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located in the basement of the George Murray
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. The Editors and their Spiels

Editorials

Penny

Hi guys,

[ have to say that with this, my first edi-
torial, I'm a little confused about what to
say. I could go for the expected sentimental
reminiscence of my first O’week maybe, or
what my first impressions were when I was
starting uni, and then attempt to spiel out
some words of wisdom that ‘it’s your O'week
and make the most of it’ or some trite like
that. But it just seems too cliché.

Or I could go for the other obvious choice:
use this opportunity to make some kind of
political statement about proper politics or
student politics or both. But I've already
done that in my rant about the Union in
the campus section, and anyway, I don’t
want to become too self-indulgent.

So many things to think about.

So I think I'll put them both on hold for a
while, and just talk shop. For anyone who
doesn’t already know: this is On Dit, the
Adelaide Uni student newspaper, and
Melissa, Linley and I are its editors. Part of
our job is getting to write whatever we want
on this page, and to fill all the other pages
with all sorts of things that hopefully eve-
ryone will find interesting. We cover Uni
news, higher education issues and current
affairs, balanced out with a good dose of the
inane student humour that is always so
entertainingin a boring lecture. We also try
to do real justice to this student life by pro-
viding pub and restaurant reviews, travel
stories, a work section, and a chance for
people who hold a strong viewpoint to ex-
plain it in the opinion section or alterna-
tively dredge up their most embarrassing
experiences in Vox Pop. Additionally, there
are the review sections, which any seasoned
reader will tell you is the true path to the
free stuff if you are willing to write a decent
review and get it in on time.

There are a couple of things that are new
this year - The Adventures of Mayo Man

and Wills Woman, Blast From The Past

(where we reprint some of the most bizarre
things written in the last 69 years of On Dit),
the On Dit radio show and our new internet
site for example - and a whole lot of things
that are making their series return - Way-
ward, low quality paper and the infamous
SAUA roundup, just to name a few.

I hope you like it. Really. Especially since
it feels like I've put every minute of every
day recently into getting this edition out.
So while I catch up on sleep, I hope every-
one has a fantastic time during Orientation,
whether it be arriving at 9 am every morn-
ing to grab the free breakfast or being so ill
after O'Hop on Monday night that you swear
" you'll never attend another University

event again. Regardless, have fun and en-

- joy.

Linley

For our first edition, I have

provided a section of blank

page for a “do-it-yourself”
editorial. Go crazy.

Melissa

So, I am turning 21 in approximately 29
hours and I don’t really care. I can’t work
out if I don’t care because of my inherent
hatred of birthday parties and all things ‘21’
or because I now have On Dit to think about
and everything else pales in comparison.

21st birthday parties have always
freaked me out a little. I've sat through
enough cringeworthy speeches at friends
21sts (and given a few bad ones myself) to
dread the day I had to go through the same
thing. If only for avoiding the speeches and
the ineviadable photo board I am glad my
birthday is going to be a bit of a non-event.
If my parents were the type to put on a big
shebang that involved renting out the back
room in some second rate pub and putting
an obscene amount of money on the bar, I
don’t think I would accept. I'm too selfish. I
would rather have the money for myself and
buy something useful. Stuff letting my
‘friends’ (156% of which are real friends and
the remaining 85% people either I don’t care
about, don’t like or haven’t seen for years)
drink it away in a night no one will remem-
ber. They probably wouldn’t even buy me
any decent presents.

But I think the real reason that my 21st
is not being the milestone in my life that it
is meant to be is simply because I just
haven’t had time and there are much more
interesting things happening right now. On
Dit really has been all consuming in my life
lately. I know I speak for Penny and Linley
when I apologise to all our friends and fam-
ily for never speaking about anything else
but ‘On Dit stuff’ and always being ‘too
busy’. But this is the nature of the job and I
don’t think I would give it up for anything.
After two solid years working towards gain-
ing an Arts degree I was begining to won-
der whether the world really needed another
one of my lacklustre, mediocre undergradu-
ate essays. Probably not. Now I have On Dit,
and forgive me for being corny, but it’s like
I’'m now involved in something bigger and
more significant than anything I could
achieve on my own. And thats exciting,
more exciting than turning 21 anyway. I
guess what I am trying to say, in a long
winded kind of round-about way, is that I
am grateful to On Dit for kind of saving me
for at least a year. I no longer have to spin
tales about my far fetched plans to travel
(London, South East Asia, all the
backpacker cliches) when asked what I was
planning to do with my life. Now I can bandy
around the word ‘editor’ and ‘major student
newspaper’ and that just has to impress
doesn’t it?

Wow, I love being an editor. It allows me
to be self indulgent on a whole new level
that I have never experienced before.

Till next time.....
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Campus -

Union CEQO Leaves in Shock Mutually
Agreed Termination Horror!!!

Up until recently, the Adelaide University
(Students’) Union employed Ian Cannon as its
Chief Executive Officer. A recent statement re-
ceived by On Dit from the elected Union Presi-
dent Tanisha Hewanpola, stated that Mr Can-
non and the Union have ‘... mutually agreed to
terminate their employment relationship, effec-
tive as of 5pm 9th February 2001’. When asked
to comment on the separation Ms Hewanpola
had this to say: ‘Any organisation from time to
time experiences periods of change, and all or-
ganisations experience times where members of
their senior management decide to move on. At
the moment, we're just experiencing one such
occasion.” She went on to say, ‘I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Ian Cannon for
his years of dedicated work on behalf of our or-
ganisation.

When asked of what the Union would be do-

ing next, she stated, ‘we are taking this vacancy
as an opportunity to reassess the Union’s stra-
tegic direction, and reaffirm its commitment to
providing quality and relevant services to our
members.’

As the CEO is the manager responsible for
the running of the entire organisation, a new
person in this position could see the Union op-
erating in an entirely different manner. Look out
for some changes ahead.

The lack of information that is coming out of
the Union regarding the departure of the CEO
leaves us asking the following questions.

What is the future of the AUU?

Will this prompt a review in the structure of
the AUU?

Will the changes in Senior Management re-
sult in a more positive outcome for the Union's
‘bottomline’ at the end of the year?

Now that Ian Cannon has left will the rela-
tionship between the Union and the SAUA be
as close?

‘Who will get his office?

Speculation mounts.

Find +he Union a new CEOQO

First person to come down to

ENTRANCE

the On Dit office with a
completed maze to the correct
CEO wins a prize! It could be

anything! Gotta be in it to win it
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