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Abstract

Developing an awareness of professionalism:
nursing in Australia, 1899 - 1975
This thesis examines the changing concerns and aspirations of

general nurses in Australia from 1899 to 1975.

It is shown that the first nurses' associations were developed
under doctors' direction; how between the 1920s and World War
Two rivalry and hostility developed between the longer
established associations and the emerging nurses' unions. The
thesis then shows how in the post-war years, nurses' concerns
began to focus on the basic education nurses were then
receiving. These concerns became more vigorously expressed
when in the 1960s nurses began to claim that they should be
accorded the status of professionals in the health care team. They
argued that to ensure this status nursing education should be

provided in tertiary educational institutions.

This thesis further argues that nurses would not have been able
to claim professional status had not the concept of
professionalism changed to admit the new technological
occupations which had developed since World War Two. An
analysis of the writing on professionalism from the early
twentieth century until the 1970s is given as a background to
show how this intellectual debate influenced the attitude of

Australian nurses.

Finally, the thesis considers nursing as a predominantly
women's occupation in the light of the discussion on

professionalism, and describes the changes of the community's
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image of the nurse, which has included the Angel of Mercy, the
battle-axe and the sex-pot. To illustrate the description of these
changes, a number of illustrations are included which are taken

from sources over the period covered by the thesis.
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