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Professor Gavan Qaus, • • :'V'' ^ f- '
-  Department of Pacific History, ' ^

Australian National University, •
Box 4, P.O., CANBERRA,
A.C.T. 2600.
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Dear Gauan,

I  enclose a letter from uarrell L. Uhiteman, of ' , ' "
the Southern Illmmois University at Carbondale, uho would
like to publish the autobiography of Arthur I. Hopkins
in the Pacific History Series.

I have told him that a committee under your
chairmanship has undertaken the general editing of the ' 'v
series and that I would consequently pass his letter

i  ■

over to you,

Uith best wishes.
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77 Arthur Circle, Forrest,
A.C,T.2603, Australia,
12th May, 1979.

nr Darrell L, Uhiteman,
Department of Anthropology,
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale,
CARBONDALE. Illinois 62901,
U. S. A.

Dear Plr Dhiteman,

Thank you for your letter of the 3rd April, which was
awaiting me on my return from New Zealand early this week.

I  retired from being General Editor of the Pacific History
Series a year or two ago, having become a septuagenarian absorbed in
my own research, and the work of editing has now devolved on a committee
under the chairmanship of Professor Gavan Daws of the Department of
Pacific History at the Australian National University,

I have therefore sent your letter to Professor Daws and
expect that you will hear from him in due course.

I  certainly hope that the General Editors are interested
in publishing the autobiography of Arthur I. Hopkins, since you are
willing to edit the manuscript, for it is a valuable work of reference
for anthropologists and historians and should be batter known. In
my time we aimed at publishing two books a year in the series, but
were nearly always frustrated by the lack of suitable editors.

Dishing you all success with your dissertation,

Yours sincerely.

H.E. Raude.



I  -i

7'

m-

'• ' -VVe"
'-A

}? '

.(•;

IW'

■'k

V  sZt
• ,» .

77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T.2603,

1st October, 1977»

f'liss P. Croft,
Australian National University Press,
P.O. Box 4, CANBERRA, A.C,T.2600.

Dear Pat,

Professor Gavan Daus and his staff have very kindly
agreed to take over my uork as General Editor of the
Pacific History and Pacific Monograph Series, As neither
the Press nor I seem able to find any single person able
and willing to do the uork I hope that you uill agree
that this is the best solution to a rather intractable
problem,

I have given Gavan a list of editors and compilers
uho are still more or less alive, uith the suggested
titles of their works, and I shall pack up the current
files on the two series and deliver them to the Depart
mental Secretary.

In sinning off I should like to say how much X have
enjoyed working with you on the 11 volumes which we have
produced (a round dozen uith our old friend Snow), But
for your never-failing help and encouragement I should
have thrown in the sponge long ere this, but thanks to
you it has all been a very happy experience and I only
wish that anno domini and the desire to complete my own
uork had not compelled me to bow out,

Uith best wishes.
Yours,

-j.

'  • ' 5.

if?
T
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58 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C,T.2603,
1st October, 1977.

Professor Gavan Daus,
Department of Pacific & SEAsian History,
Australian National University,
Canberra, A.C,T,26D0,

Dear Gavan,

I am sorry not to have replied before
letter of the 13th but I felt that I should
alternative proposals for carrying on the P
and Pacific Flonograph Series the careful co
uhich they deserve,

While I much appreciate the confidence
of your staff and you have shown in indicat
that I should carry on as General Editor of
I do not feel able to continue any longer.

to your kind
give your

acific History
nsideration

which members
ing a preferencf
the two series

Both Honor and I have writing work, of
importance to ourselves, which we should li
to complete before we lay down our pens,
persuade others to undertake these items we
course, be glad to hand them over but I'm a
they are rather of a nature which no one el
fcakbout an inordinate amount of trouble.

a certain
ke if possible
If we could
should, of

fraid that
se could tiadfaiie

The second alternative would, I
of the question for two reasons, one
which I have adhered to all my life:
influence the way in which any admini
or work was being carried out once I
responsibility for its management to
I am sanguine that no occasion is lik
I might feel a desire to influence th
editorial committee, the fact that I
from doing so in any caso might limit
adviser.

think, be rather out
being a fixed principle
never to attempt to
stration, organization
had handed over the
someone else. While
sly to arise in which
e decisions of your
should feel inhibited

my value as an

Under the circumstances the third alternative seems
to be the only one left, since it appears, from the tenor
of your letter, that you have rejected a fourth: which
would be to kill off the two series as not being worth
the cost in time and money to keep them alive.

Unless I hear from you to the contrary, therefore, I
shall pack up the current files relating to the Pacific
History and Pacific donograph Series and deliver them to
the Departmental Secretary on my next visit to the
University.
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Again thanking you for the consideration uhich you
hav/e giv/en to helping me out in what I suppose are after
all my oun personal problems,

Yours,
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

THE RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE:

BOX 4. P.O., CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 TEL. 49-5111

Telegrams; "Natuniv" Canberra

Pacific & SEAsian History

13 September 1977

Professor Harry Maude
77 Arthur Circle
FORREST, ACT 2603

Dear Harry,

Many thanks for yours of 29 August on the Pacific History and Pacific
Monograph Series.

I have just come from a meeting with Brian Clouston and Pat Croft, at
which the series were discussed.

Monographs first: it is very clear the Press does not want to be
involved further in the Coppell Cook Islands bibliography. A not altogether
happy outcome, but one that has to be lived with, obviously. With your
concurrence, I propose to start taking steps to see if the Department can
bring it out in as inexpensive a format as possible, calling it a working
paper or working edition. It is just possible that financial help may be
forthcoming from outside sources, and feelers are being put out along those
lines. It looks as if something like $5000 would be needed, and the
Department these days just does not have that kind of money to allocate to
new projects.

History series: after my conversation at the Press, I talked to some

of the Pacific permanent staff in the Department, and our thought is that if
you can be prevailed upon to continue as General Editor, this would by all
odds be best for the series.

The alternative is an editorial committee within the Department,

convened by me, with which you could be associated as an adviser.

One other alternative, which none of us here would like to see become
reality, is that you would relinquish all connection with the series.

The choice is very much up to you.

Having looked at the list of titles you kindly supplied, and having
talked to the Press, it seems to me sensible to concentrate on eliciting
manuscripts from among the listed titles rather than soliciting or accepting
still more titles. Would you agree?

One other point seems to me worth making: all possible polite pressure
should be put on individual editors to get their MSS in shape for the press
themselves. Neither the Department nor AMI Press (nor you, I am sure) is in
a position to devote resources to nurse-maiding and hand-holding individual
editors of MSS. An academic who wants to add to his own list of publications
surely has the primary responsibility to see that what he turns in is up to
scratch in terms of accuracy and consistency of form.



/

This much said, let me leave it to you to consult your best interests

and to drop me a line or give me a call when you have decided what you would
like to do concerning the general editorship of the series.

Best.

Gavan Daws
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77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A,0,1.2603,
12th November, 1977.

Dear Gavan,

Thank you for your letter of the 3rd. I feel
confident that the Pacific History and Pacific nonograph
Series will romp ahead nou that they are in less aged
hands.

Yes, the Pacific History Series is passed over to
your Department as from Vol.11. Vols 1-10 are nou
published so the Department, or uhoever you nominate,
uill receive a royalty of 2/j on all sales of volumes
published from Vol.11 onuards, uhether or not I had
any hand in the initial uork connected uith their prod
uction.

The solatium amounts, I once calculated, to about
40 cents an hour for the uork entailed but, perhaps
more importantly, you get tuo free copies of each book
published.

Many thanks indeed for signing the form for the
illustrations for the History of the Gilbert Islands
uhich the Government is bringing out in connexion uith
their Independence Day Celebratiohs. Unfortunately
Mr Grimshau uas unable to approve an expenditure in
excess of $20 so I have told the visual experts that
I uill pay the fiifferonce personally and this is
acceptable to them.

Uith Norah Forster*s kind help ue took everything
along and uere able to fix up all the protocol uithout
a hitch.

Wishing you and your offsiders all success uith
the tuo series.

Yours,

■1,1

.;r:



The Research School of Pacific Studies

reference

The Australian National University

Post Office Box 4 Canberra ACT 2600

Telegrams & cables natuniv Canberra
Telex AA 62694 sopAC
Telephone 062-49 5 ̂  ̂  ̂

3 November 1977

Dear Harry:

The series papers are now lodged here in the Department, and
when Bob Langdon returns 'from his circumnavigation we will
get down to work on the various projects that are in process.

I hope this is a satisfactory outcome for all concerned.

I understand from the Press that you as general editor have
been receiving a two percent royalty on series books.

I think it would be appropriate for that arrangement to
aontinue for any titles passed on from you to us for
publication under the new dispensation, and I will write
to the Press to that effect in this mail.

On the matter of the G'ilberts illustrations, the necessary
form has been filled in and I have signed it. Robyn tells
me your wife will be in to pick it up this afternoon.
If there is any other way in which we can be helpful along
these lines, do please be in touch.

^st.

CLai 11^

GAVAN DAWS
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12th October, 1977.

Dear Robyn,
:  Than!< you vary much for ramembaring ma on my Blst

birthday even though, being a holaiiiay, I missed your
v-- , silv/ary voice singing your birthday song.

Also many thanks indeed for so kindly doing all
J  that typing for me at such short notice. Due to your

celerity and impeccability the Press Director was able
- ^ < to take it all to America uith him and I am sure that

the sight of such immaculate typescript uill result in
quick sales and high royalties - and then, 66 course,
there are the film and TV rights, and us could also
make it into a musical.

I sau a notice on that copying machine saying that
ue should pay 5 cents (l think) a sheet for using it so
I am enclosing S3, as there uere 53 sheets and ue may
have spoilt some. If it is more than 5 cents a sheet
please ask the §irl to phone us and 1*11 send some more
hoot.

The other package is just a little something that
ue should like you to have as a token of our appreciation
of your invariable kindness to the denizens of the Old
Peoples Hostel at 77 Arthur Circle.

Yours,
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THE JOURNAL OF PACIFIC HISTORY

■JTLE RESEARCH SCHOOE OF PAQFIC STUDIES

The Australian National University
Box 4, PO, Canberra, ACT", Australia 2600
Cables. "NaUiiiiv" C^iberra. Telephone: 49 511J

19 September 1977

Dear

We have had the enclosed leaflets printed to
advertise the Journal and I wonder if you could make
some use of them for us - e.g. show them around, put
them on notice boards, include them in correspondence■

»

I would be delighted to send more if there are
not enough.

Yours sincerely.

Jennifer Terrell

F.s'si-stant isdibor

p. ^ L-^ ^
/UkJ,

YUu/l' ■ U
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77 Arthur

F orrest,
Circle,
A.C.T. 26G3,

17th 3i!3na, 1977.

Professor Gavan Daus,
Departnent of Pacific and S.E. Asian History,
The Research School of Pacific Studies,
P.O. Box 4, CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600.

1

%

Dear Gauan,

I see that time has floun without my replying to your
letter of the 4th Play, suggesting that I might care to comment
on the draft Departmental Revieu which you enclosed. Having
left the Department myself I am somewhat hesitant to comment
on any of its concerns, but at the same time I feel that it
would be churlish not to respond, at least briefly, to your
kind invitation.

Perhaps I should emphasize, at the outset, that my strong
opinion, expressed on numerous occasions to Professor Davidson,
is that Fellows and students engaged in research into Southeast
Asian history have far more in common with their colleagues
working on Far Eastern history than with Pacific historians,
and that if it should not prove possible for them to establish
an autonomous Department they would be happier if they were
to migrate to one inhabited by fellow Asianists. To change
the metaphor, the present marriage has been one of adminis
trative convenience and the fact that it has lasted without
recrimination is a tribute to the mutual tolerance of the two
parties rather than to any community of interest.

As regards Pacific history, which is the sole subject
on which I have any qualifications to speak, it does seem
that studies by staff members and students have become rather
more 'island-centred* with the passage of years, this being
probably ddc to the Department's commendable insistence on
orientation tours to the locale of their work. If they are
still in the main studies of Europeans in the islands rather
than of the island peoples themselves it may conceivably be
because the ability to speak and read the local vernacular
has not hitherto been considered of importance. Perhaps,
however, it is felt that studies in indigenous history may
best be left to the island universities.

:-r

'M
■  '

I

In any case the only way in which it would appear
possible to influence the nature or orientation of staff
studies is at the time of selecting new appointees, since
once engaged they will inevitably pursue what you have feeumed
'self-defined individual projects'. Attempts to direct
research are apt to produce inferior results resembling
government reports.
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Non-tenured academic positions. The division of non-tenured
positions betueen 3-5 year Research Fsilous and those on 8-24
month terms seems to be appropriate, and indeed not dissimilar
to the practice as I remember it from the time uhen I joined
the Department, uhc3n the scholars on short-term engagements
uore called Visiting Fellous.

Research Fsllouships uere originally intended for
Lecturers or Senior Lecturers at teaching universities uho
had formulated, and in many cases commenced, a research
project which could not be completed ouing to their teaching
preoccupations. The break gave them an opportunity to
research and write their book, while keeping an eye open
for a tenured appointment elsewhere, if possible at one stage
higher on the academic ladder. It is appreciated, however,
that the present employment position must make it a risky
proposition to leave a tenured post except when another is
already assured.

The shorter-term positions were usually taken by
Professors, Readers and other senior-grade scholars, often
on Sabbatical, I take it that, with Research Fellowships
becoming more difficult to fill, it is now felt desirable
to increase the number of short-term appointments and confine
them, if possible, to invitees, ny only demur would be to
express the hope that such posts would not entirely, or even
necessarily, preclude the consideration of applicants for a
position, for to do so might convey an entirely wrong impres
sion that no outsider need apply for admittance to what was
in effect intended to be a closed society of those wearing
the correct school tie; it is a criticism sometimes heard
in connexion with the A,N,U,

One of the main benefits, from the point of view of
the Department, of being associated with a constantly changing
body of non-tenured researchers is the innovative widening of
academic horizons which they bring with them. For this reason
I would deprecate the idea that they should be appointed to
act as disciples of an individual member of the permament staff,
an idea w6ich is calculated to ensure that until some time in
the next century the work being done in the Department will be
confined to studies of interest to one of the four tenured
staff members. Furthermore, many of the non-tenured appointees
have been, and presumably will continue to be, senior scholars
of considerable distinction, and one can well envisage persons
of the calibre of Professor Graham of London University or
Professor Riesenberg of the Smithsonian experiencing some
difficulty in understanding why their research should be pursued
under the direction of a conceivably recently-appointed Fallow
of half their age and with less than half their knowledge and
experience.

V r
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Exchanges. I have no comment

in complete agreement with the
section. Exchanges of staff,
island universities, could
to all concerned. At the

other than to say that I am
suggestions made in this
particularly uith the tuo

hardly fail to be of great benefit
same time it should do much to

correct an image of the School current among some university
teachers while providing a salutary change of work and
environment for members of the departmental staff.

Post-graduate Training; Ph.D, Hy vieu on the desirability
of students learning a Pacific language has already been
indicated, not only earlier in these comments but also in a
published paper: the modern *crash-coursB* approach appears
to be the best way of achieving this objective.

Uhilc there uas much discussion some years ago on the
need for introducing course work to supplement the thesis, I
take it that the Department is not thinking of formal courses
to be followed by written or oral examinations which must be
passed as a pre-condition for submitting a thesis, but rather
of guided reading or seminars in tneory, method and historio
graphy to assist students in preparing their theses and to
generally stimulate their conceptual awareness.

Experience has shown that this background instructions
is not always acquired through supervisors, who have varying
aptitudes for imparting such knowledge, and that handing
students lists of recommonded reading is not necessarily a
solution either, since the books are not always read.

A cycle of seminars organized on an inter-departmental
basis would seem to be the best means, provided that the more
goneral seminars were supplemented, for students working on
Pacific history, by one or two additional seminars on the
special problems facing those doing research in cross-cultural
studies, including the problems involved in obtaining and
using oral sources.

Ideally, in my submission, students should also bo
required to have some general knowledge of Pacific studies,
and particularly of Pacific history, before embarking on
their specialized research, since too often in the past
(though possibly not today; it was apparent that newly-
graduated Ph.Ds knew a great deal about a small area during
a limited period in time but little about the general history
of Oceania, while their knowledge of Pacific social studies
as a whole - particularly as regards geography, anthropology
and administration - left

The I have

even more to be dc^sired.

 no comments to make on this
clearly of particular value to the

Pacific islanders themselves, other than to say that I

A, degree,
excellent proposal,

had
been under the impression that the Department had, in fact,
taken on the supervision of n.A, students in the past and
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that financial stringency alone had prevented them from being
accepted during recent years.

Dissemination of Research Findings. About a decade ago a
School inter-departmental committee held a series of meetings
uith a uiou to exploring the possibilities of publishing a
School Journal and a Plemoir Series, Perhaps the time has
nou come to revive this idea in a neu form by establishing a
School Publications Bureau, uhich could not only distribute
copies of theses, in uhatevcr form is considered appropriate,
to the countries covered by the particular piece of research,
but also cheap, paper-covered, offset or duplicated editions
of other work by staff membars or students of interest to

.  those living in the area covered by the School's research.
; y . The hard-cover, printed editions still favoured by Univer-

sity Presses arc far too expansive for anyone except libraries
and a feu academics to purchase; and as a consequence the
results of modern scholarship arc virtually unknown in the
islands to uhich they relate.

^ suggest that the Department might also consider
•• taking over the general uork of editing the Pacific History

•  • and Pacific Monograph Series of books, especially as the former
has recently been extended in scope to include original works

i  ' of scholarship in addition to edited reproductions of source
material. Eleven volumes have been published to date and
another half-dozen or so are in process of preparation. The
work entailed only amounts to a feu hours a ueek, except on

.. a manuscript's initial submission for forwarding to the A.H.U.
, 7 Press, when some, but not all, require from a ueek to a month

of editorial uork, I resigned as General Editor on my
seventieth birthday but was persuaded to stay on pro tern,
until a suitable successor can be found.

Finally, as regards audio-visual uork, this again has
tended to continue on my plate, uith correspondence from the
Australian, Neu Zealand, Canadian and Japanese television
organizations, phone calls asking for information, and requests
for lectures and addresses. Possibly this is due to my having
started the Visual Aids Section in the South Pacific Commission,
made a collection of Pacific Islands film classics and docu
mentaries and lectured on the subject at the Arts Festival in
Melbourne, If anyone in the Department is willing to take an
interest in this area I should be glad to refer future enquirers
to him or her.

Hoping that some of these thoughts may prove of use,
and uith my renewed apologies for my tardiness in forwarding
them.

Sincerely,

H,E, Tlaude,



The Research School of Pacific Studies

reference

The Australian National University

Post Office Box 4 Canberra ACT 2600
Telegrams & cables natuniv Canberra
Telex AA 62694 SOPAC
Telephone 062-49 3 m

Pacific & SEAsian History

U May 19TT

Dear

The Department is in the midst of a self-review, part of a broader
review being carried out by the Research School of Pacific Studies. You
are one of a number of people familiar with the Department's work, and it
occurred to us that you might have useful observations to make about the
way we do our business. Accordingly, we are sending you a copy of a
draft document prepared on the basis of submissions from present staff
and students. Any comment you might have would be much appreciated.
In particular, if our draft does not address questions you regard as
important, we would be pleased to hear your concerns.

Let me explain what comes next in the review. When your comments,
along with those of others, are assimilated, the Department will prepare
a final draft which goes to the Director to be incorporated in the School
review. The Director wants as well a file of documents, and this would
Include your comments. So with that in mind you may wish to comment
anonymously: that is completely up to you.

We have a deadline of about mid-June for getting our final draft
together, so if you could perhaps set your thoughts down and get them
to us within the next few weeks, that woiild be excellent.

Many thanks indeed for your willingness to help.

Sincerely,

Gavan Daws

Professor of Pacific History

Head of Department



Pacific & Southeast Asian History

DEPAKIMEWIAL EEVIEW

The central concern of the Department of Pacific & SEAsian History

is research into the history - principally the modern history -

of those countries which are the closest neighbours of Australia

and which can with particular advantage and relevance be studied

using Canberra as a base of operations. The indigenous social-

political tradition of all these countries has been overlaid by a

century or more of Western colonialism (followed by decolonization);

a good many have had a brief experience of Japanese rule. In recent

times they have had more or less extensive dealings with Australia,

and this fact continues to make possible and desirable, indeed

necessary, a cooperative relationship with scholars from these

countries.

Certain problems and orientations are common to the study

of all non-Western history; approaches such as a reliance on oral

history, to offset the skewing effect of the abundance of colonial

sources, are especially appropriate in the Pacific and Southeast

Asia.

The founding professor of the then Department of Pacific

History made the fundamental strategic decision that at ANU the

study of Pacific history would be ' island—centred' rather than

Eurocentric. Looking at the working out of this strategy over the

twenty-seven years of the Department's existence, it can be said

that the 'style' of the Department has been one favouring self-defined

individual projects rather than one of organizing the whole

Department around certain sharply defined research problems. The

Department has never as a matter of policy limited the range of its



academic enquiries within its geographical area of interest.

It might be said rather that the Department has been receptive

to the broadest possible range of intellectual propositions put

by permanent and temporary members of staff and students. To
y

put it another way, the characteristics of the Department as an

intellectual enterprise are essentially the siim of the

^ ',k' characteristics of the individuals who from time to time have

constituted the Department.

A brief and by no means exhaustive listing of research

current and planned among permanent and non-tenured members of

staff gives some indication of the range of individual interest:

general history of the Pacific (one brief history is

planned; another history a multi-volume work, is

under way)

an investigation of the influence of castaways and

drift voyagers in the contact history of the

Pacific islands

a history of the Seychelles

the history of the Indian community in Fiji

the biography of a leading Fijian statesman

the biography of a Protestant missionary in Tahiti

studies in Polynesian religion, leadership patterns and tribal

history j

the Second World War in Papua New Guinea

the medical and social history of the disease kuru

in Papua New Guinea

biographies of artists, writers and thinkers who shaped

Western notions of the Pacific



the mid-twentieth century history of Hawaii, emphasizing the

politics of environment

the history of film in the Pacific

the Australian military in the Indonesian revolution.

factors in the impoverishment of the Southeast Asian peasantry,

Philippines peasant and revolutionary history

Vietnamese popular culture and intellectual history

The Department is one of the oldest and biggest in the School.

Currently there are 6 tenured and 7 non-tenured academic staff, and

15 PhD students at various stages of work.

Long life and large size are, of course, not sufficient as

Departmental desiderata. The Department's evolution, particularly

in recent years, has in fact raised questions of optimum size and

structure which deserve attention at a time of general review.

It was intended from the beginning that the Department of

Pacific History should carry out work in Southeast Asia as well as

the Pacific. The founding professor, J.W. Davidson, regarded Pacific

work as the 'central core' and anticipated that Southeast Asian

work would be in the nature of 'incursions', organized about the notion

that island Southeast Asia would offer opportunities for comparative

study of themes important in the Pacific, from the expansion of the

West to decolonization, as well as studies centering on the

indigenous societies themselves. In 1970, twenty years after the

founding of the.Department, there was only one tenured Southeast

Asianist on the staff; and non-tenured appointments and awards of

PhD scholarships to Southeast Asianists were not numerous.

In the 1970s, for a variety of reasons (including events

of world importance in Indochina), more attention began to be given
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to Sputtiesst Asl3j and after tlie deatti of Professor Davidson in 1973,

the staff and students of the Department put forward two important

proposals, subsequently approved by Faculty Board. These were:

1. that the Department be renamed 'Pacific and Southeast Asian History',

and 2. that Southeast Asian history be given 'proper recognition' in

the School by granting it equal formal status with Pacific history

in the Department, this to be done by establishing a chair of

Southeast Asian history, at parity with the chair in Pacific history,

the holders to alternate in the Departmental headship.

It was decided to advertise one professorship in the first

instance. If the successful applicant were a Southeast Asianist,

then the second professorship advertised would be in Pacific history,

and vice versa. In 1974 the electoral committee recommended the

appointment of a Pacific historian, who took up his appointment on

the understanding that as soon as practicable the Southeast Asian chair

would be advertised. This indeed was done, but it did not prove

possible to make an appropriate appointment. Nor did it seem likely

that re-advertisement in the near future would yield a more positive

result.

Accordingly, with the agreement of the Department and later

Faculty Board, it was decided to advertise a tenured post in

Southeast Asian history at the level of Fellow. This post was

filled in 1977, giving Southeast Asia 2 tenured posts as against

4 in the Pacific field.

That is far from the parity desired and sought between the

Pacific and Southeast Asia within the Department, and in the Department's

opinion it hardly measures up to 'proper recognition' in the

School. Yet on present evidence and indications, this^^w things

will stand for an indefinite time to come. Prospects for growth



in the School as a whole are extremely limited; and as a matter of

current School policy, resources available for growth purposes

will be channeled to 'developing' academic areas rather than to

old-established departments. So even though there is a strong

enough case to be made for the proposition that Southeast Asian histpry

is 'underdeveloped', the fact that its study is carried out within a

large, old-established department means essentially that there will

be no change in this situation.

Indeed, any change in the present 4:2 ratio favouring Pacific

historians among permanent staff will presumably be possible only

upon the resignation, retirement or death of one or more of the

incumbents. Resignations by permanents in the School have never

been frequent; such occurrences are not likely, given the general

employment situation, to be more frequent in the foreseeable future.

As for retirement and death, it is a matter of Departmental as well

as merely actuarial interest that all permanent members of academic

staff, from Fellows through Senior Fellows to the professor, are

grouped in age between their late thirties and middle forties.

Thus it is quite possible to envisage a situation in which from now

to the end of the century there is no change in the composition

of permanent staff. (It may be worth suggesting here, in a general

ANU context, that a genuine early retirement option ought to be

instituted as one way of opening up permanent staff positions; and

that a variety of strategies for filling tenurable posts - part-time,

fractional and joint appointments - ought to be seriously considered

from now on.)

This situation is all thetnore constricting in that the



movanent toward parity for Southeast Asia has involved as well

an extension of interest from island to mainland Southeast

Asia (reflected in the second permanent Southeast Asian appointment,

for which a Vietnam specialist was chosen). The decision to

extend reflected a recognition of the importance of mainland

Southeast Asia in Asian and world history generally, an importance

likely to grow rather than diminish in years and decades ahead;

and an interest on the part of the School in attempting useful

work not handled in other Australian universities.

The move toward mainland Southeast Asia reflected as

well a recognition within the Department that as a practical

matter the common 'island' orientation of pacific historians and

insular-Southeast-Asianists had not been a powerful connective.

In substance, the linking of Pacific and Southeast Asian history

in one Department has proved to be a 'housekeeping' arrangement

rather than an overridingly strong intellectual bond.

There are differences of approach which in practice have

led the Department to see itself as two semi-autonomous sections.

Pacific historians are obliged to devote much attention to the

European impact which has so profoundly altered island societies;

Southeast Asian historians must look to the written traditions of

the region for continuities with its present. The ideologies

which demand the attention of Asian historians - Marxism, nationalism,

Islam and Buddhism - have not, or not yet, taken similar root

in the Pacific. Perhaps as important as factors such as these

is the greater degree of intensity with which the Department has

been able to explore Pacific Island history.

The 'housekeeping' arrangement has in fact been most

amicable, indeed cordial. But there are inherent disabilities.



Southeast Asianists cannot help but feel that they -will permanently

be a minority. And with their existing apparent ceiling of 2

permanent posts, there are problems of maintaining critical academic

mass within the Department. Continuity of supervision of PhD students

is a perennial consideration, as is the question of an optimum

minimum number of students in the Southeast Asian field. Beyond that

there is the general question of intellectual contact and stimulus.

In this connection the Southeast Asianists have taken a brisk

initiative in organizing study groups, colloquia, and other joint

enterprises, outside the Department. This is without question

intellectually useful; it is perhaps ironic that the impulse to

organized action stems in part from a less than optimal Departmental

situation.

Pacific historians on their side, and this certainly includes

the current Head of Department, see a genuine need for at least one

more permanent staff member, preferably two (a Micronesian specialist

and a French territories specialist, both with an interest in events

since World War II). But as long as Southeast Asian interests have

to be attended to seriously and sensibly, there is no chance that the

Pacific field will grow in useful and needed directions.

All these considerations raise the question of whether South

east Asian history as a field of study is best placed where it is

now. A time in which a general review is being undertaken is

obviously the best time - and very likely the only time between now

and the end of the century - when such considerations might fruitfully

be canvassed. A good many individual members of staff, including the

Head see a point in raising the question.

And they would go further, suggesting that now might be the

time to consider whether changes in the current structure of History
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Departments in the Institute as a whole might be contemplated.

Without doubt, there will be opinions many and varied on a question

of such scope. What is being suggested here is merely that if the

School (and RSSS) were being founded now, it is most unlikely that

the Departmental assignment of historical studies would be planned

in the way that currently prevails. It is further suggested that a

review of the kind now being embarked upon offers a unique chance

to re-think existing arrangements.
«

So: Is Southeast Asian History sufficiently well provided

for at present? Are Southeast Asianists best placed in a Department

with Pacific historians? Might they be better placed with other

Asianists, and might there not be benefits for the Asianists in this?

Is the organization of the History Departments within the School

(and in the Institute generally) the best possible? These questions

seem to us worth raising, and we would hope that the School review

might consider them.



Non-tenured academic positions

Until 1973 this Department followed the normal practice of

appointing Research Fellows for terms of three years extendable

to five. In the years when the Department was growing such positions

were very useful in extending the Department's capacity to supervise

students and perform other functions, as well as implicitly testing

people for eventual tenure. Later they also proved appropriate

ways of directing scholars into quite new and innovative fields of

enquiry which took some time to master (e.g. David Lewis and

Christine Wright).

With the maturing of the Department neither of these functions

was as easy to justify. Further tenured appointments became

impossible, while the abundance of established specialists competing

for Research Fellowships made it unnecessary to divert people into

fields new to them. In 1973 the Department therefore decided to

change the period of tenure for Research Fellowships to two years.

It was felt that this was a more suitable term for a temporairy position

with no prospect of tenure whatever. It would avoid raising false

expectations, and would attract people with tenured positions

elsewhere to apply on the basis of no-pay leave. Given the rapidly

growing number of researchers in Pacific and Southeast Asian history,

it seemed reasonable to insist that candidates had already embarked

upon a research project which they could bring to completion within

two years.

Three years experience with this system has given rise to new

doubts. It has certainly had the effect of accentuating the different
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function of temporary and permanent staff. Two-year Research Fellows

have concentrated on their own work and their next move, while

supervision and administration have become the virtual preserve of

the permanent staff. This has eased the trauma of terminating

Research Fellowships, as was hoped. On the other hand none of the

two-year positions has been awarded to people taking leave from

positions elsewhere, and few such people have applied. This type

of applicant was inhibited, we believe, by ignorance of the opportunities,

difficulty of negotiating leave, and unwillingness to submit to a

competitive selection. The intense competition for Research

Fellowships among the legion of young scholars without tenure has

led us to fill the positions in the customary way. A further■problem

was that the permanent staff were spread rather thin for supervision

and administrative tasks, particularly on the Southeast Asian side

where there was only one tenured academic until this year. Even

the two we now have (Reid and Marr) are the absolute minimum to allow

for study leave and field work.

This experience suggests that we need a yet more flexible

approach, with different types of non-tenured position for different

needs. In general we mi^t consider the Department as requiring

three basic types of position - tenured; 3-5 year Research Fellows

by advertisement and competition; and positions of two years and

less for which appointment by invitation could be considered.

Research Fellows of 3-5 years. Of the seven temporary positions

in the Department, it may be that up to three should be of this

traditional type, filled by advertisement and open competition.

Only the most outstanding scholars should be considered, whose future

'marketability' is in no doubt. At the same time as undertaking
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their own major piece of research in the Department they should

be used to cover areas where the Department is thin for supervision

purposes (Thailand, Philippines, Micronesia, etc) or where it

sees a strong need for a new academic initiative.

Short-term positions, between 8 and 24 months. These should be

designed primarily for scholars with academic positions elsewhere

who can demonstrate the likelihood of bringing to completion an

important piece of research in this length of time. It would be

useful to define such posts in a way which made it possible to fill

many, if not all, by invitation, allowing plenty of time for the

people concerned to negotiate leave from their own institutions.

Priority for such positions could be given to scholars in Australia

and the Asia-Pacific region to whom we have particular responsibilities,

but also to those whose research projects have a particularly useful

relationship to work already in progress here. Where possible they

should be expected to take a leading role in seminars and studies

around themes relevant to their work and ours - leading perhaps

to the publication of a set of essays or a special journal issue

as well as their own major project.

It is possible to think of several different ways of

orienting the KF programme. At least one member of staff makes a

strong argument for the idea that RFs ought to be associated with

individual members of the permanent staff, the combination forming

a small research 'sub-unit' within the Department. This idea has

obvious merits, though in practice it might mean that the

Department would be defining its work in the future by what exists

now in the way of permanent staff. A middle way is the one discussed

immediately above; short-term posts of up to two years, filled by

invitation, so that it ought to be possible to assemble small
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groups of scholars with a common Interest to work on a problem

in an intensive way over a finite period, with results to be

published as soon as possible. A third way is to think of devoting

part of the RF resources of this Department (and of others) to

assembling RF groups on the School level, with the idea of doing

interdisciplinary work on sharply defined problems over a finite

period. The design of projects and the assembling of research

groups could be handled by a new body set up for the purpose. In

this connection the proposal made some time ago by Professor Keesing

of Anthropology, that KFs falling vacant might be pooled rather

than being automatically filled in the same department perhaps

merits reconsideration.
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Exchanges

The ANU in general, and RSPacS in particular, has taken too little

interest in the practice of exchanging staff for periods of 6 months or a

year with other Universities. Our role as the principal centre in the

Asia-Pacific region devoted to researching its problems requires of us a

greater effort to interact usefully with other institutions. Many members of

the staff, particularly the permanent staff, would gain from a period seeing

their research in the teaching context, particularly where this could be done

within the region of their research. In an increasing number of Asian and

Pacific countries field research by foreigners is being resisted unless it is

linked to teaching or some other 'useful' activity. The AND can only gain

from the reciprocal relationships between Universities \rfilch can be built up

through exchanges. It may also be one of the most practical ways of bringing

able Asian and Pacific scholars to the ANU for periods of stimulus and

writing.

We suggest as a School priority the establishment of a staff exchange

scheme with the following countries

Papua-New Guinea (UPNG)

Fiji (USP)

Malaysia (University of Malaya; Universiti Sains Malaysia)

Singapore (University of Singapore)

Indonesia (U.I. and Gajah Mada, or perhaps through the consortitim

on the Social Sciences)

Philippines (University of the Philippines)

The first step for these countries would be to approach ADAB and AAUCS

(Australia-Asia University Cooperation Scheme) about a basis for funding the

travel and salary supplementation which would have to be a part of such a

scheme. Exchanges with teaching universities within Australia and in other

'affluent' countries could also be very beneficial for both parties. In
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these cases salary supplementation may be unnecessary, though the basis of

meeting travel costs would have to be worked out.

Once the organisational basis was laid, the most satisfactory way to

arrange such exchanges would probably be on a personal basis at the initiative

of the ANU staff member concerned. The Director could also play a useful

role, however, in facilitating and encouraging staff to take such initiatives.
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Post-Graduate Training

The PhP.

A good many staff members, including the Head of

Department, are of the opinion that it is time to re-think

post-graduate training in the Department.

One view, shared by the Head, is that the current thesis-

only PhD, with all its admirable attributes, is nonetheless in

practice perhaps narrower than is desirable.

Further, the Department's tacit understanding that the

primary relationship of a student is with his or her supervisor

rather than with the Department (or with the School or the

University at large) ought perhaps to be re-examined.

These considerations come together in an opinion held

by some members of staff, including the Head, and some students

as well, that the Department could provide more for students - and

expect more of them - in the way of language preparation and

theoretical-methodological awareness.

As for langxiage preparation, the most efficient means

appears to be a 'crash course' approach rather than a more

leisurely exposure over a year or more.

One suggestion made by a member of staff is that teaching

tapes might be prepared by linguists within the School (in this

case Pacific linguistics), giving basic instruction on the structure

and conceptual characteristics of Island languages, and

incorporating also basic tips for the acquiring of particular

languages.
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As for & sharpening of theoretical-methodological

awareness (and a general broadening of vision), this might indeed

ideally be accomplished in a one-to-one supervisor/student

relationship, on the tutorial model. But the evidence of

student performance in seminars and in theses suggests that,

whatever is accomplished along these lines between student and

supervisor, more could and should be done.

One possible avenue of improvement would be to involve

every first-year student in the reading of a ntimber of books which

raise questions of theory and method appropriate to the general

concerns of the Department (and, just as important, of the

profession as a whole), with the idea that a shared experience

of this kind would enrich every student's encounter with his

particular research topic, and also enrich the quality of

intellectual encounter in the Department (as at seminars).

Another possible approach would be to arrange a cycle of

seminars on theory-method-historiography, to be repeated yearly,

the idea being that entering students should attend in those

important early months when they are making strategic decisions

about their topic.

One other organizational consideration is that the

language-course cycle-of-seminars idea argues for a common intake

of students once, or at most twice a year, rather than the

present randomly spaced intake of individual students arriving

at various times after the award of scholarships. The optimal

sequence would seem to be; a summer language course followed by

(roughly) a term of seminars. Over the seminar period, and in

the months immediately following, the student would be working as
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well with his or her supervisor on. preliminary reading on

the thesis topic, preparatory to serious immersion in primary

sources and/or field study.

The idea of the cycle of seminars is one which

optimally would involve historians from all Departments in the

University, and is thus a question we would like to raise in

the context of the School review- Perhaps other History Departments

would see usefulness for their own students in the proposal.

And perhaps students could he offered as well

sophisticated introductory seminars (and readings) in the

applications of social sciences methodologies to historical

problems.

A Possible MA

A good many staff, including the Head of Department, and

some students, are of the opinion that the Department might well

look into the possibility of offering an MA.

Our intellectual constituency centers on the islands

of the Pacific and the developing countries of Southeast Asia.

It is by no means certain that a traditionally-conceived PhD

meets every need for training in the study of history for students

from those areas.

There is a good argument to be made for the idea that

we ought to be offering an MA course which enables students from

the area of our interest (whether they were born there/or are

expatriates) to gain experience doing careful research of

relevance to their communities and writing it up.

The suggestion is that we should use this period of

School review to become informed about the experience of other
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Departments in the School which now offer an MA, and to test

School and University opinion generally about an MA in Pacific

and Southeast Asian history.

There are matters of course design and operation - duration

and funding are obvious operational questions - best thought

about in the context of a School review.
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Dissemination of Research Findings

Publication of research findings in this Department

occurs almost exclusively through the academic press. Quite

apart from the frighteningly sharp increases in the cost of

academic publishing and the concomitant narrowing of publishing

opportunity presently being experienced, a general notion of

accountability would argue for a broader definition of publishing

research findings.

Beginning with the PhD, it is now standard practice for

the student to make available copies of his or her thesis to

individuals and institutions in the country where research was

carried out. At present, this is done principally at the

student's expense. Perhaps the School might wish to assume

responsibility. Beyond this, it ought to be possible, and it would

surely be desirable, to make available shortened and simplified

versions of PhD theses in simple English, pidgin, or a vernacular

language, as appropriate.

The same notion ought to apply to publications by

academic staff members.

The Department provides, through the Pacific Manuscripts

Bureau, facilities for the collection and dissemination (to

libraries) of raw research material. This is an obviousiy

useful enterprise. It is not impossible to envisage, somewhere

in the School, a comparable 'Publications Bureau', with a mandate

to make research findings available to the communities which were

the subject of research. This would have to be a highly

sophisticated operation. Excellent liaison with scholarly.
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educational, cultural and political authorities in the

communities concerned would be necessary, for one thing.

Indeed the best arrangement would very likely be to have

requirements and priorities set in the countries concerned.

What we should be doing is to explore possibilities of co-operation

along these lines.

The Department suggests that the School review might

pay attention to such a proposal, perhaps with an eye to working

out a scheme by which Departments would share in making resources

available to support a programme of translation and low-cost

publication.

There is also interest in the Department in the

dissemination of information by audio-visual means: radio, film,

TV, slides and tapes. At the moment there is no strategy proposed

for gaining access to the expensive media (film and TV) beyond

trying to interest institutions such as the ABC in using the

informational resources of the Department more than is

presently done - but even this is a start-



THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE:

THE RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES

BOX 4, P.O., CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 TEL. 49-5111

Telegrams: "Natuniv" Canberra

I'aciJtic & SojiUkasi Asian TTi.stoiy

21st December, 1976

Professor H.E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
P0REES3? ACT 2603

Dear Professor Maude,

Thank you very much for your letter, the two microfilms
and all the trouble you took.

I've written to ask Dr. Howard Pry about the Carrington
account of Dalrjonple , and await his reply with a heart
full of hope. It's the James Cook University in
Townsville, and such a good ringing name probably is
attached to a few hotels as well.

You may be interested in a bit more news about the
Grimble papers. We have two separate entries. One is
"I/tiscellaneous papers" but it's the microfilm you had
made in 1964 - Gilbertese myths, legends and oral
traditions. I've amended the index.' The other, the
missing M.119, is the alleged "Dictionary". A note on
the card says 'Original notebook held by Rev. E. Sabatier,
Gilbert Islands. Neg. mf. from John Curtin School of
Medical Research.' I phoned J.C.S.M.R. and they were
predictably astounded. So perhaps the author of a
Gilbertese dictionary was Sabatier and perhaps not, but
we have lost it if we ever had it, I'm afraid.

Thank you again for your helpfulness, Professor Maude,
and best wishes for Christmas and the new year.

Yours sincerely.

N. Rayner
Records Room Clerk,
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■  THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

r
Department of Pacific & SEAsian History
Research School of Pacific Studies

Box 4, PO
Canberra, ACT 2600

3 March 1975

Dear Colleague,

This letter comes to you as a followup to our informal meeting during
ANZAAS. It deals with some matters we discussed then, and with others that

have come up since. A number of items have to do with money and services
available through ANU: these have perhaps been insufficiently publicized

among Pacific historians, and it is hoped that the information will be
useful.

Financial aid for Pacific Islands students at Australian universities

Dorothy Shineberg (SGS, ANU) has acquired some useful information from the
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs about the Australian government's
South Pacific Aid Programme, and about the Australia and Papua New Guinea
Education & Training Scheme. Her notes follow:

1. Aid depends on nomination by the Pacific island governments. They
largely determine the priorities.

2. In so far as Foreign Affairs plays a part, they favour studies which
are unavailable to islanders at home. (From this it probably follows
that a student would have to make out a special case to study Pacific
history in Australia since, for example, in Fiji it may be argued that
he could do it there).

3. The governments to whom SPAP is available are as follows: BSIP, Fiji,
New Hebrides, Tonga, G & ETC, Western Samoa, Cook Is, Niue and Nauru.

4. New Guinea students are not assisted under SPAP but under APETS

(Australia and Papua New Guinea Education & Training Scheme) which is
better funded. However I understand that the PNG government tends to

recommend students for more practical courses than things like Pacific
history, no doubt taking the view that teaching this is the function of
UPNG. So teachers who have students wishing to undertake history studies
in Australia probably ought to help prepare a good case for them.

5. The number of places for each area is limited; but I get the impression
that this is flexible if the home government argues a good enough case.

6. Under SPAP (and I suppose APETS is similar) students get return home
fares, a modest living allowance and an allowance for 'establishment'
including clothing. Field trip money can be got upon argument by the
student's supervisor.

Nominating authorities are as follows:

BSIP : The Scholarship Officer
Department of Education
HONIARA BSIP



Applying for PhD scholarships at ANU
The amount of money available for PhD scholarships at ANU is limited,
and occasionally fluctuates 'for reasons beyond the control of ...
(fill in the blank). This gives the awarding of a scholarship more of
a lottery aspect than it would have in the best of all possible worlds.
It would be very helpful to at least the head of Pacific & SEAsian
History if people teaching Pacific history in other places, with students
who are interested in doctoral work at ANU, would be in touch early and
informally, before the administrative process of applying begins. Often
there is useful discussion possible about topic, supervision, timing of
the application, and so on. Ideally, the head of department would talk
to all prospective students personally. This is not likely to be possible,
given constraints of money and distance, but at least efforts will be
made in that direction as resources permit. For information, there are
usually three scholarship rounds per year at ANU - approximately February,
June and November. In essence, any time is a good time to write an
informal note about a likely scholarship candidate. Further information:
Gavan Daws, Pacific & SEAsian History, ANU. Formal application: Academic
Registrar, ANU.

The Davidson Fund

This memorial fund has now been established, offering financial assistance
to students from the Pacific Islands for work outside their own country.
Terms of disbursement are fairly flexible; applications would be treated
on a case by case basis. This note is just to make people aware of the
Fund's existence. Further information: Anthony Low, Director, RSPacS, ANU.

Financial support for publication - the Republic of Nauru Fund
Loans up to $1000 are possible from the Republic of Nauru Fund to assist
in publication of scholarly work by and about Pacific islanders. Repayment
of the loan comes from royalties. So far, Nancy Viviani's Nauru, R.P.
Gilson's Samoa, and Sione Latukefu's Church and State in Tonga have been
brought out with Fund assistance. Further information: Anthony Low,
Director, RSPacS, ANU.

Preservation and development of Pacific Island cultures
At a meeting of the South Pacific Forum in Rarotonga, March 1974, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Willesee, announced that the
Australian government would interest itself in a five-year programme
'for the preservation and development of Pacific Islands cultures.'
Funding is to be $lm over the five-year period. In October-November
1974 a fact-finding mission visited six of the South Pacific countries
'to investigate how this fund could be best spent.' The mission has now
completed its report. Further information: Robert Langdon, Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau, ANU.

Staff exchanges between ANU and other universities
Under certain circumstances, and for limited periods, this is possible.
ANU regulations governing exchange are fairly complicated, and each
proposed case has to be looked at carefully. Probably the best way to
begin is simply for two people who would like to exchange to initiate
proceedings. Further information: ANU Administrative Guide, available
from any ANU department head.



Fiji

G & EIC

New Hebrides

Tonga

:  The Secretary for Foreign Affairs
Prime Minister's office

Government Buildings
SUVA, Fiji

:  The Establishment Secretary
Central Government Offices

BAIRIKI, Tarawa, G & EIC

;  The British Resident Commissioner

VILA, New Hebrides

:  The Secretary to Government
Prime Minister's office

NUKU'ALOFA, Tonga

Western Samoa: The Acting Secretary to Government
Prime Minister's Department
APIA, W. Samoa

Cook Is

Niue

Nauru

Unknown

Try Secretary to Prime Minister's Department

Unknown

Unknown

New Guinea : APETS

The Australia and Papua New Guinea
Education & Training Scheme

Department of the Public Service Board
KONEDOBU, PNG

There is also a thing called the 'Special International Training
Scheme', for which students can be nominated. Nobody seemed to
know much about it, but I expect this lead could be pursued, through
Foreign Affairs.

Dorothy Shineberg

Vacation Scholarships

ANU offers a limited number of long vacation scholarships to
undergraduates who have completed three years or more towards a first
degree. Depending on availability of departmental supervision, students
would do research under staff guidance. It's a useful way for student
and department to look each other over for possible postgraduate work.
Students at Australian and New Zealand universities and UPNG may apply.
Applications close early November each year, but given the need to match
student and supervisor carefully, best allow plenty of time - open
correspondence early, with an informal note to Gavan Daws, Pacific &
SEAsian History, ANU. Formal application: Academic Registrar, ANU.



Short visits by ANU people to other universities

ANU is apparently willing in some cases to share fare costs for visits
of a few days to other Australian universities by staff who will give
lectures or lead seminars and so on. Probably best in the first
instance to make individual contact and work out what would be useful,

after which formal administration can be handled at the departmental
level. This seems (at least from the point of view of Pacific & SEAsian
History, ANU) a useful way for people to keep in touch and exchange ideas.

Pacific Research Committee

The newly formed interdisciplinary Pacific Research Committee of the
Research School of Pacific Studies, ANU, met for the first time last
week. Gavan Daws (Pacific & SEAsian History, ANU) is a member. A major
question before the committee (and before all who work in the Pacific
field), is the carrying out of research in newly-independent and emerging
Pacific countries. Your attention is drawn to two papers on this topic.
One, by Epeli Hau'ofa, 'Anthropology and Pacific Islanders', was read
at the Anthropology section of ANZAAS, and will be published this year
in Man in New Guinea; the other, 'Should we allow research workers and
tourists into the Enga district', by Kundapen Talyaga, Discussion Paper
No. 1, Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies, Port Moresby 1974.

Job offer

The University of Hawaii is looking for a Pacific historian able to teach
as well in an undergraduate world civilizations course. Starting date,
early 1976. Rank open. Further information: Stephen Uhalley, Chairman,
History, 2550 Campus Road, Room 208, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96822.

January meeting and later meetings

At our informal meeting during ANZAAS, a number of topics were discussed
- Pacific history texts (including the question of the desirability of
updating Davidson's Admiralty handbooks), the possibility of setting up
systematic coursework for Pacific Islands students who might spend time
at Australian universities, the possibility of workshops in the
methodology of oral history, and so on. Nothing decisive was agreed
upon. The question of whether (and if so when) we should meet again
was left open, with the suggestion that anyone with things strongly on
their mind should write a brief working paper (6-8 pages) and mail it
to Oskar Spate (Pacific & SEAsian History, ANU) before mid-April. We
could go on from that stage to see if another meeting would be productive.
It has since been suggested that useful background reading for our
purposes is contained in a document which evidently has not had wide
circulation - Source Materials Related to Research in the Pacific Area

(Australian Government Publishing Service, 1973): papers by Maude,
Latukefu, Crocombe, Green, Langdon, Plenderleith. West.



MAILING LIST

Ali, Ahmed, USP, 20th century Fijian history

Bolger, Peter, UPNG, Imperialism; Immigration

Boyd, Mary, Victoria Univ. of Wellington

Campbell, Ian, Univ. of Adelaide, Early culture contact & European settlement

Chapelle, Tony, USP

Corris, Peter, Gippsland Inst. of Advanced Studies

Crocombe, Ron, USP

Crozier, Dorothy, 82 Westbrook St East Kew

Daws, Gavan, ANU, Hawaii; Polynesia generally; Biography; Psychohistory;
Relations between environment, culture and history

f

Dening, Greg, Melbourne Univ.

Denoon, Donald, UPNG

Douglas, Bronwen, LaTrobe, Culture contact in NE New Caledonia & Southern
New Hebrides

Douglas, Norman, Univ. of NSW

Firth, Stewart, ANU, German colonies in the Pacific

Gillion, Ken, ANU, Indians in Fiji; 20th century Fiji history generally

Granger, William, ANU, PNG 1945-52, public administration case study; PNG
since 1942; aid in the Pacific

Griffin, James, UPNG, Bougainville politics

Griffiths, Deidre, ANU, Labor trade New Hebrides; PNG - generally; &
anthropologists who have worked in PNG particularly

Gunson, Niel, ANU, Missionary and pre-Christian contact history, mainly in
Polynesia; Pacific Islands vernacular texts (i.e. for
publication)

Hempenstall, Peter, ANU, Colonial Pacific & Current Political & Social
developments; Melanesia, Micronesia, Samoa

Hilliard, David, Flinders Univ.

Howe, Kerry, Massey Univ.

Hudson, Rosemary, NZLA, Univ. of Auckland

Inglis, Ken, UPNG

Johnson, Ross, Univ. of Qld., Imperialism generally, Pacific, Africa.



Joyce, Roger, LaTrobe, 'Sir William MacGregor'; 'Administration of British
New Guinea 1884-1902'

Knapman, Bruce, 4 Collingwood Ave, Hazelwood Park, SA, Economic development
and social change

Kolia, John, UPNG

Lacey, Rod, UPNG, Enga history

Lamont, Ross, Univ. of New England

Langdon, Robert, Pacific Manuscripts Bureau, ANU, All aspects of Pacific
studies

Laracy, Hugh, Auckland Univ.

Latukefu, Sione, UPNG

Lawrey, John, ANU, Modern history of New Caledonia; French & European
history in Napoleonic period; European imperialism
in that period.

Legge, John, Monash.

McArthur, Norma, ANU, Population: prehistoric, historical & contemporary
throughout Pacific islands

Macdonald, Barrie, Massey Univ.

McKinnon, Jennifer, 3/45 Norman St, Ivanhoe, Vic., New Hebrides, Missionaries
in Pacific, Culture contact

Macnaught, Tim, ANU, 20th century Fijian affairs

Maude, H.E., 77 Arthur Circle Forrest, ACT

Moses, John, Univ. of Qld., German colonialism in the Pacific

Nelson, Hank, ANU, History of PNG

Gram, Nigel, UPNG, History of urban development; Ethno-history of the
Australasian speakers of the Port Moresby area; Impact
of the LMS and culture change in the Southern Papuan
coastal area

Owens, John, Massey Univ.

Pearson, Bill, Auckland Univ.

Ralston, Caroline, Macquarie Univ.

Ross, Angus, Univ. of Otago

Rutherford, Noel, Univ. of Newcastle



Scarr, Deryck, ANU, History & Anthropology in South Seas, Fiji and
Western Pacific

Shineberg, Dorothy, ANU, Teaching Pacific history

Silverman, Martin, Univ. of Western Ontario

Spate, OHKS, ANU, General econ-political history of Pacific

Stephen, Michele, La Trobe

Stone, David, Univ. cf Sussex

Stone, Peter, Canberra College of Advanced Education, General interest in
Pacific - all social sciences

Thomas, Philippa, Adelaide Univ., French imperialism in the Pacific;
Early consular and missionary activities in Tahiti
and Samoa

Thompson, Roger, Univ. of NSW, Australian Imperialism in the Pacific;
History of the New Hebrides

Waiko, John, UPNG, History of PNG, how indigenous people tried to
infiltrate into colonial system in order to use
it for their advantage

Ward, Alan, LaTrobe, Race relations in New Zealand; Land policy in PNG

Ward, John, Univ. of Sydney

Waters, Edgar, UPNG, Millenarian movements; oral history - methodology;
historiography

West, Francis, ANU, Administrative history; European intellectual
background to administration

Wetherell, David, PO Box 8, South Yarra

Young, John, Adelaide Univ, Frontier community in Fiji; History of Lau;
Multidisciplinary history



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
9th January, 197^.

Dr Carapbell Maclcnight,
Department of History,
School of General Stvidies,
Pox 4, P.O., CA.\T?TJIRA.
A.C.T. 2600.

1., •■v.

Dear Dr ^'acknlght.

Fine; I'll be knocking at your door at 2 p.iB.
on Vednesday the l6tb January.

I have had two telephone conversations with
Geoff CuBoiins, who advanced some quite good suggestions,
albeit with diffidence.

I think he will prove to be good value for
your money, and he certainly seems most anxious to
settle down and get started.

Iours.
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77 Arthur Circle,
lorreat, A.C.I. 2603,
11th December, 1973.

Dear ''-'orah.

Sorry not to have replied before to your letter of the 3Gtl)
but as I mentioned at Ifuth's Presentation do 1 havn't had any public
ations, as far as I can remember, since I retired; but I have seen
plenty of Australia, and our garden is in fine nick (perhaps you could
pot thdt in instead).

To be perfectly truthful I find that 1 prefer wandering around
enjoying myself to writing; which proves that 1 was never one of those
compulsive writers, but only one who produced in travail in order to
earn on honest living.

In any case I have resigned from my llonorary Pellowahip (also
from the hoard of the JFP) and thus severed my last tenuous connexion
with the Department, so no need to send me any further queries on
authorship. If I were to suddenly get on itch and give birth to some
imperishable piece of purple prose it would be without henefit of the
department and should not therefore count in any official listing.

Congratulations on your contribution to the great Australian
saga: I always said that yon could produce top notch publishable work
if you could only manage to stifle an inapposite diffidence. Ifememher
the Gypsy still awaits your plcaaure: all sails set and a fair wind.

1*0 hurry about the cuttings - there is always something new and
exciting coming up in the garden - or so it oeeras - and when you do
cone you will be very welcome.

Meanwhile have a liappy Christmas; and more importantly a happy
and sueceasful 1974. ,

fours ever.
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IN REPLY PLEASE OUOTE:
THE RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACHIC STUDIES

j  BOX 4. P.O.. CANBERRA, A CT. 2600 TEL. 49-5111

>  Telegrams; "Natuniv" Canberra

k  Pacific and Southeast Asian History
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HDear

The 1973 Annual Report of the Department of Pacific and Southeast
Asian History is now being prepared, and it would be helpful if you
could supply me with information about your publications for 1973,
deriving from your work in the Department.

Any other relevant information about your academic activities in
1973 would be most welcome.

Yours sincerely.

(Mrs) Norah Forster
Research Assistant
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Its real good to hear that your own book is shaping out well. I
had long wondered who was going to produce the broad synoptic picture of
Pacific history that is so needed if the sub-discipline is to come into
its own. Jim had been so long in the gav that his wood was too thickly
stupped with trees for him to see it as a whole; I am essentially a
micro-historian and it is too late to change; Francis is a very competent
orthodox historian but not a Pacific historian; while Deryck has yet to
mature, 'Ihe rest (even Gavan Paws) are all specialists: geographically
or thematically. So I am really delighted and relieved that you are
happily producing the goods instead of continuing as an activating agent
for the work of others. Bit please do finish Jim's Peter Dillon for
him: its all there and only needs putting together (the very last chapters)
- and only you can do it.

Ve do hope to see you both sometime when you return and meanwhile
wish you happy hunting,

..f-"

Yours,
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Dear Harry,

the enclosure speaks, at vast length, for itself. I have
thought ahout this very seriously indeed;, your letter gave ms, if
not sleepless nights, at least very gloomy afternokns while I was
trying to work things out. I a.m sure you will understand the spirit
in Vihich I have written.

Many thanks for your tribute to Jim: it was beautifully done,
I'd not enter into competition, and everyone who has wtitten to me
has said how much they were impressed by it. There is still, and vmll
be for long, a sense of shock...

Love to Honor — we have seen the clinping about the gerania

.'.•.if • — ■ • ■'.f'.t. . ' ,

.  > ■■ ■■ ■ f i



Confidential
London

15 May 1973

, V-'' .
•  -• i-

■ri_-

You have both written to me to the same effect, and it majt "be more
convenient to you as to me if I send a joint reply. As this will be a
long letter - your faiilt! - I am numbering para-grachs.

2. Of course I Inpereciate very much the apprehensions you very
naturally feel about possible changes, and in" another sense I appreciate
deeply that you, and seemingly others, have thought of me rather as a
deus ex machina. But for reasons not all of which are personal to my-
self j it isn't so simple as all that.

3. Before coming to my personal position, let us be cleat on what has
been out to me. There are two suggestions: one, that I should just offei
myself to Tony Lovr as ' stibstantive head' of the Dept, relying on the faci
that I am a Proflessor the Dept; the other that I should offer myself
8.S a candidate to the Electoral Committee. At least, that is how I under
stand your letters.

4. ' The former would be counter-productive.- Even if I got away vntih it,
for lack of anyone else, my position, and therefore the Dept's, would be
highly invidious, after I have announced so loudlj'" and so long that I
wish for nothing but my ovm. research. It rnhght well be thought, and one
couldn't blame people for so thinlcing, that Spate was presLiming on his
seniority and his (undoubted) services to AITU to throw his weight about
and to stick to a position of some power; with the best will in the
world, it could prove difficult to avoid some suspicion of motives. I
thinJk that whetever materia.l gain there might be to the Dept, it might
be outweighed by a mnral loss. But anyhow I don't see a self-respecting

jiist swallowing it. One can't do these things on one's ovm inse
dixit, and in any case it would have to go to a Cttee.

i. The second sug.-^estion, that I should HffsrxmxsEifxtjaxtks openly
compete, is more realistic. But for much the same reasons as those
suggested in pa,ra 4, it should not be assumed that I would automatically
come out on top: I can for exam le think on one SEA man whom it might be
considered obscurantist to oppose. The risk to my professional and
personal pride should I be passed over is secondary; it would be a blow
to morale, but I could live with it. But if I entered and did not win,
then the Ps.cific side would be devalued.

6. There is another consideration which should give one pause: the
position of an Elder Statesman who returns, or tries to return, to
paruy leadership is always invidious. As Head of Dent, I, an ex-Director
vi?ould be automa.tically on Fa,culty Board and everjrthing else: with the fess
best will in the world, unless I were to be neutered (which is neither
desirable nor given m.y temperament possible) it v/ould be almost impossibl
to avoid being seen as the leader of a Pronde (if I did not see eye to
eye with the Director) or a yes-man (if I did so see).

7. I think that I may now turn to my persona.l feelings. As a result



of your letters, they are agonised? the length of this one is evidence
of how deeply I fell and how seriously I have thoiight ahout the posi
tion. Doubtless there is a degree of rationalisation in my arguments
as, to be fair, there is in yours. This is inevitable.

8. To take the last point first. It is not only natural but very-
right that you, and all of us, should have an ansious regard for the
tradition that Jim built upt it v/ould be lamentable were it to go into
the discard. But (and ray recent observation in Berkeley enforces this)
there is always a danger that devotion to a great mn*B tradition
drifts into a conservative and inward-looking things-as-they-are
stance. There is so much detailed work yet to be done in the Pacific
proper that it v/ould be easy to let the essential micro-histories
taJce over and be mistaken for the essential, to the detriment of
broader abd more fruitful views, Jim had a binding thread that we
might not be able to hang onto. However, this is by the way? I do
strongly agree, and have told the Director so, that the Pacific side
of the Dept should not be weakened but strengthened.

9, It is all very well to say that, v;ore I to become Head of the
Dept, I would have very good seconds (1 know that) and so would only
have to make a few decisions and devolve the execution on others*
But it is not nearlyv so simple as that, Althou^ I have never been
reluctant to delegate, if one is colsscientious there are limits to
this? and you woulnn*t v/ant a roi faindant. I hope, I can*t, tempe3>-
amentally, be King Log} and if I could, nothing coiild be worse for
the Dept. And beyond all that can't be devolved internally, there are
the external things ex officio to Heads of Dept - Faculty Board,
budget meetings, BIAS, Professorial Boards, and Lord knows how many
other Cttees - no, life isn't as simple as all thati And I'd be
doizig it all very much centre ooair. thus increasing my natural
irritability - you raigdit not like me nearly so much ae you do now!

10* There is another factors my style of Pacific history is not
that of Jim's tradition, not that which has made the Dept's reputation
and - more importantly - not that of most use in the supervision of
its students (at least primary su^jervision), It would peihaps be two
or three years before I felt fully competent in this aspect - and I
have only four to got

11* Only since I have left »Admin' have I realised how much it
to )k out of me in vitality? I now think that I have already given
too much of myself to bureaucracy, I am only ^ust beginning to get
the full thrill of the job I have taken on - a delightful but a very
demanding one, 1 am 62t give me till 70, and I am sure that I can
produce a work at the least of very considerable value as a frame of
reference for Pacific historians if v/hatever specialism? and it might
be more than that. This v/ould be to the credit of pacific History
generally, but more particularly to that of the Dept of Pacific
History, RSPacS, But I am sure that l cannot do it if, for the first
three or four of the few years of active life that I can reasonably
C 0 O e
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12. of course this may look selfish, and I would, ha^e to think
that old friend.s might feel tha,t I had let them dovm. But to take over
the Dept would mean the end of my dream, a dream that has kept me going
through these last years of 'Admin'; it would be a lesion in the
sinews of my life. After a.11, I came to AMJ because of its 'wonderful
opportunities for research', but in effect except for tv/o things (Fiji,
for which I can never cease to be grateful to HM, and a couple of
sm.all things on discovery), v/hat I have done is not my own research but
the fostering of other people's research. 'This is a good thing to do
and I am proud of it. 'I have d-one the State some service': but now,
auter 22 years, I thinlc thad I have earned the ri^ght to 'do my ovm
thing', givenb that it is a thing neither trivial nor irrelevant to
Pacific Historj'- in the borad sense; far from it.

13. I have written to Tony Low saying that I think 'the Professor
and Head of the Dept of Pacific History shoyld be first and foremost
a man devoted to the Pacific proper', even if this means waiting a
while; that here is where we are unique and can make the most out
standing contribution, and that this needs strengthening not weakening.
Simply on the tactical plane, to say more - before I have been formally
asked - would be counter-productive.

14. I am also chary of the idea of hiving SEA off into a 'Unit'.
I am very dubious of Units sn3?"how: in the na.ture of the beast they
either wither on the vine, which is undesirable, or expand, into
emrires, which is eben less desirable from our point of view, so that
the remedy might be worse than the disease. At any rate the gr ;und xma
would have to laid tactfullj/, casually in the first place; simply to
throvY the idea into the ring might well set up oppositions, internal
and external.

15. Let us lookn at the 'worst case' to see if it is really so very
terrifying. If the Chair went to an SEA man, he would natura.lly want,
and soon, another SEA man in a.ddition to Tony Reid, -and this would be
legitimate for balance - indeed, on an overallm viev/ (and I think this
was Jim's view also) we do need at least one more SEA type. But then we
would have a very strong, almost impregnable, ca.se for West's PP to
stay Pacific; so long as I am 3.bout there is a Pa.cific flag hoisted
high; and, although I am technically supernumerary, there is a very
strong case indded for another Chair s >ecifically Pacific. The end
result might well be an altogether stronger and better balanced Dept.
At all events, I think it is bettwr to think ahead on positive lines
than to let ourselves appear too nervously conservative.

16. I ha.ve written at great length for three ree^sons. First, to get it
out of my S3'"stem and clarify ray own mind. Second, because you have
raised serious issues which 3.re easily throvm into the form of brief
propositions but not,.m unfortunately, so easily discussed in brief if
they are a.lso to be discussed in depth. Third, the propositions come
from old friends and are highly honourable to me; if I feel obliged
to decline them, a decent respect demands that I should give my reasons

ani-l*rau cience

very serious. anq. sinpere consiaei-auiyu
the further implications of your confid ence,

-6''^
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hear Oskar,

1 have been rather worried since Jim's death on its implications
for the Department of Pacific rlistoxy and trust that you will pardon my
writing to say that I hope (indeed everyone I have spoken to in the
Department hopes) that you can see your way bo taking awn as Head o^v
the Department until your retirement.

As. an outsider without any party allegiances it seems to me that
Anthony Low, with the best will in the world, has hardly had time to feel
his way as yet and that if you could take over the Department for the
time being it would give him just that breathing spaoe before irrevocable
decisions must be made which will effect both South-kast Asian and"Pacific
History for thh foreseeable future,\

You would have capable and energetic administrative assistants
in Tony heed and Deryck Scarr so would only have to make a few decisions
when'Called upon and leave the implementation to them. But they are
both too junior for either to take over permanently as yet, and essentially
need your experienced direction.

As I see it there would be no need for you tb ant short your
Sabbatical, for they can continue to act if you could write to Anthony
Low saying that you will be coming back in due course as the substantive
Head, I feel su^ that you would agree if you knew the names of some
second arid third-raters being bandied around.

But I must desist from further importunities. The enclosure is
a copy of the address I gave, essentially as your surrogate, at the
Memorial Meeting for Jim in the Coombs Lecture Theatre on the 18th April,
Alas that it inevitably lacked your felicitous phraseology.

With our best wishes to you both.

Yours, 0
\

.1' V,-i- ■
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Professor

Professorial Fellow

Senior Fellow

Fellows

Visiting Fellows

Research Fellows

Research Officers

Research Assistants

Staff

J.W. Davidson, M.A.(N.Z.)> Ph .D . (Cantab .)

F . J . West, B,A., Ph .D . (Leeds), Ph .D . (Cantab .)

D,A. Scarr, B.A.(Exeter), Ph .D.(A.N .U.)

W.N. Guns on, M.A.(Melb.), Ph ,D . (A.N .U .)

A.J.S. Reid, M.A,(Wellington), Ph .D . (Cantab .)

P.L. Burns, B.A.(B.C.), Ph .D. (London) (from
January)

Dorothy Crozier, B.A.(Melb.) (from September)

P, France, M,A.(Oxon.), Ph,D.(A.N.U.) (until
March)

J,A, Moses, B,A.(Queensland), M,A.(Munich),
ph .D . (Erlangen) (February-May)

J.M.R. Owens, M,A.(Oxon.), Ph.D.(Wellington)
(from August)

S,H. Riesenberg, B.A,, Ph .D . (California)
(until ^fey)

P.R. Corris, B,A.(Melb.), M.A. (Monash) , Ph.D.
(A.N.U.) (from June)

D.H. Lewis, M.B,, Ch .B. (Leeds) , Hon. M.Sc.
(Leeds)

Christine Wright, B.A,(Syd.), B.Phil., D.Phil.
(Oxon.)

R .A. Langdon

Jennifer Terrell, M.A. (Oxon.)

June Cook, B.A.(Cantab.) (until February)

Norah Forster, B.A.(Melb.) (from February)

Shirley Hodson, Dip.Ed.(Birmingham) (until
February)

Annemarie Johnson
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During Professor Davidson's absence on study leave between
February and May, Dr Scarr acted as Head of Department. Miss Crozier,
Dr Burns and Dr Owens joined the Department during the year as Visiting
Fellows . Dr Moses also took up a Visiting Fellowship from February to
May, Dr France and Dr Riesenberg completed their terms as Visiting
Fellows in ly&rch and Ffey respectively, Dr Corris arrived in June to
take up a Research Fellowship, and in November Dr Wright returned from
twelve months' research work overseas ,

Miss Cook and Mrs Hodson resigned from their Research
Assistantships in February and were replaced by Mrs Forster.

Student and Training Activities

Doctorates were conferred on five students during the year, Dr
J.M. Anthony's thesis dealt with urban politics in Ifelaya, with special
reference to Kuala Lumpur, Dr I,D. Black's with the native administration
of the British North Borneo Company and Dr B,K. Ifecdonald's with British
rule in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands from 1892 to 1970, Dr D,J, Stone
submitted a thesis dealing with self-government in the Cook Islands
between 1965 and 1968, and Dr R,C, Thompson one relating to Australian
imperialism and the New Hebrides in the period 1872 to 1922. Dr Anthony
was appointed to the staff of the College of Continuing Education in
Hawaii during the year, and Dr Stone joined the New Guinea Research Unit
as a Research Fellow, Dr Macdonald left the Department in June to take
up his appointment as a lecturer at Massey University, New Zealand. Drs
Black and Thompson are History lecturers in the Faculties of Arts and
Military Studies, respectively, in the University of New South Wales,

Mr Lim Teck Ghee submitted his thesis, 'Colonialism and peasant
agriculture in the Federated Ifelay States, 1895-1941' in November and
left Canberra to join the School of Humanities of the University of
Penang as a lecturer, Mr Yeo Kim Wah's thesis on British policy towards
the Malays in the Federated ^felay States, 1920-1940, was submitted in
December ,

Mr A, All, who is investigating electoral representation in Fiji
since 1900, returned from fieldwork in September, Mr N, Douglas completed
fieldwork in the United States at the end of 1970, in connection with his
thesis on Mormon missions in Polynesia and because of ill-health was
granted a suspension of his course and scholarship from Iferch to June.
In September he began fieldwork in Fiji, Tonga, Samoa and the Society
Islands, Mr K,R. Howe returned to the Department in October at the
conclusion of his research in Europe, New Caledonia and the Loyalty
Islands, which was undertaken for his study of the Loyalty Islands
between 1841 and 1881, Mrs Michele Stephen continued her work on a
history of Mekeo society from 1890 to 1970, and spent the greater part
of the year in New Guinea, In lyferch Mr D, Wetherell returned from
fieldwork in New Guinea and commenced research in the Mitchell Library,
Sydney, for his study of Papuan missions and indigenous teachers. After
a short visit to Canberra in July, he went on fieldwork to Fiji and
Samoa and then returned to New Guinea in November,
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Two new students joined the Department during the year. In
Iferch Mr D.R. Shoesmith commenced work on 'The Filipino elite and the
development of an indigenous church hierarchy, 1898-1918'. Mr J. Warren
arrived in November; his thesis is to be a study of slavery in nineteenth
century Sulu.

Work-in-progress seminars were held in March and April and
throughout third term. In October Mr U. Sundhausen of Monash University
gave a paper in the seminar series on 'The Indonesian Army's awareness
of its political and governmental role', and Professor G. McT. Kahin of
Cornell University and Visiting Professor at Monash University, spoke on
the Vietnamese elections at a seminar held jointly with the Department
of International Relations.

Two members of staff gave lectures at the School of General
Studies: Dr West participated in the Medieval Studies II and Pacific
History courses, and Dr Reid in the course on Asian Civilization. Dr
Scarr supervised two M.A, students on behalf of the Department of
History at the School of General Studies, and Dr Reid examined a M.A.
thesis for Monash University, As in 1970, Dr West lectured to officers
at the Joint Services Wing of the Department of Defence,

Research Programme

The Department of Pacific History is concerned with the study
of historical situations involving contact between Western and non-
Western cultures, with a particular emphasis on contacts of a 'colonial'
type in which Europeans have occupied positions of political and economic
dominance, This field of research presents one particularly important
problem of method. The major part of the documentary evidence consists
of records made by Europeans and framed in terms of Western thought.
The Department is engaged in attempting to find ways of supplementing
the study of such documentary material in order to reach a fuller under
standing of the social processes involved than is possible by
conventional historical techniques alone. This work makes its relations
with other branches of the social sciences as close as those with other
fields of history.

Since all historical research involves the study of specific
situations, the geographical limitation imposed on the Department by
its title - Pacific history - does not restrict the breadth of its
theoretical preoccupations. On the contrary, it gives an added coherence
and compactness to the body of factual knowledge which is subjected to
theoretically-directed analysis. The danger of an undesirable narrowing

of perception is guarded against both by the variety of situations
available for study within the Pacific area and by the previous
experience in other fields possessed by many members of the Department,

Professor Davidson was on study leave in New Zealand between
3 February and 11 May. He spent most of this period in research and
writing, but also lectured in the Universities of Wellington and
Auckland and contributed - through writing and broadcasting - to New
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Zealand's 'South Pacific Year'. Shortly after his return to Australia,
he made a brief visit to Port Moresby, where he participated in the
Fifth Waigani Seminar on 'Change and development in rural Melanesia'.
During September and October Professor Davidson spent three weeks in
Hawaii as a Consultant to the Joint Committee on Future Political Status
of the Congress of Micronesia. In this capacity, he attended discussions
between the Committee and a delegation representing the United States
Government regarding the future of the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands .

In Canberra Professor Davidson continued research and writing on
recent political developments in the Pacific and work on his biography of
Peter Dillon. In May he presented a paper on 'Political change in
Micronesia' at a seminar held by the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre
in a series on 'The changing pattern of strategic interests in the South
Pacific', and in September he attended, and acted as Chairman of one of
the sessions of, a seminar sponsored by UNESCO on source materials related
to research in the Pacific area at the National Library,

During the year Dr West prepared for publication his manuscript
on the extension of government control over the Central Highland valleys
of Papua and New Guinea and wrote an article on the history of Oceania
for the Encyclopaedia Britannica. He also acted as Secretary and
Treasurer of the Australian Academy of the Humanities. In October he
took leave from the Department to complete research for his biography of
Gilbert Murray on a fellowship to which he was elected by the British
Academy, at Christ Church, Oxford.

Dr Scarr continued work on his biography of Sir John Thurston,
and completed a draft of the first volume. The majesty of colour. He is
now writing the second volume and visited Fiji briefly in November for
further research in connection with it. He also began a collection of
Sir John Thurston's letters, which he hopes to publish, and wrote an
article on the economic history of Fiji in the nineteenth century,
entitled 'Credit and the House of Hennings'. During the year Dr Scarr
also planned two more volumes in the Australian National University Press's
Pacific History series, and prepared further material for the volumes of
selected documents on Pacific history which he is editing with Dr Gunson.

Dr Gunson has been working on the journal of Hugh Cuming which
he is editing for the Australian National University Press, and which
will be published in the Pacific History series. He also completed
several articles for the Australian Dictionary of Biography, In April he
gave a lecture on 'Victorian Christianity in the South Seas' at St Park's
Institute of Theology, Canberra, as part of a lecture series on the
general subject of Victorian Christianity,

Dr Reid s major project continued to be an analysis of the 'social
revolution against the traditional aristocracy of Atjeh and East Sumatra
in 1945-6, and the historical background of this upheaval. He also
commenced work on a textbook commissioned by Longmans on the Indonesian
revolution, and completed the writing of an article on 'The French in
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Sumatra and the mlay world, I760-I890'. During the year Dr Reid
presented three papers, including one on 'The birth of the Indonesian
Republic in Sumatra' read to the 28th International Congress of
Orientalists, which met in Canberra in January, In August he attended
the inaugural meeting of the Southeast Asian Research Materials Group,
and was elected to its steering committee, and also attended a seminar
organized by the Centre for Continuing Education at the Australian
National University on 'Indonesia - trading partner'. He convened a
series of monthly meetings of the A.N.U, Southeast Asia Lunch Group which
were held during the year ,

Dr Burns completed editing The journals of J.W,W. Birch, first
British Resident to Perak, 1874-5 and Sir Frank Swettenham's Malayan
iournals, 1874-6, both of which are to be published in the Oxford in
Asia Historical Reprint series. Papers on Malay subjects, selected and
with an introduction by Dr Burns, was published in Iferch in the same
series , He continued research for a book on the Malay states in the
nineteenth century and the collection of material for a study of Chinese
political elites in Malaya, with particular reference to the Malayan
Communist Party and the Kuomintang, during the late 1920s and early 1930s.

Miss Crozier, since her arrival in September, has been engaged
in editing for the Clarendon Press An account of the natives of the Tonga
Islands compiled... from the... communications of Mr. William Mariner,...
by John Martin, M,D. Dr France continued his preparation of the journals
of two beachcombers wrecked in Fiji for publication in the Pacific
History series before he left Canberra in March,

During his visit to the Department between February and ly&y,
Dr Moses worked on a book dealing with the German administration of
Samoa. Dr Owens, who arrived in August, has since been engaged in
writing a book on the Wesleyan Mission to New Zealand between 1819 and
1840 and a chapter for a symposium on the Manawatu area. He has also
been working on an article on missionary medicine and Maori health and
on a sociological study of Wesleyan missionaries in New Zealand. Dr
Riesenberg, before the conclusion of his term as Visiting Fellow in May,
completed his work on James F, O'Connell, the Irishman who lived on the
island of Ponape in the 1830s, He also continued his work of translating
and editing an indigenous history of Ponape.

Dr Gorris took up his Research Fellowship in June at the
conclusion of his Australian National University Post-Doctoral Travelling
Fellowship. Until February 1971, he worked in Britain, mainly at the
Public Record Office and the British Museum; in March he gave a seminar
at the University of California at Santa Cruz and in April and ]y&y
worked in Suva at the Western Pacific Archives on records relating to
the history of the Solomon Islands. Following his arrival in Canberra in
June, he completed an article on the repatriation of Pacific Islanders
from Australia which is to be published in 1972, and began work on an
introduction to W,T. Wawn's The South Sea Islanders and the Queensland
Labour Trade which he is editing for republication by the Australian
National University Press in the Pacific History series.
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Dr Lewis completed work on his book on navigation in the ancient
Pacific, which will be published under the title Wake of the canoes in
1972, He also completed several articles on Polynesian and Micronesian
navigation techniques and presented papers at two seminars on this
subject: in July he spoke on 'Wave and current techniques in Micronesian
and Polynesian navigation' to the CSIRO Division of Fisheries and
Oceanography in Sydney, and in September he delivered a public lecture
at the UNESCO seminar on Pacific source materials on 'Secrets that only
I and the devil know (the arts of the Polynesian and Micronesian
navigators)' .

Dr Wright spent November 1970 to November 1971 overseas,
collecting material on the Padri War, fought in West Sumatra between
1803 and 1838, In Holland she worked at the Algemeen Rijksarchief and
the Koninklijke Bibliotheek in the Hague and at the Koninklijke Instituut
in Leiden, Dr Wright also spent a short time visiting the Malaysian
National Archives in Kuala Lumpur and worked in the British Museum and
the India Office Library in London, During the year she completed an
article on Tuanku Imam.Bondjol which is to be published in 1972, Her
book Urban leadership in Western India; politics and communities in
Bombay City, 1840-1885 will appear next year also.

In January Mr Langdon, executive officer of the Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau, presented a paper on 'Institutional resources'
during a UNESCO conference in Canberra on the conservation of the
indigenous cultural heritage of the South Pacific, and later in the year
spoke about the Pacific Ifenuscripts Bureau at the UNESCO seminar on
Pacific source materials. He also visited Norfolk Island to microfilm
documents which had been made available to the Bureau,

Other Activities

Volume VI of The Journal of Pacific History was published in
September, Mr Maude retired from the Joint Editorship of the Journal
with the publication of Volume VI, but remains on the Editorial Board,
to which another member, Dr Corris, was appointed in July, Drs Gunson
and Scarr replaced Mr ly&ude as Joint Editors, with Professor Davidson.
Mrs Forster acted as Assistant Editor of the Journal whilst Mrs Terrell
was on leave between May and August,

The third volume in the Pacific History Series, The Trading
Voyages of Andrew Cheyne, 1841-1844, edited by Dr Dorothy Shineberg,
was published by the University Press .

The Pacific Manuscripts Bureau, sponsored jointly by The
Australian National University, the Library of the University of Hawaii,
the National Libraries of Australia and New Zealand, the Mitchell Library,
Sydney, and the State Library of Victoria, continued its work of locating
and microfilming unpublished manuscripts on the Pacific Islands under
the guidance of Mr Langdon, Work connected with the New England
Microfilming Project, directed by Dr J.S. Cumpston, occupied much of the
Bureau's attention during the year; copies of about half of the 218
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reels of film obtained by Dr Gumps ton in New England relating to
American maritime activities in the Pacific area in the nineteenth
century were distributed to the sponsoring libraries and indexes to
the films compiled.

Articles and news items from the Bureau's quarterly newsletter
Pambu, which help to publicise its work and aims, continued to be
reprinted in Islands journals and local newsletters, and the number of
copies of each issue increased to 250, reflecting the growing size of
Pambu's mailing list.

Publications

DAVIDSON, J.W.

* FRANCE, P .

GUNSON, W.N,

'The decolonization of Oceania', The Journal
of Pacific History, VI (1971), 133-50.

'History, art or game? A comment on "The
purity of historical method'". The New Zealand
Journal of History, V (1971), 115-20,

The decolonization of Oceania - a survey 1945-70,

Wellington, New Zealand Institute of Inter
national Relations, 1971, 28 pp. (A pamphlet
based on the article in The Journal of Pacific

History).

'Easing the stays: Fijian administration
during the past decade'. Journal of
Administration Overseas, X (1971), 192-200.

'The out-going correspondence of the
Australasian representatives of the London
Missionary Society 1886-1912', The Journal of
pacific History, VI (1971), 161-3.

LANGDON, R.A, 'Les naufrages europeens dans le Pacifique
anterieurement A la periode de Cook' (trans,
from English by Bertrand Jaunez), Bulletin de
la Societe des Etudes Oceaniennes, XV (1971),
21-40,

'The Pacific I^nuscripts Bureau', Australian
Academic Research Libraries, June (1971), 43-51

'De remarquables revelations sur le Pacifique
sauvage de I'epoque de Louis Becke' (trans,
from English by Bertrand Jaunez), Bulletin de
la Societe des Etudes Oceaniennes, XIV (1970),
381-92. ~ ~ ~

* Former member. Based on work done while a member of the Department
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LANGPON, R.A.
(contd .)

* LARACY, H,M,

LEWIS, D.H.

t MAUDE, H.C., and
* H,E. MAUDE

* MAUDE, H,E,

'Institutional resources', in Australian
National Advisory Committee for UNESCO, Meeting
on studies of oceanic cultures,.., Canberra,
1971, 211-27,

'A short history', Peter Hastings, ed.,
Papua/New Guinea; Prospero's other island,
Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1971, 42-59.

'The archives of the Ma.rist Fathers; addenda'.
The Journal of Pacific History, V (1970), 158-9.

'Italians on the Pacific frontier', Quaderni
dell' Istituto Italiano di Cultura, IV (1971),
67-78.

'lurching Rule and the missions'. The Journal
of Pacific History, VI (1971), 96-114,

'"Expanding" the target in indigenous
navigation'. The Journal of Pacific History,
VI (1971), 83-95,

'Floating Islands', School Family, II (1971),
35-7 .

'Traditional social organization' _in Martin G,
Silverman, Disconcerting issue: meaning and
struggle in a resettled Pacific community,
Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 1971,
23-47 .

'Pacific history - past, present and future'.
The Journal of Pacific History, VI (1971), 3-24,

'South Pacific, Independence and regionalism
in the South Sea islands'. The Round Table,
no, 243 (1971), 369-81,

'The cultural setting', ̂  Honor Maude, The
string figures of Nauru Island, Adelaide,
Libraries Board of South Australia, 1971, ix-xix,

'The documentary basis for Pacific studies'
Library Association of Australia, Proceedings
15th biennial conference, Adelaide, 25th - 29th
August, 1969. Sydney, 1971, 274-85.

* Former member. Based on work done while a member of the Department

Not a member of this University,
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mUDE, H.E. (contd.) 'Documentary resources for the study of Pacific
Islands cultures', Australian National
Advisory Committee for UNESCO, Meeting on
studies of oceanic cultures,,.,, Canberra, 1971,
199-209.

t O'REILLY, P., and
* H.M. LARACY

* RALSTON, Caroline

REID, A.J.S,

* SHINEBERG, Dorothy

* THOMPSON, R.C.

Foreword to Dorothy Shineberg, ed., The trading
voyages of Andrew Cheyne, 1841-1844, Canberra,
Australian National University Press, 1971, vii-ix.

'Bibliographie des presses de la mission mariste
des lies Salomon meridionales', Journal de la
Societe des Oceanistes, XXV (1969), 257-92.
(Appeared too late for inclusion in 1970 Annual
Report) .

'The pattern of race relations in 19th century
port towns', The Journal of pacific History, VI
(1971), 39-59.

'The-birth of the republic in Sumatra',
Indonesia, XII (1971), 21-46.

'Indonesian diplomacy. A documentary study of
Atjehnese foreign policy in the reign of Sultan
Mahmud, 1870-4', Journal of the Malaysian Branch
Royal Asiatic Society, XLII, Pt 2 (1969), 74-114.
(Appeared December 1970).

'New Guinea's neighbours II: what happened
next door? Indonesia's constitutional experience'.
New Guinea, V (1971), 26-32.

'Towards a new Indonesian history'. Hemisphere,
XV (1971), 36-8,

Introduction to John Anderson, Acheen, Kuala
Lumpur, Oxford in Asia Historical Reprints, 1971,
v-xvii.

'Guns and men in Melanesia', The Journal of
pacific History, VI (1971), 61-82.

The trading voyages of Andrew Cheyne 1841-1844,
Canberra, Pacific History Series No. 3,
Australian National University Press, 1971,
xvi + 351 pp.

'Commerce, Christianity and colonialism: the
Australasian New Hebrides Company, 1883-1897',
The Journal of Pacific History, VI (1971), 25-38.

* Former member. Based on work done while a member of the Department,

t Not a member of this University.
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WEST, F,J. 'Fashionable medieval history?', Bulletin of
the Australian and New Zealand Association for
Medieval and Renaissance Studies, VII (1971),
11-18.

'Oceania, history of. Encyclopaedia Britannica.
1971. ■

* YEO, Kim Wah 'The Selangor succession dispute, 1933-1938',
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies. II (1971),
169-84.

* Former member. Based on work done while a member of the Department.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































