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Letters

Election time is
sledging time

Dear Eds,

Ijusthad to write to you after read-
ing last week’s fun-filled article on
student elections by Mr. Been-there-
done-that (hereafter known as Mr.
Been). Was it just me or was every-
body else equally perplexed by Mr.
Been’s weird & wacky political analy-
sis?

Firstly, the Union fee for 1996 is $260
not $256, a small point but an impor-
tant one to get correct I would have
thought! But on to the substance of
the article. (I like many others are still
confused by the fact that Mr. Been
can’t seem to tell his right from his
left - maybe he’s American, who
knows?)

Firstly, Libby King from the “Labor
Club's left faction” is touted as the
leader of the true left ticket - activate.
OK, I guess, so long as going to a pri-
vate school & paying your HECS
upfront is the true test of left wing
credibility. But to be fair anyone who
runs Matthew “former student of
Bond (pay up or get out) University /
Labor candidate, Qld 1995” Loader
must be a true believer.

Now on to the initiative team
brought to you by the wacky kids
who bought you the “well resourced”
Speed campaign last year (just who
did pay for that campaign anyway?)
Simon & his side-kick dazzling
Dezzie lead up a ticket “dominated
by the Labor Right”, HELLO. LABOR
RIGHT. Does anyone else remember
Graham “whatever it - takes”
Richardson? These are the same peo-
ple who brought you the Austudy
Loans Scheme & HECS in the first
place! i

As for the Liberals/Refornt, well
Amanda has completely fucked up
their election prospects hasn’t she? As
Ben Davidson the Green Hair candi-
date writes: “If you thought Labor s edu-
cation policy was rooted look at what the
Coalition are doing!”.

This leaves impact - “the self pro-
claimed independents” who have more
colours than a rainbow and don’t
mind the odd name change or two.
But when you think about it, it's
pretty funny when you compare it to
The Unified Team... oops, sorry, CSR...

oops, sorry ERA, hang on a mo’ I'll
get it right - activate!

Simon & Dezzie on the other hand
have demonstrated a total lack of ini-
tiative by recycling Returning Officer,
Anthony Jucha’s old Union Board slo-
gan of 1994 (maybe they are hoping
it will help them in the count?). Ah,
hilarious...

Of course voting in the elections
could be as simple as:

A Vote for Labour is a Vote for
Labor

A Vote for the Liberals is a Vote for
Stupidity

A Vote for Independents is a Vote
for Brandon Walsh

etc. etc...

Or you could always vote the way
I have in the past... the ol’ who has
the most specky t-shirts system.

Let me leave you with a gem from
the election broadsheet... an initiative
candidate writes: “Don’t let the Stu-
dent’s Association be run by self-in-
terested politicians” as opposed to
dedicated student advocates (I as-
sume).

Who are the dedicated & who are
the self-interested? Here's a novel
idea... MAKE UP YOUR OWN
MIND.

Love & Kisses

A Has Been (real name supplied)

Violence is not
the answer ...

Dear On Dit & readers,

The most aggravating thing about
the recent violence at Parliament
House is that the imbecilic, thuggish
& anti-democratic behaviour of a se-
lect few have jeopardised the credibil-
ity of the tens-of-thousands of others
who demonstrated peacefully for the
same causes. They’ve played right
into the hands of a smug Coalition
party who today (21/8/96) delivered
a narrow-minded, unsympathetic
and unimaginative budget.

Violence of the sort that occurred in
Canberra can never be condoned.
However, all the preaching and de-
nouncing done by ‘mainstream’ Aus-
tralia (especially Liberal supporters
and the morally righteous) obscures
larger & deeper issues.

As shown by its budget, the Lib-
eral/National Coalition Government
is a government comunitted to expert
financial accounts management, but
glib and cynical on anything else. The
business sector should lap the budget
up, but anybody with a genuinely
critical intellect will probably see the
broader picture, ie whohas to pay the
price for the Coalition’s ethics-cruci-
fied-on economics policies.

The vast majority of the protesters
were angry yet bona-fide and peace-
ful people objecting to the regressive-
ness of proposed government meas-
ures - the cuts to ATSIC (33%), the
ABC, Universities, Austudy & Work-
ing Nation Programs just to name a
few. It's a pity that the violence of a
small minority will undoubtedly

shroud some of the major implica-

tions of this Budget.

Why, for instance, were farmerg and
miners the only sectors of the com-
munity to “avoid the axe”? Why is the

oops, sorry, Students for Students...

environmental package still so cyni-
cally linked to the 1/3 sale of Telstra?
Why, as the “Australian” aptly puts,
have the "promises (been) dumped in
a drive for revenue'?

It is widely agreed that balancing
the Budget books is a must for the
near future. But it is a measure of the
Government’s insipid economic ra-
tionalism that the cuts fell on many
of those who need it most. We are
surely in for four years of a govern-
ment devoted to balance sheets and
ledger books ahead of a diverse so-
cial fabric. If we are not heading into
a new dark age, maybe a "grey,
Menzies-esque” age would describe
it better.

Julian Zytnik

Law.

We only print
'em if we feel
like it ...

Dear On Dit,

Where was my letter last week and
it was only 5 minutes late and now
I'llhave two in one week and that was
some of my best material and how is
everyone supposed to cope without
my guidance and don't let it happen
again and I forgive you anyway,

Don't vote, it just encourages them,

Shotgun Jim

32nd Year Arts

PS - Hi Sarah - happy now?

DWM AOK

Dear Farley Wright,

After reading your review of the
play “Dead White Males”, I won-
dered if you had seen the same play
as Idid.

The “Dead White Males” play Tsaw
was an excellent fast paced, witty and
insightful look at the behaviours and
roles we act out unconsciously every
day and also how they limit and con-
trol us.

Everything you wrote about the
play being unbalanced, having ridicu-
lous stereotypes, vicious caricatures,
the bias representation of women,
acadermia was true.

But that was the whole point that
Williamson was trying to make, That
the roles we play are ridiculous and
stupid. And to make the audience see
through their learned behaviours.
You obviously missed the whole

_point of the play entirely and took it

at its most shallow level.

PS. Who said anything about being
a “token” Democrat. I am the real
deal. ‘

Ben Davidson
Biochemistry

Kym, I don't
love your work

Dear Eds, ~

One year must be a really long time
in student politics. It was at about this '
time last year that we were being ac-

costed wherever we went by budding
student politicians, each vying for our
elusive votes. In essence the promises
are all the same - non biased represen-
tation on student affairs and factual, ac-
countable presentation of issues that ef-
fect us. It was on this platform that we
elected Kym Taylor as the SAUA Presi-
dent.

Certainly we voted in the faith that
the president would respect us as in-
telligent beings with adequate powers
of critical appraisal. So why insult us,
making ridiculous claims that are to-
tally unsupported by any arguments,
that (I assume) we are expected to be-
lieve? Tam referring to her article "More
Cuts to Higher Education” which ap-
peared in On Dit of August 12, Surely
this article was written as a joke, obvi-
ously it was not given the careful
thought that such a grave and complex
issue requires.

In it K<ym makes some very brashand
totally unfounded statements. Ummm
... where do I start? In reference to dif-
ferential HECS she claims: "...women
will be badly affected because they will
be discouraged from enrolling in non-
traditional areas such as Medicine
which have the heaviest FIECS debts
attached to them.” That's it. No justifi-
cation whatsoever. So, pray tell, why
wifl women be discouraged from
studying medicine? Isn't there anequal
opportunity board thing that ensures
that women doctors get paid the same
as men?

But the senseless claims only get bet-
ter. Alowering of the HECS repayment
threshold by the degree that was an-
nounced is a serious issue. It has the
potential to place greater financial bur-
den on some low income earners, es-
pecially those trying to raise families.
While Kym does address this issue
briefly she then goes on to surrender
any credibility for her arguments with
this statement: "The 6% for prospective
doctors, dentists and lawyers (who she
assumes will earn more than $37, 263
on graduation), will see medical, den-
tal and legal fees rise by an extra 6% in
6.5. and 5.5 years respectively." Now
come on Kym, really! Surely you don't
expect us to believe this and I'm sur-
prised that you do. Firstly if you as-
sume this earning capacity then cur-

rently the FIECS debt is paid back at

4.5%. So the difference is actually only
1.5% not 6%. Secondly, and I think this
is where Kyin gets a bit confused, it is
a rate of repayment not an extra levy.
So effectively the debt, although
greater, is paid back faster. Now as
HECS isindexed itincreases each year,
So the faster it is paid back the smaller
is the total repayment. Also the first
earning fields, at least in the medical
fields, are spent working in the public
system gaining experience and further
training, By the time these people get
out into private practise and a position
where they can set fees a substantial
amount of the debt is repaid. OK call
me harsh but I would have expected

the president of the Student's Associa- -

tion to understand the way Higher
Education Contribution Scheme works.
I'm sure if she did she wouldn't be mak-
ing such absurd claims,

One might have expected her con-
science to stop the fiction there but cer-
tainly it didn't. She continues to "re-

port" on the issue of full fees: "... (al-;

low) courses which readily fill quotas
to take on rich fee-paying students who
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can only just spell their own name."
Mmmm, only just spell their own
name? If this were true then surely they
won't pass through university which
contradicts her next claim that the qual-
ity of the degree would decrease. Is it
not reasonable to assume that as the
full-fee quota will be set at 25% there
will then be competition for these spots,
Consequently only the smartest/ most
aptof these applicants would be admit-
ted as already happens with interna-
tional fee-paying students in courses
like medicine, dentistry and econom-
ics. Kym points out that "education is
a right ... not a privilege." Well I do
agree that it should be, but the fact is
that it isn't now. Nor has it ever been.
Quotas, be it Year 12 marks, money or
whatever always exclude some people;
1) from university altogether and 2)
from studying the course they want to.
Ask them about education rights! To
them it seems unreasonable that an
overseas student can buy their way into
a course but they don't even have that
option. Full fee-paying students will
also increase university funds helping
to maintain standards of teaching and
resources (along with increased re-
search funding) in the light of the an-
nounced cuts. Even though I don't
agree with full fees, reading the afore-
mentioned crap just angered me into
producing some lucid arguments in its
defence.

On scholarships for the disadvan-
taged: "The impact on students from
disadvantaged backgrounds will be
enormous with students being actively
discouraged from taking up higher
learning because they will never be able
to pay off their debt." Please Kym
you've already patronised the students
you are supposed to represent but now
potential students from disadvantaged
backgrounds too? Are you suggesting
that if you come from a disadvantage
background then you are destined to
remain that way for life? So people
from such backgrounds can't go onand
be successful just like anyone else, is
that it?

Yes it is unfair that students {one of
the poorest groups in the community
are always getting slugged but cuts are
ubiquitous, The lowering of the HECS
repayment threshold does tear at Aus-
tralia's social fabric. However the fact
remains that there is an $8+bn deficit.
If you don't have money then you can't
spend it

Students are worried about the ef-
fects these changes will have. While I
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making to represent student concerns
I might suggest that the reduced num-
bers of Adelaide Uni students at recent
rallies may represent a reluctance to
support the extreme and apparently
misinformed views held by the SAUA.
If the facts were presented fairly and
our intelligence wasn't insulted with
half-baked claims that aren't supported
with any reasoning then we would be
more willing to support our student
politicians.
Justin Porter

Kym: I don't
love yours

Dear Justin Porter,

The only thing you managed to get
right in your letter is that students did
elect me as President to ensure “non
biased representation on affairs and
factual, accountable presentation of is-
sues that effect us”. Proof thatI've done
what I said I would is not only all the
work that Thave done this year but also
my article “More Cuts to Higher Edu-
cation”.

You seem to be confused about a
number of issues that were contained
in the article I wrote. It is true that the
article did not go into an intricate
analysis of the cuts to education. The
article was intended to give an over-
view of the cuts and the general effects
these would have on students.

However, to clarify your concerns:

1. The increased HECS debt means
that women will be discouraged from
enrolling in non-traditional areas such
as Medicine because they have the
heaviest HECS debt attached to them.

Your assumption that there is an
equal opportunity board to ensure
equal pay for women doctors as well
as men is an amusing and superficial
response to the issue, but is definitely
indicative of your entire [etter.

The issues are far more complex than
that. Your response would be true if
there weren’t social and economic fac-
tors that hamper women’s participa-
tion in higher education in the first
place, if women as a general rule didnt
often go into the less prestigious and
high paid areas of most disciplines
(why is there only one woman ortho-
paedic surgeon in the whole of SA?),
and if as a general rule women weren’t
paid less for the equal work they do in
comparison to men. Not everything’s
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as equal as you seem to think Justin.

All these facts are true. So for a
woman contemplating to study at Uni-
versity there are financial issues that
tend to impact upon them more heav-
ily.

2. You then go on to suggest that I
don’t understand how HECS works.
Quite the contrary, I am fully aware of
how HECS works which is why I am
so terrified about the proposed
changes.

I'was quite astounded at your logic
that an increased HECS debts won't
matter because students are repaying
it faster and therefore the amount
would be less. Did it ever strike you
that the problem is that a lotof students
won't be able to afford to repay the
current amount at a faster rate let alone
a higher amount at a faster rate?

3. You argue that “it is not reason-
able to assume that as the full fee quota
(for over quota places) will be set at
25% then will then be competition for
these spots”. Again, you've completely
missed the point. It's not about com-
petition. It’s about money. You won't
need to be smart and you won't need
to compete you'll just need to be rich
enough to be able to buy yourself a
place at university.

4. You have also completely misun-
derstood the point that I was trying to
make about students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds. I'was not suggest-
ing that if you come from a disadvan-
taged background you will be forever
disadvantaged. The point is that it is
becoming harder and harder to be able
to gain a degree. The age to receive the
Independent Rate for Austudy has
now increased to 25, your HECS bill
will increase as of next year, and the
rate of repayment is faster. Hence, if
you don’t have a lot of money to start
of with it’s difficult to put yourself
through university and then pay off the
debt afterwards.

5. Your defence of the cuts to higher
education because there is a supposed
$8 billion deficit simply does not stand
up. The fact is that areas such as de-
fence have taken NO CUTS WHATSO-
EVER, whilst education has taken a
huge cut. Tertiary education is being
unfairly singled out by a conservative
Government that would appear to
place no importance on education.

6. Finally, your statement that there
has been a “reduced number of Ad-
elaide Uni students at recent rallies
may represent a reluctance to support
the extreme and apparently misin-

formed views held by the SAUA” is

completely wrong. There has been no
reduction in the number of Adelaide
Uni students at the rallies. For the last
two rallies South Australia has had
the highest turnout in the entire coun-
tries both times. Indeed, with each
rally it seems that the number of Ad-
elaide Uni students actually increases.

Your response seems to bea very elit-
istapproach to higher education which
is perhaps why you completely mis-
understood my entire article, As the
SAUA President my job is to defend
the rights of all students - not just those
who can afford an education or to pat-
ronise students with seemingly arro-
gant and superficial arguments.

Happy to set you straight, but next
time Justin try to get your facts right.

Yours sincerely

Kym Taylor

President of the Students’

Association

Kylee has a
bitch ...

In the words of my favorite goddess
Sandra Bernhard “I'm gonna bitch and
complain” (spoken, of course, with
that loveable American drawlf). My
gratutious bitch session is the dreaded
postering issue.

So many times there are letters from
students asking what their Student
Reps are doing... of course they are
asking these questions, legitimately
they don’t know. And why don’t they
know?

Because certain poster fascists are
taking up all the poster
space...gratuitously covering all other
posters in the vague vicinity.

Whilst I, carefully spend much of my
time ensuring that I put up justenough
posters for visibility of my campaign/
event, not too many (that would not
be environmentally friendly and I am
an ecofeminist) and all carefully
placed in such a way as to not cover
other posters of other events.

What is the story kids?

Is this necegsary? Think - there are
many clubs and events trying to pub-
licise. They all deserve equal space as
they all share a portion of our student
fees.

Yours in eviro-friendliness,

Kylee Smith
- SAUA Women's Officer.
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What’s the point in
marching in the street?

In response to the cuts in tertiary edu-
cation, students across Australia took their
message of protest to the people - via the
media.

Bodies were mobilised, placards and
banners were brandished, and a general
roar of shouts and chants made for an

impressive sight of student soliclarity in
the streets of our nation,

Was it such an impressive sight?

[ started writing this article after the first
student rally on Wednesday August 7 with
the aiim of getting across the problems of
rallies as a form of protest. Since then
there has been the infamous national anti-
Budget cuts rally.

No one will remember the message of
the thousands. Monday August 19 means
only one thing in Australia’s collective
memoiy - it was the day ‘blood was spilt’
on the floor of Parliament House in Can-
berra.

As the ABC's Political Editor, Barry
Cassidy said, even though there were two
rallies, one peaceful, one violent, the tv
pictures blurred the images. Students, like

you and me, were at that protest in Can-
berra,

Even though the images in the media
showed those involved in smashing
through the doors of the parliament as
mostly unionists, it remains to be seen
whether any students got, literally; carried
away. It is a powerful reminder of the
great emotional force rallying calls can
have on people.

What follows is what I wanted to write
about protest rallies before the events in
Canberra. Itis not about the Budget Cuts,
broken promises nor personal politics.

Student

[tis about students, getting active about
a cause, and what happens when we at-
tempt to stand up and be counted.

On Friday August 2 Amanda Vanstone
announced the Fed-
eral Government's
changes to tertiary
education. In re-
sponse  student
leaders organised a
national protest
rally for Wednesday
August 7.

Attempting to get
the student message
over to the voting
public, thousands of
Adelaide’s students,
academics, union-
ists and their sup-
porters marched on
the office of Federal
Education Minister Senator Amanda
Vanstone.

“One, two, three and a bit - The

Liberal Party's full of shit!”

“Bullshit, come off it, education

is not for profitt”

“No ifs, no buts, no fees, no cuts!”

The police, who were the rally’s guides,
then took up their positions outside the
locked office doors to become the rigid,
stony-faced barrier against which angry
protesters pushed and shoved. The cam-
eras and microphones moved in and
lapped it up.

This rowdy scene made the headline
on tv and radio news as well as the fol-
lowing day’s newspaper - conflict became
the story and drowned out our concerns,
No longer taken secriously it became
neatly packaged
under the image of
an angry young
mob with unruly
sounds to boot.
The importance of
the intelligent
comments from
the student politi-
cians was nulled.

Maybe the me-
dia is to blame with
its agenda of
showing the action
rather than telling
the story, but our
agenda of explain-
ing our concerns
was also hijacked internally by other in-
terest groups. Students cannot be to blame
for any rough element involved, but it is
precisely the possibility of violence cloud-
ing the issue that makes unmanageable
rallies a dangerous method of political
lobbying. It's not as if we live in South
Korea or in France anyhow.,

As for the other interest groups that
were there on the day - on the left-wing
fringe were the well organised Resistance
members with raised red banners - and
on the fringe right, if a talkback caller the
next day is to be believed, National Ac-

protests

tion also had a presence allegedlly trying
to cause trouble. Apparently, and this is
possibly even more worrying, caller Kevin
on Jeremy Cordeaux’s show on the Thurs-
day said he and his mates go to all rallies
to take photos of the “trouble-makers”
and that is how they spotted a regular NA
member trying to start something. Great!
Vigilante, volunteer ASIO members. Stu-
dent leaders have got to be more politi-
cally independent.

If we are going to make any headway
in our political battles we must be seen
to be doing it on our own or with the sup-
port of relevant groups such as the aca-
demics, We must control it on our own
terms. Student politicians - remember the
ones we see but once a year? - ought to
be out there doing their damned best to
put on a united
front and be more
creative about pro-
testing.

In any case, the
point of a rally is to
make a public
point. Simply put,
rallies draw meclia
and public atten-
tion to an issue.
The numbersin the
street are meant to
equate to the level
of community sup-
port for the con-
cerns, as well as
being a show of
solidarity among
those involved. But can anyone remem-
ber a student rally in recent times that has
directly affected the outcome of an issue?

A most notable demonstration and en-
during example of a successful student
publicity stunt was last year's anti-Keating
demonstration in Adelaide, The resulting
‘get a job’ comment was political dyna-
mite. Now where are that lot this year as
we take on Vanstone? It seems some peo-
ple have different sentiments about what
is good for all students and that changes
when the government does. The recently
the handcuffing incident in Vanstone’s of-

fice was a good stunt, but there has to be
something more.

If the turn out at Adelaide’s student ral-
lies is anything to go by, this city has the
most active student population in the
country. Even so those who do turn out
are still a small representation of the gen-
eral stuclent population. What's the point
in having such large turnouts if its only a
minority? It doesn’t represent solidarity at
all, There must be much more effective
ways of taking on the political system in
Australia.

I'm not acdlvocating the use of Molotov
cocktails, rock hurling or mass effigy
burnings because Australia just isn't the
place. Our political climate doesn't equate
to that of South Korea or France. Well
managed publicity stunts are less of a risk
and are probably much more effective
than rallies, The media is a double-edged
sword that has to be handled very care-
fully and much thought and preparation
is needed to carry off a positive media

statement,

Student solidlarity is very important, but
rallies no longer carry the weight they
once did and are a risk if they get out of
hand. Students must look to more effec-
tive political action and creative strategies
to get our point across. Handling the me-
dia must be a priority to ensure what does
make news is positive for all students. This
shouldn’t e a problem - we are supposed
to be the most creative, resourceful sec-
tor of society.

Michael Vincent

130.0
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SAUA Gear

Kym Taylor
President

M'Week

Congratulations to the M'Week
Organising Committee and the
OSA for the fantastic events, foods,
displays, and all the hard work that
went into making M'Week such a
success.

HECS bill for Amanda

Last week the SAUA organised a
mock HECS bill for Vanstone to
bring attention to the fact that she’s
a hypocrite for taking advantage of
a free education to gain her degree,
but making HECS even harder for
students today. The action went
really well with students from all
three universities protesting at her
office. For your information, had
HECS been in place when Vanstone
completed her degree then she
would have been lumped with a
debt of $32,857.

Industrial Relations Rally

Thankyou to all the students who
rallied on Monday in support of
staff and workers who are oppos-
ing the Industrial Relations Bill. It
was a huge rally and hopefully will
send a strong message to the Gov-
ernment,

Save Triple | Petition

The Shadow Minister for Com-
munications, Chris Schacht, has
launched a petition to save Triple |
from funding cuts by the Govern-
ment. The petition is in the SAUA
so-please make sure you come in
and sign it.

Search for a VC

Asshortlist has been drawn.up and
interviews will be taking place in
October. -

Elections

The Students’ Association does a
lot of wital and important work in
ensuring that the quality of your
education is not endangered. The
students who do this are elected by
you. Make sure you carefully look
over people’s policies and ask them
questions. Make your vote count.

'-mnnmmnnnmq
| | |
[ | i
[ | B
B B
] |
] B
B [ ]
B g
[ | B
i ]
B [ |
/| ]
B -
= g |
s om e m el

Gareth Higginson
Education Vice President

By now, | hope that you are surviv-
ing the most annoying week at Uni.
Besides it being annoying though, it is
also one of the most crucial weeks at
Uni because the people who are
elected into positions from these elec-
tions, will be the people representing
you next year....so whatever you do

and whoever you decide to vote for,

make sure that you vote.

OK, enough election propaganda (if
that’s the correct word?), what about
the budget?

Well, quite simply it stinks for stu-
dents. Next years students will be fac-
ing a brick wall to get into Uni. | gotta
strange feeling that the Libs’ are not
only about as much use as wooden
soap but that they are also a few feath-
ers short of a duck. Why did they do
it? | don't really know. Yes they are sav-
ing a stack of money but does the end
justify the means?

One could get really philosophical
about this | guess, but | won't.

Last Friday | had a meeting of all the
department representatives which
went well, | hope to be releasing the
first edition of “Bridging the Gap” soon
next term. It will be a briefl newsletter
outlining what's going on in the vari-
ous departments around the Uni. It'll
basically be there to let you know what
is happening in other parts of the Uni.

In closing, contemplate the follow-
ing:

“The heroes' vision is the cowards'
dream”.

Yours in faith
GARETH,

Wendy Telfer
Environment Officer

Environment Week was a reminder
that there is so much to do to try to
reach sustainability. The battle con-
tinues, the urgency of environmental
problems increases daily. Please think
about your lifestyle and think about
its impact on the environment. Try re-
cycling, conserving water,
composting, avoiding excess
packaging....Every Bit Counts. [End-
less thanks to the beautiful students
who helped with the week!]

Environmental Collective

This semester the Collective is di-
viding into two sub-groups. One
group will be runing a ‘boycott mul-
tinationals’ campaign, especially
focussing on Shell. The cther group
will be the Student Environment
Policy Working Party (see below). If
you are interested in being involved
in either of these issues or you would
like information on them you could
rock up to our meetings every friday
1pm in the Clubs Room, Level & of
the Union Building, or you could
come into the Students’ Association
or ring me on 303 5182. Now is the
perfect time to get involved!

Student Environment Policy

Working Party

Now that we have a University En-
vironment Policy, we need to prioritise
and lobby for implementation of the
policy to begin. Paper is the obvious
big problem on campus, waste, en-
ergy consumption, water wastage,
native trees...the list of improvements
that could be made is long. But we
need your help. This Working Party
will work on actually making Ad-
elaide University a more environmen-
tally friendly place. You are all wel-
come to be part of this important

group.

Network of Environmental Students
- A network has recently been formed
between Environmental students in
the three South Australian Universi-
ties. We want to unite all students who
care about this planet of ours. Having
a network will mean we can run state
based campaigns and improve com-
munication between Unis, We. need
you!! So if you have ideas or would
like to be part of planning and being
part of environmental activism, come
along! We're meeting fortnightly, the
next meeting is Thursday 5 Sept. 7pm
at the Producers Hotel.

Kylee Smith
Women's Officer

W.W.W. (Why Weight Week)
COMING SOON
2ND - 7TH SEPTEMBER

CHECK ELLE DIT FOR DETAILS
OR SEE OUR LIFE SIZE BOD-
1ES!

ELLE DIT NEXT WEEK

WE NEED YOU FOR LAYOUT
AND PRODUCTION

If you wish to help layout you
should attend a layout training ses-
sion on TUESDAY AT 1PM IN THE
ON DIT OFFICE.

To help out with production
(proofreading and sticking down)
COME DOWN TO THE ON DIT
OFFICE 31 AUGUST AND/OR 1
SEPTEMBER ANYTIME!

FEM X
WHAT MORE COULD YOU
WANT OUTTA LIFE? NUS
POLICY WRITING CONFERENCE
7-8 SEPTEMBER
. MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY
REGO $25 (CONCQ)

KYLEE

NEED TO DEFEND YOUR-
SELF??2?

SELF DEFENCE FOR WOMEN

THURSDAY LUNCHTIMES 12-
2PM

UNION GAMES ROOM, LEVEL
5, UNION BUILDING. $4.00.
ALLWOMEN WELCOME TO AT-
TEND.

AND LAST BUT BY NO MEANS
LEAST THERE IS TOTALLY
WIMMIN POWERED RADIO
PRODUCED TOTALLY BY
WIMMIN,

SEE KATRINA PICOZZ! FOR
MORE DETAILS.

Call 5UV on 303 5000 OR visit
the CAMPUS RADIO OFFICE.

A question to ponder with elec-
tions just around the corner..

"What is the best political model
to ensure all voices are heard, and
if this model substantially differs
from a current model how do you
initiate a change?”

On Dit
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SAUA, SAUA, whar is it good for?

Your Students’ Association . . .
Working For You

The SAUA exists to protect and pro-
mote the rights of students at Adelaide
University with strong and effective
student representation. Elected repre-
sentatives ensure that the rights and
welfare of students, individually and
as a collective body, are heard within
the University and at a State and Fed-
eral government level.

During Elections you're sure to be
bombarded with people talking about
the SAUA. You may wonder what ex-
actly the role of the SAUA is and what
it does to care for your education. Be-
low is a list of issues and activities the
SAUA has organised or been involved
in this year. Many of the activities are
probably things you knew happened
but never realised the SAUA actually
organised them.

Higher Education Issues

1996 has turned out to be a huge
year for higher education with unprec-
edented attacks on funding, quality,
and support services and programs for
students.

Federal Election

* collated all the higher education
policy statements of all gfoupings run-
ning in the election and presented
these in an easy to read pamphlet so
that students could compare policies
and make an informed choice.

* lobbied and spoke wth politicians
in the lead up to the election about stu-
dent needs and the effe¢ts on students
of regressive education palicies.

* organised ‘Probe the ‘Pallies’ - a
debate on the Barr Smith Lawns'with
Natasha Stott Despoja from the Demo-
crats, Chris Pyne from the Libgrals;

Michael Wholtman an Independent, -
Ross Free from the ALP, and Steven.

Spence from the Greens.

Federal Budget

* leaks about the budget coupled
with the early reléase of the higher
education sector Kept tha SADA busy
with 2 rallies. Both times South Auk-
tralia had the highgst wmout'irf the
country with 5,000 and 500 students
respectively.

*the SAUA organised and partici-
pated in numerous actions including
students handcuffing themselves to the
front desk of Vanstone's office and pre-
senting her adviser with her HECS bill
for $32,857 for her Arts/Law degree.

* lobbied Vanstone and her Adviser
in meetings about the cuts to higher
education and the regressive changes
in the lead up to the budget.

University Issues

One of the mostimportant things the
SAUA does is safeguard the quality of
education at Adelaide University by
carefully monitoring and participating
in the Universities committees.

Disability Liaison Ofﬁcer
* the SAUA supported the introduc-

tion of a full-time DLO and extensively
lobbied the University for an increased
commitment to disabled students

* the SAUA ensured student repre-
sentation occurred on the selection
committee for the new DLO.

Safety on Campus/Security

* met with concerned departmental
representatives about safety on cam-
pus, particularly at night.

* organised meetings with Security,
SAUA, and departmental representa-
tives which resulted in a student-secu-
rity committee being formed.

* developed and distributed to every
single student on every campus a Safety
on Campus pamphlet which included
tips on safety, University Safety Routes,
and the safety provisions on campus
such as the Security phones.

Environment Policy

*the Enyirenment Palicy which the
SAUAhias been integral in drafting was
finally passed by Univessity Council

‘with all the changes the SAUA wanted!

* currently involved with drafting the
implementation plan for the policy
with the Deputy Vice-Chancellor Aca-
demic.

Review of Student Services

* the SAUA is Involved in the review
of Stutlent Services on Campus lo en-
surg that the diversity and quality of

student services is as high as possible

at this university.

Student Support
* published a parmphlet of all the
services the SAUA prayides for you on

campus and distributed itto every sin- |

gle student on campus.

Compuling Facilities

* intensively lobbied the Un\ve[suy {

to maintain its commitment to build-
ifig-2 brand new general purposé cam-
purng shite. that_any. studBat at’the
Univz Rytah Gde. -

*Bi 1 currently urider way and
the Suite will be located in the library.

Quallty Teathing
* prodiited @ survey whichdis cur-
remly bung distributed to allstudents
whigh mojtdrs the quahty of teath-
ing ielgize off o
standard of t

Teaching Excellence Prizes
* *organised greater ease of access to
nomination forms and information
about the prizes.

* involved in selection of prizes.

Course Advise

* a research officer employed by the
SAUA using Quality Audit funds that
we had won wrote and published a
Student Services Resource Guide and
a Report on Course Advice at the Uni-
versity of Adelaide.

* particularly the Guide has been
enthusiastically received by the Uni-
versity who would like to see it dis-
tributed to every student.

Student Housing

* currently examining the quality,
cost, and amount of cheap student
housing available for students

Grievance Procedures Pamphlet

* wrote and published an easy tafal-
low guide which explained your rights
as a student and explained haw to re~
solve a grievance both on your own or
with representation from the_'SAUA.

Grievances

* represented and aided a large
number of students with thair indi-
vidual grievances and coneetns

* was successful in resofving these
in favour of students almost all of the
time.

Multi Purpose Student 1D Card

* the SAUA was integral in 1995 in
lobbying successfully for the introduc-
tion of the card.

*in 1996 the SAUA and Union have
been involved with the implementa-
tion plan which should see you hold-
ing abrand new multi purpose 1D card
néxt year.

Bags in‘the Library

* the SAUA and Union have ex-
plored Just about every avenue and
talked 1o every person in the Univer-
sity even vaguely connected with this
idsue.

*results: bags are. currently being
trialed in the Law Library, and the Uni-
versity Librarian is eurrently collating

Information on other tniversities and
how they deal with bags in the library.

It Is hoped that;this Information will
enable the Barr Smith Library to find a
way 1o Introduce bags whilst also con-

{ tinuing their Alcatraz-like defence of

the books.

Self Defencé Courses

* the SAUA has organised and sub-
sidised chedp self-defence courses for
students,

Faculty/Departmental Representa-
tion S0,
"pfodpcgd a student rep kit for all
faculty and departmental student reps.
“arganised a forum for all these reps

“to ' meet each other.

* currently organising a student rep
newsletter.

University Information Day/Open
Day

* the SAUA provided a fantastic dis-
play highlighting student activities and
the role of the Student’s Association.

CAMPAIGNS

Women in the Arts Week -
* organised by the Women’s Degigh

forming arts.

Environment Week

*a week of displays, educalson,
alternative ways to live your
ganised by the Environmen
Environment Standing Comm|
the Environment Collective.

Blue Stocking Week

* a week of celebrations of women'’s
participation in higher education both
in the past and today.

Anti-Violence Campaign

* coming soon this campaign high-
lights the violence in our society per-
petrated against women, children, and
men. :

* purposé of the campaign is to edu-
cate studénts on what constitutes vio-
lence and:why it happens.

*there is a strong educational base
to the campaign that teaches people
10.b@ aware of their behaviour and the
consequences of them.

“Fight the Cuts

* this education campaign has run
throughout the year opposing cuts to
higher education funding, Austudy,
and regressive changes to HECS.

* supported the academic/staff claim
for a wage rise.

Activities

Orientation

Orientation was a huge success this
year with the O’Ball sold out, the
O'Tours taking 1,000 new first years
around the University, the Counter
Calenders were so popular we ran out,
and the 150 first years who went on
the O’Camp had a fantastic time.

*the SAUA cups were more popular
than ever with the SAUA selling out of
500 cups.

Links to other Groups

* the SAUA has worked extremely
hard this year to ensure that the focus
is not always North Terrace. Liaison
and work has been done with Waite,
Roseworthy, and Thebarton.

Legal Service

* due to the success of the legal serv-
ice the SAUA has continued to provide
free legal service to students every
week.

25th Anniversary Celebrations

* this year the SAUA turned 25 years
old in our current form, although stu-
dent representation at Adelaide Uni-’
versity has existed for over 100 years.

* throughout the year the Anniver-
sary Celebrations have concentrated
on supporting the regular campaigns
and events of the SAUA and ensuring
a historical perspective of the role of
the Students’ Association in those
events.

* the Anniversary Celebrations have
also organised extra activities such as

the upcoming Birthday Party and the

i-Violence campaign.
h

RRWE on '?;j’"d get involved!

o

6?

'm Taylor
re5|denl of the Students’
Association
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Education Action Update

“Get your walking boots
on, grab your sleeping bag,
and come on down to the
next rally on Thursday
August 29.”

That’s the message from the
South Australian Education Net-
work. It’ll be a great way to fin-
ish off what's been a hell month.
The concept is to march from
Victoria Square out to the Lib-
eral Party headquarters and es-
tablish ourselves in the
parklands opposite. There’ll be
a tent university set up, eagre
for enrolments. The only entry
qualification is a willingness to
stay for up to a week. And un-
like the Uni of SA’s new
CityWest Campus, childcare will
be provided. In fact, because the
strength of a country lies in its
youth, all parents are encour-
aged to enrol their children in
the tent uni and give them a bit
of an education in democracy,
outdoor cooking and the folk
arts generally. Transport will be
provided for the little ones, as
well as those of us who would
have difficulty with the mile
long hike to the parklands. We
meet up with Flinders and Uni

of SA students at Vic Square at
1pm. So we’ll have to be ready
to leave here at 12.30pm. The
whole thing will be a bit more
laid back than previous rallies,
with a much greater emphasis
on us ordinary students organ-
ising ourselves.

Before we are accused of be-
ing out to merely ‘bash’ the Lib-
eral Party, it must be empha-
sised that, in 1995, a residen-
tial Tent Uniwas set up in front
of the ALP headquarters for ten
nights. Economic rationalism

...it’s only by
sticking together
that we can fight

the power.

seems to be a malady of present
governments generally, rather
than being limited to any par-
ticular party (though the cur-
rent government is more anti-
student than its predecessors).

There are a few lessons to be
learnt from the 1995 experi-
ence. One need not bring all
one’s gear on the march itself,
it’s quite OK to go home and get

it. One need not stay the whole
week during which the Tent Uni
is expected to exist. But if as
many as possible make the ef-
fort to at least drop in at some
time, perhaps staying a night or
two, then the whole nature of
student politics might change a
bit. It’s a great chance to see
who is really committed to fight-
ing the budget attacks, as well
as to meet up with students
from a wide variety of courses,
campuses, backgrounds and
political orientations. The fu-
ture direction of our campaign
to defend the right to quality
education will probably grow
out of what transpires in the
tents. So if you have ideas you

want to share, make sure you
drop in. You might be pleas-
antly surprised.

On another note, many thanks
to all students and staff who
attended the anti-budget rally
on Monday 19th August. Over
ten thousand people were there,
and students of all political af-
filiations were in evidence. Per-
haps next time (and there will
be a next time) we should walk
up as a big group. After all, it’s
only by sticking together that
we can fight the power.

See you on the 29th.

M. Kernich

It’s your right.

to use animals,

Violence Free Science

Say no to animals in science practicals. Effective
alternatives are available. Demand they be used.

Remember, that you cannot be penalised for refusing

For further info, advice, and/or support:
Phone: Robert Fitzgerald 363-4383
or Samantha Helsham 240-0535

A8

America in the Doledrums?

What a convention. Well, Repub-
lican meetings are never any sort
of congress where ideas and new
plans and policies are discussed
and debated. The United States is
in an election year. That first Tues-
day in November which Barney
dreads because all the bars are
closed is approaching us.... and it
looks like a one horse race.

Despite announcements that 72
year old Republican president can-
didate Bob Dole is only 10 points
behind Clinton in the opinion rat-
ings (the same opinion ratings that
said that our federalelection would

:3,.

A

Bob Dole does some crazy hand gear

bea close race), Dole seems unlikely
to take over Clinton’s unassailable
lead. After the success of the Repub-
lican Party in 1994 in gaining con-
trol of both Congress and the Sen-
ate for the first time in more than
forty years, the Republicans have
again shown that they are being
lead by people who don’t have
much contact with the real world.
Asis usual in American politics, the
powerful Christian lobby is making
an otherwise dull American politi-
cal life interesting. The republican
Convention in San Diego deliber-
ately steered away from such vex-
ing and potentially party splitting

issues such as abortion, race rela-
tions, tariffs and free trade. Only the
extremely popular and Gulf War
hero Colin Powell, who was
mooted as a potential Republican
candidate for the presidency, in his
opening speech mentioned his
views (to raptuous applause) on
these issues. He too was proud to
be in a parly which has so many
different views! It may sound funny
that there is a party like that but this
shows that Republicans and Demo-
crats are no longer different parties
as such. The difference is minute
and American politicians are not ac-
countable to the principles and poli-
cies of their party. Instead, they are,
in true American fashion, all indi-
viduals. Clinton has also applied
the hard line foreign policy Ameri-
can voters love. Sanctions have
been placed on such "terrorist sup-
porting” countries like Libya and
Iran AND on any firm in the world
who trades with them. As well,
sanctions have been placed on any
company who trades with Cuba.
(That means every tour company
in the world!) These measures are
just to please the influential Jewish
and Cuban-American lobbies. But,
instead of hurting the enernies, the
sanctions will end up hurting com-
panies from countries allied with
the United States and raises the
question of the United States policy

for worldwide free trade. Back to
Dole. He has an image as some
grumpy, tired out Walter Matthau-
like character which won't appeal

He has everything that
many Americans find
important - he’s sporty, he’s
a sporting hero and he has a
beautiful wife.

to the youth or working class vote.
So in comes American Football
champion Jack Kemp as Vice Presi-
dential candidate. He has every-
thing that many Americans find im-
portant - he’s sporty, he’s a sport-
ing hero and he has a beautiful wife.
But it could also be Bob Dole’s wife
Elizabeth that might save him. Us-
ing two other popular American
aspects of life - glam and talk show
hosting - Elizabeth Dole at the Re-
publican Convention did, as it was
often quoted, an “Oprah Winfrey”
and went into the audience. Up
went the ratings for Dole accord-
ingly. Last week, Bill Clinton cel-
ebrated his 50th birthday and he
celebrated it a Ia americana - in show-
biz. More things and rumours will
happen as the election campaign
gets nude for the voyeuristic but
moralistic American public.

On Dit
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Election times in Bosnia Hercegovina
Wwar a (s)woor!

September 14th will be the kebab
turning event of Bosnia’s history.

Election tickets based on keeping
blood clean and reawakening after
long nationalist sleeps will domi-
nate. The United Nations and the
European Community, after spend-
ing heaps of money on making
some sort of peace may find their
job undone. The model city of
Mostar, situated in the Hercegovina
part of the confederation, had the
trial run for the whole country in
June this year. After the city had
been ethnically cleansed into two

halves (one side Croatian, one side

Muslim), the Muslims, along with
the few token Serbs left in the city,
won a small majority. But with the
nation-wide elections it seems like
the country will be divided into
three main ethnic parties: Stranka
Demokratske Akcije (SDA or the
Party of Democratic Action) whose
membership is mainly Muslim,
Hrvatska Demokratska Zajednica
(HDZ or Croatian Democratic
League) and the Stranka Srpske
Obnove (SSO or Party of Serbian Re-
newal). Elections this time around
will be more explosive than last time
in November 1990, during the

leadup to Bosnia’s first free elec-
tions. Important to a Bosnian elec-
tion campaign is the recruitment of
as many folk singers as possible to
provide entertainment at political
rallies. Naturally, singers have used
this flirtation with sidetracking from
the real issues to improve their ca-
reers. One of ex-Yugoslavia’s most
popular singers Neda Ukraden,
who sang songs exclusively in
Croatian, is an ethnic Serb. In 1990,
when sherealised that this tightrope
walking could land her in a lot of
trouble in the future, she joined the
S5O and she shed her nice girl im-
age to become a bloodsucking eth-
nic cleanser. Things have came into
conflict between singers over poli-
tics. The SDA released a casette fea-
turing songs of praise in Islam. A
Serbian singer Miroslav Ilic claimed
plagiarism and sued. Mutual mis-
trust and political parties solely
based on ethniclines are not a good
recipe for Bosnian “democracy”.
The only party which transends the
blood lines is the ex-Communist
Party which enjoyed 30% support at
the 1990 poll in Sarajevo. But as a
whole, the Communists suffered
their biggest losses in the whole of
Eastern Europe in Bosnia following

Funny election stories

If electioneering pisses
you off, remember that
we are much luckier here
than in other countries.

Take for instance the happy
country of Syria. “Elections”
take place every 5 years.
There is only one candidate
(the loveable Hafez Al-Assad)
and friendly soldiers bran-
dishing AK-47s come in with
you to help you vote the right
way. The same thing hap-
pened in Romania’s first
“free” elections. The army had
its soldiers on hand to assist
anyone who didn’t know how
to vote. Polling booths were
supposed to close at 6pm on
election day in June 1990, but
they stayed open until 11pm.
As well, when it came time to
the final count, there were one
million more votes counted
than there were registered
voters. On both instances the
ruling party said that they
occured due to the Romanian
enthusiasm for democracy.
The president Ion Iliescu won
85% of the vote of course.

Voting in Eastern European
countries during the cold war
was a lot of fun. On election
days workers and farmers
would turn up to the brightly
decorated polling booth and

instead of going into the
booth to do their scribbling,
it was practically compulsory
to show their support for the
Communist Party by shouting
“I am voting for the Commu-
nist Party because I'm a firm
patriot”. Then they would (in
front of the scrutineer's eyes)
tick the solitary box on the pa-
per and hand it over to them.
By doing this, at least they
saved their arses until the next
election. Of course the result
was 99.99% for the Commu-
nists! There are other coun-
tries whose election methods
are dubious. Like in the
Phillipines where Ferdinand
Marcos loved the idea of buy-
ing votes. Hundreds die dur-
ing election campaigns in In-
dia and Italy used to have a
totally proportional voting
system. That means if the
Christian Democrats won
30.64% of the vote, they won
30.64% of the seats in parlia-
ment. Of course with this sys-
tem there was never a clear
government forming a major-
ity resulting in the constant
formation of coalitions. These
coalitions, on average, survive
for one year and there have
been more than 52 Italian
governments since 1943.
Your single vote can mean

the collapse of the wall. Former
president of the Serbian Republic in
Bosnia, Radovan Karadzic is not al-
lowed to run for parliament in these
elections. His political lifejust prior
to the collapse of Communism is in-
teresting. Before becoming one of
the main culprits for destroying
Bosnia, Karadzic first joined the
Green Party and then turned to na-
tionalism. His replacement, Biljana
Plavsic, looks, on the outside, like a
kind and caring Serbian motherly
figure. However she is famous in the
Balkans for quotes like “We can
have up to 6 million Serbs killed in
order to clear out of the Balkans all

%

F;'anjo Tudjma'r.l, Croatia

the Croatian Fascists and Islamic
Fundamentalists. That leaves 6 mil-
lion Serbs to procreate”. It was
amusing when the West allowed her
to continue because it was obvious
that they were taken in by her exte-
rior image-myth. Taking this into ac-
count, it may be that the West will
only be looking for a happy exterior
for Bosnia, and they won't be con-
cerned about what will be lurking
about under the surface. Another
Cambodia 1993 situation seems
likely for Bosnia. Until this happens,
keep those kebabs and crappy love
songs blurting out to attract those
votes.

n President -

Encouraging the election process

from around the world

the difference as it was once
unconspicuously displayed on
the front of the White Pages.
One of the most amazing cases
where omne vote caused
changes unimagineable was a
referendum in the late 18th
century in the new United
States. The question was
whether
English
or Ger-
m a n
should
become
the offi-
cial lan-
guage of
t h e
young
country.
English
won by
one vote!
But due
to the
close-
ness of
the vote,
to this
day the
United
States
h a s
never
had an
official
language

even though English has only
been used in official docu-
ments. So voting is different
all over the world. Just thank
your parents or yourself that
voting is something boring to
be done, rather than some-
thing upon which your life
may depend.

Serbian leader Milosevic

On Dit
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OR Insert David Bowie Song Here

T have always envied Douglas Adams, not so
much for his bank balance, but rather for the
fact that he was able to invent a scenario which
allowed him to open an episode with the
words, “In the beginning the Universe was cre-
ated. This has made a lot of people very un-
happy, and widely been regarded as a bad
move,” or words to that effect. There’s no top-
ping that.

However, what one man can invent, another
can steal, and so, gentlefolk, if you are sitting
comfortably... o

In the beginning the Universe was created. The
pros and cons of this we can go into another time,
but it is safe to say, I'think, that
nothing has ever been quite the
same since.

Ten billion years later, more or
less, a lump of stuff which had been
slowly collapsing under the influ-
ence of gravity, had collapsed far
enough for some rather interesting
things to happen near the middle.
Among these things were the igni-
tion of fusion reactions at the com-
paratively dense centre and the for-
mation of several balls of matter
whizzing around the central flame.

Three of these lumps concern us
at the moment. Two are quite large,
the third is probably considerably
smaller. None of them are called
anything, of course, because there’s
almost certainly no-one around
particularly interested in giving
them names, buat later observers
will call one “Earth”, and another
“Mars”. The smaller object never
gets on the credits list at all, hav-
ing made an exit long before names
were invented.

Anyway, roughly ten billion
years after the cosmic kick-off, the
smallest of our trio of heavenly
bodies, not being quite so regular
in its habits as the bigger ones,
failed to look where it was going
and did to Mars what Mike Tyson
does to other people for a living.
The result was that several bits of
Mars were knocked off the planet, and one of
them spent a handful of million years doing the
orbital thing before it plummeted through the
atmosphere of Earth and landed smack bang on
a bit of land that someone would eventually get
around to calling Antarctica.

Three and a half billion years later, Earth was
a very different place. For one thing, not all that
long back, the life that had been burbling along
for much of the planet’s history had got the hang
of aneat new thing called multicellularity, which
allowed the development of Jarge,complexdiv=
ing structures with"§pécialised parts, organs,
even brainis, Only six hundred million years af-
ter the fifsteouple of cells had shyly held hands,
the forces of change Tisdtaken this bagic idea and
from it made a world of wonders including di-
nosaurs, whatever-the-plural-of-octopus-is, and
Americans.

Not long after Americans had been invented,
Antarctica named and meteorites identified as
rocks from space rather than the armpit sweat

of some god or other, one of the first went to the
next and found one of the last, the very one
whose adventures thrilled you a paragraph ago.
The spud-sized lump of rock was taken back to
America where some bright spark identified it
as having come from Mars, largely on account
of the atmospheric gases trapped within it be-
ing much the same as what probes to Mars had
told us things were like there. A decade later,
those studying the rock had something they
wanted to tell the world. A dozen or so researgh-
ers had slowly but surely convinced themselves
that the evidence before them meant that they’d
be justified in saying that there just might have
once been life on Mars.

The evidence is roughly this. Firstly, there are
shapes in the rock that look like fossil cells. Sec-
ondly, there are two stable isotopes of carbon,
and biological systems such as we know them
utilise and incorporate these isotopes differen-
tially, something not normally seen in non-liv-
ing systems. The result is that where life has been
operating you can find evidence of this in the
isotopic ratio of the carbon left on the scene. This
isotopic fingerprint is present in the Martian
rock. Thirdly, various inorganic deposits have

been seer that are SUEEesHvE ot microfossitew

found here on Earth.

Nothing's settled, of course. Other explana-
tions may emerge for this collection of facts, but
the probability that life once existed on Mars is

CEr Y E O e T o AT I Was TS tite

last month. So let’s assume that the find is real,
and that there really once were Martians. This
raises one or two fascinating questions.

Firstly and most obviously, pethaps, is there
still life on Mars? We don’t know. We've done

some soil tests in the past, which were rather in-
conclusive, but our best chance of finding out is
going to come over the next decade or so with a
number of probes destined for the Martian sur-
face. They may still not tell us, of course, and
the problem may have to await a human pres-
ence on the planet.

Secondly, and perhaps most importantly, do
Martian and Terrestrial organisms have inde-
pendent origins, or are they subscts of one great
ecology? If the organisms found on Mars prove
to be similar to that of the Earth to the extent of
having nucleic acid /protein chemistries then we
will be pretty sure that the ecologies of the two
worlds have a common.origin, and spread from

wherever they started to (atleast)
one other world, presumably by
much the same process as the evi-
dence came to.us.

Which raises a third, and deli-
cious, question. If Martian and
Terrestrial dife have a common
origin, where was that first step
taken? It is entirely possible that

“you, me and Michael Jackson are
all descended from Martians.
Which might explain various
things.

However, and this one’s the
killer, if the organisms can be
shown to have an independent
origin to Terrestrial life then, as
our own Paul Davies has pointed
out, that is one of the most reveal-
ing things about the universe that
we will ever have discovered.

Think of what it means. It is
suggeslive that life, given the
chance, will start anywhere -and
it doesn’t need much of a chance.
Briefly, you need a temperature
and pressure range that will al-
low complex chemical systems to
exist, and the materials to make
the molecules. As long as itisn't
too hot, or too dense, and pro-
vided you have the atoms you
need to build big, complex mol-
ecules, you'll get life.

Now life, of course, is no guar-
antor of intelligence. After all,
there’s little evidence of consciousness on Earth
back more than a few hundred thousand years,
or maybe a few million, depending on what you
call consciousness. In any case that’s peanuts
when compared with the age of the world,
whereas we've found evidence of life in the ear-
liest Earth rocks. For most of its history, then,
Earth has had lots of life but not much real think-
ing going on.

However, one thing’s for sure - you can’t have
intelligence (as we might recognise it) without

lifesAnything that increases the chance of life in

the universe increases the chiances.of intelligence.
If life is common, intelligence might be pretty
common, too. If intelligence is commion, we'll
presumably get to knowsgbiout it sconer or later,

‘and that contact will certainly be one of the most

significant events in the history of humanity. All
this, if Martian life has nothing to do with Earth
life. If. We can but wait,

Nick Fryer
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Get A Job! + Clubs

and then there was

The rally at Parliament
House Canberra on Monday
was described as an un-
Australian act, a disgrace
in the history of Australia,
hmm? While we do not con-
done violence and theft,
what we witnessed was an
Australian act pure and
simple.

It was carried out by ordinary
Australians, unionist Austral-
ians, Indigenous Australians,
working Australians, and aver-

age Australians of a broad vari-.

ety. But they were not Austral-
ians who supported or champi-
oned the cause of the Liberal/
National Government in intro-
ducing a budget which will serve
to further marginalise those in
need. Which is the true un-Aus-
tralian act?

1t is difficult to find much to
smile about in Budget '96. The
driving force behind it is not to
support the social fabric of this
country but to balance the
books on a deficit black hole.
The economic rationalist
mindset which has overcome
politics and the mainstream
media places the ideals of an

SMUG

Student Machine Users Group -
internet access for students.
Email+News fram $10 per semester,
to Full Access (WWW and IRC) $20
per semester. Join up at the SMUG
HelpDesk in the Union Resource
Centre, Level 3, Union Building,
Manday 1.00-2.00 pm or Friday 1.00
- 2.00 pm. Existing members may
also yisit the HelpDesk at the same
time for any problems with their ac-

counts. hitp://
www.student.adelaide.edu.au
SMUG SGM

Wednesday, 28th August, 1996 at
LO0 pm, LG 28, Napler Building
(nate new lacation). All SMUG
members are invited to aftend for
the election of a new System Admin-
istrator and Vice President.

Quiz night

The Literary Society will be hold-
ing its annual Quiz night this Fri-
day, 30 August 1996, in the North
South Dining Reoms, Union Build-
ing, from 6.30pm.

Entry is just S5 per person, tables
of 6-8. Bring a whole table of friends,
or join one there. FREE ENTRY (o
the captain of a table which includes
3 or more non-mentbers. BYO Sup-

GET A JoB! ©

estimated economic figure
above human welfare and well
being. This can be seen in the
push for savings measures out-
lined in the Budget. These in-
tended savings will come from
changes to HECS, that’s $1.8 bil-
lion (thanx kids!) with around
3000 higher education places to
be lost. Labour market pro-
grams will be hit with a $1.8 bil-
lion cut (let’s kick em’ while
their down), of which $150 mil-
lion will come from South Aus-
tralia, With full time public sec-
tor job losses estimated at
around 3000 and reduced com-
monwealth sector funding, em-
ployment growth is obviously
not high on the government’s
priority list.

So what are the effects on our
state? Well, despite what Dean
Brown said, it does not look ex-
tremely bright. Information pro-
vided by the Regional Research
Network highlights the problem
we in South Australia face. Add-
ing to the cuts to opportunities
by slashing ATSIC programs and
public sector growth, we can see
this state's chances of becoming
the next Silicon Valley is dimin-
ishing. This is occurring on two
fronts. First; changes to HECS
will have a negative impact on
the demand for science and

Clubs Columns

per, coffee and biscuits provided.
Great prizes! (Mavie passes, books,
stuffed tays elc)
Cantact Georgina Binks (Treasurer)
on 8303 3456 or §352 5815.

It was a Dark and Stormy

Night.

Derek ran panting up the shingle
beach. Rising before him was the
stane shaft of the Lighthouse. Buf-
feted by the wind and soaked by the
lashing rain Derck stumbled through
the door. Shrugging off his oilskin
cloak, Derck began the ascent. As the
spiralling stuirs took him past the
southern window he could see the
masts of the schooner; stark sticks
against the jagged lightning fashes.
Al the top of the lighthouse his new
boss, Sarah, was crouched on the plat-
form, trying desperately to light the
lantern.

“It’s bloody seven o'clock.” Derek
said,

“What was that?” she murmured,
her attention fixed on the flame flick-
ering before her eyes.

“Seven o'clock. I¥'s seven o'clock at
night,” he shouted back.

Brushing a strand of spun gold hair
from her farehead Sarah turmed to-
ward him, her eyes sparkling, her full
réd |ips forming a perfect circle agshe

technology courses which will
be instrumental in any informa-
tion technology strategies. The
second problem is the huge cuts
to research and development
(down by $840 million) and
multimedia ($81.9 million).
Over the next four years indus-
try assistance will be cut by 47%.
So the federal budget cuts will
be a major blow to our economy,
considering we are dependant
on manufacturing and develop-
ing high technology industries.
At the same time, already suf-
fering areas of South Australia
will no longer receive much
needed support due to the ax-
ing of the Regional Development
Program.

The logic behind many of the
cuts seems misplaced. For in-
stance if we look to Japan, an
economy which has been main-
taining a strong budget surplus,
they are committing $197 bil-
lion to research and develop-
ment over the next 5 years. With
this in mind, how can slashes to
research and development be
seen as a positive saving! These
cuts, along with education,
ATSIC and regional develop-
ment, are a damaging cost, not
some sort of beneficial saving,
the brunt of which will be felt
by those already on the margins

said,

“0 Derek. You found out! The
Bacchae quiz night “The Third De-
gree' starts at seven o’clack then? On
Friday the 30th of August isn’t if? I
wonderwhich idiot forgot to put that
on their advertising. What else did
you find cut?”

“Gee. All sorts of things.” Derek

., gushed, flushed at the respect his new
knowledge had gained him with
Sarah, “It's on at the Upper Refectory,
Level 4 of the Union Bullding. And
it's BYO food and drinks.”

“Oh Sarah! We must go.” he en-
thused.

“They have hundreds of dollars
worth af prizes, Wolf Blass wine, SA
Brewing beer, Two Dogs, a hamper
from Balfours, stuff from National
Pharmacles, a meal voucher from
Hungry Jacks, movie passes from
Greater Union, Spring Valley drinks,
books; and yo-yos, mugs, keyrings
and posters from the ABC,

And all for 53.00 members & $4.00
guests.”

He paused, trembling.

“1 tock the liberty of booking us a
table, using the form and the deposit
box located outside the Classics De-

~ partment Office on the Ist Aoorof the
Mitchell Building.”

It was a bleak and bleary dawn.

el |
v, |

of our society...

A good example of the govern-
ment’s well thought out budget
strategy is its co-ordinated ap-
proach te unemployment/
youth issues. The AUSTUDY in-
come support system now as-
sumes that one is ‘dependent’
until twenty five years of age.
Base eligibility for the 'inde-
pendent’ rate depends on hav-
ing a previous employment his-
tory. This conveniently ignores
the fact that youth unemploy-
ment rates ensure that a major-
ity of young people, in a major-
ity of regions, thus have little
chance of qualifying for the
higher rate of payment. Cancel
and cut all those labour market
programs which might offer a
way out of the trap. Make the
dole harder to qualify for, in-
crease the base penalty period
to twenty six weeks, and claw
back a hundred million dollars
by doing so. The promised tax
grab from those with high in-
comes is expected to raise about
the same amount. We suppose
there’s some sort of equity in
that.

Stay tuned.

Mark Kernich & Jamie
Lowe

The Chess Club Digs

(itself) Deeper

Well, the allusion to romantic in-
terludes didn’t manage fo get any-
one to show up for the Chess Club
Meetings, so lel's see ...

I can't even manage to get the
President, Vice-President, and Treas-

urer to come along, what hope ls
there for me? [ mean, there's 30 peo-

ple out there who have paid $5 to
join. They must want to play chess.
So what good am 1if L can‘t get them
to do something they want to do?
What am I gonna tell my parents?
“Erm, dad, you know that $300 you
spent on the public speaking and
motivation course for me7 I kinda
spentiton .. erm.. CD's”. I'm sink-
ing fast, I tell you. Please come to
our meetings: Tuesday's 1.00 pm in
the Canon Poole Room, Friday’'s
also at 1.00 pm, Canon Foole (or
Club’s Common Reom).

There will bea Sports Associa-
tion Council Meeting on Tues-
day 27th August, 1996 from'1.10pm
in the Irene Watson Reom (Level 5,
Union House - behind the Bar).

It is vital that Sporting Clhub del-
egates atlend as the Review of Sport
will be discussed which could serl-
ously affect YOUR sporting club.

On Dit
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Love it or Loathe it, it's that time of year again - those wacky races
known as Student Elections. Our advice: read up and be prepared!

Candidate for President:
Dave Matthews ‘Simply the Beast’

1. In your opinion, what is the
function of the SAUA?

To represent students politically
and all that.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that ticket stand
for?

“Sauacide”. I want to break the Fo-
cus/Impact domination of SAUA.
Such domination of one group is a
threat to student democracy!

3. Define the role of SAUA Presi-
dent as you see it

To oversee the running of SAUA.
Supervising the various committees
and their budget (student’s money).
Making sure correct procedure is fol-
lowed!

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

The general thrust of SAUA will be
maintained. Hopefully new people
will run it properly. It will no longer
be a Focus/Impact social club.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of SAUA President?

25 years experience in the outside
world! I have a very good bullshit
detector. Eg “Never bullshit a
bullshitter!”

6. You're turning the sausages at a
post-rally BBQ, and you can only use
three utensils. Which three do you
choose?

Paul Murray does the BBQ cooking
thankyou!

Candidate for President:
Amrita Dasvarma

1. In your opinion, what is the
function of the SAUA?

The' SAUA acts as a representa-
tional body for students to lobby the
University, the commumity & the gov-
ernment; SAUA reps sit on various
university committees such as Stu-
dent Appeals, Unisafe, and the
ACUE. The SAUA also provides vari-
ous services to students such as cheap

14 On Dit

photocopying, free legal aid, a work
action board, bromiding and a tutor
register: making University life more
student-friendly. The SAUA also pro-
vides much campus culture such as
Orientation; Prosh, and a variety of
theme weeks like Blue Stocking and
Environment Week.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that ticket stand
for?

Student Impact. We are anon-party
political group of students with a
wide range of experience and ideas.
We have a lot of fresh faces to balance
the experience within the group.
We're all committed, energetic and
totally pro-student.

3. Define the role of SAUA presi-
dent as you see it.

The SAUA President acts as the
peak SAUA representative, and con-
venes and chairs SAUA Council. The
President also co-ordinates all the
SAUA's activities and campaigns, li-
aises with the University and the
Union on the SAUA's behalf, defends
student issues, be they educational,
welfare, or legal to the University &
the government, and at the end of the
day is accountable and responsible to
every AU student.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

Cyber-SAUA: making the SAUA
more accessible to students with a
SAUA home page & pushing for 24
hour access to computer suites. Ex-
tending the expiry date on the student
card to be in line with the Union fee
due date.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of SAUA President?

I have the experience of working
extensively in the SAUA, a strong
belief and commitment to the purpose
of the SAUA. Tam not afraid of hard
work and I am creative.

6. You're turning the sausages at a
post-rally BBQ, and you can only use
three utensils. Which three do you
choose?

My talent, commitments and handy
tongs.

Candidate for President:
Libby King

1. In your opinion, what is the
function of the SAUA?

There are a couple of vital func-
tions which the SAUA performs.

The first is representing the politi-
cal interests of students to Federal
& State Governments and to the
University. This is especially evident
at the moment with the Federal
Government’s attacks on students
through Up Front fees, increases in
HECS and restrictions on Austudy /
Abstudy. Another function is to
make campus life more exciting and
to encourage campus culture
through bands and initiatives etc.

The SAUA also gives students al-
ternative views on issues through
On Dit and Student Radio and gives
students opportunities to get in-
volved in the production of papers
and radio shows and stuff.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that ticket
stand for?

I'm running on the ticket activate.
Activate are basically a group of left
and progressive students who are
keen to activate the SAUA and get
students active in campus life. We
really want to make the SAUA a
more inclusive and less intimidat-
ing place for students to be.

3. Define the role of the SAUA
President as you see it.

The SAUA President has an im-
portant role in representing the
views of students, especially on
University committees, and also to
the media and Governments. As
well as this though the SAUA presi-
dent must work hard to getstudents
involved and interested in the
SAUA. The more students who are
involved the better the SAUA can
represent their views and interests.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

Wow, I've already said it but I'll

say it again. The SAUA really has

to work hard to be a less intimidat-
ing thing for students to get in-
volved in. I know when I started
getting involved it wasn't easy. The
SAUA is for students and must in-
clude them. My main focuses
though are fighting against Up
Front fees, increases in HECS and
restrictions on Austudy/Abstudy
and trying to stop uni’s becoming a
playground for the thick, white &
rich.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the po-
sition of SAUA president?

I've been very involved in activ-
ism and the SAUA for a couple of
years now and I'm very keen to get
things done and to be accessible. I
have strong left wing politics which
I think have been greatly lacking in
the SAUA in recent years.

6. You're turning the sausages at

a post-rally BBQ, and you can only

use three utensils, Which three do
you use?

I don’t want to come back for the
BBQ-I'm staying at the occupation
of Vanstone’s office!

Candidate for President:
Erich Heinzle

1. In your opinion, what is the
function of the SAUA?

To represent your average student;
the SAUA is not for the self promo-
tion of office bearers and the squan-
dering of the Union fee.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that ticket stand
for?

I'll be pushing my own personal
ticket, endorsing those whom I feel,
based on personal experience, are the
most competent candidates, best able
to help the Union improve. Ihave also
been endorsed by a number of other
tickets

3. Define the role of SAUA presi-
dent as you see it.

The role of SAUA president is ide-
ally suited to someone like Simon
Flower, Libby King, or The Beast
whereas I am more suited to Union
Board, where a lot of work needs to
be done improving the condition of
the Union as a whole.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

If elected to Union Board, I will take
the new direction of encouraging re-
sponsible management of the Union
and its affiliates. I would also like to
see On Dit cease to be dominated by
self promoting SAUA office bearers

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of SAUA President?

Many, but I'm running for Union
Board and NUS and feel that I can do
much more for the Union and for stu-
dents on Union Board and NUS than
as SAUA president

6. You're turning the sausages ata
post-rally BBQ, and you can only use
three utensils. Which three do you
choose?

I'll use three plates as frisbees

Candidate forPresident:
Simon Flower

1. In your opinion, what is the

function of the SAUA?

The function of the SAUA is to rep-
resentand provide services to the stu-
dent’s of Adelaide University. Some
of these include O’'Ball, Prosh, Rallies
and On Dit.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that stand for?

The ticket I am running on is initia-
tive. Initiative are a group of students
who are interested in making the
SAUA more representative of the en-
tire student populace.

3. Define the role of SAUA Presi-
dent as you see it.

The President must lead the direc-
tion of the SAUA, and coordinate
with other bodies and committees
within the university and the state.

4. If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

I believe the SAUA should become
an effective lobby organisation. It
should try to prevent the influx of

VSU in SA and should also provide .

services which are financially sound.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of SAUA president?

Communication skills, experience
in NUS and SAUA council and an
approachability.

6. You're turning the sausages ata
post-rally BBQ, and you can only use
three utensils. Which three do you
use?

Pitchfork?

Candidate for President:
Cressida Wall

1. In your opinion, what is the
function of the SAUA?

I'm going to talk about what it
should be - it’s about the Economy,
Jobs, Health, Industrial Relations, the
Environment and Telstra. The Issues.

...For our children, and our children’s
chlldren Their children. Their pets.

2. What ticket are you running
with, and what does that ticket stand
for?

I challenge the other candidates to

avoid the words commitment, acces-

sible, dedication and representatlon
David Duchovny should be given a
Nobel Prize for something.

3. Define the role of SAUA presi-
dent as you see it.

It's about issues. You, me ... stuff.
What have the other candldates got
to say about the Telstra sell-off? AIl I
hear are shrieks of silence.

4. If elected, what new directions

will you take and how will you go
about it?

Three points:
1) we pay you to study
2) books cost 10 cents each

3) as many sausages or vego patties
as you can eat.

New colour scheme maybe. Ask me
about funding ... just ask me.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of SAUA President?

The other ten reasons why Captain
Kirk is better than Captain Picard

11) Kirk never had to stand up and
straighten his shirt.

12) Kirk looks good with a ripped
shirt

13) Two words - funky side-burns

14) Kirk can climb a Jeffries tube
and fix anything

15) Kirk’s bridge is not beige

16) Picard allows cats on board
while Kirk beams away even really
cute things like Tribbles

17) The extent of Kirk’s knowledge
of Klingon vocals can be roughly
translated as ”Go fuck yourself!”

18) Kirk would never ask his bar-
tender for advice

19) Kirk would never wash a
holodech on something like Dixon
Hill

20) One word: balls.

6. You're turning the sausages at a
post-rally BBQ, and you can only use
three utensils. Which three do you
choose?

How much I really care would be
enough to turn them over. I don't
need three things ...

Candidate for President:
Hans-Robert Van Amstel

NO SHOW!

Candidate for Education Vice
President
Alen Clifford

Are you running with a ticket and
if so, why? Activate. We have enthu-
siasm and all have a highly principled
humanitarian approach.

1. What would be the most effec-
tive way of getting your concerns
across to Amanda Vanstone?

Through constant campaigning and
rallying that revolves around the
thetne that brings us all together, that
is, Education is a right, not a privilege

and must be free and accessible by all
students not just the elite few.

2. What do you perceive as the
most important issues facing stu-
dents right now?

Access and Equity in Education,
Welfare.

3. Define the role of Education
Vice President as you see it.

To lobby the university and the
Government for the highest level of
student services (eg health, accommo-
dation services for instance) and to
represent academic grievances.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

I will make campaigns more inclu-
sive. The Activate team will make the
association a true association of stu-
dents, not a social clique.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of EVP?

I am approachable, friendly and
quite knowledgeable. I also have an
ultra high enthusiasm for welfare is-
sues.

6.0ut  of the millions of
infomercials, which one do you find
to be most credible? Which product
would get your hard earmed cash?

That one which is hosted by Danny
Bonneducio or the excellent yet stilted
romantic banter of the Telecafe ad.

Candidate for Education Vice
President:
Despina Anagostou

Are you running with a ticket and
if so, why? Yes - Initiative - primarily
because I knew lots of bright people
with bright ideas and wanted to sup-
port them,

1. What would be the most effec-
tive way of getting your concerns
across to Amanda Vanstone?

A multi-pranged approach. You do
the rally thing for media attention and
to galvanise public support; you pre-
pare rational arguments backed up by
facts and figs and

a) try to gel the woman to listen in
a meeting

b) get media on-side

c) get close to her influences - eg Lib
Party - & work on them

d) work as part of a national team -
vice chancellors, NUS, other interest
groups

-2, What do you perceive as the
most important issues facing stu-
dents right now?

- Austudy/Abstudy cuts in the
budget. (kind of a life thing)

- quality of education (ie consider-
ing funding cuts)

3. Define the role of Education
Vice President as you see it.

- representing students on an indi-
viduallevel - eg grievances

- ” broad level - big issues

- informing and including students
in the above to promote better results.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go
about it?

Really utilise ESC and get approval
from council to do:

- more issue based activities

- better dissemination of info

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of EVP?

Work really well with people; lob-
bying Govts; negotiating; media;
huge commitment to students and
education; really friendly; love to
help; lots of experience at State and
National level; lots of contacts in edu-
cation institutions and broader
sphere.

6. Out of the millions of
infomercials, which one do you find
to be most credible? Which product
would get your hard earned cash?

I seriously don’t have time for TV
unless Sesame Street is on - Ernie (of
Bert and Ernie) is my hero - he always
manages to get around Bert (real
dorky obstacle) and get what he
wants, happily, minus conflict. If an
Ernie Doll were advertised I'd buy it
though.

Candidate for Education Vice
President:
Olivia Nassaris

Are you running with a ticket and
if so, why? Yes, Student Impact be-
cause they are all committed to stu-
dent representation

1. What would be the most effec-
tive way of getting your concerns
across to Amanda Vanstone?

There are various ways ranging
from writing letters, getting petitions
and postcards signed to give to her
and more extreme measures such as
rallies, One of the most effective was
when I was one of four who hand-
cuffed ourselves to her office counter.

2. What do you perceive as the
most important issues facing stu-
dents right now?

The most important issues are the
regressive government policies such
as differential HECS, which is an un-
fair & elitist payment system and is-
sues affecting the quality of our edu-
cation being the budget cuts.

3. Define the role of Education

Vice President as you see it.

1 believe the EVP should be avail-
able for students to be able to express
their concerns to and act as a voice
for them. The EVP also must be able
to resolve student grievances fast and
effectively. To also co-ordinate groups
to lobby the government to maintain
our education.

4, If elected, what new directions
will you take and how will you go

w
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about it?

Iwould implement greater student
assessment of teaching & resources
and greater feedback to students so
that all students' problems are ad-
dressed.

5. What qualities or skills do you
have, that you can bring to the posi-
tion of EVP?

T'am committed, hard-working, not
prejudiced and believe that everyone
has a right to quality education. I
believe in the Union and SAUA work-
ing together to achieve the best Uni-
versity life and education for us.

6. Out of the millions of
infomercials, which one do you find
to be most credible? Which product
would get your hard earned cash?

The Thigh Master - Jane Fonda does
wonders with that thing. There is no
way I'd spend any cash on an
infomercial product or waste the
phone call money.

Candidate for Activities/
Campaigns Vice President:
Jodie Brinkworth

Are you running with a ticket and
why? Activate & proud.

1. How would you revitalise
PROSH?

I'd put the focus back on the char-
ity side. There would be more pub-
licity directed at first years explain-
ing the point and encouraging the
pranks. Most importantly a kick arse
Prosh after Dark.

2. What kind of campaigns would
you run and what would they in-
volve?

Any campaigns run would aim to
encompass all students at Adelaide,
men, women, Queers, beer pigs, peo-
ple of various ethnic background etc.
Obviously the education issue is
HUGE. More rallies against the Lib-
eral cut backs and campaigns to edu-
cate students on issues of relevance.

3. What is the role of the ACVP?

To make the campus FUN, FUN,
FUN. But not just fun of one kind. Fun
for every one (notice it thymes). The
ACVP needs to make it their personal
responsibility to “turn that frown
upside down” - in an economically
viable way of course.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of ACVP?

Plenty of vibrance, enthusiasm and
wit. I'm also very approachable and
practical. I wouldn’t throw money
away willy nilly, rather spend it with
flair & a touch of creative genius.

5. “The barbecue is the official art
of the office bearer.” Discuss.

Hmm... (pondering music). “No sif,
Ididn’t like it”, Barbecue smarbecue.
A good time isn’t necessarily a snag
cooking in its own fat. The official art
of the office bearer is to throw a party

with little notice worthy of council

complaints.
6, Your definition of a good time?
Galaxy TV has to come into it. There
also has tobe a degree of bouncing in
groups. Good music aids this.

Candidate for Activities/
Campaigns Vice President:
Andrew Gibbs

Are you running with a ticket and
why?Yes, my friends and I are insepa-
rable.

1. How would you revitalise
PROSH?

Remove the focus on financial
losses and take on charity initiatives.
Have fun while raising money for
good causes. Raise the reputation of
AU, students.

2. What kind of campaigns would
you run and what would they in-
volve?

Working with the education people,
fight the iniquitous imposts of the
government, minimising the impact
of Liberal reform. We would be vo-
cal, responsible, united and effective.

3. What is the role of the ACVP?

Organising campaigns first and
foremost, but having great activities
toincludeall A.U. students in fun and
serious initiatives, chairing the ASC
and supporting the great SAUA.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of ACVP?

I organise. I do it. I know people.
I'm good with money. I know AC-
TIVITIES!

5. “The barbecue is the official art
of the office bearer.” Discuss.

Only office bearers are considered
silly enough to get covered in grease,
dirt and meat fat to satisfy the hun-
ger of the masses. Good for votes.

6. Your definition of a good time?

Beer, bands, bonking and Barbe-
cues. The essence of the 4 B’s, (Not
necessarily in that order, open to of-
fers).

Candidate for Activities/
Campaigns Vice President:
Antony Williams

to share resources in our efforts to rep-
resent all students.

1. How would you revitalise
PROSH?

I would encourage low budget,
more traditional fund raising events
which, in conjunction with all student
groups from all campuses would see
the return of the cool pranks and high
participation that was once PROSH.

2. What Iiind of campaigns would
you run and what would they in-
volve?

Informative, relevant, well budg-
eted and effective. Campaigns that are
driven by student issues directly. Also
with an emphasis of community
awareness in the general public.

3. What is the role of ACVP?

To co-ordinate activities by oversee-
ing the Activities & Campaigns Com-
mittee. To provide sound financial
management. To relate student views.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of ACVP?

Experience in the entertainment in-
dustry, particularly in management.

5. ”The barbecue is the official art
of the office bearer.” Discuss.

Gelting to face the students and dis-
cuss their individual problems and
views is extremely important.

6. Your definition of a good time>

Good friends, togetherness, good
food & good music.

Candidate for Women'’s Officer:
Sophie Allouache

Are you running with a ticket and
why? Yes because it’s important to
run with people who have the same
beliefs as you do and who are really
positive about the SAUA and have a
lot to contribute.

1. What is the role of Women'’s Of-
ficer as you see it?

The Women'’s Officer has three
main roles. One is to represent all
women student’s to the University
and the Government. She also has to
handle grievances as she is a sexual
harassment contact officer and last
but not least to inform students about
women's issues such as sexual harass-
ment and safety on campus. And also
to publicise women's events like Blue
Stocking Week.

2. What kind of campaigns would
you run and what would they in-
volve? ’

I would like to run several cam-
paigns ranging from a Body Image
Awareness campaign to safety on
campus to the use of gender exclusive
language and domestic violence. I
think most of the campaigns would
involve producing posters and bro-

Are you running with a ticketand  chures and other informative material

why? Yes, Student Impact. We are a
non party political group who choose

as that is most likely to reach a greater
number of students.

3. What is your definition of femi-
nism?

To me feminism is about equality
and women fighting for their right to
do anything that men can. But femi-
nism is also about celebrating wom-
en’s strengths which is really impor-
tant not to forget.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of Women’s Officer?

I have been on WSC this year and
so have worked closely with the
Women's Officer on various issues
and campaigns. From this I have
learnt about the practical side of
putting campaigns together, I have
also been on several university com-
mittees, one of which deals with
grievances.

5. Have you been involved in any
social issues groups?

This year I have been involved in
Women's Collective on campus.

6. Name a meal that you would be
willing to eat 7 nights straight?

Pasta Armatriciana.

Candidate for Women's Officer:
Jill Thorpe

Are you running with a ticket
and why? ERA - Factional Freedom
which guarantees independence.

1. What is the role of Women’s
Officer as you sce it? ‘

The Women’s Officer is underan
obligation to represent all women
on campus regardless of individual
beliefs or background.

2. What kind of campaigns
would you run and what would
they involve?

Inaddition to the traditional cam-
paigns run both on this campus
and in conjunction with other cam-
puses, I believe women must
present overtly as a group on cam-
pus and not cultivate exclusivity.

3. What is your definition of
feminism?

The eradication of the concepts of
male and female.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the po-
sition of Women's Officer?

Extensive experience outside
campus as a woman and inside
campus, working with clubs and
associations under much less con-
straint.

5. Have you been involved in
any social issues groups?

The Box Factory Community
Centre )

The Keith Sheridan Institute
(Sheridan Theatre)

Homeless Person

Executive Women'’s Network

6. Name a meal that you would
be willing to eat 7 nights straight?

Rice with something (anything!!)
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Candidate for Women'’s Officer:
Merrie Caruana

Are you running with a ticket and
why? I am running with activate be-
cause we are a group of activists who
believe in social justice and equality.

1. What is the role of Women’s Of-
ficer as you see it?

The role of Women’s Officer is to
represent women who have been dis-
criminated against on the basis of sex
and be there for women who need to
talk to someone or get information
about women’s services. Another role
is to create an active and inclusive
women’s department and collective
which fights for women’s rights and
their access to education.

2. Whatkind of campaigns would
you run and what would they in-
volve?

Iwant to run a campaign about how
the Government’s attacks will effect
women and further disadvantage
them; especially disabled women,
queer women, non-English speaking
background women and Aborigines
and Torres Straits Islander women,
working with Wilto Yerlo and the
Overseas Student’s Association. I also
want to run campaigns around safety
on campus, sexuality and health and
other issues women suggest. I want
to involve as many women in these
campaigns involving rallies, exhibi-
tions, debates, discussions and others.

3. What is your definition of femi-
nism?

Recognising women'’s differences
and fighting for our rights and against
unrealistic media portraits of our bod-
ies.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of Women'’s Officer?

T'am approachable and want to get
others involved. I am a strong advo-
cate of women’s rights.

5. Have you been involved in any
social issues groups?

The International Women’s Pay
Collective, Resistance, Pride, Defend
Community Services, South Austral-
ian Education Network.

6. Name a meal that you would be
willing to eat 7 nights straight?

Vegetarian Laksa.

Candidate for Environment
Officer: ‘
Virginia Simpson

Are you‘rurming with a ticket and

why? No - Independent.

1. What's the biggest environ-
mental problem facing the world
currently? : '

Hard question to answer - so
many things are interlinked. People
(esp. Western/developed nations).
Over-consumption of resources and
leaving too much indelible waste
and irreparable destruction in our
wake.

2. What can we do on campus to
improve its environment?

Try to control the amount of waste
we are producing and deal respon-
sibly with that which we do pro-
duce.

3. What social issue groups have
you been involved in?

Mostly environmental so far - Wil-
derness Society, International Fund
for Animal Welfare, have planted
trees for “Trees for Life”, Uni Envi-
ronmental Collective... we're also
trying to get an Adelaide network
together at the moment of active
students, with the hope of maybe
launching a few anti-multi national
campaigns too...

4. What qualities orskills do you
have that you can bring to the po-
sition of Environment Officer?

Probably one of the most impor-
tant ones - a genuine concern for En-
vironmental issues.

5. Define the term ‘cheap thrill’
and give at least one example.

Hmm. Well. Any kind of reckless,
short lived activity with no thought
for any adverse affects that it may
have in the long term/ on others or
the environment etc...

Candidate for Orientation
Co-ordinator
Fiona Brammy

Ticket Running with, if any, a(nd
why? Student impact - its a group
which is non-party political & is
the best!!!

1. Do you know how to have a
good time? Expand on this.

Naturally - that’s why I want to
be O’Coordinator - orientation in-
cludes my fav things; sun, music,
movies, people, & beer...

2. What qualities or skills do
you possess that would make Ori-
entation a hunky-dory week of
shenanigans?

To start with, organisation, expe-
rience and imagination should get
itrolling; so finding fantastic direc-
tors and coordinating them to
brainstorm the best ever Orienta-

© tion is the key...

3. Are you a good scammer?
Give 3 examples,
Hey, these things aren’t allowed

to be publicised, sorry guys. But it
does make a good story to tell over
a few beers.

4. What does the average 1st year
want?

Information, given to them in a
cool and funky way. Like O'Tours
this year, is the perfect eg: learn-
ing about the uni while skulling a
beer.

5. Fave pub/club/Adelaide
band/beer?

Austral, Ed, no club, too many to
choose and definitely Coopers Pale
Ale. All the way...

Candidates for On Dit Editor(s):
Morrison/ Ng/ Sproles

Are you running with a ticket
and why? Independent ticket.

1. What is the role of On Dit as
you see it?

To provide a voice for all stu-
dents, to inform and entertain.

2. What things would you initi-
ate? What things would you
keep? What things would you get
rid of?

¢ A balanced coverage of news
on all campuses, student politics,
feature articles and increase in
creative contributions.

eEncourage more participation
from all students and not just regu-
lar contributors.

3. What magazines/papers do
you read regularly?

Anything and everything we can
get our hands on barred New
Weekly, Woman's Day & Australa-
sian Post.. But if you want to be
specific: Premiere, NME, Bulletin,
Sight & Sound, Empire.

4. What qualities or skills do
you have that you can bring to the
position of On Dit Editor?

All of us have extensive experi-
ence with student media particu-
larly at On Dit (combined 5 years
experience).

5. What do you see as the func-
tion of On Dit?

To ensure that the paper is not
subjected to mediocrity due to gov-
ernment restraints, censorship.

To be the best voice available for
students and an outlet for their tal-
ents and interest.

6. If you had to produce a film
based on a Shakespeare play what
twist would you put on it?

Hamlet runs off with Laertes and
Ophelia blows her stack at all the
men who screwed her around, and
runs off tojoin a feminist collective.

Candidates for On Dit Editor(s):
Kernich, Kennington & Will

Are you running with a ticket and
why? No. As editors we don’t wish
to owe anyone “favours.”

1. What is the role of On Dit editor
as you see it?

To organise reporting, production,
promoting of a well edited On Dit. To
take the flak for poor editorship
should that appalling situation arise.

2. What things would you initiate?
What things would you keep? What
things would you get rid of?

Changes to review sections. Centre
lift out - “What's on around Uni.”
Strong coverage of student affairs.

3. What magazines/papers do you
read regularly?

Inside Football. New Scientist.
Green Left. Guardian Weekly.

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the posi-
tion of On Dit Editor?

Organisational abilities, a critical
view (aesthetically and politically),
stubborn independence. Networks of
potential writers and contacts into
Uni and student organisations. Tech-
nical know-how.

5. What do you see as the function
of On Dit?

To promote and report on the po-
litical and social life of AUstudents.

6. If you had to produce a film
based on a Shakespeare play what
twist would you put on it?

Hamlet to make a decision.

Candidates for On Dit Editor(s):”
Williams/Evans/Jones

Are you running with a ticket and
why? No comment.

1. What is the role of On Dit editor
as you see it? .

Much as Mike Moore's role on
Frontline - to be the "critical funnel"
through which everything else flows. To
surround themselves with competent
personnel to produce an entertaining
newspaper.

2. What things would you initiate?
What things would you keep? What
things would you get rid of?

Initiate a "What the Hell Do You Do?"
column to interview various academics
& staff and find out what their roles are -
and what they do for us. Introduce
"Jon's 2 cents worth" to allow Evans to
put forward his sometimes controver-
sial opinions, and allow the consequent
debate to flow. And much much more!

3. What magazines/papers do you
read regularly?
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Commodore 64 Monthly, The TV
Guide, Pro Basketball Today, "The Ad-
ventures of Piss-Up Man".

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the position
of On Dit Editor?

A unique lack of quality and skill, and
a good dose of misguided enthusiasm.

5. What do you see as the function of
On Dit?

To primarily entertain the students of
the Uni, keep them informed, and offer
a forum for civilised and uncivilised
discussion of a range of issues, both
important and trivial. To help waste that
hour’s gap in the curriculum.

6. If you had to produce a film based
on a Shakespeare play what twist
would you put on it?

The twist we would put on it would
be to delegate the production to some-
one else, Eitherthat, or do it as a repro-
duction of BMX Bandits - with the good-
ies on BMX's and the baddies ina Black
Valiant, and a zany "foam-goes-every-
where" ending,.

Candidate for Student Radio
Director:
Andrew Wolfmeyer

Are you running with a ticket and
why: I might run on a ticket with other

media people, because I think it's impor-
tant to have a strong independent stu-
dent media.

1. What is the role of student radio
director as you see it?

To provide an opportunity for stu-
dents to take part in Radio by taking care
of the nasty administrative details
within SAUA and 5UV as well as pro-
viding any training, promotion and
technical support that's required.

2. What things would you want to
initiate?

Two compilation CD's with campus
artists, more involvement from students
and live shows from different locations
around campus on 88FM. I'd also like
to somehow get together a recording
studio for Student Radio.

3. What's your fave music? Fave lo-
cal band?

Anything (except rap/techno, but I
think there's a place for it on Student
Radio). Fave local band? Anyone I've
done a recording with!

4. What qualities or skills do you
have that you can bring to the position
of Student Radio Director?

Experience in; recording bands, pre-
senting, producing, training & promot-
ing. I'malso friendly, approachable and
willing to listen to any ideas that peo-
ple have for Student Radio.

5. How would you get more people
listening to Student Radio?

By cross promoting in On Dit,
postering, through the Student Radio
Web Page, advertising on Student Ra-
dio 88 FM (coming soon), word of
mouth, carrier pigeon and anything else
[ (or anyaone else) can think of.

6. Have you ever driven a V8? If not,
why?

No, I don't drive (boring but true).

Enjoy Classic & Contemporary musle

PIANC
by

Lormine

i
|
Enjoy a refreshing Cocktail
and delight in the cuisine of
Joey’s Bistro )
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Part 1: Lowered Suspension

Although unaware of it at the time, the
article “Revamped Crummidores - a hit
on Hindley” was in fact an introduction
to a six step instructional series. “Creat-
ing a Cruise Mobile - minus the cost”.
Throughout the course of this semester I'm
going to teach you how all the necessary
skills and secrets of the trade required to
convert your parent's family sedan into
the ultimate “Street Machine”.

But first | must apologise for the faux
pas made by the editing staff of On Dit.
Their naivety has not only caused enrage
among lover’s of Holden vehicles but has
also caused me a significant degree of

embarrassment and may have raised -

doubts about my technical expertise. Just
in case you were asleep when you read
the article t will outline the problem. (I'm
sure the editors would also like to be en-
lightened). The article was predominantly
centred around Commodores from the
1982-85 era, ie VH and VK. One photo-
graph was of a stock standard VH SL/E
and that was fine, Immediately adjacent,
however, was a photograph of the Mecca
of pre-1992 Holden vehicles. The VL
Group A Walkinshaw. I'm sure many
readers were disgusted that such a vehi-
cle was pictured with an article of this
genre. | won’t dweil on this point for too
long but | just hope that this formal apol-
ogy on behalf of the editing staff reaches
the public before | am verbally abused,
harassed or assassinated.

Now that we've sorted all that out, we
can get down to business. This week we’re
going to lower the vehicle to bee’s dick
clearance, as discussed in the previous
article. This process is known in the trade
as “Dropping ‘er on its guts”. Pedder’s and
other sport’s suspension kits are expen-
sive and, besides lifting up the arse, sim-

ply don't achieve the tight tolerances with

Wayward Student

X

the tarmac we require. The answer is sim-
ple, for a job done properly you must do-
it-yourself.

There are a few things you're going to
need for a job well done:

e A Saturday afternoon.

» A few mates including one fat dude

* An oxy-acetylene kit.

s Some tools (A wheel spanner and a
shifter will do).

e A cool room or six 45 litre eskies
(complete with ice).

o A shit load of piss (beer). Not urine-
piss because that isn’t as nice (so I've
heard).

e A spare slab of beer, in case the fat
dude gets thirsty.

e A hydraulic jack (optional) - most fat
dudes can lift the front end sufficiently.

Preparation is all important in any do-
it-yourself modification. If any of the
above essentials are unavailable this Sat-
urday | would advise postponing the
modification until you're fully prepared.

It is important to get up early on the
day of the
mod. and get
the beers on
ice. This will:
ensure you
get the best
out of the la-
bour force
you have
employed'.
To complete
a successful modification you also need
to look the part. 1 would suggest the Salis-
bury/Elizabeth look, ie. Moccasin'’s,
Tracksuit pants, a flannel shirt and for

theguys, whatever you do - don’t shave

for at least three days before the event.

The first thing to do when your mates
arrive is to sample a beer. This is vital
and should not be overlooked under any
circumstances. | cannot stress the impor-
tance of this step enough, after all, beer
is the fuel that will propel you through
the strenuous day that lies ahead. You
must therefore ensure it is up to scratch.

Now it's time to get under way.

1. First you need to fight the Oxy. If
you don’t know how to do it, don’t worry
you'll work it out. Only one of the gases
in Oxy welding is flammable, therefore
trial and error is a suitable method for
newcomer’s, Once lit, adjust flame to a
neutral type.

2. Raise the front end of the vehicle us-
ing the preferred method, ie Hydraulic
jack or Fat dude.

3. Now you need to slide under the
vehicle on your back with.the oxy torch
in your lefthand. (Your right hand should
remain occupied at all times with a beer).

4. You will notice the bottom of the
springs above
the front tyres,
they sort of
stick out of the
wheel arch.
Those seem-
ingly harmless
coils of steel
are the offend-
ing parts that
prevent your
car from fooking shit hot. Therefore they
need to be fixed. Apply an even amount
of heat to the visible part of one of the
springs. Keep this up until the coil glows

a scarlet red colour, if the coil turns a

bright orange you've fucked it up and you
may as well stop now. Once you've at-
tained the correct colouring on one side
quickly move out from under the car, and
remove the jack. The fat dude now needs
to sit on the bonnet of the car. The front
corner will sink towards the ground
gracefully and the weight should be re-
moved when the desired effect is reached.
In the event of excessive “spring-back”
the process should be repeated.

5. The process outlined in Step 4 should
be repeated for the other side of the ve-
hicle and also for the rear of the vehicle
if desired. It should be noted that many
family sedans will not require any more
lowering in the rear, the rear springs are
usually aiready rooted. Weight added by
next weeks modification should also be
allowed for, so leave the rear end a few
centimetres higher than you require for
the finished effect. This will ensure the
car doesn't resemble a dog with worms
when the heavy sub-woofers are added
next week.

Make sure you schedule breaks at regu-
lar intervals to revitalise yourself. Nobody
denies that this type of work can be stress-
ful on both the mind and body so it is
important to keep your fluid levels up
with a steady intake of beer. Reward your-
self at the end of the day with a cruise
down Hindley Street after the sun sets.

Next time, I'll make that cruise down
Hindley even more enjoyable with the
fitting of a high power sound system.
Until then, Happy Motoring.

'Studies have shown that mates will
work on average 50-60% belier if the beer
is served below 4°C.

The Phantom

(2nd Year Mech Eng)

(N.B. - We personally do not
recommend this procedure.
- the Eds)

student radio program -
week one

monday

10-10.30pm slander, lies & audiotape.
dear avid student radio listener, we here
at sfander, lies and audiotape think that
the fine line between information and
defamation is more like a 16 lane free-
way. but as the lesson of the rabbit and
the 32 wheel semi-trailer clearly demon-
strates, it's best to be prepared for all
eventualities. so in case we cause offence
with our 30 minute foray into the latest
campus, local, national, international
and ocassionally paranormal news,
sport and current affairs, presented in
a way which can, at times, stretch your
brain, the truth and all sense of common
decency, we'd like to take this opportu-
nity to say, in advance,

we are really sorry!

10.30-10.50pm polp! world music and
political commentary with a difference!
if you are looking for african-based “world
music” or the sounds of bulgarian throat
singers, shift your dial elsewhere, that is
not the complete and real world. EVERY-
WHERE, people are listening to folk pop,
which is churned out like polp. this is the
true world music, polp at last, karaoke
finds its home.

10.50-11.40pm the 30 point plan to de-
stroy the youth network with mark
panizza. HC/punk/crust/str8edge/
noise, features on bands and contribu-
tors to the national d.i.y punk scene.
coming real soon is a live to air with

tightasfuck local HC outfit, THE PRICE
OF SILENCE.

11.40-12.30pm on the beat pete kick
back and open all valves as the smith sis-
ters (yes...they really are) take you on a
short, but painless adventure into the psy-
che and intrigue of the adelaide univer-
sity student. where do these creatures
go? what do they do for endorphins? tune
in and find out. fwo things are guarenteed.
a lot of music. a little of talk.

tuesday
10-10.50pm pabilo fa
christian, peter & niki

you. :
10.50-11 .40pm radi
radio plays, live to

ephant' watching s
rob present a punk -fd
with a dash of quasl-ind

views from local & international bands &

make-shift radio plays with a whole lot of
fove, iced with the occasional sex and
mule live in the studio. art and beasts in
mono. :

wednesday

10-10.50pm popsick with adrian & josh.
“talk about...pop muzik. talk about...pop
muzik. pop pop pop muzik” “i can't hold

back the gxcitement! duran duran,
bronski / feat, ru paul, adam
ant...climax!” “yeah! music to make you

puke.” jg mr pop and anti-pop as they

presentfgh 80’'s music & trivia show for
fans ynics alike. all opinions wel-
comety the eighties...impossible to ig-

nd a band, artist, genre, as-
e, issue. pre-recorded ra-

teature the rowdy darlen
fAd ‘el guappo’ paul cham-
rrent bollard and flat
ute in a well-rounded

pre-love, the joy of whole
in and anger of separa-
extacy of return.

0am experimental music
n and peter present an an-
rperate conglomerate com-

op dies for an hour while
| neul, neubaten, can, coil,
robbing gristle, non, aphex
heat manifesto, snog, psy-
:} sk lung, merzbow,

e

and mors rise up amidst the
ashes sheer artistry, news, trivia, down-
right gossip and Interviews from the ex-
perimental music scene hijacks the
airwaves for fifty sublime minutes per
fortnight.

thursday-saturday university of south
australia student radio 10pm-~12.30am

sunday

10-10.50pm faces for radio steph and
sarah offer plenty of great conversation, and
a variety of music rarely played on the ra-
dio these days, paying special attention to
adelaide’s talent. prepare to be surprised.
10.50-11.40pm 24 frames with karen &
craig. student radio’s movie show. new,
old, borrowed & blue. join us in our quest
to have Ben Mendessch assassinated. we
may even interview someone celebrated.
11.40pm-12.30am riding on thermal rock
a plethora of sounds will seduce your ears
as you journey to the bubbling, frothing
center of obscure and burning rock. a splat-
tering of Interviews amidst updrafts of
american & local musie, entwined with -
commentary aspects of pseudo—sooiety
‘foin julia, pete & gus for a ride on thermal
rock. also featuring the student services
and activities segment. :
student services and activities

last show every sunday

they say that if you give a thousand mon-
keys a thousand typewriters, you'll eventu-
ally end up with a copy of war and peace.
unfortunately, we don't have such a large
intellectual base to work with, but for your
convenience, we've assembled a group of
five student office bearers, four full-time
staff and a host of council and commit-
tee members to provide quality services
and activities for students. listen in to. ﬂ’le
last show each sunday to find out what's
avallable and where the action is for the
coming week.
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The Two DEbATE Topics this yEAR WIll be: "pornography" (Feel free o delve
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Wayward Student

A Pocket History of the Sit-Com

The sit-com (‘situation comedy’) is
perhaps the one type of program that
television can say it has truly invented.
While the genre’s name stays the
same, the way the sit-com has devel-
oped over time has reflected not only
the dominant values and concerns of
society, but those values and concerns
of American society.

The sit-com that started with the
birth of broadcast television in the
1950's (narrowcast television started
inthe 1930, in Britain, Germany and
the US) was mainly influenced by the
types of vaudeville comedies that were
popular at the time. They were mostly
domestic situations, and the comedy
was of a broad and slapstick variety.
An example of this would be the
Lucille Ball type; one set, two or three
main characters, and an outside influ-
ence causing the conflict, But the ba-
sic structure was evident, and its suc-
cess ensured its survival,

The domestic situation is the crucial
locus for all sit-coms. Even though the
location may change, it must be
treated like a home, or where the char-

acters spend the majority of their time.
So in MASH, the ‘swamp’ is where
Hawkeye Pearce, Trapper John, Frank
Burns, B) Hunnicut, and Charles Win-
chester have all made their homes.
Likewise in Friends, Central Perk be-
comes a more public domain for do-
mestic events to occur, as well as
Monica’s apartment. As the sit-com
has developed, the general number of
locations in any particular sit-com has
generally increased. Of course there
are many noteable exceptions -
Roseanne especially - but generally
this is the case. This is due in part to
the amount of money available, but
also because of the perceived audi-
ence demand for more stories - not just
endless repeats of the same old ones.
Of course, we usually get the same old
stories, but in different locations!
The 1960’s saw an interest in the ru-
ral sit-com, the most obvious exam-
ple being The Beverley Hillbillies, but
this also tied in the ideas of small town
America that have become part of the
American Myth. ‘Interest’ is defined in
the sense that it is ratings that drive
what is seen, and we are all pretty well
aware of the importance of ratings to

advertisers. The shifts in the ‘types’ of
sit-coms reflect who has the wealth in
society, or - to put it another way -
who has the most to spend. The 50's
aimed at middle class families, part of
the Eisenhower propaganda machine,
of which getting the nation hooked on
television’s value messages was an in-
tegral part. The dominant value was
prosperity, acquisition of the latest
technology, family (and all the asso-
ciated stereotypes). In the 60's, the per-
ceived interest came from rural com-
munities - old, established wealth. In
the 1970’s it changed to the 18 - 35
year old bracket - the Baby Boomers
(them again). In the 80's the Boomers
had families so there was a return to
the family based sit-coms of the 50's
(eg. Family Ties, Growing Pains). The
90's sees a continued interest in the
18 - 35 bracket, but reflecting the per-
ceived interests of ‘GenX' as well as
an obsession with postmodernism, ce-
lebrity and, quite interestingly, neuro-
sis. In a sense the characters of sit-
coms have always been neurotic, but
not in such an acutely developed way.

The 70's also saw the introduction
of the serial into the sit-com. S0 now,
as well as getting your regular situa-
tion-to-be-resolved-every-week, there
was the introduction of the ‘meta-nar-
rative’. This saw gradual changes in
the basic situation; people getting mar-
ried, divorced, kids growing up and
moving out, changing jobs. There was
also a shift towards balancing the
work/home situation, which started
with The Dick Van Dyke Show (1961
- 66) but culminated with the setting

of the sit-com entirely in the
workplace. The 70’s also saw the in-
troduction of sit-coms aimed directly
at teenagers, such as Happy Days,
Three’s Company and Laverne and
Shirley.

The 80’s saw the development of a
more character based sit-com in
which the stereotypes were less ex-
treme than those in the past. This re-
flected the Reagan influenced return
to more conservative values as the sit-
com evolved to include the strong
family situation back as the dominant
icon of the sit-com. The emergence of
the prime-time serial (Dallas, Dynasty)
also saw the continued development
of the serial sit-com. 50 we get shows
ranging from Cheers, to The Cosby
Show, to Alf.

The late 80's saw the shift towards
the type of younger, postmodern, ‘hip’
sit-com we’re used to seeing nowa-
days. The three shows that started this
trend were Roseanne, The Simpsons
and Seinfeld. All the ‘new’ shows we
are currently inundated with are the
results of the success of these shows.
Interesting to note that all these shows
had a hard time getting off the ground
as far as popularity was concerned, no
doubting it now.

Thats it for this week. Did you know
that Jodie Foster is one of the voices
on The Addam’s Family cartoon se-
ries? Watch Cartoon Connection my
friends. While you're at it, read Chan-
nels of Discourse, Reassembled ed.
Robert C. Allen presiding.

Joltman

MyM'
BERT'S BEEN
USING MY
EPILADY!

YOU'lL
PAY FOR THIS.
BERTHOLD SPRUNT!

YOU CAN'T
HEX D, LUCy!

I'M WEARING My

LUCKY RABBIT'S
HEAD

Suwyr Yp,
PVE GOT A HOT
PATE TONIGHT

UM, LOCY..,
COULD YoU
GET ME SOME
TOILET PAPER?
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Theatre

Catholicism, the moral question
of what constitutes “good works”
and the haunting of one’s past are
the ingredients that constitute the
Nick Enright creation Good Works.

For Paul English who plays the
roles of Tim/Eddie in the Playbox
Production that opens in Adelaide
this week as part of World Theatre,
it was the closest he could come to
describe what is essentially a com-
plex work.

“Superficially it is a work that
deals with a couple of Catholic
families and their interrelationships,
focussing on two women Mary
Margaret (played by Vanessa
Downing) and Rita (Helen Morse),
who meet at school and despite
being very different from each
other, form a very close bond that
is eventually destroyed through be-
trayal,” English explains.

Coinciding with the Mary
Margaret/Rita relationship is the re-
lationship between their respective
sons Tim, played by English and
Shane (Greg Stone).

“The play opens with Tim (who
is Mary Margaret’s son) at a gay bar
believing that another guy in the
bar is Shane and for the rest of the
play he sets out to see if it is so,”
English said.

“This friendship with Shane was
parallel to that of their mothers and
for Shane it was a defining relation-
ship to the point where he felt that
for the first time in his life he was
unconditionally loved. This boy-
hood friendship helped him to
grow.

"After this relationship ends it is
a turning point for Tim and his life
is never the same again. So think-
ing he faces Shane he again feels
the demons of his childhood.”

in addressing past relationships,

English believes that one of the ma-

jor themes that Enright addresses in
Good Works is how everyone, to
some degree, is haunted by their
past and the repercussions that re-
sult.

“It is a play that is very much
about damage to people from ei-
ther a lack of love, power relation-
ships or from institutions,” he said.

“Everyone is reaching for support,
comfort and love and to be able to
stand on their own two feet and the
characters in this play are quite
wounded by their past.”

Good Works has been the first
Nick Enright creation that English
has worked on and. he has found
the play very fascinating.

“Previously the only work of his
(Enright‘s) that | was familiar with
was Daylight Saving which is very
different from this and the episode
that he wrote from the ABC series
Naked, which contains similar
themes to Good Works, * English

Good Works

said.

“It is not a naturalistic play and it
features a lot of time jumps, but es-
sentially the work covers the time
period from the late 1930s through
to the 1980s,” he said. “It is a work
with an interesting mix, although
not a naturalistic play, it is based
on reality."

The action unfolds through flash-
backs and is presented in a kalei-
doscopic manner, while the merg-
ing of time periods in some of the
scenes, illustrates some very stimu-
lating writing.”

With the exception of Vanessa
Downing and Helen Morse, the rest
of the cast perform multiple roles
in the production. English believes
that itis an important factor behind
the play’s success.

“It is very hard to explain, but |
feel that if there was a large cast it
wouldn’t have the same effect,” he
said. “l suppose the best way to ex-

plain it is through the comparison-

of my characters.”

In addition to his main role of
Tim, English plays Shane’s father,
Eddie.

“Not only does this bring in the
crossing of the time frames, | think
it is also very im-
portant that the fa-
ther-son experience
is only shared be-
tween the two ac-
tors,” he said. “I
suppose it enables
us to see in each
other what we lack
or what we want
from the other.”

For English this is
his second time
with Good Works
and Playbox, hav-
ing performed in
last year’s Mel-
bourne and
Frankston seasons,
which saw a lot of
input from Enright.

“There had been
a season with Q
Theatre in Sydney
before we pro-
duced it and as a
result he (Enright)
was very open to
changes as he was
aware of elements
within it that
weren’t working
and allowed us to
rework them while
other parts were re-
written,” English
said.

“He is not one of
those playwrights
who are precious
about what they
have written.

“Itis a Nick Enright work first and
foremost, but even he would be the
first to admit that it is also a play
emerged from an evolution and
collaboration process”

For the Adelaide season of Good
Works the cast has been a mix of
newcomers to the play, others like
English from the Playbox Mel-
bourne run, while Vanessa Down-
ing returns to the work having
played Mary Martin in the premiere
season at Q Theatre.

“This production (in Adelaide)
will be fairly close to what was per-
formed in Melbourne but with hav-
ing three new people in the cast
they still bring new elements and
new ideas into the rehearsal room,”
said English. “Following on from
last year it makes it more exciting
to have different people playing dif-
ferent characters.

“Even for me coming into it again
there is always something new to
deal with as long as | approach
afresh.”

English acknowledges that
Enright's Catholic upbringing is a
factor behind the work.

“Having had a Catholic upbring-
ing, he (Enright) certainly knows in-

timately what that is all about,” he
said, “but | don’t think it is the ma-
jor element of the work.”

“I think the other preoccupations
of Nick’s come across in the play
and | think that is why he is such a
good writer. It is the issues about
morals and acting in a moral way
that is the major focus and it is re-
flected in the title. Essentially the
question is what are “good works?”.

“| think he is a writer who is in-
terested in finding out about what
morality is and what is the best way
of living one’s life.”

English also had a Catholic up-
bringing and agrees that it has heen
helpful in approaching the work.

"I went to a Jesuit school (St Louis’
in Perth) so therefore | understand
a lot of the way Nick was edu-
cated,” he said. “1 understand that
preoccupation with doing good
works and working in a moral way.
That question is always in the air.”

The Playbox Production of Good
Works opens at The Space (Ad-
claide Festival Centre) from Thurs-
day (August 29) and continues un-
til September 7.

Fontella Stuart Koleff
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Slapstick Shakespeare

The Comedy Of Errors
University of Adelaide Theatre
Guild & Parting Company
Little Theatre

Until August 31

In The Comedy Of Errors, being
one of Shakespeare’s first comedies,
we see a surreal, slapstick adventure
through all the escapades and mis-
understandings associated with two
different sets of twins interacting
within a township unaware of the
existence of their partners.

But with this Shakespeare provides
a number of serious undertones- the
dominant being an exploration of the
concept of identity, both generally
and of all its composite factors: ori-

entation, individuality and consist-
ency. This is through the depiction
of the characters who are faced with
circumstances where they are forced
to re-evaluate everything they think
they know about themselves and
their world.

A succesful production of The
Comedy Of Errors could ignore
these undertones, and simply deliver
the very chaotic comic level of the
piece. But, in this combined produc-
tion of the Theatre Guild and Part-
ing Company, co-directors Cate
Rogers and Gina Tsikouras explore
these undertones magnificently
through role deliverance, timeless
and contextless costumes and set,
and the portrayal of the collective

i character of the
townsfalk of Ephesus
as the actors donned
with uniform masks,
and thus posessing
limited identity
while the masks are
on. Rogers and
Tsikouras have ac-
centuated many dif-
ferent emotions and
states of being: san-
ity/insanity, envy,
self-doubt, conflict
and many others, alt

fitting in with the ensuing comedy.

Comedy is the piece’s object, and
this production delivers. Through
script additions, careful choreogra-
phy and consistent, acute acting, the
audience is well entertained
throughout.

In addition, the set, designed by
Tsiskouras, restores hope that the Lit-
tle Theatre can still be host to orignal
sets. With hundreds of rainbow col-
oured balloons at-
tached to the back wall,
and through the use of |
a staircase leading !
through the trap door of
the upper stage, this
colourful and lively
stage sets the mood per-
fectly for such a lively
comedy and enabled a
clever use of the dy-
namics of the theatre.
Likewise orginal was
the lighting design, al-
though there were nu- *
merous moments
where the actors were
found in the dark.

The cast generally [«
provided a wealth of |
talent with noteable =~
performances by Emily
Branford (Adriana),

Anthony Hawkins (Antipholus of
Syracuse), Scott Withers (Dromio of
Syracuse) and Matthew Boyce, the
latter turning the role of Dr Pinch into
an hilarious cameo.

In all the two companies present
us with a brisk celebration of all that
there is to love about Shakespeare
and his comedies.

Ritchie Hollands

The Triumph of Turandot

Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot is
certainly the last great triumph of
19th century Italian opera and the
State Opera production of it which
opened on Saturday night at the
Festival Theatre is a masterpiece.
Here is grand opera at its most opu-
lent and Graeme’s Murphy’s pres-
entation is indeed a marvel. It is
not hard to see why this particular
production has had sell out seasons
in Sydney in recent times.

Australian opera stalwart
Kristian Fredrikson’s designs fend
an almost Japanese feel to Puccini’s
drama and his innovative use of
fans to divide the acts of the opera
is an ingenious one. Graeme
Murphy’s light-footed and choreo-
graphed chorus together with the
Adelaide Symphony’s percussion
at times suggested the later primi-
tivism of Carl Orff,

Conductor Viadimir Kamirski,
in his State Opera debut, is a
dream. His touch is light with a for-
ward momentum which gener-
ously supports and breathes ad-
equately with the singers. His deli-
Cate ear provides the perfect bal-
ance between orchestra and solo-
ists, and also manages to overcome
the difficult acoustics of the hall.
Let’s hope that he gets more work,
for musically this production is a

delight.

The opening night audience
thoroughly enjoyed the Mikado-
esque antics of the trio Ping, Pang
and Pong, played by John Pringle,
Patrick Togher and Geoffrey Harris.
However | do have a few minor ca-
veats conceming the leading so-
pranos. Mary Jane Johnson
(Turandot) did not have quite
enough ice and vengeance in her
opening ‘In Questa Reggia’ for my
liking. This woman is supposed to
eat her suitors for breakfast!, but
in her transformation to loving hu-
man her voice melts the heart.

Amanda Thane’s Liu, much ap-
plauded interstate, had too much
insistent vibrato in her ‘Signore
ascolta’ thus detracting from the
purity which this character sug-
gests. She is the sacrificial lamb;
her life is given so that the cold and
imperious Turandot succumbs to
the love of Calaf. For me she had
too much of the lusty peasant girl
about her. British tenor, Kenneth
Collins, though perhaps not
Italianate in timbre, acquits him-
self more than adequately in the
role of Calaf.

Except for these rather minor
criticisms, Graeme Murphy’s pro-
duction of Turandot is a marvel
which provides the ideal introduc-

tion to opera and charms the sea-
soned buff alike. One can under-
stand the attraction of nineties au-
diences to this opera. For even
though Puccini left the final act
incomplete at his death, in terms
of opulence and grandeur, perhaps
Verdi’s Aida is its only rival.

The State Opera’s production
of Turandot which opened its Ad-
elaide season on Saturday night
runs until the 29th August at 7:30
pm on the following dates
20,24,27 & 29th of August.

Brett Allen-Bayes
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Literature

Alternative Lifestyles

‘Eaxy Rider meets
Das Kapital." — The Tf'mei_

The Motorcycle Diaries.
Che Guevara.

Fourth Estate.

$14.95

Ernesto (Che) Guevara de la
Sterna was born into a wealthy and
liberal Argentinian family in 1928.
By 1967, he had: become a medical
doctor; fathered five children;

fought alongside
Castro; became Min-
ister of Industry in
Castro’s new Commu-
nity Cuba; fought in
the Congo; and,
lastly, was executed
in Bolivia by order of
the then President.
As a result of his
short, yet eventful,
life, Che was
demonised by the
right and deified by
the left: most aspiring
lefties had a gaudy
psychedelic poster of
abearded, revolution-
ary Che proudly look-
ing forward to a day
when the down-trod-
den proletariat will
own the means of pro-
duction. The Motorcy-
cle Diaries is the story
of Che’s burgeoning
social conscience.
The book’s blurb
promises a ‘motorcy-
cle odyssey’, a ‘lusty
travelogue full of life’, ‘six months
of high drama and low comedy in
which the main concern of Che and
his travelling partner are where
the next drink is coming from,
where the next bed is to be found
and who might share it’. This
sounds more like an evening spent
with the Gallaghers rather than
the makings of an important politi-

cal figure, To reinforce this rollick-
ing impression, the shiny cover con-
sists of a picture of a 500cc Norton
and a picture of Che seemingly
sucking on a bong. As the story
unfolds, however, we discover that
in reality Che was mainly dinked
on the back of a rickety old bike by
his travelling companion, leprosy
expert, Alberto Granada, and the
bike breaks down very early on. In
addition to this, Che is only drink-
ing mate, a herbal tea drunk from
a metal tube. Despite these mis-
leads, the book remains an impres-
sive historical account.

Che and Granada headed off on
their journey around South
America in 1951. From Argentina
they went to Chile then to Peru,
then Colombia and finally to Ven-
ezuela. During those ten months,
the companions experienced many
hardships and occasionally humor-
ous moments such as: when parts
of their bike fell off as they plum-
meted down a steep hill; the night
Che was chased by a whole town
after a failed amorous effort with a
local woman; and, how he had to
defecate out of a window to satisfy
an acute case of the runs. They also
seem to have a never-ending array
of people who wanted to feed them
and get them drunk.

However, if one looked at this
work purely as a road book it would
disappoint: he’s no Kerouac. The
book is important, nevertheless, be-
cause it documents the rite of pas-

sage of an important 20th century
political figure. This can be seen in
his evocative and informative ob-
servations of his beloved South
America and particularly South
Americans, such as when Che met
an old lady in Chile who was forced
to work despite her age and chronic
asthma. He argued that ‘it is for
people whose horizons never reach
beyond tomorrow that we see the
profound tragedy which circum-
scribes the life of the proletariat the
world over .., it's time governments
spent less time publicising their
own virtues and more money, much
more money, funding socially use-
ful project’. His anger at social in-
justice was compouided when he
met a wheezing couple who had to
work in sulphur mines because of
their financial situations: “The only
thing that counts is the enthusiasm
with which the worker ruins his
health for a few meagre erumbs.”
When you consider that Che re-
wrote this diary several years af-
terwards, his wife then edited it
years alter that and the translator,
who is passionate about modern
Cuban history, translated his writ-
ings decades later, you have to
question the authenticity of Che’s
adventures and, more importantly,
his thoughts. Putting aside this
criticism, the book remains a good
read and I recommend it to all
those interested in political history.

Mike Hepburn

I Was a Teenage Sex Pistol.
Glen Matlock with Peter
Silverton.

Virgin Books.

$21.95

Yet another book about the Brit-
ish punk movement of the 70s. And
who better to write about the Sex
Pistols than one of their own.

Glen Matlock, one of the original
Sex Pistols who saw the band
through its greatest days before
quitting and being replaced by Sid
Vicious. He then rejoined. the Pis-
tols after Sid’s death and is now part
of their new 90s tour.

One of the most interesting as-
pects of this book is the way in
which it examines the image of the
band. Lead singer Johnny Rotten
and latecomer Sid Vicious have al-
ways been seen as the driving per-
sonas of the band. However, as this
book illustrates, it was first and
foremost Paul and Steve’s band,
joined later by Glen then Johnny
Rotten almost as an afterthought by
their somewhat dubious manager,
Malcolm.

Glen insists that Steve’s don’t-
give-a-damn attitude was really the
spirit behind the band. Contrary to
popular belief he also argues for the
tight playing ability of the Sex Pis-
tols. He insists that what set them
apart from other punk bands was
their coordinated and practised

ability. It was only the late addition
in the form of Sid Vicious, who could
hardly play an instrument at all but
who appeared as the classic punk
image, that the idea of their lack of
musical ability came about. Sid
dominated the image of the Sex Pis-
tols and even moreso after his
heroin-induced death. The Pistols
manager, Malcolm, highly publi-
cised Johnny and Sid to fit the im-
age that he desired. It is this which
Glen seems most bitter about, that
the manager exploited Johnny Rot-
ten’s ego and Sid Vicious’ attitude
to make the band appear as some
kind of sideshow event and that it
is often the image that pervades
despite the glory days of the band
having taken place in earlier times.

The other myth that Glen works
hard to dispel is that he and Sid
were enemies when, in fact, they
related well to each other, even
playing together in the band, The
Vicious White Kids.

Of course, this is only one account
of how it was. You must always be
wary of any one, single view of
events, especially when he fervently
claims to be the only one who truly
understood what the band. could
achieve musically, as all partici-
pants seem to claim. However, his
‘account is for the large part writ-
ten in a well-balanced fashion and
while his retelling of differences in
the band are expressed totally from

his own point of view he doesn’t pre-
tend to be doing anything other
than just that. Glen does not claim
to tell the definitive story of the Sex
Pistols but rather the story of Glen
Matlock from his
own perspective,

of his time with
the band. While
the final days of
the Sex Pistols
are largely ig-
nored as they
did not involve
the author, the
days of infamy
are all present
including the
partial blinding
of a girl at one of
their gigs, a fight |
involving the !
Sex Pistols and
the infamous tel-
evision inter-
view which saw
them . banned
from * almost
every location on
their Anarchy in
the UK tour.

Glen Matlock
presents a well
written and bal-
anced account
while the addi-
tion by Peter
Silverton, at the

end of the book, is a suitable anec-
dotal epitaph to the death of Sid Vi-
cious.

Daniel Watson

Glen Matlock 7

with Peter Silverton @
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Snake.

Kate Jennings.
Minerva.

$14.95

It’s so hard to judge what makes for
good literature these days. Complex
plots and sub-plots? Tricky structures?
Realistic character development? No
character development? It seems to me
that experimentation is the flavour of
the day and whatever an author does to
challenge the old, accepted rules can
only be touted as good. I'm not sure
about this point of view myself but I'm
willing to be open-minded with a work
like Snake.

Kate Jenning’s seventh book spans

Greens

The Greenway.
Jane Adams.
Pan UK.

$12.95

A mystery with a difference. The influ-
ence of the supernatural and the skill that
Jane Adams has written with all combine
to make an excellent debut novel. I can’t

* help feeling more superstitious after read-
ing Adams’ novel The Greenway. Set in a
small Norfolk village Cagsie Maltham re-
turns to the Greenway for a holiday with

about twenty years in the lives of a mar- Turning Point.
ried couple, Rex and Irene, and their twa Helen Townsend.
children, referred to throughout as HarperCollins.
“Girlie” and “Boy”. Rex marries the $12.95.

young and restless Irene after soldiering
in the Second World War and they take
up residence on a farm in rural New
South Wales. The books chronicles Rex’s
initial apprehension about the marriage
and his slow descent into a dull, dead-
ened depression as Irene becomes more
and more shrewish, wanting only to es-
cape from the mundaneness of a life
which she feels is cramping her spirit
intolerably.

The characterisation is subtle, honest
and masterly. Rather than offering bald
descriptions, Jennings details a string
of events in short, sparse chapters (most
no longer than a page or so) throughout
which she slowly sketches the person-
alities of her characters. The anecdotal
style is difficult to connect with at first,
as you need concentration and patience
to digest the cryptic information being
slowly dished out, but the momentum
soon picks up. It's a quick read, not par-
ticularly wordy though coming across
rather like a collection of quirky, blunt,
compact prose-poems.

There’s no doubt that Jennings is a
brilliant writer, though ultimately
Snake leaves little impact. She captures
perfectly the essence of a frustrated
marriage in a frustrating climate, yet
the detached indifference of her prose
means that you're never really inspired
with an empathy for the character. Good
literature? Yes. A good read? Yes. But
will it change your life? I doubt it.

Sophie is an ‘incurable romantic’,
who makes a habit of running away
from her relationship problems. To es-
cape a floundering love affair, Sophie
buys a plane ticket to London, for a
working holiday that is invariably de-
signed to alter her destiny (can this
truly be done...I'm not too sure..) In
Australia Sophie is a television soap
writer (say no more), and in moving to
London hopes to transport her talents
abroad. In England Sophie moves in
with her best friend Mary-Anne, and
her English husband Drummond.
During her time with the pair Sophie
is witness to their shitty marriage,
which is pandered upon at length dur-
ing the course of the novel. Bad rela-
tionships seem to follow Sophie wher-
ever she goes, yet despite this she
plunges headfirst into a relationship
with Rick the ‘professional
backpacker. Rick is a man without
connections and attracts Sophie due to
his seemingly free-spirited nature.
Although this seems romantic to be-
gin with, Sophie soon yearns for com-
mitment and solidarity. Enter Tom...
This book was initially attractive to me
as it depicts a lone Australian wom-
an’s experiences in London (a situation
that I aim to be in a couple of years!).
Therefore this element of escapism was
a characteristic I liked about
Townsend’s new novel Turning Point.
However don’t let me deceive you.

Alice Ray

her husband and friends to end the years § How Stella Got Her Groove

of sufforing caused by events in her child- f§ Back.
hood. Over twenty years ago Cassie and§ Terry McMillan,
her cousin Suzie took a shortcut through $19.95

the Greenway, an ancient enclosed path-
way steeped in Norfolk legend, when
Suzie mysteriously disappeared without
a trace. Cassie could not recall anything,
one moment Suzie was next to her and
then she had vanished leaving an enor-
mous feeling of guilt with Cassie. Over
twenty years later there is no more clues
as to the disappearance until another girl,
Sara Jane, also disappears while playing
near the Greenway with a large group of
friends. Another disappearance without
clues.... Cassie’s emotional nightmare is
relived as striking parallels are drawn be-
tween the disappearances in a desperate
attempt to find some clues.

Adams’ keeps you engaged, wanting to
read on to discover if it is folk nonsense
about fairy hills or if there is a rational
explanation for the disappearances from
the Greenway. Interest is maintained
throughout the story as more unexplain-
able events occur and questions arise in
the investigation that demand answers.
Adams’ builds up the suspense until the
very end where some events just don’t
seem to have rational explanations. Don’t
be fooled by the first couple of chapters
which sound remarkably similar to a Mills
and Boons romance, It improves dramati-
cally and as they say ‘the plot thickens'......

This is one cool, groovy book. Im-
merse yourself in what is all women’s
fantasy - finding a gorgeous, young,
studly man who to top it all off, is
deeply, totally in lurve with you. And
do it all in Jamaica, mon! I tell you, by
the end of this book, you’ll be Go girl -
ing, No problem, moan-ing, and crav-
ing that spicy Jamaican cuisine. Oh,
and a hammock.

Before you pick up this book, I warn
you, put aside a few- hours for unin-
terrupted reading. You'll need it. Once
opened it is impossible to put down -
I'm not joking. I was so absorbed, [ ac-
tually forgot all about lunch, and the
odd lecture. But hell, it was worth it.
This is one happy, life is not so dull,
book and don’t be surprised if you find
yourself grinning and giggling like an
idiot while reading this - just try to
limit your own embarrassment by be-
ing in private.

McMillan has a very upbeat, fast, no
let up style. It's, for those of you who
actually read the letters section of On
Dit - and you all should, very much like
Shotgun Jim’s style. Minimalist on the
punctuation. At first its a bit difficult
to get used to, but by chapter 2, you
willlove it. T don’t think this book would

Josie Simpson

Turning Point was definitely a light
read, that bordered on resembling the
mediocre teenage fiction I used to read
as a wee young lass. [I can’t believe
that I admitted that, oh well]. The con-
stant references to Sophie’s 'hip’
posessions and funky lifestyle were te-
dious. The perpetual symbolism and
television slang slipped into the dia-
logue also pissed me off no end. These
elements mean't that Turning Point
soon became a novel that Ilost respect
for, that is if I ever had any for it in
the first place, which is something that
I am still trying to figure out.

Kerryn Doyle

Grooves

work so well otherwise. This style gives
you a sense of being inside of Stella’s
head, feeling every thought and emo-
tion she has as she has it. McMillan's
humour is also unusual. Its streetwise
and smart, it's simple and yet complex.
She certainly knows how to use black
American slang.

McMillan -~ You go girll!!

Marijke Richards

- Terry
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Sign Says: Stay Away Fools!

i i
“Live Shack s boreting with e aneryy and 8
comic parve [ew Rxvtrallag vriters posases.
Awd dabet’ TIM WINTON

RICHARD van LIEVEN

Love Shack.
Richard van Lieven.
Allen & Unwin.
$14.95

The Seventies, down on a Western
Australian beach filled with draft
dodgers, crooked cops, sex-crazed
priests, alcoholics, mad fishermen and,
at the centre of it all, the Gowie fam-
ily.

Thirma Gowie spends most of her
time wrapped up in Mills and Boon-
style romantic fantasy novels,
stretched out on a towel on Isis Beach
while her husband Reg, a man she
none too secretly loathes more with
each day, splashes around in the shal-
lows with their four children. Reg,
meanwhile, is consumed with the
memories of his best friend Ron, who
was taken by a huge shark while the
two of them where engaged in illegal

undersea poaching.

The central story of ‘Love Shack’ is
Reg’s obsession with one day finding
and destroying the shark who ate his
mate. This shark, Lucifer, is a local
legend and has also consumed more
than its fair share of the locals. But as
Reg falls deeper and deeper into his
obsession, his wife attracts the atten-
tion of Brother Narcissus, a
satyromaniac Catholic priest who has
just returned to Isis Beach with more
than just a bit of recreational sex on
his mind.

‘Love Shack’ is Richard van
Lieven’s first book, and it is a promis-
ing debut. While the novel is far from
flaw-free, van Lieven writes with a
poetic, witty rhythm that sucks youin
and is a delight to read. Filled with
mad puns and beautiful descriptions
of the world of sun and surf that the
characters inhabit, ‘Love Shaclk’ is also
uniquely Australian. Take this exam-
ple, a description of the local church

burning down: “Cecilia went down
well, asbestos crackling and exploding
as though heralding with fireworks
her entrance back into heaven..,
Churchless Autonomous is doing the
Saint Vitus dance around the bonfire,
prostrating himself before the burn-
ing effigies. Reg has to pull the priest,
griefed beyond belief, away. His only
mistress has packed up and left.”

The actual plot of ‘Love Shack’isa
little harder to swallow, and the vari-
ous subplots are even more unlikely
(and often tricky to follow). The fact
that the main protagonists are more
caricatures than characters makes it
difficult to empathise with their posi-
tions. But in the end, that really
doesn’t matter very much,

Forget about the substance; read
this book for its magnificent style.

James Morrison

Aromatherapy for Healing the
Spirit.

Gabriel Mojay.

Hodder & Stoughton.

$29.95

Since reading this book and apply-
ing its theories my life has been bliss.

Rosemary oil is to thank for superb
Uni results; Ylang Ylang has incited
hordes of men to follow me drooling;
and since burning Marjoram oil,
Austudy has strangely increased my
allowance.

Gabriel Mojay offers relief from a
vast array of ailments — from anxiety
and lack of self esteem, to anger and
negativity. Aromatherapy is shame-
lessly well set-out in true Beginners
Guide to... style. Its step-by-step lay-
out is accessible at a glance; headings
are large and enticing; and the colours

are pretty. The reader is lured into an
understanding of aromatherapy
through Mojay's emphasis on history
and holistic health.

His therapy’ has its foundations in
trendy traditional Chinese wisdom.
Well-being is treated as deriving from
one’s soul, and the external body is de-
emphasised. Mojay weaves psychologi-
cal examination into his text, taking
the voice of a prudent grey-bearded
guru in an over-stuffed armchair.

The section on Aromatherapy Mas-
sage” takes back-yard - rub-downs to
greater heights. Just gazing at the il-
lustrations caused me to quiver with
enthusiasm. I didn’t think massages
could get any better — Guru-Gabriel
has nipped this thought in the bud, and
treated me to the voyeuristic pleasure
of his oil-drenched hand-job.

The audacious illustrations don’t end

there.  Aromatherapy is choc-full of
accompanying sketches of world-wide
symbols. Hercules’ muscles are glori-
fied, as is the tranquillity of Amida
Buddha, Colour photos help connect es-
sential oils to their source.

In his brilliance, Mojay also suggests
combinations of oils, and Acupressure
treatment — it seems no self-complex
is too grand or too trivial for the treat~
ment of essential oils! The much cited
belief of Yin & Yang, and The Five Ele-
ments are given an overview; this gives
the text a foundation, and the reader
an insight into the properties of aro-
matic oils.

So if you're searching for excitement,
enterprise and enthusiasm, begin life
anew with Gabriel Mojay, and reside
in oil oblivion.

Amy Murphy
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Venus In Spurs.
Sheila Gillooly.
Hodder & Stoughton.
$16.95

Venus in Spurs is one confront-
ing book! We women thought we
were safe from labels like Com-
mitment-phobe and Person-
afraid-of-marriage. But we are
not, so it seems, according to
Sheila Gillooly. Gillooly opens
our eyes to a not-so-sweet side
of the feminine persona. And I
must say I was often squirming
in my seat as I read an all too
familiar scene, devoid, however,
of my personal touches my
memory gave it to make it seem

that I was the victim. Gillooly is
quite blunt. Yes, we women can
be just as bastardly as men -
sometimes a hell of a lot worse!

Why worse? I hear you protest.
Well, men are straight-out bas-
tards. We women, according to
Gillooly are happy to do the dirty
worlk, but heap all the blame
elsewhere. We don’t sound too
nice, do we? But this is exactly
what Gillooly seems to intend,
she wants to drag us screaming
to face with the ugly truth - not
congratulate out devious escape
tactics. Gillooly is, however, do-
ing this out of the kindness of
her heart, As she says, you can’t
have a truly intimate, lasting ro-

mance if you date losers with the
intent subconsciously to avoid
that very intimacy so desired.

Ah.. - the tangled webs we
weave!

But even if the topic is not de-
signed as exactly female-image
friendly, Gillooly’s writing style
is. She’s sharp, witty and I just
loved her little Girlie-magazine-
type quiz at the end. No matter
how close to your own personal
truth this book gets, you won't
want to throw it away in fear or
anger because it’s so, so enter-
taining. This woman has one
wicked sense of humour!

Marijke Richards
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We Want A Femocracy!

Inside Agitators: Australian
Femocrats and the State.
Hester Eisenstein.

Allen & Unwin.

$19.95

For anyone not planning to work
in the private sector, and for femi-
nists who can’t decide whether to
keep the bastards honest by wear-
ing a powersuit or starting a com-
mune, this is essential reading.

Eisenstein sees the conjunction of
a socialist Labor government and a
loud and united women’s movement
in the early Seventies as the happy
circumstance that permitted
avowed feminists to colonize the
Australian bureaucracy to an ex-

tent rivalled today only by Canada.
But she is pessimistic about the fu-
ture of women in policy—making, in
our era of ‘economism’, when ‘re-
form’ has come to mean not ‘a fair
go’ but a freer market. She finds
that justice for women has been in-
corporated into the Labor Party
agenda as a vote-winner, and has
thus been absorbed by patriarchal
capitalism. Liberal governments,
ideologically ill-disposed to humour
minorities at the best of times, have
recently displayed their pique at the
femocrats’ identification with Labor
by axing funding for shelters,
childcare, and other hard-won
womens initiatives. And now that
the Labor Party has also moved to

the ‘big end of town'—compare the
economic priorities of Whitlam and
Keating—it is quite likely that the
era of successful lobbying is over for
the Womens Movement (if there is
one).

This is a thoroughly researched
oral histroy constructed largely
from interviews with Eisenstein’s
one-time femocrat (‘feminist bu-
reaucrat’) associates. For a schol-
arly text it is easy to read. It con-
stantly draws attention to, and
practically elaborates, the fissures
in 1990s feminism, which is torn
between revolution, subversion, and
studied indifference.

Tom Coverdale
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Crash Through or Crash

Life With Gough
Barry Cohen
Allen & Unwin

Phillip Adams describes him as
“the greatest diva in our political
opera”. E G Whitlam, whether you
love him or hate him, it is virtually
impossible to ignore him. Blessed
with an imposing frame, an acerbic
wit and an encyclopedic knowledge
{bettered only by Barry Jones),
Gough was one of Australia’s most
memorable leaders.

Barry Cohen, veteran member of
Parliament and political scribe, has
pieced together an amusing series
of anecdotes about the larger-than-
life Gough. This is no prosaic po-
litical biography or let’s-make-a-
quick-buck kiss and tell expose.
This is simply a collection of remi-
niscences from many of Gough'’s con-

Maintain

And God created Punk.
Erica Echenberg and Mark P.
Virgin Books.

$26.95

Accompanying the popularity of
the new “pop-punk” there has been
renewed interest in where it all be-
gan. A large number of publications
are being released on the original
punk of the 70’s. Fortunately this
particular publication is written by
someone who seems to know what
they’re talking about. Mark P. was
the editor of Sniffin’ Glue, the first
real punk fanzine in England. He
was closely associated with the
bands and the music, eventually
forming his own group, Alternative
TV. Inside you'll find The Sex Pistols,
Johnny Rotten, Sid Vicious, The
Clash, The Damned The Buzzcocks
and plenty more. However ifyou are
looking forward to a detailed account

of these bands or the origins and
events of the British punk scene then
don't look here. The primary role of
this book is as a photo album of those
years. Mark P's accompanying writ-
ing is interesting and will give any-
one unfamiliar with the times a ba-
sic knowledge of who was who but it
is only short, not to mention written
in annoyingly large and distracting
deliberately amateurish design. The
style does however add to its appeal
as a photographic record. And it is
Erica Echenberg’s photography
which is the primary content. In that
respect it seems to act a lot like an
end of year school magazine, a great
reminder and keep sake for anyone
who was there or alive at the time
but not overly interesting for anyone
else. The lack of content for the size
and price of the book means that it
will be rather off putting for anyone
other than those who want it for a

temporaries and many more from E
G himself. (For the full biographic
information, in all it's gory detail,
read E G’s own book The Whitlam
Government 1972-1975)

It seems sad that in today’s politi-
cal environment there stands none
with quite the same panache that
Gough possessed. Sure, Paul tried,
but he just couldn’t pull it off and
came across as just vulgar and not
terribly funny at all (and let’s not
even contemplate the opposite end
of the party spectrum, I mean re-
ally! They’re only challenged by the
Adelaide Crows in terms of medioc-
rity!) Whitlam had the education
Keating lacked, the style that none
of them have and a strong sense of
self-confidence, that was often mis-
taken for arrogance by his peers and
the public.

E G is hardly ever portrayed in a

negative light, but Cohen freely ad-
mits to his idolatry, and as one plies
through the “Whitlamisms” it be-
comes clear the love and respect
Gough’s colleagues have for him.
From his beginnings in Kew,
through his turbulent political ca-
reer and on into his retirement, Life
with Gough. is a vastly entertaining
read. (Though I was disappointed
to discover no allusions as to Bill
Hayden'’s claim regarding the size
of the member Bob Hawke!) It will
appeal to those who are political
animals and for those of you that
don’t know who the hell I've been
talking about - read it, have a
chuckle and learn a bit about Aus-
tralian history.

This book gets four out of five Gov-
ernors-General. Maintain the Rage!

Matthew Paxton

The Rage

collectors item. That said, if you
are still a fan who listens to
these classic bands, or if you
have been caught up in all the
hype surrounding the reform-
ing (or continuum-as they keep
insisting) of the Sex Pistols and
want to see where it all began
then this volume may be for
you. The photos of bands and
the fans are great and include
some very interesting shots of
some of the sex pistols in their
“civvies”. Mark P. also does
manage to capture the energy
and enthusiasm as well as the
decline and commercialisation
of many of the bands. It's not
worth buying just as a passing
interest but a worthwhile book
if you are looking for a keep-
sake.

" Daniel Watson
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Suture This!

Suture
Mercury Cinema

Hmm... Intriguing... But is it art?

Well, that’s just about the only way
you can make sense of this film. It's
either a rather amateur, albeit fasci-
nating, attempt at an identity thriller;
orit’s ... art.

Suturetells the story of Vincent Tow-
ers (Mel Harris) and Clay Arlington
(Dennis Haysbert), or is it Vincent
Towers (Dennis Haysbert) and ...
somebody else? Two men from radi-
cally different backgrounds, united
only by their common father, meet for
the second time in their lives. Vincent
is a wealthy misanthrope. Clay is a
good-natured pauper. The physical
resemblace is striking (so we are told)
although, as you’ve no doubt guessed,
Clay is played by a black actor and
Vincent by a white one. No-one else
seems to notice this, Confused? Re-
lax. You're just getting sleepy.

The intrigue and deception comes
within the first few minutes - Vincent
blows up his half brother, leaving
Clay’s charred body to be mis-
indentified as his own (Vincent’s).

Clay awakes in hospital with total
amnesia and mistaken for Vincent -
the primary suspect of his own father’s
murder.

The actors are relatively famous (or
so we're told). The only one | recog-
nised was David Graf of Police Acad-
emy fame. Remember Lt. Eugene
Tackleberry? (C'mon, raise your
hands...) The soundtrack is very cool
- slow accoustic jazz numbers and the
like. The musical highlight has to be
Clay being rushed through the hospi-
tal in slow motion to Tom Jones' loud
cover of Ring of Fire.

Intrigue? Just a tad. Sus-
pense? Hardly any. Little is
witheld from the audience
and there is only the one
narrative plot (sans thread,
sans weave). | think we can
assume that this is definitely
art.

Now, don’t get the im-
pression that | didn’t like
this film. The direction is
very sharp, with some bit-

ing (visual) contrasts be- 4
tween the characters and :
their respective situations. 3

McGehee and Siegel do some unbe-
lievable things with Rorschach pat-

terns, and the opening few minutes

are entrancing (if not somewhat mis-
leading).

The other thing that lets this film
down is its ending. Was it satirical or
just pretentious? Am | mistaken, or am
| starting to sound like Bill Collins?

Being unprepared as | was for an
artistic depiction of difference and
identity, it took me a while to settle
in. As a result, the acting felt amateur-
ish and the dialogue laboured. Retro-
spectively, however, it was great. It

F .

reads like a feature-length segment
from Eat Carpet or a Film school open
day - this is a debut feature. Suture’s
esoteric mix of surrealism and aliena-
tion makes you think twice about why
you came. | still liked it, but it's ap-
peal is probably limited (so yah boo
sucks to Tom Clancy fans).

| don’t know. Perhaps I've just been
in the On Dit office for six straight
hours and talking nonsense, but | do
know this, If you're going to see this
movie, be prepared.

David Bloustien

Le Twist French

French Twist
Trak Cinema

Kinkier than a carton of Coopers and
a pig costume, French Twist rebounds
around the Kinsey metre in a tribute
to fluid sexuality. I love a movie which
gives glory to the unclad, promotes il-
licit drugs, and flaunts a flamenco - |
am therefore heartily pleased with
French Twist.

The sultry Victoria Abril flamencos
with her lesbian lover, and follows by
installing her in the house she shares

with her traitorous husband. Alain
Chabat, the husband, is screwing
every beautiful woman in town (this
is France, so there are plenty of beau-
tiful women floating around). The
wife is devoted but dumb, and does
not realise her husband’s deceits.
However, all changes when the butch
Balasko (the mistress in Too Beautiful
For You) arrives and seduces the ever-
faithful Abril. On discovering her
husband’s frivolous flings Abril begins
to fall in love with Balasko, and in-
vites her to move in with the not-so-

happy-anymore couple.

The love affair is touching and
sweet. The two women create a uto-
pian existence while the flailing hus-
band looks on (still living in the
house!) with brewing anger. But Abril
cannot stay without her man for long,
and Madonna-like, she explores an
un-bias orientation. Now the fun be-
gins as we watch Abril saunter from
one bed to the next, singing and glow-
ing in a sickeningly sexually-satisfied
kinda way.

Typically French, Balasko’s film is

sophisticated and sexy. Balasko wrote,
directed, and starred in this farcical
tale, enforcing her typical anti sex-
symbol style. | loved her discreet
jokes, and parodies of our pigeon-
holed genders. This femme-fatale
bends and-blends her characters pref-
erences in groovy 90's fashion as stere-
otypes and orientations are subtly
smashed.

And everyone lives happily ever af-
ter.

Amy Murphy

Lownmower Man Rides Again

Lawnmower Man 2: Beyond
Cyberspace
Greater Union Cinemas

This movie was the worst piece
of crap that | have ever seen. This
was also the sentiment echoed
rather audibly by audience mem-
bers during the movie. Was I an-
gry that people were talking
through the movie? No. The run-
ning conversations that took place
bagging this film provided much
more entertainment than this $20
million piece of “cinematic mas-
tery” could ever have done:

The weak storyline of this so-
called “Science Fiction Thriller” re-
volves around the mission of Peter
( Austin O'Brien: My Girl 2) and
Trace ( Patrick Bergen, Sleeping

With The Enemy) to stop-Jobe,
who, after miraculously surviving
a laboratory
explosion
and having
his mind re-
built in the
world of vir-
tual reality, is
on his way
to  world
domination
by taking
over afl
computer
systems and,
hell  why
not, people’s
minds. He
aims to do
this with the

aid of a “Chiron Chip”, a device,
looking somewhat similar to
frosted
glass, yet
apparently
having
powers be-
yond our
wildest
dreams.
This pe-
culiar little
device just
happensto
be  the
brain-child
of Trace,
who, after
being the
pioneer of
virtual re-

ality, now unknown and elusive
recluse, is found by Peter with the
aid of a motor-bike and lured back
to high-tech society. Together they
altempt to stop Jobe by “jacking in
” to the world of virtual reality and
defeating him on his territory.
However, | must say that their time
may have been much better. spent
"jacking off",

Complete with poor scripting,
numerous cliche’s, poor acting, 2
corny ending and even a love story
thrown in there somewhere, this
movie, if you ever see it, would
leave you literally throwing-up. S0,
without doubt, my advice to all
people would be to stay as far away
from it as humanly possible.

Matthew Watson.
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Things that go thump in Denver

Things to Do in Denver When
You're Dead
Piccadilly Cinemas

Since the appearance of Quentin
Tarantino gangster films have taken on
new respectability (for want of a bet-
ter word.) Sadly this has also made
every no-hoper in Hollywood think
they can do the same. IUs sad, also,
because writer Scott Rosenberg and
director Gary Felder (names to avoid
in future) didn’t seem to be able to
make up their minds about what to
copy. Things to Do in Denver When
You're Dead wants so badly to be Res-
ervoir Dogs, but its also having a stab
at the Godfather... you see the prob-
lem.

The story revolves around ex-semi-
nary student, ex-gangster “Jimmy the
Saint” (Andy Garcia) who's roped into
doing one last job for ex-boss “the Man
With the Plan” (Christopher Walken).

His old gang of desperadoes reluc-
tantly accept the job and fuck it up
badly. The Man with the Plan is not
happy and sends Steve Buscemi as a
hitman called Mr Shhh (guess what,
he’s very, very quiet) to pick them all
off. This seems to take a very long
time, and it is very, very boring.

But wait! there’s
more! | couldn’t fin-
ish this review with-
out mentioning the
romantic subplot.
Before he goes off on
this group fiasco with
his buddies, Jimmy
meets a girl called
Dagney who is, ac-
cording to the pro-
duction notes, “the
only girl in town who
can make his saintly
heart go “thump”.
Dagney glides while

other girls plod, and girls who glide
need guys who make them thump.”
If there’s any thumping to be done, it
should be directed towards whoever
thought committing this crap to cellu-
loid was a good idea.

Rachel Templer

SUTURE COMPETION

Boys, what the hell
do you think
you're doing,
standing on the
fables? Yes, why
are these sorry
mob of pasty-
faced schoolboys
standing on the
tables?2  More
importantly, which
film is it from. Tell
me the film, jot it
down on a piece of

paper, along with your name

and enter the draw.
Time:

by 12.25 PM.

Venue: The On Dit office
Goodies: Passes to Suture the
intriguing new film at the

Mercury.

Quantity: There are 15 (yes,
that's 15) to be given away.

Many thanks to the very
generous people (Adele and

Daniel) at Mercury.

P.S: Passes are valid 29
August to 5 September, so

use it wisely.

Wednesday (28
August), get your answers in

North Terrace

K

Quality Eyecars

15% Savings to Student Card Holders

OPTOMETRISTS

Elizabeth House
231 North Terrace
Adelaide

Telephone: 223 2713

O

R
«op_‘cop -« <o

22 KINO

COLOMN

This week’s Kino column features mur-
derous women in the schlock chop-em,
sock-em Hong Kong flick Naked Killer,
battling cyborgs in the Japanese anima-
tion Battle Angel Alita and Polanski's
classic horror film Repulsios.

But first to the action-packed Battle
Angel Alita,

Farth is a garbage dump for the space
refuse gjected from a floating city. On
earth, cyborgs and bounty hunters roam,
dispaiching each other, stealing hody
parts, artificial or human (lots of spine
ripping, so that misunderstood scientific
geniuses can build, bigger and better

cyborgs 1o destray euch qbcr, which is

,i

| i,

all so wondlerful. Whén ond considers the
wave of thae-GGLar ﬁum.g 1) syndrome
that had swept aver Japanest animation
in the past, it Is ncfms ing 1o fote that
Battle Ar.'gor. dispatches with the
cutesy sailor opttits :md u,ghr bunny suits
(sce Dommigh Tk .Polr’ce) Okay, s0
little Alita’s seIf au! oruiny slighty un-
dermined by her & u{g origins and
she has those giass§ eyes but she still
kicks big tm‘e a d1mn sight betiier than
eddemons on
whe Dverfiend -
Bd 3ste).

ificess and Baby
all lmve one tYng o comghon. Apart
from a really bad ¢hbice i ftames, they
form a group of deadly lesbian assassins
(modus opc.mqt :nc\rmms.fn the .

out w rid e \\oﬂu of § jr) men in

Wong Jing's Nelex .!Ia'r WL, actually,
Kitty's s[mlhh( a lt nn] takes one
straight emotional person to rock the
boat, 25 is appareqt in a film where mar-
tial aris meets soft porh. Titillation is
something that m.lumrmi'Asmn film-
makers at& tever quitc “Been able 1o
work out, so whten it serves as the cen-
tral excuse YorT flarhenty made, the
result is olten clumsy and hilricus. But
despite leather clad women gn the ram-
page (shoating out high tensile steel
chains that cary pull peaple out of cars),
there scems vgry fey paths 1bat the mur-
derous woman can-follow 'Lchpégd ina
disappointing cnding A film dhalyst's
field day! 1

From South Ezsl Asta g0 Europe, in
Polanski's Repudstan. CarolLa a-young
beautician fivirg wilh [rersister in Lon-
don, Plaguet! by & crac alcé:ly appear-
ing in her walls, she clpses herself to the
outside werld a5 her t slowly
disintegrates into a [ving Aightmare.
There is a‘mar wiio [SOmESIn at night
and abuses her and one can’t be sure of
the reality of the whale situation. A
skinned-rabbit slowly deteriorates away,
hands come out of U walls and the body
count Eegirfs to rise. This tale of insan-
ity, brilliantly shot in black and white is
one of Polanski’s greatest films, not to
mention Catherine Deneuve as the trou-
bled Carol spiralling towards madness
and murder.

1r's time dominant ideology came in for
a sledging, so, until then, let’s just jump
up and down over the next best thing.
Other films exploring the identity of the
murderous women include Peter
Greenaway’s haunting Drowning by
Numbers, Black Cat, the Hong Kong re-
make of the cult classic Nikita,
Almodovar's disturbing Matadorand the
recent British road movie Butterfly Kiss.
All these titles and more avaitablé atKino.

Kanesan Nathan
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MTV Unplugged
Alice in Chains
(Columbia)

The words ‘just another un-
plugged album’ comes to mind when
one picks up this CD. 13 tracks of
acoustics and crowd, spanning 71
and a half minutes. At once one feels
that this is something different.
Alice in Chains, known for such
songs as “Grind”, play it down and
slow leaving out the classic. Layne
Staley and Jerry Contrell’s vocals
overshadow the guitars but there’s
still a strong drumbeat in all songs.

“No Excuses” sounds as good, if
not better, in front of a live audience.
“Angry Chair” and “Heaven Beside
You” are also great tracks. Too much
clapping, not enough music,
“Would?” has a wicked bass backing,
sort of cowboyish. At the time of
writing this, there is already a
secondhand copy in Uni Records.

Generally, Alice in Chains Un-
plugged is quite average - for die-
hard fans only. If you did record
them when they werc on Rage, don’t
bother buying this.

Just another unplugged album.

E. Lau

Fear of Girls
Bluebottle Kiss
(Murmur)

Three spins of this CD and I was
hooked. Bluebottle Kiss have just
found their way into the crazy elite
of my CD collection. And that’s quite
an achievement. I don’t know -
they’re not dazzlingly brilliant,
they’re not super unique and they’re
never going to be ‘the next best
thing’ just because they’re not main-

“stream enough for the general con-
suming public, but they've got a defi-
nite (and huge) appeal. The honesty
and unpretentiousness of experi-

_mental, indie-flavoured Australian
rock - it gets me every time.

It kicks .off all loud and thrashy
with “Claim”. For a while the noise
is overwhelming, butit gets stripped
back suddenly for the chorus. In
fact, the album’s got a rather eclec-

tic feel, embracing sounds of thrashy
rock, heavy acoustic rock, sparse
and spacey rock and clunky experi-
mental rock. It's a pity that neither
of the radio-friendly singles (“Au-
tumn Comes Too Son” and “Rust and
the Time”) capture the peculiar
charm of the album. Unlike the rest
of the songs, they make easy listen-
ing but are entirely forgettable.

My favourite track would have to
be the last, “Stained Mouth”, with
its sparse acoustic guitar sounds,
clunky percussion and a tad of elec-
tric guitar over the chorus. It’'s got
the same kind of bitter, grimly hu-
morous feel as the aftermath of a
wild party. And it’s about guilt. Cool!

The diverse pile of great songs
make for a moody album - some-
times angry, sometimes introspec-
tive, sometimes bitter and satirical,
sometimes philosophical. The pace
is perfect, ploughing through 15
tracks without a dull moment.

Fear of Girls is an unassuming
winner.

Alice Ray

Cheap Shots Volume I
Various Artists
(Burning Heart)

If you hate punk music, please
begin reading the next review now.
This CD is unashamedly a showcase
for some of the world’s best punk /

‘rock / ska bands in the world, includ-
ing Australia’s own Bodyjar. Burn-
ing Heart is arguably the best punk
label around and this sampler CD
givesthe listener the chance to hear
the huge variety within punk.

59 times the Pain and Breach de-
liver some serious hardcore punk.
Liberator and Chickenpox provide
some light relief with some of the
most infectious ska music I've ever
heard. The lyrics in Liberator’s “Lor-
raine” can’t help but make you smile

as he describes when he wasinlove

with Lorraine, “she came into my
life and stole my heart away. And
when I find her I'm gonna kill her”.

Mindjive add some funk to the.
punk recipe. Bodyjar show how cool
and catchy punk pop can be declar-
ing that “it's not the time to grow
up anyway” - I love it!

Homegrown and Hives have
thrown in a couple of classic punk
ditties, it ain’t new but it’s cool: No
Fun At All and Millencolin, who
toured Oz earlier this year, claim
their thrones as masters of the
Burning Heart label (just as they
did when they played live) with their
contributions to this CD.

Overall, Cheap Shots Volume I1
really is just the Burning Heart la-
bel bragging about all the quality

(punk) rock artists on their label but

that’s cool by me.

Scott Berry

The Mantis & The Moon
John Williams and Timothy
Kain

If you saw John Williams earlier
in the year at the Festival Centre
then you will want to get this album,
If you didn’t see him then you have
to get this album. The Mantis & The
Moon is a series of guitar duets from
around the world. A far cry from
your duelling banjos gear, John
Williams and Timothy Kain have an
affinity with their instruments that
few could boast, and fewer could
aspire to. The pieces selected from
around the world sample the cul-
tures of Spain, Australia, America,
Japan, Ireland and Russia. The sin-
gle Russian piece, according to
Williams, was the closest he will get
to playing the balalaika (which is
something he has always wanted to
play). The album begins in Spain
(where else?) to draw attention to
the moving and passionate music of
that region. If you are familiar with
Spanish classical guitar, then this
is a fine specimen to add to your col-
lection. The Irish work of Turlough
O’Carolan is eclectic, but electric at
the same time. As is the case with
many other global albums this is a
moving masterpiece of musicality. If
you are a lover of the guitar, in any
form, than do not deny yourself the
talent of Kain and Williams, those
maestros of the six strings.

Anthony Paxton

Shape
Frente
(White / Mushroom)

So, what have Frente done in the
three years since releasing Marvin
the Album? Well, they became
household names in Australia, then
suffered from a severe case of tall
poppy syndrome where all and sun-
dry declared that they were “too-
cutesy”. Frente's solution - tour over-
seas (including supporting the Vio-

lent Femmes) and transform New
Order's “Bizarre Love Triangle” like
no one would even dream of.

Now they are back with Shape and
Frente have changed (yet under-
neath they remain the same). They
are still the same band, they have
just modified their shape. Frente
have matured and thrown off their
irritating naivety while continuing
to embrace their delightful pop
spirit that truly is their essence.

Most of the album has been delib-
erately overproduced but “So Mad”
and “Clue” remain acoustic numbers
that have been stripped back to
their core. “What's Come Over Me”
shows Frente pushing at the
boundaries of the pigeonhole they
put themselves in. It contains a
chunky guitar sound and it has been
produced in such an experimental
fashion that, apart from the melody,
they are hardly recognisable as the
band which made “Accidently Kelly
Street”. “Horrible” is another song
where Frente extend themselves as
Angie’s rapid fire vocal delivery
would leave Elvis Costello jealous.
“Harm” and “Jungle” prove Frente
haven’t forgotten their pop roots,
these tracks sound quite reminis-
cent of the non-singles off Marvin
the Album, fun and undiscovered.

Overall, Shape is an impressive
album. Frente have modified their
sound and, in doing so, remain a
breath of fresh air.

Scott Berry

Enzso

Enzsois an orchestral reinterpre-
tation of Split Enz’ greatest hits.
Eddie Rayner has brought their
music to life again using a full sym-
phony orchestra (the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra) and vocals of
Tim and Neil Finn, Dave Dobbyn,
Annie Crummer and poet Sam
Hunt.

All of the songs have been lovingly
re-crafted to suit a symphony or-
chestra and all of the songs have
gained something from this. The

choice of vocals were excellent ex- .

cept for Sam Hunt who should have
had nothing to do with this project
as he-managed to ruin “Under The
Wheel” and “Stranger Than Fic-
tion”. I also found it hard to come to
grips hearing a female voice sing-

ing “I Hope I Never”, but it soon

grew on me. The backing vocals of
the New Zealand National Youth

Choir are fantastic and they posi-

tively soar.

“] See Red” has definitely gotto
be track of the album, It starts off
extremely slow and I originally was
a little let down by it but 2:32 into
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the song, the entire orchestra ex-
plode into action with booming
drums-and clashing cymbals. A note
also has to be included about the
Spoon Solo by Noel Crombie which
is pretty good.

My only major gripe with this al-
bum (apart from Sam Hunt!) was
that the thirteenth track, “Time For
A Change”, which is listed on the
back cover and again mentioned on
the inside cover is actually missing
from the CD. This kind of error is
inexcusable. Apart from this, the
album is a brilliant rendition of
some of the ‘Enz’ classics.

Scott Marshall

The Craft Original
Soundirack
Various
(Columbia)

Great hornéd beasty-thingy! By
the light of heaven, what atroci-
ties are these I spy before me in
this small package of supposedly
musical choices somehow infer-
nally etched in a small disc of
shining metal? Behold, a truly evil
cover of the holy Smiths’ “How
Soon Is Now?” by Love Spit Love
(evidence in themselves of what
happens when talent sells its soul)
and an even more diabolic de-
struction of the truly sacred “To-
morrow Never Knows” by those
hellspawn of dullness Qur Lady
Peace. Even more frightening and
ominous, how in the nine hells
comes there to be listenable tunes
by the likes of Heather Nova,
Matthew Sweet, Letters to Cleo
and Juliana Hatfield? And just to
cap this unnaturalness, what be
the pure, shining glory of Elastica
doing amongst such nameless and
uninspired deviltry as Spacehog,
Sponge and All Too Much? Truly,
it surpriseth me not that this is
tied in to some kind of fiendish
theatrical work (or the like, I un-
derstand it not) that glorifies the
satanic practise of witcheraft.

Our children are being exposed
to this without a second glance.
And this is a common thing, too,
this so-called “Original Sound-
track” deviltry. Nay, I say to thee,
hay, nay and again nay! This va-
Tiety of sin must be stopped, this
Craft CD device stamped out once
and for all, lest all our youth be
corrupted by the like of its sub-
standard and demonic fare.

I have obviously been away too
long. Now, in the name of Our
Lord, ’tis time to go to work ...

High Inquisitor Danforth

Tales of Great Neck Glory
Sammy
(DGO)

Despite the presence of a woman
in the band’s cover photo suggest-
ing a three-piece mixed-sex kind
happenin’ beat combo, Sammy are
actually two guys with a bunch of
guest drummers (none female, as far
as I can tell) who trade in sharp,
punky, old-wave-of-new-wave-styled
songs about the sheer excitement
(irony ™) of life in the small town of
Great Neck, possibly making this
some kind of Skinny Tie Rock® (see
cover) concept album.

But such a description actually
belies the contents of this little CD,
a group of eleven ‘Blondie meets
Elastica in a bar-room brawl with
Sonic Youth and Wire overseen by
XTC-type stonkers, Whilst not high
on originality, these songs always
keep yer interest up and are often
quite groovesome in a retre kinda
way. And, hey, if you're gonna be
retro, I can’t think of a better pe-
riod to choose.

If you're even slightly into any of
the bands mentioned above, then
give Sammy (rap name, nice choons)
a try. It’s in Geffen's POWER
PRICE range (and with aname like
that, you just iave to write it in bold
capitals!) and so is a little cheaper
to check out than the music review-
ers’ old friends Jimmy Buffett and
Dave Lee Henry (in joke). Not the
Next Big Thing but still a Damn
Fine Secret.

Gerard van Rysbergen

SOPHIE
ZELMANI

Sophie Zelmani
Sophie Zelmani
(Sony)

New country singer Sophie
Zelmani has churned out an album
of her own songs which are not very
exciting and are sung with a very
limited vocal range.

Moest of the album is generic coun-
try-and-western and breaks no new
ground. Nor does it attempt to - I

will never understand how a form :

of music which is so repetitive and

dull could remain so popular.
Zelmani's lyrics display sensitivity
towards lost love and pain, without
reverting to too much cliche. It is
still plain and tiresome though, as
the awful song “Until Dawn” sums
up every country cliche in the book
with its nightmarish slide-guitar
and deathly lyrics: ‘And I lost, I lost
the fight / and it felt like someone /
had died away from me’.

The album is not all slow and mel-
ancholy, as displayed by “You and
Him”, a faster rock number with
Sophie singing so fast she sounds
like she’s rapping. There’s none of
that torturous, slow guitar here, ei-
ther - it's a genuinely up-beat, get-
down-you-country-gangsta boogie-
time head-banger.

There are some interesting mo-
ments with the above track and a
few others which feature a range of
instruments from strings to brass.
Overall, one cannot deny this is for
country lovers only. It takes so much
from the genre that it is virtually a
homage to it.

A sickening and dreadful record.
Stay away from it.

Bickle, Travis

gk
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HayhMe Tane

If Lucy Fell - Soundirack
Marry Me Jane
(Sony)

Here is a tired, worn-out sound-
ing album with every song based
upon a generic mellow-rock for-
mula, sung weakly by Amanda
Kravat. It really is that bad. The
music sounds so familiar that it is
like listening to an album of cov-
ers where the names of the songs
have been changed.

Lyrically, there is nothing re-
deeming either. “Life’s a little in-
tense, I'm a little too in pieces”,
“You didn’t kigs me, how can I fall
asleep?” are just examples from a
myriad of dead rubbish. As a
soundtrack for a soppy film about
relationships, it may have worked.
Once the music is listened to as
anything other than background
music, it becomes apparent that
this band have nothing new to of-
fer.

Marry Me Jane are a sad band
lacking originality and ability.
Lead vocalist, Kravat, croaks along
pitifully like a dying animal. This
album can only be considered
worthwhile as a representation of
everything that is old and worn
(and still repeated) in today’s rock
music. ; :

Stay away, away I say.

Travis Bickle

Music

Mistaken Identity
Vernon Reid
(Sony)

This is disappointing produce
from ex-Living Colour guitarist
Vernon Reid. As a solo album, he
demonstrates a talent for producing
multi-layered and styled music but
it lacks the energy and strength of
his old band.

The album is an over-produced
blend of synthesisation, samples
and guitar-playing with too much
emphasis of the former. By playing
over layered percussion and key-
boards, Reid has given himselfless
to do as a guitarist and the record
suffers greatly. What could have
been a collection of the inspired
wailings of a great guitar player
ended up as a clever concoction of
samples, loops and very neat, tedi-
ous guitar.

“What's My Name” is one track
which goes beyond the laid-back
drawl of the rest of the album, a
tense spattering of jazz-influenced
noise,

There is no doubting that this guy
can play and produce - but there is
nothing here that slips past the ears
and makes any more impact than
the most dead of 80s guitar-rock.

Bored

Triple J Hottest 100 #3
Various
(EMI)

Why are SAFM, MMM et al infi-
nitely superior to Triple J? Because
at least the commercial stations
don't pretend to be Cutting Edge,
Down With The Kids and (groan)
Alternative. Be honest, Aunty - your
Yoof Network is a sham in the same
league as Murmur Records (yeah,
mate, being Sony doesn’t mean you
can’t call yourselfindie). To support
this argument I present you with
Exhibit 1a for the prosecution - Hot-
test 100 number 3. Just cast your
eyes over this sadder than sad list

‘of musical, um, bum fluff, Atamonia.

Swoop. Christine Anu. Technohead.
The Screaming Jets.. THE
SCREAMING JETS. The list goes

on. And on. Fuck, I remember when

the Hottest 100 had "Vapour Trail"
by Ride in it. Now those were the
days. Take my advice, Triple J.
Plead guilty. '

‘Mark Scruby
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MANIC STHEEY FREACHERS
EVERYTHING MUST 60
)

Everything Must Go
Manic Street Preachers
(Sony)

Much like Lazarus, the Manic
Street Preachers have made
their long overdue second com-
ing, following the much-reported
vanishing act of band "problem
child"” Richey James. Lapped up
by the British music press, Eve-
rything Must Go sees the Manics
in fine form. Richey's presence
has remained, with the inclusion
of several tracks penned by him
before his trip into the ether.
Album highlights include "A De-
sign for Life", "Encla/Alone", the
corker "Everything Must Go" and
James' melancholic "Small Black
Flowers that Grow in the Sky".
These songs compensate for the
mediocrity of other tracks like
"Australia" (and no I don't know
the connection between that song
and this land).

Cynicthat I may be, Ican't help
but wonder whether the media
attention surrounding this re-
lease has more to deo with
Richey's demise than with the
guality of the work. Not that it
isn't a good listen, but I believe
the hype is not necessarily com-
pletely justified. Wonder what
Richey would think?

The Long Lost Lass

The Cable Guy - Original Motion
Picture Soundtrack

Various Artists

(Sony)

With all soundtracks I feel you have
the good, the bad and the unusual
tracks. This soundtrack definitely of-
fers diversity, Several artists of impor-
tance appear upon this compilation in-
cluding some unusual tracks such as
Porno for Pyros with their version of
Satellite of Love, Jim Carey’s Some-
body to Love and our own Silverchair.
Other notable artists include Cypress
Hill, Ruby, Toadies and the Primitive
Radio Gods making this, I guess, a
half decent compilation - but it isn’t
Pulp Fiction. Lesser knowns make up
the remains, however generally the
quality of music content is enough to
keep interest. Unfortunately it doesn’t
include the Star Trek battle theme
song from the movie! Overall The Ca-
ble Guy gives you a taste of some great
tunes by some great musicians, buy
it if you're after a little diversity.

Peter Vinogradoff
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It Was Written
Nas

What can I say about this album?
I leapt at the chance to review it

since his last one was so brilliant.
Boy, was I let down. This is just a
tired re-hash of the same Gangsta
Rap songs we have heard over and
over. I have nothing against rap but
when I hear the same shit repeated
over and over, I get a little bored.
One track that is a little innova-
tive is “I Gave You Power” where
Nas tells the story of him being a
gun and how his owner uses him. It
was a good idea but it was stretched
too far and soon becomes tedious.
On a positive note, the beats are
quite strong and well done; this
probably has something to do with
DJ Premier helping out with the
production. The single off the album
“If T Ruled the World (Imagine
That)” is quite catchy and Lauryn
Hill of the Fugee’s helps out with the
chorus. I also have to mention that
the album contains a rip-off of
“Sweet Dreams” by the Eurythmics.
Basically, buy at your own risk.

Scott Marshall

Rough Mix - Volume One
Various Artists
(Shock)

Not too heavy, not too light, just a
nice blend of rave and dance tracks.
Generally most of these compilation
albums don’t interest me, but this
is the exception to the rule. Offer-
ing special Australian remixed ver-
sions (like every dance compilation

"France" and "In Trance" it defi-
nitely begs a looking into. Artists
featured include Sequential One,
Luke Payton, General Base, t.h.k
and State of House.

Interesting samples feature Rus-
sian classical music snippets (as in
"Conquest of Paradise") and Eddie
Murphy from RAW (Get the F&
Out) giving this album an interest-
ing edge. Overall the quality tracks
far outweigh the tedious extra long
extended mix tracks giving this
double album a nice flow to keep you
satisfied .Other tracks of main im-
portance featured include “Never
Start to Stop”, “Unknown Raver”,
“Suck Me” and “Feels So Good”.

So what do you get ??? Mainly
1995 remixed dance tracks which
you would probably have heard
many a Saturday night while club-
bing. However, if you are like me
and rarely buy techno get this one,
it is definitely better then the
Strictly Crap commercial compila-
tions.

doesn’t nowadays!) and Roughmix

classic songs such as "Back Again", = Peter Vinogradoff

1. Killing Me Softly BY JUST A GIRL

2. We've Gor The Feeling BY HOOPS
INC.

7. Stomp BY B.G. THE PRINCE OF
RAP

4. Tainted Love BY ICON FEAT.
JULIETTE JAMES

7. Do Wah Diddy Diddy BY THE BLUE
MELONS

6. Time To Make The Floor Burn BY
PEEWEE VS JOHN

7. Look of Love BY ECLIPSE

8. Crazy '96 BY DAISY DEE

9. Ooh Aah...Just A Limle Bit BY GINA

G

10. Jazz Ir Up BY REEL 2 REEL
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The Mountain club organises Bush Walks through cut the. Maonarie in the Flinders both within 5 hours drive of Adelaide
year usually during the breaks and common awesome desti-, Qther club activities include Canoeing, Cycling, Rogaining,
nations include the Flinders Ranges, Victorian High Coun- Caying, Canyoning, if it's wild and adventurous then the
try, and even Tasmania, Trips are usually led by experienced Mountain Club does it. Gear can be hired for a nominal cost
members and are usually well within the abilities of begin- from the equipment officer to outfit you for nearly any adven-
ners. ture. Trips meetings occur on a regular basis and the club
If you are some one who thinks that taking yourself to the meats informally every Friday lune the North West cor-
edge of your ability climbing a rock face when there are much ner of the Cloisters. Short range the Club newsletter keeps
easier ways up sounds fun, then you should get involved in' every one informed of up and coming events and social activi-
tack climbing, There are beginners days and trips to some of ties. 7 R F AR
the worlds best climbing venues, Mt. Arapiles in Victoria and C_lg&b Contact is Pz

ul Muffet ph. 339 6362

FINAL MEMBERS NIGHT

SEPTEMBER 284,
(7S weonesonr) =L ©

THE ROYAL HOTEL

ALL YOU CAN ORINK
(BEER, WINE & SOFTORINK)
PLYS FINGER FOOD
ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WELCOME

MADNESS STARTS AT 8:00PM,
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SO YOU WANT TO

WORK IN CANADA?

38

Big White Ski Resort, New Year's Eve | 1994, The staff decide to hold'their own party in “Pinecrest”, one of the staff
accommadations. By three in the morning the place is trashed. The false ceiling is on the floor, twisted pieces of aluminium hang
from the roof. One of the walls has been demolished, with the pieces strewn amongst 2 sea of empty beer cans (and the ceiling) on
the floor. I go to bed at six, and get-up at seven to sell lift tickets. Halfway through the morning, my workmate realises that T am still
smashed and we start laughing uncrontrollably. By the end of the day, the seedy looking staff gather together and we all agree, it
was the BEST NEW YEAR'S EVER! Welcome to a typical working week in Canada...

Working in Canada will he onie of the best things that you ever da. [rﬁagine stepping out of your dom ‘every day to ‘miles of pristine
white snow and getting paid for the privilege! Most peaple go to Canada to work in the ski resorts, and this is what I did in the
summer of 94/95. 1 sold lift tickets at Big White Ski Resort and it was the best time i Juve ever had.

The tips here are just initial guides to getting you a job in a ski resort, After th’;[ cvervihmg you learn will be Lhnough tr 1'11 and error
whiceh is all part of the experience of overseas lravx.l

1. Get a Passport - You will need it to get all of your visas.

2. Decide how you are going to go - For Canada [helL dre two options: e

1. The Student Work Abroad Program (SWAP) - an excellent program in which you receive a,one year work permit, guides
to travelling in-Canacdla, plus two nights accommodation upon youl «arrival in Canada, This program is particularly useful if you are
planning 1o go by yourself, as you will be on a plane entirely filled w1{h ‘i[\.l(l(?[’l[b on SWAP My brother went this wcly and he says that
it is a good way to pick up friends/travelling companions.

2. It is also possible to get a one year's working permit directly ﬂom tlie Cfm wdian ConaulAtc in by(lugy (02) 364 50(}0 and they
will send you out the necessary forms. This way you can organise your own flight to Canada, and your owxmm»mmoddt:on which
\wl] work out cheaper. I flew to Vancouver via J*\p‘m Anlmes and had a free one night stopover in Japan! ’ i

The first step to either of these options is to go and see ‘ilA Travel. They are the only agents for SWAP and are very experienced in
this type of travel.

3. PUT TOGETHER A DECENT REGIME - Something I found out the hard way. Every resort will ask to see your regime with at least
two references. These references do not have to be genuine (no one is 11kc1y to call Australia to check on a reference) and with a
little creativity you can make yourself appear to be the perfect applicant for any kind of job. Particularly highlight money handling
skills (for a cashier’s job ie. ticket sales), food preparation skills (for burger [lipping) and sporting abilities (ski lift operator).

4. Send of a regime to as many places as possible before you leave. I was told that you could get a job just by turning up but this is
not as easy as you think. Some resorts have up to 40 people asking for work every day. The best way to get addresses for these
resorts is to USE THE INTERNET. That's right, all you have to do is type in Canadian Ski Resorts and you will be flooded with enough
information to keep you dreaming for weeks. Try to fit your regime onto one page (plus references) as no one will bother to read it
in full. Try to include: a colour photograph of y0u1self in one corper 5o ey can see that you are respectable, your details such as the

course you are studying, S St employment history (liel), and
skiing ability (exaggeratec)). If i | itisatall possible, include a
FAX NUMBER as this is the best . REEER e 3 | way for a resort to

communicate with you in
access to a fax, the Sports
you to use their fax number,
them personally.

Australia. If you don’t have
Association has agreed to allow
but you should arrange it with

5. Don’t worry if you haven't
because most people wont.
staff and all you have to do is
work every single day to
warned though, it is very rare
the first time you ask so don't

When you are up against so ¥

to be the first in every day and
best clothes so that you stand
bum.

Jeremy fresh back from C

got a job before you leave
Resorts like to hire overseas
to keep plugging them for
show that you are keen. Be
that you will be offered a job
despair, persistance is the key.

. many other people, you have

a good idea is to dress in your

- y apart from the average ski
a tells Ant how to do it in the snow.

Once you get a job, you will have a secure place to leave your gear and hopefully people you can trust. From there, you and your
new friends can plan an organised assault on Canada and the US. I can guarantee that you will have the best time ever amongst a

culture similar to ours, but in a landscape totally foreign to most Australians.

On Dit



Unibooks dB Magazine Radio 5UV Entropy* Empire Times On Dit Liquid Space

present

The Unlbooks

SA Short Story Competition

$1000 15t Prize from Unibooks

¥

UNIBOOKS

Liquid

SPACE

w
Entropy*

&

Empire Times

On Dit

ThoWapward Sudem 14t

2nd Prize $500 from Liquid Space

3rd Prize $350 ANZ High Performance

 Passbook Account

4th - 3 Month Mercury Cinema Pass

sth - $200 Wakefield Press book prize

6th - $200 Harper Collins book prize

7th - $200 Festival Centre Trust Theatre prize
8th - $200 Aphelion Library book prize

9th $150 Croxley Collins Olympic Stationery Pack
$15o Random House book prize

. 11th - $110 Theatre Guild prize
-y 12th - Radio 5UV prize
o ‘|3th Lowdown Magazine prize

- SPECIAL STUDENT ENCOU RAGEMENT AWARDS

TERTIARY PRIZE
$100-STA Travel Voucher
$100 Penguin book prize

$100 Equinox Bistro Voucher

SECONDARY PRIZE
$150 Reed Books Australia prize

PRIMARY SCHOOL PRIZE
$200 Coca Cola prize
JEST DESIGNS

50 - 1200 WORDS - FREE ENTRY - CLOSING FRIDAY, AUGUST 30th - Open to SA residents of all ages
. except official staff of presenting & sponsoring organisations.
~ Judged by prominent SA panel; Matt Rubinstein, Penelope Curtin, Dr Barry Westburg.

Winners announced: 27th September 1996 - Winning stories will be pubhshed in partmnpatmg media
Entries should be: double-spaced, A4 typed and should include entrant’s name, address,
occupation and contact details. Entries will not be returned.

Entries should be sent to: SHORT STORY COMPETITION, UNIBOOKS, GPO BOX 498, ADELAIDE 5oo1
For futher details contact Grace Fitzpatrick phone 223 4366 or fax 223 4876

KINDLY PRINTED BY POSH PRINTING Ph: 232 2992



Classifieds

ON DIT CLASSIFIEDS

They're elfective (aparently)

they're cheap {well free actually)

Just bring 'em down to us, or
drap them in our box in the SAUA

by 5pm the Wednesday before
publication (NB no classifieds next
' week - Elle Cit). Keep 'em short,
and please if you want it to run
for more than cne week please re-
submit it.

Local Noise

Student Radio is broadcast-
ing Scissor Pretty live from
the 50UV studios on Adelaide
University Student Radio on
Sunday, 25th August from
10.00 - 10.30 pm on the Lo-
cal Noise show.

Local Noise is a radio show
dedicated to giving local
bands a forum to play their
music in a live

Julia Davey

Student Radio Co-Director

setting.

Bass Player Wanted

To jein a band born only
three weeks’ ago. Must be
committed, reliable and re-
gard music as a major force
in your life. We play only
original tunes and are in-
fluenced by Grant Lee Buf-
falo, Ed Kuepper, Finn, REM,
Clouds and the Pumpkins, etc.
Looking forward to hearing
from you soon. Phone Matt on
356 9933.

Attention all Students

All essays and assignments
professionally typed on com-
puter to perfection at af-
fordable rat

For more information please
contact Heidi Lloyd on 363
0940

Bonjour, Jje m'appelle
Valérie: I tutor in French
and in Spanish for reason-
able rates, ideal for year
12 and all university French
and Spanish subjects. Call
Valérie, at 334-5142.

Fem X

NUS women’s Policy and Ac-
tion Conference, 7th - 8th
September, 1996, Melbourne
University - Union House.
Major plenaries: How femi-
nists organise;
(Dis)abilities and Sexual-
ity; Fear of the ‘Other’;
Education, Work and Activ-
ism; Strategies for Change.
All women welcome. For more
information / registration,
contact Sarah on (08) 9326
7000.

Is your name Tom?

I‘m looking for the guy
called Tom who wrote to me
last semester one lunchtime
in the Mayo. Well, I‘ve no
idea who Tom is or what he
looks like (so if it’s you I
apologise for not stopping
to say ‘Hi’, but as you can
it’s kind of difficulc)

Anyway, 1f you’'re Tom and
you'd like to again,
then please write back
A.5.A.P.

Suzanne

see,

meet

A special message to ex-
Sturt Primary School staff,
students and parents

Many special events have
been arranged to mark the
closure of Sturt Primary
School on Wednesday, 18th
December, 1996. These in-
clude:- Friday, 22nd Novem-
ber - Twilight Sports Day /
BEQ; Sunday, 24th November
- Time Capsule Reunion /
Afternoon Tea; Monday, 25th
to Friday, 29th November -
School Open Days;
29th November - Reunion Din-
ner at the Marion Sports and
Community Club; Wednesday,
18th December - Grand Fi-
nale.

For more details and / or
ticket and momento sales,
please send a stamped self-
addressed envelope to the
School, P.O. box 166,
Parkholme, S.A. 5043, call
in at the School office or
contact Lyn Burgess at the
School on 296 2071.

| THE FouR RIDERS OF

Friday,-

Free dental checkup and
treatment for University
students

If you have a current health
care card and wish to have
your teeth and gums checked
and cleaned at no cost, this
offer may be for you!! Addi-
tionally, it may be possi-
ble for you to have simple
forms of dental treatment
also at no cost. These serv-
ices will be carried out by
undergraduate dental stu-
dents under the direct su-
pervision of gualified den-
tiscs at the Adelaide Den-
tal Hospital, Frome Road from
September to November, 1996
on Tuesday and Friday af-
terncons from 2.00 pm.

If you are interested,

please contact Dr John
Kaidonis, Department of Den-
tistry, University of ad-
elaide, S.A., 5005.

Help Wanted

Males 18 years or older to
participate in a study for a
Master of Psychology the-
sis connected with Prostatic
and Testicular (males) can-
cers - participants will be
required to complete a ques-
tionnaire - If you are in-
terested please contact
Peter Queale c/- Psychology
Department or Telephone 338
2386 for further information.

Peter Queale

WOMEN'S SELF DEFENCE
CLASSES
Every Thursday Lunchtime
12-2pm

Union Games Room, Level 5
Union Building

Only $4.00 per class, all
women welcome to attend, wear

comfy clathing!

THE WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE
Meets every Monday Lunch-
time at 1lpm in the women's
room; all women are welccme.
Coffee, social events, po-
litical action!

ELLE DIT

Our auspiscious Women‘s
edition of On Dit is due.
It 1s an opportunity for
women to be involved in the
production of a paper pro-
duced entirely by women.

Our debate topics this year
are:

1. Pornography

2. The Women of Melrose are
they feminists?(!)

LAYOUT AND PRODUCTION
TRAINING TUESDAY 27TH AUGUST
1PM (FINAL SESSION)

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS
WEDNESDAY 28TH AUGUST

Collection boxes are
convenientlty located in the
SAUA office, On Dit Office,
Equinox, Barr-Smith Library
foyer, Napler undercroft,
Waile and Roseworthy.

FINAL COLLECTIVE  MEETING
WEDNESDAY 28TH AUGUST 3.30PM,
WOMEN'S ROOM.

PRODUCTION WEEKEND ~ 31 AUG
- 1 SEP.

ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOME!

Are you a chef of fine cui-
gine?

Do you have a cultural club
on campus of which food is a
major component?

Do you just have .a flair
for cooking?

If you answered yes to any
of the above then we need
you.

The SAUA women’s dept, will
be holding a food fair day
on Thursday 5th September,
to promote Why Weight Week,
and to promote healthy eat-
ing. We need as many food
stalls as possible on the
day. If you can help out
could you please contact
Kylee Smith on 303-5406.

Commander phone system S408
+ main equipment, 4 incom- -
ing lines & 8 ‘phones (3
handsfree) . Make an offer 303
5406 or call in to Student’s
Association office.
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