking?

* Who did Katie say,You do have a’ blg

wang, don't ya!'! too?
Which utterly' mediocre sex tourist

' coined the phrase ‘nicleus of cool?;
“Which-housemate distinguished

himself by using surfboard wax asa
hirsute styling aid? ‘

skankness uttcl ed thc |mmort’1| words

“Game on moles'

Name one of the completely adoi-ablg
but ultumtely duII members of the |
house: i.e. orie of the farm a mals:
Which Hotisemate shotild be firied fo

" false'advertising after stating on'the
- BB websitc that the three words that /-
best describe. him are; Awesome.goo

Ioolung and per sonable!.

- Which mlldly interesting houscmates

Well we predicted at the
start of the year and we
can now confirm that David
Tennant is the best Dr. since
the legendary Tom Baker! Do
yourself a favour and check
it out -

Dr. Who Saturdays ABC
7:30pm




Good Apollo I'm Burning Star IV /|
Volume One: Special Edition

Sony BMG / Columbia

day | am going to be looking at an Jssue that has
perplexing me for some time ‘now. In’this land,
and.'down. under’. 5o, to speak, why is it that-us
ralian's often can’t tell the difference between the A number of frlends had been praising this
heat of supmer and the coldness of winter? Why is it band for a long time, so | thought it was time that
“that so.many.Adelaldians.(including Tyson).wear thoge....... | should see what all the fuss was about, Firstly,
s on thelr feet known as flip flop's/thongs In the must state that Coheed and Cambria isn't your
le of July! typical punk band. They have sweeping guitar
. oming:from- Austraﬂa-meansnthatmwg Jove. 10.g0o. i S solos, beautiful acoustic numbers and haunting
W to the beach in'the summertime, checlkout those ‘ ‘ ‘ lyrics. Somehow they have managed to build
ky boys playing Frisbee with no shirts on,and laugh Mr “/édnesday strong underground following, without muct
~at that dorky-lid who jumps on their boogy board.to - ; _— ‘ commercial play or promotion, Their music ha
kid across the sand and falls flat ‘on their ass.In‘these” - f e [ . done all the talking and convincing for them.
s of conditions it is fantastic to be able to slip off - . B IRE(HRNGICRLONEOWERIE,.| .04 Anollo starts with a small orchestra
hangs, skip atross the sand carefree; tryingto-~ [ Independeht o : plece that eventually leads Into the seconc
k like any celebrity remotely beach-like except for : : ‘ track called ‘Always & Never'. This track show:
ela Anderson from Baywatch, But, why is it that. . The Garden Whele Parties Grow. could be thc (]2 softer, more emotional side to the band, ye
hien the gloom of winter starts'to appear that half of *  [SHHIN ack of a Iong trip home: from work manages to never be soppy. The acoustic gultal
Adelaide stay Inthelr summer gear and [gnore the need _through an urban and industrial landscape. mixed with what sounds like bird nolses anc
‘wear boots or other forms of protective footwear You start:waiting for a bus, mingling with other children chatting in the background, somehow

op our toes: from falling off due to frostbite? | ‘commuters, ‘whose ‘conversations start out manages to elevate the band to a level that mos!

ve a theary (y yes I actually am going'to try solve the ‘quictly bt soon NIRRTl | punk / emo bands never reach, Surprisingly, they
arld's problems in On Dit for oncel). Australian’s love .~ F/NSINSHNTS continues people come’ and go, {] don't lose any credibility for doing it either,

urmmer so-much that they are In denfal about it being:.  conversations stop, start, harmonise. This.is From there, the disc takes a small nosedive

at this time of year!:So Instead of dealing with the' . - £ Ve NI LR R PTITRIRY . f Songs  like 'Welcome Home', ‘Crossing  the
act that "5 bloody freezing out de nd.your house is . 3 landscape: changes: you clnnge from -being Frame' and ‘Apollo 1: The Writing Writer' al
‘ : Bl stuck in road works: (F1IImg HETNIISEM I tend to blend in with one another; it Isn’t unti
continue to go to the bar, ask for a cold beer and ' to long roads where the bus: stops frequiently ‘Once Upon Your Dead Body' that things star!
ay-out °" the Barr. Smith. Lawns hoping to soak up.. . | (Sealevel). ' Finally, you. arrive home in the to look up. At this particular track, the banc
L LR I W R I (R To T BRI [ ] starts to broaden thelr horizons and add othe
| YT Rt IR L ] elements and instruments Into their individua
B | don't know, but the analogy here gives an mix of prog-rock, The guitars add a spacey fee
“idea of the dynamic of The Garden: ] to the track and allow the band to break out o
RIS @ T N PRI | that mould of samey song. You're then thrown :

ler, ar 50 anyway, hot re-drientation™ & ‘whole, just. as yol cannot PEVCELERGEAR - | punch in the face with the next track.
iy in the cloisters. on Wednesday guys, The ~home. A ‘mix‘ RN OIS EVGIRRINITE]. | ‘Wake Up' Is a beautiful acoustic ballac
U did: well in providing fun filled times for (e fiLc o fefle HaILI AW IS TSI . | that has strings and slide guitars and othe
everyone One problem though. Did anyone " [HIEEE BRI IR S instruments that you don’t expect to pop uf
ctually know that it was the AUU- who got soundscapes : giving  impressions : of - space on an album like this one.The track transport
amels, rock climbing,: hair:la : - EORERHE AUGEN B Tl aaldles | | you to a place where your mind is misty and ful
% us? why oh'why, was there no real-PR for here. it would be either ‘'In.the: Garden Where @ of emotion, and would be perfect for everyone
- advertising the AUU? Don't get me wrong. | e UGl R L VL TR RRNL ] o) favourite teen drama, The O.C.This track woulc
YOU-gUYS, but.l would: he interested. in....:f vocal crescendos or perhaps, The WallWhere o have to be the standout track for me, with suct
Beifig:how successful re-orfentation day was: - SRR ORI 2y LR I TRV RUTTINT - emotlon and power that you really don’t expec

in gainlng support for the AUU; because it all: played: when you have the ti‘me‘to e from the band.
a-hell-ofa lot of fun, for:. .. alliof:it, Dippjng would reduce the impact, A 4, Once again, the band falls Into a trap of all o
iwhat reason again?" Furthermore, | question mix of (sometime chaotic) keyboards, guitar; m the tracks sounding the same.You're thrown Intc
‘the-validity of a union that pays models’ to “distorted” but quiet - (sometimes " chaotic) five or six tracks that all blend Into each other
viasesfor-thajr- Pl‘étty [PV PRV - GV ICU SRR vocals and cello, The Garden varies, but always and don’t really standout. Good Apollo Is a grea
rounded” by pleture ‘perfect : stuidents, . - SIS -ATRAILTTF RTINS album if you are a big punk / prog-rock fan, It ha!
: _ngudents who don't require: the .thousands |  Think v il a handful of standout tracks that really show:
dollars tolosk likesreal uni goers' in a [ B LHVER LRI R G EmpCIOI ] what the band could be capable of With the righ
to shoot.;.come on ‘guys, the union is @ I'm 9 Today! = Mum direction, Coheed and Cambria could soon be
ing. well in ﬁghtmg strong after the intro - ‘Gong' ~ Sigur Ros {your new favourite band.
k y i ‘Sail:to the Moon' - Radiohead g

“Andrew | Turner. [ Simon Finck




THE LITI‘LE WILLIES

Honeytrap Records

The Sunpllots, being a four piece from the
womb of Australian music, Sydney, could be for-
{glven for falling short of the headlines and being
“J excluded from the big reviews but the good news
Is there's no need as they've achleved quite a lot in
their brief stint since early last year. Their epony-
mous debut EP has just been released on front
man Raj Siva-Rajah’s independent label Honeytrap
Records and it's safe to say you'll be seeing more
of The Sunpilots,

The band's own bio and various press reviews
liken thelr style to that of Radichead crossed with
4 Pearl Jam and who am | to question a quite ac-
ey curate comparison? [t must be said that the music

i
oo

inad s ltkely to be heard on an easy listening time stot L/
| of your focal radio mix station but that can't de- |.....
tract from the careful and skilful preparation of
the worls,

Thelr first track, ‘Animals In my Mind' is clearly
the standout single, designed to be heard over the
airwaves and to earn them the recognition they
deserve. Impressive use of backing vocals and clas-
sical fade and crescendo techniques give rise to a
} heavlly structured and almost too neat song. Oddly
enough the six track EP contains two versions of
thelr Intended single, ‘Animals in my Mind’ and
‘Spotlight in the Sun’; radio edits of each can be
heard and aren't significantly different from their
full length counterparts. | can't help but feel this
could be a shameless advertisement of their mar-
ketability coupled with a distinct lack of volume.
Then again, It's equaliy likely they're holding back
for their full length disc which, if they’re smart
should follow this beauty In the very near future,

‘Spotlight in the Sun' follows on from the first
# track and is very much more of the same, which
In this case Is not a bad thing at all, it has its hooks
and appropriate bridging and maintains the soft
8 rock style very aptly. At times | wonder if Ra| takes

1 his lyrics a little too seriously as there are very |
few lulls throughout the entire album, his voice Is b
an almost constant presence and while a welcome |s
quirk could possibly detract from the music and
melodies themselves.'Metric System' and ‘Medicat-
ed Shell’ are more progressive than the two ‘single’
tracks telling more of a story in each,

The Sunpilots are on the right way to build-
ing a name for themselves. Thelr official website
www.thesunpilots.com boasts links to their con-
tent via iTunes, direct downloads and the Infamous
Myspace, While I'm not marking the days off on a
calendar until the upcoming LP | sure hope that all
this press attention and free distribution of their
q worlc Isn’t golng to amount to a monumental sell-

mu5|c1l genl os togethel docsn t lool( pl omi ng
So. whe it came to Hstenlng t

s countl Y.
/music at. all e felt as |f the listener had beer:
3‘t|ansported b1cl< to the d1ys of cowboys and
-saloons filled with: smgcrs and danccn s, yet woth

a modern twist. ‘

Tracks stich as ‘Love Ml 'Il Novel Get Out

‘ OfThls World Alive’ and “Its Not You It's: Me”
evake such strong: emotions. and: make’ you
feel for the character in the sang, Although the:
country inflience. might seick: out like a knife
“in the side of your body. it néver really affects
“the song heavily, Some of the standotit tracls
include ‘Roly Poly' and ‘No Place To F1I| ‘Roly
‘Poly is a rollicking number that never scems
to lose momentum and is jsta fun; fast paced
song. ‘No Place To Fall' is a gorgeotis ballad that

‘ would fit bcautlfully on:a Norah-Jones record,
. The album, ‘prodiiced by: bassist - Lee
Achandcn. is- mainly. covei's of old country
~songs. Only two of the albums. tracks were
written by thc band. ‘Roll. On’, written: by,
‘Alexandel 2 medium' paced song . that
exp|o|cs the ‘hardship that life brings; and how
we must; overcome it. The last song that caught
_my attention was il Gotta Get Drunk; Written
by Willie Nplson. the song: showcases Noiah

‘worth it just'for that one track.
Whether this is just asmall side. project
for ‘Ms, Jones, ‘ot whether The Little Willies

full of quality songs. It's a good-album: to. have
playing on: those lazy Sunday:afternoons: when'

when you're drinking by yourself-at home.

~Junkie XL, akaTom Holkenborg is a Dutchman
‘|whom many may not have heard of, but whose
‘music may be more famillar than some realise.

‘cgmmercials. He is one of the most respected

|home of Hollywood. He is also responsible
[ for the 2002 remixed version of Elvis Presley's

2 showcase of Junkie XL's abllity to meld rocking

Jnteresting samples and well constructed loops
[/ to create an album that takes the listener on a
!l Journey Inside the mind of Tom Holkenborg,

# tronic and the Instrumental. Guitar based melo-
‘| dies with gutsy synthesized rhythms dominate
<] this album, and the music flows seamlessly from
“|.one track to the next. It s also Interspersed with
“Jintrospective, ambient melodies. It has a very

-{ to escape the confines of his other work which

ones ability: to change: from' jazz. songstress B8
to heartbroken lover. The cost of this album is

¢ work in creating music for film scores and video
:} games.Tom himself says of Today - “This album is
{more of just one thing; It's really a vibe that I'm
-] inright now. So that's why it's called Today. It’s
pretty much where | stand right now In my musi-

have more to show: the world, this album ‘is §

yoli want: to relax; or for those Saturday nights
Simon Finck.

_Jultura, one might expect a more comprehensive
, ]aurney through the genres, but alas, this is not

| sefve to offset what would otherwise be overly
{ repetitive melodles. For all you Faithless or New

| right up your alley. For those of you who are not,

Ultra Records

He has contributed to the scores of such movies
as’ The Animatrix, Team America and Kingdom of|
Heaven. He composes music for video games and

composers, producers and remixers in his new

A Little Less Conversation’, but we shouldn’t
old that against him. Today is his fourth album,

gultar riffs and amblent synth with a plethora of

“*"This disc is an interesting blend of the elec-

distinct ‘elghtles’ sound In parts, a lot like New
Qrder but perhaps with a hint more technology
(although after 15 years one would think the di-
vide would be greater). His talent Is undentable
<’dnd his motivation Is clearly evident. He has
obviously produced this album as a side project,

dictates the extent of his creativity. His talent lies
in:the creation of amblence - some of his tracks
will pick you up with him (listen to the opener,
*Youthful', or ‘I've got a Xerox to Copy'), while
others will have you brooding with him (listen
to'Yesterdays’ and ‘WWe Become One'). It's clear
10. see why he has been so successful with his

cal development.”
““With Junkie XLUs Influences ranging from King
Crimson to Peter Gabriel to Sonic Youth to Sep-

the case with Today. It Is an Interesting album, up-
beat at times - but mostly wistful and reflective.
he lyrics are sparse and mostly ornamental, but

QOrder or Enigma fans out there, this will llkely be

give it a listen - It has still found a special spot on
iy maybe plle.. Check out www.myspace.com/

out. Cross your fingers with me folks, ’ , 'j?’nklm' Trust me
Lyam L ddnen e ' Jimmy
OnDIt74.9 39



Thom Combe interviewed by Chris Burford

The Finishing School is the product of two sets of
greatly gifted musical siblings, and have been welcomed in
venues across town since 2001. OnDit speaks with guitarist/
violinist/vocalist Thom Combe, about the bands lates

| release, traveling abroad, and Australian Idol. But Thom
begins by telling us about the perils of pet ownership.

Yeah, our neighbour rang up the other day saying, 'your cats keep|
sitting on the bonnet of my car and scratching it, you've gotta keep them ]
inside at night'. So that's what 1 did last night, but | couldn't find any kitty

Itter, as the area of the house that usually contains the kitty litter i

about to demolished, and hence is empty. So | laid out some newspaper,in :
the naive hope they might use that,and thought the rest of the floors tiled |

so it wouldn't be too hard to clean. But | awoke (to glorious aromas) to
find the newspaper seeming to have been involved in some epic cat-battle,

the tiles bare,and the one square metre of mat I'd forgotten about covered |

n..well it had changed colour. So neighbour, your car's getting scratche
onight! And if you're reading...I'll make it up to you by inviting you to the
aunch,

For those not in the know, can you introduce The
Finishing School to OnDit readers;

| We are 'The Finishing School', a local Adelaide band that has
been around this town in one form or another for about 5 years,
We started out with a couple violins, cello and guitar (with 2 vocals)
but over time the group has evolved Into a more conventional
| guitar-bass-drums + violin set up, The four piece group consists
of two sets of siblings; Zac and Tristan on drums and bass, and
Emily and myself (Thom) on violin and guitar/vocals. We play about
80% originals, and just throw in the odd cover by Radiohead or Tori
d Amos for good measure. We recently recorded our second EP called
{ Unit One, which we're launching at Jive on Friday August |!, and
have been selected as a feature in Triple J's unearthed competition.
You returned to the scene late last year, but disappeared
1for quite a while before then. Where did you go?

Well, Emily hit England working all different kinds of jobs. Tristan
spent a year in Canada where he played in a number of Indie bands
in the Toronto scene and also spent his time checking out music in
New York and Seattle, Zac lazed around in China (as he does from
time to time!) doing everything from music to study and mountain

J climbing! It was I8 months before all four of us were back in the
Y country again, at which point we decided that it was time for the
| band to reform again, write some new songs and record a new EP.
travelling affect their
and what inspired them most
| whilst o/s?
! Tristan found the whole Seattle scene amazing, and The Crocodile
Club Isn't wallowing in Its fame as the home of early 90s grunge at
all, and it's still promoting new experimental music, Apparently blg
crowds come out and see awesome stuff there which is way less
conservative than Adelaide music, it's great to see that sort of music
being really appreclated. And just the amount of music coming out
of Toronto and London at the moment is huge, and it's pretty mind
blowing to see. The competition is fierce so the calibre of bands playing
In ordinary venues [s fantastic, and it's inspiring to see.As for Zac and his
China travels, he says you can't beat seeing 20 Buddhist monks beating
their drums and gongs in a 1000 year old snow covered monastery on
a mountain,

Probably not. Can you tell us about the new EP,
and what direction you have taken with it;
We put a lot of time into the new ER recording it over a

| couple of weeks at The Cheese Factory in Black Forest. It's a little

heavier than our first, but that is just the nature of how the band
has evolved since getting back together. There are moments with
distorted guitar and Zac exploding on the drums but also with
violin at the same time, so it's not like we've totally changed our

| style; we still have those bluesy folky roots but sometimes It's in

a heavier context. That sald, there is one track on the EP which is

i just a trio of acoustic bass, guitar and vocals, We tried to mix up

the sound of the EP as much as we could to keep It interesting.

Whichsingershaveyoulidolizedthroughoutyourcareer?
| Anyone that can give you those 'fission' moments, you know

when their voice gives you shivers down your spine, does it for
me, Of course Thom Yorke has delivered quite a few of those,

but also some people I've got from my parents collection, like |isi

Eva Cassidy. She has this ability to move from beautiful, serene,
f not somewhat cheesy verses, to crazy pop-diva choruses,

| she always inspired me (to watch dishes) in the car when | used

to work up in the Barossa. There was also a dude who | used
o see at uni, He was blind and would sit in the caf' doing a few

Tibetan sub-harmonic exercises or something, he was pretty crazy.| .

What do you think of competitions like

{1dol, should they have a place In the

muslc Industry? i

Hey they're good entertainment. | kind of view them as|."
a separate entity to the music industry. Everyone likes to
see somewhat embarrass themselves, everyone loves to see
someone taking the piss, everyone loves to see someone
get shot down by a judge, everyone loves to see awkward

] moments, everyone loves to see someone win, and hey|

sometimes people even love to see a bit of the old touchdown.|:
What albums have you purchased recently?
Well, I'm a little bit naughty when it comes down to notj}

| downloading the fuck out of stuff that | like. And I've never| '™
bought a huge amount of Cd's, most often | hear about new|.

Cd's from friends who've already bought the Cd and 1 listen to

1 theirs, But semi-recently | guess I've bought the new albums from
| The Bera Band, Wilco, The Elected, and I got given the DVD of

Moonwalker from a friend recently. Now that shit Is entertainment, k.
What can we expect to see at your cd launch @ Jive?
Well, we will basically try to play the best gig we've ever

{ played, with the best sound we've ever had, with the best
| support we've ever had (Brunatex & Jude Elliot). There's no

real theatrics or fireworks planned, | guess just trying to give
our own songs what the appropriate amount of justice it is that
they deserve.And we'll pull out a few new tracks for those in the
crowd who have maybe seen our set on more than one occasion.

The Finishing School launch thelr new EP Unit One
at Jive on Friday August | I*h at Jive. Joining them will
be locals Brunatex & Jude Elliot. Read more about
the Finishing School at www.thefinishingschoolmusi
c.com

Chris Burford
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aydns Symphony No

had Kovacevich - conducting

sparse numbcl of ‘orchestral players: The
'k5|zc of the group did not mean, howeva that
the dymmlc Contrast was 1nythmg loss - than
-mtncnpatcd In hct.,m the: first. movement, the
vassmg notes were ioverdone - to ' the. point
where ‘the resoliition “could” not “be  heard,
‘This. made the pa‘s’sungkhotes’ something ather
tlnh pnssihg notes -~ harmenic_ interruptions
| that ware out of phco, and: not: approprate-in
the. music . of H1ydn Overall, :the “orchestia’s

- plying was ‘hard’, nskopposcd o the-warm and.:.

gentle playing sometimes ‘demanded: by Haydn
~and Beethoven,: Credit is dug; though, for_the
enjoyable :moments “when. anticipatory quiet
lines were followed: by bursts:of full orcheseral
s',ound,

contact with the orchestra with nods of: lhc
head, Kovacevnch led: with little more than hls
play ng. HOWCVCI there were no pr oblems wn.h
the ensemble and Kovacevich's playing itself was
impeccably balanced: showmg his consnduablc

sklk

Becthoven's Sylnphony no. 4 Op 60, the

nalworld for the evening-isispoken: of-as. the
inost technically difficult of alt Beethoven's.
symphionies. The ASO inade 3 feisty. entranc
into the  first movementas:if the players. wi

relishing: the “challenge - Onv-the: whole,
work - was. hegotiated .\dlnllably. with spec

praise- going to the woodwind phyu sfor somd

subline - moments. particulacly - sl.ulhn Iy
brilhant - bassoon “mini:solo’in" ‘

i movement.

Ryan Cuthbertson




Richard Togn(.tu was in Ireland dnectmg Marwoods glou
the'lrish. Chamber Orchestra: Marwood's cr- dentqals include
his membership of the acclaimed Florestan Trio: The ACQ is ‘
a-group that prides:itself on ught ensemble - the per sonnel
lock together through familiarity. and: raw. musmnnshl
it is interesting to see what-effect a guest director:can hav
'Marwood's direction was noticeably different from that
f Tognetti. The usual fhmboymce and bow- wnvmg that |
Tognetri employs were done away: with, Mal wood choosmg
‘simply to lead by ex'\mple ‘ ‘
“The pu ogram consisted: of Buber s Smng Quar tet in B
minorOp: | I/ Mendelssohn’s Concerto in D minor for Violin
and Stiings and:Becthoven® s String Quartet in C- sharp mlnon. .
Op. 131 The first work was the highlight of the evening; the.
central Adagio is often per formed but the outer movernents
are no'less gripping: For this concert. the ACO used the
original string. quartet parts (wuth the addmon of double
bass!) for the fiest and third movements, wh defenlng to
Barber's own_ luscious: orchestration. of the Ad1g|o There:
were a few uncharacteristic tuning |ssucs. but;on the whole,
this was an’enthralling perf&’:rmancc L ‘
Marwood ‘and the ACO wi ‘ptedlcnbly excellent in
Mendelssohin's: Concerto, but its a shame. that a playen of
Marwood's calibre: wasn't given a work W|th which to teally
show ' his talent, The ar rangement, of Beethovens String
QuartetinC-sharp mlnon was techmcﬂly fhwless. ‘
the energy and passion of the Barber: quartet.
notes: cited ‘a 'tradition’ of sty mg onchestn as
Beethoven's quartets, but per| hap radition best left
in‘the: past = although the ACO is 1dept at adding depth
chamber music, on:this occasion it seemed more I|I<c U hg 1
sledgehammer to crack: a nue; i

Edward Joyner

Here is a ridiculously average drawing of
Catriona Rowntree.

Note how the artist has attempted to show
differentiation between the shadows in her
hair and the creases on her decolletage
with some rather err, sketchy shading.

The tone is overall trés year 12 art major,
as demonstrated by the juxtapositioning of
solid lines and shading to create a more
‘creative’ interpetation of the classic
portrait. The tepid gquality of Catriona
‘the personality’ has been wholeheartedly
butchered by Catriona ‘the ghitty drawing’
which ig saying something.

Overall,
average’

this portrait screams ‘I
in 356 shades of grey.

am
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JOIN TYE AOLO BEFORE SEPTEMRER 2006 TO BE
IN TYHE DRAD TO WIN THIS AN 2ING PRIEL.

WERE GRE TOST SOME OF THE BENEFTTS Yoo 'Ll
RECEDE FOR BECOMING A MEMBERS
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Dn.rected by Dave Smms
Jude 8 Players

musical theatre for ya'.

Arena Spectacular?

Take Christmas, annoying relatives, expensive
two-piece suites, a pregnant daughter and a drink
mixer. which [s actually a vibrator and you have a
two hour long laugh riot. Sounds familiar? Well,
I'm talking about Willy ‘Russell’s timeless comedy
Breezeblock Park. Now over 30 years old, the play
Is still.as.funny.and.relevant as it was then. And this
latest ensemble by director Dave Simms and Co.is
one of the funniest |'ve seen,

To pull-off 4" play-Hike thls,"sne needs a cast
of ‘actors who can. take the roller-coaster lives
of their characters and make sure that it is still
funny for the audience. So even when the dark
and tragic side of the characters are at their
peak, there-is-something-abolit the situation that
constantly remirds the audience they're watching

& _comic play. And the -cast in. this production

handled the challenge with utmast ease. While all
performances -were above par and. they :handled

..the-English/lrish:accents very conyincingly: some.of,
the actors: that stood out: Julle Quicls portrayal
“of Betcy, a pretentlous -and conservative woman.

Ted was the. very real-and obnoxlous character

.of the knowejt-all uncle ‘who will put you do

every chahce he gets, Paul Dayles, filling the shoes

of Tommy, was . enthuslastic ‘and energetic as. the

| had no idea that Dusty Springfield was a dyke and a junkie,
But then again, | wasn't entirely convinced that Australia could produce anything

to surpass the magnificence of Hey Dad in its, ahem, hey day. Too bad it's not 1994 and
I'm not ten agaln...the inner child In me absolutely adored Dusty. To put it simply, the show was
fabulous. The actors were fabulous. The sets, fabulous. The costumes, fabulous. Those gosh darn wigs,
OMG fabulous. Even the promo posters were pretty fabulous. Sure it got schmultzy in the end, but that’s

You know the story. Little gawky Irish Catholic girl Mary O'Brien decides she wants to be
extraordinary and takes over the pop world by storm as the White Lady of Soul, Dusty Springfleld (the
performance of Tamsin Carroll’s lifetime methinks). Fame gets too much, diva demands come on thick

and strong, lots of fighting with bitch-ass girlfriend Reno (Deni Hines) and eventual bloated, purple-on-
a-toilet-seat alcoholism, belated comeback success and a painful death laced with regrets. Curtain down.
Encore. Fabulous.

The supporting cast were pretty slick and Deni Hines proved once again she’s indeed her mother’s

daughter by belting out a mean rendition of the MoTown classic, Dancing in the Street. But Carroll stole
the show hands down with her soulful, sympathetic performance of Dusty that made you want to go
blonde reeeeaaaal bad. The only issue | could nitpick was that perhaps the writers scraped the
barrel a bit in making a musical about the life of Dusty Springfield. What's next? Tina Arena:The

But whatever. The after party was equally phat and the Festival Centre sushi tasted real
fresh.l meta lovely drag queen named Candy who lilked my plastic shoes and together,
in the name of Dusty herself, we were fabulous.

Shauna McGinty

" This ‘made the room look a bit too small, evér ™

happy-go-lucky uncle you'd loveé.to hang out with.
Damien Carr, playing John; accurately delivered the -
obedient child with an oppressed-and rebellious
inner voice.And finally Amy Hutchinson; portraying -
Sandra, was so Immersed inher.character that you
belleved every word she said even when you
disagreed with her. | consider thls to be her best
performance yet. e
While the set was Impressive and realistic it
was -also-one-of -the play's few drawbacks..| felt....
that by creating a “blanket” set, the already small-
stage in this old church was made even smaller,

for a middle-class ‘house in Northern England,
While. the props.and.wardrobes. co-ordinated by -
Judy Menz and Mary Partls were fundamental in,
transporting us Into the characters’ festivities, the
lighting and sourtd by Adrian: Pearce Iefc a lot'to
our imagination.

Al In all, Breezeblock Park was a funny,. engaging
and at ‘times. dark tussle between two slsters

““Who ' care more about. thelr furniture than about
gtheir kids. This play Is a rmust sge - saxget: off-your

expensive suite and head to St. judes Chiutch for
an early Chrlstmas.

Sahil C'hou]ar
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Natashka Miernik

pS If you type 'fl‘pttll'c"~int'o' yovmipr,edica’ti
“texton your phond ‘pasture:’ will ‘come up which
is probably 1'more sumblo name.:as only sheep :
‘ kgo thene .
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MIDORI ILLUSION SHOTS
ALL NIGHT LONG

TODAYS FAVOURITE R&B TOP 40 WITH
DJ CAPITAL D & MC DVS

COLONEL LIGHT HOTEL
4% LIGHT SQUARE ADELAIDE
oH : 231 40494 4

Formally known as Jimmy Rowes

7pJ) MIDORI. /




