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4 survey of the literasture reveals controversy
concerning the ooccurrence, origin, and function of
keratohyalin granules in the stratified sguamous
epithelium of the human mouth and vagira.

The eims of the present study were to esmtablish the
feet that so-called keratchyalin granules are present in
the epithelium of the mucosal surfaces of the mouth and
vagina, to suggest a possible origin of the granules,
and to investiyate any relationship between the incidence
of the granules and degree of keratinization.

The subjects used in the investization were huusn
adults, infents, and foetuses.

_ Histologlcal sections and mucosal smears of oral
epithelium were exemined with the light microscope
feollewing histochemicel treatment. Oral smears were also
exanined by phase contrast mieroscopy snd investigated
with mierobiological culture methods. Otatisticsal
analysis was carried out en the results of differential
counts coneerning the incidence of kcratoh&alin granules
snd the dsgree of kerstinigetion in buceal anears.

Vagiﬁal snears were examined with the light
microscope following etaining by the Papasnicolacu method

end by phase contrast microscopys
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The resulis proved that kerutohyalin granules
ogeurred in both oral and vaginal epithelium, and thet
the appearances were net due to pigments, staining
artefacts, or QiakuongaBAsma.

Granules sppesyed t¢o have their origin in the nucleus
of the e¢pitheliel oell and their incidence bvore no
relationghip to degree of keratinizstion. This last
finding supports the conecept thal the keratohyalin
granulee are not direetly invelived in the process of
keratinizaticn put altimetely become an interfibrillary

component of the keratinized cell.
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This thesgis is submitted in fulfiliment of the
reguirements for the degree of Master of Dental Surgery,
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The thesis contains no material previously
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