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^rs'r1t^c'i'

The thesis analyscs the cÌcvelopnrent of reli¡lious eclucation in Íjoutìr

Âustralia. The analysis is iroliLical , historical ancl sociolo¡iical . It
is divided into three major chapters, one wlrich covers the periocì up to
the L94O Education Âct, thc second v¡tiich concentrates on the post-1940

cl-ranges leatJin¡1 to the inl-roduction of reli¡.iious ecluca'bion into South

Âus'bralian sclrools in 197!l , ancl a third vrhich offers a theory r'¡ith t'¡hich

to assess the si¡lnifica¡rce of tl rc le¡lislaLive and educa'Lional chan¿es.

Trvo otìrer shorb chapters pr.ovitle ¿rn introcìuction, including a brief
surve.y of tlre literaturc, and ¿r concluËion.

The pre-194O clrcrpter introcluces tv¿o arliunien'bs: lirstly, that frorn its
colonial be¡linnin¡1 , the hisLory of ljoubh Äustralian education iras been

overtly a¡d closely tiecì 'Lo a Clrristian 'crar,lition of social morality
and v¡orh ethics, üncl scconclly, 't l-ra't lvhilc Clristianity has provi<lecì a

dominant source of social , occupa.Lion¿rl and educati.onal theory, that
clominance lras not been attained rvi't hout ¿r stru¡,¡ile. Indeed, the sheer

l¡attle to survive as a si¡;nilicant inJìluence has ensured that tÌre various

churclres lrarve had to rnodi:l.y sc.¡mc of tlreir sb¿rnrls, scek unJ.ilieJ-y

allj-ances, defer some ol tlreir,r ioalr.; ancl rc-orienl; sorne of their pracLice

- i.n short, to play ¡rolitics not- only r'¡itit the sta'Le but also arìrol-ti',st

themselves.

These ar¿uments Í;um¡n¿rrisc blre rlevcl-ol)nrcnt of reli¡1ious eclucation in bhis

state - the stolicì 1e¡lislat:-vc i)rot,.ress, thc intense inter-deno¡ri¡ration¿r-L

conflicts (over sucli Íssucs as, Lhe use of the ilibl-c as a text-bool< in
scÌ1ools, the invoLvement of tlic clc=r.11;y in i;hc sclrool tirne-babÌe) - ¿'nci thc

precarious political balance in rvhich 'bhe v¿lr'iour; cliurches co-existed,
mindful of their roLe in helpin¡i to maint¿rin rorclerr a¡trl runit¡,'I in a

sbate underiloill,:, si¡lnificnnt econornic rleveloprnenLs. The latter _'bÌicsis is
predicated on'L;l-¡e tlieory th¿rb tlre lrrocluction of a r'¡orli-force vrlllin¡1 ;;,rrcl

able to sllare ancl enclor,-iã tl rc hcí,,cmonic values of tlle clay is ¡¡ function
of eclucation.

The pos-E-194O cltapter extencls tlre ar¡iunent tliat r'rhifc Clrrj.stian ethi.cs
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renìained al; Ie¡rst tlrc irrr¡rIicj. l, lr¿rsis o,f sclrooli.nl1, tlte explicit 1,ro1,¡¿l.nrnes

of reli¡lious ins'brucLion conLi¡rucd l.o ¡rol;e l)roblerns for the clifferent
denomin¿r'bions. It has [,lrce lroitlbs of focus:
(a) the lreriocl 1940-10û!), rìurin¡1 r,rhich tirne cl-rurch membershi¡r ancl

attendance cleclinccl an<l rcliÍ',ious instruction becane unlrorliable,

(b) the stra'be¡.1y aclopterl in reslionse to this by the protagonists of

reli¡-lious education, ancl

(c) the counter-stratet''if userÌ <.luring the same period by their oitponents.

In tracin¡,1 tire story of the introcìuction ol'reliÍlious education, I note

that its irnplementa'bion vras asl;isted L¡..r' thc com¡rosition of tl-re Steinle
Conmittee, 'bhe availability of interstate ¿rnd overseas reports on religious
education, the sympathetic stance of tLre lÌclucabion l)epartment, the lÌducation

i,linister an<ì the l'remier, cìcnonij-national unity on the question of reli¡¡ious
education ;rntl , I shall arflue, a concern anronÍlst a si¡lnificant prolrortion

of people in this state that social rnorality (includin¡l the v'¡orii ethic)
was uncler somc threat. fn examj.nin¡i the strate¡¡r aclopted by the opponents

of reli¡1ious educ¡ttion, I sug¡iest th¿rt r'uìrile the.y hacl limitecl overt
baclring, they were able to articul-ate the interes;ts of a sizable nninority

ancl , in fÞct, provide ¿rn eflective cou¡rtert o the pro-religious position.

The essencc of'the ar¡pment in tlris clra.¡lter vrill be tha'b the various

clenominations cxperiencerl diffj-culty in rnaintainin¡1 the stru¡:,lll-e to

influence social values ancl tltat, in ordcr to sr:rvive, the I'iethoclist

Churph especially (ancl tl-re otl-rers, to a lcsser extent) used rvhatever

resources they couÌd muster in an a'btenpt to re¡:,ain their influence.
Those resources incluclect some, r,rhich hacl been utilized prior to 1940,

namely, public cìisplays ol polil-ical streni.ltir ¿rnd clandestine schemes

of political intriflue; as lvell, they souliht to broaden their base ol-

influence by l:etting the state ancl altern¿Ltive socio-political rnovenen.Ls

'bo take up their causes.

The rtheoryr cltalrter examines tlre role which christianity plays in an

industrial , capitalist socicty; I note the limi'Led v/orl< done in Australia
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on this rlucr;Lion antJ tlren corn¡l;rre tlrc tlarxist anrì pluralist Llrcories of

rclilliotrr: j"lrJ'Iuencc. i.'iy concl.ul;ion il¡ 'Ll rert,, tcillcn aIonc, t-¡ej. U) rcr j s irt

artìec¡uzrùe cx¡rlanation. Instc¿rd, I su¡1¡lesL 'Ll rat, vrlrilc ¡leneralIy,
clristianity tencls to r,vorlç in f'¿rvour of ror'<lerr anr,l runityr ilt an

econonrj-c, political ¿mr.l socj-¿ll scnse and that tlris tendency is of solne

advanta¡1e to tl-re state, j-n debaiil, the various churches contpete iu

educational, social and political confl-icts ancÌ vary their strate¡lies
to suit the s'Lren¡_l,th or rve¿rl;ness of their respective ¡losition irrbhe
clenominational battle. I furtl'rer ¿rriiuc th¡rt since both the rstater and

the rchurchesr operaLe in a society in r,,¡lriclr economic and j-deolo¡;ical

f actors tencl to have a dor¡rinant inl'l-uencc, then both institutions use

each otller l¿l-len it is ex¡teclient to cio so; and, therefore, in essence,

tend to rely on e¿rctr other f'or 'cheir rcspcc.t ive economic and ideolo¡;ical-

survival.

'1

'l



(-tv)

this thesis contain€¡ no material which has been accepted for the

award of any other degree or dipLoma in ar¡r university and' to the

best of my knowledge and bellef, the thesis contains no material

previously published or written by another person, except when

due reference has been made in the text itself.

Signed
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CllAl"]'l:lt.t

Iìeli¡1ious eclucation ¡as been a ¡rolit,ical issue in Í.jouth Ausbral-ia since

1836. In¿eecl , ¡re n,¡aLter ol religion in 'bl're colony v/¿ìs a significaint

factor in politic¿rl- discussion in llrit¿rin even belore its establishlilent"l

The South Australia Âct of 1t134, which fornrally established the colony,

clealt with the Church-Sta'be cleb¿rte ra¡1in¡1 in llritain at thab tine. Thab

clebate, of vrhethcr the Church shoufcl be subordinate to the State' v/as one

of ¡re rnajor issues affectin¡1 tl re type of'colony r'rlriclt v¡ould develop,

wliile the interest which Non-conforniists and evan¡¡elical dissenters

,Jisplayed in founclin¡1 'bhe colony w¿l; J-argely born of tl're prospect of

I-iavin¡1 no establishrnent church beinri ¿r,iven a l¡rivilelled position' Thus,

even thou¡lh the Âct jid not rellect ttle views of tlie religious voluntaryists,

in ¡re sense that it le¡lally recoflnised tlle Anlll-ican Church as the ex¡rected

pre-erninent Church j-n t[e co1orry2, it tlicl set ttre scene for a

continuin¡: political- battle over the ty¡;e of reli.gious infl-uence v¡hj"ch

should sustain educational ideolofly in the province. That battle had

not ceasecl a century and a h:llf later.

The s¡recific thelnes which tìre reliflious education issue has thrown up

can be divi<ied into two broad cate¡1ories, educational and aclministrative,

bot[ of which overlap and both of whicþ represent arenas of political-

confl-ict.3 Th" erlucational themes include - rsecularr ecìucation, especially

its cìefinitional- nature; moral eclucation, especially its identifj-cation

witl-r reli,gion and religious cl-airns; ancì indoctrination, both with regard

(1) lJ. Pike, rsocial ancl lìeli¡'1ious llack¡¡rouncì to the Foundation of South
Âustraliar, t,l .4. Thesis, University of Adelaicle, 1950'

(2) The Act did not actually establish the Church of Iin¡llzrnd in tlre
colony but it dicl give the oovernor J)or'üer to rrappoint .. . chaplains
¿ìnd clerfrymen of the Establishecl Church of Ent'iland or Scotlancl . . .rr,
seeR.Gouttmern,lTheiioulrlin¡ofaSocj.el';y.APlanforSchoolst,
semina¡ paper (unpublished), 1-967, p.3.

(3) This c¿rtegorisation f'ollov¡s A}nond ancl VJool"cocl" in their preface
to Tl're Relillious Dducation Contro ver::v- ljouth Australia' I974-75,

no.7, I'Iurra.y Parl< CollelÌe of Advanced litìuc¿rtion' 1976'
l'lurray Parl< Sources in the llis'bory of Soutlr Australian liducation



to currj.cula con'Lcnt ancl te¡ichcr-ncutratlity. 'l'lre ¿.rclrrinistrative themes

inclurle - tlle lrr<>¿rr.l r¡ucst;ì.on 9f- tltr> (.llurclt-ÍiL¡rtc reI¡rLì-onsì ri¡; inc1rttì.inri

t;l rc Ii¡ll beLwge¡ -1.¿rw 1¡rl rr:1ilr.i or.ti.i (:tlu<:lrtio¡l lrtttl -i Lr; cotitpL.i.t'tcrtLitr'.y

i,ssue of conscientous olt.i ecl,iorr; ¡rrlrl curri.cu.lii clcvo.l-ol,lrrcnl-, ¡-larticul¿lnI.y

in rela¡fon -Lo tl rc plrtici-¡latory r.oIe ¡rlayed by l)arcnt$, ¡tolitici;-tlls,
¿rc¿rclemics, education rle¡tartrnen'l- ar<ilrrinistrators, clìurcÌies and other

pressure ílroups. OuL of ¡r con¡;idcr¡rtion ol bÌtesc ttlelnes erflanate ¡lolitical
quesl;ions of cotlsJ)irûcy, ex¡>erliency, rhe'l-oric and Ìlei'';en)ony. 'l'c¡ enable

'bhese political cluestions to be ¡iivcn l-¡oLLl retrolll)ec.l-ive distance as \/e11

as alalytical brearlth, the j.s¡;uc ofì relilllous educabion in thls thesis

v¡ilI be breaterl lristorjcalfy ¿rnrl sociolo¡1icall1r. ìiy ¡iim is to preserve

¿rnr,l illustrate tlrc rich lrist.<;ry r,vlrjclr reli¡',ious; ecluc¿rLion in this state

has enrlurecl as lvel-l- ¿rs to unravel- sonre ol l-hc conl.elìtious political

strrr¡1;,iles whiclr h¿ìve lreen a pnrt oJ.'that hì.sLory. ','ll rj-le|he rnajor focus

v¡j-11 be clirectecl bowar<.] tl re 197|i inl,rotìucbion oÍ' a nel'v 'lleligious
Eclucationr course into statc sclroolr;, bl ris ¡tarLicul¿r controversy calì

Serve aS a casc-stuily for tltc ltro¿rrlcr issues I¡rentionec-l above.

The controversial. ¡r¿¡.bure ol rclj..rlious; eclucation is weII j,llus-braterl iry

the'Litl-e ¡liven to a sliorl; ¡Lrl.icle'in ¡r 11)71) lssue of tl-le South Australian

Te¿rctrers Journal-.4 l/rittcn by the Co-orr-lin¿r1;or ol l-l re 1ìeli¡;ious lìcLuc¿r-i;ion

irro jec'b 'Iea.nr, Âl,an t'linnes, 't,lte Li LI¿: al;lis rr.lhy reJ-i.,,,ious ecluca.Uion i,n

scllools?r '.i'ha1- ilucl.ì tt (iuer.;tiiotl il; l;till- l;ein¡; lloser.t , f:ive yearfl ¿lfter

tÌre course v/as in.t ror.luced irrto s't a[.o scl'ìooIs, e.tlritos't 50 years ¿,rfter

reli¡iious instructj-on lv¿ìri f irs t; florln¿rlfy lrrovicìecl tvi.Lhirl tkre s'L¿rtc sclroof

tirrre-taltlc, a¡rcl ¿rlnrost 1-l;O yearíi al'tcr tlre v¡l rol-c issue v/as raisecl v¡il-Ll

resl)cct to Íior-rtll Âustr-¿rli¿ur sclroolinir,, is inrlicative of -bl-ie ratlrer
precarious ¡:ositiou v¡lrich l,lte course hol-ds in tlre existin¡1 curriculurr.

Inrleecl , the v;ho1e ¿ì.rticle reprcscnl-s a very rìefcnsive ancl , at tirles,

sel-f-conscì,ous ¡le1 l-o te¡tclrcrli orì LIre value of the course: for e).éuili)let

bhc ra'bher su¡r¡rlic;r'binll .jus1 ificatj-<;¡r l-l rirt

ttlìcIi¡lious eclucatiott is íì J)roitr¿tm, llased on ,';ouncl

educa Lional- ¡>hilosoplry, tl.irec t ed tov¡arcl specif ic
educa'bional nccdc ¿rrttl rrrcl;entecì in ¿ìll operlt
ob.jec'b:Lve rnanner ... rcliliioutl; etluca't ion as a proÍir
'bo enli¡ilrtcn ratlrer l-ìr¿ur Lo insLruct, to ecÌucate
rather tlran inclocLrin¡rLe, tìcsc:rves eonsitlera.bion by
all sclloof s. ttll

I

I

aJn

(4) Â. t'ti¡rnes, rlllr.y reli¡',,ioul; ctluc¿rtio¡r in scitools?r ,

'I'eachers Journaf , lrcl)ruar! 14 , I97! , ¡.'.11;.

( L, ) ibid.

iioutLr Âustralian
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1n ir.rì<lition, tlre l¡ro¿rrl <lefinit;j.o¡t of'r'cIi¡',iotr irr;

rrer .';yl'i {;enl of bclicf ri r l)r¿ic ti ces írn(l ex})eri ertccs
'Ltrrou¡1lr lvl riclt ¡rco¡llc J'inrl tnc¡rninl 1 ¿rnt.l l)url)osc
L'or lif'err

tencls to emphasize the retrcat which defenclers of tlte course have hacl

to malce to sustain as an educational-Iy-important study. \fho could argue

that a subj ect so defined v¡as not educationally essential?

The Nin¡res article further inclicatcs the contentious nature of religious
education by reiterating the cluestions v¡liich have traditionally been

ainlecl at it. Thus, the o¡-lenin¿j par¿ìgraph ¡loses that

"The title of this articlc can be interpreted in a
number of wqys. It nri¡1ht be a question of rvl¡r religious
education anri not Clristian educabion or more
specifically denominational education? Or it might
mean why religious education ancl why not reÌi¡1ious
instruction? Or it coul<.ì simply be, vrhy have
reli¡iious education at aII in a secular institution?"6

Perhaps tirese c¡uestions are perennial; certainly tliey have not been

resol-ved clurin¡1 a century and a half of reli¡iious debate in South Australia.

The follovring chapters trace ttrat cìebate, indicating its legislative

ramifications (especiall.y the 194O ancì the 1972-74 Ilducation Âcts), its
party-political utilization, its ecìucational lunction and its economic-

political context. Chapter Tv¡o covers thc period up to 1940 rvhen tire

clergy were first aflolved to teach lìeli¡iious Instruction durj.n¡i norntal-

school-tinle in state schools. Chapter 'Ilrree deal-s r,vith the aftermath

of 'Lhat legislative chan¡1e, culnrinatin¡4 in the decision to introcluce

lìeli¡¡ious [ducatiotr into state schools by reformin¡; the I972-I9'74

Iiclucation Act. Ilobh these chapters are historically orienta'ced' concen'bratinl'1

on the conflicts over tinre r.vlrich tl re issue of 'reli¡¡ious eclucationl

generated and, therefore, seel<in¡1 to explain 'l-lre political manoeuvres as

more than just a development of ic.leas. 'llre intetlectual- history is not

ignored but it is ¡pounded in 'bl're econornic ancl social circumstartces from

v¡hiclr tl-re political struÍlgles enr¡rn¿rted. Cha¡rter Four, v¡hile not opting Í'or
a cornpletely a-historical approach, offers a bheoretical fra.mework '"vj-th which

to explain and assess the educational and legislative changes

(ú) ji¡icl..
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associated vrith the rreli¡1ious ecìuc¿rtionr issue. 'l'hi''; theory dra',vs

heavily on a sociolo¡1ical lreatment of the role of reli¡1ion in a

ca¡titalist econonry ancl ¿¡ims to explain tiie conl'licts in terms of a

constant (6ough not even or reliular) politiceil stru¡1lle. In other ',vortis,

I seelc to avoicl observin¡1 -bire battles surrounclin¡¡ tl-ie religious education

issue as being isolatecl an<l insular ancl instead, attempt to place them

within a broader rationale v¡here their I cut a¡td tlrrustr does not ignore

their social and ¡rolitical influences.

It is important 'bo concentrate on a v¡icler context if only to cleal l'ritl'i

the extravagent clainrs rnacìe on behalf of religious education. For

exampler'I'.Â. Pries'br in listin¡1 seve

religious instruction in state school

provided social stability, moral trai
c

as well as the basii for de¡nocracy' tI
and intercultural understanding.T tt religion is such a powerful

cultural cìeterminant then its detlree of influence as well as its nature

cleserves to be i¡ssessecl as a he¡ienlonic force in ot¡¡ society. If it is

not, then an expLanation for the chasrn l¡ebv¡een its rhetoric and its reality
deserves equal assesslnent. fn eitlLer case' reli¡iion does teach that

certain social principles antl ltoals shoultl provide ¡luidelines for jus'l"ice

ancl other political concepts ancl it is these political f.',uidelines which

form the interes't of this thcsis.

A second claim macle on ì¡ehalf'of reliiliour; ¡reo¡tle ¿rl-so deserves at'bention.

rIt is sometirnes naively assumed tlrab oril¿urised interventions
by Christians in politics are necessaril¡r beneficial
because they are Clrristia¡r b.y intenttt8, (ernpl-rasis added)

lvrote Leicester l¡/ebb inclicat,in¡ithe criticaL stance'bhat should be appl-ied

to any ase¡essment of reli¡1ious polibics.

ljut it is not just the clai¡ns tnacìe by reliliiouls supporters r,vhich are

(7) T.A. Priest, rIìeliliious instruc'bion in s't ate schoolsr , The Forum

. of Bducation, VoI.l-5, A¡lril , L|)57 .

(s) L. t'/ebb, rCtrurches ¿rnd the Australian cornmuni'Lyr 'in Education l"95tl-1959, 1't.97.

j,lelbourne Studies
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exLravaf.lent or lvl rich invitc l¡roa.<l ¡-r¡ralysil;. L'lro follolin¿1 provocativc

st¿r'LelnenLs are cxanr¡>J.cs.

rrReIill.ion bocornc¡; Ll re cotn¡rcns¿rLjon f'or l;l re tlisl:rj.vj.IcÍiecl
sLal,us orìc occul )jcl; jn Ii f'c or j.t, lrl 1;l tc consLrucl, of'
the socially ruealt rvl ro f i¡tl rt the ritrorìJ¡ i.ly ¡lro<lucin¡.1
values such as humility and sel-f-sacrifice."9

"lìeli¡¡ion tras not tal<en a spec'Lacular part in our past.rl 10

rr...there have L¡ccn'br'ro ¡ireat anii rlecisive ideological
conflicts peculiar to Âusbralian tristory, and both
have centred on tlre role of reli¡1ion - in education,
and in politics. otlrer unic¡ueIy Australian issues have
come ancl gone. Only thesc ltave enrlured, and only these
can match the divisive pov/er of the other f'feat dispute'
l-abour versus capital ... reli¡1ion and anti-reli¡1ion'
sectarianism and clenon¡in¿rtionalism lie at tlle core of
Australian tife an<l provj.rle a key vital 'bo our
historical unclerstandj.ng. "ll

Thus, by avoiding a narrow analysis of church politics, these often ¡¿rand

and occasionally damning clainrs can be nrore ri¡lorously assessed. Ilowevert

there are theoretical problems involved in treating religion broadly. One

of the major difficulties is the ex'bent to whicll aly one sect or

denomination can be classifiecì as thomofjeneousr. I'los'b religions, in fact,

are quite hetero¡leneous both in a social and an ideolo¡1ical sense. I¡or

exam¡:le, Iìoman Catlrolicisrn is, in reality, com¡rosed of a number of d-ifferent
rreli¿lionsr: one l'¡lrich caters for intell-cctual-s, ano'blrer r,vhich caters for

Less-educated or un-eclucatc<ì ¡reoplc, :rnother v¡l ricit c¿rters for Catitolics

who ra¡ely attencl i,iass, anotlrer for clevout, practisin¡1 Cailiolics etc. In

other worcls, rvithj-n the one reli¡iion tl lere arc distincb diversities v¡hich

could be distinfluisliecl by tlreir ¡norc-or-less aclherence to rpopularr Catlrolic
rphilosophical I Catholicisrn anrì I stric Lr Catholicisrn. /r further <ìiversity

(o ) tt. lrol, Ctuistianity in Ctrains, TÌiotnas t'lelson (hust) lta., Sy<lney,
1309 , pp.41-4tl .

(10) Statement by J.D. IloIIen narle in rlleLj.ljion itr Australian society. An

historianrs viev¡r, a Lei¡',lr Co1le¡1e Open Lecture, 1-973, quotecl by
Patricl< OtF¡rgelL, rtVritin¡1 tLre 1',cnerail his'bory of Australia¡r
reli¡¡ionr , Journal of lleli;lious llistorY

Sl'ì r

( 11 ) Patrick 0rI¡arrell, ibicl. ¡ f l) .70-71' .

, Vol.9, No.1, 1976, P.63.
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can l)e observed re11ardin,l thc ¡tolil;ic¡rl tlrur;L of'<liflfercnt ¡'¡oups; of,
say, Iìoman Catltolics; the radical C¿r'Llrolics -bcnd to lrold quite contraclictory

attitudes towarcls theolo¡jy as well as politics ¿urd, therefore, to J-urn1r

both or all ¡'.roups under tlie one faith in any theoretical sense, v'tould

be to ignore the complexity of the religion and to misjudge the poJ-ì-tical

si¡¡nificance of rnuch of its theoLo¡',ical , social and educational- ',uorll .

This thesis attempts bo aclinorvleclge tlre diversity vrhich characterises the

Australian religions by observing the role which factíons have plqyed in
the stru¡4gle to teach reli¡¡ion in state schools. In particular, the

pro¡lressive faction wi'bllin the ltietlroclist Church receives detailed observation

since lt was this ¡iroup which v¿as inCluential in re-directing the atten'bÍon

of the l',{ethodists toward various social- and educational issues during the

Iate sixties and early seventies in South Âustralia.

A danger inheren'b in tracing the factional b¿rttles and indeed, in tracing
any political struflgler is to resort to a rav¡ theory of conspiracy to

explain the successful manoeu\¿res of one particular protagonist. This

thesis aims to avoid such a theory by deliberately focussing on'bhe rvider

ramifications of strug¡,le althou¡lh v,'itiiout neÍtlectinil the specific aspects

o:t intrigue whiclr inevitably cons'biLute such s'bruggles.

I accept Laidlerrs rlefinition of conspiracy -
rrconscious, co-orrlinate<ì , covert action v¡i'l-lr tire
intention of brin¡',in,l about a nrutuctlly desired
result"l12

as appliecl to tlvo jlrou[)s ancì I note his other observ¿rtion tl-iat

rrthe 1:ur1>ose of collusion is to ensiure that things
do not t just happenr, but rather to ¡iive tlre course
of events a kicÌl i¡r thc ri¡irt direction. Conspiratorial
actions are facil-itated both by informal networks
and more formal or¡4anisatior'r"rr1-3

llovrever, as Laidler admits, conspiracj-es, by their secretive nature, ¿ìre

extremely difficult to explain in any concrete sense and, in any case'

(1.2) Paul Laidler, rThe fall of l(elvin .. . ancl the return of the
No.7, October, 1,976¡ p.77.conspiracy theory I ,

(13) ibid., pp.tl0-B1.

Intervention
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evcn if convincilì/l evi(lcncc is rrnfo.L(tctl orte neetl noL irrL<:r¡lret s¡.recif ic

cab¿rlistic actions ars l>ein¡', isolaterl or ullrel-íìted tc¡ ¡t l¡roader exercil;c

of political pressure or influcnce. IIy viev¡ is tlt¿rb to treat certain
runclerhan<ìr befraviour as cons¡.rirntorilL is to lle too crude. fnsteitr-l ,

I prefer to locate sucþ l¡elr¡rviour vritlrin ¡r total l)ov/er stru¿¿],Ie arlbitou¿1Ir,

at the same tine, bo concede tl rat cerl,¿rin ne'br,vorl<s clo exisi;, r,rllerell.y certail-l

expressions of j,nterest can ì)e f'¿rcilit¿¡ted. fn ¡trelerin¡1 a less crucie

approacl'r I arn intenctin¡,i to ¿¡voj.cl ¡iivin¡', tl're rvron¡1 enr¡.rltasis to alle¿;ed

cons¡tiracj-es wiren they are used L;o ex¡rlain controvcrsi¿rl pieces of

Ieflislation, to the extent tlr¿it t-lrey be¡iin to 1oo1< lilçe runder-t'¡orIcl I

aberr¡rtions an<ì, therefore, cluitc a¡rirrt from tl're norrnal rvorl<in¡1s ol
political organisíìbion. fn oLher vrorcls, f arn concedin¿1 that cons¡riratorial

beltavi.our occurs but tlrat it is best, ¡-Ln¿rfysecl as a.ri exl)l'essiolt ol he¡elnonic

povrer ratlrer than as an examlrlc of extra-orctinary, isolatecl politicl<irr.l-,.1'l

Tlris approach will ite acloptecì in rn5, r-rnal.yr;is of tl-re leilislative charr¡¡,es

to the Education Âcts of 1i)4O ancl 1'9'/2-Il)74.

A further problem for the l;trrrlenb ol reliflion ¿rnd one v¡hich I have tencled

to i¡¡nore is the st;atus of reli:liort vis-a-vis linowled¡¡e. lJhile this
probJ-em is lar¡iely ¿ÌlepistenìoLo/Iical ancl ¡rltiloso¡thic¿rl one and does not

often directly cncroach ul)on the sttrdy ol reli¡1ious lroJ-itics, never-blre-J-ess'

it cleserves at least brief corrsicìer¡rt.ion slnce 1t represents tlle iras;is

of in'tq[ectual relij-lious clelr¿rte. Tlre ttruestions are easy to ¡rose. If

(I4) C.f . Laidler who lvrote

"Cons¡tiracies occur at- ¿rI1 levels o.l capitillist rufe. There
is no sin¡¡le nronolitltic conspiracy. 1l an event a1:pears to
be the result of a conspiracy, it is necessary to local"e
tlre particular inclividuals ancl or¡4ilnisations behind it. ;:''

conspiracy theory shoulcì r'iot attelnpt to re¡r.lace a class
analysis of power by ¡',oin¡1 otrtsi-<le it and conrin,il up r,vitlr
an external , isolated consfiiracy. 'I'ìre consJliracies ta]<e
pLace witl-iin tlre cir¡ti'ba1is;t cIa.'js ancl its state apparatus.rl

ibicl . , ¡>. tì2 , Laic.llerrs ¿rrticle lvasi a response to Iielvin Iìovrley ,
tThe fall_ of Labor ... anrl .t lre return of bhe 19tj5 Chil<o llolll,
Intervention, llo.6, June, 1976' in whicþ Rovrley explained the
sackinfi of tlre l,Jtiitlam CovernntenL in 1975 in conspirational
terms. Iìowley answered LaidÌer in Intervention , lrlo . B, l,larch,
L977 ín a short rejoincìer, Tlarxislri and cons¡>ir¿rcy tlleories:
a reply to Paul Laidlerr .



relj-11Íon i s .1'undarlenl.;aLIy Lo rlo rvi l;lr. rt-itì tlrr , bhcn, in v¡l la't sense c¿ìIl

it; lte rell¿ìr(le(l ¿ìs tob.jectivc ltnorvlc:<.l1ic | ? 1l rr:l j-¿';ion íì!lsumes tll¡rt
rricri¡ttrrrer is r0o<lrl: wOFdrr tìren tloel; tlris introclucc a nOtion o['

irral ionality sincc, if' tlrcrc is r¡o (lorl Llle¡i rcl j-¡1i.ous linovrl-ed¡;e is

simlrly faitþ ancl ins¡rir¿rtion'/ 'j'his; dortl¡bful status rvlliclr reli¡lious

knowlerÌ1¡e posesses also lteJ,,s ute tlr.restion of indoctrination. \ihll-c

there is no <loultt bha'b rel-i¡,;ion lrarl; a lon¡1 ancl sustainerl traclition oÍ'

Ilnor,vled¡1e and tllat it ha¡; l¡een ¿rnd;;t-ill is inbellecbually importan't-

many people, tl-rere is J-e¡libi¡n¿r't,e susl.ricion al¡out both bhe rationality

the methotlolo¡Iy of unclcrsl.¿urrlin,r,, rcJ-i¡lion ¿rnrÌ ¿rbout tl re intentiort a¡rcl

thereflore the conscclucnces ofl te¿rchÌn¿ ib. I)ut r-lif'flercntly, lvliart are

the metl-rocls lor a¡t¡traisinli 't,hc trut.ir or 1¿rl-siLy of reJ-i.'1ious cl¿rir¡s?

relitiion just re-irìtcrì)retinl ,, secul¿rr l,.norvleclr,,c or is there sorne ¿ì.rea

o.f unilerstandin¡1 vrhicll is tlie :.;oIe lrrcscl'vc ol reliilion'?

Lo

of

T.-

I'he ansvrers ¿ìre d.llfj-cutt since a rlef'jni1.ive analysis of tlle teachirrg

of rreli¡1ious knovrlecl¡ier our',lrt to talic in account ltotlr tlte moral accepL,ability

of such erlucation an(l alr-;o the rat-iona]i. l-.y of j.ts net.ìrocloIoJ{y ¿ìncì, for

many 1-leo1tle, tlrat nray prescnt ¿In ull-eaÍ.iy conbradiction. fn any ca.set

this thesis rìoes ¡ìo'L attempb to resolve tlre issue of'the status of
rrelifiious lino',vlecl;1er althou¡il r clIa.I) ter lour does 'clabble' v¿ith it.

As Jrreviously rnentionecì 1;lre tliru¡;1, of Llri:; tliesis is Ìri¡storic¿r1 ancl

sociological ratÌìer tllan ¡rhiloso¡rlij-cal ;rl.thou¡¡lr, ol course' the r-lelil-tiation

of all tlrree;rpprolrches cannot ancl sllould not. lre clear]-l/ or slmpl.y nracle

j-n any potitical study. ,cjarìl.y, tlte study ol rcli¡,;ion irt Australia lla,s

tencìecl to be very lrarrovr. It li¿rs ¡,,cneraJ-ly becn ¡rurely educational- or

purely ¡rhiloso¡rlrical. or ¡rurely sociolo¡iical or purely historical erncl ,

v¡her.e the thenre lr¿rs been ¡rol.iticetl , tlrc inl-crest has tencled to be ¡:arty

¡rolitics or internal clrurch politics. l;'urbhernìore, irll of the ap¡lroacltes,

as rvel-I ¿s bein¡1 narrow have usually been ch¿r¿rc't erised ìr¡r a s!ìall-o1'rness

rvþicli has hacì tlre effect of denyin¿¡ bo'l-h [,]-re cornplex c]evelopment of

relitJion in Australia ancl also tlre conrplex inl'Iuence rvhiclr peo¡>lers

reli¡lions have had on rnorerlity, e<ltrc¡rtion, worll and ¡tolitics in this;

country.

Iror exatn¡lIe, the eclucationally-ori-e¡rtabed s'bur,lies ìr¡rve rarely l¡roadened

lteyonrì the issues of tvl)etirer thcre slloulr-l be rcli¡1ious instruction i-n

state schools¡ whetlrer such cour*sindoctrinate or not and to v¡ha'b exbcnt
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sucì ì cor¡rsc!l colìr;Li LuLe nroral .,,l,.,.,-rL.i-or,.1ll A rlcep exittrllnittion of' tl rc

extcnL to w¡jch rcltrisLilnr v¿lucÍ; IrcrrrìeíìLc ¿'LII sclrool currioulíl lt¿rl; lrot-

oocurrecl; an anatlysis ol' bl re ro.l.e of clrurcltes itrt<l otller rcli¡r,ioul; l)resFJurc

groups in influencin¡i curricul¿r has ¿rlso l¡een ignored; no rvorli on blre

structural linl<g L¡etween the rcltristianr values tau¡1ht ab school and

the job attitucìes clenan<lefl Lry itrrlustry has been fortþcoming. In fact tþe

onlypoliticalintercstwlriclrreli¡',iousecìucation''.¡riters]ravesl.iot,¡n
has been in the are¿r of public lun<1in¡-1 of 1rriv¿rbe scirools ancl colleges

an¿ nrucrr of t¡¿rt Ìras been crur-le, ¡rl'rrtis'n politicl.it¡1.1G

Amon¡1st the literature whicþ ta.l<es a philosol>hical aì)proach, tire atter-rtion

Lencìs to be concentrated arouncl such issues as ntoral resf)orlsibj-Iityt

incloctrination, the rconsciencer anrl free lvil-I. Australian debates rarely

taclcle such thel¡es as the existenÇe of rGo<lr, truth, evil or justice ernd'

tÌrerefore, the bulli ol Lhe intellectu¿il input of reli¡1ious philosophy ìras

been from abroa¿: the fact that our reli¡iJ.ous philosolrhers llave 'Ðeerì

ra'blrer parochical has probabl-y ferl to the s¡tarsc clevelollment of reli¡;ious

st'cr1es facurties in Âustralian ter Liary i¡rs l-i t,-,'bions.17

In the area of reli¡lictus sociologyr sorne
1lt

by i,'lol.''' IIe l'ras attentptecl to cover tlle

educa'bion and occupation in ttris country

a sta-bisti",r.l o.r".19 The clirL¿r v,¡lricll iiol

fro¡n Census compilation, private surveys

very extens;ive rvorl< has been clone

rel-al.ion betr,veen reliljion ¿rnd

¿rltl rouilh hls anal.ysis is l-ar¡;el-y

and oLhers ttavc used ei-tller corile

or opinion ¡tolls. The Census,

(15 ) T.'he Journal o.t Clristi¿in IÌrìucation is a rellresctrtabive exaurrllle.

(1tj) J.S. Gregory, Church a¡rcl State , Cirssell, Jìclboltrne, '1973 
t t-s

somev¡hat exceptional to tliis ¡ieneral-isa tion.

(L7 ) lì.. campbeLl, rT[e character ol Australia¡ relil'1iont, ileaniin
(luarterly, lJinter Lssue, Vol .3L,, Iilo.2, lìerrcl-t t 7l)74r p.179.

See lliblior),raphy, p.173for a list of his Publicntions.(l-8)

(1e ) llis booli, Clrrisl;i¡rnit.y in Cltair¡s , ír l- bernl)tg a broacìer aural¡'sis.
rnciclentally, blrj_s stu<ly, wÌìiclì rvas not llublislrerì un
the first sociological inbcri-rrcb¿rblon o1' reli¡iion in

ti1 1969, \',¡tls

AustraLia. It'
¿rnd his later bool<, Iìclirlion in Aus brali ¿¡: a socioloqical inves Ûi¡latlorr
remain the only cotn|relìensive sociolo¡1icaI studies of re ligion ir-r this
country.
lI .B. Data for the earl-icr ¡ootr ïäÉ reprorlucecl in 't i're lal,ter.
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()f'couríle, nìerc1.y íIril(f:¡ tlte volul¡l;Ltl'.y t¡uclit;i.otr of' r'c1:i 1'i-<lr-rs (or

<.lcnornin¿r.biOut) ít(llìcrcnco íìtXl, con$()(1uen|';ly, I)rovidcl] ¡'lo l'ílni ic of

corlvictiot1. 'lhe olrinion l)oIIÉi ¿rrc ¡rlnrc¡l;t; ¿rs crur-lc. l"or exantple, iìn

ACD pOLL 'baken in 1-9-/4 asllcd il ,OOO res¡;onden'Ls aboul, the de¡gee of' rrjrlitlrrr

that they hacl in tlre churcLi, Clocì ¿rnrl seven other instj-tutions or 
"ot."1, 

l-".20

l-ronl the results, the fol-lovrin11 claims tvet'e rnacle: 'bliat churches ¿rre less

popular than Gocl , bhab the rneclic¿¡l proCession is more ¡.,opular tlran eÍtlrer,

that women are more inclinecì tlran nren to trus1- tiod ¿rnd the churchr-blrat

rnore trig¡Iy e<ìucatecì ¡reople arc rnore FjcepticaL of L¡oth Cocl and tlre cirurQh,

ttra'b Liberal voters lrave ¿r jÌ,rcatcr trust in (iocl ¿rnc.ì the churcl'r than Lrave

Labor voters, tha'b youn¡l lteo¡rlc arc rilorc scelltical of both than ¿:.re olcier

people, that CatirolÍcs llavc a lli,r,,l rcr fevel- o.C faith itl (.lod ancì tLie clìurch

th¡:¿-r l.tave ottrer reli¡iious f,,roul)r.i. 'l'lrur:;, only the lnosL banal correlal-ions

ancl conclusions can be ¡narle. Âpr"ivrrLe s.iurvcyl can be ¡nore uscful c.le1:encìin¡,

on tlle use for ',vhiclr it is inteuclerl anrì, oltviously on L;he detail- and

extcn'L of tÌ-re qpesLioru:aire ( r; ) i,urcl saritple (s ) . Sornc r'iliiclr have beerl

concluctecl by p¿ybicular rlenonrinations l-o ¿rsscss; their ovn recruiting campaÍgtrs

iìï'e of Iinitecl ,""tt1 but otircr-s sucl) ¿rll i.olr:; labc 1'JUUs stucl¡,22 invite

v¡ic1er ¿rpptication. fionte survcyri orl relil',iour; cr,lucatj.otr in sc]rools have

ìteep useful, bul- n¿rturally, onl.y in a restr-ic|...,] t".t"".23 In suntmary,

the sociolo¡.1y of rcli,riion in Austrrtlia i.s a vcr.y tt";lr, ,t t.ad of acadenric

enc¡uiry ¿ln¿ sti1.l- ¿tv¡irits arr anr.rlysir; ol tÌ¡e iìerr1er"' ' or \'Jeber-" ciullÌt¡'.

(20 ) lhe Ane, AIrrj-I 15, L9'/4, 'I'he r-rirte+,
the churclr, 'l-lre nretìical 1-lrol'cl;sion,
justice of bhc lavr, astrolol'¡r , 'bllc:

newsÌ)al)ersr scicnce ¿rntì (jot.l .

e,fi. Uni't in¡1 Churclt surveY, 'l I re .Àtlver biscr

rr¿lre¿ts of' l¡el-icÍ-rr \'.rere, in ortìer,
:r,overlìrirenbl¡ irr lleneral , i:Iie

lronesty of [.he ¿rveraÍ];e 1)ersont

('r1)

(?'¿-)

, J Lrnc il , I97[.) , 1; . l) .

II. I';o1, Iìelil,.ion in Âul; tr¡rli¡-r: a l;ociolo:,.ic¿rL itrvestifiation, llelson,
f tel-bourne , L)-/L.

invcs'1.;if l¿r t.ion in.[,o ¡;u1ri1 | s ¿,i l-.1-itudes t<¡(23) e.f{. A.\'i. ìll¡.tclç,tAn
religious cclucatio¡r
[ducation, Vol. ].3 , J

(u4 ) Peter Iler¡1r:r,
ìlritain, i-907,

( 2:r ) I iax lleber, I'he I)rotestrtnt litl ric i.rnr.l t-ire S

by Talcott l)arsons
cdition ) .

in ,rlovernrncnL sclrool-sr t Journal of Clrristian
une, I'J'/O, ¡rnct .I .l¡.C. lìoulston, tA'bl-itudes ol

a samltle of scnior strrrlenl.s to reli¡',i.ous i¡rstruction in (Jueensla¡cI

state hi j{lr sclroolsr ,
September, -If)75.

,Journ¿rl o1' Clrrrstian lìcluca.t ion, L'apers 53,

'lhe ljocj.af lic¿rlit.y of lleli¡1ion, Pen¡iuin ljool<s, (.lrea.t

¡rnd Tlle Iloise ot- Íiolcnn As;s<ttnblies, Clrris-bi¿rn
Oonl¡ni tnren t an<l tlre IìeI.i.r,ious IÌs;'b¿ibl-isli¡rren'b in ltrncricar, l)oubleclllY ,

IrTev¡ York, l-1)b1 .

i-rit of C ital-isnt ( tr¡rnsla l-ccl.

of 1930, AIlcn a.nrì tlnvtin, Lonclonr 194u ( reprint
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Religious history falls into two categories. I'irst,r the centenary or

other histories of specific churches and seconclly, the broader documentation

of religious establishment, growtll , clecline a¡rd influence. The former are

alvrays written by <tevotees ancl , 'bþerefore, suff er the Tbsence of any

external criti<lue.26 Amon¡¡st tlre latter, some very cletailecì work l'r¿rs

been done, especially by nly?7, Con,lor,28, and French29, t/hile metny of

the good histories of religion in Âustralia i"aclile political themes,

there has been no grappling witl'i the political- ideology of religion in
their schola¡sþip. This is not surprising since it has received a.btention

in the Unitecl Stabes3o only very recently althou¿h not in any profounci

sense. The only other politico-religious stu{ies have been of the

influence wtiich cer'tain churches have hacl r,vithin political parties in
Australia ancl these have tended to concentrate on tlre Catholic Church and

the Australian Labor Party/Democratic Labor Party. \'Ihile these issues are

significant and the writers have ¡ienerally coverecl them adequatety t'.,

they are narrow in that they are almost entireLy devoted to electoral

(zo) e.¡1. ll.R.'l'aylor, The llistory of Churcl-res of Cl-rrist in South Auslralia
l-846-L959, The Church of Cl'rist Evan¡1elistic Union Inc., Adelaide, l-959.

(27) R. [l1y, rGod, the Churches anci the Ilakin¡¡ of the Australian Commonwealth',
Unpublishecl Ph.D. Thesis, University of Taslnania, L975.

(2Éf ) B. Condon, rRhetoric ancl iìeality; Â iitucly of South Äustraliars
Ileligious fnstruction Âct of 1fl4O anrl its I'recursorsr, Un¡ublished
llaster of Iiclucation Thesis, I''linclers Universityr 1978.

(29) t.l. French, rCirurches and Society in South Austral-i¿r' 1tì90-1900;
a¡r exercise in reassurancer, Unpublished I'l .4. I'hesis, ltlinders
University, 1969.

(30) ,e.g. R. Craig, I ldeolo¿I¡ as LJnited litates reli¡1,ious history: t]rr:
political- econonry of reli¡-lionr t lìaclical lìelision , Vol .III, llo.1 ,

1976, an<i L. Pritcharcì, rllistoriotfaphy of religion in the Unitecl
Statest, Radical Rqliglon, Vol.III' lio.1, 1976.

(31) The definitive worlç on the A.L.P./t¡.L.p. linl:s rvith the C¿rtÌrolic
Church is Robert llurray, The S1r Ii'b Australian Labor in the ['iftiesr
Chestrire, llelbourne, 197Or see ¿rlso, I'.L. Reynolds, The Dernocratic
Labor Party, The Jacarancla Press, Queensland, L974' pp.4B-7L.
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and party politics.

Vlhile this political study of reli¡tious education a'btempts to avoid bhe

naffo\\¡ and shallorv approaches which have ten<led to characterise previous

literature on this theme, it cloes not aim to provicle an adequate analysis

of religion, .PgS, in Âustralia. Ilovrever' tvithin its modest terms

of reference, it does seeh to indicate a methodolo¡¡r which could be

applied to a more ambitious study.
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CILAI''I'IÌII 1I

IN'i'IIODUOTION

this challter introrluces trvo ar.1 'Unrents. The first is that from even its
colonial- be¡¡inning, the history of South Australian education has been

overtly and closely tied to a clristian tradition of social morality and

work ethics. ldhile this ar¡lrment is unrema-rl<able (since it is neither
new nor amazing! ) it is worth summarising the development of reJ.igious

education to indicate that it was charracterised by stolid legislative
progress a¡rd by ¡-.peat inter-denomin¡-rtional conflict. In other words, in
spite of the fundamental consensus rjurrounding the importance of a broadly

christia¡r approach to eclucation, the specific use of the Bib1e as a text
bool< and the involvement of the cler¡'.y in the state school time-t¿rble

was the subject of immense cìebate.

I v¡il1 suggest that the 1940 resolution of that conflict can be explained

in terrns of denominational politics and that tlre mai,n reason why it toolt

over half a century to resol-ve was that tÌ're absence of rReligious Instructionr
represented no major deficiency to the existj-ng school curriculum. Because

the stato schools were already providin¡1 a basic christian educati.on, the

fact that no specific rreligionr was offered did not unduly alarm tlie
legislators, employers and other rmoral guardiansr of the state. 0f course,

individuals with a particula¡ interest in religious teaching vrere forever
rarrting their anguish over the lack of an explicit rreligionr subject but

their cries of lament tended to faII on unsJrmpathetic ears since there v¿as

no threat to the basic clrristian ethos ancì, in addition, ar¡r alterations to

the Inon-sectarianr nature of the existing curriculum would have necessaril;r
produced a denominatíonal erdvantage which could have upset the rather
precarious bala¡¡ce which enabled tlte various churches to cc¡-exist in relative
harmony. To upset that political balance tuould have been to threaten the
rorclerr and runityr v¡lrich wÉìs recog,nised ¿rs a l)re-requisite to ¿r sta-l-e

embarking on a prograrn of economic development, of primary industry
consolidation and secondary industry enìer.gence. Impli.cit in this argument

is that the production of a work-force willing and abl-e to share a¡rd

endorse the hegemonic values of the day is a function of education and

that in South Australia, that education has been overtly christian.

the second argument of this chapter ains to ciualify the first. V/hile
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christianity has provided a dominant source of social, occupational ¿rnd

educational theory, that dominance has not been attained without a struggle.

1.rdeed, the sheer battle to survive as a sigrificant influence has ensurerl

that the various churches have had to modify some of their stands, seek

unlikely alliances, defer some of their goals and re-orient some of their
practice - in short, to ptay politics not only with the State but also

anongst themselves.

Neither of the two arguments will be abandoned in subsequent chapters;

in fact, the intention is that they wiII be substantiated. However, in

this chapter they will be restricted to the period leading up to tl're l-940

Education Act when Religious Instruction was introduced. This legislation
represents a significant educational and potitical climax sirrce the issue

of providing Religious Instruction in state schools had been canvassed in
parliament, churches, schools, the press and at public meetings from the

early colonial days.

While the Act itself, which ¡¡ave clergy tire right of entry t<.¡ schooLs

during normal school time, was the culmination of a long battle' it did

not provide a resolution to the problem of rtecLining church influence.

That continuing problem is a subject of subsequent chapters.

Flowever, in this chapter, I sugl¡est why that problem could nelt be solved

by a legislative change. SpecificalLy, I outline the following arÉ{,unent.

The colony was established as a rparadiser for christiem callitali.sts. To

sustain thatrparadiser, three areas of progress were iclentifiecl as being

essential and complementary¡ tirey !Á/ere economic development (v'rhere

individuals woulcl be f.Iiven the opportunity to own land and provicle or

gain employment) , legislatecl freedoms ( where the rights of religiorrs and

social dissent would be ¡-¡larranteecl) ancl eclucational facilities (where l"tre

skills a¡rd attitucies appropriate to v¡orkin,fi and livin¡¡ in a cLrristian

capitalist society would be fostered) . The maintenance of these tlrree ¡',oals

became an important function of the churches since they were able to

provide much of the intellectual and ernotional justilication for insistin¡1

that only while all three ¡1oals were inextricably linked would the

society maintain runityr ancl rorclerr in its <ieveloptnenb. That l¡eirt¡¿ blie

scenario set by the rfoundin¡1 f athers I , I then a:.fJ-¡e that vrhile the pl¿r¡rs

were, in their most general form, realized, in fact, the conflicts which
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grew between the différent denominations, coupled with the fluctuating
fortunes of the Staters economfc development ¡troduced quite sharp divisions

amongst legislators particutarly in the matter of rreligionr in schools,

I note that the establiehed An¡¡lican Church rapidly gained informal

State dominance, that the Ivlethodist dissenters were dispropelrtionabely

able to influence educational and social legislation and that the Ronta¡r

Catholics, even by the 1860s, felt alienated and under-represertted amongst

educational and parliamentary hierarchies. The balance between these

three denominations became an important political factor both in the

legislative process, in the inclustrial arena and in the education of the

young. The Catholicsrheavily out-numbered, chose to build their own schools,

the lrlethodists concentrate$ntheir a1;tention on Sunday Schools while tl're
\Anglica¡s tended to rely on\restablishmentt, which was largely composed of

their own flock. Towards the end of the ¡rineteenth century, the l'lethodists'

especially, threw their weight against any rel-axation of puritan social

and moral legislation while the Catholics began to invest some representabional

energJ¡ into the Labour movement.

This jostling for political advantage kept the issue ofrreligion in schoolsl

a precarious parliamentary rfootballr and it was not until 1940 when the

Catholic Church had eventually gained substantial influence in tire Labor

Party and the lrade Union movement, and when tl"le l'4ethodists had consolidated

some influence in the EducatÍon Department, that the Anglican restablishmentr

were forced to concede that some legislative reform mi¡lht serve the

maintenance of rorclerr and tunityr in a society which was patently unclergoin¡:

changes in moral standards, industrial rerluirements and political

representation.

The end of thís chapter does not mark the end of an era. The 1940

Education Act is certainly not the apex of the struggle. It simply denotes

a stage of political harangueng wl-rich produced a sit'¡ificant legal

al-teration to a long-term source of debate and for that reason provides a

convenient historical period with which a single chapter can deal-. The

struggle after 1940 continues in the following chapter.
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\il-rite Soutl-r Austríìli¡r lvar; foundc<.ì cxpressly in't erms of provicliu¿; a havctr

for goci¡rl ancl reliflious <lissenl,r:r.s, l,lrere was nevcr ¿rr\v'doubt ¡:bout't,lrc

lirnits of dissension ¡rvailable to iLs settlers. l;'unclelnen'LalIy, 't he ciissen'l-

t,¿orl<ed r,jithin tl-re bounc.laries of Capitalism ancì Clrris'bianity and tllou;ilr

clebate, interpretation ancl confron'1,;ation over religion, lvorlc and education

',,¡as continual a¡rd intense, it r,rirs allvays conducted v¡ithin those tvro

parameters. Incleed, the trvo vrere secn as necessarily linited a¡rcl essen'bial

to 'bl-re survival of the colony.l t,litlr conmencÌable clirec'bness, the early

planners a¡rcl controllers of the colony u¡rote of the unique role "'¡hich 
1-Ìre

religion-e¿ucation-work axis woulcl play in the cìeveloprnent of their nev,',

plarured, rutopianr Society.2 Iìduca'l-ion, as a formal processr \tas seell aS

t¡e coryect methocì of prornotin¡¡ botll a Clris biar¡ noral-i'by and a Capitalist

morality amongst the poor and the rich in the colony. The poor rvoulcl lea¡n

the appropriate social attitucles ancì the necessary behavioural sl<iIl-s to

befit them for their place in the economic structure v¡irile the rich, a1so,

(1) Of course, this lÍnlt, in no way reflecteci a uniclue South Âustralian
case: indeecl it clearly represen'Led a transplant of Dritish
experience. Iror the historical linl',s be'brveen Capital-isnl arti
Chris'biarrity, see R.ll. Tal,uney, Ileligion ancl the liise of CaPitalisr.l:

'a Ïristorical stucìy, (i.iupay, Loncion, I92g) . tl.lt. Certh a¡rd C. l/right
iIiIls ( ed ) I¡rom l,lax i'Jeber , (lìoubled¡;e ancl lie¡1an i'aul, Londonr I94S;
esp. Þpo 302-323; 331--340 ). l'cter L. llerírer, 'lhe fiocial Reali of

(I'en¡1uitr Llool<s, Creat llritain. 1967; esl). pp. LLI'-I73ReIigion,
N.lJ. The latter two boolts deal wltl'r the United States but are not

(2)

imel-evant.

The term rutopianr cloes not refcr <lirectly to the eighteenth century
reformers, Ilobert Ov¡en (1771-1{J5i-ì), Clrarles Irourier Q772-1'837) and
ltien¡re Cabet (I7SU-]558), r,rho aII planneci socialist com¡tunities
which v¿ou1cl combine the facil-itics of urban life rvith the largely
mythical iclyllíst features of a rural settin¡1. The rcolonial- paradiser
in South Australia never even l)retencled to be socialist. ljg¡.!@
does the term refer to the anti-salvationist nature of Irourierrs social
experinrent. The utol>i¿l v¡hich the ear.Iy colonists perceived entbracec,l

the notions of eilalitarianism ancl liber.tarianism rvhich had unclerpinned
the utopianism of Owen etc. but i.t removecì them from a socialist
frameworli ancì, insteacl , t¡uil-t thern into a naive corrrbination of l-iberal-
tolerance ancl puritan, ¡rarochial incU-viclualisnl . As Dou¡ilas Pilçe noted,
their utopia vras an I'earthly ¡;araclise of perfected human naturerr a¡cì
rtrhile this remainecl no nrorc th¿¡n a clream, it dicl serve to direct the
colonial society tov¡arcl a limitecl utopia (if thrìt is not a contradiction
in terms) vrlrich appl¿ruclccl temperance, pity a¡rcl tlrrift and lvhich
ec¡uatecl to'ba] moral f'utfil¡nent rvi'bìr orvnership of l¿urd. See D. Pilie,
Paradise of Dissent Ílouth Australia
1957; csp. pl), 494, 5l-0

l-[]29-1857, (Lon¡.¡marts, London,
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haci certai¡r othcr manners, skills eincl attitu<lc:; to learn v¡hich v¡ou1cÌ cnaille

'Llrcr¡ t;o v¡orli v¡i Llrirt Llrc ttcfi¡rc,l lrcllit,jcitl 9¡tlct' ¿lli l)r'ol)ol;c<l ìrv Lllc col.o¡ti¡rl

founclers. Specifically, as tllc l'¡orcìs of thcse men vcrify,

"r.. ,À ltise systcrn of ccluc¿rtion bcí',innin¡l r'¡ith infanc¡t
wiIl l-cncl in a iril:lr clerirce to 1;romotc dor,icsl-ic happiness
amonl./, tlre lroor in tlre colony: by tlris r'leo]ls ]ralrits of
peace, order, incìustry ancl suborciin¡r't'ion, nust be

fo¡rnecl ....t'3
ancl furthert

"... It is extrenrely rìesir¿rbfe thab intelli¡1ence
shoulcl Lre associatecl r'¿ith r,¡c¿rlth ¿rncì its conconibartt,
poruer a¡rcl influence. I¡lnorance in such connexions is
not only,a¡l unseemty siÍllrt, l:ut productive of
extensive and profound evils of societY.'.'"4

the lroor r,¡ouJcl lea¡n to accept tlieÌr lor'rly 1ot, their sim¡r1e, cìisciPlinecl

position in an orcler basecl on han mr>n.y arcì cohesion r'rl-rile 'Lhe rich v;oulr.l

learn to accept their responsibilibies; of conl-rollinl: the economic ¿u'l'i

sociaÌ rlestiny o1. the colony, of o\tnin¡i i't s inclustr;" of maintaininr; ì-Ls

stability, and of sustainin¡1 its intel-lec'bual and rroral inte¡fjtl'. iÌrus,

from the beflinninfl , Chrisl,ian ecìuc¿Ltion was estaillishecl as one ol- the

bases for the total clevelopment of South Australia.

Initially, the S'Late dicj not ¡rrovide noney for educ¿rtion because, there

vras a certain Ii¡> service paicì to the viet'r tha'u solne dissentin¡1 reli¡ious

sects mig¡t refusc to accellt a state-funclecl eclucation choicer and' lnore

iniporta¡tly, no noney tvas availablc 't o be spenl, on eclucation, rlúj¡v/ay.

Iior,iever, by 1t347, after earfy favourabl-c econornic cìevelopnent' Lhe Sl-atc

luas funciing schoo1s.5

lJhether the State 1;rovicìecl rnoney for eclucation vras not significant as far

(3) From Â Ir f Dstal¡lishtnent of Sc Is in the llevr Co oL'

,Australia
'r'l'he l,louI

, quoted bY lì. (iou ttrnan ì-n an unPu
dinrj of a SocietY: Â l'Ian for Schoo

Iished sem

lstt , þ.L2.
paper,

(4) Spo¡en by the Colonial Cirirpk'rir-r, lìevercncì llov¡arcl , at the first
anniversqfyoftlreSouthAus.bralianSclroolsocietyinÂ¡lril'1[}39'
as quoted by Ìì. Goutt¡nan in an unpublishecl senlinar pal)er, rlrlÌhe

Politics of Iiclucation in soutll ¡\ustrcrli¡:,, 1437-1E47tt, p.L9.

(s) siee
REIi

Il . Conclon, IÌhetoric and lìeali Â stu of South /iustralÌars
Instruct on Âc of 1940 ancl its ecursors, llaster of

Dducation thesis, F inclers University, L973, P.27.
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¿tg tlle ltln<l ol- cduca'Lion \'/as colrccrno(1. 'l'hcrc r.vat l,<l t;iil ur ircentcttt,

blt¡rL ccluc¿¡tion imrl reli¡iion a¡irl v¡ork v¡erc er;r;cntiaIlj, Iintriccì antì iuly

school lvoukl tcach the linliecì valucs of LlraL rbrinit¡rr. Âr: (lco¡¡',s 1"j.¡c
lì

Âtr¡gs- stated, 1"heir virtucs r,verc ltcyond relrro¿lch;

rrTo atbcmpt in the present rìay to prove ¿rny fcnl]rty
or laboured Íìrflurnen'L,s that an eclucat"ed person is
superior to ¿:ny illitcraLc, a rel-i,,lious community
rnore Lral)py than a profanc, or a virtuous society
tnore es;1-eemal¡le tlr¿rn ¿r vicious tÌc¡traved one, 

"'rouIcÌbe to offer an unpal'(lonal¡le insult .bo tlte nind and
ju<ì¡,,sr.tì L of any c ivilisccl aurlience. rr7

And he was onJ-y following the sp i.rit of The Planrs aim

rrTo conrluct Irtfant ¿¡ncl I-ir:-iti.sh ¿rncl Labour lichools
in the Colony of ijouth /rus1 ralia anri '¡o renilc¡:
their influence to ttrc aclva¡rce ol true rcJ-i¡1ion,
the promo'bion of civilisation a:rc-l t,Lre ¡;eneral
vrelfare of the inhabitan't s of tlre Colotry... 'Ihe
whole of the sclrools to be concluc1.ecl on tl-ie
soundest princíples of moral crrr<l reli-¡;ious
eclucation.'rB

llot the least vay of provicliníi ¿i Cirrirbiiur ccìuc¡rtion t'ras the selecLic¡¡i

of te¿¡.chers. They hacl to be 6f rr,rloocl r.rroral anrl reli¡¡ious princiilles"!l

to r,vork alon¡lsiclc the Chaplain anct otlret'rel-iÍiious rninisters in sctL,iit,:1

standarCs of morality ancl ¿rttiturlc. l¡hile therc r,'cre ¡rroblems of' ¡l-recific

(0) Angus (17[ìt)-1U79), usually re;larrìed as one of the lri.oneerinl', i¿r'u]rerl;
of the colony, did in fact, ¡rrovicle most ol tlre financial or:ianis¿tLìorr
r,vhich led to the settlement ancl in arlclition, investccl a lar; ;e

amount of personal capital in'|.;o its lancl and brade. lle r'¡as in¿tu,:iural
chairman of the South Âustra.Iian Cornpany r,vhich l'¡as forrneci i¡r l:.rll:j
to handle the land de¿rls, sl-ri1.,¡rin¡1 , a¿ricultural- and other inciusl;rjcs
in the early development of tlie colony. Ile Ìracl previously built; ir

reputation as a shrewd businessman -a shillovrner, a tnercltant, a
banl<er (in t¡lSS he founclecl'bhe llational Provincial- Ilanlc of lÌn¡::laniì)-
and a devout Protesta¡rt (missionary and philanttr¡ophic rvorl'l in
I'londuras; he established the lirst Sundery ScllooL Union in tÌre nor-th
of Ilngland). In 1850, he settlerl in South Australia having playecì a

significant role in framin¡_l tþe colonyrs cons'Litution before l're

migrated. l/ithin montlls of arrival lie h¿rcl se'btled in Angaston and
became a Lefilslatlve Councillor. Ile la'ber for¡necl the Uank of Soutlt
Australia and the Union Banli of Australia. lle retirecl from Dublic
l{fe in LB60 and died in 1t-ì79. Iror cletails see E. Iloclder, Geor¡ie [ife

Fa and Founcler of' South Australia, (llodder and Strough.bon,
London, 1B9L , and Â,. Crenf ell- i)rice, l;'ound ers anC Pioneers of South
Auslralla, (l'reeee, Âdelai<ie, 1929 ) .

Quoteci by Goutturan, rrThe i.oul<ìin¡1 of a ljocietyrr, 1r.1-1.

Quoteei from The Plan by Couttman, il-ricÌ 1lp. 11-1b.

ibid., p.19.

i

(7)

(íl)

(s)
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interpretation, they rvere to use tlre ijible as part o:fl'bl-reir educationarl

rcsources an<l to facllttate t¡e accelrtance of suclt tCl'rristi¿inr ¡lorms;

as tlre value of harcì ',uorl<, stoicilirrr, matcrial $uccer;s, bolerartcc,

inLe¡r¡ation, aunbi Lion, lnr.liviclualil;rn an{ entcrfrrir;c. In tþis wl¡y ' Ll rc

solrools v¡ere r,vorllin¡1 tovlarcjs tlre ir]e¿rI of a u¡rifiecì society, one \./[l.i"clì

v¡as bound together by a cornmon history, common needs a¡rd a colrmon

heritage ancl which sav¡ progress in terms of individual endurance ¡¡tcl

Ìreippiness in 'berms of soci¿rl harmony. 'I'o the extent that these

concepts of prógress and haltpinesc were in any sense useful guide-Iines

for chrístian education, tþey were predicated niore by a naive sinceri'by

tlra¡r anY ¡Jrofoun(l notion of societL tþeory. It uroul-cl ¡rerhaps be unlair

to accuse the eclucational l,)IaJìnersi of l-¡urely vacuous ideaLizing bu-b ['hey

could be criticized for having a quite inadccluate viev¡ of how tire

ruclinentary schoolin¡1 which vlas bcin¡1 proviclecì tuoulcl actually ca'ber Í-or

such lofty pretentions. For example, tireir re¡rction to any sug4estion

that the schools were failin¡i vroulcl be tl'rat, more of'the s¿ule rvas

required, not tþat such at'benìpts ltere Lrasecl ou a rnisplaced theory of

education.

Ir.e,qardless of llov¡ misplacecl tiicir tlteories rni¡¡llt irave been, their

acceptartce was rviflespreacì enouflh f'or 1he churc[es to provide virtual'Ly

aII t¡e early teac¡ers. The firsL Chicf School Inslrector, iÍillian l'j¡' LLr

þirnseLf a sur[leon a¡c] a prlctisinf; Âníllican, appointcd a former /irri-ifican

rninister as his Assistant Inspector, recruiteci /Ln¡1lic¿u lqymen lor

senior headmasters, a¡rcl sent studcnt te¿rchers to a private An¡1lican

schoof for training. V/yattrs successor, Johrt Anclerscn IIartley , arì-tliou';ll 
,.

nal<ing wholesale changes in clenominationaL appointmcnts, did notlrinl t'o f

l-essen the influence of tlle rreliliiousr teacher. lle merely reirl-aced 
{

An¡;Iican inspectors, senior heacls ancì rnasters r'¡ith '''lesleyans ancl recruii;ec'l \,

sbudent teachers and female assista¡rts from ìietìrorìis'b Íluncìay School-r;.10 ,/l

If tl:ere was qru¡ confusion about'.'¡hat t'¡as nìcanb by tsecul¿g eduOqjionl

<ìtrring the clebates on the South Âustralian liclucation 'A'cts, the 1'B!r1

SouLh Australia Act proviclecl amlrle clarity. It s'ba'bed tliat goverrunenl'

aici woul<i be ¡¡iven only to those schools uhictt provided,

\
I
I
I
I

(Lo) D. Pike, rtA society vrithout Ílrandparentsrr,
in Eclucation, 1957-1958¡ FP.62-63.

in i'ìelbourne Studies
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rr(loocì !jecLllLlr inrs l-ructi.on, l¡¡¡¡1 ;grl <ltr i'l rc

re-lii.,ioIì, itl)i.ì,rt f'rorrt ¿r.ì-l Llrco-Lo; ',:i'cíìJ. íul([

cort Lrovcrsi¿rI rlif'fcrencc olì (ij.sc Ll)linc ancl cloc Lt'inc.rr

( il u:' L r; t -i. a¡r

fn o{;¡er tvor(ls, rvlrile tìte r;chooll; t'rcrc citrcftlL ¿rl-,or-r b lhe clcnorlrin:r|..j-onl:1

interlrfeba'Lionr; o]^ Clrristitlni l,¡' viJricLrt he.y of'[-ereclt tlrcre .'''r¿Is never

¿Lny cloubt altout 'bheir essentia,I ctlroi;. I i; is trrre th¡i'l, blie jrroì--'lel rr:

l
of sectari.ur sclu¿rl¡l¡Les have occr-rpir:tl l-lre rrinr.lsi of- teí:clrers ;urL1/

lei,islators t¡rou¡l¡oub iioul-l r /rul;.trlLliars llj.stor-," bul- it l-re¿lrs/

repeatin¡1 tfrat, rlurin;1 bh¿r'l- Lilitc, l;l rcre h¿is ncvcr ìleen arny suils'['antj-vc

cleviation frorn Ure cenbr¿11 core <¡f' Ulrrisitilrn.i-'L¡' o" -bile clominanb

r.lel-err,ritrant of tlre n¿rl,ure oÍ' etlucciLi<¡¡i.

ilor,'¡ever, 'Ll"rese sec l,arian sl,luíì.J)iJlcri rlo l;eeir to ll¡-rve lt¿icì sonie speciiì-c

inf..luence in clela¡,rin¡i -blte inbrorlucLioil oi' rel-i,;;iottl instruc'l"ion into

sb¡r'bc scirools until 104O. jlartil-i t,ì.c-L.7, ìias ru"lueli tiiat v¡itli

'r¡rercistcr¡t aiii.l,ation ol' cr minoril.;' o'í' 0lturcìì l)eoJ,1c, rihiclr ¡,rarluc,lJ-;'

¡;aiuecl .ljrouncl íìrj rlectar:LeUr jetllous-Lcs rlil riuisl'.t1" ,Iil i:lre schools

evr:nl;rral1y, in 1ll/1 o, allovrccl cicnorrrinllL-Lolrirl l'ej)r'esell'l'¿''tives t'o:'ive

relil;ious instruction in s.;chooll; r-ìur'.i-n., rtornt¡tl schoo-l- lrours. ile ;rain'l-rj

tlr:i.s explanc.biolr onto a ì;,aclicJrolr o1 .' roilj¡.t.1 ' ¿.Ll 
.'nol;1;ic j.si.l , increasirr '

Sccl.tlarisril , crlt(l vrirler;¡rreact relil',iotlr; i¡rrlii'ler e""""l'lj 
":l 

r:Lch' -Îar lrol;:

l¡cin:! a convinc:in¡. justificiibj.o¡l l'or i.tr: iuLr:ocìuc'Ûion, in f'erci;,

r¡al:es tlte <lecision to all-o'.r rcli..,ious insl;rucbion a rloÍit, ullei:rrect-ci'i oltc"

't'he lirethocì acÌo¡lte<1 to prevent tlo:'.¡'l¿-L ìlcin" inl-'irrtecl 1n schools cíiil¡cri

troul¡Ie becausc Lhe lioruan [.]utholicr inr;isLet.l l-l,il.t irt'r1' reacìin¡i of l'he

ljiill-e vrithout cor;u,ìent or intcrlrret¿i'¿iotr','roulcL tlcccssar"ilv result in û

Pro'best¿rnt unrìcr.l; banr,lin,rl of tlrc l;cl'irr Ltre-';. i¡or bi ri,s rcascln, in l'lit-''ì' r

-blrcy clecir,led to buil-dtheir ovn scirools'-'rltere tl.rc i;ibIc coul-ci l-re tau¡,iii;

in a Cagrolic nìannen, and, by 1í17!, , llosl, ilor;ra¡r Ca.blioIj.c chilch'eu i¡cre

attending lì.on1an C¿rthof ic sclìoolrj.14

(tt ) ll. tiLy, rr'1'lrc baclçÍjrounrl l;cr

/rustrarlia ancl IIevl Zealandrrt
Jns;tructiotrr i'rovlsÌolls r-rl

oi.' tl-re r'ru!rtrali¿rn anci Iie'.'¡
t lrc I liccul¡ Lt'

i¡r JouruaL
Zealancl llisto rv of licluc¿rtion Ílocic L:" Vol-..1-5, Ilo.1Ì , p.4!'r.

( l-tì ) It. Dleby , 'l'1ie for lÌel-i s Iic.luc¿rtion iu 
"Joubir 

Àus'br'¿lf i;¡.lr

litate Schools ory Ilonourr; thesis, /lr,lcJ- aI( ic lJniversity ' l-
J

' ll '/, ¡;'-t'

(13 )

(r4 )

ibid. , p. il .

it.(,1 . Âustin, ^Australian i:ducei't ion 17ll{l--L9OO: Clrurch State ¿rnd .rttLi-ic:

liducation ColoniaI /^us1,r'alia,
chapters 5 for detaiLs.

(l'itìitíxl , l.ell:ournc, 1901- see
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Durin¡1 the 187Ols, tlre churchcu bc,r ,,im a concerl;ctì 1:uulr L;o llave sonrr:

fornr of reli¡iious ecluc¡rtion i¡rcludcd in Lhe ;chool curriculum. ;.lOrOC)O

signatures appeared on a petitio¡r in It lTilI5 l-,.rt in 1875, the iriciucat;ion

Ac'l, only stated that schools rrmayrt re¿rcl tlre llible ¿rncl onl"y durin¡1 th<l

fjfteen mínutee ltrior to the start of tlre of'ficial school day: nol'eovcl',

children v¡ere uncìer no compulsion to attenrj tliese scriittual sessions.

Ttre then l.linister for Eclucation, [benezer lJard,lo 
".l1rpo"ted 

the tible's

use in schools but he did not r,vant it to be compulsorJ¡. In other v¡orcls

Dible reading rvas optional a¡rd it r'ras Lo be helcl ou'bsicle school hours;

ancl this situa'bion did not chan¡1e for tl-re next 05 r"u.".tt

Thus, the push rrcrs not very, succeÍ;f'ul i.n anJ¡ spec'f 'c, concrete sense.

'I'he Bible was not',vídely reacl ; in J.'act, in s;pi1,e of t]re o¡ltion, t]re

ìiinister for lducabion reportecl tlrat i¡r ]-87[], it',vas read in l-ess th¿rn

30 per cent of schools rvhile in 1uûJ,, tlre pcr cent of schools usiu¡i

the llible had fall-en to belov.r'l-vrenLy. OnIy arbout tcn per cen'l; of'

schools read it cl¿riLy.l8 l;r¡t to ncrint-ai¡r a clear persl;ective of''che

(15)

(ro¡

i,1. Blebyr op. cit., ¡l .[ì.

lJard v¡as i.iinister for A,r'¡iculture ar¡cl llducation in 1"¿75' 11170 -ln
the Roucanrt Âdministrartion and, a;.5ain, in 1C7O-1U77 under Joiin
Colton. IIc hacl amiverl in the coJ-ony in l-il6O 3.s ¿u'l acbor t¡iblr
a theatre troupe from lieli¡ournc r¡here he had'.vorlçed for one yeiu'
as a proof-reacler ancl reltorber on bhe l'Iorninl , Ileralcì. The son oi
a Daptist minister, born in 1ij37 in lln¡1land, lre first stood for
Parliament in 1868 (in Gumer¿rcha) but lost by a. fet'¡ vobes, llis
rather volatile career rvas punctuatcd v¡i'bh a ríìntle of pltrs1ritl:
I'le worl.',ed on the l-lansarcì st¿rfl (fCOf-ft;u:¡; o¡r 'l;he DaiIy Tclc:,r'iryir
as a sul¡-eclitor (1S63); as cliicl' clerk ¿rnc1 accoun'uant on l,he fir"s1"
government I'Iorthern Terrotory Ix¡recìition (1i]04); as edibor of circ
Telegraph (L{165) ; he wrote a boolr 1'he South llastern llistric'b o.i'

1-86tì; he
an ( ra'zo )

Guardian (in CIar
ancl the Sou Uhern

(1"J74, l{apunda
, he v/as forcecl

to resi¡1n fro¡n Pa¡li¡rment tlrough bein; 1 banlcrupt but he returneci
in 1-BB1 lvith the bacliing of the li'arrners Ìlutual Lssociation. I¡or
details of his Iife (including his rrelopetnentrr, his rrl'lorthern
Temitory disgracerr, his political l¡at1-les etc. ) see J.B. l'lirs;'1 ,

Adelaide a¡rrl tþe Couni;ry, lit7O-I}I7, i'lelbournc University Prcss,
1973, pp. 51-54, 7L-7t1, {12-95, 11:l-115, L42-L4'3: see also Geor¡e
Il . Loyal[r I'lotable South Âustrali¿rns , publisired by autl-ror, Adelair,le,
18{J5, pp. {j3-84, and lìegister, 2[i Âpril to 6 1'1a.y' 1Û80 for reports
of libel case il'rvolvin¡1 l/ard.

1,1. Dleby¡ otr). cit., pI). 9-1O.(tz¡

(1s ) ibid. r Þ.14.
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s'bru¡1¡¡le, it choul<l be noted bhat 'LIte lliblc r/asl never condenned

as a valuable resource in the education of the youn¡1. l'Jhile llarlianent

opposed its compulsory usc,'Lhere \,'/as never any l-il;cl-ihood th¿lt it-,,',roulrj

be beinned. Incleed, an alncnclment to the 1871.l tjducation ¡\ct callitr,''. for'

tire t¡anning of conipulsory lìible reacliu¡3 t'ras ciefcatetl 2r-; - 2.I9 îlre

press also o¡r¡tosecl arny introcluction of relillious teerchin¡; l;o scirools

but again, this v/as not a calÌ aliitiust Cl-risbianity - i'b tvas sirrpl5'a
way of dampenin¡i the denorninational- conflict and retaining a plural-istic

notion of moral e.lucabion.20

Ilut 'bhe strug¡1]e t'vas only ctampenetl ; it lras tÌever sLoppecl. In 1Í330, a

¿?,roup calling themselves the l3ib1c i¡r State ficl-rools Society, basecl on

a simila¡ Lonclon Society, conrìucLc<ì a survey coverin¡¡ 365 schools (i"e.

over 90 per cent of school-s) asì<in¡ thc cluestion ol parrents - rl)o you

r,¿ant claily llible readin¿s and explanatio¡rs of [,]-re scriptr-res?l

Overwhelmin¡lly, '[:he answerluas Ye".2t ,rrO5o ]tarenbs (i.e. 9O per cent

of those aslced) ansvrered ¿rffirmatively but Lrccause the question did not

aslc v¡hether the Bible shoul-d be rc¿irl in or out of scllool hours, the

politicierrrs were able to arflue that no l-ellal cltan¡1e lvas necessary. 'fhis,

of' course, ignored the obvious ¡rrefere¡rce for scriptrrral inter-preta't ion.

I.lot¿ever, they felt pressured to crplrcar to be respotrclin¡.1 to tliis lar¡1c

survey and so, folloruin¡¡ the popular proce<lurc of clealing vrith lrolibical. 1¡'

con'broversial issues, a lìoyal Conunission r'/as establisircd to incir.rire into

tLre [ducation Âct. This Commission rcportcr.ì in 18f]3 and su¡¡¿estecl rro

funcl¿¡.mental chan,les to the Acb as far as liibl-e reäcìin¡,1 ',/as cot"Icernccl ,

on the g,rounds that the various cìenoninabions coulcl not a¡¡ee r22 rjL.ut

inc.livicluals cliffered cven r,¡ithin c¿tch r.lcnomÌnation about r'¡hat slloulcì be

(1e )

(20)

(21 )

(::t?_)

ibid., p.1O.

ibid. ¡ p,I4

íbid. r pD. 19-20.

ibid.¡ p.26...'Ihe An¡llicans and I'resby'berians r,'¡a¡rl-eci norc Lìi'ulc
teachin¡¡; the !/esleyans v¡antecl lliblc readin¡¡ in school- llours ',ri'Lirou'L
comment; the llible Christians and Prilnitive llcthodists l.'/ere halrpy t'.'i'LÌr

the existin.rl seù-up; bhc Conl trc¡iaLiontrlisl"s ancl lìaptists rva:rtecì
sbrictly secular education; tlie Unit¿rrians ancl tlre Jer'¡s t'¡anbed no
llible readin¡1 at all; the ilorran Cabholics a¡rd Lutherans t¡anteci
assistance for religious schools. 'I'hesc detail-s provide art

explanation of l,rhy ¡>oliticiirns',,.'ere reluc'l-a¡r'', to deal',¡ith the j-ssue

but there does, hov¡ever, appeiìr bo bc sonre discrel)ancy betr,'¡een
the official- church policies anr.l the nass approval of llible-readin¿1 .



clone with ttre llibl-e in scllools anci, lrerha¡;'s rrrosl- interestin¡1 of arll , it
sugges'Led that the decline in ijible readin¡i in S'L¿rte schools r,vas due to

parental Ínrlifference vrhich coulcl be interpreted bo su¡1;est bhat no cl)¿-tnlle

from the status quo vuas clesir",l .23 'Ihe Ins¡;cctor Cieneral of Schools,
OA

Ilartley, agreed l'¡ith the Cornmissionr s l-atter su¡1¡¡esbion.'-''

Anrl so the governmenb was able to rnaintain its st¿rncì in spite of thc

l{Jill polt. But the strufl¡lle did not encl ancl the contracliction bet"';een

apparent parent¿rl inclifference ¿rnc1 rluite irnpressive paren'Lal mobilisation

in the form of petitions, continue(l. li'or e::ampler in 1886, 63 petitions

from 21600 parents v¡ere sent to l,lre llouse of Âssenrbly asl<ing for the lJible

to be read in schoolsr25 vrl,ilc, in 1ufl7, there r,'rere only 19 sba'be schools,

attended by only 380 chilcìren, t'¡hich ¿rctually reacl ,uhe l;ible.20

lrrorn 1883 to l-891, South Australici suffcred an economic depression. Ill

response 'bo this clisastrous dov¡nturn in tlie econorny, school fees r'''ere

abolislrecl in L¿gt?7. In l-833 f;hc lìoya1 Comrnission (mentionecl above) iracl

recommencled that the Sta'be pay 11 irer stuclent subsicly to teachers (inclucij-n¡3

tl"rose in private/religious schools ) but in all four seltarate liducation

llills from 18C3 to 1891- tlre sectÍons aLlurlin¡ to capitation ¡pants trere

,,,¡ithdra,,m.2B lJhile tleby ar.Ílucs Lhat the tran1 s \'rcrc unacceptal-¡Ie on

the ¡,¡ounds that they rvere lilrlrecl vitl-r'clrc Jìcli¡1ious Xclucation i.ssue, it,

is lilcely that sheer hardship v/as tlre over-ridin¡1 f¡rctor in its rc.j ect;lon.

Lor:ically, as ÌtJ-eby points out, ilì rcli¡liouE; education 
"'¡as 

accep'cecì Ll ren

tfic State rvoulcl appear to be support in¡, tlre teachinri of Protes'ucrnL

Christianity in schools ancl , therefore, the Catholics could cl-.rit,r f'-Lna¡rci¿;.ì"

assistance 'bo tcach their reli¡11on in Liicir ,,.ltool-".2!

'l'hroughout these cìe¡lression years, Lhe churches con'i:inued to activeJ;-

recruit members and es¡teci¿rlly frorn the .younÍi. 'l'he concentra'bed r:rttcìr

of their encrgJ on the runnin¡i of sunc.laq¡ s;chools to the e:ttc'nt tha'u ily

(23) ibid.,

( 2ì4 ) ibid. ,

(25) ibid.,

(20) .ibid.,

(271 ibicl.,

(28) ibid.,

(2e) ibid.,

pp.23-2!).

P,24

,- Dlì
P o JJ r

p.34 .

p.3!i.

pp.41-4?... tlre llills \rcre prcscn1,cd i¡r lill-13, 183.4, 1009' 1Ût1 .

P,42.
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LtJ83, there were 704 Sunday scllool-l; in bhe st¡rte, usinil G,597 teachers

to teach 55rztJci stu,lenl,s.30 1'lrc l,etlrocìists, in ¡rarl,icul¿rrr sâ!'/ t:;rccLt

value ln bhis rvork ¿urcl were J)rorrc.l of'tltcir ot'n't clnint.l,hrat stur,lenLs

ottenclÍn¡1 I'/esIeyan I.'lcthoclis;t Í-Jundcr.y sclrools increa¡;erl by lÌB l>cr cc¡rL

from LB31 to l-l¡t-l1 .31 In Lheir orvn lvords,

rrTl-tc Church of the f'u'brrre t'ri1l- l¡e 'bhe Church
that l'ras iraid attention to the .youn¡1 and
gathered them v¡itllitr its tcnder embrace..."32.

Part of this clrive to infLuence.Llre younla, of course, \',/as clirected ¡r'|.,

tl-ie attenrpt to have rreli¡1ionr t¿¡u ,liL in sclrools.

Sorne concessions to the IìcÌi;lious ildrrcation lobby ltere granted: for
exarnple, in tlie l-892 Act, lÌe1ìul¿rt;i.or-t 3I7 rvas inclu,:led t¡¡l'rereby

rrl'linisters of llcli¡,iou or other ä;:1trove11 persons
r,vishinil to ¡iivc relillious i¡rstruction oub of
sclrool hours on r'reel<-darys to children abtending
tlre school v¡ill be clrar¡;erI 'I/- l)er ¿'rnnurir lorbhe
trse of the builclin¡'i, ¿r't, 'Lines bo be fixecl by the
i,linister.'r33.

In arldition, the Ins¡tector-Ceneral of School-s, J.,'r. ilarrble.y (fornrerly

Ileadnaster of I'rince Âlfrecl CoIle;ic) r';as sen'b in L¡cl)ruary 1893'to lici'i

South \,/al-es to strrcì¡' ítnd report on reli¡lious eiìucatio¡r in that s:ba1 e.

Ilc returned sLal-infi th¿rt botlr bl re :,e¡rcr¿rl rclil-lious e<lucation ¿rncl t-lic:

s¡;ecial religious ins truction courlies !/erc r..ccel.¡teci b¡r all tlle cLn-trciict-;

ancl the people vri'Lhout any evidcnce of co¡rflict, buu, tlrat in lris
o¡tinion, rrl¡holesale readin¡1 of tlrc IiíbIe l-ess;ened the revcraltce i,¡icr,

retlarcl in whicll it shouLc.l l¡e liclcì."34 on this bas;is, bhe Llottner:

[:ìovernmenl; decirle<ì to ignore tlre v¡i role subjeci of reli¡;ious ec]uca.tion
¿--

in the 1i193 elections. IlartleJ,tíj ;rttiLucìe towards tÌre Dible il-l-r-rstral-es
ç_'-_

(30) rhe l/esl Christian l'/cel< ¿rncÌ I iethoclist .lournal , 20 Oc'bober,
1BSB in U. Conclon ecl . ), Soutlr l^ustrali¿ln liethocìists orì ]jducation
a¡rcl SociaI Issues 1B{.Jli-l-949r.,urray liarl: Íiources in the liistory ol'
South Australian Ilducation, lJo.2? , 1-9'72 ' Vo1.1 ,

cited as Conclon (ect), S.^.;1. )

p.18. (here-¿rfter

(31) The Australian Ohristian Comrnonr'¡caltl-t 7 June, 1901 in Condon (ed),
S.A,i,l ., Vol .f Ir I).3.

CUi,iJ, 1-B liay Lt38 in Conrlon (cd) S.Â.li. r Vol.I, l)

South Australian Government Clerzette, 1392 ' Vo1. I 
'

(32 )

(:e )

X

(34) Blebyr op.cil,., ¡r.40.

P. ô7.
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t¡e traclitionaL i>ecìental on v/hiclì Uhc lJil¡l-e tras placecl -it vras seen as

ttre highest cocle of morality, the l¡asis of llr-ltish lav¡, the crorvnin¿1

achievemenb of Iln¡lIish Iiter¿rtur.e ¡rnd tlrc rrsccrct of IlniilancJrs ¡¡reutrlrlíjr-trl

Ilolvever, cluring the cÌepression, lteople tcnde,:l t,o l-ose faith j-n itl;
apparently lofty greatness. Âs layJ-or notes in lris Ìristory of 't l-rc

Ctrurches of Chris'L in South /\ustralia,

'reconomic pressurer acconìpanied by dire iroverty, fs
not conducive to pro¡lrescive reli¡iious ',vork. Spiritual
interests are pushed oul of focus l,ry 3¡rxiety caused
by the l-ack of physicarl necessities.rrr"

Ilut the proponents of reli¡1ious educa't j.on b¡rt't led on. A ijunday Ílciiool-

Union rrfor the mot e effective ins.t ruc t ion of' cl'riLclrcn in tl're v¡orci of' (,locl

anrl for the spread of inrprovecl lit,erature"3T rv¿rs establisliecl in Septer'rber,

1,391 . The successor to tlre ililtle in Íita'L;e lìchool-s Soc iet.¡ ( tl-re lia'cional

Scripture Education League)3Û "or,luctccl 
rnore 1rol1s a¡rcì founcl'tira'c ûO per'

cent urere in f'avour of the ìliblc bein¡! usecl j-n Stal,e "chool".39 
In 1iJ94,

a Society for Promotinrr tlre lÌeliqious liclucation of the Young (Sptilly)aO

rvas formed. I'b estinlated that 30TOOO chil-clren t'¡ere not at'bendin;; Suncìery

(3s )

(sô )

ibid. ¡ pp. 5tì-57.

H.iì..'l'ay]or, The IIis of' Churclrcs of Ohrie;t in SoutÌl Âus-l;ral-i¿;

,>l-

1346-195!J, The Churclten of UlrrisL liv¿r-¡-l¡jclist
1959, p.6(>. Tzrylorrs ar¡lutnent r]oe¡; nob a1lp1y

IC
l-o

Union Ino . , ;'ic1ele,i r1c,' ,

all- cases of'
depression and Lrarclship; sorûetitrtes lteoirle do Lu::n 1,o reli¡',ion in
those circunlstances.

(37) ibid., p.04.

(e3 ) I'ISUL was formerl by lìev. Josc¡th llicholson, a llcsleyan iicthoclisl, lrnii 
"¡a'

õFoseA nraj.nly of the l'ro't-csl;¡rn[, ¡relrtbers of tì're i]SSS. Tlrc Le¿,',ttc
was a¡rti-Cathol-ic ancl b¡'r AIrril' 1i193, 1'c boasLe'.ÃLT a¡rct'es ';;¡öur,l rotr:

the colony, see I'laurice l,'renclì, Ohurches anci Íjocict.'y i¡r South lir.tsl,r-al. lr

1B9O-190O: 
^n 

lxercise in ]ica¡;sur¿rnce , II.l'r. l-iresis , ltlitrders
University, 19ô9, esp. Clì.2, ¡rir.1l.O-ll1-3.

(3S ) f leby, o¡t. ci b. , p.39. . . the lrol-Is rrere con(luctecl in I'litrdrnarslt , ij¡ritc¡'
Sturb, anr-l IIt. (lambier ancì the rcriul-ts lÌerc: Yes Ilo

I Iinclrrrarsh 2 ,O43 2?1-

LJt)pcr Sturt l-00 2)

Ì it. (lanbier 347 [i9

SPREY r,ras formecl by llon. J.
Ïilleno*ina-bional, in lact,
Âfter the 1ü96 lìeferencÌunr,
to that v¡irich befell lj$!-.
South Australia. LB90-190O:

!/¡¡mcn, iILC and al'chou..1h it declare<i its-:lf'
iL v¡as nracle up of faríiel¡¡ An¡ilicarr l-aiL¡'.
it bec¿ime almost rlcf'unct -a fate sitnil-¿lr
see l: . li'retlclt r Chr-rclres and Socie'l-.)' irt

(¡o)

pp.L74-I75.
a:'r !l;<er-cise in Iìe¿rssurance r op. cit.
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School- ancl so it ur¡1ecì'bþe introclt¡ction of 'Llre IIer'¡ []ou'L;lt '';Jales reli;1ious

cclucation 
"¡u"ton,. 

41

19 potitions of over 3rOOO si¡inatures aslçed for a refcrendum on tlre r,'irt.r-l.t:

A2issuer*'ancì in Íieptember l"tj95,'l,he tÌlree cluestions to be puL at'[-,ìre

refe$endum vlere announced. They were:

(n) lo you favour continuance of tlre present systcn?

(ll) Do you favour Scriptural Instruction in state school-s duri¡;i

school hours?

(C) Do you favour payment of cerpÍL¿rtion iFants bo denorninational"

schools for secuLar results?
fhe churches a¡c1 't he involvecl socic'bies irnrnecìiately carnpaigned. The

Lutlrerans, (being opponents of fjtate education antl St¿lte aid) oPposeci

all three: the Raptist Union su¡>portc<l (A) but nob (B) or (C): tlte Ìlornan

Catholics wantecl (B) ancl (C): the Âdelairle l.linisterial Àssociation

favoured (¡) but not (C): bhe tJesleyans, while supirorting free and

compulsory eclucation (rvhÍch, of course, \vas cunnin¡41y impliect in (n))

cleci<ted to push for a l¡o/Yes/t'lo vote: tl-re Con¡5re¡-lational Union tool'- ti'ie

same vie',v as the Adelaide l,linesterial- Âssociation: neither the Ânglicans

nor SPREY coulcl ¿rccept capitar-bion ¡1ran'bs bu1 later, under the influcnce

of a new Bishop, the iìighL lìeverenc.l .I .lì. lla¡mer, tlic An¡1li.cans chan.r',eil

their minds ancì supporte<ì (c).a3

Alongside all these conflictin,rl I'rositions, the l'ress insis'becl tl-r¿rl (,\)

hecl to be supported even if (ij) vers also supportecl , as otlterr','iserrfree

eclucation r'¡oulcl be endanflere¿. rr44

The lìeferenclum r'ras helcl on 25blt Al¡ril-, 1Û96, on the sarme day as

¡ieneral state election. 60 per cetrb of the eli¡;ible constituen-l,s

and the resuLts v/ere as foLlo','rs:

(zl1) DIebVr op.cit., p.40... i'ler'¡ [.ioutìl liales i-rad bcen operatin¡; t;l reir
system since 1tl66.

a
4; teVO d

(+z)

(¡e)

ibid. , p.43.

ibid. ¡ PD.44-49, see also ì-Ì. ConrÌou'
pfi.34-4?-.

Rhetoric ancì P.eaIitY op. cit. ,

(¿¿) i]lebyr oI).cit., p.50, for rleL¿rils sce /'dvertiser" 22 !'yltil- , 1C96

and Ilegister, 23 Âpril, i-û96.

(¿s) Aclult suf'fraÍle existeci for all lreople il1 ye¿',rs and over.
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(A) - Yec l-ì1r(,1ìl

No 7.'/ ,tl:1.9, n re¡:oundinl i nocl of aplrrovaf for Lhe existin¡1 r-iysLcrrt

- ¿rlrnos't 71i ¡rcr cent c;:pressin¡'i saLisfact'ion.

( ll ) - Yes 19,:ìtlO

l¡o 34 r''t34 , ¡r clear expression of o1>1-rosition (alrnost 2/3) to

Bible readini ;c cìurin¡', e;choo1 hours.

(C) - Yes 13,349

l'lo 42rOO7 | a stroni{ vote of v¡elL over 75 per cent against

capitatior, ¡it"r,t=.46

Some observers, notably l3l.shop Ilarner , sar,v tllc rlo',"rr to'bal vote (i.e.

60 per cent of eligibles, ancl less {lran 50 lrer cent for question (l-l))

as indicative of a lviclcsprcacl rrrelj.gioul; atr',tttlly"47 l¡ut this coulcl cc¡ua11y

a¡d r,,¡igr nrore v¿rliclity tle notecl ¿ls ¿\ vote of confic.letrce in the st;-itus c1uo.

It l,¡oulcl be clifficult to ar{jue tlrab it r',ras a vo'Le a¡lainst Christianit¡r

a¡rcl much easier to su¡¡gest tl-raL fieneralLy people t'tere satisfied l'¡ith tI-ie

existing Christian influence in the schools ¿mcl in the total society. Iu

acldition, one coulcl insis'b tlt¡rt 60 ¡rer cerrt l'/as ertri¡thrturn-out for a

voluntary vote.

l.latqrally, over-all tlle ll.cferer-idurn v/a.t a hu1,e set-bacl: for tire reli¡lior-ts

eclucation protagonists ancl llerfi¿r]ls a surprisinl{ onc since ijouth Aus'¿ralia

rvas the only state except for Queensl¿urri to exclucìc reli¿1ious ecluca'cion

fron public scllools. Irlerv []ouLh \,rales lracl been teacìrini 5 it since 1'J0ir,

Tasmania since 186U, t/estern Âust¡alia since 1,393r r'rìrile, in Vic'Loria,

clenoniination teachers v¡ere allovrecl in scTrool-s durin¡-1 school hours fo:: ha-l-f

an hour p"" ru"l*.48 In adcìition, if lJunciay school ¿rttenclances v/ere i--u-ly

Ílauiie, then 'bhe churchest influence cìurinÍ-: the '9Ols .'vasr at ]east, beiui-'

maintainecl . l,'rom 1891- to LCOl- r,rhiLe South Âustrali¿rrs llopula-biotr rose

13 per cent, the Sunday school polrulation rose by 1-ll per cent.4t'Th"

(46) Dlebyr op.ci'1,., ¡r.50.

(47 ) Year Ilool< of the Diacese of Âcielaide | 7-['i')7, p.1121 .

(al¡ ibid. ¡ Fp.53-54, see al-so Ii.Conclon, op.ci b., lr .8.

( 49 ) Aus-[,r¿r]-ian Cl'ris tian Comlonvrc¿r.I'Ll'r,
Vol .II r 1r,3 , 7 June , l-901 .

Conclon (ecl . ), !!!].r oP.cit.,
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i'lethodists, ln l-890, hacl urt¡ed tlult there uras a ilneed for Ch¡rlstians to

be politically actlve in orcler to ¿rdvance Chrfstiar¡ princiPlesr'SO

and this call referred to calnpaignÉr af¿ainst Éiambling and drinl<1ng as vrell

as for the incluslo¡r of rcli;1iori in Llre lchool curricul-unr. Iiot'revcr', iL

\,/as not until 1902 tllat the relj-¡lioul; c<ìucatj.on proL,r-r¡lorlists c¿unc ì.iacl:

¡ruslrin¡¡ just as hard, altl-roui;1r uncler ¿ì ner,'/ b¡r.nner, 'bi'rc lÌel-i¡;ious

llducation in S'bate Schools Lca.rue G!j.Ëgl). lly Jr.rI¡,, 1902, they had

1-3 ,991 memb€rs , 1-2 nonttrs la ber, it.o rTOO tnenrbers ancl ì:y 1<¿O7 t 23 r OOO

tr'1

memlrers." They pe¡:perecl ).'ar11¿-vncnt for anotller referendum but tìreia
Dr?se^^l.tA o¡, *kttv büof* 5?-

mbLions^vrere alvtays tardiournccl or clefeabed.

During this perio<l , the Press; ;;r;-ir,luzllly cllall:1e(..l its aLtitude torva-rr-ì the

1í19(ì Iìeferendum j-sst¡es. lilrile in 'l':i9i)' '!lre Âr-lverl-iscr r';as s'bil-l- sa3':i-tr,r;

l{O to relifiious l.nstructi<.rn, in 1001 il, r'¡as s¿ì.yil1il PlÌlìi IAPS and irr 1.1;O3'

it r.ras sayin¡-i YIÌS.53 '.[l're lÌcllistcr too]i l-onÍler bo cholÍ;e i'l-s rnincl. lrrli';

by 1913, it r'ras also sayin¡i YnS.54

Âb thÍs sta¡,ie for tlie first tinrc, orli¿rnisecì o¡ilrosition on ¿ìnbj--reli¡,,ious

Íl:rounds en¡erecl t¡e scrilrturaf instruction fray. 'i'his op¡rosition carile

from a flroup of rationalist syrir¡ral-hisc:rs, the iioral lìclucation Leal;qe.

Their clefence of l-he existin¡1 lar,r t cccived sul-.port f'rom some trade unions

aI1,houf.¡Ìr the ¡;rcatesb oltposition bo tì re re-na¡ned Scriptural fnstrtlction

in State ljclrooLs Leal{ue (re-na¡necl in 1U11-, ¿rÌtLroutikt cotnposed of rou::ir'Ly

,cl're'same Feo¡:le arnrl prcssin:i the sanc clernancls ¿rs; its predr:cessor" 'L:lte

1ìel-ir,.ious IÌcluc ation in State fjclloo]-s l,eal lue) sLil-1 catne from Cirris'Li;r¡ts

and especially the Cl¿¡tholics.
ti !,

I)ur.ing the early 1-9OOs, 'blie Churclics a¡rpea'red bo experience ni:<ecl

forhrnes. \llhilst ure i.iethoclists 1¿llnenLcd their loss of ílr0O0 Suncla;;' gr.troo I

s-buclen'bs betvleen 1g0L a¡rrl 19()9r!"'tlruy r,rere plcasccl r'¡i1-h the appoi¡rtlret-il;

( 5o)

(51 )

(s2)

( t.,g )

(rj4)

(ss¡

Cl'/l,iJ, 21 February, l-Ù9Or in Conclort (ed. ) ii.^.1'i. ' 
Vo1.I, p.VII.

Blebyr op.cit., ìt.60.

ibicl. , p. GO. . . the rnotionÍ-l !,'crc ¡rrescn'i;crl in 1903 r 1905 r 190(,.

Acìvertiser, il I iay, l-i199 ; i,Ìli l,lovembcr, 19O1 ; 2.O J)ecember, 19O1 ;

14 l1¿V, 1'J13.

Iìe[ister, il Ju]_y, 190í¿ ; 2.3 July , :19O3 ; llO Jul¡" 1.912i 14 i"¡1', ' l,!113 .

ar¡d (56) see next page.
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of Sir Georíte Lc llunt ¿rs (.iover.nor of fiouth ^A,usLrali¡; in 1go3.tj7 In

contrast, tlie Cl.rurclres of Chrisl; clait¡etl a l.O0 Ì)er cell'L Íucrease in

¿rclult ¡nernbershilt from 1902Ì bo 1g14.1'[ì I)ub 'b]rerc v¿as trothin¿t nrixccì allout

the fortuncs ofl thc sbate sclrooll; i¡r tlre firsb c.lcc¿rr]c of tlie tvrcuLic[ll

cen'bur.y. Irror1 l-9O1 to L9O7 public school attcncì¿rnoc droptrrecl by lll"tì
I--aì

i)er cent."" Teachers) salarics uerc reduced; heads droppin¡¿ 7 per cett'L

from f45O to i 42O ancl ¿rssistanLs clro¡r1tiu1i 20 per cenl- f'rorrr flOO to J.l,)ti'tü

Teachers i'lere leeivin.ii the ¡;tate, rrìa:-Iy of thctn ¡1oin¡1 to l'iestern Aus't,ra.lia.

Then in LgOT bhe Goverruilent esti¡.bl:ishe<l Secondary school".61 l'reviousl¡r,

the State had run primary cduc¿rtion only ancl seconclary education ìracl.

L¡een left inthe hancls of the cllurclies. The I'rotestants churcLres dit.l

not oppose the clìanf1e but bl-rc¡. ryarni;ccl Lhe neti¡ ¿iovcrlïlent schools'bo use

ttte Ilible as a 'text-l¡ooi<. In 1flrJ4, tl're riethodists harl rather viciousl;'

castigated-btre Governmcnt fo¡ objcctin¡1 to the use of the llible in
-bo

schools by referrin¡l their arÍluncnl- aij

rra. ¡riece of that ì:'oli'l"ico-licli¡1ious Ilurnbu; ; and
Jobbery v¡lrich crouches i¡r fccrr l:efore thc compact
vote of ttre Catliol-ic conrnunit,ytt.62

They outlinecl tlteir r.ationale for r;u1-r¡rortin; I iiÌ¡]e reaciin¡-; in tl-ierr

church paper on ÍJeptcml-¡er 29r 1.9O!,-

rrTo sum up...
L. The state ltas urtclcr-L¿rl:cn 't he l'unc bion of thc

printary cduc¿:ttio¡r ol i'bs; ci'bizetr.
2. Thc educabion :lor ciLizcnslri.¡r inclucìcs

clcvelopment of clrar¿rcter.

(57) ibid., 17 Ju1y, LOO3 in Oondon (eci . ) S.Â.ii., VoI.1I1 f'',2t::'.

( 58 ) J. V/iltshire, rIi-lames of ZeaII , in À.r..'. Steplrenson (ecì. ) One

llundred Years ¿r sbatenent of thc develo t a¡rd ac i sl uncn i.;s

of Churrches of Olrist in Âustralia' Âus'br'¿tf l)rin-bing anrì
Publishing Co. Ltd. , i,lelbourne ) , 1940 ' 1,.43.

(59) 
^CCr30 

Aprj-l, 1909, in Concìon (ecì. ), o¡r.ci-b., Vo1. II, i.: . 93 .

S./'r.1..

t; .4.r1.,

, Vo1.II, ,- /ì r:
þ . ¡a-)

( 0l- ) J.Iì. llirs'1", Àclclaide ¿rnri the OounLr ,t 1[)7O-t9I7: I'heir Social atrci

(0O) ibid., 24 July, 1903, in Contìon (clrl. ),

PoIi'bical Ilelationshilr , i,ielbourne Universi'tY l'resst

(62) 
^CC, 

22 JuIy, 1904, in Conclon (ccl. ), oì).cit. 
'

s.^.;1.

1,973, p.36.

, Vol.II, -.'.49.

(s5) Previous pa.1e, )jlebyr ol).cib., 1.r.t3.

(50) The hustralian Christian Conimonv¡c¿rl.bh, 2l Âpril,
S.A.ll., op.cit., Vol.II, ¡t.92.

1i.'Og, in Concion (ed" )
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3. (jlrclr¿rc Ler j.nvolvcl: ctlrical contltto U.

4, 'Iire only s'banr]¿rrrl oll e'Llrics forLlre concluct
o]l our nation¿r1 lifc lind civi.Lization is the
liible.

!r. Ihcrefore, the St¿ti;c cannot disclrar¡;e i'Ls
functions of' cducabion if it persistenl.;l.y
excl-ucles the 1lib]c, as t?te onl¡r ¡s)ít-bool:
of' fundamental moral princiilles, froln :L L= 

O,
eclucational code ¿utt.l curriculunt .rl

The churches generally a-nrl the iletlioctis'bs iu particular l-iacl a1v;ays

observed the importeurce of rcclucatin:i I tl,e youn¡1 .ú4 Ti'rey nobecì th.a'L

the impressionable years offcrcd t,llc bes't o¡rportunity to inculcate

Cl'rristia¡r cloctrine ¿urd to v¡in lon;'-c'Lanciin¡l bel-ievers.Ú5 In 1910, l,lrey

calculatecl tha'b 7il l¡er cenb of Churcir rrcrnbersllip l/as derived frorn t.tose

boys and girls v¡llo hacl attcndeci llttuciat¡' scirool . lfottvi'clrs'bancìing, Lhe;r

vrere alarrned that BO per cen'b of all cìrilclren l¡l-io ltasserl tlrrou¡1h ÍJunciay

school rvere lost'bo the churclr:60 tul-ricl-, ratlìer su¡1; lests that their success

fell l,¡ell short of their hopes, so co¡f iclently cxp¡essecl in 19L4-

rrlÌe have tl're chilclretl itl our hancls; v/c can 'Leach

tl:ern rvhat lve l'tiLl. !/e can traiti l,liem 'bo hold our
vierrs ¿rnd to copy our it¿rl¡its. '-i'hrouÍ;h l;lren t'/e c¿ùl

chan,rie public opinion nnil rcf'orm lrublic lrlanners. \'/e

have chilclrctr al the ¿rí;e bheit teachers prize most. Thcy
are as clay in the hands of a ¡tott ur.fij7

(rj3)

(ô4 )

(65 )

(00)

(67)

ibid., 2l-' Íieptember, 1f-rOs, in Conclo¡'t (ccl . ), !!¡., Vol.II, il .1i5.

ibid. , 6 llovember, 1303, in Clonclon (ed. ) , S.A. i l. , Vol. II, p.30,
. ..rrschool rvork is one of the practical r/alrs of tcachi-ng Clristiatri1.¡rtt '
25 Decmber, 190ii, VoI.IIr p.9O, ...rrln no vtaJ' cÍLJl anyone 'co wilom

God has entrusted tvealtll do trtore pertnanent ¡;oocì tvitlt it... th¡'rtl
by endowing a flood É:choolrr.
2 Xtqy, 19L3, Vo1.II, 1-i.1_3{), ...rll'ite importancc of religious rvorlr
arnong the youn¡l can never be over'-cs'l,iniater-ltr.

ibid., 17 lrebruany, L911, in Conclo¡r (ecl .), L\.I-L:, Vol.II, p.1O3'
rrThe Sunclay Íìchool is tlre sta¡rclir-li.i ar.my o:1 the t-iat-ions... because
it teaches to the young puri'L¡r of life, in'be¡;r'ity of purpose, the
patriotisnl of reli¡1ion, ancl 'blre reli¡1ion of pa1 riotisrn'..rr.

ibid., L5 Ju1y, 191-O, in Concìon (ed. ), S./i.il., Vol.II' P.1OO.

ibicl., 1-5 Ilqy, L1LA in Concion (ecl.), !\-!,!, Vo1.II, p.l-7O

?
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Jrr l.ULi2, Í.ì JÌo.yaI Llorn¡nir¡sfon i¡rvcctiJliìLe(.1 l,ìtlttcatiotr j.n Íjoublt Âustralü,
but, curiouslJ,, did not inrluire :lnt;o reli¡iious erluca'Lion at .11.Ûi)

The 1915 IÌclucation Âct, bi-rsed larl ,;el-y on 'blre Oorunissionrs reconnienri;r'Li.ons,

included teclrrical eclucabion irr tl rc Sba'Le school- s;rs'Lem. Not',r bhat ¡r

secondary school structurc seemecl f irmJ.¡' cementecl tite ¡rress sat,/ no

clan¡"1er in actively supporLin¡1 a nel'/ l)ush for reli¿;ious instruction. ü'hey

refemed, tvith re¡Iret, to a rr¡-r¡¿vcrlence of material-isrrrrr and a rr!,ror/in.rI

indifference 'l,o\,/ards spiri'bual thin¡1r".0c I'erhaps not inci.cìentally,
191-l--j sar,'¡ six orcloclç cl-osinÍÌ introcluccd.TO .',eanv¡hiIe, in lÌurope, the

Gerrnan Empire seened to be tluca'benin¡1 the Oluistian rray of' Iife and

/rus'braLiern rnen a¡cl r'/ornen tvcre beinii call-cd bo defend thc Empire a.'lainst
tiris nel devil.

Dub in Soutlt ÂusLrali¿r, the Cìrj-stians coulcl still not a¡¡ee on the use

of the BíbIe it't schools. 'Ihc Ân¿¡J-ic¿lns had rc-e;<amined their vie'".'¿¡nri

a¡1reed v¡ith thc Catholics 'Lllat thc Scripturcs neer.letl c;rplanation ancl 'Lir¿rt

sorne instruction in <loctrine \ras r'ìece$sary in relilrlious educa'b:Lon l¡ut tlie
non-conformisbs t'¡ere happy rvith straÍ¡1ht Lìible reaclin¡1. In acr,cli't;ion,

Cher¡l-es ljarv¡itr hacì raisecl sorne doubts ¿rbout a literal ¿1s¿eptance of the

lJible and his wrì.'Lings werc, dr-rrin¡'; tl rÍs lreriocl , ¡nore vridely clistribul"eC
'71

and react. '- ilhc Methodist Church was not blind to the diminishing
iufluence of reliXion. the:r' adnil-;'bed,

(i;g) ¡febyr op.cit,, 1:.64,

(ôg) Íbid., p.1.,3.

(70) W.ll. CIay, rirai'bh in Actiont in Â.\','. ijtc¡rhensorr (ed. ) One Ilundrecl
Years, 1:.1-45, Prevíously, 10 orcl-ocll closin¡; had existed. An
intercstinÍ_{ explana'Lion for the Ic¡iislaLive ciranÍ.je su¿;¡lests 'bhai;

the ea¡lier closin¿l v¡as i¡rtcncled to recluce tire lrossibil-iti, or
lar¡1e nurbers of nren spendin¡; tlrc e;rtr¿r four lrours clisct-rssin¡i
and 1:lanrrin¡ sl;ree'b rnarclrcr; priolt o 'blre 1916 Conscription
Ììeferenc-lu¡n. See J.l'f . liain (e,Ì. ), Conscrip [,lon: the ,\ustrali¡rn
ilebate 1lJO1-1_970 , Classcll hustralia, llorth ilelbourne, Lg7O.

(71 ) ìlIeby, oI). cit. r p. 5Í1 .
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rrAustralia froln blre cenç;us 1,oint ol' vieu r:ray be
rellarr-tcr-l ¿'rs rs-biibis'bicaII.yr rc1i,,1i.oul;.'I'he lleneral
1:osi'Lion is no1 onc of active o¡rirosi'cion, but it is,
ra'Lhcr, carelesÍincsr; anrl i¡rrlifllerence ...1'72.

and four ye¿ì-rs laLcr in 1!)20,

rrThe church is not l:ee1;.i-nÍ1 I)ace v¡itlr thc ,r'¡olvth of-
ltopulation. There j.s a s1-eady ebì: ar'/ay f'roñr
or¡¿anised reliflious li.fc. rr73

(iamblin¡1, sexual proniscuity, ûruirl:enncss ¿r¡rcì o'bhcr drug adclictionl; ',.'ere
j-clentified as thc sacl but ¡roÌ>uJ-ar ¡rastimcs of 'bl're J,oun!,.74 l,'rorn 19.l.tj to
1920, rnore petitions ruere sent 'Lo L)¿rrli¿rnlcnt ur,r;in 1 thc introcluction of
reli¡¿ious eclucation as one rray o{' overcornin¡.-; 'clris r,toral decllne.TS

ll'ron l-921 to l-92[.i, four 1]iIIs r,¡ith fìcIi¡;ion ücìuca-l;ion clauses alL t-¿riled

to be passecl but bhc vote l¡¿r.s closc on every occasion. In 1t¡2ìl-, it ii;rr;

defeated 20-15. In L924, it r,¿as c¿mr.iecl in blre Council but adjournecl j.n

t}"re Assembly. In L9?-7, it ivas clef'cate<l only on the lJpeaker.," .rote.7U

l'/hile in 1-928, it vras clefea'ber.l olr l;he lact rìlt¡' of the sessio¡-r for tlra't-
77

I)uring this pcriocl , the Direc Lor o,t' Ilcluclr t-ion, ll .'i'. ,cCoy sup¡ror.Lecl

(72- ) i\us bralian Clrristian Cornmonr,rcall;lr, 211., Januar.'¡, -LOl-i-i r j-n

Condon (ed. ), S,A,lil._, Vol.fI, 1r.','-1-1-.

ibid., 2 July, L92O in Conclon (c..1 .) ii.:!rr,.r vol-.fI, p.2lc,'ì .

ibid., B Âpril, 1921; 1. Jr-rly, -L!):ì1; 15 JuI.i,, I92L, in ConrÌon (ed. )

S.4.i,1., Vol.IIIr 1rp. 4 17 r;),

(ZS) ¡teUy¡ op. ci'b., p.65... I'ltc L,r:11i.slaLive Council r-eceivecl i)iri)',)',),
si¡4nature s li'0R and 17r71ì(ì si1,¡1al,ures .^CiiIÌ'lST: 'fhe IIouse of
Assembly reccived 23 ¡reti'Lions i,'OIl (one Ìracl 36,6Í10 si¡lnatures)
and 35 pe'bj.tions AGÂINST J.-or a'r.otaLl of'10154 1ì si1-¡ar.Lr:res)"

(zo¡ ibid. ¡ P.7I.., lir. Ilerber'[, I]a¡;edovr (llon. member for Darossa-) ,,/lìo

hacl si.,3ned a pled¡{e to supporL tìel-i;;ious Ilduc¿rtj-on r,¡as absenl; í'ronr
the ch¡¡¡lber rvhen the vo'be r,¡as t¿rl'.en. 1'his lcft tlre votin¡1 evelr i.ncì
so 'bhe Spealler, althou¡1h he vl¿rs ¡relsonarlly in favour of it, \,/ari
ot¡li¡:ed to vote a¡¡ains'L it. Incirlentally, ilascdo,;,'rs father hacl
movecl a rnotion in favour of lliblc readin¡-i in sclLools in 1{lii0.
Basedor,v ha<ì been tl'le clcfea'becl Counbri' Parl;y cancliclate for ltarossa
in L924. lle v¡on the se¿r'L in -LfJ27 l>ut \',ras aJ-jain defeated in f.i,r3O,
this time ¡ìs an Inclepenrìent. Iie v/as re-clected'co'bl.re Éieat ¿ì.s rrrn

Independenb in L933 but <liccl r]urin;i1,hat sarne yeari see l). Jareirsclr,
An Index to ljarli Ca:rcìida'bes in Íiouti-r Àustralian lrlec1,ions

57-L973 , ¿u1 occas

(7:r )

(74)

(zz¡ ibid.r p.ûS

onal nonol;ra¡.ih, l¡lincìers University, 1975, i.l .1-2ì.
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rclillious eclucr¡tion l.¡ecatrr;c, j-n lrir; vrorrls, j l; 'rctnllltr,Lr;ii:cs 'bhe virLucs

oi' hotlel; L¡r, cleanlinesr.:, clrivah..y ancl l,aLri olic""' .7íj '1'lie i[c¿rclterí; tJì1j.ol'l

o1>posecì it on L'ive f '¡'ouncls: 'blrat i l, r'¡ould forcc tcircllers to recol ,lri,'..;r;

sec Larian cliff erencos a¡norUl,s'b Llie j r ¡ru1riIs, Lhct'L rrcli,l,,iottsr tcacll<,'rl:

vJere not under L;he aul"hori'Ly of -birc he¿rcl ¿rs ¿rl1 otlrer teacLiers \'/c]îct

that if rreliliiou.ir l.eachers \yerc ullsl.-,il-Led 'clicn t]iscipl:'-ne ancl 'Lrc

monal tone of tlre school vroulrl be arlversely affected, 1"hat nrarry countrli¡

schools hacì only onc room a.n(l so Lhe rliifercnt denorninations ';¡oulci

finci it difficult to separate ancl , :linarlly, Lltat l,lrc routine ofl 'tire

school l,¡oulcl lte upset 'oy rreli¡liousr teachers cornin¿, into the cLassroont(").79

liost opposition, lrovrever, sbilt cr-rnrc frorn Oirurchesr no'Lably the [-ieven1;h

Day Adventists, the tÌvan¡_ieLical" Lui:lreran Cliurch, lincì of course, the

Ilornart Catholics.tìO The Laìror Irart.y v.,crcj ¿ìIlol¡ecl ¿'r conscience vote irl blle

llarliament and since incrcasinqly its nembers artcl sul.rltorters r'rerc bein¡.1

drar,'¿n from the Catholic community, l-hey voted a¡larins-b it.B1 -

(zs ¡

('to¡

(ûo )

(iil)

ibicl . ¡ pp. tì8-09, see South lius'bra].ier¡ P¿rrliarnentary llebates, I!27 ¡ Ð.7t4

ibid., p.(ì9.

ibid., p.00.

ibid. t þ.7O, The Catholic¡-l rrere very sel-f-conscious of tlreir irJ-nority
clemo¡-irap¡ic ltosition ancL so t-he¡r concentrated tl.icir politicarl eiìfor"ts
less r,ritþ appealin¡¡ to poltullr st-t1>1'rort eLncl lilore r/i tl-r gainin¡-i
influential reltresentation tlrrou¡ ;lt thc ijt¿rte. i''or e:iample' in l-iiaJ0'
in spite of beinfl J-6 lter cen't o:C {;þe ¡:opul¿tion, 'bþey [r:lcì onl;'
eight per cent of parli.rntcntar.ly' l;ea-Ls: thcn bctr.¡cen 1905 ancl L()')|,;',

they ¡ade up ten per cen'i; of thc Lallor ¡rarliamentary tein; LLe L"rr:etr

1g1-B and Lg24r'bhey l-racì reaclrcc.l iìO per cent; l'rom 1924 to -1 931ìo thev
increasecl-blreir rel)resenl;¿rtion to 2u 1.rer cen-'c iurcl by L944' thc¡" 1.iati

40 per cent. In aclcli'Lion, itr ¿rn orll¿ulisccl al,[,er;ri;t to l,raintain
contact rvi'bl'r the Catllolic la¿' coliuaunity, bhey ilacl , in 1Ctì9, be¡;ltrt
publishin¡1 'bhe llouthern Crosr:i , a irecl:I)' l)aper t';ìrj-cÌr clid not avc-ricr

political conìnent. See i,.. l"rcnch, Churches ¡urci íiociety in Sou'tìr
Australia 1-{190-l-900 esl). i)p.454-4t-',6, ancl ¿rIso i. PLayforcl ,

Australian Labor Par i)ersonnel i¡r tl.re Soutl-r Ausbralian slaturc--
LS91-l-957 (compiled , 1957
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ifller-e rvere ccll,ain conLra<ticbions involved in St¡rUe ì'arliament votiu¡i

aftainst the urio of Ilibles in sclrools; a:iber-al-l-, -blre Í:jtate irrovicled

1lj-lr}es an<ì C[apI¿in$ to priso¡lcrs ancì ¿lrmies ¿¡-ncl L;hc ilouse olrenccl r¡j.L] r ii

])rayer eacll clay.

I¡ront L92-0 to 1945, de1:ression antì vrar rìor;tinated ¡>eolil-ers l-ives i.n lior,rtl¡

Australia ancì, not unexpectetìIy, i'b affectecì ChurcÌr menbershil;. The

1936 Census fi¡1ures indica'bed bha-t, only l:ìii rrer cent of Austral-i¿rns t/ere

Christians ruhereas bhe L9lll- Censur lr¿rcl rc'Lurnecl a 97 per cent Clris'i-ian
o^(.Æ

tot¿rl . The llethocìist reaction l;o Lhis; t;¡rs

rrI aln confiden'b tlr¡t't, 'i;h,, lirea'l,er p'ortiou of tire people
are influencetl lt¡' ClrrisLla¡r icleals and tirat bheir
alicna'bion frorn 'l,he Clturclt t¡al; iuciclental- rather than
fundamental. "85

I suspect that this interpre-bal"ion uas fairly slrreircl . l"rom 19ll1 to

l-936, tite number of cliilclren cnrotlecl in Sunclay scliools had been

rnaintainecì at arouncl'bire (J0r00O rn¿rrk t'rith cr i-'eaÌ< of 94,000 in 1931 .

llovrever, durin¡i't he same l>eriod Lhe birtìr ra'be lr¿rtl ch'oiiped frort 24.Oll ìler'

l-rOOO to 15.1-7 rvitþ a ma)(irnurÌt l-ov¡ in -L9lli, of 1.4.f.,J. fn real ¡rumbers

tþat mean¿ abou-b 3rOOO lcss cllilclrcn lrer year. 'l'irc nut;rber of chilcì.relì

of Sunday school a¡¡e (i.e. 5-1.4 years) also clrop1>ecl , althou¡¡Ìt o¡l¿l

marflinalll fronr 1L1ril91 in 19111 to 11Or[ì1.r3 in ]-ll3o. Ib ha<1 peakeci itt

1926 at l-l-9r01O, ¡lreclictaÏ:Iy 5 yeíLrs l-,eforc the lreall oÍ'Surrcla¡r scÌioo1

a-btendartce. I'u is pertincnL 'Lo cot;i¡larc fiundeg¡ scliool ar¿tcnclance tiii'"1

S-bate scirool attenclance v¡ìrictr Lo't arll-crl (j9,250 j-n 19211 (over' lO, OOO J-css

tharr Sun<lay scl-rools), ¡>ealierl in 19114 at 74r2O9 (sbill over [ìr0OO -Less

ti-ran Sunoay scl-ìool-s) and hacl fallen-Lo 0tlr5Otr in 1-9íjú (over 12,OOU less

than Sunday school").[iG iilratever c¿rn l.¡c s¿rir] of 'Lire clualitJ'of Suncìa¡r

school influence, it certai-nly maj,¡rt¿rined a hi¡;h s'i;¿rLis'bicaI nerrbcrship

æd, at least nominally, \J¿l.s scen to l¡e elterLin¡;1 ir 1,,otrerful influeuce

(o2) ibid., p.6[J.

(83 ) Australian Cllristian (jorrunonr,¿co.Itli, iì .n.irri1 , l-S3ö, in Conclon ( ecì. )

S..4.1,1., op.cit., Vol.IIf , Ir.14i).

(ua) ibid.,

(lls ) ibicl. ,

(o0). ibid.,
1946,

11 June, 1926, in conclon (c<.[ . ), i.i .^.1i., Vo1.r:tl, r,t.i)-/

3 Âpril, 1936, in Coudon (ecÌ. )r S.A.ii. rVol.J-ÏIr p.1r'fu.

29 January, 1937, lloutlr hustrali¿ln Methociis'l:, 22 li'ebruaìrJ"
in Concìon (ed. ¡, !!¡, Vol.fII, p¡r.1-õ3, 279.
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on tlle younÍj leople of 'l"ire SL¿rLe. Iìu'b tlre ClrurcÌres vrere not s¿rtisfietl

v¡i'bll tl"reir rsclioolI worl.l . 'llhe.y l'¡cre av/are 't lret'L 'Ll:c¡¡ ha.cl very fci/ t'rclL-

qualified teaclrin¡i Êitjaf'f , tlrirb trrarcnl,al ¿urrl youtlr inrlilfereuce ','.'Í¿IS

1:revalenl, anr:[ th¿r'L counter ¿r{, l;racbions on íjttrtrìays 'i/cl'e prolifèra'L:.r.,! .r' 
;'7

ancl , therefore, Lheir clesir.e to h¿rve 'Llreir worl< suplrlernente<ì b¡¡ 'biro

Í:i Late schooLs remaincd a iril]r |riority.

The f inal thrust to have rel-if {ious ins.t rrrction int¡'ociuced into scìrools

be¡ian in 1932 ryhen a Council f'or the l¡urtherance oí' lìeligious Instruc'l-ion

in State Schools vras formcd by tlic Scrilrtural Instruction in Sta'ce i,icìrools

Lea,rlue in alliance v¡ith the Council of Churches oí'Sou-bh,hustraLia.

This Council rcceived support fr<¡rrr bl¡e Olrurch of ljn¡{fa¡cl iìynod, the

liethodis'L Conference, ttie Pr.esbyterian Cirurch, tL're Con¡;re,,lettional- linion'

the Conference of Cl'rurci-res of Clrist, 1,hc I-:;aptists Union, the Âilel¿ride

lìociety of the ltrer,,r Church, the Salvabion /irrny ancl'üììe Youth Delraltnen'i;s

of all those ch.r"ches.BB C1¿rirnin¡l tlraL thcy representecl 7t3 per ceut of
all South Australian electors, the Council issuecl parnphlets aCvertisiu¡,

all- the intersta'Le reli¡;ious instr.uc'bion experienc"".i)O The tiatholics,
Seventh Day Aclventists, Jevrs anr-l rome o:1 the Lutlrcrans did not support

the Council.90

In l-934, a tnotion caIJ-Íri¿ forl"he i.n'brocluction of lìiltl-e reacìin¡1 v.'as

clefeatecl l-5-11 in the llouse of Asscmbly.t'1 iiupp,orter¡; of the nr¡tion

argued that rel-i¡,;ious instruction ruoulc.l ìrelp rid selfishness a¡cl

¡naterialisnt ancl , therefore, '.vorl< 'Lor'¡ar<ls overcomin¿ , tlle oepressi.on.

Tal<ing a clifferent i:erspective, opi)orlcnb of tlie jiil-1, ll .Â. Oabe,rr9íl ,,"-'r',,

(s7)

(ac ¡

(oe)

(go )

(e1)

(oz¡

ibid.,

iìleby,

ibid.,

ibid.,

ibid.,

/rCC, 29 Januaryr l,c'i7, in Conclon (ed.) il .A.ii., VoI.Irl, 1r.l.ti,"ì "

oP.cit. r P.7!',.

p.53...[irueenslancl ltad arìoirter-.l tlie tl .S.iJ. n.f . sys'ben in 1910'

P,76,

P .7ll .

Edgar ¡l,Ifrecl 0abes v¡as; born in 1ljíi9. ,'i lorrner 1J¿¡tersi<le t'torllcr, he
beca¡ne a Ìiember of tl'rc Le¡;islabive Cour-icil (Central l)istric'b i'io.1)
in l-933 anci heLl Ll-ia'L yiosi1,ion until hic dea'Lll iti 1!151 . lle l'/as a
Protestan'L , accordin; 1 to Jolru L'}layl' orcl j.n ,\uE;1,ralian Labor I'ar i;y

¡ P.ô.Personnel in tlle South Åusbral-iau Lcirislabure 1891-L957
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tha'b lre

rrtvoulrl su¡r¡ror't, Lhc lljl.l if I Llrort¡rlrt i't r¡oul-rl lrlace
l¡ooLri on thc fcc'b of [;l r<: LrooLlcl;u clrilclrctr, o]-o't-ltcs
u¡lon 't;hcir half-ltal:ctl Lrcrrli<:li, iurtì ¡irovirlo trìorc
sus Len¿utcc.rt!)3

94Craigie, deliveritr¡,. tlre firs'L irti riesb slreech in i;ltc Soutli Au¡;l,raljr.:Lr
!)i-,i)arliament, s¿ric'lrrI have no evidence of 'Llre c;<i:;'Lence of a Divirìe I)c.r'rlonrl

and ar¡¡:ed th.r-Lthe llill v/aÍi ¿ul a'Ltcrrpt bJ, thc cleriì'to re¡1ain tlrcir'
lvanin¡¡ poner.

After losin¡g this llitl, tlie Council \,'íls forcecì '[,o cìrop their rI]ible

readingl clause ¿ì.ncl concen'bratc oli tlleir rri/1ht of cntryr clause. 'l'his

clenand, that'l,lre clenominations be,,',iven acccss to scl-rools, scenccithe on1.y

r,ray to acconìmoclíì.'be tlre Cathol-ics ¿r¡d Lutherans so bhat a unitec'l ltlaLÍ'or:nr

froni the Clris't j-an Uhurches coulci b" ,,r..,rnt"cl .1)u 'I'liuc, in l-94O, r,'.rìriJ-e a.

rvar rras bein¡1 fou¡iht in thc nilt¡tc of'Clristi¿rnit¡' "''"ittst the rCoclles¡;l

I'lazirs ¿¡nd the rlieathenr Ja|;:.nesc, a ljill- r"Jírs pre$cn'bed to Parliamen'b

providing a half hour per v¡eek ins bruction Linre clurin¡1 school hours for
every Christian reliflious orfjanisa'Lion. I'b aclc.iecl '[hat this ¡rrovision
applied to all prlmary, hi¡lh anrì Lcclrnical- state scìlools and tira'b sì.;¿:,iúe

-beachers vrere not allowed to 'Lalcc relL'-;lious ecìuc¿rtio¡r. Furttrer, i'i: ttatecì

that the rest of eclucation In schooLs was to be separate

ancl remain secular ancl't hc conscicntious objec'bors',¡erc no1; obli¡;ec-l to

receive extra secular instrucbion j.f' tlrcy opi;ed oui; of reli¿1ious
(\'-'

instructioh."' 'Ihe li1l rnacle no rcference to the ilible, only ruo

clenominational- teachin¡1 by ìlinj-sl ers of reli¡;ion or their accredi'cecì

(03) s^PD, i_034, p.520

(e4) [<]lvard John Crai¡1ie vras tl-ie Incìeirencìenl, rnembcr for I¡finclers. lic lrncl
previously s'Lood unsuccessfrrll..y .Ln \'lalloroo (1910 ijin¡¡J-e-'la.:r),
Burra-l3urra (tgZt) art.t I¡Iincìers in 1.9214 and L')27. ile helr,r. i¡linders
from 1927 to l-94L vrhcn lre v/as de.Cca'Lccl . lie at'i;ernpted a rcolneb¿rcl:t

in 1"944, brut los'b a¿1;rin. íjee IJ. Jacttsch, Ân Iirrìex to ;qouth
Austral ian ['ar lianlen ¡ar../ Can<]i cla-i;e s . LJ57 -L97 :) , i;.4C.

SAPD.,

ibid.,

ibid.,

1934, p.1959.

p. BO.

p. {11 .

(es)

(e6)

(07)
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rel)resenl;ativc ri .

iL'lte l.lil1 rvas irrl;rocìuced not í\1,; ¿rn elccL;iotr lrrolt-Ll.;c -:lltcleecir Llic -L!'ll'i

elections h¿rcl l>cen r,ron v¡it-ltouL reJ-i.¡¡ious inE;truction receivin¡; rttucit

attention even thou,rih tlic Council- had ¿rttemp'Led'bo titalce it ¿,rt issue -
but clui'Le un¡er;1]rìecl , in tlte .year.s ìlcrl'orc the uelll- cÌue cì-ection' 1.,;'

tÌre Labor Opposibion Leacier, .iìiclxrrrls.:)!J 'rhol;tas l'1ny|orci, thc l:'reilier',

h¿rd votecl a¿¡ainst the 1934 ljill zurcl 1r¿icl no in'benl-ion of airirrg tire

na'bter alain: þe [a<], he tlrou¡ilrt, s¿r'bisfj-ec1 Llre cllurch lobbies b¡¡

inl,roducinj; a proflralnme o.l ti;llrter conl,rols on tlr'j.nì.'in.11 arucl f,ar;tìrIin.''..

I'he Eilucation l)c1;agbnrent ìr¿r<l l;lrovrrì no $ui)ilort for sltcir ¿r Ilill a-tr<.i aLì-tllougll

'bìrey were r:ot lrostile t.o 'blre cortcc¡,'b of reli;;ious i-r-is't ruction, tÌre

r\cting-Director of IìcJucatlon, (jltirfcs I;'crrner, tiiri illclicate iu ll)iiu 'i.,1 r¿ii

Ìre saw no e;¡.recial value in ljiLIc rca(lirì,.1-('('.'rrr,l , in 194O, ìle iv'rote tlrat

reli¡1ious instruction \,ras

Itan interruption of school tine... ';,'c rnust si:fe¡3uarci
the main ,function of' ¿r teacher, ',virich ir; to irnpart
bo l-ris scholars 'bl-re tnarbc:ri¡'Ll- contaitrecl it't 'ulie

syllal.iuses of insLructiort, antì ttpon trhicl i h1.s 1¡1
school is examine cl ¿tncl lris sl.ill- ¡ll;sessccì.rl

l',levertheless, on 1.tJ Sep'bcrlbcr .ì-!.r4O, t,Ìic liil-l \/as ìlrcsented; ib receivecl

a geconcl reaclin;- on 1ì Oc'bolter v¡lrcn il,Lcll¿rrcls ¿urcl JeÍ'.i'rles (the I'ini.sl;cr of

Ic]ucation ) slroile ; the f'o11owin,'r rtccl:, i i¿rc,riil-1iv"r-\]''l 
o:'l s1;ol;e a¡lains'L i'L

(9U) ibid., p.7ll.

(9S) noUegb íit¡rnley lìicll¿rrcls r'Jasi l¡orn:Ln lilljl'. .11 f'orr¡ier l,lethoclic'l- 1ii,'

¡rreacher., arncì llriner, rnouldcr and car¡.lett'bct', ire irelci 'bite se¿r'b oj-

lial-loroo f'ronl 19Li] to 194 1) , see Irl4y fortl , A. L.l'. l-)ersonnel in i.ìie
South ^A.us;tral-i¿rn LclSisIature, !l-lsrl--l$57. Iic i'ras ¿rlso cr lll'otr,illen1;
Rechabi-te (i.e., a totztl ¿rl-¡s'l,cLiner) r''"rho llac] lreen zr leaciin¡4
activis'b in the lllarly Closinll canrirai¡'.u prior '.;o enterin¡1
Parliamenl,. Íiee Concìon, Itlre t oric ¿rnci I'icali1;y , ¡i. 12fi.

(l-O0) Conclon, lìrian, lÌlre't oric ancl lleali'1,;', p1.r.L67-I7O.

(l-0L) ibicl., p.L'/o.

(1-02) l/ilIianr lf¿rc¡lillivrAy tvas el-ccberl irs tlre Indcl;'enclent rnernbcr for
Chaffey in 1O3B ;incl lrek.l tltc sc¡r'l, until l-95u. lle tt¡ice (in 1i,'5Ü

ancl 1959) unsuccesf'u1l-y aLLtcirq;'t-crJ to reilain tl re sea'b. Sir Sitirley
\iilliams Jeffrj-es r,uon Llle l,lorti-r Ac.leL¡rir.lc seat for the Llì-¡eral l'arby
in L933. In l-9:li:1 , iris,.;c¿it bcc¡-u,rc iorrcns anrl he helct'blre ncl,'l1l-
nanecl elec bor¿r'Le r-rnti11 1!44 u¡hcn lre ltar.i defe¿r'sccl. See i-r . Jeiensch,
An Inde>< to Parlianen 'Larv C¡rrir,licl¿r-bes in Íjoul,Ì-r liustralicur Il lec-'cions,
L857-7973, ¡r¡r.L17, 15!).
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ít.[-ber wfi|cll t] rc clcll¡.rtc v/¿t[i ¡rljourrrc:rì trn'bi1 (, Ilovcnrìrerr \vhen it t'¡¿u;

p¡tr;socl . Orr 'b¡cr.L rla.y Lherc vrcrcl onI.y l.l liIcirllcríl iL; ,iriltri b i'b. i ¿rc,r li.l-.L j.vr¿r.y

rcf'erre(l ltr.ì.efly l;o í.jorrblr Aur.;{;r.nl..i itrrl :Í'ou¡rtiitl;iolì I jr'.LIlcj.pl,c of rJ-'r'cc l¿ri'1,}rt

,,vl re¡:e uLl reJ-Í¡ir¡uL: c.lissen$ion \frì.t-: íìcco¡urtotl¿rterl lurLl vlì rere tlre i.l bat"o llcp{;

ri¡;ht ou'L of crtr¡r rur''1ious iou.,".1o3 lle also iìrliuccl that the llill r';as

rnot a reLiiiious l:u'b i:r politicirl rìrc¿ìsurerrrlO4 tli¡rt i'L tvas sirnply a
I ()l;rvo.be-catg¡in,.1rrr íllrnmrciir 'uiliìL; .blrcrc \'/a[j i-to puìt1ic demand for ib, b;r¿'.t

i-i;:elel,'cllrectly ir¡ the f¿lcc of arllumcnts vrlricir bhc Lal¡or Party liaci

pursuecl for tlrc llrevious tt'lenty J¡cí]ì-rS, atncì Lll¿r.L i.l.; rccker] of st.tsu,icious

liorsc-ileal inli.

A number of speeches in favour of''t,ire ljill f'ollotrccl , lvl-rích mainl¡'

refêrred to clecli¡in¡l church at'bcnclan'rce, incrc¿rsitrÍi lraterialisrn and ¿r

i:irowíng inclifference to splritu¿rl rra'b'Lers and 'bltey sa\'/ blle 1930s as

suf:ferinû l"¡ecause of it.106 Ancl tlren 0rcri¿1ie,riave a f'our hour clissertation

in lrhlch he offorecl four najor reirr;onli t/lry tlrc clturcltes should be lieJr'c

out of state scllools. For a stårt, lrc Ítotccl tlrat'bhe clerÈy hacl

aclrni.ttetlrrthat the future of rcli¡,ion Ís l-¡ourtrl ulr tritlL tl¡e cleric¿rl

control of' eclucation... the c¿tllburc of tl rc clrilt.t is tlre essentiaL

prOlimlnary to ¡¡e retention of tjl ,c ,,'r.luIt".107 'i'llerefore¡ he arl.¡recl ,

grls Dlll vlae allowlnÍ¿ a¡cl , inrlccrl, clrcoural;ín;j tlre early indootrin¡r'L;ion

of c¡llclren. Scconclly, 'Lo 'beacli rcli¿;iotr to clrilclren ¿r-rcl then to stt¡,;est

tira'b t¡ey can reject or ret¿tin iL later is, lre níì:LnLaiued, spuriotts'

sínce beÍn¡1 incìoctrina'be<l , tlrey vroull l.re unal;le 'bo ¡rallc ra'bionaf

jucl¡;emonts. TLrirclly'

rrÀ1I the tirne tlre r-eljÍr;ic.¡us Ue¿rclrer is pursuing his
tasli lre is Lraunted by tlre consciousness ther]Ú vrhat he

is te¿iching a6 unques'Lionable trublr is l¿-'r¡jely at
variance r,vj.th ¡iro<lern tlìouf1llt. . .rrlOij

ancl f inally,
rr...lleli¡1ion is not in'ber.estccl in bhe esta-l¡lislurrent
of tluth, but olrly I'rith tlte accei-rt¿rnce of rvhat it
believes to be truo.r'10Íl

(103)

( 1_04 )

(Los)

(l-oG )

S./\.P.D. rl.94,Or I).123L.

ibld. , ,¡t.!232.

ibid. t It.!',?'iò2

I3leby, oÌ:.cit, t p.74.

(foo¡ and (L09) see nex'L Pa';c.(roz),



I

39.

l'r,rrther, Crai¡1ic sul it.les;Ler,l tlra'|, 'Llrc ljill iracl l¡een iilannecì by s'ueerl'll ,r110

tlrat its denorrriu¿rtion¡rl erlt¡rlrirr;ili r'Jas conLrar./ 1,o a.n ltistoricaL Clhurch-

Sb¿lte se¡taration j.n South Austrcrlii,r, Lhi¡t i [; ,,¡¿t$ ittconsistent, i:u'tlr j-; ,j-oul

rurcl clicl rlo'b hiìve llopularr. rtnll-a.trtl-i'iIe sulr¡,o"tt.l'1I ljo'Llr lris o.ncl

I iac¿liIlivt ay | Í; a.r.ìcndnìerltrì ucre unrLccel.rtal¡1e to Iliclr¿rrc.ìs , vrlio , never'Lì reless ,

r,¡as una'ule to anst'¡er tnost of' thcir accul;¿r'Lions.

Deslrite its a¡lpeiren'b ¡rnot¡i¿rlics [i re ]iiIl lras l)assc l )7-':i artc,l , ali I;le't-,y

observecl , rrthe r,rliole natter r,.¡¿rs lrrarl<ed b¡¡ ei l-ircii of- ;,ublic in'beres'b".112

Certainly, thcre',,,rere no letters'bo Lirc liditor in the press' no i)eti.i.;ions

and no public meetings l¡ut r,¡lre'clrcrLlrat :LncliccL'bcs indifference, ignorance

or satis:taction is¡ no'L e¿ìs.y to asccrtu.in. iil-eby su; aÍ.tes'bs tha'l- 'rl.:erl't;rl¡s

the ¡';ror',ltl'r of relillious inrlifferencc¡ o. \'las a necessary prelucle to tlie

in'í;rocluction of relifjious ins't ruc1;ion 'l-o the s'Late "cl',ools."113 ff tlrat

is acceptalrle 'Lhcn Lhe rluestion oulih'b [,o be aL;lleci - iv]lJ/ tlre Srot¡ini.

reli¡1ious inclif'forence? iìllrc clturclrcsl vcre r,vorllinr; lrarcl in their pi::.rJ.shes;

lreople ruere bein;1 lcillecl in ¿r lvorlrl r,'¡i,rr to cìefetrci Oiristianity; a¡cl

economic 1¡rosl:erity lvas llror'¡inl i. l'erha¡;s, in s1:rii;c o:[ al]- tLrat, Lra'Lricìi

0tFameII ttu" 
"i.11rt 

tvhen Iic clail;lccÌ bha'L

rrln Âustralia... \,/heut ir l;iogt s;l-lnil'icl.inL lris-[,orical]-y
abou't, rcli¡3ion j.si its l'¡ci'rlutess, i Lr: of Í'ortr; to achieve
sone s1,renf Ill'1"s, :l'i;s 'bcncous ancl in'bermi'btent holcl on -Lile

minds ancl he¿rrt;s of 't he Âustralian 1;eople, i'Ls peripitcral
or subortli.tr¿r'l-e rela l-iolr l"o t,he:lr ntain coucerlls. rrll-4

/'rncl yet, the r,¡lroLe relii.lious iltsLruction issr.re t,¡¿Ls tllc subject oÍ' i.ìivisj-v<:

cìel¡ate ancl c1ui1"c lart-je-scalc ¡lu'uJ-ic itivol-vc-.rnent. As early ets Ii\7|!,

(1O7) S.A.P.il., 104O, ¡s.!itrl7.

( ]"os ) ibid. , 1r.1.1149.

(l-oo) ibid. ¡ r''.Li).72.

(11-o) s.A.P.D., 1940 , p.L').47.

(l-11) Conclon. r op.cit. ¡ ¡rp. 1ûlì-1-t),'1 .

(11,r) IJlebyr ol).ci.b.¡ p.74.

(1:L:r) ibid. , 7t.{)'/.

(114 ) P. O I li'arr.clI, rt/ri1.in1q tlic r ir:n<:riil history ofÌ r'ius tral-i¿rn reli'liour ,

, VoI .0, IIo.l., 197(ì,'t.tj7.in The Journal of llelillious lii:l["or.],.
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ít(,r000 si¡';nr,rturcfl Lrl)ì)eitrorl o¡ì iL p<r Li Lj.ou ¡.rtjl:irr: i .ilor' ::e1i"¡iious :Lns Ll'uc Lj.ort

l¿O ile inclUrlc<l irr l,lrc r.iclrool cut.rri Culrll. r^rí;lltti'1.i.¡1,,', 1;l t(iL'LIleÍ-ic llí'iriel.l \/clC)

no b ¡ia'blrcrccl lr.y cocrciorr or f 
'rrrut.t or llr.i.bc::.1', l;l te.y' r;urc1¡' inrìiciite lr

lj'L;ronl;1 rníìsF:i sul)J)ort. Arlr:ti t 'LeriJ-y, bllc. J-lì9tj r'c.lerelìrlttln t'r¿,t:j lrel.d on lui

elec'bio¡ rìay ìrui; LLre rcfercnf-lul,, vobirll i vir-r,i nob comirltlsory anti i'b i'rb'i;r"eLc'Lecl

äO per cent oJ' tlre constituerrc¡¡. In .L'JO'/, 'i;lre lieIi,'lious ll4uc¿rtion in

llta'be Schools Le;rgue boasbcrl i'.'ir()O() lncnrbers l¡ncì l¡llj.Ic nosl- of' l,l-tc:,r ',¡ere

in no <loubt yrass:i.ve .eul)porbers, tl rcir ljheer rvei¡:;ltt of' rìLunllers re¡:resct-iteci

an impressfve vo'r;írit bIo".1l'li 'L'lre rel-itiious itrstruc'bion issue continually
c-"Ltractecl the lrre$e inthe f'orrn of editoricrls, Le'bters to the ilditor and

feature artlcl-e6. 'I'hrou¡¡l Lou'U tlril; irerioci, Íìuttda;' school ¡urcl ci-turcÌr

¿rttendance v/asj an inte¡4ral ilanL ol'a norrnal vJcel( i'or the vast tnajority.llÛ
lÌe1i¡,;lous fnsl:rucblon,lrad been irrl;rorlucecì in'i,o all tì're other lìtirtes iry

1l)L0 (nrost of tirorn had lb l¡r 1;1re lr.ine'l,ecnbli ceutur'¡.) and, irr f'¿rcb, ì;¡-

Lg24,rrsou'bh Âuc'LralJ.a l,¡as'Llle onl¡'s'l,i.Lte in'blre llrii;j.sh lÌrrrpire r,'rlrich h¿'"cì

no provlglon for llell¡¡Íouc Irrntruction irì l-itato schools ,rJ'I'| 'i'ire i-iLa1,e

l-ra¡¡líarnent tliroullhou'b the ulrolo peti.orl r/¿rs Õoririroset-l ahlÒst entireh,' of'

0lrr.letlano. '1'lro Tnspee'bortl*öenor¡rl of Iicl,uoutlon tvcre all" rlevout Lil rr'is'üians.

In otlrer r,lordË,'Uhoro ocenecl [o exluI enou.rl'r ¡,r.ttiü ljtlì]liort o.s \;e11. as enou¡-;ii

61tpÌrort frorr iroo¡¡1e 1n eitlrnlnir,i'brtL1;:Lvc oncl le'iitil¡Ltivo positlon$ 't;o stl;,¡jes'c

tfuat rell¿,;lôun frrst1:uetíoR Õoutd lrave ìreort 1n'i:r.o<-lucccl in'üo Soutl'i .'iusUraliarr

$'bf-ìte ðÕhoo16 rrb aR¡,i'bír¡lo nl'ter" ti ra 1.tj7O6 arrtl ¿ic-b ib tiict not evcili;u;.:-'Le

untlL Lg4O vrhen t;lle cleina¡rrl f'or. tl'rc eoÌrli$6¡ ¿,t;1o¡,o'[ ln ter¡ns of'lrub]-io

ínvolvemont, ñeÕrìod to Lo nl, i.tc lo','lccb olli;. 'l'liere docrt er¡rpce¡: tcl i'rc ¿r-

basle Õöntrâdtction bëüvüeon bire lll,lcotirei.rd rell;,;lourl inclifferenoe lirevalent
l¡ 1940 ¿i¡cl tho rteeleton l;y tl.ro fjot-r-b]r 

^tiÉtr.aliari,rovêrnr;tent 
to let,;lsl.aì;e

l'or" a nìêJor 6duofl'blô11all and rôl.11;i.ouit chctri;,;ê irhlcÌr irad been ho[Iy resisteci

for,seventV yecre. Îhêre LtIöo, llt r¡ry vier,,r¡ 1s golire rloub'b abouL i;hother-tìre

(115) 'tlher¡e iluuti ¡rêÍt¡ìíri, hor,rovef', nolnc tloul¡t eil.l [,o'bÌre Interpretatiott
Of, tlrooe lo.r..qo rnomlletif-Jhijr nuirbern. fn [lrê abÉence of infornabion
tO the oônbrafây, it ctiultl I¡c rer.rgonobly atitiulrrod that ¡iroups (e.1;.
ëhuf.ôh6õ, 6ôoIêt1êElr etc. ) vrltlr lar,r'io noniiil.rl enLl pêrhalrs over'IapÞin-;
flì6fì1berðlrlpË hfJ¡lib at.fiLl¿ite r,litlr tlro I,qatjqq crnd 'bl-rus transfer tlreir
RufnbeÏrË 1;o A fatllöt{ jiellorol-tniy oeilculeLLot.l nretnbofshlp. r'iocural"e
inforniatlon oohöanhln¡1 thc i)1.e¿ìiiclo\'/n of lt"lliitil hrelnìiershí¡r t'roulci
allow ¿1 tnofi6 t)1.êel6e ârialyriiß o:[' bhelr süÌ.;1lort curd, t]rerefore, a

lese SiroOulcr'tjiyë aö6e66lnclrL of' blreir trroLitical lnfluence.

(1.1o) Äbou'b 7A yiën ôont of ptio¡rl.o tJrele t'êrrul¿lr at'bendcT's.

(117) 4 l.areh¡ ).924) ín ConCon (e,1")r
Ër4ritrr Vo1.ITïr Þ¡ilü¡
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c(}Íj
$ectí,trian clif:[-cr-cn, be'bv¡cen tl ic 0'iri-ct ilut clrurcl'reu v/afi -blre rnajor rcason

f'or L¡e rlclay si¡co l:llr: Cr.rLl lolic t)lrtrrch, tv) licll vral.; ccrtcrinly L;ìic nil-L.ior

ol)por.rellt to tlro le¡lislartion, ,.,'iìil iLlt,;i.L.yt; t,iuclt r,/c¿ilier" in both nulì1lrcr[.i

iurcl 1>o1itical ip¡-lucncc, i¡ 'ulris r;'Ln'Le Llran in c¿',stcrn stal,es (esl>eci¡illy)

rvhere simÍ1ar l.e;;islation lr¿xl beelì 1)ítf.jsetl blrirb¡' or nlore ye¿u:tj ¡lrevi-ousl¡'.

Tìre lrliole issue see¡ns envclope(l ',ry a curious nlystery ',vhich de:fies ortltodo:<
I

a¡ralysis ancl l)eils oonte otller exlrlcurn.Lion Lo clarify 'bhe confusion.

l'ias it tþe v¡ar r'¿hich ¡rrovicìet1 Lìrr:l'inal. lruslr? Paul 1\Lmot't<l c'loes llo'c

cti.scount its influetlce: Ire t'rrol.c Lir¿rl, ib is

il...\,.r1Ìcn t'r^" 1ts¡nlrlti bltc ilroxit,ri'Ly of r-lc¿l'Llrr 'bhat

reli,r liousi alvaretlcst:; or ¿ì.i; Io¿uiL; bire necri for reli¡1ion,
conìeu 'bo tlrc forcrr.l.Lfì

ljut surely t/ortrl ïl¿rr I was jusL ¿rr l¡1oor,ì1,'rtì(' r¡locllcssrand bìre cllurcites

¿rnc1 theír reliíiiouEt instructiorr |,rou|Íi I'"'ere muclì Í'l";r'onl;er })riori:o l-920

than the.y rrere í10 years l¿r'bcr.

iiae it part of a scheme to arljusl.; L;hc í-jol rool cul'r'j.culutn to nee'b nei; Öconol,ìic

ancl industriarl ¡tceck¡? Ln ljoutl r Auritr¡,rl-j.¿r irrrt,lct.lin't;e1y ìiefore L940r liraior

j.¡du,ãtria1 deveJ.oitment þarl bcj,;urì -Lo riclit¿rtrcl nctt jobl;, t1e1'/ 1-lopulation

concentra'blonsr ¡1êvr laL¡our sl;i]-ls Í.rlt(l ne',{ social i,'.l1cl economic aslrirations.

f.b is reaËonablc to asgumc th¿rL'Llrc S'b¿rl;c l'roulcl malíe sol'ilc attentpt'Lo

co-orcllnate tircir g,uptr)orL for. ;Lntlustry, c<ìucat'Lion ¿tncl reli¡1ion, Ínber-aliat

írr cuch a rrây t¡af, ¿rt t¡c verj/ ]ô'',s{-, 'Llrc/ ttould r-ro'L be Ín open conJ-'lÍct.

lis indlcatecl ¿rbovc, thc carl;r f'oultclers of tlle colotli'liílvê'bhirs Iioal a

l'rilCr príorfty ancl tlroullhout SouLlr /,usi;raliars ltisi;ory in both 'birc

níneteentþ anct 'br,¡entíc'Ltr cerlbur.ly', ciluT.clr,ren, cl,tÞloi'ers, educationalists

ancl le¡1f61a'Lorß froquently c¿rllcrl f'or 1;ltc solrooL curriculufit to ¡rrovicie a

ËÕ1ld C¡ntstlûn ¡lor¿ì1i'tiJ¡ f'or eve::;,'otro c.ntì es!ecluÏ1:r¡ bire chilch'en of -Liie

poor and'Uhe vorþ,ÍnÍ.1 clasc. Ancl yr:'b, in spi'bc o1' blic f'recluency of tÌr<;ir

catls, 'bhey seern rnorc r.Anrlol¡r alrrJ crpr'icious than rc,;ular ancl ¡:recìictal:le.

I¡rotn my readinl 1, 'bhcre is no clj.rccl; comcLati,on beLrtcen, on blxê one l.iandt

a gubÉtgntlal increase itr ¿rtten'Llon bo rnor¿lI criucai;ioû ¿Ìrcl , on bltc oLltert

íncroasecl pfÕs1.re¡i'!y. In nctrlll;ion, 'l,ircrc is t'ro coll$isUenb tine-Iir,' ,

beUt'lcen econorrj.c f'ltrctua'Liong ¿rn<l ìrrorLll L;lrrt¡s'bs. ''or c:<iurtlrIe, r'thiJ-sr; tlre

lL94O re11¡¡iouu j,rrctruc1;ion j,trtrotlt rcl;ion oÕourrccl rlurln,; a porìou

(11¿r) A1montl, f,aul, rltcll;,,i.ouc l'ltlucation - ','/lÌir¡¿r in !l!gþ, Vol.:l-, I;o.l-)
7975 , p,';2,
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of in¿us'Lriatr ex1>ansion an<l no1 lorìíl íì:lber eÌ loni,, en(l severe dc¡rression,

o. rrimilar cconot:tic l)attern occurrer-l l)rior to Lhc 1[]7il Dclucation AcL (j-.e. ¡

¿l rccess;ion frotn 1.tÌ(i!,-l-fl7O ,['oIlovrct] ll.y lnajor econotitic (nrainll' a¡,rÌcu1-[,ural

lurrì lras'Loral) c;<pctnsion) ¿rncl ycL L;l ris; ÂcL;, r','lriIe l'uncliunentall¡' qt.t-

lrlulin¡i -bhe exisl:ini1 ecluca[;iona]- set-u¡:, reiccbed [,]re r¡ost ollvj.ous metllod

o:fÌ indicatin¡1 a s't ric'b nìora1 s't ;urt.larrl ¿rttrl rel-usecl 'Lo provide reli,.,ious

ins'truction in s¡rite of ¿r subsl-anti¿rl public dem¿ncl.. Lil:ev;ise, bhe 1390s

inclustrial rìevelo1lment, l¡ìrioÌ'r also loltot'recl ¿t clis¿ri'Lrous recession, l'¡¿ls

rìccornpa-niert by ,.ione rnass sulrlro¡L for rel.L¡1ious instruction ¿ìnd )'e't no

1e¡lislative reac[;ion r¡as forLìrcor;rin;.,. In contrasb, rìuring tlie rnict-fate-

tr,renties, rvhen'Lliere v,'as nei'Lllcr Lì ì¡oo¡n tror it cle¡lression affectinl- tlie

economy ancl TJllen public i¡rtcres[,',;as rnuc]r Icss vocal , reli¡¡ious instrttction

\'rets very nearly j-ntroduceit .

l-lor.rever, vlhile no consis'l-en'1 , tlirec't corrclation aÌ)l)ea.rs to e;<ist l-ret'ieen

econornic fluctu¿tÍons anrl cfiil'rije$ l,o r,ror¿rl e<ìucation le¡.1isIa'bion, l-ìiat

shoul-d not be tal'.en to inclj-cate'Llral.; tlrere is no iioli'Liceil rela'uionsìli1r

be'Ll'¡een chan¡ies in the econolnic r;l.rucLurc aud chíi.n.';es in tiloral- and soci¿Ll

ab'citu{es. I s¡¿J.I arllue la.ber tlrat ;r corn})Ie)í ¿ind of Len con-Ûradic'l"or¡'

relalion exisbs, l.I.ra'b i'b cloes ¡rot ¿rlvrays; na¡rif'csi, iLseIf in 1e¡1isla'cion,
-bhat it is often rovealecl i¡r ecluc¿rtioneil practice (¿urcl theory) a¡lC 'birr.L't

i'b ceul be interpreted as a P¿ì.rt of'a farl 1er s'Lru¡r',Ie betvreen tire

clefenclers of e;<istÍn¡1 politic¡rf sl-ructureL; and tl;ose 'r/lÌo conunit tl'relilselves

'bo irrogressive c[an¡ie. Iu 'bhc tnc;urtine, f i¡rLend 'i;o 'breat the ,üenernl

economic clinrate as a conte;<'b il'r';rlricl L-bo obscrvc various eciucatiou¿'-l

a:rci reli¡',ious chan¡¡es. Ih¡rt '"viI1 servc 'blree purì)oljcli - i''¿ foreshacloi'rs

the later cìet¿rilecl 'Lheoretical clil;cr¡ssion, it ctvoi<lr.; 'Lhc dan¡;er of

isoJ-ating a scrics oJ: evelttu frorTt 'blleir ])roi.)cr hist-orical environmcn-b,

ancl it enables speci:lically pertinenrù ecor-rornic connec'uions to be marle

v¡itirout inrplyinll thiìt tlrcy r.cltrescnt û Causal abcrr¿rtion.

I,lotinlj t¡e clijÌficulty of e:<¡t1ainin,: ; 'l,hc ì,a.ssiat ie of the 1940 Eclucation

Ac'u, Brran conclonr''tt' ,r an unìrubrislrcrl clisscn'L;abiou, unearthecì

lrrcviouslyuncliscovcrcdclocunen'Lsv¡lticlir'''"hilenotlenclin¡lovertcrecience

(l-19) Conclon, Ilrian, Iihe Loric ancl lìelrlitS' ¡r¡-r .141-i-1 99.
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to the ¿ìr')Urncnt; :lntro{uce(l abovc, tìirl l)rovi([c Gol;rc cvic.]cnce tiiat lurlli.tr¡,

i¡il,;hin tlie conlusin¡', l.ltrt'l,Lc ovcr rcLi,",ious i-tr:;t'rucLiou, ¿i bit oÍ'

suryeptitious intri¡;ue, pcrllirpri rroL urrrelatcd Lo ecotlo¡iric circumstantces,

i;ers Ìtei¡,1j plaji-ccl . IIe cletailc(l sorììc c):Lra-Irarlia¡r¡cn'L,¿t::y nelio'lriations

teaclir'rg up to tlte presen'Lation of tllc llill- in'blrc ilouse of i\ssemll11'

',yhict¡ clearly dcnions-br.abe tlle e;(iGtcnce of ¿r poLi'i;-i.co-reli.qious nlanoeuvlre

cìesignecl to facilita'be Llic l)a€;síìÍ;e of'tlrc lij-11. Îìre tlctails arc',¡or--tl.r

recalling botlr :lor l-ristorj.c¿rl i'rccuracy ruxl iilso Lo inclicate the sort of

strate¡Iic 1i¡rison v¡hich can occur be'1,'..'een lrel1-¡lIacec.l individuals v;ho

represent specific interestr: in a in¿rL'ber involvin,r , lc¡iislative chanije.

lr,s mentioned al'love, 't he reliflious ins'bruc''ciotl issue ltaC to some e>iten'bt

ireen canvassed a'L thc L03il Sltatc clecLions. TlÌe ììeliiiious Instruction
j-n State School,s Le¿¡1uc Itacl ìtel-cl public rrcetin¡1sr l)¿ìssecì resol-utions

seelling the intro{uction of 'bhe llcr'¡ Sou-L;ir !/alcs Iìcfi:iious Instruction

s¡¡s¡em into Íloutlr /rustraliau-r sLa.te schools, iiacl cicclæecl 0 I,arclr (iust

tr,;o r,,reel<s before tlre elecLion) tlÌcl-iijious I¡rs.bruction in Staie Schoolsl

lìunclay and l'rac] put out arllorv 1o Voter¡.uicle in tlrc ner/sllapers. lliril-e

t¡ey dicl not h¿ì.vc tþe su¡r¡logL of l-lic C¿r'bhol-ics or Lut-bircrans and, 
".'L:ile,

nruch of the cllurch ener¡'y prior Lo thc elec'bions ltacì bcen sl]ent on

cìemands for liquor anil il¿unbl-j.n¡t controls, 'blrc reli,,ious ins't ruc'biou

lobby r'ras clisarlrpointerì'bli¡rt'1.;lrcir.LOliil e.î.[-orLs hati ircen in vain. .fliomas

Irlc¡'¡er¿ (later Íiir'I'homas) lrccanc J'rcmicr arncl , a$ irl 1934 r'¿hen hc votecl

a,fìa:inst tlre reli¡',ious instruction llilL, neither he nor his ¿iovertlnerr-b

shorved much synllatlry for 1;lie relil1i.ous ius'bruc'Lion PusÌl. llhere r."/as no

men'[,ion of it |n 'bhe Ac]clress-in-llellly clelra'ce excel;'c by t]'re Liberal i'Jhittie

arncl Lhe Incle¡tenclcnt Illin¡ 1,ro"'bl,.1tlo IIo llj-l-Is vere forthcomin¡; anci so,

late in l-93f), tire BESS J)reì)ared for;¡e'i, anotl)er clection campai¡;n, due

ín 1-941-.

ilorvever, on Sclrternber L8, 1-9210t

i.e|hoclist lay ¡;reacher vrho harl'

r'ri'Llr no forc,.','¿trnin,:-,, liicitcu:rlsr a iorrner

liov,'ever, opl)oijed f'ornter Iiills on reli¡ious

[1c]er 0eor¡,e t.lþi'Lt1c tlas 1,hc LiÌ.¡cr¿rl rntltni:er for L'ros1-tect llrol,l
l-938-1944, 1947-19Ii3. (1cor1 ,e '.lallicr IlIin¡;'",'or''cl I r'¡on l,he Ooocr,i¡ooC

seat in ]-t)ljil l¡u'L helrl 1'L onl-],'for one].errn. lie llad previousJ-y stoocì
unsuccesfully for S'burt in L{l1U. ijce I). Jaenscir, fur fnde>l io
Parl-iamentar

(r-20)

¡rp.115, i.l1io.
v C¿urdiclirtes i.n liout;lr Âr-ts'Lralia¡r , jlec.l,ions 

' Ltl57-1973,
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jns'bructlon. (as lra<l llis lrit¡.t.y) introclucc<.[ , as a private ntember, (evcn

tìrou¡¡fi he r¡as L]rc Labor Loadcr), ¡r ljil1 wllicl r r'JCì,s 1ral;oed scven r'rcellE;

Later l¡y iL7 vo'Les to bi'rr.ec on (i l'lovcltrllcr a'b f'our orclocli in tl.ie t,rornirl¡¡.

l,revious relj.¿;iouc insLrucbion liil-Ls lracl been ;,,ivetr i:o the Ilcluoa.Lion

Deparl,lnen'L for cotrrrnen1, lrrior to i'L;s introduction, bul, uot'Lhe 1940 one -
'bhe Depcrrbment rcceivecl a oopy on 30 Sep'be¡nber, trvo'r¡eel<s afterLlre firs't

reaclin¡1. The Ac'1.;in1;-Director of il<lucation, (jharles 1''cnnerr121 urlto

¿pparen'b]y kr-lcv,'notl rin¡1 of tl re inLcndocl Uill rìurin¿; July ancì./tugus.'ct

cluerieci one $cc'Lio¡r of Ll¡c J-]i.i-11"' ' tr,.,t lris co¡itments '"'rere i¡;noreci. Tor,-,

Stot'b-'-" asliecì rlucstions about'blìc s¿rrrrc Íls¡icc'L , n¿uneli- tltat noretherr

one þalf-fiour lleriod lter rvce]: '.¡ír.c lieinii lriactc avail-¿Lì-r1c for rel-il-:ious
j-nstruc'bion lcssons. Crail,;ie ltover-l an ¿uneuclnren1 j-n Iine vritlt l"enlìerrs

recornmen(lation. itacl iillivray in s;:e¿rliiní1 ii.'liiinst 'bhc ljiIl , presenteci a

i:cbition of o¡.tposition from l-hc i-icvcnth Day ,\clven'l;is'bs. ,ljut a1I tvas to

no ¿lv€ril .

Craii-iic, durinl; his lon¡( ancl lictre't raL;i.n¡; s1;eeclt llercell'bively hin-Led

'tilaL he r'/as; ¿rr.','arc of' so¡;ìc ltacll::oot,i bar¡liri,nit1,: 1 - lte ;aict,

trC1cr,r",;¡¡rncn, too , l"rcrc íli )l)¿rrcntl¡i ìrc b';cr inf orrnec,

¿rs -[,o .Lhc nrovcr;rent;l; in 1'cÍ-;ar(l ì;o ';llis ì'lctlsurc tlìan
r'¡ere'bhosc associ.a'Lecl'"'.'i Lh tlre fncìe¡ienilcnts.. .ttI24

Condon clivul¡1ecl 'Llrose bcrrriaitrs ',¡ltcrt lre '',¡ro-t-c -l;ll¿r-'c

"'l'he 1f)40 lliIl succec(lc(.1 bcc.rul;c for Llrc i-'irs''c tiurc
no nra.jor Clris'bicur cìerlol,riuü1;ion ',1¡ts olri;oleci to 'l,1re

nreasure - inclurlirt,; for Llrc Í'irs'L blt'te, 'Llie Catholic
Church... 'thc llill rcl)r-cricnbcd tlrc lolrel;'i, conmon
clenorrrin¿r'bor of ûlpeernenL bc't t'vccn LÌic rnajor OLristia¡
churches as tlie ltricc of- L;ire inclul;ion o:i the
Catl:olic Clturch... tlre l:j.1I rval; in flac'L draiLed by
a Catholíc Iar,vyer and ¡ruìllic fi,'iure in 'i;erl¡s clictated
by lrie nevJ /irclìi;isJrop, blre l ol; L ì'ì.ev. l)r'. i i¿i'i;tlretr

Lìeoviclr, jus'b 1ately ar"ri.vccl frol.t V1çLe1'l¿.rr1215

(L21-) Acìey, tlre l)j-rector, uas olt l-rrc-rejuircrnent lcavc at tlle 'bi;re'

(l?-?-) This section û2:lj allor,¡ecì for rnore tl iar-r one half-hour per 
"iccìr

for reli¡iious instruction Lel;sons.

(1-íL3) Torn Clc¡rve Sto'L'b r'rau bìrc lnrìeirerrrlcut ¡,tc¡nber r'or lÌidley f'ron 1-933-
:l-00û. .l-n l'ac'1.;, I're lrarì ucl)rcscnberl lris clec,r,oral;c since 1933r cal-l-eci
¡\lberL forbl'rosc fircL fivc i'eilrs.

0-24) S.A.Ir.l.). , 1.94O, 1t.Lil,4'/.

(l-2lt) Condon, oP.cit. r l).1í-)f).
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l'lie acLuaI in'|.;ri,r lue occurrctl tl rur: otr 1i) .lul¡r, I',)'1O t'. le'L'bcr, si,r,ncci

by Archdeacon Clampett, the Ânglican llishop of Adelaicle and the President

of the Councll for RelÍgious Instrucl"ion in State Schools' was

liublislied in Lllc Ac'lvertisc..t't' t.'his Ic'b'ber call-er.l J.'orrrifir'b oí'cnti.',. 1

by-bhe cler¡y ancl for the rj-l;h'b oÍ- ''ce¡icl'rcrs to also ¡,ive instruc'l,ion in
rcli¡gion, Lcoviclr reiLd blrc leLbcr, and bein,, clisburbecì lty tlre Ia'cLcr

su¡,1¡-iestion, asllcci II.Âlden,ianr, a C;rtirc¡1ic, lrrolrinen'b Ii:.1'ryer anc.L t,tember
1 t.)'/

of the 
^.L.P,r'''' 

to draft ¿r llilL allov,'in¡j rri¡!r'L of entryr bu]. no'u

allol';infi statc 'Leachers to 't ¿il"e rcli,ìious instruction. On 23 JuIy,

Clar:ipe bt r,¡as invi-Lecl l.;o <l j.sctrss l-lrc r[r.rf L r'¡i th ]-;eovich v¡lro sericl , ciui'Ue

unccluivocally, Llrnt lre (ancl 'Lhe llor.t¿¡.n Catlrol-ic Cl rurcli) r'.'oulcì sul:irorL a

IleIi¡lious Inslrruction llil-1 -l-ir¿r'|, includcd tri¡;i lb of ctrLr¡rr l¡ut otrl¡r i:Ls so

lon,,; as s'bate school tcaclrerl; \jer'c l)rcverll,c(i fr:onr tr-tilin,'1 scrii,tr-tre rcardiu,.;.

On 4 Íjcp'bember, Cl¿unl¡e11" rnovccì ¿r ¡,rotion ilt tìrc,rd<-'l-¡Licle Diocesan S1'nod

neetin¡.; vhictr <icl-ctcd fronr tl icir. Iìr:Ll,,ious I¡rs'LrucLion policy the clause

r,.,lrich refemerl 1-o te¿Lclters tal-,in; , rcli¡;ious insLruction. On Seittcmi-rer 5,

AIclerman inforned Jleovich tl-rlrt lìj-clr¿urls r¡as lrappy uo introduce 't ire l;i1f
in i'bs revisecl .lorrn but tli¡r'b l-rc (i.c., ìÌicì1¡Irr'ls) vani.;ecì Ileovicirrs,.¡ri'i;ten
suliì)orb. 0n Sc¡rtcmì:er 0, licovich r¿ro.be in '.1'lrc iic.ru'Liicrn úross tlr¿-Lt

Ca¡.thoIics r,'¡ou1cì sul:Dort bhe rri¡1lr'c of cntr¡,r uÌ¡iIe s'ciIl opposin¡5 'ceaciicrs

¡1ivin¡4 IlibIe I"u"ono.1í2fl Jur;[, ,Ll? rl;¡is lcr.l-er, the ,;-111 ].'/as preserrLecl to
l'arliannen't, in c>rac'bl.y those t,ert,rs on r¡iricll l^rlcier¡rart ¡urd Dcovicli ìracl insisteti .

(1-2C,) Aclver't iser, 10 Juì-y, l-C40. Jnciclerrtal l^y, f Ìvc cìi-rys laLer, lllre
Aãverffi pul:lishecl a conmenLin¡i le'btcr t'¡l-ricli saicl , in pafl "io
spreacl luro',¡leclile of tlrc ilibl-e is both lratriotic anc'l a reli¡;ious
service - ¿'r servicc to culture as r¡ell ris a service 'bo faitlirr.
Aclvertiser, 24 JuIy, l-i)40.

(1227) Alclernran rv¿ts 1i¡.ter l<ni¡ihLec| and nor¡i¡raLed-Lo1;he lli¡ih Couri ol'
Australi¿r altllouíil hc diecl beÍ'orc lie tooli uir the Ilil-¡lr Court
apl:ointnrenb. i:lec l|. Oondon, lìhetoric ancl Ile¡r1i'L¡,r, o1l .cit., 1r.191.

(12{.r ) Ceitholics stilt insistetl that on-ly rclil;ios coultl teacÌr relj-;;j-orr;
o'Lherwise , in uncornrni t becl ll;ur<lc; , blre cons'L¿rnt cìenger tha'[, rrlnoci:er1,

or clistorLion of' 'bhe r,rortl o:í' (jorl|r ret,rained. lìec Condon, i'.rid., ¡.,.193.
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Thus, tho Educatlon Act of 1940 wae ¡rassed. It was a signlficant
piece of le¡¿iolation l.¡ecause it rnarl<ed tho culminertion of a lon¡4 stru¡1¡1]e

and because fte pasaage wag accompanie<l by eu¡¿¡iestions of pollticar
intrlg¡re. I4ore-over, because it raised questions of expediency ancr

oonsplräclr and the function of public rhetoric its impact both within
the schools and in the wider community invites attention. This impact
is examined in the next chapter.

In summary, the Íssues produced by which the religious education struggle
hinged, ultimatelyr oñ the role played by religion in the deveropment

of the South Australia¡¡ colony. It had been a significant element of
the provincers early attempts to provide a haven for religious dissenters,
where a morally-strict education system was intended to produce attitucies
toward work and human relationships which woulci faciLitate an ordered and

unified society. rn spite of much denomi-national conflict, a basic
rcligíous consensua wae achieved which providect a hegemonic framework
within which the politicar battres between the churches was played.
These battles did not end in 1940 although the succe{ful passage of a BilI
arlowing cl.ergy to enter schoors cluring schooL l-rours represented a

compromlse whÍch had ramifications extending to party politics and industrial
politics as well as the politics of e<lucation. The fate of that compromise

is the subJect for analysis in chapter three.
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CHAPTER III

INTRODUCTION

This chapter has three focal poJ.nts. First, the period 1940-l-969

during which time church membershfp and attendance declined and religious
instruction 1n state schools became unworkable; secondly, the strategy
adopted in response to this by the protagonists of religious education;
and thirdly, the counte¡ustrategy used during the same period by their
opponents.

In dealing with aII three area€t, I extend the argument in the previous

chapter, namely that whlle Ch¡istian ethics remained at least the implicit
basis of schooling, the explicit programmea of religious instruction
continued to pose problems for the diffefent denominations. But, after
L94Or the problems changed. While tbe sbuggle to retain public support
and political influence defined the course of action for all the churches,
they fared rather unequally.

The Roman Catholics¡ having played such a strategic role in the 1940
rRight of Entryr Act, consolidated their growing influence by having their
numbers swelled through poet-war lmmigration of large numbers of Ïtalia¡ts.
Ttreir sheer size did not place them at any electoral disadvantage. Ilowever,

they did not regard rellgious instruction in state schools as a vital part
Ì

of their dríve to reach young people since their pre-occupatíon was

directed more toward their own convents a¡rd colleges and toward their
Sunday Mass attendance.

futl for the Anglicans and the Methodists, the success of religious instruction
was.impcrative. Thue, when it became clear, even by the mid 1940s, that
religious instruction was not achieving its aim of winning converts, these

two churches sought alternative methods of rspreading the wordt. They

established joint denominational councils, embarked on evangelical and

publicity campaigns and took up popular social a¡rd political rallying
isst¡es.

The I'lethodistsr in particular, sought wa.ys of tapping ryouth causesr which

took them into social politics to a degree remeniscent of their work in the
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earl-y l-goos. There was a difference, however; this 't ime a significant
section of their cþurch took a profiressive sbance, icìentifyin.o, thernselves

witlr, for example, the anti-vrar movernent. They reco¡lnised that to survive

in an increasingly a/',nostic society tlrey rvould need to present themsel-ves

less as a stod¡1y, puritanical church obsessed v¡ith fundamentalist texts

anrl appalled at c[an¡.iin¡i standards of nlorality a¡rcl , insteadr show

themselves to be open-mincled, socially progressive and ¡:oì-ítically av/are.

Of course, this was not easy sincethe I'iethodists were cornposed of a

range of adhenents, many of whom were still steepecl in the traditional

role of the Church and who resisterì any tmodernizationr vrith solid resolve.

Aware of this rift amongst its supporters, but also alvare that religious
instruction was often worse than useless and that the Church lacked funds

to expend on substantially upgraclin¡1 its teaching facilities, the

l,lethodist rprotfessivesr opted for rreligious educationr as a tactlc
in their continuinß quest for social and moral influence, especially

amongst the young. They received support from various other denominations

and, in 1-969, they attempted some pilot religious education courses in
individual schools. T'he lirnited success of this venture led them' in
1-972, to utilise forrnal departmentaL cl-rannels for the int¡oduction of

religious education into all state schools. They found a sympathetic

I,{inister for Bducation who appointecì a committee (chairecì by John Steinle)
which recommendecl a rClrristianityr comproinise, relevant changes to the

L972-1-974 Eclucation Act and ttre guicle-line for such a course. In 1974,

the legislative alterations were passed and a Project Team was appointed to

prepare a curricufum for use in schooLs.

In bacing the story of the introduction of religious education, I note

that its implementation was assiste<ì by the cornposi'Lion of the Steinle
Committee, the availability of interstate (especially, Tasmanian) and

overs€as (especially, Dritish) re¡rorbs on reli¡1ious education, tlie

sympathetic stance of the IÌr-ìucation Departnrent as well as the Education

Ir'tinis'ter and the Ijremier, clenominational unity on the question of reli¡1ious

education and, I shall eìrgue, a concern amonfjst a significa¡tt proportion

of people in this State ttrat social morality (inclucìing tt-re worl< ethic)
was under some tïreat.

I,'inal-l-y, in this chapter, I examine the strategy acìopte<ì by the opponents

of religious education in state schools - the llunanists, some educationalists,
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and some Labor Party members ancl o-bhers who supported KOSSS (Keep Our

State Schools Secu]a¡) in its spirited campai¡1n to prevent the introduction

of ure course. I argue that while they had limited overt bacl<in¡1, they

were abre to arLiculate the interests of "sienlficllilo"itv' 
ar¡d, in fact,

to provide an effective counter to the pro-religious position.

The essence of the argument ín tl'ris chapter will be that the various

denonrinations experiencecl difficulty in maintaining the struggle to

influence social values for the followin¡1 reasons - a declining percentage

of people showed a willin¡1ness to listen to tlre churches; young people t

especially, increasinfJly sougirt a¡rswers ancl cornmitrnents outside the

mainstream religious sects; educatì-onalists tencle<ì to identify church

dogma as incloctrination ancl to, therefore, question its status as aII

acceptable educational tool; ancl people with a flenuine concern for
potitical and social change tended to see'the South Australian churches

as being either imelevent or an obstacle to such reform. Given these

clisaclva¡rtages, I wilt sug,gest tþat, in orcler to survive, the I'iethodist

Churc¡ especially (and the others, to a lesser exten'b) used whatever resources

they could muster in an attempt to regain their influence. These resources

included some which hari been utilizecì prior to 1940' namel-y, public

disptays of potitical strenfll;h ancl cla¡rcles-t,ine schernes of political intrigue:

as v¡e11, they souJlht to broaclen their base of influence by getting the

St¿rte an<i alternative socio-political movements to ta]çe up some of their

causes.
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As previousfy mentioned Churcll ¿rnd Sunclay Sctrool attendances declinerl
marlcedly after the introduction of reli¡lj.ous instruction into State
scl'tools. In 1943, rrsir [dwarr] Luc¿rs sullflestecl the churches appoint
rabsentee visitorsr to visit the hornes of children who stayeci away front

1

Sunday school.rr- One year later, the Ì4ethodist Church lamentably
anno\rnced that durj-ng the past five years, 50 Sundqy schools had closed
<town and 3rOOO less children were attencling the remaining Sunday schools.2
Highlighting their feeling of desperation, a letter to the Itlethodist
newspaper implored,

rrV/e need an education systenr wtlich will compare
with our rival, vi-z., one within financial reach
of middle-class and lower-paid adherents ... The
need is urgent; our rival does not rlet upr,
shoul"cl r"2rr3

In addition to enphasizing the sectarian animosity v¡hich still existed
between Protestants and Catholics, this short note also indÍcated the
acute anxiety tney felt over declining church support. In 1949, the

l{ethodists rather bluntly admitted that
rrReligious Instruction in State schools offers us
the only opportunity of Christianising the rising
generation of South Australians. The idea of
ctrnistianising the comin¡4 generation ttrrough 

^Sunday schools and Churches is not practical."*
They were not misreading the trend. A 1950 Gallop PoLI confirmed that
only 19 per cent of Methodists went to Church every week. The Presbyterians
(tt per cent) and Anglicans (six per cent) had even more cause for worry
althpugh the Catholics were able to boast ¿62 per cent roll-up.s

A Gallop PoIl in L949, asking the questiontrv¿hat do you think is the

main reasorl why more people dontt f-Io to church regularly?rr, receivecl the
ffollowing results. Slxteen per cenb of the answers said that people r,¡ere

more interested in sport and other amusements, a further 16 per cent
complained that religious services were too dull and o1d-fashioned

(1) South Austral-ian t,{etho<.list l-2 l{arch, L943 in Condon, (ed),
S.A.trl.¡ Vol.III , p.249.

(2) ibid., 1-4 July I L944, in Conclon, (ecl), S.A.l,l., Vol.III, p.25g.

(3) ibid., 13 October, L944, in Condon, (ed), S.A.Ì,1., Vol.III, p.263.

(q) ibid., lApri1, 1949, in condon, (ed), s.A.1,1., vol.III, p.302.

(5) J.J. I'{oI, rThe social relevance of ilre Australj-an chur.chesr,
Journal of Christia¡¡ Education , Vol.B, No.3, December 1965, p.159.
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while another 1,.r ¡ler cent suflSestecl that ¡>eo¡rle were sintr)Iy Ínclifferent

toreligion.Theseweretheonlyanswersonwhichmorethanlopercent
of the responclents agreed.G

In l-g48, the General Conference of the Irlethodist church of Australasia'

observing the very trend which the L950 PoIl confirrnecl, attempted to

a$est the declining fortunes of their denomination by launching a three-

stage operation which they slo¡lanised as rCrusade for Christr' The

first stage involved ralsing membership, which initially failed;

secondly,theyaimedtostrengthenSunclayschoolsandotherreligious
agencies;finalty,theycìecicledthatthechurchneededtoconfront
societyina|I{issiontotheNationl.Thisthirdstagewasmodelled
on the united states evangelical campaigns which had sprung up

inmediatelyafter\¡/orli\darllanclwasintroducedinlg53bytheRev.
Alan ltlalker who presented a series of commercial radio progra¡nmes

I .7
called rDrama with a Cha]-lenger.

The Anglicarrs took uP

of Adelaide created a

mon'l,hs, had increased

Department advertised

would be Paid between

a similar campaign and, in June L957 ' the diocese

Department of Prornotion which, after only six

five-fold the income of one parishwtrere-upon the

for an assistant controller of canvasses who

î1500 ancl 11700 P"r ",""'^.'

t{ot surprisinglyr thereforer Graeme Speecly was aL¡Ie to write that the

churches went through a rrboom periocl'r9 c.turing the late 5os and then

into the 60s.

certainly the An¡.r,licans (over 1OO ¡rcr cent increase in weekly church

attendance), the l.lethodists (00 per cent increase), the churches of

Christ (eg per cent increase)lO *.1 the Presby'beriarrs (27 per cent
i , ^ri^ -^.ar]a¡i.."L."e) multiptied their floclt; ho"vcver' tlre Catholic refî¡Ia:

(6)

(t)

(s)

(e)

j.t.r.WiIson, (ecl), rchurch.r',oin¡-l in Australiar'
Bulletin, Yol..22, Irlo.4r l-958, p.01-'

ibid. r P.61.

Current Affairs

sis in human affairsr , in Journal
llo.3, December 197O ' P.146.

ibid. r P.02.

G. SPeedY' I

of Ctrristian
The conteml)orary crl
Iiducation , VoI.13,

pp. 09-70.(l-o) ll.R. Taylor, op.cit. '
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11a'Ltenda¡rce <lropped, altlrou¡lh only by 12 per cenL. l"ioreover, Lhe

so called tboornt ou¡iht to be ke¡rt in ¡rers¡rective. Iìobert Banks referred
to polle taken in 1.900 whlclr slrowecl tlrat altl'iou¡1h 9J- ¡rer cent of ¡reo¡rle

claimecl Lhat the Bible v¿as tLreir most imporl"ant booli, 40 per cent hacl

not opened it during the pa* 12 nonths ancì only 20 per cent hai.ì openecl it
cluring the previous fortni¡1ht.12 In addition, 33 pcr'cent of people

dicl not believe in Godrs existence although, curiously, only two per

cent were preparecl to label themselves atheists.13 In stark contrast
to this apparent indifference, Danks v/as able to report that 50 per cent

of Catholics prayed ctaiIy.14 This volatile religious behaviour ca:r

perhaps be partially expl-ainecl by varyin¡1 samples since a survey in
19ô6 indicated that the age differential was very si¡¿,nificant. Tirat

survey found that 48 per cent of children LO-14 years attended church

re¡1ularly, 40 per cent of children l-5-19 years were regular attenders,
while onLy 27 per cent of those people in their early 20s still attended

at least three times per month (i.e. regularly).15 There is no eviclence

that samples for church-going polls were evenly distributed across alI
variables - either for age, sex, class o" .""o.1u

The so-called boom came at the end of a lon¡1 econornic boom in South

Australia which had, in fact, begun in the la1"e 3Os. V/hile not lvishing
to draw arry direct correlation between the two rboornst (as I sug¡¿ested in
the previous chapt eî)L7 there is sorne acìvaltage in noting the broacler

context in which religious history operates and, therefore, in observing

the economic trends in post-lvar South Australia. The econontic grovrth

(f-l) J.J. i'loLr oþ.cit., p.1tJ9.

(12) R, l-ianks, rThe rReligion in Âustrali¿rr survey: sirifting attituclcs
towards christianity,, Interchange , Vol.2 , No.4, l-97O, p.224.

(13) ibid., p.225,

(14) ibid., p.2?5: by contrast only 25 per cent A,n¿licans prayecl claily.

(15) ibid. ¡ p,224.

(16) In addition, sonre of the eviclence is quite contraclictory. Iror example,
the Current Affairs Bulletin IroLls j-ndicate cluite a consistentÌy high
church attenda¡ce during the Late 4Os and up to the mid SOs.
Cument Affairs Bulletin ¡ oP. cit. , ptt. 51--2: the results were:-
7947
19sO
1_954

1_955

1956

359á of people attendecl
)Qr' lt il il

26)(, tt rr rr

33%'t r il

32%'t n r

church in the previous fortnight
llilililweek
il il n il - ll
rr regularly
rr in tl're previous fortnigh'b

(I7) see p.42
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rate was secotld orrly to Victoria from l-938 to 1965 vrtrile, concurrently,
the popula'tion increase was the tireatcst of ¿lI1 sbal-es. rtThe rural
co¡nntunity enJoyerl unper¿rlleled pros¡rerity tlrroufi,li rnost of the PlayforrJ

yearsrrrlB r"oto lllewett ancl J¿rensch, but in 1901--0:1 , a recession strucli

ancì by 19G6, Sou'blr ¡\ustralia had tìre seconc-l highest rate of unemployment

in ¡\ustralia (Queensland was hi¡:her). It rernained lrlgh throu¡¿hout

L967-6819 as over lorooo people moved interstate.2o Immigration

nunrbers fell , anrJ in 1968 the state was plunglecl into a r,videspreacl clrou¡iht,2I

l{owever, throu¡1hout neither bhe slumps nor the boorn hacl the Religious

Instruction System been v¡orliin¡1 elJ'ectivel.y. fn an eflort to overcone

the problems, a sub-committee of bl re ljouth Austra]-ian Council of Cïrurches

attempted, in 1941.,, to introcluce non-serlre¡latecl instruction but this
failed. A further attempt in 1949 r,rel.; tlre =o,n. f.te.22 In 1956, a

nunlber of state school teachers Ílìo v/ere active church members were

successul in persuadin¡1 Âdelaide Tc¿rchers Col-lege to introduce a, series

of optionaL lectures on the teaclrin¡1 of reli¡.1ious instruction. Iloivever,

teachers were discouraylecì from tal<in¡1 religious insbructio¡'t by being

ol-rIi¡1ecl to ¿rttenrl staff rneetin¡is vrhiclr were conimonly helcl <1urin¡i the

period al-locatecl for relì-¡:.ious Ínsi.ruction.23

Durin¡¿ the 6Os sIurnJ), church ¡rttcntlances rern¿iined fa,rj-rly steady,

althou¡¿h the ilebtroclist clrurch, ì-n 1;ar["icuJ-ar, extr)resse(l cJismay ai'b tì reir
clirrrinishintj contact witli nonrinal clrristj-¿rns iurcl es1>ccially tl,. .yo,lt',.24

( 1S ) N. lllev¡ett arncl D . Jerensch, PJ-iryford to Dunstan, The Politics ol
Transition, Cheshire , l,lclbourne , L)7L , ¡t . z1 .

(1e) ibid. ¡ p.4... 3r50O employees in tlie builclin¡; vehicle industry
rrvere sacked l¡etween L965 au<l 1t)tiii: ;.-l ,OOU rnotor velricle emÌ)foyees
were saóked betlveen June 1905 ¡rnd FJeptember 1960.

(2o) ibid., ¡r.5... 5r000 peop1e went in 190t1 ¿rnd anotLrer 6'500 v¡en'b j.n

1967: partÌy as a result of tl re l.'ederal Goverrlnentrs decision to
restrict crecìit, l-gGU rvas ¿r ycar of national economic recession.

(?-r)

(?? )

ibid., p¡r.4(L48.

P.N. VJellocÌ< rThe search for erìucational resi)ectability: religious
eclucation in AustraJ-ian g,overnlnent schools in tire twentieth
century I 

, Journal of Christian Eclucation, Papers 58, June, 1977, p.36.

ibid. r p.36.

Iì.Ilanks, op.cit. , ¡>.224: In 1.966, 27 ¡ter cent of iiethodists attended
church regularlyr a drop of some four ¡ter cent from the early ô0s.
Fi¡¡ures were l¡etter for the l)resbyterians (16 prer cent, i.e. up tv¡o
per cent) ancl Anglicans (11- per cent, i.e. dov¡n two per cent) r'rhile
the Catholic Church had re-¡;ained their minor loss ancì were back to
a 60 per cent re¡1ular attencla¡rce (i.e. up 10 per cent).

(23)

(?.4)
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Sun<lily school ¡rt'bcn<l¿lnco ltowcvcr rìr.o¡r¡rcd c1rauraticarlly riurin¡i the 1a't,e

OOr;.2!l Ând, in l.f)tr0, tho l'leblloriit;bs; v¡iLlrrlrew fronr beaclrin¡1 reliilÍorr;
insl;ructlon in l,lle l¡chools l)ecausc tl rey observed l-h¿:rt- j. l, was eithcr
useless or counLer-llroductivc. Ân ,ô,ustr¿-rLia-wide stutly by 0rahanr

L"lr,,'.,nnl?G fou¡rrl tllat reli¡iioul; insLructiorr l-csso¡ìÍl su f 
'l,-ererl lrorn lar'1 ie

classes, irre¡.plar attenclance by the instrucbons, student resentment or
apathy, discipline difficulties and, generally, inadequate support fronr

the school staff. I'he short weel<ly visit maintained the religious
instructorrs role as that of an outsider, quite separate fro¡n the scirool,

ancl of course, familiarity witli the stuclents ancl the school was clifficul-t
to ¿rchieve in a I'ralf-hour session. fn Victoria, anil South Austrai-iars
e:<perience was even rnore pronouncecl , the numÌ:er o:l s budents takin¡¿

reli¡1ious instruction fel1 nrarl<ec-lJ-y from 19[r5 to 7gZs.27

The mess into which reJ-i¡1ious education had fallen provoked the churches

to seek alternative v/ays ol overcornin¡i their decLinin¡3 influence. One

alternative, through the Iìducation Delrartnrentrrvas to float the possibility
o.1 er Stat€prun coursc on relillj.on. fn the retrospective words of the first
Curriculum Co-orc,linator of the reJ-i¡r,ious education course,

rrDurin¡1 the r 6Os the clìurches; a¡rproachecl tl're
Director of Education to find a solution to
the problems that were clevelopin¡1 . The
Directorrs res¡ronse was erlon¡.i tlre follor,ring
lines. rWhen the clrurcÏres can allree abou1
what they want tl're tÌ<luc¿¡tion Departnrent v¡il1
be willinfl to <.lo sonrethin¡1r rr.¿r-r

(ZS) llavicl Dal-e, rsuncìay School is lun for sonre - bul ferver chil-ciren
are attendin¡ir, llational Tirnes, July l-5-2O, I974, p.B.

A.W. ûIacl<, rlì.e1i¡.iious s'Luclies in Australian ¡tublic scl-rools:
an overvievr and analysis I 

, in Australian Educati-on Ìleview, VoI .7,
No.3¡ 1975, p.3.

) ibid., p.ll .. 
l]|: _72..:i "".r"|ary students t-ooli rel-i¡-;ious instructir-'n

(2s) A. Ninnes, itleli¡lious educíìtion ancl the schoolsr, Soundings: sonre
views on reli¡iious educaLion in Sou'bh ¡\ustralia , Ileligious

(26 )

27(

Education Project, Bducation Departrnent of South Australia, I976, p.4.
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A¡lainst that bacli¡lrouncl of netio't i¡¡tion wi1-h the top level of the

llclucation l)epartment, the <lecisÍon by the l,lethodj-sLl; to <Jum1r reli¡1ious

instruction was nracle at their 19ût,ì arurual conference. A second resolution

¡lerssed at this confcrence led L;o tlle for¡nation of a Joint Council on

Retlgious llrluca-t ion in scl'rools by tlrc six churcl'res (i..e. Iiaptisl,r Church

of Clrrist, Conlge¡i¿rtional , Presbyteri¿rn, Salvabion Ârriry ¿rnd i'lethociists)

which hacl clecicled to clrop reli¡lious instructiorr.tt' In 196c, trris Council

cornmencecl worl< on two experi.nlent¿rl- syllabus ouLlillcsr one for Ìrrir¡ar.v

levelS, the otþer for seconrlitr¡,. 'l'llese r,vere testecl in 1970 at

\Jcstbourne Parl.l Primary v/herc Ì,iil-l-on ilunl,rin u¿ìs Ile¿ìcl and at Elizabetl'r

lJect llif;h r'¡here l-Ìrian llannalorrl vras lle¡rd. 'lhose ti'ro niett, both J-ay

I,lcthoclis-b preaclrers, v/ere later apl,oin't-etl 'bo the Íjl,cillle Committee to

encluire into tþe possibilj-t.y o.t t;e¿LchinÍ{ reli-¡'.ious ctìucation in all

Íltat,e schooLs. Ily ]173t 33 ¡rrinlr.y scliool¡; ancl 21.' lril:lr schools viere

usin¡¡ the nerv courÍje nrateriall; call-e<-l rUnclersL;anclin¡i IìeIilliont.3o TIrus,

of their or,vn ini L;iative an<l rvi't-hoLr L cfose scrutiny frorn arqr education¡¡I

boclies, these proLestarrt churchcs lr¿rd ¡1one aheacl ancl cleveloilecì an

internal relit{ious eclucation course vrlrich \'/as oÞeratinl1 as a response

Lo the growinlt criticism of reli¡1ious instruction.

In fact, since the late l>Os , Journals of rli<ìttcationr ancl 'Religionr !,'ere

frecluently clomi¡a'becl by arbicl-es eLttacl<ing or defenrlin¡a the concePt of

religious instruction or tl-re vray in lvhich it rvas bein¡i tau¡,1lt.31 l)uring

(2g) i,Je11ock, op.cit., p.37. The Lutherans, An¡.11icans and Roman Catholics
continued to tal<e religious Ínstruction classes.

(so)

(31 )

ibid., p.37.

See especially T.Â. Priest, rlìeli¡4ious instruction in state schoolsr
in The Forum of Education, VoI.15, Äpri1, 1957.
\,f.ll . Andebson, tReligious instruc'bion in s tate scllools: a reply to
T.A. Priestr, The Forum of [cìucation , Vo1.17, April, 1958.
tV.[. Anderson, rReli¡1ion in state secondary sctiools: The Issuesr,
Journal- of Christian Education , VoJ- .3 , Oc bober, 19ôO.
Journal of Christian lÌducartion, VoI .7' Oc 'tober, 19G4 ... four

1l_.articles by Loy, Jud¡1e, Lan¡1don ancl llusse
Brian V. IIiIl, rl,lust clrristians indoctrinate?r , Journal of Christian
Education, VoI.8, December, l-9ô5.
Journal of Christian Educ¿ition, Vo]. 1-1 , August, l-9ô8, . . . entirely
devoted to moral- educ¿r'bion.
Bria¡r S. Crit'bencìen, rTeaclrini',, ecìucatin¡1 and in<-loc brinatingr ,

Educational theory , VoI.1[ì, Sunmer, 1903.
C. D. Iiardie , t Reli¿4ion and education I

,

Summerr l9OB.
Eclucational- Theory , Vo1.18'
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Conference call j.¡¡i op tl lc Íi Llrbe l,,overr¡nlent-. 1;o cs;L¿rl ¡lisll a reli-¡iiour;

e<iucation course in aII st¿rLe s.lrooLs.34

VJtrile gris lvas 'bhe first specific rlenr¡urcl for reli¡',iour; education j-n

South Australia, grc i<leas for such courses had been seriously floatin¡1

in other places for well over ben years. In the United Kingdom durinia

the 6Os Ninia¡r Srnart and others h¿rcì lvritten concrete proposals for
35 3ô

curricula, and in 1970 the llurÌ'ram Report had reconlmended a course
37

on religion for schools. In Australia, tlre 1957 \/Yndham llcPort

recommendecl that reli¡1ious eclucation be a core subject for seconrlary

stuclents in New South tdales bu! Lhis rvas never implemented: bhen in 1961

in Queensland, tìre vJafl<in rìelrort38,rrl",r""usfurly su¡lgestect tirat rel-igious
,ìcr

eclucation shoulcl be in the seconclary currj.cul-um: in 1!)OB the llu¡¿hes iþpoq-Þ

in Tasma¡ria saidthe sa¡ne ancl rnei; the sane fate: in l-969 in \'/estern

Australia the Deltman ¡leport4o L,^,1 been rnore succesful- and an op'bional

course on christian education v¡as introcìucecl althou¡¡h its initial year

of operation <1i<1 not suffer frorn ar¡ over-clemancl from stuclents (211 students

in 2U differenL high school-s clicl tlre.o.r"=")41t anrl in Ig71', in Tasma¡lia

aflaan, the Overton lìeportn' *,,.l",ì 1>ersuasively enough to have er religious

education course implementecì.

(34) l,VellOck, olr.cit., p.37. The rnotion stateclrrlhat v/e request the South
Australian Ilclucatíon De¡lzrrtment to introcluce ¿f course of studies on

religion into sc¡ool curricula, arrcl .bo rital<e further l.irovision lor the
training of teachers ecluipl¡ecl to beach such a courserr.

(35) N.Smart ancl D.ilorcler (erì), Nevr l,lovernents in I'leli Iducation
Oxford University lrress, Lonclon' 1975.

(so ¡

(37)

published as I.llamsay (ed) 
'

'I'he I¡ourth lì Oxford tJniversitY Press, I9-/O,

Report of the Committee pointcd to survev Secondary Education in
Nev¡ South bJales , Sycìney Covern¡ltent Printer, L957,

(38 ) Interim ltelrort of the Conuni t t ee aI)po inbed to encìuire into SecondaLry

(3e)

(40 )

(4r)

[ducation in Queensland' l:lclucation Departrnent, Iìrisbane, 1gô1.

The School in society, Iicluc¿r'Lion l)e¡>artmeut, tlobart, 1968.

Seconclary Iiducation in lJestern Âustralia, lìducation Deparl¡nent, Perth, 19

A.\,J. BIacÌ<, op.cit. r p.i:] ... in tþe follor.vin¿1 year it v¿as eve¡l less
popular, r,vith onLy L72 shrclents optin¡¡, to talie the course.

Religious ll<.lucation in St¿rte Schools, IÌclucation Department, llobart'(+z'¡ L971-.



¡:o

TI rur;, 1-lro t,letl rorlil¡t Olrurclr tlc¡na¡'¡rl rvílf.j rìot; vrj.t;lrouL ovcrl;clts or inl;crsLtrL;e

precedent. Disl>layi¡¡1 ern aritut,c ¡roIi t"lclrl r.;clltjc, ltovl<-'ver, tltcy hi'ttì

tr;reviously approacheci the l,'ìinister of Iirìucation, llutil lludsotr43 about

tlie clifficulties whicìr Llreir cLcr;y hatl heen ex¡reriencing tvith the

e:<istin¡1 reli¡1ious insstrucbion sysLem anr.l , hctviu¡1 been ¡',iven arn

accomrnodatin¡1 þearin¡i, tl rey conficlcnbly Ì)roceecìed rvith their formal

recommendation. A .fev.¡ monLlìs later Ilurlson obli¡;in¡1]y appointed ¿ì.

colnmittee bo consiclcr t¡e ¡rroposcr-l oourr;e ancl bo prcllerre recomnendations

on lìov, it should l-¡c esLablisllecl . Tlie colìrrlibLee t'¡¿r¡; clraired by Joln libeinle'

an liclucation l)e.pa¡Llite¡tal lleacì (norv J)irector-Ciener¿rl) and vras coritposed

of five retr-rrescn'b¿rLives l.ronr .l-lle mirjor Clristi¿rn Chtrr"it"or44 fo.,r'

re1)resentativet; l'rolrr lloutll Âusl-r¿rl-j-¿Ln fnl;t-i[,ut-c of 'l]eachers (one ol r',¡honl

clj-<1 not attencì), one represent¿¡.'l-ivc f'ror,r Íjott'[.lr Australian Âssocia'bion

of S'Late School orjianizations (S/úíjSo¡r'1['orr" rcprcsentative frorrr the

Colleges of ÂcJv¿Lncecl Iiclucation (CAl,ì ) arrrl onc otlìer departt;rental nran.
46

Â11 the mernbers vrcre l)ractisin¡i Cht-is'l.icrns; biiere \'/ere no represe¡rt¿r'Lj-ves

from arey of' tlte nrinor Christian Clrurclres, c.i i. Je!/sr i;ormansr CÌris't ian

Scientists, Creel,i Ortlroclox etc. ancl no relrresentatives fronl non-clrrisl"iart

e.¡¡. Abori!:inals, Ìlincius, ì'iosliras, llutnartist. .tc.47

The Committee tooli'bhree maior initiatj.ves ¿ìs part of i't s taslt in
IT

cteveloping a eourse on relillion. +lied sou¡il'rt a contltrontise position on

Clrristianity r.vhich v¡oul-cl be ¿rccellt¿¡bl-e Lo alf the rnain clenorninations, +h,qfl

recomnende<ì chan¡1es bo the lÌ|ucaLion l\cb so as to le¡lall-y implant
¡t ."rreligionr as cont¡rulsory school sul.rject, ¿ìnd +hb/ I)rovicled the basic

¡¡:iclelines for the subsequent est¡rblislunent ¿incl teachinll of the course.

t

(43 )

(44)

(¿s )

South Âustral-ian Teacilers Journal- 12 lebruary, 1C75 in Alrnoncl ancl

and \'Joolcocl,, op.cit., ¡r.L28.

Roman Catholic - Ga1lagher, Ân¡'llican - Iìenfrey,
l,'lethoctist - l.lcArthur, who tvas later reJrlaced by i'/aters,
Lutheran - I(ochr and lÌaptist - lJebb'

Ha¡rnaford, Ilunl:ín, coy (scnior, l,lorrvoocl ìJoys 'f ecLr¡ical ) , Allen,
(assistant, I(lemzig Inlìant llemonstration Scl-rool), rvho becanie iIl
ancl was replaced by l,lorrison, v¡ho clid not ever attend.
Flannery re¡rresented SA¡\SSO.

(4o) CAI - Speecly; Iìducation Ðelrartment - Lavrson.

V/hile no offici-al reason r,vas ¡1iven f'or e:<cluding representatives from
these groups, it can be assumecl th¿rt thcir minority status, in terms
of numbers of acllterents, lnacìe them, in the vier,'¡ of the Goverr¡nlentt
compargtively insi¡lnificant an<l , therefore, not vrorth¡r of formal
representation.

(47 )
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Â11 tl-rrec dc.¡jcrvc l.Ltention sir¡ce 1;lrt-y clerrr.ly intlic¿rLc so¡ne of -blre

nrc blrods use<.1 irr rcl;oIvì n¡i l:lrc <:ont'1..i-c bl; vrl ricll ricveIol.,ctl tìurin,rl tlie
inLrc¡duction ol reli¡,;ioul; er.lucírt ion.

Initially, ttre jiroups lr¡hicl-i most r./¿:tntecl rreli:lionr tir.u¡iht in scliool-s

(i.e. the churclres) had to resolve tlieir internal- conflicts of Ohristian

interpretation. Âs the Íjteinle Report states, rFlhe Oommittee quicli-ly

decidecl that it sliould reconrmenrl tlr;,rt tlre ¡rresent amaníjernents for
Reli¿:,ious Instruc.bion shoulcl l;c su¡.,erserìec¡.'r4í:l

'l'lrere was no clisarlreenlent that tl le te¡rclri.n¡i of reli¡¡ion liad to be

irnproved; there v/ere, trowever, m¿lny cluestions concerning the nature

of the new course. Reli¡1ionr par se, v/as not an issue; l¡ut iÈs speci:lic
content certainly was con'bentious. Il-re ileacls of Cliurciles, havinS

anticipa'bed the o¡rportunity to lobby lor a course on Clristianity,
met on Au¡1ust 4, 197?-'¿ttcl ¿Ì¡r,reed to subrnit'bo the lirst meetin¿3 of the

Steinle Com¡nittee on October 1-9, L172, a proposal v'¡llich, in effecL,

recommended th¿rt the Tasmanian ReÌi¡1ious Edr¡cation Ileport (Overbon lìeport)
be usecl as the basis for the Soutlt Australian enquiry. That report, which

h¿rd been lerr¡lely written by Sisf,er Val-erie ilurns, included r1'he Asser'uions

of the Christian I'aitlrrr a conl)rorrlise set of] staterrrents lvhich offended

none of the Christia¡ churches anrl wlrich rras in'bended to be used as tl-re
rlinet for any teachin¡1 of Clhristi¿.urity j-n tìie rel-if.,,ion education course.

The rAsserbionr ibsel.l was a renrarl.rable ¡¡cfrj,evenrent f'ol-l-or,ring a hisbory
of denonrinational conflict rvlricli h¿rrl consistcn'bly Lreen at the core

of tl-ie problenr of teaclrin¡i treì.i¡1ionr itt sL¿Lte schools. lìo,,vever,

rell¿rrdless; of tìiat;, tl re lj LeÍnle CornrLit-bee recor,,niser'ì the
rrdifferences l>etween curren'l- trcncìs in etlucabion
a¡rd tire ap¡rarent re(luirc¡,rent of' lie¡itls of Ohurches
to h¿rve est¿rblislrer.l in schools; ¿r sinl.,le course. 

5(J
based u¡ton rThe Assenbions of the Lll.rristi¿rn I'¿ritltrrr."'

'I'hus, it rv¿rs intenclc¡rl tl-rat tlre 1'orrrrerly cìivirierl Christian churclrcs ancL , ¿ls

weII, tlrose ecluc¿rtional pundits v¡Ìrose inLerest in curricul-ur¡ clevelol:rrent

(aa¡ (steinle tìe¡rort) ììeti¡1ious Iir.luc¿rtion j-n State Scllools, Irducation
Department, ArleIaicìc, ICJ73, ¡t.',), enrÌrhasis aclcled.

il-tid, p.tì.

ibid, p.8.

(asr¡

(r,o)
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l'1.
ccnLred on th¿Lt- crrrj-ou$ notjion, ol.,.j eci,ivityt rvoul<,[ iil]- be ¡;¿rtisf ie<ì.

Tlie t;econrl j-nitj.irl.;ive rc¡ilrrrì:Ln; ,, tlrc rcvisitrJi o.ll tirc lirlucitLion Acl; rv¡u;

¿rIso a res¡)onsc bo ¿inbicipal,ett conf'lic'b l¡ctrveen in1 crest àFoul)s. Äll-art

llinnes explainerl tlre dil-etn¡na:

Tìte Connrit'Lee obviously dicl no'1, rva¡ll- a
continuation of tlle ri¡',ìrl- of entr.y s.yster:r Ì-.¡ut

they ltarì var.yin¡i ide¿rs ol v¡ìr¿rt coulcl llarp¡ren.
'l'here lvas aLso the consitler¿rtion oll t''l.¡¿tt, t'¡as

nost l-iilely'bo l.le trcce¡rterl lr¡' I'¿rrli¿rlnen'u.'l'Ìre
churclles lrar,l fouiilrt f'or ¿r lon,rl tirne .t o ollt¿¡in
their nicl-re in tlle s;ystern. /tL'blris'bime llo
aflrecrìent Ìracl been rcaclred on ',¡ha[, l¡a.s to clevelop.

(1,r. ) The term rob.jectivibyr has ìreen userl (anrl abused) to cover a
ran[,,e of me;rnin¡is. ft is solnetimes ec¡uaLed v¡il,h ¿r stance of
clisinterested or im¡tartial ob¡;ervation rvhich ¿ìssumes that a person
ca¡¡, in fact, hold such a position as lonÍ as tlrey have cautiously
and rationally distanced bhemselves fron 'Ltreir subject and can
clemonstrate -bhat they have no vested interest in holdin¡¡ art
opinion one vray or the other except in relation to the truth or
achrality of tlre subject.

Al-ternatively, it is sornetimes usecl to describe art evenl-tanded
approach, n balanced vreil¡l'rinil of botlt or all sir.les of a particul-ar
question so that no bias is evident crnr,l no rcorrectnessr j.s stated
on lmplied. This me¿urin¡l of objectivity infers that rtrutht is
not the encl resuLb of a lollical analysis but, rather, that' insof¿rr
as it is ever used, it is a mattcr ol jur-ì¡lement or conjecture.

A thir<l use of the conce¡rt objectivi Ly invol-ves the conscious
avoidance o.l I o¡rinionr artcl , instead r a concen'bration on rfacts I .
l,Jhile the utilizers of this lneanin¡ often neglect the cìebate
surroundin¡1 the <,lifficulty ol <Jistin¿r,uist-rin¡¡ betr'reen fact and o¡rinion
and, indeecl , the epistemolo¡1icarl prolrlem of defining any statement,
they use robjectivityt to inclicate a position of non-controversyand,
therefore, on tlreir terms, notr-i.ncìoctrin¿rtion. In other v¡ords, they
are leavin¡1 the stuclcnt to forrn rìn rinciel)enclent opiniod on the basis
of the pre$ented rfacts I .

There is no consensurì arnon¿1st educationalists (or others) on tì-ie
use of the tern robjecl,ivit¡,r bul-, v/hen tlie Ílbeinl-e cornmittee tnernl"¡ers
!/ere preparin¡1 their recolrìmcn(l¿rtions, I sug¡1est that they a-btemlited
to satisfy a1t 'L,hese variants clescriberl above, Tl'.e important polnt
to note is that all three i¡inore tl're ¡rroposition that there is no
suclr thin¡,1 as objective l<novrleclge. The tiuite fascinating debate
on objectiviby is ¡rerhaps besb follov¡ecl by be¡linnin¿1 v¡ith Sir I(arl
Popper, Objective l(novrlecl¡1e, Clarenden Press, Oxford, 1974.
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It v¡as very unlil<e1y tlrart ¿rn Âot removin¡, religion
fronl scl-rools woulcl lLitvc ¡lassed l¡otli Ilouses ltefore
the churche¡; hacl Linlc to consir.ler tlie si'Lu¿rtion.
Thus a flexil-¡le $ecbion war.j put, forv¡i.rrd.
(l-) lìelrular ¡rrovision slrall be rnarle for relil3ious
educaLj.on at a l{overll¡nenL l;c}rool untìcr sucll
conclitions as mqy be ¡rrcscribed ¿rl- times durin¡5 which
the scllool- is olren for instruction.
(2) The re¡lulations slr¿rll inclu<.le 1:rovisions for
perr,rission to be f{ranl,cd for exemption from
reli¡¡ious education on c<¡nscierìtious
(nducation Âct 79712-74, Íjcction 102)

tlrounds
52

lle continued,
rrThe purpose of this sectj.on of- tlie nev¡ Act v¡as to
retain reli¡1ion itr bhe sclrools but rcnovc al-l- the
machinery clausr:s of thc oI<ì Act. It w¿rs a revmiting
of the principlc of tlie 194O Arrrenclrrrent tlia'L religion
l'las a place in tlle schools but v¡itlrout specifying hovr
it l¡as to be incorpor:rted inLo the school lrro¡lrammerr.

: ).1

lle then presentecl ¿ì c¿rse for tlle ch¿ur,,1es:

rrThe Âct has'bo be loolierl ¿rt in'l,erms of our history.
In many vra,ys it rclrrcserrts a bi¡1 ste¡r forvrarcì. It
allov¡s -l-;he clrurcl-res 1;o r¡jthr.lr¿rvr su¡-rirort .lronr teachitr¡;
yet nraintains ¿r distinct ¡.rlace f'or reli¿lion in schools.
Seconclly, it alIovIS ¿r course l,o l¡e rìevelo¡recì that deals
v¡ith ¿rl-l- reliflious l¡eliefs and Iife philosoplríes;
Thir<lly, i't establisìtes l,lr¿r'b rvìrat lr;rp¡rens in schools
should l>e souncl eclucationaì-ly, tl rat is, there is no
Ion¡1er n place lor reli-¡',ious j-nt.ìoc'b¡.ination in ¿,r

sect¡rri¿rn rrìanner. I'hus tlre r\ct all-or,vs for the transii;ion
from rclil';ious (nrai nly Cltrist,i¡rn ) -insl;ruction to
relirlious erlucaLion. "54

Itolloluin¡¿ that, he ¡rut ¿r ratlrer r';oolÀY cLairn tliat l-l ie clran¡1es to 'Lhe r'.ict

hacl 1e¡ia1ly secularised thc sclrools -
rrlt can be ergucrì tlrat Lllis r-;ection of the Act cloes in
f¿¡ct restore tlìe secul.¡rr n¡rture of -blie scllooLs as cleclarcrl
by tlre 1[]75 lrrovision vrlriclr esbabl-lslre<1 ljtate education in
South ¡\ustralia. Sonrc h¿rve inLer]¡rcted secul¿r.r to mean
l,¡ithout reli¡1ion. 't'hc O>:ford l)ictionary clefines secul-ar
as meanin¡1 lconcerned r,¡ith tlle aflairs of this r,ror1cl ,
tenporal, profane, l¿\)r, not distinctiveÌy sacred or
ecclesias bical , not rrion{rÍj t icr . llecular c<lucation is concernecì
vritÌr the affairs of tlre r¡orl-<-l ¿r¡rd thus tlie study of reli¡.ion
has a l)Iace in a b¿il¿rnccrl secular e<ìucatio¡r. Ilor tltis
reason the speci¿rl section of Llie /ic'L is no| necessary but
for poli'bical a¡r<.| hisLoric¡rf reasons it is 'bl-iere. This

(52) 
^. 

Ninnes, rlìelil,,ious eclucabion a¡<l the schoolsr, Souncìings, Some
Views on lìef i¡lious lìduca'Lion in ljouth Australia lìeli¡qious Educa l-ion
Eciucatiorr De¡:artrirent of Soutlr Âustralia,

(53) ibid., ¡).5.

( 54 ) ibid. r f). s.

L97û, p.4.
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should not affect the si tuation but shoulcl l¡e
seen simply as ¡rart of tlte t¡:ansition.rr55

That argurnent exists on tlre ¡nost trite level-: absolutely everytl-iini1 can

t¡e call-ed one of the raffairs of the v/orldr and, there:lore' on tÌrat score,

anythin¡¡ could be incluclecl in ¡r rbal-¿urcecl secular educ¿rtiont. Certainly,

there have been nìore sophisticatecl justifications for tlie legitimate

inclusion of religion in a school 
"r.l""i"r.,1-..56

The changes in the llducation ÂcÙ horvever can be seen more cynically.

V/hile Ninnes has sutl¡lested that tlre l-¿rclt of par'lianrent¿rry debate on the

particular sec-bion of the Act rel¿i'I;in¡1 to reli¡iious education "may reflect

that most politicians consiclered t,ì-ie revisecl secbion satisfactoryrr,5"7

ttrat interpretation rrìay suffer fron a rather n¿rive uncìerstanding of a

r¡uite astute tactic of parliamentary orgarnisation. It seems conceivable

that at l-east some members may have deb¿rted tlie quite significant

changes, if the ljill had been introcluced at ¿¡ more con¡¡enial time, if j-t

had been presenbecì as a separate issuc, il members had been ¡¡iven more

warnin¡¡ of the IJiII or if there had been less party <liscipline o¡l such

controversiaL issues.

Insteacl , on Au¡3:st 17, L974, clurin¡j tl1e l-ast','reek ol a parliamentary

session, Iludson rnacle availabl-e to otller rnemì¡ers of parliament the ilill

to change the Il)7?--74 l',clucaLion l\ct. l''ive rìays 1ater, at 1.0O a.m. 
'

section LO9 wtrich containecl tlie relif ,ious erìucation ¿rrlencllnent lvas llassed

with 19 other clauses, en l)l-oc, vri'bhout tlebate. 'Ihis llill reversed a

century of rsecularr ecluc¿tbion ìry mal<in¡1 religious education the only

cornpulsory suLrjecb of the entire school curricul-urrt . It colrtradicted

the spir it of a section of tlre l(arrtrel lìeTrorb , which only three Yeal-s

previously had been presentecì as an exhaustive, two year encluiry in'bo

all aspects of eclucation in llouth Austral-ia.5í'l

(55) ibid.r p.5.

(i;o) see for exanple, p¡r. {ttts93 belor'¡.

(SZ) n. Ninnes, rlìeli¡1ious ecluc¿rtion and t¡e schoolsr, op.cit., p.5.

(SA) I(armel Report Ch.3, Section 3:1i,t irnd 3:2O, v¡hich statted,
lJe want our clrildren to be cri't lcally min<le d, to require evidence o¡l
importa¡t issues and'bo play tlteir part urhen they are mature enou¡-1h,

in improving our social institutions, habits and custorns... lie
cannot encourage tl-re analytic¿rl an<l critical mind and deny it tlte
right to criticise the existin¡'; soci¿l setLin¡1 or the basis of its
analyses... \Je believe tlrat scltools can be exltected to hel-p children
to acquire the attitucle of mincl and the lrabits of thouf,Iht and action
that are pia.rt of a responsit>Le cj-tizenshi¡,r vrhich accepts evolutionary

(see next pafle)

t1
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by 
^].rril 

, L973, tlre llearls of Churclres an<l the Steinle Committee had corne

to the fol-lowinll a¡lreenrenbs -
rrThe responsil¡ility for Cìristia¡r lLìrlucation rests with
the Churches. The <lcvclopnrent ancl orl¡anis¿rtion of
courses in Reliltious llducation in Sl,at,e sclrools is the
responsibility of tl-re E<lucation Departtnent. The
selection of the course to be follor.ved in any one
school- shouLcl be a mat'ber for local decision. The
decision to adopt one or other of any of the suggested
courses shoulcl be nlade ìry the Ileadrnaster after l-raving
consulted represenl,a't ives of the Churches, parents and
teachers. tleads of Churches unclertal<e to offer
constructive assistance to the llducation Department.
\ühere arr¡¡ course deaLs with the Christian traith' it
must be consistent with 'Ttie Assertions of the Ch¡istian
lfaith t tt .63

Thus the grouncì was laid to satisfy tìuee recof.jniscrl interest ¡1roups,

the chunches, the Education Department anr-l the individual- schools.

Iìepresentatives from tlrese three ¡Foups consbitutecl ttre Steinle Committee

itself , the lìeli¡',ious Iiduc¿rtion Starnrìin¡1 Co¡nmittee, the Project I'earn, the

Iocally-based School Corrmittees a¡rcl tl're ¡\ccreclitation Boar.l.64 t'/hile

tl-re Steinle Conunittee v,¡as ¡rnxious that the course shouLcl earn am aderiuate

eclucational status, the sensitivit.y vrith rvhicl'r the Comnrittee treatecl -bhe

chur.ches is ample reco¡¡nition ol l,lreir concer¡r tl-r¿r't bbe nevr course \tas,

inter alia, intenr.led to replace tì re olrl reliÍ,;ious iltstruction sessions.

Si¿,nificantly, v¿hile much of Lhe e¿rly ti¡ne rv¡rs spent ltondering over hor'¡

Christia¡rity couJ-cl be ¡:resenter-l in sucir a way as to be acceptable to 'l-he

mtrjor sectarian interests, no sirnilar concern r,'¿as shotr¡n for tl-re presenl-ation

of Bucldhism, llurnarnisnr, ,l linduism etc.. 'lhis nefilect was soon nobed and'

perhaps to the surprise of the Steinl-e Committee, they had no sooner

( 61) (from previous pafiÌe )
Steinle iìerrort , P,4.

(02) (from previous page)
lJestbourne Parl< Primary anc.l IÌlizabcth VJest Ili¡1ì t.

(03 )

(64)

Steinle lìe¡rortr pp. 9-1O.

ibid. r pp.28-30.
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complete(l their lil) J)a,rle, (luite sul)crfici,tlo5 rcJ,o"t00, v/hen orÍ{anis;c<l

opposition -bo their recominenrlation bclian to mobilise.

The most vocal lvas I''TOSIJIj which hacl been forrned as CÂCTOIì in October,

1,974,67 They wrote to Iluclson inrplorjn¡l th¿lt the nev¡ le¡iistation be

repealed; they r^rrote to the Premj-er, the Ornbudsman, l,he Dj-rector-General-

of [ducation anr] the Cou¡'rcil for Civil Libenbies seelíint'l supporb

for modification and tlte withcìrawal of certain as¡rects of the course;

they wrote letters to the Editor of tl-re Aclvertiser and the Australian

attacl<ing the concept of the coursc ancl the cìetails of the syllabus; they

put out form¿¡.l tr)ress releases; tlrey v/rote to SÂIT, SA^ÍìSO and the Project

'Ieam; and, with the su¡:¡rorL of the llulnanist 
"jociety, 

'bhey campaignecl

in the schools. They ur¿ecl teachers to not beach religious education

on the ¡lrouncìs that the course !/as prescribecì by an Act of Parl-ia¡nent

ancl not freely chosen by educationalists; because it rvas biassecl heavily
in favour of reli¡lious bel-ief and ofeerecl no fair account of al-ternative
philosophies; because j-t hacl been inLrocÌucecì lollov¡j-n¡, ¿ln intensive
campai¡3n by comrnitted christia¡ls, aìncì because bÌ-re acÌvisory cornmit1"ees

for the course r,vere not orc.linary erlucatÍonal- ì-¡oriies but instead lvere

stacliecl r,'¡ith rnembers of the cler¿1y.Gt' I'l'ru.y rir¡ir-tccl lorcefulfy tha'c

(6s) The report v¡as superfici¿rl i¡r bhe sense that it devoted no ctetaileci
attention to the lristory ol reli¡5ious e<ìucation (or instruction)
in this st¿¡te, or indeed, the existinl; ¡trovlsion ol such instruc'cion"
It failed to provide a sust;ainer-Ì ¿rrt1¡nìetìt in lavour of the neecl
for a course on reli¡1ion, completel.y avoiclillÍa any refutation of
the arfr,uments ap;ai-nst such a course. In other v¡orcls, it assuned
the necessi Ly of a nev/ reli¡,,j-ous ecìucation curriculunr ratj.rer tl-ran
arguin¡1 for it, vrl.rich, in adtlition l-o i,rinorin¡.; its terrns of
reference, fjave the reponb a sl'raLlov¡ intelLectual vreight and,
indeeci, êrn arir of faj.t erccornpJ-i.

(0ô) It was completecì in only 1() nronths, vrhicli inclucled the Sumrner festive
season.

(o7 )

(08)

CACTOR Campai¡.1n Alli.rinst LionrlrtrÌsory'I'eaching of Iìe1i¡iion.

Gre¡1 Smelters rDoubl-e tall< on reliii ious ec.lucationr in The Australian
IlurnanÍst, 1,1o.34, liprin¡1 t Il)7aj. p.24 ,
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rrthe dccisivc rel¡son f'or Llre introduction o:C lleli¿1ious
llrlucation (w¡rs) the ¡rer¡.retu¿'rtion of .bhe cconornic
exploitation of false l-,eliefs j-n Lhe s-burlent population
on behalf' of thc vested inberest of' the Ohurches th¿rt
íìre supporte<ì (vrith a view to votc-catchì-ng !) by
¡larliarnentary parLi"o.rr [ì9

Stan Potter, their enerfletic ancl ¿rrticul-ate Ì'resj-clent, debated t-Ì,e

issue with Allen Nir¡nes on a l,lo¡r(.li.iy Conlererìce7o bul-, in spite of their
consta¡tl" activity, they macle libtle lteaclvray a¡ lainst tlre introduction
of the course all,hou¡1h their efforLs cìitl li¿rve a subst¿¡ntial impact on

the eventuaÌ content of the course.

The Soutlr ^A.ustraliern Ilranclr of the Ilurnanist Socie'by passecl a nunrber of
rnotions a-t, their ilarcl'r l.97li Convention rvhiclr oirposecl the existin¡1
religious education course. 'l'tiese ntotions m¿rde tlre followin¡¡ substanl;j-al

statements,
rrConvention supl)orts 't lre teachin¡:. ol- cornl,,arative
reli¡,1ion, as an elective subject in the senior years
of hi¡;h school, ¡rrovidetl this is not clone so as to
prorno'be one religion ¿rs be1 ter ti'ran another or to
promote a reli¡iious vier,r of l,lre worl-cl a.s opirosed to
a non-reli¡¡ious view...
Convention considers ttli,rt in blte junior years of hi¡-h
school, education about reli,"ion slroulcl be r,,iven as
and wirere appropriatc in tlre orcìinary curricul-unr -
as in llis'bory, Litcra't,urc ¿-rlrl Àrb - proviclecì this is not
done so as to ¡.rrornote olre r.el-iÍ,ion as be't terbha¡r another
or to prornote ir reli¡1ioul; vicu of Lhe rvorlcl as o¡r¡roserl
to a non-relillious vicvr .. .
VJherever reli¡iious education occurrj as ar separate subject
in Governrnen-b sclrools ¿rt any lcvel, it is; to be optional ,
bo.bh for stu<-lents bo tcike ¿rnrì teaclrers .tro teach . . .
Convention views rvitlr al¿rlri tlte tenclency in recent years
in nost Íitates 1;ov¡arcls curricul-a .lor cor:r1.rr-rlsory reli¡1ious
education in Governnrcnt schools; in r'¡Lriclr Christian l-¡eIief's
are presentecl ars conLráìs1;inr1 favourably v;ith those of
other reli¡lions ¿rncì j-lr v¡lricl-i tlre inrpression is ¡1iven tha't
reli;lious beLiefs are iì lleccli,.i¿-rr.y component, to a nroral
and full life .. .tt7l

( 09 ) ibid. , ¡t.24. Lo r,rhat extcn [; tlre e:,rpIoiti-r bion r,r¿ts econontic, rer'rains
impl-icit I

(ZO) p.C. A,Imoncl ancl ir.(). l/oolcoclr (ea. ¡ '['l-re ileliriious Ec]ucation
Controversy S.^ . lt74-7t', ; a rlocurrren'i;ary collection¡ l,iurp¿¡' li¿¡.|ç
Sources in the llistory of Soutlr .A,ustralian Education, No.7,
il.P.0.4.1Ì., 1!)76, ¡rp.159-191.

(Zt'¡ Smelters¡ otr).ci L, , y't.2I.
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'lllre AustraLian L¿rl¡or I'arty Ânnual Íj'|.:ate Convention in .Iune, t97l)

sullrrit'Lecl six1 een rrrobions on t-Ìre reliÍ1ious educ¿rbion subject. lìven'buaL1y,

lour of t.lrem lverc 1ron"o,l72 ¡rLblrouiil r no'b v¡i'bhout ÉìmcndÌnents vrhich lludson

¿¡nd Dunçtan v/erc able to l)rocure. The nlotions rvhicLr becarire ¡lovernr:rent

policy were, thaL the Ilducation I)elrarbnrent rrv¿orli 'bowardsrr (the arrrencirrent)

the eLimination of reliílious educ¿rtion as a scparate Irrinary ScÌìool

subject and ilworli to',vardsrr rnal<in¡1 l-he course op'Lional at the Secondarr¡.

School; tlrat the pilot curricul-a lor religious education be rrre-

allpraisedrr; tha'L ¡rarents be al-Iorved to talie their children out of
religious education a¡lcl that suitaltle al'bern¿rtive s'bucly be made available

for them, and that the schools aclo¡rt the rloveclay lietlroci'73 of allovrin¡1

trrarents, at the be¡linnin¡,, of tlte year, to indicate v¡hether or not tliey

(tz¡ Althou¡-lh only four motiorts v/ere l)âssec1 tliat does not mea¡¡
that the other twelve rvere ¿r1I losb. In fac'b, all sixteen ¡rotions
were r.livic.led into seven ltroupintis on the basis of their
simila¡ity and from those fjroups, one tl<eyt nrotion t'¡as seLectecl
to represent each group. Therefore, notr,rithstanding the
amendments, because four lvere ¡tasserì , in effectr most of the
sixteen were accepterì. Two ollservations concerning these lnotions
should be nlade. I¡irstly, it is norlnal- ¡lrac'bice forbhe Agenda
Committee to ¡pou¡l similar nrotions bo assist the speedy avenue of
business at Convention and so the rel-i¡lious eclucation motions
ltr,ere not being treated exclusively: secondly' the appea-rance of
a large number of similar rnotions on the Convention agenda often
indicates 't l'rat a number of sttì.¡-branches h¿rve been involved in
some coLl-usion to ensurc that ¿r ¡;articular clemancl be ¡lranted
reasonable cìebate - the rel-itiious eclucation rnotions seem to have
been presented wittr th¿rt intenbion.

(Zg) Named after Ronald Redvers Lovecìny, tlre former Labor Education
l'linister r,^rho representecl the \'/hyalla elecborate from 1956 to 1970.
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'74
walìte(l Lhcir cìr:ilrlren to stttcly rc.l-Lt',ious etluci'ttion.

llìri le bhe JÌeneral ¿rttitut.tc oJ- [.he 'L'r¡rt.lc tlnion anc] liuir-lrratrclr (lele,,,,¿11;er:i

¿rt 't he Convention warì 'LhcLt, the rrretlro<,1 ot' j.¡rbroducLiolt of reli¡1ious;

er.lucatj.on had iteen suspect, IJunsban erslied tllat 'bhe í,,overnrnent be ¡-iivcn
'binre to manoeuvre. lle arfluer.l that the idea of .t-ìre course woufd L¡c lne'l-

with wide public approval es¡recia1ly in sorne rclelicater rural areas"

lle ruas thinkin¡1 of ex¿lnìples of an'bi-I,¿¡bor c¿ulvassin¡1 vrhicl-r lrad occurred

in the llaross¿r Valley froril tlie 1',ul¡rits of the Lutheran Church foJ-Iol,rin¡1

the recent passing of some rsoci¿rl ref'ornr lc¡1j-slation.75 lludson

supported Dunsta¡rrs call to l-et the course t1o ahead for tlie tinre-bein;

on the g¡ouncls tlrat the ¡loverrunent v¡¡rs about to contest a¡r election
which lookecl very difficult to vrin, ¿rncl con¡;e<1uently, it could not aîforci

(74) The four rno'bions adoptecl at tlre Convenl-ion rvere:
l-. The llclucation Department rvorli tolvards the elimination of
reli¡¿ious education as ¿ì sel)íìrate subject in infant ¿rncÌ Ìlrinlary
schools, erncì the est¿.rblishnrenb ol relií{ious educ¿ttion as an
optional subject in secondarJ¡ echools. llle airn shoul-cl be to
es'bablisl.ì any Ileli¡4ious Iicluca'bion courscs in ir¡|ant and prinrary
schools as ¡rart of an int<:¡iraLecl soci¿¡l sbuclie¡; course. Incloctrltration
is not to be permitted and tlre schools rrust be neutral in relation
to aII rnatters of reli¡lious belief or non-bellef .

t,

2. \¡le call u¡ron bhe tlovernrìcnt, to subject tlre pilot Reli¡.1ious
Education cumicula 'l-o fundanrental re-a¡,¡rraisal-, sub.ject 'bo tiie
statutory primary ancl seconclluy curricula Boarcìs.

3. Conve¡rtion requests the Iij.nis;1;er ol [c]ucation to ensut:e tha.t all
parents have the rifjht to refuse reli¡iious eclucation of tLreir
children - further that al-tern¿rtíve sui'L¿rble studies be provlded
for those c[ildren who do noL; ¡¡.btcnrl relifÌious education. Sbudents
vrho opt out shoulrl also lr¿rve tlre rj,: ih'L to s¡;encl l-irne in tire Iibrary
resource cen't re.

4. 'I'hat tlrj-s Oonvention rcsolve tli¡.rL t.he I'LovecJcry ì,iethoc]|r of askin¡¡
parents l,o choose vrhethcr or not tlle.y v¡islr tlreir children to ¿rb'i;eud

any courses on reliilion be z-rr-1op'Lerl l'orblrrvith as a uniforrn procedure
in ¡loverrunent sclroolr;, ¿rncl tlr¡rt: 't lti-s; tluestion be llub to ¡raren'bs
when cour$es of reJ-i¡1ious eclucation ¿rre f ,i.rs b in'Lroclucecl into ¿r

school ancl subscrluently a1 't he ti¡ne of each stuclcntrs enrolmen'b.l/

e.f.l. reforrns included bhe Iegalisationof' altortion, honosexuality,
nude krathinil, State run lot1.eries ancl off-course ¡iamblin¡1 and the
liberalisation of drinl<in,r'1 liours ancl censorshilr restrictions.

(zs¡
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to run the ridli of offenrJin¡1 even ¿r lev¡ of llre huíie m¿rjority of votin¡1
rchristia¡r u' .7')

Just hov,¡ nar¡y woulcì lr¿rve bce¡r offcn<lct.l i¡; hæcl't,o ¿rsccrtain. J.A. Ijaruie

in 1975, estimated that only ten pcr cent of the Aus'Lrali¿:r ¡ropulati.ort

v¡ere rcommitted a¡rcl practisin¡,, rrrcnrllcrs of tÌre Christi¿rn Chursl-i'77 urrrl

Dr. Norman llabel, on rCrossruaysr on Âpril 4, 1-975, ar¿ped convincin¡,;Iy

tirat Âustralians Íleneralfy latli ¿r relÍ¡lioue clirnensionrTo *,r"t ti.rou¡¡h the

l9TL Census indicate<.1 thab {}5 ¡rcr cent of Sou1,lr Australians declared

themselves tCh¡ristior",.7f) A GaIto¡r irol-1 l,al:en in October, 1973, concluclecl

that ô1 per cent of South Austr¡rli¿in parents',vanted religious instruction
in State 

""hool"ÍlO 
ancl , no doubt, tlie ALi) Ieaclerslrilr took that poII

seriously. In spite of the results ol th¿rl, ¡ro1l, tliere was no clernancl frol,i

(20) ns it turnecl out less than one month l¿rter, the Labor Goverr¡nent
was returned but onl.y on the ¡garanteecl support of the Independent
Speaker, Ted Connolly.

(77) J.A. Bamie, rThe non-eclucational justifj-cation of reli¡1ious
educationr, Journal of Christian [<lucation, Sep'bember 1975, 1t.'2\.

(78) I Crosswaysr transcript, enti bl-ed r1'eachin¡', 't eachers to teach rel-igionl
in Al-rnoncl and VJoolcocl<, o¡r.cj-t. ¡ I¡Ð.23t.:-),43.
rCrosswaysr is a reli¡,.ious l)roílríùnme on Suncìery rri¡¿lrts on the
commercial radio station 1rl(4, j.n wliiclr, inciclental-ly, the ltlethoclj-st
Church holds substantial sh¿rcs.

(79) South Austral-ian Year l.ìool< , I974, ¡r.151), quotecì lly li. Standf iel<.Ì
in l-etterbo Editor, Âdver.bi l;er , ll l,'ebruary , 1975 : see Állnono
and l,t/ool-cocli, o1.r. cit. , ¡r. f)!).

(80 ) This llor¡1an Galluir l)o1I asi'rerl t'1,'irs't ly, about lleli¡iious lustrucbiort
in ljtate Sc]rools, for one lror¡r each t¡cel<. In your o1:inionr sì-roltl-d
all State Schools ltave a. one-lloltr class on rellgìon each v¡eel< or'
notf f . The number of responclents; for South AustraLia was 877 oI'
r,vhon 01 .3 per cent saic.l rryes, shoulclrr, ',)-1 .3 ¡ter cent said I'sliould
notrrancl 9.4 per cent I'rad no o¡rJ-nion. 'l'hat com¡rar-es t'/i-bh ¿r national
averaÍIe of '/4.[ì 1:er cent yes, 19.1- ¡rer cent no, and Cr.1 per cen't
no opinion. Soutlr Austral-ia, j-n .Îact, lracl tlie lov'rest percenta¡1e
of ryes I respondents of all s.L¿,i Les. f rr t,crestin;jly , in Septernber
of the followin¡i year, in anoLher i,'ior,r lan Callup Poll, v¡hen asl<et.ì
rrDo you aJ'fee thart reli¡1ion is an irnporbant thin¡1 in l-iferr, 53.i)
per cent of Soutlr ÂusLralians re¡rIied ¿rf'f irrn¿rLively, v/hicìl v/as
above the nati.on¿t1 averaÍle oí' [r22.O per cent.
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J)ítrcn1; ¿r$[¡ociíìt,io¡s ir]..l;lrorr¡ilr IJAÂiiliO <:crt¿ritrl.y a1r¡lrovctl of 't hc <:ourr;c.
I ;:L

Arnon¡1sl; Leacllcrs, tlrc:rc v/iy; vcr.y l it,Llo coll(lcrlì. /\ ['(lw int.liv:i rlttrL]-r.;

wavecl often I.)irranoi(l fla¡is ¿rboul, [,lre t.l¿rul lers surroundin¡1 the v¡lro]-c .il;sue

b1¡t nei'bher SÂIT nor any of j.l"s ¿rs;sociations lìacl cotrulitted bhenrs:elves

one way or tlre other. I¡rom l,'el¡ru¿lry to Íjept,ember 1!)7!l tlre Sou'blr

Âustralia¡r Teachers Journ¿rl rart a continuing debate on various
¡ i:l

as])ects of reli¡1ious educatio¡r"- atrrl on Í,Ìarclt , J-975 ' S^I'I' Executive

passed a rnotion ¿ìsl(infl the lirlucltion ìlj-nisLer to use the usual-

arlvisory Curriculum Iloarcl to ¿is¡jcl;s the relil,ious ecltlc¿rtion curriculur¡

r-ather than usinÍi a Speci¿rl l]oo.rci r,¡ìlich had l¡een reconllnended L'y tlre

ijteinle Cornnilrt"..tlll fn ¡ienerírI, liorvevcr, lìou'blt /tus't ralian teacher

reaction contrar;-Lecl ntarke<lLy rvi-tlr the firm st¿rncl t¿rl'len lly tlle Victori¿rn

'.f ea,chers lJnion .,rhen tlrey rc jec Lerì L;Lre llussell Coruiti btee I s reconltencla bion

to est¿rbrish ¡r rerigious ec.lrrcatio. coursc in t,¡¿rt Íjtate.E]4

(31.)

(?,2)

letter by SjÂAliSO l're..,,;iclcnt bo I',OílSÍ.i ì,'resitìetli-, tici'bed 1O.Iune, I9'7t-)

in Almond ind i:rool-cocÌ(, op.ciL., p.315.

See l"ebruary l-l? (liosfls ) : l"cl)rll¿rr'.')/ ilt-'' ( lloÍ ;Íis ) ¡ : rarch 12 (sou.{'ì r

Australian lieli,rlious Stur-Ìics LecLurers); .iarclr 20 (Ai-moncl , l'linnes);
ApriI g (tlelillious lrìcluc¿rtion j,'rojecL lc¿rrn, Jos;l<e); April 2íi
Ileliqious Iiclucation I'rojec'b 'Ieat,r, (]oIcìi¡'.,, 1ìj-clr¿rdson); ìia¡' 2"
(chancller, I,faflor, I'linnes); June 11 (ltossi, Iìiclrarcìson, P.T.1l . ):
June 2l> (SAASijO, Iì,eIi¡1ious l,lrìuc¡rtion I)ro.ject 'l'ea¡n); July I (^LIj'
I(OSSS, i.cÂrthur, ljrice, Joì.uts1;on); Jufy 2Ìil (l'lOilSS, I{innes); Sei|l-ember
10 (llrettinll).

(33) The motion s'batecl:
'rThat s.A.r.T. v¡rj.tc to the ,,j.nister in the iollovrinl,1 terrns:
(l-) This Institutc j-s concernecl t,ì r¿rt blre Ilinister has initiatecl
courses ou'bsicìe the norrnal opcrarbions of tire /tc.lvisory Curriculu¡l
Boards.
(2) This Institute aslis Lherolor.e thai: bhe ltinj-ster c.lesists frorn
settin¡1 up comrnittees on curricululrr m¿rbters ¿incÌ aflows bhe

Â<lvisory curriculunl l:loar.cls Lç function in 'Lhe usual- vray by:
( i ) settiníl ulr cub-cornrni btees;

( j i ) vet binrj, lrroltosed courrjcf.j ;

(iii) recont¡enclin¡1 courserì 'Uo [,lrc Direcl,or-(iener¿rf of Education i¡] ro

has the stalutory res¡>onl;ibi.IiLy for tl're in'brocluction or
modificaLion of courccÍl of .Lr-rstrucbi<¡n in s;chools.rl

quoted by L.Ii. Clo]-clinÍt in a lctter to Íioutlr Âustralian T'eacl'iers
Journal , 23 .A,1rri1 , 197r-,;.

llre speci¿rl lloarrl subseLluently resi¡1ncd itr June, 1-975.

see lleli¡ious Llduc¿rtj-on j-n íjt¿rte Scþool-s, Oovernnen'b Printer,(84 )

t'ielbourne, 1-974.
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The media ¡'iave tlre issue onl.y sornc s¡rccial- covcríìl ie. Âs nlent-ionecì

¿ri¡ove, 'tlic ^ô,ustralia¡r llro¿rclc¿rr,.;'bin: 1 Cor¡rm j-ssio¡r ríìrì ¿ì 'lionday Cor,f cr"rr". ,Íjll'

on the subjecb, wlrile raclio lrÂl),,íìvc iìcccfic to the olrposin¡1 pro-La,'.'ionil;ts

on a rl)rovoc¡rtionr proljrarnme' '() ,'.4.1 tlre Ârìverbiser I¡rintecl a fairl¡r
even number of rforr and raílains't I l-e'Lters to the llc-litor, iì7 lrt.rt tl'iere

was no editorial comnìent a¡rd no bi¡1 Ìreacllines on the issue.

Apart from I(OSSS and tlie ÂLl) Oonvention, llre onl.y other ¡rublic o¡;position
came from locaL universities. On June 10, )-97|;, l2l, senior acacle¡nics

includin¡I Emeritus Professor \'/.Cl.l:,. l)uncan, l'rofessor Clraeme ljunc¿rr-r ¿rnd

others83 vrrote in ol)en Iettert o llu<.lson carJ-lin¡-; for the r,yithdrawal- of the
Primary School course. Irrofessor lìichardson (School of Education, Ì¡linclers

(ss ) Broadcast on ABC Television on l,ìonday, :iar.ch 3, 7975: a transcript
is includecl in the Âl-rnoncl ancl l/oolcoclç collection pp.l-59-191-. The
major s¡real<ers v¡ere Al-¿rn Nir¡nes and Sta¡r I'otter v¡liil-e aurliencc
comment¿rtors incluclecl Iì. l-l tanclfield (l'rojcct Tea¡n), P. \'ioolcocli
(Presi<lent Ilumanist fjocicty) I. \'/ilson (l'resicient SMSSO), I(. lJerley
(l(osSS), i,ir. Sinclairrna¡r (a lialr¿ri), J. iiuL¿rn (South Australian Je','¡isir
IJo¿¡¡d of Deputies), J. Danicts (l(OiiSS), Dr. Itr. Ilabel (He¿rcl of
Iìeligious Íi'Lucìies, Âclelaide Colle¡ic of ,/\c.lvanced Liducation), ,,;s. Â.
Levy (l-ater, A.LP member of Leilislative Council), Professor L. PaIe¡1
(i,iberal Jer'rish Con¡ire¡lation in South /rus'brcrlia).

(aO) Peter l/ool-coclç V Iratiter Jolin i¡l-ctruninf., Irebruery, 1,975
\Voolcoclcr op.ci'b. r Fp.143-l-l)3.

(gZ) Aovertiser prinbed 1- l¡or
Â,r1ains'1"

Ìi'or
Aflerins t,

ll

the course

Sunday Ì,lai1

Australia¡r
I'lational Tirnes il

r^'1mo¡td anrl

1

4
/)

1

1

1

il

il

il

il

il

lt

il

il

il

il

News

(gg) The otlrers were Professor lì.(.i . ì-ìrovrn, l,lrs. llue Di:<on, i,s. G. I)unstiln,
I,lr. L.J. ll.11ioLt Q.C., Dr. l,ìarlc IJacketl-, Dr. Judith liay, iir. .-arx iiauo
Professor Leon l"lann, Dr. ll. j,,crllin, IJr. Jamc¡; ;ieLvi-11e, i,,rs. il¿Lns
Ì.1incl'ram, Professor (i.Ci . Ilerlich, l)r. li..l . lìoclcla, Professor 'J.l).
lìogers, Dr. IIci<.le Tayj-or, l'rofessor J.lt. Trevaskis, Professor Ìi.Iì.
l/allace and Dr. Ii'ranl: !/cs't on.
Signatures.Lo co¡ries ofl thc Open Lcbtcr r,vere hel-d by Ii.P. Ilarley,
Secretary, l(OlìSS.
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ljniversiLy) and I¡¡n liricc (Def,¡rrl,lrrcnt ol' Irrlrrc¿¡1.ion, Arìclai<le tJnivcrsiby),
íuiìonj-1 obher¡¡, rìfso publicly e)(l)r(..í.ise(l s;tron,,, critirlrres ol'l-Ìrc v¿J lolc
relif.iious education course. 

iì9

\Jhile the overt o¡.r¡rosil-,ion bo Llrc lìelrort irnd to tlre rCourser erialtate¡,1

.|ronr a rel¿rtively narrov/ poli1-icrrl l-rirse, tlrcir criticisms r¡ere no{-

il-{norecl ¡rncl certainly they can 't ¿rl<e sorne of tlre credÍt for the rnncl-r

broadenecl courserj r,,rlrich r,vcre pr-ot]ttccrl lr.y tlle Chri¡; tian-orj-ent¿rte cl t'rojec'b
(ì aì

team"" in l-975 ¿rnd subseclucnL yeírrs. 'l'l re tv¡o coursies, one for yea'rrs Lhree

¿rnd four ¡rt thc i)rinrarry level an<l tlLe ot;ìrer for.year ten at tlre secon<iar.v

leveÌ, vrere forced to deal nrucll rnoro lvitir con¡:¿rrabive reli¡aic¡n, v¡itl'l

otlrer non-reli-¡',ious v¿orld lrefiefs a¡¡d r,vitìr rnoral-s i-r.ncl values in a nore

ÌrllilosophicaL m¿rnner. In aclclition, LIrc vcry earl-y ev¿rluation of the

course wliicli r'¡¡rs i¡rstillal,ed 1Írr,r ;e1¡z'l.lrrouf,,l I ì.)ressr]re froln some of t]re

ltLP sub-bra¡lches, arlso forced thc l)r"oject 'l'earrr to tread very carefuÌl¡'
',rrhenever they ¡iot close to lvliat coulcl llc deelnerl irll-i¿rl-¿rnce or bias or.

incloctrination, es¡recial1y witì'r reÍiar(l L;o Ohrisl-iiuri Ly. In fact, tl-.at

eval-uation occured ire.flore ttre course ll¡rt.l rcally;,ot oil tlre,qrounrl ,

v¡hich underlinerl blre c1e¡1ree ol' rìisquieL tlr¿¡t ','¡e-i.s .ieI't ¿r.t- feast arlonr,,s'L

sorne concernecl erlucationalists ancl ¡toliticiarns :rnd, even rnore

siqnificantly, lri¿hli¡1lr-t ed tlre poLitjc¡rl ¡;l;renijth '.'¡hich they liere alrle

to bring to l'¡ear upon thc traditionally 1ror,;crllul re1i,r,ì.or.ts lobì:y iLr

Soutì-r Âustrali¿.r.

lhe eval-uation v¡as c¿rmied out lry o stcerin¡' çqrì,'liLtee, co-or'tlinate'u

tLrrough the lìesc¡rclr ¿rnd I'lannin;; lìrlLncìr ol' tlre lìducation Delrartrnent.

f ts composition re.0l-ectecì varyinli ir¡l-crests incLuciin; 1 prirnary, seconda::y

and tertiary teachers, parents cncl bhe IÌducation Ì)epartment. iL'he

comrnittee contai-ned a mixture of coninritter.l clrristians and curricul-un-
research ¡reopJ-e lyhose relillious lcat-rin,r,,s r,uer.e Iess bl¿r.bant. Tlie terrns

of' reference ¡liven tlris conuilittcc inrlicaLed 'bl're detail-s of 1-ire

o¡lposition lvlricìr the tri¡rl reli¡1ioul; ecltrc¿.rtion course ìrad ¡.,rovol.,eci ,

(AC) South Australian '.t'eacLrers Journa1 , :?3 Ä¡rril , 1975,
1:l7fl.

and Soutli
Australi¿rn Teachers JournaL, 9 JuJ-y,

(gO) f'roject Te¿r,rn leacler, A. Ninnes, r,/¿ts a f'ormer l)i-rector of Youtlr','orll
with the l'letl'roclisb Depar.l-nrenL of Uliris't ian ljch-rcation; the otJrer'
two members l¡ere lì. .'.lt¿rncìl-i.ef rl ¿incl l,'. l)relv.
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rìamely (a) tl re r:b¿¡te<l ai¡ns ilnd, olrjecl;ives of' tl re riyIliÌlruries, (b) tlrcir
lclrievernent, (c ) tlre tcndencies tor,v¡rti in<joctrin¡rLion or L¡i¡rs artcl (cì )

the general suitability of tlrc cournje for ¡rrilnar.y an<ì seconcliÌry ".1'ool-".i'l

lhe committee h¿rd, in fetc.b, llroun 'lrom tlo earlier connittees triricli haci

been set up to evaluaLe se¡rarately't lre 1lrirrrary and secondary syll¿rbuses

for Years ttree ¿nd four anrl Year t,cn res¡rectively. 'l'l're evaltration userl

three different rnethocls - (a) nn crn¡rirical sturly over a. ttto year ¡reriocl
clc

(tgZO-tgll)"' (b) reports frorn five intcrstatc ¿rc¿,rdernics v¡lro rvere ¿rsl<ed

'bo

'rcritically (anaI.yse ) ¿rncl ev¿rl-uittc sec'bion !-¡ of ilel- j-¡,ious
Ij<luca'bion 1n Sl-a'be Íjclrc;olsl (1,';7:l tl-re Steinle Report, attd

or years one to tl,¡elvethe Ileli¡1ious llduca'Lio¡r Íl.yll¡rirus I
in the Soutll Âustralian sta'be schools sys1,em as tr;roducetl
by the ReIi¡iious flclucation Projec't '¡u^n.rr9íì

ancl (c) submissions rcceivect frorrr nunìerous incliviclu¿rls ¿rnd :jrouÌls.

Initiatty, the livaluation Comlnit'Lee zrccep'l-ec.1 tlre not uncontroversiarl-

(g1 ) nv;rluation of IleIi¡1ious IÌduc¿rtion L97t-¡, i'ìduca'bion Department
Researchin¡¡ and I'lannin¡i, I!77, p.().
the Bvaluation Oommittee \'/as contl)ose<l of : I ir. I . D. Ilrice, Lec'Lurer,
Department of Ecìucation, A<ìelaicle University, i1r. A.[i. Ciale, Terrchez',
Taperoo l-li¡1h Scliool , I,lrs. C. l.'el'rlber¡¡, I'rinci pal , t'iodbury Prinrary
School a¡rd ¡re¡nber of tlle l'rirnary Sclrools Currlculum iìeviev; Teani,
Itliss J.A. I,'oord, 'I'eacher, Iilizabetli l¡/cs;'1, IIi¡r,lr SchooJ-, i'irs. Y. Ìtarvic,
nominated by the Conìb j-¡ìod Sch<¡ol-s llel Care 0luL¡s, I ir. lì. Jolrns t ot-t,

Iì,esea¡ch O.flficer in tlie lies<-:¿irclr ¿¡ncl irlarurinl 1 Nrancir of tlle Soutit
Australi¿rn Er-tuc¿rtion Dep¿rtnlent, )irs;. ì1. Lee, a llarent, nietirber of 'Ll'ie

Irrimary Scþools Advisory Curriculurn IJo¿rcl , iil.'. lì. Ìiartirt, Deputy
I'rincipal , KLemzí¡', Primary Íjchool a¡ld i¡ernber of tlte Prirnary School-s
Advisory Ourriculum Iloarrì , ì lr. J . I'lors','¡ortlry , Te¿rcher, ì lount ll¿rl<er
Ili¡lh Schoo] and Tcaclier of t-lie lÌeli¡4ious lÌducation Programne art
year ten (replacecl Â.C. D¿rIe), Ilr. r,l. [jl]Étn,r1e, ÍiuperintencienL of
Schools, í,1r. L.lJ. lVh¿rlen, Su¡>erinl.cncÌent of ljcltool-s (Cltairnran),
I'lr. I',i. i'/i¡rter, De1-luty Prici¡rerl , iJnley llì,¡1h Íjcl.iooJ- (repl-acecl J.l'. ifoorii),
1,1r. D. Ilo¡ilten, Senior Lecturer, ScLrool of IirlucaLj-on, i¡lindcrs
University, r,vl ro was un¡rbl-e 'l-o accelrL ¿in invit¿rtiort l-c¡ l,¡e ¿r ntenl¡er of
the Conlmittee, but t¡l-ro ¿ìctccì as ¿rtt ¿¡.dviscr.

(elz) ibid., F.9. The ¿rinrs of tlre enr¡rì,ric¿il cv¿¡luätion tvere - rr-l-. 'I'o ¡ìssc,r:;s

the suit¿rbìIi'L.y for Lhe stur.ìcnts of tÌre ¿rims, apl)Ì'oaches a.ncì n¿rter:lali
that are used in tlre courses. 2.'l'o ¿u;sess the suitabiliby Í'or''t lre
te¿rchers of thre curr-iculurn rnaterials;, ancl to survey the needs for'
in-service brainin¡. 3. 'I'o strrvey possibilities and teachersl
vier,vs concernin¡1 inte¡lration o.f- rclii',ious; ec,lucaLion with other
parts of the cumiculurn.4. lo lrovide an asscssnìen'L of the cle¡'¡ee
to which incloctrinatlo¡r anrì ìli¿rs ¿rr.e eviclenl, in i¡h¿rt is coverecl , ancl
the way it is covere(l.rl

(o:r ) ibíd. t Þ.7 .
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c l.¿rÍnr th¿r b

rrdisct¡s¡sion of reliliion has ¿t valj-r.l 1;lirce in a state
scl'¡ool erlucation"f )4,

¿md that since

rrover't Iy reli¡iorrl; pltettotrrcna, trl;Lrticul¿rrIy'blrose
relatin¡1 to relil,,ions other 1-lran ClrristianiLy' are
often il,.nore<l in te¿rcìrinll at ì:otl r 1;rinrary iurcì

secorìclary f6vs1srr, !)i)

1-hen some form of reli¡1ior-rs courso vas justiJ.'ieù 'Lheir first recotrr¡enclation

Irl¡irli¡ltlbed tl-re trouble r,¡l'ricl'r tlrc l'roject 'leanr llad e:ilterienced in
barlancin¡1 the treatment of cliffer.ent reliÍ';ious and otìrer v¡orlcl vieirs -
it su¡gested tlr¿rt better pul-lli-c relr.rtions v¡ould hel¡r overcome tÌ-ìe fears

which many parents ancl teachcrs ancl o't lrers rrri¡ihl; llolc.l .9G The Cor¡r¡nittee

'book the pluralistic attitudc 'blr¿it

rrthere are uood rcasons, lto'Llr culturaf ancì peda¿o¡-¡,icalt
for ¡ilvinfl special a'bbcntion 'Lo Cluistianity particuLar'ly
vrhen explorin¡1 the Íieneral nature ¿rnd role of religion iu
human society. Ilor,vcver, one of tl re most fundarrnental
chan¡1es in l/estern culLurc in tlre presenL century is thab
for tlle lirst [,ime tlrere is ¿r substanti-¿r]- number of
people who seeLl to anstver r.luestions abou-b ultimate neanin¡.;s
and values in vrays that are not traclitionerlly reli¡;ious
(e.¡.r., humanistrt, e>risbcnLialisr,r, socialisr.l). These shoul-d
be ntajor topics in Ll re senior levels of the ilroílrarìlme.rr97

Cl-early, they v/ere not entirely Ìtíìl)l)y v¡ith thc exj-sbing treatnrent, as

their second recomnìendation requeste<l 'Llrat tlre conce¡rt rtlle reli,qious

climension of life and socie't yr l>e r-ìiscar,l",l9{l arr,l , in fact, they took

cluite a stron¡i stan<ì in s'b¿rtin¡i t-lrat

rrPersistence with iL (i.e. tlLe terrn rreli¡1ious dirnension of
lifet ) could re¡rl;on¡rbly bc tatìren 'bo imlrll¡ that the r:eality
of a supernatural rlinension is nssumecl . Our conclusiol'ls
are bhat the syllabus shoulrl mal<c it clear that such an'
assuntption ig trnacce¡r Ltrble in ¿r st¡rte school- educa'bion
proÍlrammell. J-

(oa ¡

(os ¡

(s6 )

(e7 )

(e8)

ibid. , ¡r.1.1 .

ibid., 1r.11..

ibicl ., ¡l .12. Recommencl¡¡tion tlo.1. rrThe Commj.tt-ee recommends bha'L tl',e
syllabus be irnprovecl by a nìore explicit connunication to teachers
a¡cl panents of criteri¿r for deterni¡rinJ; r'¡ha'L constitutes a balance
in treatnrent, of the diff'erent reLi.,,ions and lvorlll viev¡s.rl

ibid. , p.1.?-.

ibid. . pp. L2-l.3 (9c) ibid., p.13.
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l'¡at sta'LemenL r;t..rn(ls t.l¡cíul j.I.y wi'EÌì íìn eíìrl-ielî s;¿ì l,is{'.tc'Lion 't ìLa'L

rrt:lrcrc is no t¡:L¿ts l-ov¡,'.Lrrls ¡rarrti ctrl¡'r.r r;ys t;ct:ls; of'
relil,;j.oul; lreLicf-l; r rlor iìll.y exl)licj-t lli¿rs in L'¿rvour

of reli¡1ious bclie t' i1,r;cItì. "1OO

,.ll-ie 1a-bter clair¡r was ¿rIso r.lispute<.1 t-r.y 'bltree of the ¿tc¿1clerìic evÉ'iLuÐ.torl;.

l,le¿rrIin sutllesterl bllat

rrTllere v¡oul-d secrn to llc r.leÍ-inite l-rias tor'¡arcl tìre
inrportance of a reli,t',ious llosition natrrel.y the 0trris'bian
positJ.on in the lieportrs stabcrnen.U of aims... Tltis
bias is ¿ìrrìelioraLec.l in 'l-lre syllaì¡us staterncnt r.'¿here

the bias in aims woulrì l;eern 't o lle tor'¿arrl tal<in¡'i
seriously a bel-ief llosition ol some l<incl . l'ire

curriculum nla'Lerial v¡ouIt.l ¿rfso see¡il orieri'bateci torvard
the achievemenl; oll ,';uclt ¿tn air'1. 'Iìris vroulcl constitute
a bias, bu'b not towi,rrcl a rcli;;ious position so much as
tow¿rcl ideolo i c¿rl- sition vrllicl'l v¿rlues coherent
Þ9f19!Ê"' l.01 (ernlrlr¿rsis acltlerl

lvhil-e 1-ll-ailcie, noti n¡,; a stro¡rit cri t.ical-

the syllabuses, felL that'
s1"and on rel-1:lious ì¡el-iefs in

ilAt v,¡orst -Hie cour¡;c ryill ul_t,lrnabeIy ¡,r.ocluce cynics,
at l.resb tolerant lrumirnists. l,'llittever li;r1r1lens, the
course slroulc.l l¿rcj-ljtate 't-he tlcvelolrtnent ol so¡ne type
of rnoclern secul¿riser.l (l.:erlrai¡s uncoll¡nittect) lndividua'l" ;

IO?

and Crittenden,
lvhi1e

arrivin¡1 at ¿rl_nro¡.;t l..he olrlrosi [,e trtosition, ar¡¡lecl Ll'i¿r-'r

rri'b is certainl.y noL 't-lte case [,]r¡-r-t i.ill r,lor:aIi't.y rnusl,

in sonre fashion, lre rcliilious;... Ll ris j-s Lire vierv that
the present ltro¡lratntite, trltittever 1;Ìre inl;entions of' tlte
cìesillners, ca¡t Ìrarc.ll.y f'¿ril to iuculcate... 'Ihus, v¿ìrile
¿r teacher is to l¡e neutr¿il i¡r te¿icl'rin¡, i:llout this or
that rel.igious l:elief or practice, lre is presumably nol:
to be neutral ¡lboub tl re value ol relir{ion, or of beirl¡"
reJ-i¡¡ious, ns suclt. Ol-rviotlsJ-¡¡ lre cannot be neutral- on

the vaLue of stur,lyì-nÍr reli,'lj.on't.lO:J

T¡e var.yinfl co¡clusions inclic¿r1;c tì rt.rL, ¿rì¡ove ¿r1I clser ¿ìny course on

(Loo)

(1ol_ )

(102)

(103)

ibid. , p .12-.

ibid. r pp.92-0:l , I,lar¡1aret ilearlin is Íienior Lecturer i¡r lÌduc¿r';ion
at Canberra Co11e¡ie oÍ' Aclvir¡rced lir.lucation.

iL¡icl. , ¡t.1'O2, Norman ljlail'-ic r,vorlls ¿rt iionaslr University.

ibicl., p.L04, l]rian Critl,enrlcn is I'ro['cssor ol' Icluca'tion at L¿:'t;robe

Universi-by.
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¿rn,y subject v¡iLI i¡rvolvc sol¡rc J'orrrr <>l' lrirtr; irtttl, rlr:pcttrìin¿j, otr clclinì t,-i.onl;,

at least some irrrillicit, in<locbrinirLion, ¿in<l so to 1-,icli reli¡;j-ous

cdtrcation as a sl)eci¿rl casc i,r inorcs cvery oLlrcr course ïrein¡1 oiferorì in
tlre school ¿inc1 , as such, can ¿rnloturt, to l-ittle ¡nore tìran parLisan niL-

iriclting. In f¿rct, tl re l'utili'Ly oÍ'tir¿rt typc of criticisnr is rltri.te

blrrntly empl'rasizecl by er l.;1;¿,rl.ernent rni.rr.le by Llle Iv¿r]-ueiLion Cc-¡nlr;ri'1.; te<¡ i.'lrr.¡n

offerinij sonìe Lìfìsltrarìce tll¿rt; tl le relil'iior,¡s erluca'tiou syllabuses ',¡ere not

lil<ely to incloctrj-¡rate: It vrr.otc tl r¡rt,

rrtl re orien.L;¿rtion o1.' [,lrc coursc':s totvarcÌs student reco,],nibion
ancl acce¡'¡'t-r.rnce of' tire rli.lfercrrccs l¡c't vrccu lreo¡,lJ-e is in l-ine
v¡itlr the pluraÌistic nuture of our^ socicby, ¿rnd is lilrel¡',
over ¿r. tv¡el-ve .year l)ro,,r'iìrnme, to aLct ¿rs ¿r safe5g¿rd a¡-lainsb
zrttcrn¡rts ¿r'l- incloc'br j.rr¡L[,ion. rr 104

In othcr vrorclsi it r,,rou1r.l be acceirtal>le J-r-rr1 ,,cl-y bccause it iv¡¡s fol-Ior,.,i¡r[;

a theory (that Ìs,pluralisnr ) vrhicl.r prcsrrrnably vra:; i¡nmune frorn an¡,

capacity to in<.loctrin¿,rtc. llor,vl'rere b¿rs ,r rlcfittitj-on of inrioc't rin¿rtion
been nlore obviously ticd to ¿lccel.)L¿rl.rle o1-.inion or conventio¡ral 'bhinkin1,,.

Such a fickLe definition obviousl.i facl<s boLl r r¡or¿rl ¿rnd intell-ectual
integrity, but-L;lrab does not solve blre irroblcrn ol.using the concel:,t
tindoctrinationr .

Ib is pruclent Lo remernber tlrat l-l rc r'¡orr] is usuall-J, used as ar politic¿rl
rveíìf)on to question the crer,lil¡ilil"y of a ¡rar1,icular;,erson or institution
in tlreir encleavours; to trirnsnrit. ì-.¡rovrJ-crl1;e. I r'¡oul-rì ¿rri,lue th¿,rt iL j,s not

¿rn absolute concept; thaL i-Lri use is nrore often related to'bìre cìe.,ree

of public acce¡r't ance of its contc:rL; f'or e>lanr1;lc, to be concrebe, il :¡ost
people a¡'¡ee tl-reib rCorì exisl-st, Llre¡r Lo insist- on Llre truth of 'bha'b

statement is no'l- to indoctrinate eur<l , ¿rlLernatively, bo insist t-ha'l- r(loci

does not exis'bt is, usin¡1 tl re r;¿r¡:tc consensus criteriar, to indoctrin¿lte.
And further, f v¡oul<l sugf{cst- Lirat it is usually uscd to discredit tlrosc
'bheories v¡hich a-re not in accorr-1 rrntl ,,'¡l richr.bherefÌore, tlueaten rnainr:trear:

rnorality or thou¡'.lrt. If uscd in tllis 1'/¿ì)/ j.t c¿rrr becor,re a i:1oy-l,o couuter

opl".rosition ratl-rerbhan an 'objectì,vc criteria of trutl-rr. To acce¡rt this
ar¡,,utnent, 1e¿r<ls to a politic¿l.l- rcs;ponsil:i1j-ty - ¿r responsibilitj¡ 'Lo

provicle an intel-l-ectuall.y ílnd ntorall.y hones [- vierv - 'Lo offer an opposin,rl

¡rosition; a teaclrer vrlro reco lnil;es Llie <lorrrin;Lnce of a particuJ-ar ¡rj.ece

o:f rlinotvlecl¡1er ouflit to accc¡r'L Lìrc obJ-l¡.¿rtion to counber it r¡j.th ¿r colterenL,

(104) ibid., p.13.
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carefully selected, altcrnaLive í_ì,rlUrrrent.

I.t it is ercce¡l't er.l tl r¡¡t sone lor¡lr o.l censorecl scl-ec'|;ion is unavoirl¿rblc
in any transtnission of i¡rforrna'bion ¿rnr1 , in ercìrlition, if it is acce¡rtccì

bhat certain por,verful- cul-tural instiLrrt,ions such ¡rs sclrool-s, universit.Les,
tlre press a¡¡d other rnass medias, lrublic reletions ancl aclverti-siu1,,

aÍienciesr parli;rments, courts ancÌ churches releasc rknovrlecl¡1er in a r,r¿-utner

rvhich tencls to be biased in I'avour of' a tclo¡ni-nant' icleoro¡:y (i.e.
rnainstrca¡n ideas) then tlre necce;sity for te¿-rchers, vrlio feeÌ stron¡,,1y

about that unb¿rlance<l control of .information, to lrrovicle con'l-r¿.r-r¡, i.deers

becomes irnporbirnt. llovrever, tl-r¿¡L necessity poses a cliLernlna. If a sLron¿ ,

one-sided line j-s offerecl ib rnay l)rove to L¡e counber-productive in Lhe

sense that it r'vill be i¿lnored as sheer, tsubjective biasr; if bo.bh (or
more) sides aire ¡liven then l,he irn¡rr.cr;sion ¿1ì-ven n;ry be that no ole- l-ine
1s any better (i. e. rtruc I ) tlran ary otl.rer aincl , tìrerefore, the critcrii¿
of rtrutl-rl is a matter of ol,inion r¿ltlrerLlrar jucì¡relnent (i.e. bi-re pluralist
positíon). The follovrin¡i cluestions rcrn¿rin unansv/ered -shoulcl tirere be

any obli¡lation to ¡rrovicìe irt.fornl¡-rbion l¡lrich 1s lrelievecj to be rfalser?
Or shouLd a tr)erson tal<e the l-iberaL sb¿urcl lvlliclr upholcls the ¡lrinciirJ-e
contained in tlie sbaternen.L rf clisa¡pee v¡itlr your ¡roint of viely but f r,,ii1l

Îi¡1lit for your ri¡1ht to liold it ¡mrl sa5. i.t"t? i'ihen ls so-callecltiucloctrin-
ationr not reclucatj-onal | ( in its br<¡¿rcl sensc )'/ Ltoes incjoctrin¿t'bj-on
necessarily irn¡rly j.rration¿¡i-ity'/ \/l ra't is l-he il-rtcltec'bual s'tatus 01' an
roÞen mindr? '1'o wl'rat ex'Len L, doer¡ i-i colirlnit¡¡ent i:rrply incloctr,i¡r¿ition? ilas
incloctrination ¡1ot anytlrin¡i to rlo rvi blr ¿r l-acli of tolerance or a l-¡¡.cÌç of
sensitivity? llov¡ can incloctrin¿ition be ¡1eiu¡iecì - as ¿ì metho¿, as an

intention, as an outcome?

The v¡hole Iindoc brinationr deb¿rte, ¡rerhrrJ.rs a¡rproprÍateJ-y cief ies consensus;
ho',vever' I(0SSS; ¿rn<-l o1 hers lairl clrar¡,,es of irrcloctrin¿rtion at the feet of
the reli¡',ious eclucation coursc ¿t[r ì:)¡ìr.'t of i.l reir vi't rio]-ic ancl lrersisteltb
attacll on tl're coursc. I'he spccilìc clrarge r,'¡as tha'b it v¡as inrbalancci.i i¡
favour of Clristi¿urity - in blrc follov,rj-n¡l v/¿\ys; tlte content oÍ- the 

"or1"""]''t'
its acÌrninistrative structure in scliool-"]'t' it= arìrninistrative struc'bure in

( r_05 )

(1oo)

quanti'batively, ib deall- vitll rciristianityr irr ¿r nlost ílenerous v/av.

the local school cornmitbce,.'ras't o L.re colnposcc-l of u¡r to four clerlllrrren,
up to trrro parents, up'bo'l-rvo l,cacìrers ancl ilre school- principal .
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1;lrc <1e¡rar brircrì L, blre Ic/,¿rI cn['r¡rccrncn't ol' Ll rc

l. ( )1,,

'Llic

mot iva'Lions of Llie 'Le¿rcl rers; ot' t lre courr:ic Llrcrcl'orc ¡ tì rr:

poss;ibiI i Ly o I i nclocl;r in¿rt j.on was lr j ¡11r.

Í-ionle hu¡nanist ¡nernbers of l(OljliÍj ¡¡j.,Jr L lrave iu^1:,uecl tl r¿rt tlte rrelí¡,iousl

ilj-rnension of lif-e v¡as not ít r;ubjcct vrl'ricìr rlescrverl aL;ten't ion on i;l)e :rourì(1s
'blr¿rt its clairrr ancl its thcories uere b¿rsecl on unsubst¿rntiated 1i¡s¡¡ieqc

orr inrìecd, on clistorl"ions antì I'1.),tll:;: hot'¡ever, IiOljÍjS c'iid not llurslle tLra-'¡

criticisnl an<i, insteacl , concerìcc.l t lrat
rrreli¡lion is irrrpor Lan L; lris torically, i'U I s inrportcrnt
culturall.y, itrs lL ¡:arl. ol oulî tra(lition; there r'¡oul-c'i

be a 'brencn(lous 
¡',a1 r in our chi]drcnrs education i.f tìre¡r

diclnr t l<novr about reli;',j.onrrl.lLO

l)erhaps the.y felt tlral" to ¿-r.btacii reli;,ion ou iLs intrinsj-c lo¡1,ic and

su¡rernat-ural charactcristics v¡oulcl l-lc L¿rctic¿'Llly ncrive ¡¡iven the

funciamentally ctrrisLi¿rn socieb¡' in r'¡l Licli l-hey hri.l to olterate.

On the matter of s1.:ecific bias, botl L iiOliSSj iurd Lilc cvaluators \'/erc on

í-;urer ,r iround . 'Ihc lÌval-u¿ttion CornmiL;tcc fclt conficlent enou¡,J.r 'to reconrmend

bhat rcriticlues of reli¡iions ¡rntl reli,'tious conflict-t be added to tLie

syllabus and tl'¡¿rt 't he n¿ure rtieli,r ,,ious llclucationr l¡c retrrlaced by sonre

otlier title vrhiclr rnore lronesLly jrlcnl.j.fierl tl rel.rue ¡rature of -b]re course.

0:f course, it coulcl be ar;iuerl , ac Llie l,lv¿rlu¿-rtion lìeltort me¡rtioneci, tliat
the course inte¡rclecl to inrply Lh¿lt tì rc ternr rreli¡;ionr coverecl ¡.r11 ti-ie

clifferent val-ues, at'biturìes, belic fls, 1j.f e s tyles ¿Ìnd cuf tures rneutioneci

in the syllabus ¿incl tha'b tlic l¡ro¡rr1 r.lcfinj-tlon rv¿rí,i ¿.1 deLiberaLe a'Lte:li;t

to render to reli¡1ion a cre<-libility a-n<1 si¡.nific¿rnce beyond t'¡hat j,l,s

(1o7) a speciarl ^A,dvisor.y Currj-culurn Ìloi:r<-Ì, on wlrich thc heacls oftFl,r.
major cLristian churcl'tes in Liris statc ',;cre nrernbers, !/a[j ¿11'-ven cire
'basli of allprovin¡'. -blre coursc.

coll|l;() ,

irrrrl Ll rert,

(108)

(l-otr )

'l'l.re L97íl- 74 Act sb¿rtcs L;iraL r'1le:ular provision shall l¡e ntacle lor
reli¡1ious ecìucation in laovernr,rcn [, sc]ìools. . . rr (n'Gõt-t.tsis ) . IIo
other schools subject lras Llr¿r,b le,;aI cornpulsion.

not
ft r,roulcl\lre unreasonal-¡le to assr-¡nc tlr¿rt rnost people rr¡ho elec'bed
to concentr¡¡.te on tc¿rchinll reli¡lious eclucation r'¡ould be coronj-tted
clristians.

(11-O) lj. Potter, ilon<ìaty Con['erencc Lranscril;'t-, in ;\lnrond ancl l/oolcocì1,
o}).cit., ¡r.103.



79.

cxistinii irna¡ic had l-¡een abLe to offer. If' tl¡¿rt t¡as Lhe casc, atncl Lhere

tvere obviousl.y scnsible polil-iclrl reasons lor such i-r. irlan, tiren

counterin¡1 thab sLri'rtc¡1y r,,¡oulrl rrccess¿riIy t¡e itrLlre inL;eresl,s of l-lr<¡se;

tteople vrho objectetl 'Lo tlre proliferation of relillj.ous influence. f.jonrc

of the other recommendations; of Llre IÌvaluation Committee also tenclct] to

infer that the arguments of tlre rel-i,rr,ious prota¡;onists rverc not accepted.

111-The sixtli recommen(la'Lion, f.or exan1rle, seemecl sontevrhat at ocìcls "¡itir
ttre justification for tþe irrclusj.on of reli¡;ious cclucation in 'blre

school curriculurn. ilavinl', accelrtccl 't l.re arliurnent tÌra1- rreli1¡ionr ''';¿ts alt

itnltortant ancl use.ful stutt.y anrì tÌ rirt, i.rt prcscrtt, ib,.zas beÍnl: ne¡llectecì,

bo then sufjLlest tha'L it be l-ef'|., tc¡ individu¿¡l- scÌrool-s to decide vrh¿rt i'b

slloulcl offer ,,.¡as beinJI sli.rlhtly atrnl¡ivalcn1,.11il j''urbher inclic¿r'bi-ons; tha't-

tÌre Cornnrittee vras urìsure of thc,illbc/,rib.y of'ihe coursc occLlnred latcr
vrhen, in r,¡hat virtually atlìountcrÌ to collLravention of 't lre lÌcluc¡r'ciou /rc't

requirement, it reconrmendecl tlrat rel j.¡1ious c:cluca't ion cout'seg be offererl

on ¿ln elective basis at the seconclary 1evel.113

trTlre Comlnittee itccep L:; [.lie ar,'lutncItt . .. 'blrab, althou¡;h
important, rcli,'lious educ¿rtion slloulr-l not l-re ilrtposed
as a. core subject aL ¿rll levels.r'1121

lhab is not e)iactl.l¡ a vote ol conf i(ìencc i¡r tl re eclucational status of
'bÌie course, eslrecially thc one t'¡hicll l-c:;al.Iy l'/as the only corti)ulsory

subject in tl're vrhoLe curricul¿i. Lo a.rfiue-Lh;rt rn¿¡l'ini,, the course a¡

elective was taliiníj ¿tccount of tlre pararìo:< tha'l; e;listed r,vhen sorjìe s't uden-| ,

on conscien'bious flround€;, refuscrt to study an o'bl lerwise corit¡rulsory

subjec-L lrr¿rs Ìr¿pclly ¡)reservin¡; tlrc r;pirit ol the ar'¿untents (a1reacly erccepterì)

(t_LL ) ibid. , p.15, rllhe Colnmit'l-cc recor,ùrìellcls t lra't itrd j-vidual scltool-s Ì¡e

free to providc thc reli¡';ious; etlucatio¡r coul'ses in the lorm,
ancl at the stanjar<l level, tlicy soe iìs zr¡lprollriate for their
sturlents. rl

(L12) To be fair, an.y reconunenclcrt;ions r'¡lriclr ¡l¿rdc a particular proi,ríìmme

cornpuJ.sory ancl universal r'¡oulrl li¿rve sul-fererì Lhe hufle clisar-ìv:-rnta3e
ol bein¡ì cìirectly at odcls tvi't lr co¡t'be¡i11.)orary <.lepartnten-bal policy
regardin¡i school curriculur,r <ievclop¡neut ¿rncl v¡ou1d, thereforer run
the rislt of bein¡1 rejected ¡rl-trrost ou'l- ol h¡rrtcl .

( r_r-3 )

(1r"4 )

ibid. t p.L7.

ibicì., p.1.0.
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1;l ral; reli¡1j,oul; crltrc;rt;jon lr¡irl ;r vrrl-irl ¡rlircc .i rrLìrc ríìn,,c of' sclro1rl

subjects. AIlo',,rin¡1 rrn o¡rt-out- l.rrovision enüurer.[ tlr¿lt rcli¡lious; cclucation,

lil<e its pre-(.lccessor, reli¡ij-ous irrstruc'bion, cor-rruinllecl to be -i.re¿r'ceri as

a special subject, rluitc r.ìj-l'f'crcnt f-rorrr all- tire otller school sub.jects.

.hs 'bl-ie recorrìrne¡-ldations procecclecì, bire Conuni'btee con'binuecì 'co ei'i:her
unclermine tl-re crcclibili'L.y of 'blie l,rojcct i'ea¡n or to clj.ninish tlre

religiosity of 'bl.reir course. lior c:<iun1 rJ-e, ììecorrrnrcncl¿:tion 13rl-l'5 ,'.r-, o

tone v¡ltich coul-cl be inter¡¡retecl íìû raLìrcr conc,lescendinÍ1 , su¡;¡1es'bed tlrat

rFl'he I'roject Team is to bc con¡lratulated on clevelopin¡,
a re]-i¡lious er-lucation r;yl1al¡us f'ro¡n scratcÌrrrr11ô

bu'b then adclecl 'Lhat

rrThe time has nor,y arrive(l r,¡lrcn ¿r corintittce of lrersons
from a t,ridcr varicty ol baclll;rouncls shoul-cl assume
res¡ronsibilì-ty for f'urLlter cr.rrriculunl rlevelopment.
Whilc a project teeun contirrues to exist, it shoulC
be res¡ronsible to tìris curricuLrrrn corn¡nit Lee.ttIL7

fn effect, the l)roject 'I'ca¡n as consti'Lutecì, r,'ras bein11 cleclarecl redundant
exce¡rt, IJresunìabIy, in tlrc job of t;¿r'bhcri¡r; í rreli.rliousr iniorma'l-ion r¡hich

t'¡ould, of coursc, still- be vetbcd by tlrc crrriculurn colnnittee.

fn'Lhe area oÍ'rnorals, tlre l)ro.jcct'Ici:urr v¡as also,'iiven scant lrraise even

tlrou¿h ùhe EvaluaLion Colnnlit'tee ¿rrilniL.Lccl cilnrliclly tlrat

rrclj-scussion of rroral- issues is ¿n essenLial- part
of reli¡1ious cduc¿rtion ar¡<l 'l-h¿rt the iìeli¡;ious
llducaLion l'rojecb '.['ea¡rrs a¡rproach is ¿in iì.ppropria'l,e
onc as it does not rely Ltl)on accelrtance of' any
particular rcli¡1ious ¡ror;ition.'r11tj

'l'o mal<e such ¿rn aclmission ir.nrl '[o bhcn rccor,l¡nend't,]r¿rt rnorals be tau¡ ih'L

tluite separatcly unclcrlincs 't-lre rlilcln¡ra r'¡hicìr tltc Conrmittee must Ìr¿rve

e;cpcrienccd in conj.n;{'t o'berr,rs r,¿:Ll-}r Llre conf.lict over v¡hetircr tltc coursc

(11s) lbid., ¡.t.20, rrthe (io¡rrmi btcgrecor:rnrencls tl-r¿rL ¿r curricu]un cormi L'cee
containin¡1 tcachers frorn r.cfaLccl subject íìÌ.cas and re1:resenta.t ives
of a wide ranÍle of rcli.¡';iou¡: ¿rrrc'ì other belj-cfs be establ-isliecl .rr

(1.10 )

(1r.7 )

( 11it )

ibid.,

ibid.,

ibicl .,

¡t. ílO.

Ji . 20.

1t.íÌ?..
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slroul-d l¡e emascuLated, oubtly re-orienLatcd or left completely uuchan,r ;ecì.

Io a larlle ex-bent, they eventually opte<1 for tlre seconcl alternative ancl

baclçed thaL decision u¡itlr deLails f'ro¡n 'Llreir enpirical- resc¿rrclr v¡lriclr

inclicabecl a fairly unenthusiastic resJ)onsc to the ¡rilot course from bot.lr

students and teachers as wel"l as from l¡arent-s.

The commen'bs rnacle by the so-calL",lll9 rin<-ìe¡renclentt evaluators al-so

reinforceri that middle position. Tl'iey all noted'bhat the Steinle 1ìeport

had demonstratecì a rrbias tov,¡ards Ohrisbianity atrd tow¿rrds the in¡;ortance

of religious beliefs,,,120 and.blrat such ¿l preclisposition hacl been partiall¡'

balanced by the Pro.ject Te¿¡:n l-rut l,liat r¡ore vorli neerled to be clone to

¿Lvoid future accusations of bi¡rs. Tlrey urlluded to ¿ì more specific definition
of the aims of tlie course, inclu<-lin,,i its titLe; a broader treatment of
'bhe subject area; the prol¡l-em of cor,ì¡nuniccil,in,r,: corn¡llex concepts to

young chilclren; the clis't inction ì:etv¡een reli,r,,ion ¡rnd rnorality; 'blre

availability ancì trainin¡; of reli;;ious cducal,ion te¿rchers; and tlie ''iuite
varied effects v¡Lrich such ¿1. course coulcl have on 

"frr.l,1"nts.121

it
The submissions received by tlrc Corunitbee ¿rlso'bcntlecl to pushlinto a

central position ancì, Íliven thc lrluralistj,c basis of the Con¡nit.'cee's

theor¡r of curriculum clevelopmcnt tlrcrc \'/a.j llo other position vrìiiolr i'b

could aclopt. If 8O submissions \vore receivecì (as l.lrere tvere), ancl botLi

cxtremes were represent-ecl (¿rs tlrcy r'rere) tì¡en any conciliatiou r¡oul-cl clroose

somewhere in the midctle rvherc it r'roulcl l¡e ¿rssumecl bhat a comproritise rvoulct

malce most people happy. Of tlte ílO, nine uranbed rreli¡.,iont l.'.epb right out

o:l the state sclìool currioulum; ljO (nrostl-y Jlronl counbry people) rranted

the syllabus-bo be avail¡rble in all scliools; most of them sarv no problei'r

rvith bias; t'rhile at the secondary level,

(1-19) ûy rso-calleclt, I do nob sut ifiest tlrat the eval-uators v/ere âri¡, 1u""
independent than either they could or shorrl(i l'iave beenr orr tlran
would have been any other ev¿rluators. I am, ra'cher, ques'bionin¡-,,
the de¡fee of indeltendcnce r,rlrj,ch any evalu¿r'üors c¡rn lt¿:ve in as;scssj-n';
a curriculum in r,,¡hicìl l-ry virLr-re of tiieil acquired exlrertise, tltey
have an obvious interest and 1;or,¡ard r'¡lrich they have a particlrlar]y
cievelope<ì clisposition.

(1_20)

(1"2L)

ibid. , 1:.2)3.

ibid. ¡ pì).'¿-3-29 .



rrtl rc cor¡rrnoneriL recorrìrnon(l¡rt;ior¡ tv¿u.; bl r¡-r[ ¡'cIi¡,,i.ous
erlucaLion l-¡e ollcrcrì nr; rur elcct,jve subject eibher
at ¿ill levcls or at Ic¿r¡;t; at ¡;c¡rior l-evc-l.".1lll'l

I'lerer as in otlier places in 1;he 1ìeport, tl re 'berm relectiver ly¿rs no'l-

clefined - it could lnean that it l'/as all optional course outside tlre
core a¡eas of s'Lu<ly, or j-t coul-cl ref'er to 1;lrc options offered vrj.tirin

a blocll of core subjects e.f{. Ilir;tory/nrt or Iìeli¡jÍon. 'lite Ev¿rluaiiorr

Co¡runittee in fac'b, \vas at faulL in not clariCyin¿1 tl.ralt notion.

J.'he midpoint position referre<ì Lo above also tencìed bo be reÌnforcecl b¡r

'Lhe a¡rsv¡ers to the Ernpirical clue:;l;ions. \ij ij.l-e tlie survei/ resul-t uas

only an interinl study of a.l;rvo year rcsc¿u.cl'r prolirolnnìe, it, never-'bhe-1ess,

substan-bially covered most of thc questions v¡ìrich had become the suìrject
of vexed public clebate. l,lost of Lhe rer-;ulL;s of tlre empirical repor'u

could have l¡eeu ernticipatcd fairly accur.ately. I''or exarrrple, nost teacìrers
(ZC; per cent) hacl a¡-'¡eecl bhat reli¡1ious ecìucation r,/as a suit¿rbl-e

secondary course while onl-y 1i.l per ccnb h¿rd indlc¿rtecì that the¡' rrrorad

be happy to teach it.1i¿3 That s'L¿rtistical resul1; seenred hard]-y sur¡rri..;in:;

¡iiven 'bhe l<,not',¡n national lrercentar,rles of peolrle r,¡l.ro tacitly support our
basic reli¡1ious tracli'bions (:1 .e. c¿llI 'blrcmselves clrristians) ancl r,¡ìro

tal<e a¡t active interest in c}-rurclr (i.e. ¿rttenci rc;iularly). Even less
rema¡lcable was the result th¿rU ¿ill bhe stuclents taliin¡1 Colle¡ies oi
Aclvanced lJducation rref i¡lious ELrrdiesr courses sari a place forHre reJ-i¡liouL;
eclucation subjec b in seconcìary 

""lrool"1í24 - o.r. coulcl iìssurne tira'b 1;he

sLrrdents of suclr a course v¡ould suJrport itc inclusion; a.lter all , 'btrey

v¡ou1d be teachin¡1 it. Thc discovery tl.ra'L l-ess than lratf of the 1,OOO

surveyed secondary school sturlcnts ruere interestecl in reli¡;ious
eclucation was equally unsur¡rrisin,¡ ,.tttt' (iiven tl-re nature of the relilrious
ins'Lruc'bion cotrrses pteviously avail¡rblc in schools and the e>lisbin¡,

Social Sturìies/llistory courses, Ll re,fact tlrat rnos'L s'buclents hacl never

(r22)

(123)

(r-24)

( 12t; )

ibicì. ,

Íbid.,

ibid.,

ibid.,

p,42..

p.40.

¡r. liO.

P.51.
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or had rarely r¡tudied

rrThe Jewisil rel-illion, Ilumanisnt, Âtheism, ÂustraliansI
percel:tions of relillion, reli¡iion and conflict or
such 'bopics as rIs orgemiaed reli¡iion a ¡;ood thing?l
rAre reli¡iious people clifferent from o1;l-rers?rrr126

is, talso, hardly unpredictabl-e. Âncl natural-ly, the only conclusiot-r ''vhiclr

coulcl be made by a ¡goup wl'rich had already accepted tlre val-ue of rreli.¡1ionl

as a school stucìy would be tltat reJ-i¡lious eclucation could and should fiII

that gap. Ilorvever, (the cynic coulcl acld) t',iven the lacl< of specific

staff or stucìent inLerest perhaps; it v¡as no'l- a:r essential course - hence,

the comprornise: malte it an electivc.

On the actual content of the coursc,'bl re survey fouucl that teachers ancl
1an

students were more concernet.l ¿¡borlb rrJe¡;tht issues"' th¿ur about historical ,
'1 )a)

ctescriptive or Jrhenonrenolo¡iical bo1.lics.-"' Ih¿rt r,voulcl also surprise

no-onet The nrere ti'Lles v¡oul-cì be crrrci¡rl . ì.tor example, issues vrLrj-clr

have immectiaLe a¡rc1 ol.¡vious relevcurcc to students such as, parent-clril-d

relationships, vrould be mucli nrore liì<ely to interest'l,hem'th¿r¡r r¡oulcì rilore

re¡nove<l issues, such as, Judaisrn!

Perhaps one fj-nclinti which coulcl lre r.athcr alarrnin¡, rvas tltat -Lj:ie stuclen'bs

r'¡ho had talcen reli¡1ious ecluc¿r'bion ovcrv¡hellriitt,r'1Iy l eI'b unaft ectecì bi' tìie

course. Vllretirer tl'rat, rr¡a¡; l¡ec¡tusc tltc sLlrvcy',¡as'i-al"en too early or

v¡he.bher a sinila¡ resulL rvoulcl accruc lron otlrer subjects as t¡ell, i'roultÌ

be ¡arcl to detdrmine but one shoult.ì be dÍsturbecl by the kno',ule<1¿,e tl'raL

the religíous eclucation syllallus vras prorlucin¡; a seerningly iner.b re¡rc-bion.

That could indicate that eitlrcr i'b r,¡¿rs useless or that it rtas bein;,, .Lau¡;l.Lt

baclly or that tþe results wer.e inaccurate - tlle l-atter could occur tlrrougÌr

the students anticipa'bin¡1 , perhaps from .t he benor of tkre question, .t l-rat

they were beini-i asl.:ed to ¡,,ive an opinion on the cìefpee of indoctrina'bion

(1zo¡ ibid., p.52-53.

(L27)

(12s)

ibid., p.53-54, e.[i., rllorv shoulcl thirr¡is be bett'¡een teenar',ers and
their parents?r, rrhotv c-lo v¡e tl'rinll v¡e shoul,:l behave?r, rl'lhat is
irnportan'L for 1:eople in our society?r .

ibid. ¡ pp.54-56, e.l(. r r'1'lte .Ie',¡isli reli¡1ionr , I The psyciiolo;-y of
relí¡.¡iont, rl,lovernents v¡lriclr erre critical of 'braditional reli¡ionsr.
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tulrich had ¡;one on j.n the cour¡;c rn<l , bein¡; reluct¡.rnt to sLlor'¡ tlr¡¡.t

tlrey were, in;.tt"ty sense, bein:'; rrrilniprrLirLerl ll.y Li rcir Le¡'rchers¡ thcy lri;,
Irrefer to lloì-rlly insir:t Llral; tlrcy l-r¿¡.tt lrcen r;irir.yed or ¿rffectecl nej-tirer
one vray nor the other.. 1.,.tlr¿ttcver t,lie reirson, it ivoul_tl rernain

unsatisfactor.y and ¡rerlra¡rs orninous tlr¿-rt tlie syl1abus r¡as ¡;ree'tccl vriLir

such bla¡rcl nonch¿r1ance.

l)rota¡¡onistsof' the course arr(J otlrr:rs coulcl also b¡rile cold comforb .fronr

the discovery tl-rat in arf sclroorr;, includin¡.i those rvhere r-eri¡;ious
ec-lucation wars tau¿1lrt,

rrattitrrdes.; wlticl'l ar-c r'¡i,lely ìrelrl lr.y tire s'l,utlents are
th¿rt reIi,,lion aurri Jn 1ri,rr.1;icular, Ulrrístirni'by, has little
effecb on the s'budelrtrsi or¡n life ¡,¡rd tlL¿rt Iiastern
reJ-i¡1ions (e.ll. ijucìcllri¡;rn) er.re l-rorì-n.;, stu¡icì, out of
clate ¿rnd primitivc .ttlit(.1

their concern can only be exircerl¡¿rte<l lty tlre report 'bltat 75 per cen'i,

of tìre year ten reli¡iious ecÌucaL;ion st.uclcntr;

rrdislil<ecì the corrrsc, .LÌ r¿rb ib lv¿rs not a .¡al-uabl.e or
r,vorthlr¡hile sul-r.ject; anrl th¿r'b if ¿r :['elv suìrjects hacì
to be dro¡rlrecl l"rorr l-lre scliool;;ro;,r¿ìrntÌìc tl ten rel-igious
education slioul-d l¡e o¡rc ofl blte í'irst bo be clroltpecl .rr1-3r)

The question of'course, vries ivl r.y? lllrs j-b unf'airl-;'associeitecl v¡j-tìl'l-jre
oId reli¡iious instruct,ion'/ t/¿rs; .it .jtrst t;oo nerv anr-[ not yet es'Lerltlisircci?

l'/as it resen-bed because it vras sirn¡lJ_¡r an extrar sul:r j ecù? (Si¡lnj f ioântl¡r
I'ieal-th Eclucation, also a nevr antl c>:tra subject, 1,/íì.s rì¡ore l)oputo.r"l )131
l\o clear answerrl have erner¡iecì l.irrb obviously the sylleLbus cÌeveloirer:; lr¿rve

sone lost ßround to ¡iain i-f tlrey ¿ìre.Lo lr¿rve tlteit- encrÍl¡, confidencc ¡rncì

¿rssertions vinclica betl .

'I'he Primary Í)cl-rooI da'b¡r revealccl no ñtnclixrìeÌ-lLal vari¿..'bions from the
Íiecondary School- resulLs. Tt s;eelnecl obvious tìrat vliebl'rer the ernlrit.icaL
evaluation coul-d be consiclercd rclial.rl-e or not, ii; tyoul-cl be unliì<el;v
'bo produce any unex¡lected resulbr;. lllre course h¿rcl ltarely be¡pn anci the

( r_2e )

( r.3o )

(131)

ibicl . r p.02.

ibid., p.0G.

The Ilealtlr Bduc¿rtion cour$e c]oer; inclucle ¿r section on Se;r Ecluca'l.ion.
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(luestion$ vrere \vorde(.1 in íì. \vrì.y v¡l l.i.cll tv<¡ult.i l)rovi(lo ll<¡r 'bhe ur;ttal

cross-section of answers i.e. û J.'erv;rt lrotlr ex1 rerlìes ¿rncl'bl.re bulll i.n

tlre midclle. 'L'ìrus, it could ìrar<ìIy ohovr erny reni¿rrli¿rl¡l-e results eincl ,

ín efffect, Ievered the ConrnitLec bov¡arcì tlre concl-usions tìiat .bl re course

should be in1;e¡ir¿rted at the ¡:rinrary leveL, rírade ¿rn elective ¿rt tlie
gecondary leveL ancl ticlie<l up lr 1il.ble b.y cÌ'ri-rngin; i iLs n¿ìme, broacìenin.r1

its content, irnprovin¡1 iLs lrubJ-ic ancl l)rofessional ¡rresentation and

maintainin¡1 its rnoni'bor rese(i-rclì. il'hat en¿.rbLed 'bhenr to ¡,,ive somethin¡1 to

all the stru¡;1 llin¡I llroups -'blre f'ervicl 0ìrris't,ian l-obì:y sti1l irad'blreir
course (even tl'rou¡1h it h¿rr1 been ¿rl.bere<l), t-l re llurnanistsllad seen i'ts
r.emoval as a compulsory corc s;ul.rject an(l couLcl sit bacli ¿rnd watcll its

Íjradual dernise, lvhi-J-e the rest ol' Llle teacirers, I,¿ìrents, students and

nrinor protagonistÊcoultl relax in tl re sar:le llirovrlerlile 'r,hat nothin¡1 rlrarstic

ha<l happened one way or tlte otl-rer - it rv¡rs a llerfecl, comprorrrise.

'Ihe methoclolo¡¡J of curriculum rleveloprnent r¡as not the only clue to
the political role wlrich reli¡1ious erlucaLion r,voul-cl ire lil<ely to perform.

T'he course itself , inclu<lin¡1 the sterl;ed airirs, lrroviclcrl useful- evicience.

'l'he S'beinle Comnrittee adlnit bcd t-lieir cle'ut t,o the lìritisl'r reli¡;iorrs
education niovenrent by adoptin,r,,, ¿is tlreir jielìeraf i-.i.nr, vir'bualJ-.y tl're serme

statenent marìe liy a 107L ijclrools Council'liorl<in¡ì lraper.l't't rrru, vrote

rr'l'he ainr of Ileli:lious Iìrìucation is 1,o enaltle children
and young ¡reople to have e })roi)er unders banclin¡; of v¡hat
is meant by a reli,';ious a1t1i::oircìr bo llfe, crnd for nos'b
people in this coun'bry, the centre of 'clris unclerstan<lin;';
v¡il1 be the Christieur a¡r1rro¿rclr. lt is lro'b the purpose
of lleIi¿¡ious IlclucaLion bo lrrin,'i ilbou'b ¿r conurittnenb to
the Ctrristian faitlr, but ratherbo cre¿rl-c ¿r sensitive
understanclin¡-1 of Ll.¡e Clrristian fl¿rith ¿rncl other beliefs
by which people Iive.rr-l33

(r.32 ) See Schools Council \rlorkinll Parper 36 'rlìeli¡;:'-ous J:ìducation in
Seconclary Sclloolsrr, llvans ancl ìietliuen, Lonclon, L97L, pp.L7-a3,
(steinle lleport p.1ô) see ¿rle;o ainrs of the ]Íe¿rcls of Ctrurclies,
Prearnble of Appencìi;< ,\, ( Ílte j-nle lìe¡--,ort, p.l? ) .

(l-33) Steinle lte¡:ort, p.10.
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They then specifierl in nore rìeL¿ti.lr eilIrL in'Le,r';r¡tl ¿rins.
.]-34

I'hosc

:Linrs canclirll.y itnd uní.rslt¿ì.tle(lIy inf 'crrcri Llt¿r1; the cQur$e rv¿ts itrtr:¡rcl<:ri

bo fulfil-1 tlre J'uncb:ion of- trirnsr¡rj'btin1 i a lrelj.gig.rs trtt:risâiie , ¡',ctreritll.y,

¿tnd a Christi¡r¡ one in prirticuLlrr. T.lrc project .l.c:alrt v/as forced L;o

:nocìify those airns ¿rs their bl¿rt¿rnt, cornr¡itrnent to ¿t naruot¡ viel of

reli¡4ion bec¿lne an enlllarrassÌrrent ¿u1(l , iìs lrel-1, becil re 't,he butt oi

wide ¡-rublic ¿rttacl<. Thrysumntariser.l 'bl reir nev¡ ainls ers

rran unc,lerstanclin,i o.t' blie reJ-ir;ioul; clinlension of' lifc
ancl society; a l>ctter ttn<lcrsbanclj-n¡ ; of tl-rernselves
aniÌ their ::e1¡r'Lions vri[,ì i others; ¿-L ¡,;enr;i'bive unc]erstirncìirr¡1
of tlie reli¡,,ious l,¡elief's (:Lncluclin¡1 Ohris-bian, non-Ullristiau
and non-reliliious l.¡e1ícfs) l¡y rvhiclr peolile live; a
grei,rter tolerarrce .lor tlle llcl-ief's of ot-hers.rr135

1'hose aims, of course reflect rvlraLb tlre¡t ¡rerce:ive ¿rs bhe nature oi r:eli¡.iort

itself . Ilu t tlle S l,e j.nle (lorrrnrit-l,ee spcut verr, lit i.;1e sl.lace clef initr;
rreli¡¿ionr. fncleed, a sin¡1Ie senLence a¡l¡te¡tretl -Ln the nain bor1l¡ ofl 1;he

report -

"Iìeli¡1ion il; a cotn¡tlex ill-Lenol,ien.L ''¡iricl'l ìr¿rs ìleen al
in'be¡ira1 parb of Llte l-ii'e ol' tren tirrou,'Jrou'b recorcled
l-ris Loryrr.l-36

( 1_34 ) ibicl .I l)p.1,6-17: rrliinrs -'.j.rl .I. Ì'o cre¡ite conclitions iu rvlricLi
stuclents ca¡r clevelo[) an unr..lerst;¿rnr,lj-n¡, of tlre relii¡ious rri¡tension
of' lif'e ¿rncl i bs inter¡rret¿¡Llon.
5.4.2. 'llo aSSist stu<.lcnl,s Lo rlevel-o¡r a cìcelrcr uur]erstandin¡, oll

tl'rernselves ¡tnr.ì otl rer¡:.
5.4.3. 'I'o assis'b stttrìcnbs 't o clovcl-olr ;',oocì relations v¡itli otirer

¡:eople ¿rnd ¿r collcern fìor tJ'ie vrorlcl in r'sllicli they live.
5.4.4. To en¿rble st.uclcnLs lo iì.i)l)recii1.be the Jucl¿reo-Ctrris'l-iær

Ìreri'ba¡1e r'.'þicþ ltits; ¡la;'ecì suclt a ¡roi'rcrful role j-n tlLeir"
culture.

!j.4.1¡. To inforrn stucÌcn1 s ¿rbout tl're tife anrl teacirin,gs of Christ,
ancl gror'rtli of tì'ie Lll iurcÌl t;o nodern 'billes.

[-r.4.6. To help lrrovide strrrlcnl,s rvith ¿rn unclerstaucllng of reli,',ious
syrnbols ancl lant'lual :c.

5.4,7. To lrel¡r provi<le sturìcnt,s r,'¡it1'r an unrlct'stancling of be-liefs:,
other than Clrristizrni't-¡r, by vriii-clr 1¡eoìrle Iive.

5.4.[]. To ìrelp stu<lentl: to reco¿inise Llre cl raillen¡e arrcì pr.rcti-ci,rl
consecluences of holriitr;; i-L ¡,ärtJ.cular reli;,;ious belief .rl

(13s) ilelisious EducaLion liyl]-abus , Years onc - -btreLver rfecond Draftt
Iducation Departnren t o:f] i--loutlr /\ustralia, 1:75 ' p.2.

( r-3c, ) S'Leinle IIeport, ¡r.1-4 .
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r,¡ltich vras so v¿ll ',ue a$ Lo l¡e <lu:ltc uus¡rLisl¿rc'Lory. frl írn AÞl)endixt

'bhey addecl a little nìore:

rrÂI'tfrou,.1lt no sinÍ'.}e cìcf inition ol reli¡iion is adecluate -
eiurer the clefini.bions are 't oo l¡ro¡r<l and lience vallue
ancl me¿rnùntiless, or 'L|cy are too napolÚ and hence exclucle
sorne religious phenomena; still reli¡1ion lras to do

basically v¡j.ur cliscernrnent an<.ì cc¡nlmitnlent. iìeIi¡;ions
clainr Lo cliscern the neanin¡1 and ¡rurposc of J-if e; they
also com¡nit their acllrerents 't o action aplrropriate to
this cliscernment (usu¡rfly ttris conunitment involves a

community of believers, ri'bual lor the rener'ral of
vision ancl committnent, and instrulnents for the proclamation
ancl camyin¡1 out of its nressa¡;e). In brief , artd g¡ea'bly
over-simplified, relif-ilon is tha-b insight for v¡hich a
person gives his Iife.rr137

That sort of clef inition still cloes rìo b suff :ice, for t-o describe sonethin¡j

as simply anotþer, albeit a very 'rclis'binctive rva¡r of interpretin¡1
1â()

experienc."rttt' in no lva,y jr.rstifiecl it as a rvorLl rlhile subject for study.

An adequate definition woulcl neerl bo say rnuch rnore tlra¡r rrreli¡¡ion is .. ..

a mode of understanclin¡1"139 tvl ,iclt, of coursc, r'rltile not bein¡3 incorrect,

does no more than assert its oxis1'ence íll'lcl fails to i¡rovide a re?lsonable

case for its ¡rrerit as a ocrious ¿ìrea of enrluir-t''.

In'berestinßIy r the S-beinle flclrort inclurlect a series of state¡irents '¿i-ricli

hacl been ntaclc by a number of ci.iffcren'b reli.,,;ious ¿ìnd education groups

and repolbs: tliey vrere obvioul;ly rneitnt [;o sjror'; 'i;]re clirection of tire

Steinle Conrnitteers clel-il¡eraLions ¿rncl bhcy c.lo jusb that. 'Ihey all insis'ued

on the value of reli¡1ion, anct indcecl , they J;,leaclecl its necessi'by ar.s:1rürt

of a total education -

rr... o.fiyOne wllo Í|rov/s u[r nob seein; ; ancl feelin¡i tl-rat
there is such a 1,hin¡1 í.\s i;enuine reli.rlious l¡elief is,
.bo tha.b extent, undevelol>ecì and incom¡rlete as il hunart

beinÍI.rrl-40

(L37)

(13s)

(L3e)

( 1-40 )

j.bid., Âppenclix C,

ibid., Âppencìix C,

íbid., Âppenciix C,

ibic-l ., Âppendi>l C.

ÞP.4-5.

t, f I

p.fi'

Ì).5.
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il'he Stclnlc Cor¡urrj-LLce cer.'i;ainly li¡'tvc no evLrl<:ncc Lirat- blre.lr lr¡-rd c-vctr

,c{lanced at reirorts or ¡¡r'l"iclcs r,vllicll ¡¡r,r luecl l,l-i¿rL ::eIi¡;ion r'/¿jLs it

tloubtfuf strrcly orblrat i't- r,vcil; unneccst;¿rry ai; lleirb o-í'ar ¡.;enerr-rl cduci-rl.;.i on.

'.|.'hey very firml.y and carefull.y sclectccl tlrcir information for tlre re¡rort
which nreant tha'b the foJ-J-olvin¡; rather onc-side(l lobìries doninated -
i)hillip Phenix, Iì.e¿rlnrs of i,ieaninl,.rtOI Clristian Iìcluc¿rtioLr;ioveine¡r'L;,nd

liritish Council of clrurclresl'42; 'fhe Sociiil- Ìioral-it¡, Uounci tln', u.rc,.

religious ancl cul-'burar.I trrancI oíì the l-lirr,rin¡ ;liarl Conrmunity lÌeIa'i;ions
1A¿.

Committee-' '; 'I'he Churcl-r of' lìrr¡ 1l¿rnd Corunission on iìeligious Ecluc¿rtion

in SchooIs.14{-; Cullecl sections ol tlre ijilens lìel)orL, Crovrther Ilepor.E

(L41_ ) ibicl . ¡ .I\p¡'rs¡¡.li¡ g, 1r.,i. rriìcliriion, therefore, in Phenixr vici'r, is
one of tlic cll¿rracteristic vlilyr; in v¡lricir nran cliscovers neãìnin,, , ancl
therefore is ¿rn a¡tprol.rriute arc¿'L for stuclj¡ ln blre curriculur,r oe
general educa'bion.rl

(L42) ibid. ¡ \),'/. 'tllcl-i¡iion in scì rool-s its cor,r¡rrehensive fjuriiose
to help children ancl .youn¡1 ¡rcople to ¡govr ult into v¡hole ancl
nlature ¡teople, tvitli undcrs'b¿¡ncìin¡¡ of tlremscl-ves, able to rlevelol>
good relations tvii.h other peo¡rle nnd the vrorl-cì arouncl thern, ancl
capable of resDondin¡i to (lo<l.rl

(143) ibid. r Þ.i1. rrl'he airn of reli¡',ious erlucat-ion in a county school is;
to enablc a bo.y or;1ir1'Lo lLave prol)er undcrstanclin¡; o.f v¡hat is
meant by a reliJjious approlLcìr to ]j-fe, ancl for nos'b cl-ril-dren in
-bhis country the cenLre of bÌris undersl;anc'[iníi r'rill be the Christian

approi.Lch.rl

(L44)

(14s)

ibid. r p.'-).rrf 'b shoufd be llnrt o1- ¡tn ccluc¿r-t ion for l-lfe in tliis
country tlrat children cornc to ilno',¡ soncthì-n1 ; of tlre traditional-
religion of tlle land, rrancl.y Clrristianity. There is in ¡leneral- no
conflict of interes'bs a.l" Llris poj.n't for it i¡; no'bev¡orthy tha1- Asiarr
familÍesr vrhilst holdin.rl firmly 'bo tìreir cl'ril-dren slrouLcl also l¡e
fully introcluced to the rllribish riâ)r ef lifcr, inclucìin¡1 its
reli¡1ious aspec bs.rl

ibicl. r PÞ.1-O-l-1. rr't jre ai¡l of rcli,riious cducation shoul-cl. be 'l-o

ex¡llorc tl re illace and si:;rrifi-cancc of reli,;.i.on in human 1i.fe ¿,rrrd so
to ¡nalte ¿i clistincbivc co¡r'[,ribul;-ion to eaclr 1;uirilrs searc]r for tl fai1;l-r
by whiclr to 1íve. t'o ¿rcl ricve [.liil; ¿iim, tl're l,e.:acl'ter ,,rj-11 see]; to
introcluce mosb pulrils bo tlr¿rt bib1ical, historicaf and theoloy-;icar1
linovrle<i¡1e v¡hicll fornrs Llrc co¡,nitive l¡¿rsis oJ' the Ctristi.ur f'aj-tlr...
to shov¡ Ìris irupils L;lre insilrlr'Ls l;rovidecl by Christia¡r fai Lh ¿rnd
experience into a ryj.cle ríurtlc oî personzil , social and etl-iical
problems... 'bo cliscucs \,vitlr li:i.s; ¡rupils 'i,he verious ansr,vers e¿rcl

approaches providecl ìry tlris llaj.tll Lo 'l.iiose b¿rsic questions of ]ífe
and existence rvhich llcr}.,lei: al-l tliou¡,;1t1"ful ¡nen. Vlhere a¡rpropriate
he v¡i11 sbudy other reliÍions ¿rnr.l bel-j.ef s;¡stems. 'lhe 'be¿rclrer is
thus seellin¡i rather Lo 1nj.t;i¿rt,e lris lrn1ri1s j,nto linol,rled¡1e v¡iricÌr he
encoura,,les tirem to cxplore anr,l ap¡rcciarte, tlnn into a sysLeñr of'

(Footnote L45 continuer-l overl-c¿l[).
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'.t.46
í-tn(l Ne\'JBOm lì.CIront rúero Lì.1'.;o cl Loscfi.

The i)roject'lceuiì rniì(-le ¿ì broatler íicarclr l.ru[ ',¡¿"u s'tiiII unable to fincl a

suitable clefini'Lion of reli¡iion.

'rAttempts at definin¡1 it are alr'rc¡ys unsatisfactory.
One clc:finition thert has l¡een off'erecl is tbelief in
a suprerne lìein¡1 or ile in;¡s;r , i¡ut'b tl-r¿rt excl-urles
'I'lreravacla ììucldlri-.'¡nl r,¡ltic:lt is non-tl reistic and it
v¡ould clearly be ridiculous l"o s;t-Ly that 'bhis form
of lluciclllisnr is not íì reliiiio¡t. l,r¡otlter cìe.[initiorl
tlia'L lras been triecl is rco¡nllitntent to a set of
belief's l-ry wlriclr one lives íìnd for l'rllicli one is
prep¿retl to tnake ,'lre¿rt s¿tcrificesr l-lut Ì-lli¡; woulrl
include l.iarxis;nl ¿lncl no ì,ar;'lis't v¡oul-cì v;¿rnt l'ris beli'efs
ancì life-s'byle dcscribcrl irs reli¡iious. Yet a thircl
definition - rtì iat v¡lriclr .i_s our r.leeller;t coilcernr or
r'bì rat v¡hiclt we value lrostr - emì.'r¿tces iLì ;soIutely
everyone, incluctinil tlìc ¡rtliiest. Jt tiral:es religion
synonyrnous rvith bein¡i lluntan, ancl nlthou; lr it can be

very useful l¡ithin el reli;',iou ior tlescribin¿ vrLrat

a reIi,.lious perspective on Ii.le involves, it fails
as ä Íteneral clefitrition of' relitíion bec¿ruse it
evaauíÌtes the r,uorcl o.f" an;,' i.ìisLinc t,j-ve r,le¿rnin¡';.tt1-47

llhat qrrotation c¿lntejlroln.lean ìlolr LS t¡iio conclu<let.t tlr¡¡.t, lrhile definin;]

religion vratì irnÌ)ossibIc, it vrits oiivious l;o cveryone -

trÂlthou¡';h a. s¡¡'UisÍ'acLor¡r rteí'j-rri1'ion of relií'.ion j-4[]
elucìes us we cälì rccoiinis;e it ¿rnd r're can stuciy it'r'- ''-

Slie then proceerlecl , ',vi.th ratllcr rrrir;¡rlaccrl conf ic{ence , to cìeal rvi'tll r'¡lia-b

religion can clo, i¿qnorin¡,, the irilporLaurL tlui.rliÍ'ic¿t-Lions tll¡rt j-t rr.either

uecessarily nor exclufìively cioes (,1t;.¡1rirì. S]re cl-airrec.l tir¿¡t

(t45 continuerl) belief r.vlricl r lre recluires't hetn to arccept. 1fo lrress for
acceptance of cr ¡rlrti.cular f'ai'Llr or belief systenr is tlle duty
anci privile¡.¡e of the Churclres; arncl other sir¡ilrrr religious ,l¡oc1ies.

It is certainly not tlrc tir¡;ìl of a te¿rclrer in a county sci-rool. Ii
g1e teacher is to ¡rress for crny conversionr'it is conversion from
¿r shallol and unreflectivc ¡r'b't,itudc bo life. If he is to ¡;ress
for colnlrritment, it is corrìtrìj.trnerìt 'bo tlre re1i,.-lious quest, to that
se¿r1.ch for mecrnin¡, I)ut.irose ¿inrl v¿rlue',vlrich is oi.len to all lìlen.'l

(1,46) il¡id. r Ir.6, Íjpens l).eìrorl"

(L47')

( l-4s )

Iìellort, 10(j3.

IteIi¡Ìious lldrrcation SylllbuLi' ¡;.

O::'or,v'Llrer lìeirort , 1!59; lJei'¡so¡irt I-/\r('t

ibid. , ¡i. fJ.

(i
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tr,/\ reli.,,,:ion ¡rrovi.<lcr; a collcrcnl; i itLorl>r'c L¡lt-lotl o l' llr<-.

v¡l rolc oJ' lrtrtrrírn l. j. l.'c ¡rnrl rl:l¡ret'icnr:c:, lrnrl j 1, ill¡;o itlvc¡l-v<;(;
íì vríti/ of'li.f.'c l;lr¡.rL il; lr¿tl-lcrl o¡l't-lIiIl-,in[;er'1'l'clittioll.
lìel.ili.¡ onß í'llt,iJ ,cti i; írní j\e()rÍ; l,o tl rc uI L j.lru.l [;c rlucs Lions
tvlr.Lcì : r,rarl ¿rsli,s irl-¡c¡rr t, !r.i,r; r:xil: [,ellcc. l]1. [,:i-tii¿r Lc (lucs'Liol-ls

are Ll re Ì'iud o[' quesi,iotts Lo ','¡ìriclr tlrcrc Lì.re no tief irrj-tive
¿ìnstvert:i in Llre lrurrr¿lll s<;iences r (lucs Llons 1ii:e r',ilro ¡r¡,r I? I

tllll¡rt is rr¿rn'?t rlii ro is r:¡r nei;.lltbour'Ìr tfs 'Lìterc all:)r I'leanin''a
in 1-i. le'?' rIs clcertil tìrc cnrl?r rllo,.,cìo 1 co¡re 't-o .Lerlns tii't,i:
ev.i.l- ¡.Lncl l;u.['1-erin] l'?t /'.ì-1 l;l rel.je (iue[i't iorls ¡ire ¿r-boul-

rnei,Lni-u¡,,. I'he.y ¿rrc cotrcerltetl vri l,l r 'Ll re Ììrciìllinr ; of trtanr s

e;<is'l,e¡ce, lris reIät-iorìrlir-i.f '.vi Ll r oLllers, 1ti-r; relltiot-rsì ri1,
r,¡itlI t,l re n¿r't uri-Ll t;or-lrl.tt11".t

'.t'hc ¡,roìrlerrt ofl r.iellinition rlc:scrvcs; cor:lrcnt. Ït i¡.; l)recisel-y tlie 1ol-iLiccLI

rulture of reIì.r;ion v¡lriclt lras ¡:rarclc i t- co t.lÌ lll.i,cul-.i: to rlef ine. It h¿rc

l)urì)oses for clj-L'fercnl-,.irou1rl; - iL coulri l-ie ¡r J-orr: of'sal-va.'bion, il i;torill

1';uicler ¿ìn ecccnt;ric e;<1-'lirnltti.ou of 1-r re \rorl<lr LÌ Ì)clrvertecì p1o.L, ai

t:c¿lctionary J'orce e't,c. . liec¿Lul;e j t ir¿rs ¡rf'.1¿r.y'1; ltec¡t used lloliticall¡''
(often unconsci,ousl¡r) it c¿,nnob lrc r.lcl'i.tretl in lrn¡'one \raJ¡ i'rllicl t t¡oulcl i¡e

,';r.eetecl r,¡iti r rrniver[;a]- trl ,¡roval . Ílucìr concelr'l-s ¡tl; clettLocracy, revolution,

l)eLtce or terrorj,l;¡ lrave lteen rro cLLsicr Lo rlc:.['inc; ';iicy are al]- trords

r';ll:i.clt havc l-.,ecn usccl t;o .iusti.L'y or l)rovolle certai.n ¡rctions or resi)orlses

irncl tlteir rileiurì.u'1s v¿ìry \/itlr i;lrc 1)art:¡ culÉlr irlberel;'i; oÍ'tlre resì)ective

,,,;l1oul) v¡ltj.cl r lt¿,i,.i Ìreen cl-til¿tj 1er-l in'blre rlefcncc or artt,¡rcì: of tlie ac't ions.

iicli,iiÍon ou 1h'1, to lre ¡Lcllnor¡lr:r,l¡ ;erL lrs; lravj.n, 'Lirarl.; inl,ortLt quality

l.reci,ruse only l;l rcn i,c()t,l-c rrl ro r¡sc L1; ancl rc í'cr 1;o i t-, c¿tn be clearl-J'

reen ¿rs actirr¡; ¡ro1i.L;i.caIJ-y. /rntì il -i.t is bo ire b;ru;ìrt ¿Ìs a scllool s;uìrjec'l:

'L;lten'[,]r¿rt i-rs;¡rec't- ou,,ilrt to lrc bìre lr¡rsj,s ol [;Ìrc strrri¡¡. 'fìtere is a cìärt;,er

1;1 r;rL, err'.er¡1in,,,, {'ro¡n L;l re rlj.l;crrssic¡n oi'1-l rc crh-tc¿rtiortiÌf valuc of reIi,;ion,
itr s ntajor clr¡.Lr"ac Leristic v¡i11 Lie los L;. 'f'ì re cor¡tl;rot¡ise '.lJ'l-labus t

v¡Lrich'l,encls to rlc:velol) al.l roÍj'L inevj.l;¿rbL.y uÌren ¿l course suciì ¿ìs rel-i;',ion

i.L t 'bcrn1;ts to s;ilLis.fy alI i ts <1el:ì.n:i Lions , is <¡uil,c oi.'i:cn ¿rr-Licul¿r'i;ecì as

a conl;Ietel¡¡ i.urroral , at>ol-i'Uic¿rl cur.r.iculurn. Äs i'. r'eaction to cìtar:;es

o['ì¡ias anti indoctrinabion, it tcnrls't o retrc¿rt to lt ltosition v¡]tici-l is

l;ìien aclverl-ioer.1 íts beil'Ui .f air , evoìr, ririclcllc-oL'- tlic-ro¿id, inoffert'';ive,

o'l.jective irn<1 , tllerel'ore, of irlrsolul;c educationiif .inl,e¡¡it¡r. l.'lr¿rt i¡:

a.n impossible ¡roL;ition to lrol-rt rcirl-il;ticirlly. I1; .is ¿.r clishonest st;tnc1

¿rncl shoulcì llc exl.ros;cd ¿r.s s.;rrclr. I l- il; ¿r r;lrrelrd rcacl-ion to bhe cril-icisl I

I cve11er.1 a b t,ìrc rol-tl I jur;'bi f'i-ca bic-¡ri¡; llor^ rclil,iotu; s';'l,r-rdy t/hich l'/ere
'! ,1¿r'Lantly political- and, tircreI'ore, l;irn¡;1c bo ¡rt;¿rc]:. A l-ess cio,;nti-.tict

(.1-¿g ) ibid. , p. Cì
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l-cr,:r; ovcrbf.y i,íii.L;il;lrrr í,r[)],roaclì Lo rcl.i-,r ,j-on e>lern¡rtl; j- Licl-[' ['ror¡r [.lrc ro]-rjl

criticis;rrrr; lty vir.tuc of' j- Ls c¿rr rou t.'1¡u.;c. ''ìr.i.Ic 'l-lie 1;olitic¿i]- vrisr-io¡¡

ol srrclr ¿ì si;rrncl if rr¡'lrlcniai-rIc, it, is nol- ¡i.ì¿ì'l-is1'.rci;ory rrre'ì;liocr oÍ'
I

i.voidj.rr¡, inl-dflcctuaL atl-¡tclr¡;. .lrr l,iia-L; r.;cnsc, it is; u¿rive to su,:1;;es;'l-

i;ìi¡lt rel-i,'liorrs r:cluclrl-ior-r i'.; llunclru,icrL'L;i-ill¡' r.liÍ'fcr-cn b irot:r reli,,ious
i¡rsLruction - tl rourilì iL j-I Lruclr ¡Lorc llol¡l rj.stic¡i'Lccl . lìc1i,1ious i¡rsbruc'Lion

rvas ilrl-enr-ìed Lo socialiric cltil-clron -Lu íÌ nlrcc j Í'ic irir¡l so t1 rej. rtere

t' incor1lo1.¿r Ler.l irr l,o r-r ir;.rl i.icu1¿¡.r rcJ-Ì¡ ;i,orrl; i,tul)-socie t )r.
'1'l rÌ-r-; r,iü.y or rrra/ no1; lr¿rvc lreetr srrcccí,jsful-..rr:LfiO

lllr¿rt i¡ottl-<l see¡r ¡r corrccl; oi¡L;cr.viLt;j.on iruL',rl !en CroLt.lr, il lec.t urer in
licli.l,¡ious ljtrrrlics ¿tt Salisl;uuy Col:l-cr,c f'or /irlv¿Lnccc.l ilrluc¡ltion, seeíi

tl lr: intcn'bion of. rel-i;,,iorr¡; r-'rllciLLion ;rs lrcì n I to cncoura,q,,e chilclren i-o

I't 1rlr;l; tlre ¡rrul t;j.¡r1 .ici t), ol' l;ulr-E;<.rcictit:l: Llr¿rt iri'Lerlocl<
trntl m¡,ilçe i't (i.e. t,l rc vi ro.Lc riocicb:f ) rrl'... 'bo errìer'1{e
froril r-;chool ¿Ìl//í-ire ofl r;cl[' ¿Lnr-l oLl iers, tolernnt of rniln¡'
vic\'/s ¿urr.l free j.n blre ¡;ur:r;ulu-ìcc of' liic ot;nrr.1.51

hc seer,ls on r¡uclr slr¡,rliier,,,;rounr.l . ile,,voulr,l'L,e ri,lrL; il i.b v¡erc tìre c¿rse

l-jl¡,rt ¿r.fl v¡orld-vie,,/,rs r,Jcre [jcr,iollrily ítrì(.[ corìll)]rclrc¡ljivel¡,'¡lresentcci i-.r;

itar-b of tl-re Lot¿rl relilliousr crluc¿iLion courl;e. liot.'<:vcr, it is cr:ri)iT'ic¿ìIl-J/

true 't h¿rt Clrís'Li¿'.ni t;y aurì i't;s 1r;Lr bir:ul,¿.Lr rclit jiour'j rlo-bions ¡.je'ü

i)ref'erential [,r ednrent r"vl ric;lr, i-n e-'L'f'ec't , airrounts 'l-r> iLiririnlr bo lrrocluce
j.n chilclren a ÍJiÍr1)ablletic r.lis¡rosi l;ion i,o',iiLrtLs tire Ll:sic 0lrristian l;t¿rt'tiia.rr,,s.

'I'hcr-b intcntion :Ls not, i n ecr;ct-tcc , ulìl j.Ì'.c blr¡it o,i reli;;ious ins uruc'i;ion:
'bLre r:ra.'ior r-li.['f']crence befrrj,,, blrilL i-l.lr;te¡..t.1 oi- one lrluticular <leno¡;ir-l¿'.ti.o¡ra1

ittter'¡rre'b¿rLior-r lrci.n¡; olfcrc(1, lr lrr.olrrlcl", norl-sec L;rriün v.ie','r cr.rer'';e'-s

rvlti ch i.s lrlore cr.lucirbion¡rll.y r,;o)rlli l; bic;r1;r:<ì i.Lurl , I l;r.rs1.rect, norc cLÌl- itural--lJi

convi-rrcinl',.

1'lrat dilferellce lr¡rd becn l:ccnI.y nc¡ Lcrl Ly tl:e ClÌiris l- j.¿rn ol'iurcl'res¡ rviro,

''¡orriec-l lr.y lr,lecli.rrin,r,; ¿rt;[.rtnrì¿urcc ¿tnLl ii,lcne:r.a1 r<,.jection of tire

institutionirJ- ilr;1rec Ll; ol rcIil ;ion ( i . e. its r j-tu;r1, creecl ¡rrrd theolo.'ä ) ,

',vcrc rìis1t1i¡yir-r; i ¡-rn ast;Lut-r: scnsc ()l' ..ju(l'-,c-.r,reni. r¡llen l;iiey cicciriecl to i,rovc

trt'lay :ffrotii 'bJro r];j.lr-l-e-lr¿rsllj-n,,,,r, rlocbr.jn¿rj-re Ì'rctlìc)(-Ì o.l l)re.jcìlir-r.,,. Ii
cìrj-lilren coul-i,l be l-iru:lì rt'Li :¡r{- rcli'lion j.n'.lcncr.eLl , \,Ias, iirs'b1y, a

(.1-50) crot'by Jì., rÍJoci-et;/,
a cabliolic journal ol

reli¡ iic¡us ccluc¿r'l-ionr , l)i¿il-o,.ue:
Vol .10, ilo . i2 , Au¡ lust , 197C r ;)l) . Ir.-l i .

lcli¡ ion ¡urcl

(1-51) j-l-rj-d., 1;.-1.3.

ecluca'[,ion
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i:,r ì..rorl(l-\,ri11c pì renorrìcna, rrn<ì th.rl- ¡rll- couuLr.i.es Ì',rrd t;l lcir ol,'n his'bor-i-cally-

r:c:ì-;ì1;e(l Ì'ol:i. ,,-lo¡r;, t;ì rcn t,l rc l,:llc<-'r' rl.lvorl;:i-t;¡;,' o.l.' r"clil;-Lot-lÍ t;rac't j-cc ¡¿rrì

rcl-ilij.ou¡; Ll :ollj,lìl- cou.J-cl r'¡otl'. l;ov;rrrlr; rcl:Lor.Ltt', Li rc c:rcdibi.l-it,.l' litttl

-i.n'Le;ir..il.;¡ vrl lj.clr tlrr-' Aurl;l;r'lL-l:i.lur clìLlrolrcÍ; l:¡tr.i liceitcrl Lo l-le Io.';il'r,. '':,

l.rcinfl oiferer.l ¡rt-i j.r:rtncnscl¡,r ',ri,.,,' t:'¿rlllic ol' r'cIi¡,-i,ouíi c,':i)eriences, l;iie

1; buc'[en-t, r'roulC bc encouraricrl lllr tìre non-coi¡] rul-s;ot'l/ irl- l;erna't;ivcs ancl

ir¡¡;resr.;ecl lty l-1lc clo:;e con¡lec Lions beti'¡eeu ír .p€:riioll I s reli;;ion, tl ,eir

social tnoreÍl ¿-rncl tl reir lris t-ory. I.o,';.i call;' , bì La1- r¡oul-cl <lo no i'i¡rrr;l 'bo

the Clristi¿in t,r¿rcli-Lion irt Âlrstr¿rl-i¿r.

Â1¡rn l,linnes lrlì.s scouted aroun(ì tìtat is;sue, arlait''cin¡, tÌre stron¿;

influence r,¡Ìricl-r reli¡iion can ìt¿.tvc on í,ì soc.lcLji, Lru'1., dcnyinll'Llrat ¿'. course

on reliÍ1ion r,,rou-l.r.l l>e ¿rirnecl a. l, cncoulir¡;i-nl ,;r !jjlJilì)¡rl,l retic i:.nd llositive
¿r b l-itr.rclc tovarrr.ll; our CI¡.:j-:.; Liun c:ul- Lurral lrcri. l-¿t, le.lll''íl iie \/as, iu Í-arct,

sj.r,rply beirr¡, r.levious l¡¡rc¡:ru:.;c lrc 1¡iL('r í1r-lotcrl lror l -blrc tteiror.l- of 't ire

(.lornririttee on lÌeIi ior-rs; IÌ<.lucc.1;ion j.n Vjc'Lor'-i-¡t rv] iÍcl L irrlclly st¿ited tì¡ai:

"lteli'.ious Ecluc¿t't ion crln t!cvcl-ol) i-l:l stutlent s the
c[-Ujacj-by to un(]er,'ìt.aut-l anr.Ì ílrjscsí.j reIii,.i-on í-ì.s a na¿ior
¿rncl corlLj.lruj.nfi j.u.flucnce itl llunan socic[yr 'ìs ¿l utlirrue
clintertsion of ex¡rerj.ence ¡¡.t'tll rììcanj-llg, unc-ì ¿l:i ¡l' sollrce ol
valLrcni in 't-lleir ottn cluesL i'or a plì-i-lo!ioÌ,1)y of 1iie.ttl-52

/rclri¿rn S. Ilrorr'n, er I)rojec L 'l'clyrr coll-co.,,,uc of' llinrtes, ìiats beetl rlore

rlirec'1,. ilc vrro bc tl r¡r l:

rrOne lunc1,j.on ol cc-tttcltt;ion ic to ¡raint:i.r.Ln, trarnsforn,
aul ,,rìret'It and tr¿rn$rìr-ì. l, cultLlrc 1-rolrì l;ellcr¿-l'Lion to
fieneraLion. Ib is a l)rocesr; of social- irl.LcJration into
¿r Iivin,,i cul'burc. t"or'.IÌie incìiviclual-, iL is also ailnccl
¿rt 'blrc Í:rot'rtl t ¿rnrì rìevelo¡;lncnL, of' íi t)erson. In tlris
conteiit, reli¡;ioUS Cdì-tcíì l-ion citrt Scrve ¿r uSc]lgl- l)UrpOSo. rr1Li4

Ilrd<-'ecl , lirovrn vrent on 't o st;¡i.Le e;:acl-1.y lrotv reJ-i¡lious education coul-cì

scrve as ¿r metlrocì of sociarl conUr"ol, ol' cultural llp¡rreciaLion iurd,

tlierefore, ofì (.:Ìristinn ttnr:,[crstanr,lrn;1:

(152) t'linnes, oli.cib., ¡:.'/r'rlìcl:i.r,,j-ous 1:lc.luc¿rtion is not ern a'b-tet;r¡rt to...
pass on l;ìle 'l-r¿Lcl-ition of ot¡r cul- Lure.rr ilrol t '.'¡"1i,r,ious Lcluca'ùion -
\'lìrat a¡¡r.l Ulr.yr .

(1rt3)

(r-!j4)

ll-¡icl .¡ \t.7.

ììrot^tn, .fì(bi¿rn Íi. , rlìcIi ',ioul-; t'ìtcttol,rctl¿i rurrl irci;'Ll r f ssues I ,
¡ op.c:Lb., ¡r.1J-.Í:jouuclil-i: ls

1-lì
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rríjclc.i iil in'Lc¡ir¡r Lion inl-o a livirr;; cul Lurc ¡rrrrì Lì ic
¡,¡ottLli a.ncl (:levelol)rncnt ol' tire itrtij-virlu¡.rl i)crson can
only be rcaLiscrì i[ [.ìl<: nccer;rjri].-y ì)rcl;¿lrirtion L¿rlles

¡r.Lacc. 'i'lre nocorilliir..y l)rel )ar'í.ìt,ion ¡;lroulrL ittclut.lc ¿rn

unclcr'¡.; L;rrrtrlinrl of ' 'l-l ¡o$c.: ['¡rcctr; o1' r;ocic l,',, tr' Lcli ¡.re
contr j.ì¡u l-orl;, botl I iril; Lori.cirll¡r ¡ilì(l curyen [,Iy, to
'bhe contcnlì)orar)' cìí'f)reljsiorr of' ti r¿r-t livinr i culture.
Iìel-i,;ious t:cluc¡r.b-i-orr j-rr Í..iou bh /,us'Lr-¡-rli¿-,. :;cel:s to
contribute 'l"o l-lre lo.yin,. ofl 1,he tr)roi)er J-ounclatiol-rs
in tr'¡o wlys. Init;iall¡,, in ye;rs r¡ne to si;< 'hhe

slyl.labulj tr)liìces íur crnpl lo.$is o¡r scl-[' av¿u:eness.
Self atvarcness is r-r 1;rc1r¡¡r.abion for chilciren 'bo

1i¡;1;cn to o'bl'rer ¡roj.n'br; ol vicr'r; vier'rs ¡rìrou-b life
i,¡hiclr rnc{y' or nra.y not ìre f'altr-ilj-¿Lr. I1 t}re acceÌ)tance
of soc lal diversit.y iurcl t;o1er¡Lnce oi ¿Lno'blrcrrs point
of vict'¡ j.s.i 'bo l)ccorirc reíìlj.Ly, 'biren a clrilcl rnust be
prel)ared f:or it. t/e í'ì.Irc¿t(lJ/ Livc in a ¡rlurcilistic
societ.y and ad.jusl;nrcrrLl; .bo livinl ; il't tl t¡. l.; society
c;tl1. for. or-¡clt ¿rccel,l-¿uìcc íirì(l Lolerancc. 'i'ìrc

tr)rc[jence of worlcl vicv¡L; rc(lr-tires t,irat tirey i:e
ilcccl.)tccl for r,¡li¡,tt l-ìrey r:.r.c ¡,nri lro-L ¿1s oÌìers; cultural-
b;tclc¡,¡ound rni¡1lr'L; presuÌ)ì)occ or ir ìa.rline ib to be. Âs
'bhe clrilrlren Ífrc inLrortucecl to s;ucl r Ì)lrenorìrenlr as
archi Lecture , s Lories ¿Llr(l 'bra([it.Lons;, iLrts; ¿ruti rvritiir,';s r

it is lropecl tll¡rt tliesc r'ril-1 be secn no L so r,iuch as
unnaturaL, f'ore i11n or unre¿rl , but ratlrcr irs cxperiences
of 1;i'.e r,,/¿lys in r¡lriclr l)eoJ)l-c scell to Lulr;1/erbhe cluestion
of ri/lio arn J?r !/ì rcrl; r,ray onoe lr¿¡.ve secl,recl r-;tran¡1e inay
stj.11 ¿rpl)eal.. unut;u¡rl ì¡ui; i'b il; no l-onlrer considered
riclicrrlous. 'I'lre accclll-¡rnce ol cull;ur¿rl r.ìiversity cau
l-rrcal', tìov,rn ¡rre.iurli-ce ¿-ìn(l ir,tl)r.ove conìlr.rLuìi ca'bion
beLtreen 1rco1r1cl; of.ou¡ l;ocj-e'cy i,ls r¡c1l ¿rl i.ri.l-l 1 ¡reopler;
o.f o'Ll tr:r societies.

Ye¿rrs ñevcu L;o tr,¡clvc l,,rrilci on tlLe jlounil¿ibions f¿r.iii iir
bì re e¡LrIj.eÌ. ye¿ì.rrj. ,'\L i;l rir; si;nr ,;c bhe r;[;rrrìenbs lrre
cirltitb-lc of J-oolli¡1 , at'l..ìrc i)ìrenor,ìcn¿r'Uhrorr,,ì L e5'ss v¡iticli
r:ri:,lrl- ile corrsirlerecl lcl;l; 1,r'e jrrtIice¡.1 tir¿.n o L] len'¡ise rri-,',Lr';
h¿rvc lreen Ll re clìse . A ir bl iese Le.¡<ri-r; .Lircre is ¡,lore Cirec 'u

e)i¿-urìina-Lion of Llr<: ¡;ltcrrc,lronír. 'J'ile s'Ludc,.nts al-so ex¿Ìì ì.lnc
tlte irrrprrc L r'rh j.clt titcr;<: 1)Ì'ìcnorirerì¿.Ì lti-1,;lÌ1; lra.ve in cjecicìin .

'uìrc soci¿r1 ¡rucl etlrical Lrncìcrstí-rtlciiní;s oi bire fol-lovers
of v¿rrious rvorl-rìr ofl nrciLnj-n: ,. 'rl-l-llr

'r'he relj-11ious ccluc¡rLion s.,/1J-¡r'our,;, ar; out-Iir-rcci 1¡l bìre Projcct Tc:urs ljeconrl

l-rr¿rÍ't Ì.,oolllcL ¿tn<ì ¿rs rlet¿lilc<l :Lrr i:l rc li'e¿rclrerl Ilanc.llrool:, iìunrr.in¡; tire.,aze
fc¡Llotvs 'bhe erll¡ lro¿ìclt nìcn'Lionerl ¿rl¡ove b.y ljrorrn. ll'jrc aill clearly has

i¡een tlra'l- i¡r blrr, earl.y ye¿,rrs a.[, ]'ririi¿rry l;cÌtoo1, ì-,¡¡ rrsinij concrete, e;:i;1ici.i:

c;rrLurples , it sJ'ioul-cl 1;e sllov/n t lrirt; ¡¡ros'1 1;colrÌc cre reli¡,ious. L'Ìia'L i,.;

nclij.ever,l ì:y usin;t sucll a l¡ro¿rrl inrlic¡r1;or tl lL'[, ¡.,eo1;1c ,.rìio celebr.Ì.be

L:hri.stmeis or l-ovc eaclr oLl rer or irre l/¿ìrL c-¡:f'¿r lrar¡.,1,,'iìarri1..,r íìre irûI)licatcrì
as bein¡¡

(:t-f,ft) ibi(1. r ÞP. L1.-1,? .
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.jusL as ref iilious ¿rii l,l lol;o vrlro ltolicve tl l¿r'L (lo(l c):,Lrttr; or ','rho attentì

clturclr. lly j.nf'cp.j.n,'r 'Llr¿t1. rcli,,iion :il; coltc:cr¡ret-l tri l,lr ¿rll rlct¡r-'t o-11¡¡¡.1r

1;Ïrjn¡,;s iìs rrcll- irr;rrlcpLlrrl;ì rinl ,1.i, an.;,rclj.,'',.i.on, lltrl cÍjjrec,i-¿tl-l.y Ul ri--i,l;'Lii-rni'ì;¡,'

irr Austrarlíer, iL; ¡iive¡ síuìction ¿ìri ¿rn i:Ll)l)roj rriittc ¿ru<lr irtr-lcetìr f;t'cf'eretl¡-l.c

1i.l'e-s lyle . Onl.y af't cr tir¿i t irr:iorrrra L j.on ¿rliri irrtltression Ìras been 'bi:e.tts-

nritbecl i¡.rc tì re critical- t¡ues;'bions ¿rsllcd. tIs Llrcre a Clocl?r or rÏs

Cl-rristi¿rnit¡' ¡1oor.l?t eL;c. ¿rre r:ìc:e¡ucd Lo l-re trlrlirol,riatc cluestions onl;;, for
older, seconda.ry stu<Ìents; rvlro h¿rve ¡rlrendy been encoura¡jed to clevelop a

posi'bive tendcncy tor,yard relil,:ion.

lJlaiitie, one clf 'blle a.cadcnric cvíìIua'Lors of thc courflc, ¿r.:xeed tl-rat i;he

intention v¡as; clearly to ¡irorlucc a symptrthy forChrisl;ianity altlrou¡.,ì:

ire :[elt t]ra'L tlre opposibe rnay v¡cll occur.

rrI sus¡>ect tl iat beìrj-nd tl rc uL¿r'ber.l Í,eneral ail,r for
'blle course i,'; Llrc in1>Iication Llr¿;. 1 if a rvell- infornrecì.¡
r¡rabure ancl uncli:;tortecl vier,¡ o.| reli.lion, |articulcrrly
Clr.Ls'Lianity, is 1rt'cscn'Lcrl , bl re s'i;ur,ienbs t:ray be attracteci
to ¿r reli¡1ious vier,¡ o:f' Iif'e. The clr¿rnces are that if
-Llrere is any clranÍlc i::l str-ttlcn'l"sr Ìrelie.is ancì viev'rs, i'b
rnay be dif'feren[, f::o¡n L;irat c]cr;irecl by aIl 1-he reli3ious
inLercslÊ in the conr,runity.'r1!;Li

Crittenden no.berl tlte sannc intentj-on oi- the coursc br.t L ap;tarenbly slr.\r¡ no

l.rossibility of ir baclc-Iaslt ì,'rltcn lìe conrììcnteal blra'b rel-i¡1ion becarne, a1;

least by impJ-ica.tion if no'L by dct-in:l'bion, lini :ecl vi'bh moraliby, cul't ure,

¡,,oodness, Iille itself : lìe concluclcrl ,

rr¡1iven their very broar.l itlberpretation of reli¡ion,
it j.s perha¡ls one of their exlrlicit objective5.rr157

'I'l.rere coul<i be ¡ro rìenyin.i1 bhat b¡¡ inclu<lin¡r

'rphys j.cal , emo l,io¡r¿rl antl s;oci¿i.l nraÌ :e-u¡l . . . s1:orbs,
hol¡bies... foocl , clìores, íilùrìcg, storics... liorne,
c1¿Lss r clull , comrnutri Ly i-rrrrì s;clloolrrl-5Û

¿rs 1eí,:iLimate reli,,{ious issucs, tìre inrpression L;h¿¡.t reli¡¡ion ','ras an

essential ancl arll-J)ervasive íl[jlrecl; of hu¡n¿rn c]<is'l-cnce r'¡ould be portrayed:

tìrat, of coursc, is tlie ir,r¡rression only o1- beLievers a¡rcl , as such, is quite

unsyrnpa'bhe bic touarcj tnon-believers | .

(f sO) Iìvaluation Iìeporb Ir.l-02.

(rsZ) ibi(I., ¡r.1-04.

(1ttO) Iìelitious tlduc¿rtion Syl-Iabu¡.; it.L7 .
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Ihe subject nlatter topics for j)e1-rtlr Issues ilt Years f'our - six ap¡icrlr to
be ¡tarl, of the liarire Ì)lan anrl are so broc\('ì íì$ to l-:,e ¿rllnost absur<.ì.

I,'or exatn¡rle:

rr6. lì,esponsibilitics - 'l'o lielp chiIcfu:en r.eco¡1nise vrhat
responsibil-ities ¿rre.

7. Pltysical environnent - To enable child¡en to be aware of

1,)

Lhe social inf'lue'ce of their- ¡:l-rysical
e nvironment. ¡\

üul-.bural- diversity - To crea'bc in cirildren an at/areness
oî cul-tural ctiversi'by.

Ílocial influcnccs - 1'o help children understand more
¿rbout blre in'beraction of peoJlle.

Conrnrunication - To cìrory clrilclren 'Llle necessity of effective
cornmulli cation.

llocial ¿r't"ti'budcs arntl <1uaIii:ies - To ¡rrovide o¡rportuni-bies
Jlor clrildre¡r to clarify their values and
unclcrs'i;anrlini; of various socj-¿rl atbituc'les

Iriencls and r.cl¿ttio¡rs - 1]o in<lic¿rte to chilclren .bhe iurpo¡tance
o1. blreir rel¿ltion¡;hips vrith various 1'leop1e
i:tntl ¡,¡oups.

Acceptarnce ¿rncl rcjcction - To Jtelp children exanine cr.itically
belrrrviours resul'bin¡ ; in acceptance and
rejection. ¡

Cornpeti'Lion ¿l.nd co-o¡reration - '1'o en¡rl¡le children to cont¡tare
'LÌrc result¿int bel'L¿rviours fron conrpeti'tion
an<ì co-o1rer¿LLion. rr l.li9

1A

8.

9.

10.

11.

'I4.

'l'o treat those lru¡,;e to¡lics on the lcvcl ol rrcner¿LIj-ty i'rl.rich r,¡oulcì occur ¿i'c

.ye¿ìrs four - si:< r'¡ouLrl be to dcn¡r'Lircilî very ccriour;itess. On1¡r if ü-ley

','/ere refinecl j-n'L;o rrana¡leable aucl ler;s ¿uiil¡itious sub-topics coul-rì ',;i'iey be
-b¿rclilecl useftrlly. I susl.-ec L Llt;rt, in fac'b, tl re j_r very bre;_'rcll-ìr ensures -l,li¿¡-i:

1;ìrey are siftccl .lor siutplici [.¡, onrì, sincc tÌtcy are i;i:Lnl, of e reli¡iious
course, the intention rvoul-r.ì be LirirL in 'l,he irrocess c-¡f siftin¡l , -1l-iey t¡ouliÌ
t¡e itaLndlecì i-tl-; 1;ureIy rcli:liotrs cluel;1;ions. tlurite clearrly, those are¿is ojl
Lhe human es!-;(jnce do not nccessurily re,iuire, ¿rnti r'¡oul-d not necessaril¡.
benefit frorn bein¡1 treatcrì ar;, rcì-i;';ious analysis. Incleed, 'Lire ¿.,¡1¡ ,Gr

exis'Ls -blrat suclr cliscttss:ion coulrì <1cl1enercr.Le inl.;o flirrsy, s¡riritrr¿rl uiatribe
r;íveilbhe br:i.cf 'l,irne ¿rlLoc¿.r'bccì f'or consiclera'Lior¡ of tlrosc 1,oìtics.

On the otlrer hru-rcì, tlre to¡ics coul-il uslrülly be be'Ltcr liancllecl in sorle o'bher

r'ra.y since it vroulcl l.¡e harcl to sus''cain a jrrstificaLionrexce¡-,t in tire ltos'l-

eso'Leric or ecccntric rnanner, LhcL.t- tllc refitiious ¿rsi;ecr' of a.II issues
rlent,ionecl v,¡¿rs vital- or even, j-n rnany' cil,scs, si:jnil'icant.

(1ijo) ibid. r t)Þ.10-19.
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I'u1;, [;lre j.nr:j.rt;r:nce t.,.y the crrrr'ic)rrILr,r í.ul-;i ,o]:'it Lir¿t[, l;rrcll <,'ducat,j-<>tr boi:lçg

l:c Lrcll;ccl irl; l.c:-L:i., ,,ioul-; l;l ¡c:r rcr; j l; ilt,licrr [;.i.r.¡<¡ o f' l;lir: rìr:'l,ernr j nccl ¡,urri

i,crf;jl;[,c¡11; ¡r¡¡¡]¡n{)r. j.n r'¡llj.r:lr l;ì rc r;r.<.rt-;1,''.orri s[.ri f'or lr:]-j, .Lour.; critrc¿r.L;:i.c¡tr

rrttrí;uerl [,lre i.r c,ruÍi(.r. it'l tr:y I'riLt] i.l,:t-.n l,l rc rlci,r .i,l;r.: oí' rr:.1-i. ',:i-ou¡; :i.¡rs.t l:rrc l-.i-o¡r

chtr'itt,r1 'Lhc f il.'Lies ¿urrl r,;i;ltj-csi rLnri l;l rey lrcco',1'lise(l l"Ìiat onl¡, ì¡j, i.rro¡.Lrlenin,i

bheir conce¡rts of' reli¡1iotu; l,caclrj-n, ,,¡oulrl tirey bc ¡r1¡l-e 'bo cope '.ritii tìre

clraÌIen¡,,es of' rì(]clinin¡¡ c.irr¡rcir ,i¡tvo-ì.ver'rcl-ìt, risilr¡.; rreligiousr exi:enditur.e

¿rnc.l a Í{rovrin¡1 sctcir¡.1 inbcrest in thc,Jolitics of rror¡¡Iity, challenÍ:;es

t'¡ìrich becarme er¡t1;,arent rlurinil the l. l)r,(.rs.

1'hcr dccisi.ons to t,¡irlon tlre notion o:[ reli;-,iot-t to apireal to more peolrle, to
incluce tlre sti:rtc to subsiclisc l-lre teacfrin¡1 ol.' reli.:,i-o¡r in schools, ¿ìnd to
jnvolve 'blre church in socially 1;ro,'ircsslve r,tnci l)oliljical-1y ra.dical- ilove,-,len'Ls

trere not nracle r"r-i-'Lìrout subsL¿urLj.¿lf i.nl-crn¿rl oi-rposi-bion. llavin¡1 coi;ecì r'ritlt
tl rab o¡tl.rosition, l.rovtcver,'bl.tc (ji turclre¡.; s'bill ir¿ici'bo s'bru,'1gle ¿ì,f.ains.t-; ti'iose

i;roups l¿lLo did not f¿tvour Llre te.¿r.clrj.¡r: i oi rel-j;iion ì.n s'belbe sr.;ì;ool-s. tha't

s L;ru¡,1¡'ilc uras ìlif ,lrli¡llrtoci ìry sl-rrcr'rc] Irol j.tic¿il arrlr:ij-nj.s l;r¿rtion ancl or:-;a¡listrtiorr

lrort l:oth sides. I'Ìre ou.Lcorììe, r,rlricl r síì,.'/ relj.,,,iour; er-ìuc¿rtion t,tiul,i tt in
sorne s'b¿tte sr-:ìlool-s ¡rnd vrlriclt l;lri'r .i l.; t.iu,',;ìr[. ¿u'; ;-r ver'., L:ro^clly-svleepin¡1

sub.ject, tlas ¿.r cornfjrornisc v¡lricii íìs!-;i$'tecl clrurch surviverl-, clicl ¡rot 1;irea''uerr

the ideolo¡1ical i¡ound¿rries of ti tc sl-¿ite erluc¿rtion¡rL institutions anri

enabled tlre ¡rairarnreters of political s¡¡r-1,,';,:-1Ic Ìn Sontit ¡\us't,ralia to r,taintain
tireir le¡¡itirnacy. In other r.¡orcis, tlte fra¡,ter'¡orll lrrovirled by the s.b¡r'Le for
:Lcìeolo¡;ic.rL ba'L'bl-es - 'bÌle er.luca'bi.ont1 , judi{.1 ¿,urcl electoral apiral.iìtLlses -
f'u¡rctionecl lis a liìeclranisnr i.ry r,vlrj.c]'r orr,ctnisc,rl novernen'l"s coul"cl continue to
represent ollposin¡,1 interests vitlrout underritininl,,, the hegenronic 'r¡asis of
¿r stable soci-e'Ly.

'.1.'1te ne:<t cha¡rber cleals r"vil-h tlre det¿1.ì l-s of ti l¡rb ir¿l.leivorl;. a¡rd offers a

theore'bica1 emallysis of'tlre ¡:ole 1-rlar¡.ccl i¡y relillion, i;enerall¡r, ¿inc'l tlie
churcires, slrecif ically, iu ¿¡ s;L¿rtc r,rhcre c¿Llritalir;r r ¿rnr,1 ctlristia¡rit¡,' ;¡e¡¡i

tlre fund¿uren'l-íll- lre¡,r:nronic st¡.uc't ur-es ol' tl rr l" socie'Ly.
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INTRODUCTIOI\¡

Tliis chapter exarnines tlre role rvlriclr ülris'biiiniLy plays in an indusl-ria1 ,

'capitalist societ.y. Ilzrvin¡1 ¡rreviour;1y notccl (in chai:,ter. one) tire
l-inrited worl< donc in Austral-ia on Lhis r¡rrcstion, I turn'Lo the iiarxis'b
and pluralist 'Lheories of reli¡liou¡; inlluence r'¡lLicl r have been developed

by Anrerican, European and llritislr v¡riters.

In ernalysin¡1 the Tiarxis't" (anci neo-l larxist) perspectivc, I lament tite l-acl<

of sltecific detail v¡hich usually clr¿rracterises its tre¡rtr,rent of reli¡;ion
althou,qlr T acllnov¡lcd¡.ie its broerd t-hrust ars provj-ciin¡1 a useful explanation
of' the Jìunction o:l relitÌion in er socie.by bearin¡1 the sociolo¡.1icarl and

econonlic clranacteristics of' /\us'brali¡r. lly focusinji on tite concept of
hs.rlenionj (as develo¡recl b.y Cramsci anr-l liallach in lrarticular-) I atternpt
'bo pin-¡loinL tlre sociaL irnd poliLic¡r1 roles vrl riclr iiar;<, Iln¡1els anC tlre
Ciristian llar:<is'bs (includin¡i llonino, (ìutierrez, l.iraatten, Crai,,l and

ilritchard) have c¡:editcd to Clristianity. l¡r concÌusion is bhat iiar>r

ernrl Engels ten<lerl to treat reli¡iion too rnuch ¿r.s a rìlonolitl-iic ins't itution
a¡rrl .bherefore exa¡1¡ieratecl its inl-e¡pative function ¿rt the expense of givin¡
credence to its potcntial lor ¡rol-itical rclysf'unctionr; lvlril-e, the Christi¿rn

Ìiar;<ists fail 'bo appreciate tlle contr^adic bion¡; inherent ivithin a theory
of reli¡1ion v¡llj-clr j-nsis'bs tìtcrt spj-rj.tual- notions of ire¿Lven, sin ¿r¡rct Ciod

are quite conq)abible r,uiLli ri'iar:<is1,t notions of econor;rlc, social and

political history. I'Jhi1e i,i¿r,rx ¿urd lìn,r1els clenicd 't he ¡rossibility of
reli¡-1ions bein¡ revolutional:y, thosc CIrris'bi.rns vrlro l-iave cl-ailnecl to
represent tlrat very ¡rossibility tend 1;o undcresLinr¿rte tlre funcìer¡nenl,¡rl role
v¡l.iich Chris'Lianity has lrlayed in s;up¡rort,in¡', blte sLatus iiuo in capitalis.i:
societies. In itassitrll, I coutrter tl re iìÌ-Í.,1il¡ent ¡rut by l'jatience tÌtab reli3ion
is and has been a threat to c¿rlrj.balis¡n by ol.rservirrl .'L1ra-L;, alon¡- witÌr tìie
Cluistian ilarxis'Ls, he also nisundcrl;l;¿rrrt'ls tlte r.ray 'blre rcalri'LalisLr lrrocess
v;orl<s.

'Iire 1:luralis;t tireories of reli,(,,iorì íir.e prcsentcd by usi-n¡1, l;rainl-y, \'leber

ancì J.ier¡¡er, althou¡1h I arlso reler l-o soi:rc Austr¿¡l-icrn analysts v¡ho irave

r'¡r'it'i:en witlrin tlla't franlervorli. I indic¿ite tltc crucle pluralisti'c position
t'¡l-tich is o:lten ru:;ecl by Cìrristi¿rnl; to clet;cribe socie.by, to extol cer.i;eiin
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virl;ues ¿ìncl cot'I(lerrln ccrbai-rt ot'llcrs, to offer soci¡rÌ ( anct J.>oi-i-Licü] ancì

econonic) l,,oaI:; anrl to rccornmencl acLion, social or o[.ilr:rvrise. By

ju:<taposin¡, tlrab se'b ol cluiLe l>¿rn¡rl ar¡iurncnts r'¡i-bì r tlie r;lore $opllistical-eci

pluralist theory of reli¡1ious inl'l-ucnce as espouscrl by tìer¡ier, l',crton

arrrl some of Lhc /\ustr¿rli¿rn sociol-o:,,ist anr.l historians l'¡ho have v¡riLtct-t

about Clrris-l,iani'l-y, I conclucte tl r¿rt; ¿r11 thosc r'rriters wlìo work r'¿itiriir

that theore'bical f'rallevrorli tvlricl r er.L¡rliarsises s't abiJ-it;r, equilibriurn,
consens;us, intelpation (vari,ously called a L;l-ructrrral-functionalisi
a1-rl.rroaclt, a ¡rositivis'L or sysl,otrx; rt¡i1.-rroi:rcir¡ íì p|¡¡;-1list. approaclr etc. )

tenc.l to nelllec'1, con.llict; ¡rnrl clil;scnL, Lo undcr-r;rqrì'r¿Ls;-Lse chanlr;e and

insl;ead 'bo concent-r¿rtc on rnornrl;r irj rj-clr ;-ìre Ìireijcnter.l ¡'rl; f'airly st¿rtic

eis1rec't s of exisl-inr1 socj-ety. fn f'¿rct, tì ie teuricncy is llor rvriters in l-his
.brarÌition to jr-rstify tlte sLiLLu:; r1uo, l,o becornc alrolo'r,1sts for tlie

conserva't ive lunction o1' rclirlÌ-on in zr capitalis;b socicb¡' artd tlrcrefore
Lo ignore tlte poliLical con.;c\(luerìceíj ofì rcli¡,.i.ous rtl'i¡sl'unctionr. Iiecctless
.bo sery, l,Ìre plural-isL;s Lrave no noLiol-r ol''l,he cl¡lss role r'¡hicÌr reli¡;ion
nri¡il r'l- ¡l1ay, bu'l- even tliosr: r,;lro rlc¿rI rvj.tlr rel-ialior-rs confl-ict bencl 't-o

exì)Iain i'L only in ¡rsycholo¡iical or soci¿rl tcrnrs. In other l'¡orcls, tÌrey

f¿Lil- to ex¡¡nrine tlre rclation bet',vecn cconornic s-brucLural chan¡;e ancl

reli¡1ious chan¡ ie .

In ¡ny examination of tlrc ¡rlurali$1. ¿u)l)roacl.l to i;ì're lrolit;ic¿rl- sociolo¡;y

of reli¡1ion in Àus'l-rali¿r, I clca.Ì r,ritlr l,lre survey sturlics by ìiol, I3artl's,

"liIson, 
Jllacli ancl ÌìouIston, ancl b.y conrparin¡; Ll'renr r'¡jt]r,A¡nericart survey

r'rorl<, ollserve Lhcit they tenrl to proviclc a <1uitc ¡r-lr-istorical analysis.
The historic¿rl ¡rers1'lective, hor,rcver, ','ri ren il" ìr¡is been ¿r'b'bempteci ì:y st-tcìr

Âustr¿rl-ians as Carrr¡:rbel-l-, Diclie.y, Iìif I ¿rncl lJurns, has also l¡een

inaclecluate sincc tl rey lrave j.'aiIec.l'Lo ¡rlace'i:lie rcl-i,.,,j-ous cl-ranl.;es into ¡r

llolibico-economic con'bext. An excePtion is llollin¡;vrorblr altì'iou¡ih his
vrorll, as yet, is restrictecl [,o orre slrort ¿rrticle.

of
The last section of'tlris clrat)tcr reLurns to'l-1 re spccj.fic case\reIi¡1ious

educa'Lion atrd by relatin¡1 it to its par.1 icul-ar hisLorlc¿rl ¡reriocl , I
atternpt to avoicì lsorne of' the clc['ic.Lencies of former rreli¡iousr studies.
I'l.ic s-bru¡i¡11c -bo introcluce reliÍiiour; eclucaLion 'bo íjou'bli liustral-ian st¿rte

schools is corn¡rarecl lvith sitnilar atLenrpts j-n tlre othcr states; tlre major

prota¡'¡onist clrurcll, ttre ì.iethoclist, is hj-storicerll¡. e>la:niued; and tìre
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f)o1i'bical im¡rJ-icat;j.ons of rclilii.oul; crlucírLi<¡n vis-Lt-viÍ,1 'L;lie sl"ate

llovernment arc |ro¡roscd.

j'ì../ conclusic¡n j.s 1,ìrat, tllcorctic¡rll.y, bo bli tllc iiar:<ist (or neo-i izrr;<is; l-)

aþpróach anrl tl-re pJ-uralist (or s-Lruc'buraL-functionalist) approaolr are

ae/ticien'b in explainin.ll tlre parrticufelr lluncLion v¡hicLr Lhe Christi.ur

churches in Soutlr Australj-¿r llave ¡rer:lorned especially rvith regarrJ to the

issue of reli¡1ious eciuc¿rtion. The i.iar,'<ists-t-end to iilnore the confl-icts

betl',reen the chlrrches 1n thc arc¿r oi' ¡,lolitics as \,rcll as education trhile

the pluralists tenc.l to i¡inore bl-ic cconornic ¿rn<i ideolo¡lical lini<s rvl-ricìr

tlre churches have r,¿itlr the State ancl 'bo avoid explaining 'bhose linlis in

terrns of the economic history of a socie'uy. I ar¿1rre tlrat since both tl-re

rChurchesr ancl the rstater olleri.rte in [jou'b]r Australia (or any other

society) vrhere economíc ancl ic.ÌeoloJiic¿rl f¿rctors tend to have a dominan'b

inlluence, then both institutions use eaclr o'Liier v¡hen it is expedient

to do so; ancÌ, therefore, in essence,'Lend to rely on each other for
their resì¡ective economic ancl icleolo¡lical survivaf .

Ta]<en broaclly, -bìris theory provicles tlre cxplana'i;ion f'or tlre introduc'bion

of reli¿1ious educ¡rtion inLo l;'t ¿¡tc sclrools; ancl sets the fra¡neworil v¡j.-bi¡irl

r,vhich tlie specific crspects of 1tolitl.cltl inaJìoeuvre coulrl occur.
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ll¿vit't,r 1 i¡rclic¡¡t,ct.l t-lte <1uite trr,rns¡litrert.l, prc-occulla'biorls ol blre 1ìeIi¡iious

llclucation coursc, l'ravin11 irlcnl;i.f-.icrl 'l-l rc ,r-'J'oulls involvecl i¡l tlie strugi';l-c

to replace IìeIi¡lious IustrucLion r,¡j-'t ìr llel-illious I-cìuca'Lion and iravinr:

tracecl t¡e roots ol't he strui1llc, the nex'b'Lasl", ol no'bing tlre broacler

ainrs v¡hic¡ t¡e reli¡iioul; ecltrca] ion l,rotíìi',onists holci ¡inrl of placiu i

.çiose aims i¡r't;¡e'bo'b¿il l.)crsl)ccL;ive t'¿l rich inf-orlls their political itte't,eresbs,

sllould enable sone asscssrnent to ì¡e mat-le of tlre victorics, casuirlbies,

-l,eictics amcl stratc¡lies ¡rertinent to .blrc reli¡;ious ccluc¿rtion b¿r'b;tle'

I¡r orrler to Locate ¡ris partj.cular flou.Llr Austr¿rl-i¿ur sLru¡1¡)I. lÑttr.uretic¿if

context ( i. e. 'bo ¿rsl< tlre rluest:ion, r'rlly? ) i nitÌaIly , a broacì arnalysis of

the lroIi'bical role t,¡lriclr 'blre Ciu'1sl;ilru rcli:,ion l:1¿rys r¡i-l-l be oílfered

aritl tþen, usin¡i 'bli¿rt bacllclro¡l , tirc local- sl-a¡;c l¡ilI be examined. ilþis

or:larlization is rìo'L.junt ¿i mattcr o['conforr'rinl i to ¿rn ¿rc¿rciemic conve¡rtiot-i

ì¡ut is .justifiable, rabherr on 'blrc l;rounrìs tÌ'iaLhrfirs'l'rfjouth Âustralia:r

cl-rristianity lvas clerivative aÍi !/as i-t''; o]l1,'osi't'i'on and, secondly' tha'L

reli¡;ious er,ìucation courses r'¡erc l¡cj-l-tl i¡,tpletrtent-er.l in otlier Ausl,ralic'¡t

st¿ites as lvell ûs in llritai-n ancl tlre tjni'bo<'ì Íitatcs a't ¿tround the s¿rme

time - urus, to no'b slot tlle locaL l;t;¡u¿,,'.,1c inbo j.'1.;s i¡icìer euvir-onrtent

r,voulr-l incur thc prolrer clìar,r ;cs o[' n¡-ti.vc 1r:irocìrj-¿r]-il;l I (i.e. blindness) or

bl-a.b¡rnt insulari by ( i. c. clos j-n¡ I one I s cycs ) .

Ilo\uever, a broa<l lna]ysis, unless i b is illso precis;e, "ri-Il not servc 'Lile

purl)ose 01. accurabely ¿ctailin¡.; t;lrc clrr:Ll;[.ilin I'rc11erlouy.'.'¿hicir f have ¿Ìralued

above has been ¿n inrJterious ]rit;to¡i-c¿rl- f'¿tcl-or jrl tlrc rleveloprnetl.L of

educational insLitutions in this st.abo. 'Ïl-rus, v'rlrile j-t is subs'banti;rlly

true, it is usefLll only i,n ir f,,eucr.ìl Í;cníic to ol.rservc, ¿rs I'i1liband ilas,

Ulat Clrristianity scuvcs to rej.nl'orcc- ccrl,¿rilr values, co;lnitions ancl

symbols r,vhic¡ ¿\re IeÍfrnerl ¿rncl irltern¡rf j.sccl s;o .i;h¿it one ¿Ìccepts 'l-ìie calribalj's'¡

soci¿aI or(ìer an<l i.t s values ¿-lnri tlrerebJ'rc'i ecbs alt<:rn¿'r'bives to'bÌte¡'l'1

I'h¿rt l.¡roacl viev¡ oJl reli,rlion ¿rÍ.j a Lool of coní-;ct'v¿r1;ive socj-¿rl con.Lrol coulci

(1. ) iLiliì¡and I:1., 'l'he Íi l,atc iu Capitalis L ljocictv. 'L;he ¿,ì.nall,¡si.s of tLle

rvestern system of ¡lolrer, Qu¿rrt-eb I-ioolls, Lonc-ìon,

198-20!i.
196'-) , pyl.I79-LÛ4 ,
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L:lrr ir; L.i;f-r'c'

nir-'"* -l - '
be challcn¡lerl l¡.y ìroinL:irrf I t;o 1;ì rc yroli Lic¿rI t;orl;: of r;trcl r ;'ar;<.irl l-

¿xl t"reiror'J'omcí;, liott:i-tto, (ir.rl-i<:r-rc.:l: !ì],i'],.i.rt Íjout-lr Alnoricit itn<l

lrJ-lrcel;, vrJ ro, clcarly, lrílvc ìrccrr j nvr>Ivr-.rl i¡r rlu,i l-c [;lr<: o1r¡rol',li tc liol.rl -
1;h:-tt of revolutioltisin., I t;lrc ct:.ll;l-it'r1 i l;oci¿LI l;brucl;urc ¿urrl of.' overt ly
encoura¡1in¡1 crl'Lernative v¡rlucr; an<ì |oli Licat,ry"t.'n".i-'

The revolutionary v¡orll o1l tl lose rclj:lidL
outrirlh-|" refu1-ation o:t llillib¿urrì I s l,lresis

remilrcler tha.b any exaninal,ion ol clrj.st;ianiby irìll ¡reerl to incluclc an

av/areness of tlrc cornplex arnlriv¿tlencc r¡lrich tends to l-¡econLc a func'tiotlal-

clì¿l.ractcristic of any churcll r¡lriclr ir: l.'orl:itrr , to survive in arb'url¡uIen'b

lrolil"ical arení1 . \'lhilc thc 'i;r,¡o rolcl;, ol bej-u': revol-u-Lioni¡ry on 'bÌte one

h¿rnd ancl bein¡1 rc¿.rcbionary on Lìre otlrcr, aL)lrq¿¡ to ìre contradictrtry oue

nrust avoicl tl-re rnist,al<e of inter¡rcLir-¡,'; LlLa.L parado>l eitlrer as evidence

tha'L the churclr is neccssarily s¡rIì-t or Llral- one or the otLler exclusively
represents 'Lhe rrealt faj.tlt. Jnsl;ca.cl , onc r,lus1; rnoclifJ, tlie bl-acl< and

rvhi'Le tenrptations (an unfort-un¡r'Lc lrenrorial oÍ' l-:Lber¿r1 ¡rluralism) and

o1¡servc the'Lruc na'Lrre of l-lte clrurch rrs i¡eiu; '; subjcct'bo the sorb oi'

conflic'b lviliclr ¡naLlcs it unsebl;Ied anc'[ un¡rrecìj.ct¿ib]-c even v/l ril-e naintainin¡¡

ccr-bain stead-f'as'l- ¡ioals an<l conccptionr;. Its rolcdroul-rì be seen not as

a sùatic, ri.¡1ict , cverLrel-i¿-rbl-c 1-or t;rcss br,rt ins Le¿rtl ¡is a. resili-en'b t

rnobj-le ¿rnd mal-Icerble bastion, capable of ¡;o1i'L;ical ad.justment ¿rncl forever

r,rinclful of s;urvival . ,'jo lon,.l ¡-iri tìtírb r.luc'1.;iIe quality inlrerent v¡1thin

(;t) ÌLerton also notcd that rel-j-,'ionr l-ristorj-cally, haLs, at times, been
rdysfunc'bional-l and rnon-in1;c¡irativet, see R.Ìi. ìierbon, Social
Theory ancl Social Struc'Lurc

sitoulcl nob becnr seen as at-t

, bu'L ra.l-lier, slroulci ¿rc'L as ¡.

, I l)ültr pl).|lljff .

(:l) Io i¡e fair, iiitj-bancl clicl reco:;nise l,lrai; sol¡e clturch l.reopIe had l¡eer.
influenti¿rI in luorlri-nli 'bovrartls r¿rrlic¿rl- 1;o1i-1.;ical change. lìis
essential point hor.'¡ever, v/¿1.íj tir¿rt 'blicsc l)roÍrfc!tslve clerics -benclec.l

to be the e>lception ratl're¡. th¿rn l-Ìrc rulo, sce Iì. r,ilibancì, o¡r.cit.,
p.1-û3 ,

rrlÌven so , cleric¡¡l- ¿in [.i-con¡;crviltislit, t'tlre Lììer n'LiIit¿u]t
or mocleratc, has Íìlr,t;¡y5 ¡rncì -i-rt all calt:i-t¿rl-j.st countries
Ìreen a riríìrliedl-y nrinor j. by lr.b Li'Luclc, vtl riclt lt¡ls to be se'b
er¡,;erincl- a ¡ienerarl 1>at't crn o.l pronouttcecl conservatisrl ,

ofte¡r o.fl ¿ul excec(tirit,ìly rc¡rc'uionar'¡r I:incl¡ rej;a-rclin¡i tÌ'ie
poli bicail ¡ncl rnor¿rl- rlues l;ionl; ¡Lt j-l;l;uc in societyrr .
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rcliriiour; nrovcrnents is; recor,nir";r:c.l L;lrcn Ll tcrt: is lcsl; 1ii:elilroorì 'Lll¿,iÛ

orìo r'/il-l iall. inLo t;lrc 1;r;r1r oJl tlefj.nin,, t-l reir f'unctions in terrns t'¡iriclr

in¡.'.rleclu¡.'tt;cIy ltcc<>uIìL f'or" tl rc.:ir ()l'l,ctI ittt.r-j.c;rt,c: ¡'Lct,i<¡rrl;.

I'lr¡en Mar;( erncl ì'in',cJ-s, 't-o tvlrorrr 14il j lr¡r¡rt,ì acl(nov/l-e(11;erl sotrre tlebt j-n

cleve-lopin¡-l llis t.Ireor..y of rcli ;iour; ini'J-ucrìcc, !rere ¿t!/¿rrc 'ttt-.¡ 
"e1.iïj,on

coulr.l be usecì ¡¡1; ¡¡ ¡-rosì-tive j.nL;t;l'uriìcnt ol' c.l¡il;ri $i.r-Ll .',1,t'1 , evrln bìrou :,i i
best

'l-llcy have L-,een\r.encrirltcrei.l f'olt ltc j.r. ro1.,,Larl-c of' tltc ritassesr interi;r'et¡.Ll,ion

o:1 the lrrlrclamctrl,¿r1 inl'Iuence oll reli:;ron.

'-L'o r-rltclers'l-ancl thc role of clìI.j-sti;rLti'l,y in a ci'.lrj.t¿rlir;'l- societyr ¿l

¡,,eneta1 theory ol I'ie¡icrnony necrls'to be cons;l-ructcd an<l tlren tlie i-rarticular
r,'lays in r'¡liich reli¡1ion v¿orl,:s as; ¡rirr.t ol.'tllot to'l-al íitructural clominimce

nLus L ìte srrecif'i.ecl . r.'/ì'ri.l-e l,,l¿rr:l ¡lcvcr usr:rl t irc l-crrr I lrc, ;ernonyr , hÍs tlreor.y

o]l class strurii Ìl-c can pr.ovirlc ¡.t i¡¿rr;ir; [.'or l:u,lIrlin,, iur ex;;l-anri'l-ion ol i.:ro\'"'

itc,,4e¡lony vlorll¡;. f fe ¿rriluec-l tl r¿rL c¿r,r.i.tlrl--ir; [. r;¡l; Lerng r'iere ntaintained by

tlte constan'b in t,craction of' ecouot.t.i.c , ¡ro1it-i c¿rl ¿rn<-1 lcleolo¡.1ical- ¡iLe¿rns. 
5

Tlre interaction ftrnctionccl in ti rc í'ollor'r.i.n:, i,'irJr Ìre ar¡.,uer.ì:

rrThe iclc¿rl; ol tlre rllli.n'' cfítilti.rrcr in every el)och,
the rulin: I ideas i.c. l-l te cl-¿t¡;s t"lij-clr is tlre
rulin,,, nìa'beri¿ì.L lorce i.n l;ociel-.y i s; ¡.rl- Li ro s¿il:re
'birne it,s rulin¡i n l-ef f cc [;rr¿rl l<¡rcc: . '.1'Ìtc cI¡rs:;
t¡lriclr lr¿rs tlÌc nre¿ûì[i ol] r,r¡rLeri¡rl trrrorìuct
dil;por;al , ÌLr.rs con Lrol- ;,r1, Lllc s¿rr re [, j lirc ovcrblre
rrleaníl o fl rrrent¡,rl Jrroclttcti.orl , Íio l-h¿r L [-here:1..r¡'

¡leneraJ-1y s¡toll<iu,,', tltc j,tlc¿rs oJ' tlrc¡se '"''rlto lacì:
'Lhe rle¿rns o.[ rnenLal l,rociucLion ¿irc rub.j ect bo i'¡. 'r

ion a.t its

r-)

fl.re irnlior.'t ¿rnt ¡ro:Lnt r,vhicll l-lrarl; ¡riu;r;lL,r ic rrí-rìics lrncl viìticli seems to Ì:e

lunclarnental to íìn uncìcrl;ternrlilri ,, oJ' lrclierirot"If¡ j-'j -btiatb, r','lrile 'l-lle idco1o.5'

of tlre capi.'balist clas¡; ur¿rs [,lre <.ìor rinant ick:olo¡,;y oI' ¡,uy socie byr it 
"','as

not so muclr an enf-orcecl c.loririn¿rncc aíi onc,.'rlrj.clr a.clrj-evecÌ its asceudenc.y by

bein¡i ¿rctivel.y ¿tcceptecl b.y Llte o¡rirrcssecI cf ¿rss;. (l]'iìrirsci, the I Lalian

l,larxist 7 rvl,o rie¿r1t rÍtore sl)ecif ica.ll.y r,ril;lrl.lre concel,t of hei,er:lony, ar:lued

(4) llonino, .Ios;e i,Ìi<iucz, Clrristianri ¿inrl l,lar;<is'l-s: 1,lle ¡lu'l-ual cìraI1eu,r;e
to revolu't ion , IIotJtìcr ¿irttl Í'lf¡'<lsrqì r bon, I-,onclon, 11)7(r, p. 25.

( lt ) Marx, lí. r

1970, p.
'1'lre (ìerrnein J dcolo,' , Intcr:nei't ion¡rt r'ulrlisÌrers r I'iert Yorlr,

b4.

((i)

('7 )

ibict , ¡r. (i1 .

Antonio (ìra¡nscj- v/í,rs t)orn in 11,)f)1. j-lt ljcrrttini¿r. J.lurinlr, tire 1Íì11;-il0
stril<es ¿r¡rrl factory occuJ)¿rtic¡ns -in 'l'urj.n ìre ',¡ar:; involved i¡otlr ¿rs

a lnil-i tan L ¿rncl a ti leoretici¿rn. I lc f'ouncier.l tl ie I'baLi¿ìn Conlìrllnis'r-
I)arty (PCI) ¡rntl v¡¿r¡; ir;rÞrisouet-l b.y l,lussol-:i-ni t-ro¡n 13;lt-r untíI his
de¿rtlr in 1.{Jli7.
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1;l r¡rL tlrc conÍirjnt;'",¡llich 1;lrc: c>1r¡rrcçÍ;cr,l cI¡.rss:i,lvc \,ú'¿ti-j ¿r resulL of bÌlc

lrc;lcnionic con.t;rol- v¡l ri.c| I etnLrn¿rLc:rl l'r'or;r tlro l)()i;j. tion ol' l)ov/er Ìrelrì lly Ll re

rulin¡1 cfass. llc v¡rotc tlri-rb,
rra soci¿rI l',rolrl), vrlricli lri-rrl L [;t owu conccl)t;ion of
the lvorltl , even tltou¡;h etnbr.yonic (r'rlriclr l;irorrs itself'
in actions, an(ì so only lrl)iìsrnorìicctllyr occ¿lsionally,
tllat j-s, tvlren sucll a Ílroul) tirQvcÍl in ¿rn orllanic unity)
Lras, ¿l.s a rcsul'b of intell-cc'Lrr¿rl suborr-ìin¿rtion a¡rd
sublnission, borrowcr-l ¿r concelrtion v¡lrich is not i'Ls
ovrn flrorn anotì rer í'\foup, i-ultì tli^is it ¿rf'fj-r¡--,s iu t¡orcls.
Ancl 'bhis ìrorrot¡r:cl conccJ) l;ion i-b also l¡el-ieves; it is
foIJ-or'rin¿, l-,ecuust: i t, fotlor'¡s i'b irr Inorlir:¡l | 'titres 

,

when its conrlucb, is no't in<icltcuclenl- .¡rd ¡tutononous
but prccisely l.;ultorrlin¿rte ntrct subtnissive. r18

lìy 'Lhat process, in all 'bhe ;rre¿rt; ot' L¿r;te, riror irlit¡7, custorù, relillious

anrì political p4inciplcs, l;ocilil rcl¿-rLions, lurcl in'i;el-lcc'hral ancl l,roral

rel-a'bions, he¡iernony can bc ol¡taj.nc,l

'rby virtue of its soci¿rf ¡rn<.I itrl-ollcctu¡ri- ¡rrcstir,e
an<l its sulrposeclly sulrerior f-ullcbion il-l t;l're r;orl-cl
of' ¡trorh.rc'Lion. rrf)

'1'lre ¡rrecise lnecÌ.ranics ol tl rat ¡rroccs;s;, irotvcvcr, rcni,.ittecl i;rol¡lerri¿rtj-c¿rI

and one neecls to ,;1o beyonrì (lratll;ci. lor r;ol¡e unsv/ers. l)avici SaLl-¿rc;t

clis'bin¡¡uished '1r,.¡o seltarate cx¡rliutcitions L,y vrhich lretierrronic deveÌo1,r,retlL

coulcl lte tlescrj-Ì;e<l . 'Lhosc trvo e:l¡r1arn¡Ltions provltlc riotne basis for
underst¿rndin¡.', tlre actual proceijrj oi Irclicr:ìonJJ'. lllle j'irst one, car.lIed

tinculcation heiìerlonyr ilt',r iuccl tlrll- 'bl re

'rins'Litu'biou¿rl .l)r'opíì,r ,a.Lion of' bourl leois vûIuc$
slriq-les 1;lre conscj.ousness (lrucl sonletj-r'res cven the
neecl structure) of tlre |l,t¡tsscsr. Conse,lucntlyr tlte
ex¡rloi-be<l class (or cl-¡rssel; ) ¿rt]ol¡t ¡rrtd consciousl-y
acce¡r'L bour¡lcois idcololiy, ¿I l)roccss ivlti-cìr creates
ä major prop of tlrc ltour"¡',cois soci¿rl ort.ler.'r10

( tl ) Gramsci , A. , il'he I''toclern l'rittce arrrl 0tlre:: llri'i;in¡;s , fnternational-
lì.rl¡Iislrer.s , ller,v Yorlt, I')t-f/ , l) . (i1 .

(9) Crai¡i, iì., rl<leololy
econorly of relillionr,

(10 ) Sallach , L) . , rThe ¡nc¡rnin¡ i of ìre',,crnonyr ,
l{o. 41 , 1-f)71ì , ir. 1 .

Irs Uni'Lcct i.i L;a'bos leli¡1ious liistory: .Lìre political
in lÌc..r.lical lleJ-ì-¡_;ion, Vol. 3, I'.1o, 1', Lt76, p. ii.

ltus l-r¿rl-i¿rn Left lieviel';
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lle cri'bici¡;erÌ 'LhrtL; vi<:v¡ bcccrur.;c i-1; irrrlrlì.ecl ¿i r;tilLic ¡ricturc ot'gre
cl-¿ì$si sL;n.r¡1¡_11e. (iertainl.y it rl<>ec ar; ;Lrc tlrcrt bhe icieolo¡1y of. ti re1õ

rr.rl j-n¡1 cl¿rsl;\ incul-ca LecJ in'Lo cve rJrone el_se I s I rind, Llrat a one_u¿ty
fror,'¡ o:i ideolo¡¡, occurs antl ilrrt, cr,'t'ectively, ,ci re i<leolo¡jy becorn<ls
pervasive. 1'lle assunr¡ttion rrìust; l¡e tlr¿rt tlrere is ¡ro suc¡ thin¡-,, ¿¡s a
l'rorl<ing cl¿rss consciousness, Ll r¡rt [:lrere is no icleolo,lical strur-1¡;1e
betleen cLasses ancl 'bha1,, 'LlrcrcÍ'ore, bìie bourr,leois lclcoJ-or1y beco¡re,.:
totar, absolu'bc ¿rncl ornnipres;cn'b. ll'l.riit, of coursc, is not true ane
represents a lnisrcaclin,'1 of üre no.t ion rc-ìominant irJcolol 1yr ,,,uhicir, far
frorr denying tlre exis;t;ence of' rtif í'crcnt icl<:ol-e,riies, l.l¡, ¿ottnitíon,
acllnowl-ed¡1es the conf'ric'b ¡-rncr inct.i,c¿rtcs t,rre rcr¿rtivc slren¡lth of üLe
cl-asses vrhicir are invol_vecl in ¡>olìtical s.bru:ille.

Íial-Iach support ecì the second cxlrl-anei'bion o]- her,;cmony, the rinstitu'biono.l-r
i.n'berpne tar't ion , vrhich s.Latecl bì r¡r b

rrideolo¡iicaLl it"tsti-bubions ir,rposr: lrararretcrs on the' flor,y oL' ideas, <Jeb;rtc, rÌiscours;c e Lc. . . . ,I'lie result
is not an acce¡)t¿mcc o,r a cirllitalisL r.ror1r.r vicw by
tl-re c:l¡rroitccì crasscs but, rablLer blre circunrspection
and reilression of ¡rers1:ectivcs whictr ¿rre critic¿r1
or rcvol-utionary. r'liflrln -Llte e>lp1oi-becl classcs
(and rri'Lhin eacli nremller of srrcìr ¿r cL¡iss) ir-ieolo¡lies

'r ancì rlrelief sys-t emsr are unr:rercrevelol'recl , rra¡lrnentecr,
contr¡rdictory an<l i¡rbern¿rlly incons;isLent,. .. . .r'he

ideolo¡'ricar insti'butions olreratc in sucì'r a v/aJ. as to
forcst,¿r1l an<l I.)rcvellt -Llrc artj-cu1¿rLion of cl_¿rss
interes.;ts. llotlr ryiülin -Llre r¡or.kin:t cI¿rss ¿r¡rc.t vrithin
indivi<ìual rnernbers of' [,] rc class þe¡-¡¡¡,,eois v¿r].ues ancl
positions hos't,ire 'bo Urc ca¡rir-irÌist; orc]cr are helcr
side-by-si<ìe (in i.r const¿r¡rt1y ch¿uííinr; rrrol;aric ) vrith
little or no feelin¡1 of clisconrfort. In Ll ris vier,r,
icleolo¡,,ica1 he¡,;emony il; Icss of rlot:rination an<l
manipulation of ilrc nrj.nclr; o:ll Ule r.rorllinl I class üra:r
it is ¿r struc.bur¿rl con<.rition v¡rricir i.rreres in ilre
capitalist or¡iiurisa t ion c¡f socie.Ly. ,'11

'l'trat expran¿rtion possesses 'Hre a¡rpcrrlì-n¡; clcri¡ns gr¿it er personrs
consciousnetjs rlc-'velops in a ver.y l-oosc iì.t-lr.[ çs¡l:rar.ìictory t/¿\r', -birat it
is ¿r function of a personrl; <lay-Lo-cìer.1, e:<1;erj-cnces ¿it v¡orl< ancl a,l; ìror.ie,
anrl most impoflLantly, that it tJ<--veJ-o¡x; vithj.n ver;. ì.rrocrcl but str-ic-b
ltounclaries',vlticlt Lencl-Lo Ì.¡c cir.av¡n l-ry-l_lrc rulin, 1 cIi,rss, .Llrrou¡;i.t tìteir

( r.1 ) j.bic1. , pp . J.-!Ì .
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acccss 'Lo tlre ÍiL;¿r'bc. lllre¡r lrc rcl'crrcrl 't o I.irlcolo,-,,ical insti-tutionsr,
íi¿rIli-¡.cil r;1 roucrl Ìri¡; rlr:bt to AL l.juu;r;crrrl concc¡''l- of' llt¡iLo iclcolo¡,,icr-rl

it¡r1t¿¡¡,r-,¡a,"ri)Íi l).y v¡lt:lclr lle nr(:¡rnt l-lt<.: r;r¿l;l; rirr:rli;r, tttt:Lverr;i ticc l¡nrl r;clto<'lf l;

¡rl; t¡r-:11- ¿ir; cllurclrcli. 'l'hr-. l;t:cr-r¡rrI c:;lì rl¿i¡rlt l,io¡¡ rioct; ÍÌ(-)eriì rnorc convili<: j-rr;,

aJ-thou¡ilt it is sl;i1l- operatinl i aL Llrc l-evel- of r,enor¿Lli.ty. ilot,'cver, riL

l-eas [, ]re lr¡rs i,,one beyonr-l tlre sul)erÍ'j cial vicr,r t;l.ra'i; l-ile i¡hol-c ire: ,cr,rorr j-c

l)rocess i'¡orks en-LireJ-y by sly rnarrriirulart-ion ¿incl ¡rIi'nueci cotrtrol .

JJearì-in¡-,, rvi.bir sl)ecilics r,ru¡t be Ll'rc nc:lt r-.robl-crri . /r clct¿iiled l-ool< ¿lb

relirlion rríly tlo't only llrovj-rle ¿rn rrndcrL;t¿lnrlin¡; ol 1t¡; o',¿n irerceivecl r"ol-e

ìrut a1so, by e).:¿'r.r;ìi)lc, could rlcnronl [r¡tbc tÌ re l;1,ec j,l'ic .[ra.niervorl< r'¡i'i;Ìlin

'i¿hicll ire¡1ernon.y ol)er¿Ìl;eíj. Ilris r,rorl : ii;rl; lrecn aL-Lcntittctl by s;rrcl.r -,;r it,:¡s
as \'ieber ancì 1ìer,',;e" 1í' 

r',,1'ro, bccr-ìur;t: l;lrcy ircrc anal¡'sir-r¡, Chrj-sLiarll'l-y, ¿lr.e

reLevarlt -bo tlre Aust-rali¿.rn c;onl,cxt-.

Titey both ar¡;ued Lli¿rt one in1.'l-uenct-. r.¡lricl r rel-j-,';iorr I-enrls ûo h.¿tvc is in
acLiu¡i íLs an a,'ient of soci.¡.r1 con1,r:ol irnrl , ¿rrj iì colìr;criucncc, in
logitinratin,q ccononlic ancì ot;lrcn c::1 r-Loì.'La', 1;iorr. As ¡-r conbrol a.¡1ent, i 1., can

arct; to redirecL lrn¡1crr to Ì;rorìuce rcsi:inartion, <-:r Lo sr"r.st¿rir-ì ccr.iic-j-n

rnoral v¿rl-ues. -tt c¿rn sancti1';' ¡rrivlttc l)roi)er"';¡, nr-r't,, econo¡ric corrrpet;ibion

b.y re1erbin,.1 tJ.rosc ¡rotcn'bially c>:lrl c>i l,a 1,j..¡e i)ri.rc biccÍ,; t;o civil- 1i'uer. b;'

rìo¡1 ra ancl tr¡7 li.nl:in1', cconorr-Lc sìlcooí,lrl vitlr vj.rt;tre ¿-rntl su¡;eriorí by. rtt
tìra1- lvay, i'l- can ¡rroviclc ¡r r,ror.¿',1- l'r¡l¡c',¿orì: Í'or c(iu¿ìi-in1 , ,,tcaltlr anrl soci¿rf

s L¡L'bion v¡ith abiLity i..r-rcl cc¡nvc¡'scly, colt(lctìlrrlnl'. 1;ovcri,¡r 35 indiviclu¿rl
vice anci poor pcoplc ¡rs lrìornIl-y rlcl;crvin.,, of' tireir rlc¡rrivatÍon.

'I'hey concet-le, of'cour.ric, tJ ri,t reli,;ior-rl; rlre.t;oric Ìriis not been Ëo Ca:nuin¡;,

arncl , Ín Îact, lrits olltcn perfìorrnc<l tl rc rolc oÍ' ,: ,j-vj-l.t , capi-tarIj-srir ar

rhunlanr f¿tce, o.1 cerrirorr['I¡r,,rinjl j-tf s¡ lt ossor:;[. inecluaJ-.i tics, ancì es¡,,ec Ll1-1y,

of calnin,i; tLrc victirns of' cr(l/1<>i l;¿rt.ion inbo ¿rccept.in,,; bÌle an¿res'cl.ie-i.j,c

of s.¡.ri-rÍ.tu¡il colniorL. it'lrc: clrurclrcl; c¿-rn, tlrcrci'orc, e[-i'cctively stave off
or re-direcb personal an¡,,cr irlliclt r,r4y havc lcrt [,o colf ectj-ve ac-l;iotr

( l.:2 ) ì3er¡ier , 1,. L. ¡ Tlle NoÌsc ol.' iiolcnrn Àsscrnll.,l-ics cl r i sti¿rn coriìriì-L -l,i,rent

4nd bhe reli¡liouri csbabf isl uLrcrì't, in Ânrcrica, l.torrirlcdzry ¿i Co. Inc.,
l-C0l-, yt. 7i?.. l-iee ¿rl-so li.Jl. (icpLi'r ;ritrl C. iiri111 rt l4i1Is. (ecls. ),
Irro¡n N1¿r:l \'leÌ.ler: ess¿rys in soc j-ol-oi ,y, rìoutle lr;e i,, ;lc¡;an Paul I"'ucì. ,
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¿lr'aÍnS'L tlre e>lisLin,: i Ijouer rircclranir.;r r.
.l,iì

fn bì rat lvay, 1;lrcy íìrÍ,uc, blrc clrurclrcl; lri-ive l)erí'ormerì ei f'unctj-on

trirj cll Lr¡u; l>ecn corr)l)lcä ì)Lì1; lrrc(Jor¡rj r¡¡rrr l-1.y j.rr1,c,, ,r¿r Lj,vc . !,'Ìlilc 1;llc,.re

lr¿Lve bcen no-t¡,r-bLc e:<ar,r1rJ.cl; ol rcÌrr¡11ion :ultl íilrbvcrr-iiotr, )risLorj-cüJ-J-;,

tLre churches ir¿rvc tencled to rlcfe¡rtl Llrc sociLll orcler ¿rs .l total s..'s'ueì,t

and insis'L tlrat, rrlrile s¡eci.li-c sllorl-col¡tin,,ic rlAy rcr.iuire reforrrr,

fundamentally tìte Iot of tlrc irrrìi.virìual 1s i-o acial.r'L o.uci subni'L r¿r'l;ircr

t;iran to clrallen¡1c tl re irrevai.li-n¡, 1ro1i.t;i<:erl re.linte. l,'or e>larnple,,.'/ilife

they mi¡¡l-it conriernn ¿r lrarsh ¿rbt;iburlc t;ov¡:Lrrls tlrc unenlrloyecl , they iroulr[ ,

nevcrtheless, tcncl to upholcì Liic rvorl< cl-ì Lj-c ancì job rÌisci¡llines r.vì rich

have traclitionalJ-y ch¿rractcrisccl'Lllc cul)jtalis;t r,.ror-k-1rJ-ace: si-nilür]y,
while e)(-breme poverty r'.rouIt.l crlt'ra'i.yr; be nct t'¡iilr tì.re u'|.;l.rost synpa'biry they

rvould usually faLl r,vel-l sl rorb ofl r.ccoriir,lenLlin,rl a rn¿rssj-ve redistribu'bion
of vrealth as ¿t rrrcthocl o.l al-lcvi¿¡t.Lrr,; ',rirlccl ,rear-i ¡rover.b¡,r - inclced,

tnone'Lary Íiifts rrlriclr n¿ì.y rel)rcscn[. onl.¡ iì tir-r¡, fraction o.l ¿r ricìr
pÊrsonrs total tvc¿rl't ll i.re of t-cn lrrrl;1:i-c1¡;' ai'rpli.r'udc(l ¿rS si.,;nificant and

¿'.1-nrost s¿rcrific¿rJ- clisplays of iencrosi'l-.ir. J¡-r o.bìrcr',rori.ls,'t ire churclres

lrctve ten<ied to rendcr-blreir soci¿rI critj.cis¡.ìÍ,,,/itlrirl very cfearly cìcfineci

l;)¿ìr¿lileters and, íiar f'rorn cvcr clt¿rl-Icn: .in,r; 'bilc: star l-us rluo , in f act, ira're

reinforccrl the ì.¡asic aru'bhori't J.of thr-. consorvativrr florces of soci.LJ.!'l

Loltically, 'blierc.[ore, 'Llrc clrurclrel; ¿rnil ti rc r,;t-¿r'be Ìr¡,rve li¿rcl a. conmon

iu-beres'b in fostcrin¡1 trabits of r.;toj,c ol¡erlÌcncc ¿rnr,i sul-¡missive tolerr',nce

¿urd so 1-hey ea.cli rìevelolrecl reci¡rroci.rL l¡cncf il-r; in c;:'L;ol-Iin;-l the

autirori'by of thc o'l"ller .t'or tlrc Irrclj(.'rvLLtion o,l.- 'Llreir rnu'l,ually-licld
code of moraliLy. Ilo',yever, tl re lrllc:no¡ncna o-C comnonncss slroulcl not 'ue

seen as the resul-'[: of tvo í]c[)¿u"iìLc: borìics crucìc1y iorrniu¡; arì oL)en

al-Iiànce for l-lrcir nrutual stren.,tl ¡ rìor clrouli-1. i! rrc i.nl-er¡rretccì as' lla<-l
sorììe acciclcnt¿rl- or incirjcntnl unlorl r¡l ricl, f ir t,c\ betiuciiti rccì. Ius'beacl , itr
Lhc f¿ords of Linrl¿r l)ritchiu'cl ,

(lg) Ber¡1er, I
I)ritaÌn,

'.L. ) Tlre Í.joci¿rl jlcal j t.y of' lìeli¡;ion, L'crri,ui-n ilooÌ:s, í-ireart
I9O7 , pi;.15O-1..

(1.4) il¡icl .r I)l).3[j-60.
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ttììclj-l';ion rirust l¡c r;cen ílÍ; iì l)rocesu !/ll()rcby ¿ì

ruicìc ran¡Ìc ol ¡-rt; Li Lurlt-'l; , bcl.Lcf'o , r-i.'Luerls antl
struc Ltrrcs rvlLiclr ricf vc ir ¡rrcrli¡,rtitt; ', rolc lrc t,'"'rcet-t

Lllc j.nclivi<lulrl ¿rnrl l;ocio Ly :i.n t c:rac [. t'¡it] I

pi:r'Licul¡r social , l-roli'Lic¡.r1 ¡'uld ccorlonic
structures in orrlcr l;<.¡ f'<¡r¡rr an 1-tlcolo¿y
a1l¡rro¡tr-La bc to Llrltl, ,'-;oci.c l"y. 'L'his rÌcf i¡ri t ion
enr¡rl'rasizes tlre <li¡rl"ec bu¿rl r-e1¿r'bionslrill l-lettrccn
coll.ecl-ive vrorl-c.l vict¡r-; ¡rnrl tlic r;ial-cli¿¡l- l-iascs of
socie'by, r'rltere reli;;j-on is conccivec.l ol ¿rs l:eiu:.:
roo Lerl in Lhe s;oci¡rL structr-tre ratller thi.n sc¡rarate
frorn or de berrninetl ì-,.y 'i.l rc rji)eci.Îic politicirl or
econor,ii.c oríianiz¿ìL;ion of' tlit-- socj.e i;yr'.15

Aus't-ralian reliÍtious; r'rr^iter..; iL¿rvc t.lu,,.,e:;berl tl r¿r.t or-ie oe .Lire nlcthods irJ/

v¡irich cìrristi¿rni'L.y r'ras ilble l-o lrr-ri1r.ì i't s;cl-.i' LnLo tl re social strucl"ure t'¡as

't lrou¡ih i-LL; rolc as arrsytllboLi-c l,rott'Lli¡)j-eccilr1!'J Îor tlic ¡;oals ancl si:ra'Le',ies

of the ::uJ-i-n¡ i cl-ass. Dy iip¡rrovirr,; ol t-cconc;il-Ì¿r'tion Ínste¿Lrl oJ,' con1-roll1r¡ì.-

'bj-on, trust ins'Lc¿rtì of suspicj-on, co-oi;c-'ra'Liou irr¡;l-c¡1,:l oi rivalrly' ar¡rc.l l-ove

inste¿rc,1 of' .['eirr. ,'-' ,., ]Lcn,te,l 1.o rj,1rur.r.;J r liny cl¡r.r;s ,Ldcnti.i'icati.on, ]licie an;r

class etn'ba1 ,,onistri , ctruell any conl'lj-c'i; oJl j.ttt-r.lr'r:r;t i.Lnci, j,n so cloin3, hclp

to cre¿rtc, r,li1;lr consictcrabJ-c l;uccr-'sr;, i;lrcr vir.;ions ol rcot,litiuni'cy ìnl-erestr

¡-rncl In¿r'bi.onal iutercl;Lr ;rt lrein', l.;ìic r,,orL]-.';,or r;liicl r everj/one srroul-cì

sLrive, reli¿ìt-(lIess ol't-Ìlcir- pci.ccì-vc,l sl,rrl;tu; or c1¡:'i;s ilosition. 'l-lre

clturcires lrave lreJ-¡-rerì rlef j.¡rc ',iìt¿r L I r iccctrt t l,ooitlc rroultl tliinll lil:c, llo',t

tÌrey troulcl ac'L aud rvlro't,lrc.',,,.¡6r-,1i1 ¡.'.ill r.Lr.-<:; t:rc.'/'havc-'lrel¡recì cleiinc i¡ì-ii-'l-

rre¡rsonabl-e | ¿rnrl rrir¡rturc I anrl I r;c¡r;.i irlc I lrcol)lc r.iottlci i¡e l-il.e . Tl-ie¡- h;,vc

:1iven those conceiits crer,lj-l:iIi by iry rcl-erri¡i,' 'bo l,'clI-;tnor'rrì conintcrcì-a-,1 ,

Ierial , Ii.incl-ov.,nin¡', i-rrrì Isccurit.,, r lnr,ivj.tlr-,nIr, l-l) 
r'ri ,o ,',1.,¡roretlbly o:ii-i-Lì-;i-'c

tlros;e ch¡,tracterisl;ics. 'll.ic¡' f;e11 l-ltt: cc>ncefr L i-'5r .i-nsJ.s'l-in¡; 'i;irat 
'"'"lr:L1c

tlrose c[lracterisl,ic;; I¡c]-on.', l,o l;ì,cc.'r¡il- ireoplc, l,';rt '1 ¡-u'c ¿tl.so ¿,rvai]able

to rorrlinarryr l.rco¡rlc .bo irri-Lctj-co ever.)' rìli¡' o.t- 'l-lle '.rccl:. 'I'he raver¡. el

l)erson, bhe I ntan-j.n-tlrc-s l-rce Lr , 1;ltc I l;i,Ì c¡r't r,ra.jori. tyr ceilt,'bl iet-c.Îorc , ;-rlI

lte euphentisticaJ-1y r-tel.'j-ncrÌ ¡rs rlccr-;rrt,, r'c;-il;on¿,1Ì-r1c, tit¿il;r-trc ¡rncl scnsilrlc.

(1rj ) Pri'bcÌrar<ì, L. r rllis l;ol'io ¡rir ,i..y o [' rcl- i , 
j.on. irr l-l Lc Unitcr ì l, l;i'. 1-e r; I ,

1-l)'/;_,t lr. 11,.lÌaclic¿r1 li.cli,r lion , Vol. li , ilo. .l ,

Dicl<ey, ìi . , I Âustrali tln soc;i.oty .ì.tr rc Lrosl,cc i., I , f ntcrcìrarl, Iio ,2I,LD7'/
, . i:'-)
l/. Ji).

(r c)

(t7 ) Ilil1, Li., r'L'eaclrint; í-rt' r'ccoììo:iLia.t iottr,
Irr-luc¿rtion, Vol. l-f), 1)co.1,Í)7i,, I'l). 1ì-:1 .,.

.IourntiI olì Cirri-stian

e.Í,,. r nal-lí:t.,in,,,; t.lirCct;ot lt, ¡rtt:,llc¿t1 ¡rrlrolit;ioncrs, iltc.ll ,esr l;ell()1.o.l-St

police comm:i,r;$ioncr$, i,rcsj.ili:nt-s ol'll.Í1.L./i:otar:J'/I'i.onsh\¡rex 0lubs/
eml)Ioyer associa'bj.ons .Len(l t,o ìrc l-¡ru<lcr,l as liûriì..,ons of virtue anr,i

\,¡ory of bein¡,; co'b ull iÌÍl c)iiìlnìrl-eÍi ior lcl;scr rrrortals to ac-iriii-re,

reEli)ec'L an(.I , if possiblc , i'tl)c.

(1r )
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.fin(.1 t/[)í-ì,'L r;l)cc.i f'j.<: c]lrrrrctcrj. l;'Lic:l-l lrlrve t;llt:l;cr¿rvr,'r¡..',crì:uL; rrìcccut

¡rco¡r1e o;<l rilri Lcrl? '['l rc.i, ¡¡;,n'. bcen sL<>:i.c, birtL;lin: ,, unconlp.]-ainiDg l)eolrlc-

(strÌ:missive?) l'rlro lr¿rve rvorller.l lr¿r¡rl ovcr íì -lon,, ¡re::.Loc.l ¿rncl tvl ro Ìrave rìot

ìte¡.,rurì1 iecl 'blreir Ìob; r,ri rilc L;lrc:ir rcvr¿rrrlíj Ii¿lvc secl;rcd srrrall and cvel-l

unf'€ìir, tltey have acce¡rterì l-lrer,r bcc¿'rur;o 't hcy rl<novr tÌr¿rt i L ha.s ¿ìll- ireetì

f'or Itlte ,,¡ootì of ttie counttJ, I. 'l'he.5r 1¡¿11'. donc it i:ec¿tuse, Ì;y cìe.jiitti'cion,

tliej.r nlere cloiu¡i it ll¿rs cnsurerl tl r¿-r't- tlrc.y lr¿rve been rciecentr - in sirort,
the circular reinf:-orcetrten.t ¡rrovirìc<l lry CìLr-il;bi¿rrit.y h¿rs been a

substanti¡rl fl¿rctor in 't lre <ìevclop; rcni; ol.' culLrlral ,onls, national
irientific¿r'bions ¡rnd <tL;l rical corlcl;.

Pe'Ler Iler;1er, r'-n irj.l; non-i ;írrxis;t; r;ocj-oIo,,,iclrl aníìI.)/sji$ of reli¡1ion 1rÌ

tlre United St¡r'Lcs, irJ-so rlcl slcr.ì-ì.'c(ì tlrc socii-r-l ircJ jus t-rre¡r'L v¿.il-ues, i'rlricl-r

cliristj-a¡s'Lenc,l to lrolcl al; ¡ierrL of' tìreir colrnj-'l-raen.l; to v¡llcLt tire5, ¡qi';,u'¿

as tl-re national herita,r :e.

rrSince one outll rt .llu¡'r<l¿u,renbally bo r,d.jusb to societ¡,,
tliis rne¿rns Llr¿rt socict¡z is f'uncl¿u,rentall-.)' J,oo(l
Lhe nr¿rin a])frra¿sl r to tl re social r'rorlcÌ is one of affirnrin,;
tÌ're s'l,attÌs (.Luo ¡rnrl o.Í' r;ccì:in; ; bo Iìíìrrnonize r¡ìr¿r.Lever
forces bend bo rlisl;urlr -Lt. 'r'huc..., onc is oir¡rosecl
Lo conf'lict írnd in f'¿rvour oÍ' l.reace on tirc social. scene...
this lrias tov¡arc.ls Irarnror-r.), opcratcs re:larcilcl;s o:fl v¡h¿rt t]re
situation may bs , rr1!)

for exarmple, inclustrial , racial or ¿r.rÌJ' oi;her coni'l-ict. Lier¡1er v¡en'l- on

to ar,rJue that

rr'l.he forces ulìicl.ì secli 'l,o tl-ls;ru1rt tìie sysLe¡:.r becorne
scen as r.listurìrer.r; ol' t ìrir L pczrcc (as , n;l Lurally , bhey
are). In o't ìrer v¡orcls, t,lrc v¿rlue oi social acl.justr:renl:
frequently involvcs irn j rrr¡r1ì-ci'L conserv¿r.l;ive vier'¡point;.
lioci¡rL reality j.s ieen ¡rs; a liar-rrìonious et¡riJ-iìrriuln ancì
soci¿rI etllics i..; concentr.¡itccì on .l-l \e r-lis;'l;url-¡iurce of tÌrat
eciui I i l-¡riunt .'r í'10

Tlrab latter coiírnìcnt by llerl ter intr:'orlucer; rr l;ccond role \IhicÌr lle sces:

Clrr.isti¿rnity ers ¡rcrf'ornrj-n11. It; rolrrt;ol; to a tlrer->r¡r o.î pluralisiir.
Thab tLreory as uscrJ b.y clr¡'isL;i¡rnr'; iìt t,ucri .l-lr¿rl cver'.yonc iri an irrdivicÌual-

and is, therel'orc, dil,'f'crenb (i.c. ¡1¡-yir1r.re). '.lllia'L ìrí...s l)ccorile useful-

(ru)

(:to ¡

Jjer,,1er Ii . r oÌ). c i t. , pD .'16-4'/ .

ibid. , 1-;.4'/ .



109.

.irr.jusLif'yj-n/ i [,lre l;t;irt;r-l; r¡rro ii-rrcr: j.t cl'í'ecl;i.vcl]y Irlrs rejec'bcci ain¡¡

c()noepL <>l' cl¡r;;i.j or. colt$ort,irulr. I t; Jrix; r'c; ,¡rrrtcrl irtìJ' ootnìrron iclcnt;i L.;, ;¡¡¡.;

ìrcì.nri ì)urely:i-¡rc.l rlr>nl-l¡f. 11, t;jrr,:n ¡rrlvj,Í-;cr; [.] r¡,iL e¡rcli i)eri;onrl; iriclivjtluiLli-i;¡'

r:lrould be respccl,crl lrccaur;c LII¿Lt .Ll; [,irej.r'r'r:a]- jtìr-l¡¡li'¡r', thcir vely

cssence, tl reir r;acrerìne¡;s. 'l.'llrs, ¿r i)crsonr s :f 
'oib]-e s a¡rd eccentric j-ties

rnust l)e toler¿ited cven if' .blrey r;ccn r¡trf.-ortr¡t-t¿ri;e or untìecess¿LrJ'. .,u'c,

¿urcl thj-s is cruci¿¡l t;o Lllc Llicory, LoÌerr-rnce ììa,'j i t,s llorrttdarics crnci t-lrese

ll¿rve been drawn ¿¡rouncl v/ll¿rt; írr.c l'rc<1uently rc-[-errcrl 'to as the 1-raratireters

of nption¿rl in'bcresb ancl rlccency. ii'ltus, aìrsurtì cor-ltr'¿ìcliotions ell¿llt¡rte

v¡lrere persons v¡llo ltav<-' rlccl-¡.ucrl 't-l;er;rsel-ves l.o lrc ltonoscilu¿ll- ri:ay ì:,e

declared ilrto-l-er¡rl¡l-e l.¡aceiu¡;c tlr¿r1- r,,.'ou-l.rl lre l;cen al; ¿r,oin1 I iteyoncl tlre ì-iouucls

of clecency, ',vlrere-iis peolrlc r,rÌ tc¡ lrirvc I..il-l-erl jn ¿r \rar i,¡ay bec<¡rne n¿ttional

heroes. Í)imilarJ-y, pcoplc v/l ro rr.Ìlic c;rccs;sive ¡rro1-:Ltr; J'ror;r ìrusirtess cleal-s

rn¿ì.y l)e acclairnc(-l as bein¡,, clcver' ;.urrl ¡rtl¡rrjr'¡rì,lo lvl.ri,Le ¿L sìtolj-l-if ter nay be

cleer;ler.l to l¡e ¿r l;oci¿rl-outcasL. '1'lìosc cont.t.¡rr.iicti,ons of r,iorali'by have

been macle possible because our tolcrí-tncc Lcvcls I'i¿rvc bcen deterninecì 'r,y

very specific, lrisl;oric¿rl1.y-rlcvelotretl bounclaries oi. r'¡hat; consbj-tutes

a 'birreat to the exj.stin,ll soci¡rl- orrlcr.

llhe theory of pluralisl¡t h¿rs tilu¡; lreen llljclcì very r]clec'l,ively a.ncì, oÍ,ìtcu,

vith very sinistcr ¡notiver; - cer t¡L-l¡i ,irr<tj vit-lu¡rl-s; Ìl¡Lvc 'r¡een decl-¿rreiì

acceptarble lvì rile cerb¿rin oLlìcrr; irLvc uoL. ,[ lL L;]rli'c rr;r¡', ttll [,1:osc

j.ndividuals t¡lro iì¿lvc lrccot,to uniicccrlr t;irlrle c¿,rn i:lren lrc 1¡-rbell-erl I i-lrrea'l-sl

or rindecentr; tircy ceasc to becor lc lrol lose;¡ual-s or <irunl:s or petty
cr:Lluinals or r¿rrlicals or wl'r¿l.tcvcr - l-i rc.!¡ insLc¿rcl, íìre sj-r,rp1¡'(lanl.,erous

ancl undesbable.

LÌ.y e><tendinli bì raL tlreor.Sr, clrr.Lstì.lrni ty c¿.in con(lonc or con(lenlì \viierc

appropriate. 1't c¿tn ¡rreacl'r ¿rlrou t l-.,elriivi<,¡ur ¿rr-rcl j-r,;l;ue lredieì st:¡.bcrren't-s itr

an a'btempt -bo int'Iuence puLlic o¡,.inion ¡.1rr16ur;ì r bllc-. articul¿rtions; of
certain r,'reIl-placecl inrlivirlu¿rll; r'¡lior;c l;oci¡-rl- s'L¡ì l-Lro is ref larde,:l as

i-nrpeccable e.ll.,rlovcrnorsi, tlocLor¡.;, jurlrlcs¡ lrrrli¡tr¡ren1-¿u:iíìns íjtnd

llusiness¡nen, not to lnention rreur I'¡crs o[' tlrc cler'1 5,.

i nrch of' biie siiurious rnot aLir;iri,. j. r; r;iou l;l recl b¡¡ ¡reo1:lç i'ri iose utter¿rnces

rnay r.,rel1 vrear blrc clistj nc Lion lrorn oJ' r;oci¿rf ri Lation, llut v¡hich of,''bei'i

sound lrol-l-ovr r¡lren matclrer,ì ar,¿r,irrs;l- tl rc ¡.,ctivc r;ociiLl r;iorality of 'bi reir
class. Tt lters, of coursc, been i.r:,rci,tl; ìrcira<1o;: tl¡¿it- clu'istianity ìrais



1l_o.

lrcen aJlle to c:iil;1; in iriÍlì rl¡¡ r;t:cular sociel-j.t-.1; ¿'.trrl lrar often been

L¡rudccl by tlre very ì)ar¿ìlion¡; o.1 r;ccuLarj-snr. lìut tire ¡la.racìox slroulcl trot

ìre re¡larded a$ accir'ìcnti,r1; it ir¿rs ìlecn ¿r f;rctor of su¡treme j.cieolo; ';ical

itrrporbiLnce tltat'blre valtrcl; of'L;lrc cllurch be scen'Lo l¡e sirnilar to
Lhose of o-bher social , econoriric ¿rn<l polil;ical institubiorru.ttl 'Jlhey ciln

then aII inter-connec'1,, .jurjl-if.y caclr other an<l Lrave tlre ulLinate effec't

of provi<ìin¡1 a. structural descri¡rtion of tirc Lotal socicty - in other
rvords, they hcrvc rvorked to tlcfinc r'¡ll¿rt vil-l- L¡e consiclere<1 ¡1oo<ì and

proper and what is bacl anrì irnltro¡rcr.

The spiritual concern v¡llicli solne t:cli¡iious intellectuals have, becomes

a secondary consideration in ¿r l;ocict.y r'rlior;c churclrcs have prirtrarily
proviclecl ¿r coLrerence of val-ues ¡inrl a rncLllo(ì ol j.rlent-ifyj-n¡l ancì jucllr;j-tr,;

those rvl-io are lilrely to ì:e 1;lrrca.1-s [,o l-lrc rule--rs of l,l'rat society.
Insteacl , tlre ltolibical func'Lion of inte¡',r¿itinll 'blrc value systelq has

assunled a ¡rrirnary role. Ânr.l .'et, not all 't hc churclres itave been in'i;e.,1¡ative.

()uite o:lten, they l-rcrve es¡rour.;c<ì v,i,ct¡s rvllicìr \/ere seen bJ, mauy as ol-cl-

fashioned or unrealistic or \,rron,.l. iil'rc.y havc f'reriuen't 1y encountereci

antagonisnr in de¡rIin;i l.ri'blr censorshir,, abortion, capi'i;arl puuisirmenl,,

family life, artj.stic'Lastc etc. l;u'L't,lre usu¿rl ouLcotre ttas been a

compromise which v¡ill ensurc tl reir survivcrl. I'l.rur;, Li'rc churcìres :iti4'

lrositively tal<e u¡r, or acr¡uic:scc l;o, .1.ìre ¡rrcvaiilinl; viev¡ or it nay

provide a rearíauard reaction a1 irr:Lnst tire nev¡ values'"rllich rvouldr of
course, satisfy ¿r si¡lnificant nutnbcr ol ¡.,eo¡rle r,'¡ho lriclc v¡itlrin'bheir

ally, the uplioldcr of reljfiious etl.ri.cs. fn obl.rer t'¡orils, t)re churcltes

(21 ) €.,11 . school-s, courLs, ¡rurI j-ar,rcnts; of Len tlre l¡ronouncerncnt rilacle

at tracii'tion¿r1 cornmcrìoríftionn sltcl-i as I'nzac i)cr.y, ;\ustralia Da;,'
(incluclinr' tlre Ilonours L:Lst announccrnents), t,i re (¡ueens Dirtlrcìir.¡-,
as vrelI ar; s¡reeclìes (lel-iver^erl b;r ern|loyer,.,; r"er ;í.rrdin.r.{ job ail¡llications,
industrial rel¿rtions or econol,lic i)ror,¡c¡ìs also Lencl 'bo reitrforce
the values o:e 'bhe reLirlioul; ilr¡;t;ibuLions. As llcr,';er r',rt'otc,

The rcliiiious insl;ituhj-on doel nol, (lrerhlrpi; one slioult,l sa¡'
rrnot any lonjjerrr) l,,encr¡rtc .i-ts orvn valttcc; insteacl , it
ratif ies and sartct;j, l'lics [.hr: valucs preva.lcnt in -t he
¡jener¡rL cornrnuni l;y . 'l'herc j- r: I l b l;Ic j-f ltny di jlf erence
betv¡een the valucí; Ì)rol)or,alctl ì-ry l-irc reli;1ious ius'Li'bu'Lion
ancl Lhosc of i-rny sccrrllr institrrtion of erluivalent
status in tlre corrununi'L¡l ...r1

ibicì. , ¡rp .4 O-4L .
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ll¿rve ¡rcbctl ¡rl; a rr:f'uy,,c lor' [.] lol;r; r.Jì ro l]irvo f'c¡t¡url cer[.ni-t-1. soci¡r1 c]tlt¡i.c¡;

rk-.¡,loraìrl,c ¡urrl lr;rvc cl'f'ocl;jvcl.J'l;l,.Lt:.Lrlctl blrt:l;r: ¡tol;cnLiall.y hosl;j-1c

people l:'ronr l.;lrc ltaLj.'1.;r; v¡liicli u<¡ul-tI Irave u1tr.;cl.'bltcr:i ztntl llossil;ly cvcu

lravc l.ruslr<;rl t,llenr Lorvarrls tìil;t:r-r¡t Livc l.',,"tj-"s.1'j '

fn 'bh¿rt senÍic, tìre cìrurcllcc lra.vc r,¡orller.l rvj. l,l r 'bire íital-e to cìefusc

i>otential rlisor<lcr. Acceyrtcrnccl of' r'clj,¡',iour; ideol-o¡',y lla.s usually

been b.ntarnount to accep'bin¡ I Ll rc tlotninant poJ-iticü1 iclcolo¡y. I¡or
uSua,llv

e)(aJnple, ¡ratriobistrr has eåüçk lrcttl rcLi¡,;iour; overtones; a cÌtris1;ii:n

li¡-rs rareLy been r,Ìeenied a l)olitic¿rl tl rrci.rb. iToi/cver, tli;r'L is not 'Lo

su¡,;¡1est'l"l-i¿r'b'blle olìurclres lráÌve coflí;1;antly riclcicn ¿ì1ì evelì t¡ave or th¿-L'c

they have aLway[j ,r 1ot iìtabe su¡rport;. Ar; r,rent-ioned í.rbove, tlrey have of-ten

hacl to fi¡lllt f'orblleir surviva-L al'rr.l jn rloj.n,',; so they have been iìorcecl to

¡ltay'bhe sÍ-une cornl)etitj-ve liar,re \'/ìricl.r cl'r¡rractcriscl: iiiany o't lier.Îacets of
capitalist society.23 l;'or e;<¡ulrPlcr [:hcy hitvc Jrartì Lo ii.-Jtt a]ilon,ast

'bhemselves (i.e. cr¡.1crinst eaclt oLìrc:r.rs clenor'rination or sect) for ntetnbersltil.l ,

money ancl ¡itedia ¡>rornotion; tìrey l-riive cor,r1'leter-l a¡,,ttittst various lirovenlen'l,s

'bo rvin tlre acìrli.cts, 't lrc: ncrrrotics, the parci,lis Ls etc. and ¿ìs

llart of th¿l'ù ba'Lt1c tl.rey 1r¿rve ìr¡trt t-o f'.ii;ltt ovcr ne\i ¿tnsiiers to the

lrroblems of' alien¿rtion, ¡iui, Ib iLnti [;yr.anny. As rrcJ.l, l-lrey heive h¿.tl 'co

battle over ne,"/ f'u1f i1}rren l-s, scl- l'-rc¿if iz:a t iotrs, lovel; and unclers t ertlclin¡';.';

L;o ',¿in that ever r,¡oo-able lruL of [,cn cflrl;-lve clien'cele, Llie ¡'e1¡¡,,. 'i'ilose

sbru¡1¡1]es lrave,.rorne't,j-¡ucs invol-vcri i,na'ic cì riLu¡,;es (c.,1. tìre lìol.tatl C¡rbl lol-ic

rocli rnass) r.rhich liave bccn rit;i.v trrrl; i.'lij.clr ul l-ir¡atel-;, ensurecl survivi¡l

(;¡.2 )

(23) liol .I ., 'lìeli-¡1ion ¿ìnd
pp. L32-134.

'lhe 1>ossiltilit¡, vroul-cl r;xir;t, tìrirb j.f bllc cllurclrcs ¿rbandonec[ -iÌtcr-r'

tracli'bional- viclvt blren bl le rc¿rc tion¿Lry clemeuL r'¡i bÌtin the clrurcìtes
rvould f il,ht a t e¿ì.r-(tucirr'l ¿rcti-<¡n ouusiclc 'l-lLe rtorraal sL;ruc.Lurcs oÍ-
the churcLres. I¡or exarn¡;1c, tlre r'el;-l-ivaf of Li-l-;irt, irhile beinl,
cIosel.y irlcntif icrl v¡i Llr [,1rc <;]rut'cltcr-; i:cncral-l-i¡ , has in :iac'c,
constitutec-l n nrifi-t ant; rc¡-rction ¡ir.a.i-nst Llte 1;ro,; ¡cssive secti-oir
of 't lre chritLian <lcnorrrin;rtionl. l.t. lt¿'.s been corr];oscc1 o.l'bl'rose
christians vrlto fecl tl raL; t,l-rc cllurclrer; lriive aìlaltrionccl the
funclamentalj,st teachinl ,r; of'ti rc r;cri¡;, Ltrrcs. 'ìll rcir poJ-iticarÌ
nrilit¿rncy lias been a rli.rcc'[" rcr;Lrl L ol bÌrc failurc of tl'ieir clturcìi
to provirìc-' tlrern vrith ¿ur a111' r'rì-1;l r rvlticl,. tlrey oiur icìenLify iu 'bìrcir'

concern ancl even abhorcnce ¿rL vrlr¡rt'Lì icy reco¡inise a-s moral clecai¡.
ff tìie clrurches li¿rrl bcen lcl;r; ¡;ro¡¡cssivc, tl'rcn f am arguin¡j tlteit
such movernents as the l"estivlil o1'Li.1';ht or the t"ar¡ily ltction
i,lovenrent t,¡oulcì not have rlcvelo¡re11 .

cor!ìl)et j.t,ionr , In l-crch¿r¡r¡,e , Ilo.11 r Lt7?,
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íuì(:l conliinuc(l i-nl'l-uct-lcc.

l'ì l;scntj-ally, tlle clrurcltesr sr.rrvi-v¡11 lral; clepcn<lcrl o¡r -t lreir cai)aci'by t o

vrorþ, v¡itlri¡ 't ltc clr¿.rnt',in/ 1 econor¡ic l; bructttrcs; olÌ Lilc:lr socict.i' t¡cc¡tulie

unless it coulrl llrovir'le, anrl bc scen t'o llc llrovi'cìitl'1 suppor'b - eveu if

only tacit al.rproval - for tlrc e:<j-stLn" t¡orlt orí'ianj-s¿rtions, clecision-

rnaliing lricrarc¡ies, ¡rrocì.uc Lion ::ou Lit-rcl aLttrl , trtos L ir ilrofltt-urt, llorll

relations, then i'L v¡ould ìre li;rei-.1¡.1-o finr-l itscli on a I-Lnb and un¿ì]rl-c

.Lo insist on i'bs ov/n refeví,ì¡ce to l,iiall, socie'by. 'lhaLt cÌoes no-b i;lean tira'L

a churclt j-s ul,LerIy suborrlinaLc t,o tlrc dorlil'l¿rnt socilll sysbern arrrl tliat

it mus't folLorv every economj,c clian¡ie. f b c¡lrt tìtanocuvrc and ¡nodii)' bu'b

i-b coulcl not easily conlront t,l rc rìor¡.i nanl- cblros on any.lundarncntal fcvel.

\'jhaL it lt¿rs 1;enc.lccl Lo rlo r'¡ircnevcr i. l; ìri'.s clr¿ìl-Ìlr,ed, il 't o rc-direct its

enertjy torvarc.l an avenuc v¡lriclr j-t tl¿trl l/eriial)s not lrrcviousl.¡ u'cilisccl.

but rrrhicli v¡oultl sLiII be accc¡rl-¿rblc to LIre lrrcvailin. 1 icleolo¡;y.

f rnentionerl above tlrab llerljerrl-; ¡.rn¿tl-;¡r;is oí' r-eJ-i¡1ion t¡as soc j'olo¡lic¿rl-

but not in tllc i,lar>cis'L tr¿'Lclition. \lhilc he ofJ-ercrt ¿rn illunrineitin.;
'blresis it -l,enclec-l to il1¡ore tì re inrporLant ltoJ-i'Lice.I function tvhj.cLt

reli,gion hacì performer.l in rrta.i ¡rLaj,ninl i clr,.ss ciivisiolrs. I.'<¡r iiarr;l , of

course, Lþa'b :llunc'bion vras ¡riu.t of' l;l rc etjiicnco of rc-l-i,r ,ion - l]e ¡'rnr-l

ln.r,;cIs i:roviclect an rnarlysis of.- llo'.r rcl:i.,r iì-on irorllerì irg O soci¿.il l'orce in

tl¡c in'berest otl tlre ciorrti.tr¡ruL ldcoJ-o,'i' oÍ' a Ilooiet¡-' -tn t'lte Cor'munl3i

iianifesto, ì,larit describcd rcl-it',ioll íìll

rrone of 1-lte flornrs oi' social consciousneliÍi, one of
-bhe c:Ienten l-s of tl Le l;u¡)er.s l.ructure in cl-lrss s;ociet¡rrr .

?4

lini,;e1s ar¡1uecl Llraù

Tìe refemcd,
Utolrian ancl

i.n 'Llie fntrocluc[ion to Ll r<; Ìitr; ,l-iclr IÌr,ii t iorr o i l:iociül-ist:t :

rrreli¡i:i.on c.tclren<1s on 't irc r'li--vcIo1>rrrcn l.; of' 't l'rc l;oci.¿rl-

reLations , on .tlre cl-¡tss L;l-ruc Lt.lrc o fì socic Ly 'clre

exploitin¡ I clasl;cl;... (i-osl-r:r') rc'l-i ,j-on as e.n-le¿Lrls

of blinclinÍi alrcl curbiur; i:lrc irol,ul¡-tl lral;r.;clÍ;.tt' "

Íicicn Llf ic , to lrir-;l-or.i-c¿tl c;.iì1,ìì)1eÍ; of' ìlor'""clre lìn'.lisl;

( 21, ) l,tar)r I( . ;urcl lìn¡,e1s; Ì,' . , On ÌlcIir,Lorr
LerriluaÍies l)t¡bI j.sì rinli llousc , , olicol,',

Íleconcl Inrìiressiot-t, llorej-5rr
'.1(.)t;'/ , p.I .

(:lir) i'rrirl ., 1r.!).
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ilc

lrc,i rr

bor-¡r,' ,oo:l¡;.ic rrr.tcrl rcli,, ,,i<¡lr [.o llttcl, [.lrr:

l;¡.ìv/ t.eIi,r lioul; i.rlclr!-i (tìri l,rr:l,I trl;.j rrrJÌcrrI

"]- oticr. or-r lr:r-í; lr :Ln lrI;rcr-'.

rrrlrl ì,1 ti Iollr>1 ,lr.i-cl,:,1 irlolLl;) r,r:;

rrrì1orc or Icrifi r.ctìot;c ol'f-l;l loo1,fi o.Í' t;ì rc ecolto¡ ricûI
relaLioltr'; ¡rrcvrrj-l:i-n:', i¡r l,,,,iven society'r.l?7

ancl therefore, ¿.,ij lìavin.l no subst¡rntj.¿rI cxisbencr-. apeirb 1ìrom blrosc

relations. ilarr:, in ;. rleurttrin¡. íìt L;¿rcll on Clüitrl.;ii,rnit';r :i.n blre Comrnunis;n

o:1 the Paper llhenl¡;clrer l.:jcoi-r¡'rcirtcr al;í;cr Lcrl l-lra'c l-lrc soci¿il lrrinci j)les
tvlij.ch the clris'L-L¿ur clrurcìrcr; lr¡rrl rlcf.'<:rrr.loLì'l-l rrou¡1hou'l; Iris'bory si-r,r1t1.¡

justifier:l ancl , indee<.1 , lieriilrlc<.1 l.;lre j-rlcas o:i l;lre ru1in,: I class oi ci).cìt

period ancl in l-ìo sense cou.ì-t.l survive on ¿tnly' otl.rer lt¿isis;:

rr'I'he social ¡rrincil;-lcs ol- Cirj-s'ci¿rni L,y .justii'iecì
Ll-re ¡;I¿rvcry of LnLirnril.¡7, ,.1or-i_í'j.ccì tl.re serf(iom of
'Lhe llicl<ll-c .Âr1es anrì cr¡tr;,r11;' ;liiovrr,,,¡ìrctl neceGSti.l.l,¡,
lior'r to r'lefencl 'LÌrc oitPrct;sior-r cifl t.ì rc 1;role-l-arial.,
^1'l,lrou,.-Jrblrcy nrallc ir 1ri. i;if'uI i'ncc over i L. ';.'l-re

soci¡:rl- principlel-; o.l Clu.- lr;Lilinit.T l)rc.îcì) 'b1'Ìc

neccssity of' a mlir-r.; anrl ltn oi)l)fcs:;cd cl¿rss ¡ll-rtl
etI1 tlrcy have 'lor tl:c 1¿r Lter is lì rc rie¡1¡; ,.'risil 'bhc

forrner l'¡il-1 be ch¿rrÌt¿tblc...rrl'll

Cllr j-stian.ity tras tlrtrs , .for ì lar.::, l.lrc to¡.rii'r l;c I of 'bì rc ¡trol-e.bi-ir. j,a L .rncl

a¡r inteltraL part of tl rc dorrrin¿rnccl riìa:i,nl;llir-rcrl irl,' Llro l:our.1eoisie. In
e;<plaiuin¡1 tl-rc r.ì-se ol '1.;ire (llrr j st.i.¡rn rcli:-1j_on, ìrìn::el-s \,/ro'tc

rr... in ¿il-1 cl-ar;scs [;lrcrc Ì/aÍl rìeccÍil;rtril..,' ¡-'. nu¡n]rer
of l)eopl,c r,rlro r.lcl;1nir in,r ', o1' rna l;e¡. j rrl- s¿ìf v¿ì't-iol-Ì, soul ,ì rt
in i'bs stc¿rcl er s¡rir-i l;u¡rl- r;¡rl-viì l;ion, ii consol-a t-ion
in thcir conscioul;nesl; t,o l;¡Lve Uìrciit í'rolrL ut'Ler rlesparir...
\fc lrarcÌl;y ncecl Lo notc t-l:¡rL't Ì¡c r:ri-rjor.ity o,l- tlloso,.rl-ro
rverc pinin¡; for r;uch col-rl;ol¿Lt,ion oÍ' tlrcir. conscj-ousnesc,
lor thj s ll-i11ìr L frorrr [,iirr e:l Lcrlti'r] '.ror"ìcl in bo Lhc in t ernal ,
v.'ere necessarily amot-ì;, [;ì Lc r:llavel;. It iias in -[,] ie nriils't
of bi ris l,,eneri'rl- ccoì'ìor:r:i c, ;roli l;ical, intellcc'bual ancl
nroral <.le Car-icnce l-l r¡-r'L liÌn-isl.ilnit-;' ¡tl.rireitrcri.. rr2ij

(;r0 )

(27 )

(2t,r )

(;¿s )

ibicl., p.llOlì.
rrln sltor.t , tlrc lin¡11i1;Ìr ì-rour-..coir;ic ¡ro,,r lt¿rci -L;o tal-,e ir itar.;
in l:ceirin¡1 cìor'ln LlLt: Ilor.,cr orr.lcrsI, 1;ì re 'pcaLl; producin¡¡
nlass o:f |hc nal;ion, ¡r.rrrl or-t<: oil blic lircans cn,.,1oyecl for
tlrert lrur¡)ose \/aÍ; blre irri1r-rcnco of' reli¡,,iont'., ancì i>.31.2
rrl'lo','1, j.f ever, l;lte i)eoì)1c nrul;t ìte lle:Ìt'L i¡ o¡tler b.',. ntor¿,rl-
nleans, anrì 'i;lic f ir-l.lt antì lorcr¡to:;t ol- al_l_ trlor-¿rl" rrLeiurs, o]l
action u¡-ron tlie tììaí-;serj il; ¿inrt rc¡ìr¿lil-tíi - rcli¡.iion.rl

ibi cl. , l).:ilíJ .

it¡id. , ¡r. i.Ì3.

ibid., ¡r.Íì01ì.
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'l'he UOe Of rel-i,'ion ¿ts A ttol ) t;o t,l lo l)oor, aÍ-i í,ì r"/íl.,/ o.i'rcrli.rCCl-itt,;

Ll rcir r-les1:air Ílo ar! Lo ¿rvo.Ltl over"l; cl¡-rl;l; r/al: l/¿.¡.Í.; LÌic lt;isis for '.¿Lr:l ltltrt

I,in,,clríl íìJ"tLj.-cl rurclr ¡ror;iLì-on ¿rnrl ,l.ctì l-l ic¡ r t,<t Ll re vi.ctr t,licr-b cinco l'cl.i -Lon

,,,r1s bein¡1 ui;crl ¡rs r.t [,oo]- l:.y tl rc eill ,lo.i'LiiI,',, clitílijct; it-t '¡lrc s'trt.t¡',,',Ic l,.aillsL

LLre tvor:kitl¡j r¡asrics, tl ren i. l- r¡rx;t- !¡c rlcsl,rol'ccl . iju'L, iLs c'ìesLruction tvas

no siniple 't asl:; on Lhc conLrir.1,, j. ls rcrrilicncc \/¿-ìc olle ol i-Ls na.jor

cllaracteris-bics. ll¡trx r.leccrj.ìtcrl i't j-n tllc '|ollottitrl , rrai' -

rrI-b is ¿rn olrì ¿rnrl ìrisbor^icalI:¡.esl,¡tbIir.;ì rr.:rl nra;<ir,r 'bl-r¡-'L'l:

obsole'l;c s6ciirl lorce¡.;, uot,rj-tti'.lfi' L;t-i11 j.ti riossession oJ]

alI l-ì re a..1.;triL¡uLes ofl l)oì/cl';tnrl colti,intr-ì.ir,', i;o ve,'''eta'Le
Jonl-, ¡rf te¡ tlrc lr¡.rs.Ls ol 1;l rc:-Lr e):isi'ùence ll:,rs rott-ed eitrsyt
in¿rsr¡ucl.t ¿ìs 1;l tc lrr:ir l; ítro (,u.ìrrollinr, lJ:ìon l;Ìremsel-ves
over [-] rc ilrlierit¡rncc e'¿cu llcfore Ll rc oll-i trtirr¡' notice ì;as
ì-reen ltrintccl ¿rncl tirc i;cl;i,¿uttcttL. rc¡-LtL - i;ir¡,b 't llecc iorccíj
oncc Irore stlrr¡¡ìoll ¿-r]-l tlro.i.r' l; brr:n , L; r l¡c j'o::c: tl ¡eir a, lorl:/ or.

tle¿rblrr l)LtsS lrO¡r i;ìtc rlcf-t--rlsivc to'l,l rc o.li-cnSlve, Clta.llcn,r,.c
insl;e¡rrl of' ,,,ivin¡i rvay, irucl scel: l;c¡ tira'.r i-lre rLost e):'l,rcme

been iru'L iu

In irar;< ancl Iir-t1,,ell;r tlrcor,i,ol' Llrc b¡Lr;r:,1¡irl t,irc l.;u;rcrsi,l-ucturc, Clrristiani'[;'

\,'as J)art o:1 tìrcr [iLU)cr$Lructlrrc ;rnii cor-r1rlr l,irrrref'oi'c, ouÌy'i¡e cÌriut,ccì:-rs

t,ìic eco¡onic baí,ie clt¿'r¡rte(l . .lr-r ot;ì ,cr',,,'orilí.j, ur-rbil'¡l rc cl¿rss rcla'Liorrr;,

r,¡þicþ exist ris ¡rart o.Jì tlrc natrrrc oÍ' [;lri: cii;ì l-ttl,ì-l;c cconor'iic s)rstei,ìt

could be l.'unrìa¡ren't ally lLl-terc<1, bì lr:tr rcl.Lr,,-Lon, irlriclr cílrl onl-y ac'L tr-s iìl-l

inte¡--¡¡.J- element of tllol;c rcl-ir t j-oltr;, c¿rnno L rì,i l;¡tltr,cilr LÌrourilL i.i rliL-,' var¡'

j. Ls funct j.ons i¡ c.le.L;aj.l" . t'o l)rcvcr-r [, i,l ir: ¡r.ccLu.l;ttiort o [' nar::o",' (1o.,,.',a'cistr,

lin¡iels qualificcl Iri¡; conccliL of l-[,c l;¡u;r-: iinrl u]ìc !lì-ti)er!;l-rllcturo rcJ"¡'.tion

l-r¡y sba'LinÍi .blr¡,r'L

rrj-f sor:rcltorly Lvi-l;'Ll; L,i,j-l; irrL;o l;a.¡ilì I'i ¿ii- l-l rc econolrtiC elclrten',
is Llrc only tle't e¡:ln:ì nLn onc, ìtc 'l,ri-ittsforr,ll Llrat ;lro1;osi'úioll
into a tilcirnin,al.cíit-; r lrbutr¡rct, íiclìl.;clcss ,,, rase. 'i'ile eÇonoiric
si'bu¡.it.ion is ti¡e lr¡1.*;irl , ìruL; bl rc: vt.'.rjouÍi cIcìjlcnt'¡; of l-Ì"e sui,er-
strt¡cLurc - ;rolitical í'orl tl; ol' Ll rc cl-asr; r.li:;:tt,',,,1c i',t-tcl i-ts
r-esql- l;l;, Lo r'ri. L: coIIfjl.i l-ittj.oul; cs l.tJll- i-r;;lcti Ì.ti' l,iie v.Lc-1"'oliour:

cl¿ìss ¿¡ l''Ler a liuocoÍ' f.-rtr ll¡l L Llr: , r:tc ' .iu' li"'tt í'orns ¿rrlcì evcrt
tl re rci'Icxeír of itll l-ì rclrc ¡Lc'l,tt¡Ll stru,',,r ,l,cl; in bhe brai.n ol t,ìte

ìr¿pticip¿r¡r l-,:; , poJ. L t j-c1I, .ju¡is Llc , r,,l riloloit[ic¿rÌ t]leories t

re1i,;j.ouli vj-cr/Íl ítn(l 'i:ir<-.j,r. I'rrrtl rcr' ,ìrrvelolrt,,cnb itito systeliìii of
clol it,ia-r; - ¡.rlso e)iCrc.Líle l,l rcj.t. ,ittÍft-tctrcc u¡ron 'c,ic courL;C of '[].re

his t,or.ic¿tl l-itru i,, ,lcr-; ¡ Lrrr I iit r iirrry ci rÍrcs prclroncìcrcLte i.ll tìc l;er¡ninin'-:
thei.r l'ornt . 'I'itcr-c i r: rru ,i.i r i..crcLc1;.i.o]l of ¿ll1 thcsc clenìen -s i]-l
r'¡hiclr .. . 'l-ìre econoltie t,ictvct,tcn'i, lill;r11¡' ¿Ì-i.jÍ.;(lr.Ls i't,s;eli ¡'.1;

necel;siLrY.ttlì L

concluciorìs Jlror:ì preln:Lsc!j r'¡lilcll irarvq\-qnl7
Liuestion ìlu'b ah'c1r-[.)' aort,,"',tttcri. r¡''ìtJ ûot

(3o )

(li1 )

ib:Lit. ,

ibid.,

7>.I?'/ .

¡;1t .','''/4-i:"/5.
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il'lic c:<1tr:rjoncc of' [;ì rr¡ r<:]. j.,: ,,jouli r:rlLrc;rl.j.ott -i ¡;rlttc ,i rt IiouLìr ^husLritl.ilt l,t¡1.','

Í':it; i¡r1;o Ll lal, f'rlrrncrvorl:, irlt,ir()u,ìÌ [,o irci.n<)irI<:ri,, 1c [;J rc coi,t¡rJ-c]: llaLttL't> t¡j'

t;lLe Chrj.st-La¡ cltr-rr.clìci,;, orìc r/orrIrì rre<:cl !<t l:cl-i¡re tl'e l.;lrccil:Lc cJtitr;.tc:t;er.ì-1.;l,i<:L;

O.l r'r¡at ¡ioes to r,¡.Ùl<.1 u1.l a t;ottrl r'c1i,',iour; he¡,ctrtot-t.; ltl a capitalì sL

socioty.

Certain st¿rtisticíìI o.n(-ì oblrcr cvir'ìcncc crt-ì i)e llror-ìtrcerl bo slro''.' tÌ'l¿iL;

riif ieren'[, clrurc]tes see¡li t o su.['J-cr r¡ui l.;c con Lr-.Llrtin,': v¡'.i'i;l'l-ions ir-r cLìurcÌl

attencleince, v¡rlue ¡rrlherence ¿rrlrl rr i; l.; j.tutle forrn¿rtio¡r, anrl l,lrab thosc

variations intlicate tlr¿rt tlic tclrj¡;ti¿rnibyt ol a countr.l', far froni l-tein¿,

trea becl ¿Ìs a nìonoIi Lll j-c ins ti bu Li<>rr, r-ice<,ls t-o Lre ..jeen as ei irar¡1netr.Lcci,

tuaverin¡i, struliíll-Lnji Í,,rouì) ol r.;cparral-e lLlrcl o:|ten arlta¡ionis'bic

el-ernents. IJ' tlrnt ¿rsscnLion ,",¡crc i;o be r¡holl:;' accci)tc.ì tìren iicr:lrs

vierr,' of reliaiion coulcl bc clr¿rIIcl-rr.c(l or-r L;lic lr¿rsis Lha'b such a I r oLU) of

clìurcìles coulcl never or riirel¡¡ ìrc ,i.rrvolvcct :Ltr an;r ço11.lsion (lle i-L

i¡tellectual , ¡rolitic;rI or rsr,.i-rj.tualr) ¿uttl coul-<l no'c be clescrj-Lccì as

¿r tool of exploitation iL¡iainst, 'uhc rvorl',itr;,1 rtasÍlcsr anc.l further, 'birel'L its

survival or clc¡;.brucbion sl rouLd nol; bo sccn irtl .ì.t-I eûscn.LjiaLJ- ars;iecb o.l

tlre transition lrom a cllritrlil;'t- Lc¡ ir soci¿r1is'l- socicl-1,'. 'r'lia'L i';iu''i;icul¿:r

¡ioi¡l- lras recciverl plenty oJ' <ìcl-;it1-e cslrccii'tll;; arnorì, ;Íj i; clrris'Li¿ur ' ar;lists

anrl tlhile those itrJ.iuj-n/i .eor tlrc cotnì)irL;¿tilili.u.), ol (jlrrisl.iani.t,y ar-rrcì ,ar]':iSilì

h¿rve been nurnerically strcn,r;thenin¡ ;, bircir c¿tse lt¿is not been in'Lell-ectuarllJr

convincinfl.

fn orcler to tcst.lar:<rs tltesis on ti-rc func'i.ion ol r-cl-i',ion anc1 , rtr

¿rdcÌition, to cJ-arify 'birc rolc clrrj.sti¿urs pcrceivc :lor tirellselves; in a

capitalist societ¡r, a l¡rief c;:¿u,rj,nation of tlre casc rrl rich l;lre radic¿,11

clryisti¿¡¡rs mal.le foyLlrc co¡rpatabilil"¡¡ bcl-t¡eett i-heir- ilolitical" 'bÌreolo¡; and

iiarxism shoultl ìle uscful. lJ. Ilorrran I)ott.e::, itl a vcry co¡icnt stucìy oî
'l')

'l-he claims o.fl conbem¡rorarr'¡' clrist,ian ra(lical-si'- .idcnLif iecì their
charíìcteristics ¿rs

a.rra ct'i-ticaI cr.p¡troacli to c:li.st.ini I ''csLern insti'butions
anc-l valucsrl

(3ll) Porl,er l/.11.,
stuc.l..,r e¡ l,lre

ContcrnÌror¿u-l/ Uìi::i s I-i¡u'r 1l¿rclio¿rl-il-;l,r; A criiicaJ- stur1.1'

tireoLolia¡rs of ltolrc nt.lcl lillera't iou unirubli sired
PoLi'Lics {lonours tiles;is, ì,'litr,lcrc iJnr'.versit¡,, 7.1)7 b,
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b.rran ¿rr:ìlrerence to Cllrri.r [;irni [,.y. ... vrl'iiclt is tl-tou¡',l.Lt
to l-¡e uIti.rnatcIJ' morc r¡¡rlical blt¡.rrt il¿tt':<-Lsrnrl

c. a v:Let'¡ tll¿rb 'rrtiarxisrn cuts ellf'ectlveli' to the root
of poli.tical re¿ili bJ, ancl uncoverli ¿¡ vi¿rl-r1e alterna'bive'l
ancl finally
d.that rrJesusr lifc a¡cl teachin¡',, ac dcpicted in the
canonical- 1iospels are sìrtnpatlretic to radic¿rl poJ-i'cics
ancì itrcleecl , serve as a morlcl for contelrlJ>or¿iry
revolutionaries. "311

In referrin¡1 to specific political tlreolo¡¡ians such as Jur¿¡en I'1o1';:lartri,

C.lustaro Gutier.rez, Jose MiÍ1uez ljonino, lìubenn Alvcs, i.'aul Lel.rmaln ¿¡:rcì

others, Porter definccl political '|..lreolo;'y i-rs ì:ein¡j

rrcritically avrare of its social lmcl political conte>lt.
In parti.cular, it is tltcc¡Iol'^y r¡hicli acccpts ltlar;crs
inclictnrent of relillion r'rhiclr sorveD as íìn opiu¡n of
the people, ancl theol-o¡;y t'rlricl.r atl-cnlJ:'bs i;o

counteract ilarxrs criticisrir by tlcntoustra'cin¡; the
this-r,vorlclly, concre be .t lrusl; of Clrisbienityrr.34

Moltmann insistecl , quite coryectl.y, that alf tlieolo'y !'üas alr,'rays poJ.ii.ical;
'blr¿rt is, it ei'bl-rer Supllortecl the L;1,¿t't;us quo or j-t clid not' and if it

cìicl not, then ib vras supporbinl. ci r¿ìnllc. llot'rever, ire ancl other raciical

Clristia¡s have clairilecl 'l,lr¿i-l- 0lrris'Lii-r-trit¡r is iroliticall-y biasecl l;orvarcÌs

chan¡¿e v¡hich seetns cr lnuch ¡rorc dubiouri í-r:iscrtion. Ii tlre brief of

Cl-rristianity has been to chan,f,e'bl rc,ro"It.l3ll tlien ¡i lot of traclitiorraf

theolo¡'y has surely seernerì lcss tli¡rn conrnitbcil to i't s ctuty. 'Ihere is uo

(33 )

(34 )

ibid. r PP.87-[)Í-ì.

ibid. r p.11 , rrthis vrorl<ìÌyrr r.c:lcrs Lo Lite rvorlr.l oi here allcì not/r as

distinct from the lvorlcl to co¡,1c.

ibid. , p.13 , ',IJy his cìef ini Lion , (lu tierrez , Iìcans that the tasl :

of theoloÍ,J/ iS a concrete, activc one t1e:.;i-¿;necl bo lransfortir the
worlc|r. Clutierret rs clefiniLion of' thcolo,, Iy' r¡as rrcritical refl-ec'l-ion
on historici-il lrra><isrr , sce (ì . (llr Lierre:2 , 1\ 'I'hcol-or''-y of Liberation
Student 0lris-bj-an Ìiovc¡nenl- I'rcss;, Lonc.iou, L()74 r lì.1-r.
see also, ibicl . r Þ.14, rrl)ra:<il;...con't ¿'Lins... the ¡lo'"rer ol criticis¡l
at v¡ork in transforminr', Ìttu¡a¡r Ìris t,ory ¿incl societ¡' in orcìer to
rnal<e lrum¡rn life rnore lìuiiall.rr, sec llraa'ucn C., Ii sch¡r'Lolol'-./ ¿rnd

Ethics; essavs on Lhe theol-o'ry ¿r¡rcl cbhj.c.'; of 'l-he ;"inftdom of Cod

(35 )

Âugsbur¡1 Prcss, I iinesota, L074 , ¡t.I12,
see alsor''ibid., p.L4, ilTyin¿1; tliis term (i.e. praxis) into the very
definitíon of theoloi-ly stronllly su,.if,;ests that an interpretation of
social reality is rnade prior bo tl re use of arly biblical analysis.rl
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r.ìotrbt l,lr¡r'L t,lrc l j.bcration tltco.l.o¡ ,.i ¡-ur¡; lt¡rve ¡rj'lttotl Lt'¡ bransL'ornr Lìtc

c;lj¡;tinti orcler, ìrut rylrcLlrcr 1;llc.y í.Ire ¡rar'b of'l;lrc rrr¿ritllitre¿rm ltilj'Lor''"'

ofl L;l rclotol,^y ñeeìt!i rloul¡ bjlul l;illcc, IIo [j oIìIy ll.lr] Ll r<:l'c l;cen l-i t;L;lr:

eviclence o:[ suclr ¿ rarJic¿rl hisL;ory, l;ttt; Jesul; ILir¡l;c]-l-, vrl rilc beirt¡,

a I'political rebcl,,3c of sor bs r \'Ias not cluite b¡e raclical r'r¡ich tllo¡;e

contemporeiryrebelsclainranclcartlrarr]lybetreatccl¿rsamodelfor
political action to<l:-rY.

Porter concluclecl that clristiíìn raclic¿rls ulti'rna-Lely fail to lrut a

convincing case for the cornpatability betrveen clrrisbianity and iiar:lisri't

because tþey have not recofinisecl'f.hc <liit'ercnces be.br¡eet-I iiaric alrd sonle

recent Ìiarxists on u¡e role of cl1¡jsLj..rniu¡.17'Lliey h¿rve f¿riler] to acll.r'ere

to a stric'[ theolo¡lical a¡ralys|s of çly|s'bilL¡ity eurcì tlrey have mj-sini;erpreted

Jesusrpolitics!/llentheyal-ternptt'ousehillasalloli1'icalmoclelfora
Ctristian-i,larxist al)proacll to social clian¡;c'

Âs statecl above, Ìiar;i salv relif;ion as ¡rn indication tlrat people lrere

alienated a¡rd 't,herefore unable to aclri'cv<" a trr¡e consciousness' Ìie

ar¡xrecl ttr¿rt its essentially sp j.ri bual na"cure \'/as sirnply a cliversion

from ti-re reality of day-to-c1ay lifc anrì bhirt only rvLren l-hat reality vias

clran¡3ed frorn its existini''., exl)loit¿r.bivc rol-e rroulcì peoi)l-e cease Lo

(3G) ibid. r p.ti5, ,,...Jesus v/as a lrolitical re-Uel r'rlro chalf en¡';ed the

authori'by of Iìoman rule. '.I'lril; r'ras one of'thc reasons for l-ris cieati-i"

DeathbJ¡crucifi;''ionIVaSrescrvecìforcri¡lrinerlsarr<li,iolitical
revolutionaries... 'I'he vicv¡ that Jellus r'ras politjcalll' radical Ìl¿rs

some plausibitiby, althouÍ.,Ì.i t¡c neecl to reco¡.;nise that lris racic¿'ilisnl

is si,qnifican.bly ãiff""ur"rt irorn grat ol rnost conternporary

revolu-bionaries. Incleedt one sus'ilect's th¿rt his r¿rclicali.sm is ¡rt ocicls

lvith that of 'blie Ch¡isti¿in raclicaLs' Ii r'¡e tal"c Jesrts seriously'
he supplies criteria en¿rblini-,; us 'l,o evaluate contenporary political

tlrought.I.IeiSalsosilen'bonmanyareas'¿urclcanrtotbeta]lenas
a comPlete model .rl

(37) ibid. ¡ pp.il4-ti5 ¡ Q.1,. liar>l ¿rr: tuecl l;lraL ClrrÍstiarnity lvas reactionary
and therefore r,'rorl<ecl a¡1ari'ne;b rcvolttt'ionisin¡' tl-re llroletariat' see

l,larx Ii., r.Ihe Comnrunisrn oL' Pzrpcr lÌl'rej.nischer ljeo'oachterr, il-i iiarx i'"

¿urd En¿Ielsl l,',. r on Ileliflion t l'¡.f)4. on tl.re other harncl , many ohristi¿rn-

I,larxists ¿ye muci] rnore syml)¿r'clrctic [,orv¿ir-cls ciirisLianity and, in factt

argue that i'L lt¿rs tnacìe a positivc antl sl;lnificlinb contribu-biotLLo

humanity, see 0Araudy [ì., ;,ar:lisr,r in thc Tv¡en'cietìr Centur;l' Collius
Ilooks, Lonclon I Lg7O, pp.l-02-:l-()3.
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need rel-iÍIion.
.:><t

I't'/lrilc M¡rx Jiranbetl t;lrrtl; rcliÍ!ion ltad, on occaüiol-ls'
lrl¡r.yccl ÍI l)rot irer;s j.ve rol.tl .i ll lìulníìn llis'Lori' ¡ru<[

ex¡loserl tlre inilclorlt.lítc.7 o f.' ¿i1 Lc:¡r¿¡ [;ett r;oc.Lc't y, i' L

ulbinrntcly rcnlaj.tretl Llrc ro¡liunt of.' tlrc lrcoÌ,1-cr.
Âbove aII , i't cleferrecl to an cxternal Leinl I' po\'Jers

v¡hich belon¡1ed 'bo lrlalÌ. 'llhat is Lo E¿{y', Irlan'
¿çç6¡clin¡i to Marxr contírincr-l wlthin hirnseff 'bire

ability to convert his ¿-rlicnatinf! environ¡nen'L into
one tJl-lere his human esscnce could el<presÉl its
crea'bive potêntial , and lnal<c tlre formerly l'ìruesorne
means of exis'Lence - whiclt i-n l-his forrn caused
marlr s reli¡¡ious <lues-L; - ¡l re\'/ardin¡i experience -
thus negatin¡i the need for a reli-¡1ious rluest. On

Marxr s terms, socialisr,l rencr.crs rell¡1ion unnecessaryrr.3S

Thaü vievr, of course, contrasts .['uncÌa:¡enL¿rtl:f tri'bh th¿¡b of Christian

raclicals who arjlue 'blra-b a

nsOci¿rl;is L orclcr. r,vi1I. r ¡ r i,,uâuí:lntee the eiíi)reSSion
of social ancl economic jus1;icc and crluarlity -
irnperatives for Uhrisl-i¿tns. I"urtlrcr. o o. Cluistian
¡larticipation in l.he envisa,r ;ecì net'r socie'by 'rriIl
ensure tlrat it renlai-ns lrtttnau ¿rnd a't 't une':l to
liberatinf.I possibil-i bie¡;'r. 40

IThu$, bire paradox st¿tnds: (lhris.bi¿irr¡; cl¿,Lirninl; 'bo Ìre lil¿:r;lists but, i-n
I

t1ar:lrs ov¡n words, bein,rl conclcrnnerl lor no.l- l;ein¡i polj-l;icü1ly radical .

l,loreover, t¡e clit isti¿ur notion tliät .t irc llin;;riorn ol- [iod rrrarks b]le

ultinate st¿rí.le of human Ìristory il; inconsisl;en1. r'¡itlr tlre l4ar:list vie";

that people v¡ill- strive for a r¡r¡,rìt-¡narlcr pcrfcct socie'by. 'Ihe

cÌy.istian icle¿r o:ll ¿l rparatìisc t is , of coursc, non-pl'rysical- ( i ' e. not

on this earth) vthereas Mar.:<istc; insist 't l'¡¿rt their rclasslessl

society is a non-spiri'bual ¡1oal . Ihe clu'is'l;j.an conce¡rt of ori,çinal

sin is also inconsistent r,vitll thc llar;lis'L cl¡rir,r tlr¿l'L lru¡Lra¡ problems

can be solvecl by eçonotriic an<l rclltcrl ciriLn¡ ic,'; and uot þy ciivine

in'bervention.

(3s )

(3e )

(40 )

Mar>< ancl Iln¡1e1s,

Porterr op. cit.,

ibid. , p.l,Ì4 .

0n IìeIÍ¡ion, oi). cit. ' l¡,4?-.

[¡. f]5 ,
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llhile I'orterrs anal.ysis of blre iruirleciuacy o1- Llre ra<li'c¡rI Christi'an

¡rosition remains convincin¡, the f¿rcb tll¿rt ¡,¡ovrin¡i tn¡nbers of

''clrcoloÍians anrl other Clris Li¿ins lr¡'rvc bccolnc íÌctiveJ-y involveci irt

both sl-rort-tertn and lontl-tcrnr struggl-es a¡lainst conserv¿ìtive antl

reerctionary poli'bical reíIimes, 1.hcn, ',rhether tÌrey call thernselves

PlarxÍsts or not ¿rnd rvhethcr their labellinÂ is correct or not, cloes

not hide their siíluif icance.

porter also aclmj.ts to 'LIrej.r j,rirport¿rnce: thul;, thc follor'ring conclusions

can be macle -'bll¿rt traclitio¡¡rl 'bbcoloÍr^y Lras l-reen conservative and,

by-and-Iarge, thc churches ìlavc, ìris't'orically, becu involved in

defendinf'. ure status cluo; ancl tl'riLl- ti rcir tracìj-tion¿il function hc-s

not been in the interests of the opllressed class. In other vrorcls,

MarxrS thcsis v/as essenbi¿il1y correcL. On tlle other hancl , Solte

church novements ancl some radic¿rl Ljlrristians l"Iave been overt

participants in politically raclical struggles a¡rr-l liave been clearl¡r

rvorl"ing in the interests of tlre o1;i-lrcssctl cl-asses'

/\ curious thoufltr no'b convincinii ilrilumonL can be 1;r'o¡loscd.bhatt far

from bein¡1 coml>atibLe vrith ca¡>ibalisrir, rcf i:,ion iras l¡een and remains

a direct threat to i'bs survivll trnct, j-rtsbeircl , aì-hcj-cln serves as ¿l

necessary prop to the capi'Latj.st s¡.s'betn. 'l'lrc ar'-umcnt can be

advanced 1"hus:

'rcaltitalism is cliaracteriscc.ì b¡, j-ts c'lel]untanisin¡l of
peolrlerby|hc\r¿ìJ¡4inrvìricÌ.iitviolatestirein'be¡lriti'
and clelrth of ttle human s¡riri L ¡-rncl b¡r tlte v/íll'¡s i'l'
brutalises the richncss of humlrn ::el¿rLiousliiirs" '
Capitalisrn cartno-L allovr ¡reo1:le 

"o 
tllinl" too <leeply

about lruma¡r nah:re ancl LIre hunr¿¡n dcs'bir¡'. It needs

facile rnincìs ancl Jllierble ¡rcol>1c ..."4I

0n 'bkre otlter leanr,l ,

'rÏhe rel i¡-'ious minci i.s rìcc|l¡' reflcc'bivc ¿ind av/are of
't he 'irouncì of l-reinl ;. f L tlelvcs benc¿rtll tìre surface
trivia.litics . . . sccl:s Lo rc¡rJ-acc bLre emPtiness ' 

tite
Ioneliness anr.l tlre inhurnanj-ty ol contemporary capitalistlt
r,vith the revolutionayy rrotionl; of' Iove arlcl corrununity' ol

(¿r) patience A., rcapi.Lzrlisrnrri ìleliance on Âtheisnr, un¡rublishecl
paper, Flinclers UniversJ-ty, 

- 
ircìelaicìe , LÐ7i) '
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reconcili¿rtion ancì itcce¡ltancc. TL; l;celll;'tentlerness
anrì rncrcy in thc facc o1l viol-cnce autl lrill;rccl . It
¡rlurubs 'bìre t.lelltl t of bl ìc ìiurrlan c::1 ,crj-encc irt ¡rn ur'r'ient
s;earclr llor Jleacr:. tt4;ì

The conclusion then proferreLl is Lhctt since the reli;iious nind seems out

of sbep v¡ith-blle nature of catrrital ti rcn it nust pofle ¿ì serious tlrea't to

'b¡e capit¿rLÍst J)rocess. l,'urbhcr, crlri.[,a1i-sn tnust rely on atheisl'i íor
't¡e very reason tlrat it is unconccrne'.t t'ritlrbhe l-ru¡lall siriri'b a,rtd thc deell

humart values ancì v¡ould, tlrer:e1'orc, ltc irl rlc to cliscou]'a,.1e people froni

cluestionin¡1 thc d¿riIy r'rorltin¡ ;s oÍ- cai;i'b¿rlisrn.

The capital-a'bhiest reliancr-- tìiesis c¿rn l-re ¿rttaclieci a'b a mrnber of 1)oints.

I-L coulcl be ar¡.;uecl'bhat aLlriestr; lrirvc noL ce¿rsecl bo be essentialJ-v'

reli¡iiouc ancl 'b¡¿it, 'bhereforc, Llrr:;¡ uoulcÌ ìrc unl-iÌ:cIy to frose ally llorc

o.1 a tlrea'b to|[e exis1-i¡¡1 socia.ì- orr]er''l-ìr.i:tt \,/ouftl tllcir ntore over''Ll¡,'

religious counterparl,. ilirccl lìilj.¿Lrle, irt I lristoric¿.ll-philosopÌlical stuciy

o.l -blle nature of reli¡1iott, lvt'o't;c blr¿t

rrthe mociern rriìl"r v¡lro feel-s tli¿r'L irc is non-relir;ious
s:ti11 retains a Ia.rÍ;e stocil ojl cíuîouila';cd I'1J¡'U'ìs a-nd

clef-ieneratccl ritu¿t1s. rr4lì

lJy lnyths, he rncant thosc v¡l-.ich lriìve l)cen t,;ellcrate(-r, tìroui.rll ¡:tovies, l:ooi:S,

occults, psychoar¡alysis at".44 ;lnrt b.y rilu¡rll;, ltc ir.t,'; r-efemi.n¡i to

rra.ryiage feas'bS, birtlrclay llar1;iel;r I'lcr'r..Ycar les'uiv¿-.1s, .job ¿Ind ìÌour'{)

celebrations, \'Jeclclin¡i initiat;ions ctc."-'

rrln sltort, tlre rirajor.Lty oÍ' trten rr,'ithout reli,;-iionr stiII
lroIcl'bo pseuclo-r'el-illions ¿rttrl tlor;enerate(l l,Ly b1toto,,t"".
There j.s rtothin¿1 surirris;in¡1 iri 'Liiisr for, as \/e sa\'/t
prof'ane rûan j.s the cìcsccndcn[- of honto-relj-';iosus and

he cannot vri¡:e out his o'r¡t't llistory - thltt il-;, the
beh¿rviour of his reli,iiious íutcesl,or'S "'rlrich 

has macìe l-rim

(tz.)

(aa ¡

(44)

(¿L;)

it¡id.r p.1.

Illiade ì1. ,
a llarvest JJooli, I'lctv Yorll' l-f)!;1)r lif¡.il)4-'¿Os.

ibid. r pl).,lOll-t2OB.

ibid., p.íì05.

'-il"re Sacred anrl tlre j.)ro.i¿r.tre :'Llre n¡:.'Lure of reli¡,,iont
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r'¡ha L Ìrc: is t-orlily . 'l'lril; .i.s til1 't lrr: rn<¡r.er Lr.uc l-rccausc
a i ircí-Il, ¡rart of' lrir; c;:j r;1,c.:nr>e j.¡; l'crl lry j.r,r¡rulscr.; l-l r¿Lt;

cotnc to lrinr ['roll [,lrt: rlc¡,1;lrr; oll' lr j l; lrcirr,,,, f'r<>rrr t] rc ,ronc
th¿rt; Ìr¡u,¡ l'¡ecn c¿rLl-crl 1;lrt: tutlcorurc.Loullr . i\ lrtrrel-.y ru't-io¡r¡.rl-
rrlan ii; an ¿rbl;Lractj.otr; Jrc ll; rrr:vr:r l'ouutrl j.n re¡rl- filc.
livcry lìurlitlt l¡citr, , .Ll; ri¡írrlc: r.llr .¡l; o¡loo of ' lr.i.s conÍ.;c.louii
¿rctivi b.y ¿urrl hi L; irr.a t j.on¿r1 <-':li-rcr.-i c¡-ìccs . llo',v, the
contents ancl structurcs of blre urrconscious e>:hibit
astonj.shinJl r;irnil-¿rrj tie¡; to r:rytlrolo;;ica1 ì-rla,';es anc'l
fig¡Jres . .. l;he unconscj.ou',; o.Ílfer:i lrlrn (i.e. rnan)
solutions for. thc clifficulLj,es ol his o'..rr life, and in
't his way pl;-¡¡,s tlre role of rcli¡1ion, for l¡efore rnakin¡;
an e>¡istence a creal,or of v¡rlues, reli,'1ion ensures iLs
inte¡'¡í by. rr40

i'lhether tl-rat ar¡1umen'b is crediì.llc or no'ü, 'Lircrc ar.e otl'rer rnore Lìircct r,,'¿ç'g

in t'¡hicl-r tlle rcapital-¿rtlLeis l; reli¡urcc I tÌrcor;¡ cerl be ex¡rosecl . I't, ]-i¿ls

misunciers'üoocl lio';¡ capì-talism r'¿orlçs; i'c lias í:r \/rolì1,, concctr;tion of llo\/

Peo¡i1e thj.nll ¿urr.l act; ancì it is ba.<ì1¡¡ .Lnforrncrl aborrL bobll tlre r.eli;;ious
¿rnd the ¡rtlreist rrlincl .

Ileal-infi tvÍth those ì)oirÌ'Us in ordcr; i'b sees cil1li"ü.rl-isr,l ¿rs bein,ri ar systern

run by an al1-por,'¡crfu1 , utterly ovcrr'¡irel-nin¡, rulin,', class virich func'bions
by usin3 and ¿rbusin¡; peo¡rlc in a l,rocr:r;l; ol ¿rl:sofr-rLe rnerniijul¿r'l-ion. 'rh¿'.t

i.s an incomect ;rnerlysis of capi't alÌsl;r. i,'at" frol,t bein-, absolute corr'i:rol-ler.s,

tfre ru1inÍl clasn lras T¡een consl-o.n1;Iy crl,,r,t:1ccì in iì :itr.ui!,rlle to ¡n¿rinbiiin i'i.s

lrosition of inf lucnce and tl'rcr i; s ¡ps,r;, ';1c, in .i'arct, iro.t; Ì)roclucccl ¿Ì

t,lemonstr abl¡' yolotÍle histor¡..

Coup1erl r,vith th¡rt sta'Lic, nronolitl ric treatncr-¡t ol cairir¿a1i"n.,, it also
propounds a vievr of peoplc v¡lliclr cieni<ls tJ-ierr any aut-l..ority or ir-rdc¡rcncLence

\'lhiIe one maJr arllue ¿rbout the rcl¿rLive .[recclol.n. A¡rrl autonorn¡'r,,¡iricl-r ireol-rle

have, one can only blindly observc tlrern iìs lìavin,r'i rlone of eitìrer. ireopl-e

have no'L been as pliable ¿rnrl ¿rs {'ac:il-c ¿-,s I'¿rtiencc lrsscrLc; the;r. ì-rcLve

been en,lalied in nany ba'Ltlcs on rnan;'lcvr:fs in thcj-r lj-fe-birnc s't r.u;_;.,les

bo achicve various jioals. IL is L,oo sj-r,¡;1j-sLic incÌ ;;lì-b to cìcn¡r.l;l1s

realities of bhose b¿r'b'LÌes whj,clr lri..ve nci'i;!rcr been alr'rays l'ron by 1.1-ic

rulin¡, class nor lt¿rve they alvrql¡s bccn <lcllulnanisin ,.

Ílo to the third lroin'b: it is supcr".lici¡-l- to re¡4arcl l;hc rel-iltious r:i;rd as

a clearly definable enl;:Lty. Â rcl-j-.,i-ous nrinrl doet not necesselri-I1.' c1o

a1I tha'L lt¿rs |reen abbril-rul-cc.l to j.t - l l)er$onrr; rcli¡;iosity is no'[, a

(¡c) iui¿., p.:2o1.
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concisc, common ctuality. ft rÌì¿ìy ire blu.e¿itenj-1t,,' to ccqlitalism v/llen it focuses

on alternative syßt-;e¡nr.¡ of'poIil;i.c¿rl c¡rjr¿ruir¡¿rLion (ers Ilarty of'l,lle m¡r:<isl:

priesLs in the'Ihird \'Jorlrl lurve) ì.¡uL it ca¡t ¿rlso be a ¡'¡eat defendcr of

ca¡ritallsm v¡Llen j.'L supports Hre st;ltt-us c1uo, ¡,reaches-; Lire lroraliLy of' 'I,ì-re

ruling class ¿urcl concen'Lra'l,es onl.y cl'utlef.y (¿¡s j-b o:ii-en hats) onthe cleep

issues of human existence. l'u[, ano'l;lrer t,'zr¡', it is s]ral-Io'"v to insis'c'Lhat

reli¿1ion is inco¡llaLit¡1e vri'Lìr cl¡iit:-rlisln - clearly i'b c¡rn be su¡rpor''cive,

thougtr it, occcrsionally, ltas not, ì.rcerl .

I,'ourthly, the ¿rtheisln ¡rs cle:;cl:iLc.11 ¿rlso L;u:i'jlcrs f'rol¡t L.,ein¿ -Loo bairal

to be caparble of' understa¡iclin.'l 'l-ltc esl;cnce ol its llosition. li'uìreis'bs heive

been ancl still ¿trc concernerl r,¡-il-1 i,1cc1r lrurnatn valuel;; they <ìo c.leal'"¡il;l-i

tjie funcl¿unental problcnrs o]l our c::i,sLcncc ¿u'icl Lo rrille thcrrr off ars silrpl;r

bearin¡1 "irreli¡1ious icìeol-o,'-,ies ol .tÌre l¡our',cois o:-'cicr'"47 is to tlo tl reliL

an injus'bice. Tìrey liave l;ou¡,ì rb ¿ins','rcl's [.o 'b] ie s¿¡.t¡lc rrevol-utionarJ/ notiousl

v¡ith v¿hich reli¡lios ltlìvc l,,ral¡1.¡lcrl rutcJ ti ,eir ìroIi l;ics ll¿is olten, ì-ncleccì,

usually been uncon.forbal¡Ie for thc rr,rl-ìn,'; clrl;s. 'l'ltuõ, in no sc'nse, sìloulrt

a'L¡eisn be seen as 1>rovirìin¡;;r ¡ìcccsíjil.r;v ¡lro¡,-t o'blre ceLilit¿ilist s¡'ste;r.

'llhe rcapital-a'LlreisL rel-iiurccr Hrr:si¡; llouuile::s ou i.cs basic error oí-

cÌescril¡in¡,¡ ccrpi'bo.lisrn ¡rs ¡n ¿r-lrj.stor i-c¿11 i.r i¡;osi biou, iru1r1 ,et't ererl i-;¡' 'blre

rulj-ng class, ancl involverl in tÌre ¡rrjrrc ol-r.jccbive oi deìrasin¡', ireoillc so

tlra'b ttrey r',riII be conrpletelJ/lrrc-occuirì.<:ii r'iìtlr Lllc ¡;o-c¿rlledrrsurflicc
1t, ,

triviali'Lies"'''" of l-ifc. Âli i.nrtic¡-rbec[ Lrì]ovc, thaL is e i!ross con.iul;ion of

lrorv capit¿rlism r.¿orl;s, anil rrorr;c, i t, lrí,l,Ll j-,.,troretì i,ì rc sinl,le ntos.'r vi L;a.I

ac'Livity of thc capi'brrli.s'1. llroces¡.; , clust; l;'l-r'uÍ;l ,f e - i. e. tlre cìt,¡'- Lo-cial¡,' ,

rl,;ur.facerbattles corrclucterl at r,rorlr i'in(l ¿rt lror;t<-'tvhiclr lrlve been in'ce-ral-
-bo't l¡e'botal func't ion of'caltiLaLil;rrr. l/lrctr tìrcse itlnr.lat;tell'cal arsl;ecLs oi-

tlrc capitalisb systenl ure noLerl, Lirer.c is r-to cirancc ti ;art jucl¡,elneul-s sucl'r

as tltOSe rnacle by l'¿rtience c¿ttr bc l;t.tl-;'blii.trc<1 . ln íìac'1,, lris clollratic

assertions arc no norc convincinl; 'Lliiin lrrc tlrosc i¡l riclr tllc rac.l.ic¡rI

tireoÌo¡1Íurs l,rallc anrl inclecrì, l-lc.¡tì r L;l icj.r' cl-l'otlcou[; iu' ,ulrclf i;s ou¡;1rt 'l;o

rerni¡{ blee politj.caL ¿rnaly.; L o f- L;l rc lritf rills invol'¡crl ill ovet-Í.'eucralisirL,.,

about iî'outr)s of 1reg1-¡ls.

(¿l ) Paticnce , o¡r. ci b. , p . J- .

(4il ) ibicl. ¡ p.1 .
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'r'hcrefore tiavin;l ¿rccelrted 'Lh¡rt cìr:'istirurs c¿u'urot 'uc cxclusively l¡ul;i;crerl

i¡r'i;o ej.blrer 'l-lre r¿rclic¿¡l or Llrr: conserva't,j.vo cíurrl)¡ otlcj neecls 'co 'breal; tÌie
i:jouth Âur:trali¿-rr-r exllcricncc t¡j.[,lr r.Lorc s¡recilj-ci[,.y. 'I'l'rere is no clouì;i.

L;lrat our cionrinan'L;'t lleoloÍlians lrrvc l-¡cen ¿rncl ¿rre still- bein¡1 overt¡irelnrin: :lj
LtaclibÍonal and tliart, as far as bl rc clrurclir:s invoLvcci inthe reli-¡lior-rs

education puslr vrcre concernecl, l-lrcir r;ra.jor ini:cn'i; \t¿rs conserv¿:"tive. ,\ncl

rvliilst thcre ¿'rre obvious cìiff.erenccs l¡c'L;r'¡een Lhc 1,rot¿il;onist ciru::cires,
'bhose differenccs h¿rve 'Lenrlccl 'l-o l¡e rìerii)hcr.iL r¿rbÌrer than J-:roîouncì. li.'he¡r

are the sort of variations r¡ìricli r.lo not chüllcnlle,rar;lrs basic Lhresis

but sirnply inclicir1"e tltnl, reIi,.,ioul; insLitu'i-ior-Ìs c):l)er,Lence I',j.storic¿'.1

fluc'buations in.blte sanre vay tlral- o'l"l rcr r;oci¿rl- anr.1 lroli'l-icaI institubions
¿rIso su.lfer varyinrl rlj-nor inîl-ucnccí-i o\.¡cr t-ir rc.

'llho¡;e cl iatn.1,;es lr¿tve rarcly bcen f'unrl¿r:'rcn't"¡.rI ¡-in<l rrh-Lle t-Ìre¡, ¡n"U rcprescnt
si.rlnifican'b ¿rncl even ì)ro¿l'¡cssivc clroir,.e, thcl'r,ihoul-cl Ìre l-ocatecl firnrl¡¡ in
the'botal history of a cht¡rclr ¿r.nd noL be ¡;iven tiie sort of distortecì
emphasis l'¡hich ¡rropa¡lertes ¡nislc¿r<li.n¡ i vie,,rs oi Llrc role riirich ciiurcires
pf¡ry. An exa:nple of this clistort.i-orr, of'ben born ol a lrublic rel¿rtions
exercise v/as eì recent Callup O1l inion 1)oIl on ÌlcLi. ,-Lon ir-r Alneric¿r

4,-)
',.'irich

atternptecl to r.lemonstrate [,he breatLth oI a r-eccnL; rcli,;ioLrs reviva]- in
tl-ie Unitecl States. \/lrile sornc ¡lrblic o1.;-i,nion survej¡Íi on reli¡,.ì-on ir¿,-ve been

conducted in Ausbralia, the.;, 1,¿'r'u." teltrlecl to l-¡.rcii 'LÌrc r,lctail ',¡iricil lrr,rcric€rr

surveys l.rave liacl and, rnoreover, iliLvc 1¿rcl:eci ¿-,¡r lricl-orical clirnetrsion. '.1'ire

Anerica¡r surveys cleal botl'r v¡i'blr Lraditional r'cli; ,ions and irith 'i:ìic varj-olts

experentj-al rsecbsr; tliey also corìrl)arc rcli'1ious alllil-i¿Lt,ion anc', ¿rL'Li.1-uclc:

over time. On't lle o'LIrer. lrand,'Llrc./rur;l,r¿rlilrtt survcy¡l l:rave'Lendecl..bo l:e r:

¡rri>ltrrre of ri,ior¡;an 
Ckr1lu1 ,r cluel;Lionr; ¿rnrì Uensus sta-l-.ì-siics, r'rlri-cì.r h¿is irc¿urt

tllat they concentratc rnainly on tctiionrl væj-¡-rtions ¡rncì one-t'rord/1.gs-1-re

eulsr'/ers. A'btern¡lts have been lnadc 'Lo analyl,;e tirc Ucnsuc infor¡naLion j-rr

¡¡:eater clepth (no'bably b¡, ,ìol)';() ,,rlri1. sorì1c ol-l ier r;urve;'s b¡. ianllnl-1

(ao¡

(t,o ¡

lìeliilion in Âmerica. 'L'Ìrc (lallulr Opinion lnde:1, I977-L)7al llel)orì; tio.'.L¿j5. ¡

l'1oI II., rlle1i¡¡ion, occul¡a1-ion
analysis of the 190G censusr,
Decembor , 1"97L.

:.rnci crluciiLion in Àustrali¿l: aIì
Arrs Lraliatl ()s¿11' .Lcr1..,t , Vo1.43, lJo.zi,

(tj1 ) Ba¡ks lì. , I I'he 'lìelil.ion in Australialstrrvey: shif tin¡; i:,r;'bitucics
tov¡a¡:ds cÌrristi¿urity t, In [.crcì r VoI.2 , llo .4, 1l)7O.
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í,ìn(l t'lilson t"ì l',rr..r" beelr seriouc socioloi;icctl cturlic¡s l,ut'Llre rcs'[,

l'rave either been restrictecì to scìroo1 cÌriLcìrcnrs aL;titucles to reli¡ious
instruction (e¡{. Jilaclirlj3 ltoul,rtonlj4) or l.ritvc ìreen denonrinational

exercises, usuaJ.ly conclucbed il.¡ tirncs ol menl¡erslriir cìecline (er;. Unitin¡,
l;tl

Church, L97ô)."-

The Americ¿ìn surveys, bÌrcrefore, not only provide :,rore cotnitreirensive

information l¡ut, in a<ldition, en¿rl¡Ic sorrre roLr,'iir cot,rirar:Lsons to be lr¿tclc

l.retrveen the tr'¡o counL;rie$. '.l.'lte ¡nosL rcccnt sucl r l'ol-I , bal<en over tìre years

I977-{J, tnade tlre .t'o1lor,rin¡; cl-iscoverics. Tnitiall;', it uo'bed se¿rson¿rl

lluctr-¡ations irì chur.cli atLend¿urcc rlur.Lr-r,,1-9'77 anc.i iouncl thab i'l; v¿Lriecl

b¡r ¡p to 7')i from 4li,j ir-r Â1.,r.i.Ì.1;(; 'J'hc c-.>lilL.rna'bion ','ia¡; restri.ctecì to

purely reli¡1ious reasons - i.c. tluri.rr; , LcnL, cLtten,.iatrces incr"u.=.,.1 .l''l
Later, annual l)ercenLaílcs ì.'/cr.e cr.il-cr-r-l-ll,crl r,¡l ,ic1r Ieil t;o 'cl:e conclusiol-l

that rrfor the :lirst 'bilie 1n nci.trl¡. '1,'.ro cleclitics, .!rì ul)turn ic recortìec'[

in ctrurcl'r attencì¿rncu".!i[ì '],\'ro o'Llrcr concl-tx;i.ons itrr:iveci a'1, tvere 'bh¿'.t

(5,2) Uilson J.L.*I . (e<] ), r0lrurclrl ,,oin,, ,, irr Aul;traliiLr,
$.!þ!¡1, vol .i12, lJo.,'l , :tl)llÍ1.

Curren'b Â,f'fnir',':

(53) Blarclt Â.!/. r r^l,n inves Li,',,iLL;iou :i.nto 1ru1;iIrs iLLtitur,les to reli..ious
instructi-on in I'ler'¡ Sjoutlr l'.ral-cs l;econcìLry scl-roolstr At"'lr"oli-
Journal- of Iiduc¿rtion , VoJ-.11ì , .Iutte , L97().

(S¿) nouls-bon J.1".C., ri\tbi'Lucir:s o.f cr r;airr1'rlc o.[' r;clrior s'buclen'i;s 'l,o

reli¡1ious instruc Lion in r)uccnslir-nrL sr'c¿'.i:c hi,;ì r scitoolsr , Journ:rl
of Christian litluc¿rtion

see 'L'lte ArlvcrLiser, June ll, ,1.07ljr 1-,. Í).

Re1if¿ion in America, o¡r.ci'b., Þ.1, - hardly a signíficant variation!

ibicl ., 11 .1.

(si:) ibid. r pÌj.','.,2:'.

, 1rit1 ,crÍ !,3 , ÍJcp1;er;iber' , .Lt75.

(55 )

(L,c)

(ti7 )

Decllov.0c't.ijci.;.lt,tt¡-;..Iu1.Jun.', i.ìf .r iìl- .I'eb.Ja¡r,llonth
/-li,431r)tl'3tl244tl,14,14-/474L1; Attencìance

IgT tiIa75r97CI rìr-fìlfluO1{) 5i):i- i) 5f ,1-'Jl'7L 9ll(i195t,lYear
4',::40/1 'l/,ii47/ll)4t,4':);i Âttend¿rnce
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r-leln¿rncls v¡hich lr¿rcl occul:recl r.rnrl , ir'Lr:o, míìn.)' of' 'bÌre cìrarr, 1es in tlic tyT;e

ol-'relj..,lion tvlric:lr lìí,r(l l)ccc)r,rc [,ol)r¡.lir.r'. l,'or c;:lrrir.l ,-Lo, l;i lc cL'llccb oj'

lri,:Jr unenU)l-o,yrncIrt, artrl csl rr:ci.lL-l J-¡v.',,or.rtlr ur-rclrlì)l.oyr:tent, t;lre incre;rscrl

l¡rcclran:Lsation o.t' job rilliIls, anrl tljc :,1.c¿ìl.er e<.luc¿,Lion¿rl- level-s ¿rtl-iiinet.i

Ìt.y more and l¡ìoro pcotr)l.e¡ lì,1.)J/ t¡cI1 l,;c linl rcrl vi.bll tì:e sur:je of i.nte::,cl;'i;

ir-t sucll reLiliions as l,'íriLì ) Iloírfjn,,, '.1,'r¡ursccndentí..1 llciìi'bation, 'lo,',t .,
'bhe Oharismatic l,loverirent, t4yst:ici¡rii ;Lncl otller l'lasrtern lìc1iijlons.Ù'l 'flie

1Ì7 nlil-Iion people ltlìo i)Lìr'bic j.r:¡iLcr,l in 1;lros;c e;:1rerì cnt.ial , frin,i;e
reli¡5ious lnovernentE; vroulcl unrloul;'t-c;r.ll.y 1;e vcr-" rìj.f'"orent fron tì-re 30

nril-l-ion r'¡l'ro v¡cre involvec.l in 't;lrc lrorc l-r';r.rii bion¿rl- clrurches ¿rl b.liou..ìt no

rllch (ìiÉt'l-inction \\f¿ìs ¿l b belrr¡.;tcrl in -Ll i<: r-ilrllu| S.r"rr"y. 
('3

lnstead, it nobecl th¿r'b tl)e I)eoplr: ,,'¿Ìro l'. l,tenrled cl'urcir, r'rìro plercec.ì i-r

¡lreater inriror.l;ance on relirlj.on lin<l vr] ro Leficvccl tlr¿rt its influerìce on

American life r,¿as increasirtri, tcnrir:d Lo.be over-r.cl.)r'escntecl iìnoniist,

non-wlrites, \',¡onìen, tlre o1rì, 'Ll'ie ¡roor, tltose r,,'l ro l-ivecì in sma"Il ancì

especiaÌ1y rural conlnìuni'bics , ¿inc.t t llor;c in i;l'le Sor-r t,ì¡ern and l,lici-We¡;'l:
ßA

i.itates. - ' 'I'Ìrerc ',',¡¿ì$ no erL[;elìr1rt. [.o c>:;,1ir.i ri ì.ri r.)/ 1]i ioÍ-io r;roltl)s ricre

dis¡rroportion¿rLely re¡rr.c¡;t¡rrt;crl. Cr:r. l,iLinly, l,l tcrc r,.re si,.nificani;
observations v/lrj-ch coufrl bc r:ì¿t(lc:;ìroul- tltor;c,,1rorÌl )ii - tì re./ ar€r',,r1'[1 tol.r¡

e>lception, tnet,rbers of tlre olrlrrcss(:11 clí.ì..iij (in the 1,1¿u'>r.Ls't sense) a.nrì, as

tve11, tl-reÍr c:r'ue¡;orics fre<1ucnt13,, ovcrlap. l,'or e><¡r¡ ri)l-e , l,Jo)ìcn bencl i,o i-re ,

as iì groul)r mucl I l)oorer''bli;,rr¡ rnc.'n, ;iir rlo norì-\/lli'Lcr: trlren cornlr¿ri'crl',¡,i-tlr r¡l';ites.
ln erddi.tion, tlrey all tenrì 1;r-¡ rcì)fcscnL l-lrol;<: t,,roui,s l.'lrj-cìr have hc¡r,i bhe

hi;:1hest unenrlrlo.yritetrt ratc, tl-rc 1c;ilsb ¿-ìtitounI oÍì sclroolin¡1 iìl'r(] 'Uhe Ìiìosl-

(oz) J.Ì.,ir.1. , ¡r.íÌ. Lo
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(63 ) il¡id. ¡ D.?. Onc oll tl re rcír..ionrj f'or 1.lre uÌ)sur';e in in'beresL irì these
cults is tl'r¡lt they have ii,l, lcri t;Ìte ,,cri,, lef L lri. trtrlitional sec.ijs,
j-n cotrcenbra'bin¡1 on r$l r jrituirlt r,i¡rbtcrrr;. The trirditiona.f clturciles
havinl, l¡ccone ¡-Írore irlt,ent on sociûl n¿rl.;ters in 1,1 ieir attem¡it r;o

lvin foIlor'¿ers lrave, :in ['ac'l-, nc,,Icc'uerl r;] r¡-rt s()erìì!; 't-o be an ir¡r;or.i;anb
attraction cspeciaf Iy for .youn,r i)colrlcr j- . c. r,lte I in¡rer peace | , tire
mystery oll the lrunran cssctlcc, t-) rc r.rlt¡rr; ar¡ 1?t(lues'l-ions.
N.lJ. Tlre lìeIi¡i:i.ous Iir-luc¿ition courÍl(l ìt¿is attenrl.r t-cd .bo ofler soi-iie
satisfaction in tlral, rcr;i.,ec'1 .

( 64 ) ibi cl . r t)l) . LL -Li, ,iaa, .
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rne¡t:¡ .-tl .'jobS. ì,'lll:i lr.r 'hl reÍi() vf(-.I'c nOVel: Cíltlv(t;ìl;r:rl ítl; ( j)il).1.¡ìní,t1.:i-Onl;

lri:il ter inL;crcl;t.i.n rcI.if,,jott tìj. l;¡,-ì1r,7<.:rl lr¡7 l,i roÍl(: lJ''ollì)iir [;ìrcy (ì()

ríì[,] ter s;nut,,]_y v¡iL.l I l4ar;<rl.; tlrecili [;i rirL Llrc oJ')r)Ì-cí.;Íìo(l c]¡Ll;L;1;<:rtti

rc-ì-:l¡lion íìS [) rrìcans oll copiìr1 , \'ri.t,ì r tl'cj-r rill,'/-l,o-rLit¡¡, iLI'<ltloltÍ;,

taslis.

Jor

r'i t.

l;o

l.l ,c-.

l^c.l-l,t-ln

¿rl- ì- r:rri i l;:i.lt,,

'JJhus, v¡l-riIe the resul-ts oJ.' i-l lc s;urvc)' rÌ1rl incl:Lcatc t:'i-tlor season¿ll

fluctuations, so¡ne varia'bionli over bir,re ¿rncl sore nj.norbrendE .bot¡¿',rr-1s

nerr ancl oLcl r-e1í¡1ions, tkre anal.lrr-iis of l-hc clrani-;cr; !/¿:ls cluiLe inaclctlu¿r'be.

rn acìclition, tlre resul ts r¡ere Íìl-so rìean l' Lo i r¡|l-)' th¿¡"1 Jlund¿g'ren i-al

r.e1i¡¡ious chanljcs arc ha¡r¡renin¡ ,, itr 'ulrc lJnj t,cci [jtat-cs ri¡,1 rt tror'i. "iri-1e

'Lllcr'L argument ¡¿¡y Lle ìt¿rrr.l 'bo l;ur';l;¿rj.n in ¿ìny es€lenL,i¡'1 senscr never'cl',elessr

it cannot be cli-sltissctl a,¡; ins j: ,n j .[.Lc¡-rtrt.

lìearing in mincl the in-buil'b j.¡r¡rccur¿rcics o1ì blr¿r't 11,¡re of survey (e.:.

sarnrple s j.ze, rrretho<j of rlues'L;ionirr,i, in l-erltre.L¿r'bion ol ans\ters e.t c. ) , ii
'blie fincìinlls \,/ct:e Lo be atcceirtcrl thcn tl tc n<-'et.l retritilts 't o proile rrtt-tclr

tleeirer to {iscover jur;L; r'rhy lreo¡.lJ-c r'rere [,urnj-ul( tor'¡arrl reli;,;iori. .1incl

L}rert -basil v¡oul-cl re(lu1re arl ¿rn¿r.]t¡sjis r:rorc si;ccilic l;lran r'¡as rlarde ,ly Iiar;;

¿rl-thouÍih Iris Ie¿rcl in notin¡i tl re l-lnl ;. ìre [-vre:cn Ll're <-'conor¡ic lristor;' oi n

people ancl tlreir reli¡1iouc j.nst;ittrtions cortl-r-l l¡e i'ol-Io"vecl . I,Iy

iln¡necliate concern j.s not l,¡lieblrcr r\lìcric.-r lr¿rs been c;t¡lericncin¡! a

reJ-igious revivítl or uot, buL, ltorr L;lre e>lisl,inl', sl-ate of reli¡iion in

Aus'bralia ca-n be ex¡:J-ainerì in'Lcr-lns of'ou:: cconol;tic hlstor.y atrd trÌrei;Ì.ier

'blre census ancl survey statistics;, J-cgislartive changes a¡r-l educatiou¿rl

ancl social Ceveloprnents v"rlrich relal;c to rcli¡iictuo liolibics could be

anal-ysecl in a vrary which nei'l,ller l-irc above tlü1-lu¡r O¡r-i.uion Incle:;, tror,

iricteedr rrry of tlle Âusbralian ¡to11s ìtavc yc'b l¡een s;crj-ous1.)' e>l¿urtine.ì.

One stucì;¡ r'rhj.cli tvcnt closc to ltnrllyl;inr, reI j.:lion irr cconolnic ter;rr:; itt

/ius'LraIi¿i l¡as nraclc l.ry lioJ- jn 'L')7 I r¡lrr:ti ite cl"oss -'i;¿rbltl-ate cl rel-i.rj-ont
ul)

occupation anrl cr,luca't ion l-:y usi.n; rlat-a j'ro; I Lllc 1!iL-rtr o€rlsus. ;-ìut,

r.rl..iIe some oi' tlrc-. finrlinl ,,s n¡,rlrc: j rri;er-ct't-iu, r'eaclir't , [,ì re anal¡'sis 1¿icilc

any his'boric¿r] rlir;re¡sion a-¡rrl , t;lrc-.1:.cf'orc, iI, i¡r,LIs l,o 1;rovirle arn¡' c;11 .:1a:-ri:.'cion

o:f' r,rhy certain rlenomi.n¿rtions ¡rrc over-rcl)rcsr:utcr.l itr ccrtait-r joi-r carLei;ories

($5) i,lol- It. , o¡.rci.t. .
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or v/lìetlrer [:l rc prcl;cnl. .irrrl.,irll.rnc:c: ¿rltl;tyl; c.l;'.j r;tc,l. Ilo strr:]r lrist;or.Lc¿-tl-l-y-

l¡irsecl reseírclì lral; lleen rlon<; i.tr Aus1.r'aI.i.¡,r. llol/everr one Australi-rn

1>iri.Iosophcr t,¡¡o rlid ¿rt'berltltt to Jili¡cc /'rulLrali¿ru::elj-¡;ion in sotlte hj.s'¿oricaL

perspective, irltl'rou¡ilr ìre neiLìicr ul;cr.l sb¡r'bisbical. it-rforn¿rtion nor .ìn

adequate econonti.c anzrlysis, ',,Jr!; Iìiclrarrì Cau,rllìle11 . In a short article

in 1.9776ô he ¡nacle ten observ¿r,t,ions o'l our relil¡iolii.Ly. The first r¡as

that

rrAus-bralian reliliion ll¿lc no L j',enerí.ltecl
ancl contittu¿rl iu t;ell.ectu¿rI 'br¿lrìi tion. I'

¡r sntrstantial
¿7

I'he eviclence Lh¿rt lre offererl r'¡crs l-1r¿rt no scrious s'Lucly of reli¡.,i-on Ìr¡-cl

ever been car¡:ied orrl; in ÂusLr.al-i¡'.ir tlr¡ivci:r;ities, 'cha'L there ìrad tlever

l:ee¡ any [reat tlreol-o¡iic¿rl col]-e,,,cr; lrttl; ¿I concen[,r¿-rl;ion itrsteac-ì on the

vocational trainin¡1 of' tlrc cler^l :y, ¡u-trì tlriit until recentl¡'' tl're cì'rurclres

fiad T:een importin¡i tlteir 'l-lreolol ,ilr-ns.

Seconclly, our reli¡1ion heici ahrqys l:een rrcler:lvatit.".b0 I'or e,'<anì)le, the

:latholics hacl been donlinabecl ir¡, ,,.tr frislr ini'l-rrencc (ar.ncì rnore reccntl¡¡,

i¡fl-uencecl þy tl-re Itarlia¡s), tlrc /rn¡1J-i.c¿:¡-ns s'cil-l- oi¡er¿rtecl under tÌ'e labelt
rCÌ-rurch of Englanrlr, the llcottisì ' ínlLuelìce '.ias si.,ill stron;'], ¿ulloni;s'ri

Irresbyterians, ¿rl-1 of' Ausbraliarr; f'ri-rt¡;c sccl,s vrere imports, tiie reccn'L,

evangelical Protesba¡r'bss ìlarl Lt:llniciierl l.Jnitcrl Í,lt¿rtes iioclels ai-I.Ì tecÌìl1ic1ues

r,.¡hile, si¡pificiLntly, vre hitcl l¿rr:.;c1:1,'i,1ttorct1 I-lre,\bor*linal rel-i¡',iotts

traclition.

'lhirdly, the clnrrclies in Âus'Lr¿rlii; h¡rve bcetl no1-lLl¡le for their scctaria¡
1,( t

nature."" Tliere has been no onc cstal¡Ii.sìrer,l clturc:r. Inste¡..,cì 'bllere 
'l¿¡s

alr,vqys been an o:[ficial Ulrtrrclt-"j'L;gte selrar¿ltion i;.Ibl:ott¡'1ìr, just as i¡.ì]rol'l:ilu'l;,

there ìlas been

rrno l;tission:ry conL'rontlrl-i.on ''¡iti i ii society-ot"nin¡ I

i;r relilliolls cuI Lrrrc o'bltclr tl rit¡t Cilrr-i'r; L1'*rr .70

((ìG)

(67 )

(00 )

(û0 )

(70 )

Canpbell Iì., rThe cll¿'.rrrctcr o.[' 1'.t-t;bl'¿rIi¿¡r relj-',ion', -@!!¡
(ìuarterly, \'iin'ber iss;ue, llo.íÌ, .Iuly, I!-/7 ' l)1.).L7')''I'¿'J.

ib:l<1 . , ¡t .I7! .

ibicl . , p.171).

ibirl. p.lt)O.

ibicl ., 1.1-Lì2.



I,'ourtlrly r

and, secondlJ, , l¡.y

1rO

rrLlre scctar:l¿rni;;lrl of' t\r-tl;r;r¿rLi-iLn rcLi'iious li:fe has r of
COUrSje, ltltri t'tn enol.noull ilrl-luencc on ¡;OciüI a.nd i-rol.i'biCaJ-
affairs. 'l'llc ccntr¿rlj.r;crl ¡in<l ì¡urc¿rucratic slraile oll our
ec.lucatiOn sysl;cr,rs t¡as t.ì're r.lirect <lu1:col¡e of j-ri'b'Ler relil,iorls
ri.valry ancì rlis'brus1; l.¿tsl; ccntur.y; SLa'i;c ai<1 for cllurcir
scliools renlainecl tlrc ¡tr.Lttcì-1lal issue ol.' rel-i1,,ious-politic¿Lf
interaction until I-ì lc lliri't l¿ìril rlovernr¡ent cstablisÌled thc
Sclrool-s Conrnrission l,o <lcfuse the issuc.'r71

lÌxpandinl:, tl.t¿rt sarne po:i-n-b, Olutl-.,bc11 ol¡st:l"verl .[,li¿rt ¡,oliticaII.'¡
churches lrar.l 'bencled to rrreinlorcc: our j)erv¿'isivc colrsel'vatislrrr.

iclentifiecl th¡r'b function as oi)ct'íì.Litr,', .1n tt.'o ',rai¡i; ['irstfy ì¡J'

tìre
7?,

1Ìe

rrenr¡rìrasizin¡i tlrci,r tìorivi.t'LcneÍ,;s r''cire cllurcliesi have
¡.rroviclecì synibols of .l¿u,ti. liiir cecttr'i t y ì r-r ¡i stranÍl'e 

'
unset't,I inii environrrictrt. "T3

rrunderpinninjr ¿r v¿ìI:uc
have llroviclerl ¿r st"¿rbLe
and ¡>olj.tical cluection:;
cl-¡rsl'r J-¡ettveen churcl rcE;

1 ilrer.al-ìrurn¿lni.cnl -l-Ìic clrurches
valttc-s;rsl,crr'"'ri't iLin v,¡iricii lrersoni-11

c¿rn L'e <liscttsl;cr-'ì r'¡itllout serious
irnr,i r; tatett ,74

ììeIi-,3ion, flor rnost Au¡;tr¿rI.L¿rní!, ìri:ri nevcr l¡cen clt jnclicator of tlrrr;j-on¿rlisl;ic

identity, nor llas it l:een a rlircctor oí'¡mblio tlesLin¡r a¡td ncr lr¿rs i1;

l¡een cul'buraLly inþeren'b, but, rn'l,lrcr, iL lrtr,i irecn Lreater-ì sirililly íÌij an

"incJividu¿rlistic e-tl ric".71 '

(zt¡

(zz ¡

(73 )

(74)

(zs ¡

il.¡id., p.1¿12.

ibi<] ., p.1{12.

ibid. , p.1{)í2 .

ibid. , t).1{121.

ibicl . , ¡r.1íìiì, f <lisa¡ircc vri [;ìr (lrrnrpiref I on 'Lìri,s po j.nb aud, ius'l-earcl ,

sug¡lest thal, in a bro¿ril scníio, reli'..ion in r\ul;'bralia l-Las provirled
a l-¡asis for clroosin,q anrl cvalual,in;l na'bional ';oitls, ¡lublic iui'ciatives
ãn<l social res¡tonses. i <l<¡ rrol- clcny tìra'L iL; lial; ¿rntl stilI cìoes ¿rct ¿is

an ethic¿rl baromcter for' -i lr,'.i.v.i ,ìr,r¡r.l.s i.,u'l- l l,ì rirl]: ti'r¿rt lre unclercst;LI¡¿r,tc:s
the rvitle prevalence ¿rncl liisborj.c¿rl lrccellt¡rncc of rel-igion o.s íì
si¡1nif icatrl- l¡indinji force itr ou¡' r;r¡c:i-':L-' l-'o'.'i I i¡r ir-lenl'if:'in¡1 Âr'tstralia
as a lclrr.isLianr countr;, (c. t.'. i'Ll; ,\l;it-ut ¿rrrrl l'acjÍ'ic nei.1l il¡ourl;
and its a'blieist, commnnil;t- rc¡rerni-er;rl ) ¡rrrd irt lrrovicÌin;1 ¡;eople ";itìia clicþe noral J)eir oll v¡lliclr to lrlrnt - tl Lcir sl;ocil irur-\lic rcs;i¡onses; to
soci¿rl- antl 1ro1j.'bic¿r1 occurerrrccl.j. 'lhiIc lteoirlcrs 1;rivate reac'bj-ons

a¡rcl atti-bur-jcs of'ben dj.¡;Ì;Iq),í'rìlotc r-rl-iljtarjaì1 ariproach to ¡,ersoiral oi
collective actionc, '[ oi-'r;ervcl ri t'cltcLcttc¡' ]lor- lruÌ;lic re'Lc-bi'on 'i;o

j-nclicatc ir rnorc rclil:iou¡-;l-)¡-ir¿xjctl r;'L¡Lnri Lrt'csu¡n¡tì.,I;' because sucil a s t¿:,;rr.-

is ju<.1¡iert 'L;o lle f'und¿lLtotì l-lLll;' ,.jul; bi íl j ¿rlrl-c ¿-'Lttr i i;encraIIy acccl,'bal;1e.
Canpbel-1 íjeerns Lo llavc i,,,nor.c<l or lrcerì uÌ1,,ìr/í.rro of tha'c I'rustr¿rl--L¿itr tr¿:i'c.
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Iiis si:cth obr;er.vt.ttiolt is l:.eI.ìl,e(t Lo Ll rltt; 1;ì llLl, cì r¡Ll'¡rctr:ris LiclLlIl' lilol'ít1

view of relj.;lion. ilo nol-ccl tl l.rt; lrotir (ir:,'t lrolj-c¡; lurri l'robest¿¡¡rL,r; itavc:

l;enclecl -bo conccn'Lrate on )iìot.al jucl; iernct-rt;s r'¿ib] rc¡' 'bì r¿in oll 1t¡,:.er ti icolo¿.j cal
ancì lrhilosophicnl issrres or. on tlr<-. bro¿rcl l;ocj.¿rI rol-e o'i tlre clturcìr. l"or

Ll'r¿rt reason, ltc ar¡1ur:t,1 , lrotlr clLulcircs Ìr¡-rvc ofLetr l:eciuced tÌreir coì,iì,rtlÌtic¿-i'uion

to little morc tlìúìn ¿r i-cr¡, ;;ii;r1rI j-stic cloc bri.ncli i'ul.l l)reìc.bices i';ii:i ci- tlrc"

have implied ;L:rc the onl.y basj,c uocesrjitics for l.;lrlv¿'"'t j-on. Jn a<-lr.ì.ì-i,i-ou,

'l,heir moralistic bent tenr-lerl Lo ì;e con$(.rrvri'i,ive, rlo',1,r¡.'l,ic, €ìu'l;lìori'tlrlii'.tr

¿rnrl rather asscrtive, bobl r in'l,hc sensc tlrirL rarel.y tilrs ra'Lional ¿Lr-,lÌnenb

used to jr-rstj-fy ar lrarLicultr- cciic't; í.ìn(1 ftIrio, iu l-Ì -e sense tl¡¿'''b reli,':.j,on

\,/as deented to be sonreti rinr', r,vhiclr, rllhl Lcr. tl tiii lrr::i.n, ü. natura.l, ].rervíÌsivc

¡rhenomena, necclcd to bc asr.;er..'Leil irnri, indeccl , sold 'co otlrerv¡ise rt¡ j.c;:ed I

people.

iiÌriIe he ¿lvoirlect e;lplaininÍ'; tl tc r"c,r5ion;r1 vi,ri¿rtiot'ts of t'e1i¡¡ious t)r¿:'c'tice

i-n Australia, Oanrpbell clirl m¿rlic tl rc ur;cfuL ol¡scrvat;ion (his seventir )

that those s'b¡rtc <lifferenccs rl.1rl 
",,i"1.7() 

ln Íioubli ,'iustralia, Í'or'

example, there ¿ìre more .l-hcú'l [,lre ¿lvci:ct,l ,c pcrcel]t oi iicthociists,

Conj lreilationalists ¿urr.ì Luthe rLùß.7 /

Ii'inalIy, lte1,rearbecl'1.;llc Ilri, ¡,¡[;.lLrrr,lcs; Lo rc]-i¡',J.on l;-l'oi'L'erÍn,' i b]tree

historical e:<lllanaLions for Ausl,r'aljl.,rr; i,eculiiir rc-Lir.,ious ciiir¿rci,ei".

llle mate¡:i¿rr-i¡;tic anrl prar'¡raibic iL,rpro.rcì) \ti )j.cìi r'.usl-rali¿ur.';-LenC'¿o ìilLr¡e

tor,¡ards-l"heir rel-j.,l1ious i¡is'Litul;ion¡; ciorivc,t, irc clai.tlecl ,.[rorr our

rrvery r-lirect anrl unlrer-lj¡Lbccl r-cl-trL;ion to realit¡r...
r'¡e confront our r.;i.t;trabi-orr very r:ìLtclt as l.l t¡rt t¡ìiicÌr
is dircctllr ¡lpssq¡1't,... (,i.t;) coniines ollr ùonsciousness
to thc ¡rrcscn't , I)ro(lucin,, iro[,lr or-tr so-cí,rfIe(ì irra¡;r'latisr--r
anr-l '¿l-le noraLis'l-ic Lllis-t¡orlr-tl iness '.7s 

'l;snrl 'bo sec âs -,.
the soLe cffcc'LÍvc contenl; of' the clrurcltrs prea-chi¡r''.tt/"

(76 )

(zz )

ibjd., ¡r.1i13.

ibicl . , lr.Ii)A, in acl<l j- bion 0¿'-lirjrbcl-1 no Lcc tìi¿t'l; "1ìeli¡',ious J-if e .ln
Ìiell¡ournc hars alr'req¡s; l¡een r,rorc urì-;arre, r:lorc ocLuireuicaL, rlorc cal,l rolic
in its social- vision, nlorc '¡.'nt-¡. i.n its conservi:tìsrr, trhcreas ij;¡rlne¡''
ha¡: been rnore acscrtj-ve, Ìrìorc scc'l-¡rri¡.rr - :lluucla¡,rcrr''ualist in r,t;. :ji)eciíil-
senr:e, a'Len<JcDc;r trlr'",r l¡ecor,tcs t;t,ron'rc:l tlrc.i url-iier nor-l"l-r one.;oes.r'
lly lscc'l,arian-funr.l¿ulcnLtLIi s.; [, I , ìre llea.l-r [- tlr¡,rr¿ '[,ire iuteres'b of biLc c]turcl r

tended to be centTecl on n l'ct'r, l.iir,,i)Ie, 1lra¡';r;1i,.1,ic, rnoralistic
statement;:i tvhiclr r'rere <le¡;irlncr.[ Lo Luit1.c bhe fives of its Í']-ocl:.

(zt:) ibid. , y:.1.'ò4.
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S ccon<ìJ-y,

rrwc l;novr 1;clo v¿c11 hotr cotn¡re bi L.ivc :ì.r; t:llc l; Lru¡',¡ile
for.' l:rrt'v:ival , lrorv crlttal..i.1,¡, .¡çt ¡ìo'L ¿ìl rj ",1 I L rcceivec.l
bu'h ¡i rletna¡tcl'bo lier r,',rfclìivcI.y íìlii,i(:r'torì , Itor'r tlhel-t
'Llrc crunch cor¡eli (as in Ilovcrnber'' I97!;) Ll rc ex<:rcise
of ¿ruthority must L.¡e co¡rI'orlrtecl torrrTf)

il.ncl , he í_loes on, that h¿rs lecl to lcr.;s conoern vriti r cloctrine, a nore loosely

structuned clrurch ernd a more scctari¿rn evanirelisln.

llhirclly, because nrost rAustralj.arrsr lr¿rve been (¿rncì o'Lill arc) recent

irrunigrants, t,/e lt¿rve <leveloltccì ¡-r.n j-r-rsccttrc lttr-l nii¡il-j-s'Lic feelini-l tl i]-b our

I:Lves ¿rre inautlrcntic an<ì 1;[aL rrc tìo no'l, rcall¡r ltelon:;-bo /\ustralia. '.]lh¿tt

run-a'b-hone-nessI, Caurri;be11 srt'ir;cl;l;oii, lrll-or';ocl tl,c cliurclles to

rrprovÌc]e rrì.rc lravenl,; ol .í-¿ulljl-iar sccuriLy. ijeen in
this perspective, ì-t ic no lou,';cr surirri-::in:, -bh¿rt tlle
CltUrCìleS tllriClr i,r:o, Lt.y l-lccular nlcItcureS, ITìoí]i- | SuCCeSSilul I ,
are ltreci-sel.y tl rol;c t¡l ricìì ar)pcar ¿'.,;i ircsoivcl;r e1¿-tasÌriotlcrÌ,
ancl offer sirnple ¿r.Í,surancc."iÌo

'ILra'b inabì.1i.'Ly to leel cour¡-llcbely corr.l'or1;al¡fe because I'ottr cttlt-utral

her:lta¡¿e is nol, rooted ¡ere"ill- l.,r't onl¡r ¡rl;:stcretl on as ¿t thin aD<ì ver¡r

crurle veneer ¿tlso exprcsscs itscll', irc arr¡-,uerJ, in our alllparent fe'bisl'r

to thicler in insulatecì sul¡urb¡ur iioulicr; ¡rnri 'Lo .'¿1.'bi'Lcr roateriaf l-)ossessions

rabher tlran invofve our.selves i¡r ;.rublic ¿rn(-l coriríìuna.I li:le. Our cJ'ni-cislil

for a¡y community iLction r'¡all ¿rl-r;o a r-oí.jlìlt o:i our i.'ear^. Inr.leecl , otlr'

l'¡hole culture, lrc ar¡;uec', lviìs ì;ir.setì on íLn ar,lLril.ltlous LìicÌroton¡r L¡et"¡een an

inner ap¡rreltension anrl o ratllcr ;;i:li-consci<-lus, ccillotr boldness. iror

e)(¿ìmple, Campbell noted tliat r¡c rcvj-Ie lrutlLority trìld yet con.iorrn-Lo j,L'

we exploit our l-ancl and yeb r'rc c¿Lnnot really riol,-tcl;'uic¿tte it, tre lool:

¡rþead yet vre cljn¡¡ to oIc.l ol:lscllsionri about'l-l rouÍ:lrt.rld soci¿rl acbion, t'rc

¡:lorify our ou'Ll)acli and yet i'rvoirl it, b.7 cIin..,in,.,'t;o our rnetrol:oli'ban

havens, vre ailvertise our roclleri'l;r¡r ¿ltrtl )¡et crin,'ic t¡ith enbarrassr'ìcn'li

'rillen it exl)ose$ our in'Lern¡bj.oni-rl r.i-n.l'criori'!r't, i-rnai \/e assert¡ ',"'i't,i't

obvious'guitt, ()ur rrclrurcl.rly l.rcì¡rviour"iÌ:l 1.';ls¡, in f ac.tr \/e îincì i'ù

(7e)

(rio )

(ut- )

(zz)

ibicl . r l)p.1t-Ì5-l-ílO.

ibid. , p.1it6.

ibid. , ¡t.Ll)7.

ibid. , i-t.1-{)'/.
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rtnnlttural , inlt¡ rlr¡6|riaLe lrncl c:verr of'í'etrl;i vc i;c¡ our- rlity-bo-rJit.7 lir,r[-r-11;1.;.

1'l-ij.Ic 0r.ilrliite.Lf rl.; 'bl lcl;il; rrr;1,,¡ ¡rl'ov.ì (tr) íiorrrc t¡1.:c:1lt-tl ,lr:rit:L'iLrLj.\'e j-lìíl-1, ,l ,i,r lrc

îvoicled t¡lcltlint , t,1.re irrrporl.:¿ìrÌ l; (lì-toLi l-ior'ìr.t surroun( t 
j-n; ; tlre clcvelol)i,iotr U ol.-

the Austrir.li¿in l.rorll-iorce, itr; cll¿int ;j-rìl I cor,lÌro¡;ition, its atti'buclcs atlcì

expectations, itl; ¡rressurcs ¿ìn(Ì iUs s1 reci-¿Il- r'oIe i,u:i'l:¿¡l;tin¡.1 sociaJ- arncl

pol-itica.I ilarirmeters v.rllicl, lr¡rvc u j..;rr-Lf'j.r:arìl-Iy cìltLr:r-rc'ueriseci 1\.tts'uraIj-¿rü

lrj sl,ory. lle ne.jlccte(i to t;io l-l io ìx;;'ci¡ofc¡ ;ic¡rl ¡r1;l;¡tcl uiìents i.Lucl rr:1i¡;icttts

contrrtitments rrrÌriclt lre out;l i,rrcrl \/i'üi i rioì ic ¡rcrocp,tion, l;o tl re econoilLi.c

realities v¡lrich cll¡:'is bi¿rnc in Âur.; [;r'¡,ili¿; ì/c]re f'orceri l,o cntl.ure. iie i'ail-ecl

l,o note the cl-¿rss nature c¡í'tìre','orliiorce (he rical-t only rriti r r¿ice ¿.',1ìd

n¿rtional-i.tyl ) ¿urcl .1,ìre vc-ry l)rollor,urtl i:ccirncrIo,,j.c¿rl clicLn: ,es tltíìt lìiìve

unrlerpi.nnerl tlle econor¡ic cl ríÌni ,,ês 't llr'otr' ;l rou L 'l-lre ninotcenLÌt centurJ. :inil

es¡recially cìr.rrj.rr11 tl re bl¡cntj-c t lt cc:¡-rl-ur¡'. I l; 1r¡rs i-rcctr ij Lose i'actor's

r,¡hich havc l;een crucj.lrl ir.r ri<-.vcJ-ojl.iu,r ', t-l re Uol-;r1 cultr.rr¿¡.l lte;-,er:tou.;' ';ithin
r,,ririch the cliurches, in ltoblr a tì lcc;1o 1ic,'r1 lin<1 1a¡. seltílc, Ìti:"ve ;Lcter-1 . i"'.i)

il-lustration, one of 'bhe e.trliest. el.íu¡LI).1-t:s oi'lro\,'tl rc churclr ¡tJ.a.1;sil ¡1

s,i..;nifi.carrt 1)ert irr assunrin'', rr politic¿rt i\lllctioti occut-red irl-ien J;ri,:s'bs

!/ere llgeci to conl;rol Iri.sl: corrvi.cl-s.

rrf1. bcca¡rìe tLìc cL16.Lor,ì f'or itot,irtn C¡li.lrofic convicts to
sltcrtcJ tlreir :lirs;'b torll,,iy,'; ¿iuj rot'e l-ir;tcuilr¡-, bo s¡r j-rituirl
an<j tiroral ¿.r(.1(lress(rs I'rol,r j,r.ir.:l;1Êllllo bc¡l-t.l tJ-ienr arìon ,

otlrer t,lrit-t;,,s, to olre.lz t;lreit' gaol(.'r'r.i . iloÌì-(i¿ì'bhol-ic
off ici¿r1s acl¡rri btcct ft'ee1.y Ui r¡.r L blre ¡,tor;,1 au't;ìlori'bJ' of
¡rries ts l-relperi to Jree1,, f ri l;ll conv-Lcts tloc-i.l-e. "83

'I'll¿Lt linl.t betr,veen re1íl.lion ¿in<-l Lìic ,r;<¡rllL,I¿ice (¿rl-1-¡cj i; a ltrison) lle.s ¿¡lr.;¿ir,r;;

exis;ted and r'.rl.ril.c tìrere lr:ll; ticvc--r lrcctr ¡i l;i.,ri'ltlr ';1c-i olcì lini.., its vc;-.;r

i¡,rbivalence ¡rncl tenuous tu,,, lj-n j 1riì,í.j ,onc ¿r lon¡, ',rri'ry toirard:; e;'.;.l1liì.rriir;-

tlre cleveloprncnt of tlre rel-iili<.rur; nlrtttl'c of our socie.l;;,r. lle li¿r've uo¡ L'eetr

¡lreurt clrurclì-:-r.oers (rarel.y r,rorc LiL¡-irt ¿i l,hirtl¡íì'1 ,rrt,ì J,-ct",

rrabs-binence from reliliious l,'orsì '.i.1; J-s lì()1, irr.-positirze
gesture o.[ prol;cst Itrtb ri Iil'e-1on ', lrat1¡j-t.rr''"

({r3 )

(t','l )

(ts )

l/j.lson J. (ed), rohurcìr; ioirt,, itr ltur.itr¡iliar,
l- 95{l , ¡r . LrL.i .

ibirl ., ¡>.lríÌ .

ibir.ì. , 1l . 01- .

Current Â lJ'a.irs ,;tt1.l-c1;in'
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And it has alwe¡ys been true 'iliat nrost ¡reople a¡.1ree that the slogan
Ithe family that prays to¡¡ether stays toge.bherr has ¿r valid a¡rcl

informed mesaíì,Ìe even thor¡¡1Ìr the vast rnajority herve never ever ¡rut
it into practice. The church ancl especially blre lìunclay school has

aJ-wa,ys been seen aa a great moral- bastion ancl one of the major
ingredients of social and particularLy farnilial col¡esi.on.

The churchesr concentration of energ,y in ttre area of social respon-
sibirity has focused essentiarly on the fanrily and its individuar
meml¡ers ) e.g,. gambring, clivorce, rìru¡¡s, censorship, abortion and
arcohorism. Peter ilo1lingworth, the Associate Director of the
Brotherhood of st. Laurence, in 1977 commented criticalry on that
observation when he wrote that,

trthis has been shortsiglrtecl because üre first
set of factors ( i . e. ¡¿anrbling, clivorce , drugs
etc.) are frequently the sym¡ltoms of broacler
gtructural illnessesrr. Bô

Those broader structur¿rl illnesses refer to the economi.c reaLibies
of employnent a¡d industrial change. Flolringworth noted that the
195Os and l-96Os in Âustralia were characterised by economic growth,
especially in the manufacturing area wliich ¡rrocluced a new level" of
rarnpant consumerism, by the cìevel-opment of new tecluriques which
helped raise the living standar<is especially of Australian-born
peopre' by a resources boom particurarly in rninerars and by a general
mood of optimism and expansion which was assisted by the fact that
almost all of the rworstt ¡ob"B7 v¡ere clone by migrants.

IIis observation was accurate, for post-war ltustralia was characteriseci
by high employment leve1s, hi61h birth rates, l-righ immigration Leve]s ancj

a massive influx of capital, alt of which helpecl produce an economic l¡oon¡.

As the demand for cars, electrical appliances, houses, roads, ecìucation

(go) I{ottingworth, P. r rrhe Lucky country in TroubLe- a christian
Response I , St. t4arks lìeview , I'lo. Bg , I,larch L977 , p.29.

By rworstr, I mean the lowes'b pzry, the v¡ors-b conclitions, the
least security, the least chance lor promotion, üre longest
hours, and the most supervisecl ¡lositions in ilre job rnarl<et.

(87)



1.)Á

and communication services flrew' then jobs becanne plentiful. 'I'l're

affluence which resulter.l from sccurc enìploylnentr Ìri¿ih wa¡1e levels,

risinfi livin¡1 stancl¿rrcls and low jnllation ri¡.bes lrroduced an

expan<.lin¡1 clornestic nrarket, a <¡uiescent vrorl(force anti a r,',ridespread

acceptance of r¡r¡owttìr as a socio-econotnic ¡¡oerl . llusiness confidence

st4yed high, buoyed up by cìirect control of impor.bs (up to i-960), Iong

standing tariffs, a ¡',ror,vin¡1 export rnarket and as rvel], the availability

of a ciocile, compliant labQt" fo".".[13

llollin,rllvorth cornl>arrecl ttiat econol¡ic era witll the economy in 1977 rvhictr

was slullf1ish ancì pervaclec-l l.ty zt tnoocl of uncertainty, vthich ruas

cha¡acterisecl by the contrastinf, late of larfie conr¡:anies nrai<in¡1 record

profits an{ small l-¡usinesscs clos;in¡,, clov,'n, by increased automa-becl cLnd

computerised processes rviricli 'benclerl to .slrinli the number of available

jobs, by the l¡reakclown of bhe a¡rprenticeshilt system vrhich resul-tecl in

a shortafle of sl,lille<] traclesìmen' by ..rn increase in unemployable ¡;r-;rduates

and by an increase in t¡e lenÍlth of tinre tl-ral, lteople stayed,..r.n'ploy".l .[19

The tvave of suburban ¿rncl ¿rutornobile expansion hacl eventually hit the

rocl(s; Our population rates had started to slow clov'¡nr our overseas

marlçets for manufactureci ¡1oods har,l clropped off ; the previously lari'je

and sustaine{ inflorv of foreiJl,n capital had cleclined; our higll tariff

protection levels were cut (b.y 2! per cent in 1971i); our dollar ',vas

revaluatecl - in a worcl , tlre boorn r^¡as over. ¡\nd for Australiars

worl<force, hj-¡¡h unemployment ancl clcclininfl tivin¡1 st¿rndards ""t.,"r-rt,l 
.30

(gg) nowley, K., rThe poJ-itical economy of Australia since the vrarr, in
tov¡ards aP1ayford, J. and l(irsner, D., Austral ian Capital-ism:

socialist critique , Pen¡iuin Rool<s, Victoria, 1972.

(Be ) Hollingworth, op.cit., P.25. In 1959, 15% of the unenployed ruele

unemployed for over 13 v¡eelçs, but in l-976 , 33i/, of tþenl vrere

unemployed for at least 13 v¡eel<s. In I)TB ' the plight v¡as still
deteriorating - full-time work seel¡.ers \^/ere averaging six months
(i.e. 26 weel<s) on the {ole. Íjce, tThe Labour Force, Australia,
JuIy 1978r, Âustralian ljureau of Statistics, Canbema, l-978' p.16.

(eo) In fact, tþe periocl of hi¡Cr employment þacl been brief, since from
1B9O to 1939, the unemployment rabe hacj never fallen below 4.5 per
cent and hacl re¿rctted levels of over 30 per cent during the
depression in 1931. Prior to !/orld \'Jar 1, unernployment rates
averaged 6 per cent (ancl ¡1ot as ¡igh as 10 per cent in 189ô) v¡hile
between the i{ars, for Tra<le tinionists, it averaged L4 per cent and

never ¡¡ot beJ-ow t3 per cent. During the post-war boom, it averaged
only L.5 per cent ancl never ¡]ot above 2.!> ¡rer cent (in 1-962). Since
Lg72, the trencl has been a return to the Inonrr. See, V/indschuttle, 1{. r

Unemployment: a social and nolitical analvsis of the economic crisis
in Australia, Pen¡¡trin Rooks , Iielbourne, 1979 r PP.9-39.
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I-lollingworth was, in lìact, callin¡'; on the churches to shift their

concern towarrls those economic Ì)roblems artcì worl< on ways of taclllin;1

6rem, r¿rther t¡iln rìispensin¡1 thcj.r ener¿ry on the more traditional al'eas

of índividualistic morality. ile rvas sufjílesting that a christial'ì response

to economic plight was the obli¡lation of churches and that during

recessions they had a special role to play.

A.L. Burns, however, re¡¡ards tlollin¡Iworthrs plea as naive. He decfared

that the churches, by ttreir very nature, were doomed to play a minor role

i.r that area. IIe argue<i that the church ha<-l made itself insignificant

by ctin¿ling to what he callecl an illusory betief in pluralism. IIe

defined the fundamental tenet of ¡rluralisn as arnountin¡1 to the following

argument - rrall moral iudgement is subjectiverr, "no subjecti.ve judgement

ca-n be other t[an ¡nere opinionrr, nopinions can be ]reld or not aS a

matter of tasterrand, thereforerrwe ou¡1ht not to cìispute concerning

matters of taste,,.91 l-le then asserted that the churches were the Fgeat

protagonists of this pluralistic view of the world. They

ilmal.,e pluralisrn, in theory and as an ideal , an illusion.
They are its relativistic ethics, its positivistic
political theory, a44 its moonshiny metaphysics of rthe
quality of life t' n .92

l¡/hile that colourful clescription seems a r¿rtÌ.rer lar¡';e credit (blanet )

to give to the churclles it iras certainly l¡een true tÌrat ttrey have built,
rlevelsr of morality, that they Ìrave often talçen very simplistic political

stands and that their ultimate theoreticaf construction of the meaning

of life has definitely been tiecl to a spiritual vision rather than to

a material assessment of what affects peopler s lives in their cla¡r-¡o-.,o"

activities. Ilowever' the cliurclres liave not been al-one in pushin¡.1 a

pturalistic interpretation of socicty: Lhe State in our tliberal

clemocraciest has been very committecl to tliat viev¡ and has expounded

it tLrrou¡1tr its educational-, cultural ¿rncl Ie¡,,aI institutions. Irt

addition, the rich have userl it.bo explain their economic povrer a¡rcl to

justify ttre rlowlyr position of the poor; the rLeftr have used i-b to

(gt) ¡urns A. r rThe C¡urc¡ ancl tlrc f llusi-on of l'luralismr,
Review, No . 78 , June , 1'97 4 ' 1r . [ì .

(92) ibid., p.7.

St. i,iarl<s
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¿lrfiue for civil liberties lvhil-e Ll're rri.rthtr have used it to undcrstanr.l

almost crll political activity frorn elections to revolutions.

Nevertheless, to a si¡lnificant extent, the churches have provided por,rerful

support for the pluralistic theory of pov/er by ¿eneratin¡1 a constant

stream of teaching vrhich h¡rs conlormecl to its basic ethos and rvhicìr,

in the words of Burns, has been bhat

rrplural-isfi .. . in the last resort . . . invo]ces one
absolute good ancì one irreducibLc unit of action.
The irreclucible unit in this case is tlre individual
person, and the absolu1.e ¡;ood is the inclividualrs
mal<in¿1 a free choice".fl3

The mistalce which aI1 pluralists, includin¡,; the church, have ¡nade and

which Burns a.lso idcntifled rva: t-ha'L

rrfree choice for .blle indiviclual citizen is a very
rare historical phenornenon. rr94

Ilowever, pluralists have not been alonc in bcin¡l unable to satislactorily

¡4rarantee that individuals woukl be able to practise an acceptable

freedom of choice and so, while tsurns vras correct to emphasize the
rillusion t v¡hicll pluralists create one needs to admit that the problem

cannot be solved by simply ¡¿etting rid of tl're pluralis'bs. In oLher

r^¡ords, it is not enough to howl- dov¡n the clturchesr notion of inclividualisti-c
morality and to insist that it turn its head to the economic realities
of oppression and control. It would be naive, both to expect the churches

in Australia to work against the inberest of the dominant class and to
expect that they could, in any real sense, leaci a political change. As

Burns wrote, rrChurctres can be politically effective but nob politically
ôr:

creativerr,"" by which he mea¡rt that tlrey could play a si¡¡nificant part
in supporting either a conservative or a progfessive regime but that they

could not $!ieþ chan¡1e in eithcr a reactionary or revolutionutJ t*.OU

(sS) iUi¿.¡ p.1o.

(94) ibid. ¡ p.1o.

(95) ibid., p.12"

(gO) trat may not be the case in sone other, especially, South American
countries, however. See lîreire P.r
Penguin Rool<s, Great Britain, L972.

Pedaf{ogl¡ of t}re Oppressed,
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l'lost of the pluralist doctrine of the churcties in Australia has worl<ed

in the interests of the statìts (luo. Such preachings as rturning the
other cheekr, bein¡i tolerant ilnrl acceptin¡1 differences in attitude ancì

rnoral code, sit ver¡' cornfortably al-onllsidc other ban¿rl examples of
rpluralism in practicer as, for example, I'ionday Conference , I Talk-baclir
radio and rPublic Opinionr polls. All those exampJ"es have been crudely
pluralistic in the sense that tlrey pride themselves on giving everyone

(or both sides! ) a fair go, on being impartial (either objective or
even-hancledt ) and on attemptin¡¡ to not alter peopleè views. They atl
claim to not be in the business of chan¡¿ing peoplets minds on anything -
they simply broaden oners attitudes in a non-indoctrinating marurer (¡)
which because of its apparent rl-aissez-fairenessr, in factrallows people

to go on believing their forrner ¡rrejudices. llecause it is so

intellectually loose, that method of political debate actively encouraL{es

the most inane, bigoted, unexamined opinions to pass as reasonable and

justifiable. As an illustration, one could make the most crazy correlation
between quite incidental events and be allowed to ¡gant them a status of
being 'scientificr or rlogical' simply by reinforcing historically-based
prejudices, declarin¿4 oneself an rexpertt (or even a rconcerned citizent )

and by prefacing the assertion vritl'r rin my o¡rinionr. This shallovr

treatment of democracy in the guise of trite pluralism allows such

correlations as sexual crime ancì censorship Ìaws, race and intelligence,
unemployment and school discipJ-ine, and poverty and rnorality to be

bandied about by intellectual clilettantes, or, worse, by political thugs

whose treatment of quite sensitive a¡rd important comelative material
has become unsophisticated, socially hostile or just plain gibberish.

One of the reasons why the churches have fatched onto the pluralistic
theory of social activity vras parbly provitled, unr^rittingly, by Colin
Clark in an article rvith a most misl-eaclin¡i title tThe Political llconomy

of a Christian Sociebyr vrhere he stated that

rrln understandin¡¡ polics a¡rd cconomics, Christians
start with an inunense, one mi¡4ht almost say an unfair
acìvantage. We know about the fall- of man a¡ld ori¡¡inal
sin . .. l,Je knovr the [irim trutl'r that there is in every nan
a stron¿¡ inclination towarcls evil, and that tiris r'¿i1l
continue to the end of ¡¡t" ro"1¿.t'.'17

(SZ) Ctark C., 'The l)olitical Lìconomy of a Clrristian Societyt, !gþ!-
Survey, Vol .23, No.2, tlarch, t974, p.53.
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T'hc view tlrert ¡reo¡.llc arc aII orillin¡rl sirmers.enablcs thc cllurchcs to

allocate different levols of moral upri¡¡htness to people, cle¡>endin¡1

on how rchristianr they have become: thus, those rvho are lov¡est, deserve

at least our sympatl¡y since it is not thcir fault anrì, in any casc, one

measure of our superiority r,,roulcì be bhat we show them sympathy. lrrorn

that startin¡1 point, no-onc can be condemned ancl everyone must be

be accorded <ìue inclividual respect even if tl'rey seem to be evil.
Therefore, to return to Burnst original point, the churches can and have

played an important role in maintaining what he called the illusory
funclamentals of pluralism ¿rnd that, in doinfl sor they have helped construct

the world-view frameworlç perpetrated by tlre capitalist economic order.
That world view has been based on the assumption that individual
achievement largely de¡.rended on indiviclual clrive and that, therefore,
people who failed usually had only themselves to bla¡ne. That allowed

the intrisic exploitation of the market econony to be masked and, in factt
it gave overt approval to those individuals who had greatest personal

success in the utilization of capital.

To broadly summarise this chapLer thus far, I irave argueci that neither
the l'{arxist nor the plura}ist ttreories of religious influencer if taken

alone, adequately explain tlre role which cluistianity plays in a¡r

industrial, capitalist society such as Australia. Iìather, I suggest that,
while in a ¡lenera1 sense clrris'bianity does tend to trrork in favour of
rorderr and tunityr in an economic, political ar¡d social sense a¡rd that
this tendency is of some advanl-a,,1e to the State, in detail, the various

churches compete in educational, social and political conflicts and vary

their strateflies to suit the stren¡ith or vreakness of their respective
position in the denominational battle. l{owever, neither the work done

by I'larxist writers on reli¡1ion (includin¡¡ l{arx himself, Engels, or the

Christian-lfarxists) nor the pluralj-st commentators, anaf-ysts and historians
of religion (including l.l/eber, Ber¡¡er, I,1o1 , Campbell ar¡d llurns) l-rave, itr

any specific way, satisfactorily dealt with churcl'r stru¡igles in their
total , historical environrnent. Instead, I Ìrave indicated that rnost of
the work done in Ausbalia has been restricted to either stati-stical
studies or to loosely grounded descriptions of religious attitude.

In order to place reli¡¡ious stru¡1¡1les in their economic and political

context, a specific case-study is often tl-re mosL convenient illuslra'bion.
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I'or that purJ)or:;e, I anr usinfl tlrc par.ticular ex¿ùìlple of rreligious educationl
j-n Sou't l'r ¡\ustr¿rl-ia a¡rrl lravint,, est ablislìc(l L;lre lris boric¿¡I back¡gound

Ioa<ìin¡1 up to thc l;r¡ccessf'u1 clerir¿¡ntl J'or a¡r Lltìucation Deltartrnen'b course

Éìn(l , furtl-ror, I ravinl l off'crccl ír Ll rcory Lo e:<1tlai n L;l re poli tical f unc t-ion

v¡hich ctrristian reli¡',ions can perfornr an(] , theref'ore, l-o sug¡;est rvÌry the

churclìes in this state r,¡anterl suclt ¿r course, I intend to return to the

l-rattle-scene (so to s¡reall) ¿rtrrl c>:anine., in more cìetail , t''tl'ty the Íiou'bh

l\ustralian stru¡',¡',le \,,ras nore successful tlran in otirer states ancl , yet,

ltaracloxically perhaps, rrrliy the reli¡iious ecìuca'bion course may not be a

lon¡1 survivor in tlle school curriculu¡n.

If tire clìurcltes ',verc at¡le to Irl¡ry sorìre par L in constructin¡i and jus'bifyin¿

a capitalist framcv¡or.l< for peol-,lest al;'l-ibucles ( j..e. llrtrntsr ar¡lunent) then,

in South Âus'Lratri¿r, tlre.y vroulrl lrave rlone r:ionrc \'/eì.)¡ tovrar:cls ofisettinÍ; sonìe

of tire cl'ran¡ics in t[c prev;.ti1in.r ' bour¡ieojs ]ie.r,,crnony v¡hicl-r inevitabi-y

occured lyþen tlr<: conrl>osi'bion of tlrc '"'¿orl:[-orce cli¡rnlìccl . For e>lam1>le, as

secondary inrlus't-r.y c:<¡ranrlcrl a,l'ter l-lrc Ll)3Os, it lrLlractecl an increirsin¡1

¡tuml¡er of v¡orkinfl cl¡rss ¡rco¡rlc (cs¡-recia11.',, rnig¡anbs). Those peo¡;le,

ìrebrveen tlle 3O:; arncì tlre CrOs, scrc¡¡ctl clocilc, dutiful t¡orl'lers; tl-iey v¡orlleci

r,¡j-tliin very ¿rutlrorit-¡¡rj-¿rn vrorl< sl-ructures iurci'bhey livecl unr.ler a very

conscrv¿tti.vc I'J-riyl-orrl ,riovcr¡rnlerl b. JÌu l-, í1,í j l-lrcy j ncreasecl their cler¡ancis

for lri,r ';hcr v/¿ì,,.cÍj, trìorc l;ocilrl r;crcrtrj b.y', ìtc1,'l-er iroul;in1 i ancl ¡itore cr-lucation

t;lre¡r þs"¡u'ì [;o lrrc¿r]r tlor'¡n tlr<r he¡ r-.rnonic j.¡rf-Iuelncr.: of tlrc oJ-tì, conservative

rulers. 1\nr-l ltcc¿rus;c l-ht--y r.'rcrc l;tlccctr;l;f'uI jn r'¡jrulj-ur', many of thelr
tlcmands, thc tr¿rr'ìi t;ionally sol j tl rilri)l)or [-r; o í] tlrc s'b¿r'bus; c.luo v¡cre usecl

by those v¡ho lr¿irl llol.ie i¡rtercs[, ,in ',ro:llrirtri ¡t.eLinl.;L the nev¡ r,ìe¡n¿r¡rds of tire

vo¡l':in¡'. c1;rsr;. Ihc clrur.clr r,;al; one ofl t;ìrol;c cu¡rporLf; ¿Lud so by increelSitli ,

i-heir cffor[,s .i,n Lllc ¡.rreas of r]cnorri.natjr>nal rneirtl rr--rslri¡t, Sunrìe.y scitool

a-t Lenclance, pulrJ-ic i.rrlver l-isin ,, ill.rcl t'ì.nclly reIi,,,ious eclucation itt Íjl;a'l-e

sclroolsr .blrcy':rttcrn¡rtcrl [;o rnainl-¡rjrr l;onrc ol" tlLc i;ìoral struts r'riiic]r I':ar-ì

consbituter[ 1;]rc olrl l¡olrrlicois ltc; ,crnony ¿líl¿rÌnsb iLs Ì,ersis.bent crt't lLcl:s.

It r,¡as no-t ¿r l;i-nrp1c, one-\?íì.I pur;lr - i'l- r'r¿rs ¿r Lo¡rr1 battle because tite

clrurclrcs i'¡erc l;ul-lerin¡i l'rorn tlrosc vcr'.y ciii:n¡1es t¡lriclr \'Jere occurin¡', in
tltc SjouLll Àlu;tr¿rli¿r.n r'¡orlrforcc. 'flrcir. otnt rrrernbcr¡; li¡icl been atLaci;iu¡'i
'Lhe internal , irntirluaterl u1-ntct;urc,.s, tì rc brarlitiot-r¡,I rlo¡1rna ancl the often

re-¡rctionary rrroral alrl social pronouncclnenLs. 'Jlhc;, 1'¡""" bein,rl shutrned

by the younf; vri ro r,vere cml>arrasscrì'l,o note tlrat l,heir churclt seernecl to
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lr<: out oll l.or¡clr r.v ì t l¡ t;lrc clrtur,, ,,i rrl ' r;ocì r.. t..y . 'l'l rt: ir' l-tt¡rc [, Lc>n bo [.lr ¿rs

vrorslti¡.1 h¿rvens ¿ìnd Íls social- critics rv¿rs rrnder l'j.rc ancl tlreir flinancii¡.l
¿urd hur¡an rcsourccs were ¿rb a r¡rpirlly rleclinin¡l cbb. Their reaction
v¡¿ls to try and broa<len tlreir a¡r¡real by arìvcrtisin¡i to tlreir rlos'l- sheel)r

tvlrile at tl-rc sane tilne, not ofl'enclin:l tlre.ir traditional supporb. 'l'hus

tl-rey moved in'bo sucli are¿rs as clcnouncing Australiars involvement in
Vietnam l/ar, rnodernisin¡1 tìrcir vrorsl rip procedures by usinfl roci< bands

instea<l of 't he trarìitional or,rlíìn, trsin,l', everyd¿ry l-anÍ.lualle ins'bead of
Ithour ¿rnd r.l,heet, clrani-1in.¡ , tlleÌr irnar¡1e by havin¡i 'brencly-IooÌ<in¡ cIerg3'

rnaÌ<e quite liberal sbatements ¿rbout civil lit¡erties a¡r<-ì mor¿rl cocles, a:tcl ,

inbo the area ol'state eclucational curricula. \'iÌrilc not all- of those

chem¡les h¿rve necessarily l¡ee¡r succcsslul , tìrey inilicate the continuì-n¡¡

stru¡1¡1le ','¡l-rich essen'bially conscrvativc i-nstitut-ions liave had in copin¿;

rvith'l"ìre clr¿rnÍlinÍ1 dema¡rcls of catl.ritarl , tlie rather ambival-ent role of the

State in a cli¡rngin¡i econorny, a¡rtì t-llc funcLionally-irnportant social- cìla¡¿i,es

v¡lricl'r have bcen associatecl v¡ith such cconomic stru¡r,¡;Les.

Ily earlier noti njÌ sonìe of' thc silllnilicarnt furctions v¡liich reli¡',ion l'ias

his.Lorically perforrnecl , sorne cl¿ri-fic¿ition of the position which the

churches have helti in the total lre¡remonic strucLr:re of a society, has

lteen ¿rcìvancetl . The particul-ar stru¡i¡11c rvl riclr .[.he íiouth ltust.ralian
churches have ìrad provirlel.; sorne unrlcr¡,;t¿rn<linii of tvh¡i a¡rcl ho',v the relil;ious
r:clucation course r,v¿rs inbroclrrccil inLo lioutlr Australi-¡:n State scl'iools. And

yet, the reli¡]j-ous e<lucation course seetìrs to l¡e alrearcly djring a slol
cleath after only a very sliort anc.l not very ac1-ive life. To briefly
recapitulate its <ìenrisc, thc tivaluation llelrort of lrebruarry | 1977

reconlmenclerl tlxr l-, i n1;cr ali¿t. ¿r L tlre lrrinriu'y level- the course l¡e

integratecl i-nto Llre ¿lenerll curriculur,-, anc.l tl-rat ¿r't the secondary Ievel ,

it be option:rì-; tlral; 'blie syllabu:; j ncluc.lc cri blclues of reli¡¡ions and also

reli¡1ious conJllict; tlrat thc l'irst ¡ri.rn of l-l rc course (i.e. introcìucing

stuclents to rrthe reli.riiour climension ol' l.Lier')tt' ' lr. replaced; ancl .blrat

tlre title riÌe1i¡iious l;iducaLj,onr ire ¿Lb¡rnclonecl irr l'avour of rlJhat People

lÌel-iever or 'Uelie1.s ol thc \'/orl-rlr or 'lìef ij,.1on ¿rnrl othcr l-lelief sl'.tO

IÌvaLu¿rtion lìet)ort(eÛ)

(r)e) il¡itl ., p.111 .

o¡r.cit., ¡r.1ll.
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Amcn¡1 the submissions receivecl try the llv¿rlu¿rLion Cornmittee incl-udetl

one from the lteti¡.lious Stuclie-, Department at 'bile Âdelaide Colle¡ie of

Advanced Education whicil said, in ¡:art, that

rrreli¡1ion is by no nìeans a si¡r,nificant factor in tl-re

tiay-to-day lives ¡ncl decisions o.Î the najority of
people in our societYrr.lOO

This vielv was confirmed by an enrpirical stucþ macìe by the [valuation
Committee r,uhich found that, althou¡lh most school teachers thought that

religious eclucation sl'rould be taught in schools, rnost did not tvish to

teach it and vroulcl not, even if they lrrere ."1.u.1 .101 In acìdition, r,lost

I-ligh School students v¡ere not interestecl in talcing the cours".tu'
Another area rvhich receiveci only minimal- interest was in the establishment

of local reliflious education corrunittees at schoo-s. The Project Team

had reconmen<led 'bhat local school committees ccmposed of up to four
cler¡;y, up to two parents ancl up to tt,¡o teachers be set up to aclvise

tlre principal on any Ospect of tire course r,vithin the sclrool and to

approve Lay people or clerfry to teach the course until there v¡ere

suffj.cient teachers. Â number of the schools had initially establj-shecl

these committees but most of thern met only a couple of times a year and

most were seen to be ineffectirru.l03

Of course, the fate of tl-re reli¡:ious eclucation initiative in South

Àustralia was far f'rom unique. ÂI1 of the atternpts in the other states

to introduce reli.r.lious eclucation courses into state schools have failed.
As mentioned above, all of the Governmen'b reports v¡hich recommended such

implementation

(t oo)

(r-or- )

ibid. r p.39.

ibid., p.49.
In Fli¡lh Schools ¡ 76iL thou¡lht it should be taught (350 teachers

questioned )

6l-73 clid no'b t'rant to teach it (21"% were undecided)
48% rvoulcì not teacir it even if asked (19ii l'¡ere
undecidecl )

Amongst Primary Schools, 'l"he teachers were sli¡-fitly more l<een.
ibid. r Þ.6[J | 73]1" 'bhoufiht it should be taught (375 teachers

questioned )

37% díd not v¡a¡t to teaclt it (33% were undecided)
25i3 would not teach it even if aslçed (2oi'i rvere
unclecicled )

(102) ibid.r Þ.51 Year Í.ì - 6O1L said lJo (l-,ooo students questionecl)
il 10 _ ol-ij rr rr

ü L2_AAia il il

a

(103 ) ibid. ¡ prr. B5-i]7.
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7 O,1 'i'lrese th':r¿rrted ltla-rs deserve sor;ievere :;inirul-¿rrL.y unsuccessful.

e;<¿r¡nin¿rtion .

fu'l'asnrania, lljsber V¡rlerie lìt¡rn¡; l)cl',íìn plannin': tlie reli¡;i'ous

education courses in l,ìcry, Ilf/?. It rvas stírLecì in sclrool-s in I''ebruary,

Lg74 an¡J scven nron'Llrs laber w¿rs l;u<ìrlenly terrnìnatecl by the ilinister of

Iiducation, iìjr. l.l . liatt.lOLt A Jun<: 1f)711 i)ress sta1 enrent indicated his

reason 1Ìor l-lre utrex¡tec tecl action -
rll'o conLinue v¡itlr ¡rn irrt<-'¡'¡abetì syste:ir v¡liich
corn¡tels strrclc¡rts to t¡rlie tlre reli¡',ious stutlies
l)rof1r¿irnrìle r,vouI<l l¡e llot-l i offensive to tl're ri¡ihts
of lrarents ancl contr¿rry to 'i;l ie wish of !'arli¿rrnentrr.loti

This statenrc¡rt neecls to be plarcerl inLo the context ol tlie l]istory of

reli¡¡ion in educ¿r-bion lyiti r r,vlricþ lasnranian Ie¡lisl-arLion lrad been ¡iral.lplin¡1

es¡lecierlly since l-f132. In tl¡aL year, blre lÌclucation Âct had stal-e<l that

all- teaclrin¡Ì',v¿rs to be non-scct¿rrian, tll¡rt one liour lter',veel< v¡as to be

rnafle availa,llle lor reli¡iious ins t-ruction t'¡lrich ',voulcl be tal.'en by eitller

the reli¡1ious insbruction te¿rcher or^ a rnelnÌ>er of tkre cler¡ry, arrtd that

students v¡ere not corn¡¡e]led to t¡-ilre rcli¡1ious instruction if their ilarents
ob¡eclre.l .107 'rlius, tkre 'll¿rsrrani¿rn reli¡iious instruc'bion system v¡as not

unlil'¡e tlrat in South Aus'bral-i¡t ¿rlltcr 1940 ¿rncl i'us succcss v¡as also

cornparable. Accorclin¡1ly, in 19ÛÍl' ir Íichool in ijociety lìel)ort recornrilended

tìr¿t rel-i¡iious ct.lucation rcpIace rcIl¡1ious instrucLion. In commentì-n¡1

on tliis report, ltichalr.l L'ìly wrotc tlrat it

'rref l-ectccl the bl rinl<inr',
cornmuni-t y, nilrrely :

1; lìcurncnic¿rIly-rnindcrcl
An¡iIic;rn, and sol¡retin¡es
lÌairly stron¡1, personal

of' certain frolU)s in tlre

Cirri sti¡-urs; ( l'rotestant,
(jatlrolic) ',,rho of'ben possesserl

reliÍiious oonvictionsr and r''tho

(Lo4)

(105)

(roo)

(107)

see ¿rbove , p. t-;'/ . -

I'JeiI IJ¿rtt cam¡rai¡incd ¿rs ¿r ollristl¿rn rn
l.rut clecl-eirecl liinrself tn i¡thej.l;i; prior
I¡or cletails, sce L¿runceston l'ìx¿rminer

l'lell-ockr ol).cit., p.4O.

IiIy ll ., r(locl in
I974-1,!)7t-;.

the 19öG federal election
to tl re I'J-/Z. state election.
11 A¡rril, L97?.

Schools;r , 'i'lre Aus'br¿il-ian Ilunanist, I'lo.lJ2, Sumr¡er
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Íilìiìr()(l a colrccrn [.o ovcrcolnct [,] tr: counrLt¡t.i c¡ition lrlocl'¿rr,el;
vrlriclr olt-en rcrltrl[,ctl J'ronr convenl-iotr¿rl r.lcnolni nation¡,rl
nìe'bl ìo(lri of' I.)rct;entinl ,, rel-iliion .i.n fjt¿rte tjclìooIs. 'lhese
rlÌcunlenic¿¡lsr bcLieverl tlr¡¡L tlre reli¡iiclus i)erspective,
und 1rerson¡rli¡;c:<l s1;, irì. l-uaLj-[-y r'rcre becolrtini{ increasin¡i]-y
renrol,e lronl tlle r.icct¡líìr tl rou,",ìl't -v¿c¡r-l-tì ot'Íitate richoof
clril tlren.

2. Defencìcrs - in a broa(l lray - ot'tlle existin¡¡ social
an<1 poli't ic¿rl or'<lt:r, r'rlto bendecl to see reli¡jion as a
valu¿rllle ltro¡r lor tlre lnor¿rl rulcs and conventions uncicrlyin¡.',
tlral; ortìer. Thesc ¿ìre tlìose wltoí:t, perllaps perjorativeLi¡t
but otherrvise arptly, t-ìrc histori¿rn C.;l.lì. CLark l'ias terrned
tl re rrnoral l)oJÌcerrenr ofl Âustl:ali¡¡¡r socieby.

íì. Â ¡1rou¡r of crìucation¿rl 'l-lreorisl;sr olten closel-y l-in;leci
vri'L;lrblie li.Late ìLrluc¿rt;ion ì)cparLrrren'b. Iìre";e supportecl a

clrilr.l-orien l-¿r't ed antl ltrobJ-cnl-oricntatcd, ra l,Ììcr than ¿r

sub.jcc'b-ori<:nt.¿rl-c<l iìpl)roiìcìr to tlre eritrcatiorl i)rocess.
'they rc¡iarclcd iL ¿rs tieutrarl (in tlte iut-erests of ecìuc¿rtin'l
Llrc rivholc cliil<l t ) to i¡rcLurlc rr;tor¿-rlI ancl trel-i¡liousl
probletns rviLþin l-ìteir i¡venl;ory of- ;rltlcationally-cþalIen¡,in¡,,
1.rroìl1crns.

4. liducirtional ¿ttlt,t,inir;t;r¿rl-ors trl to rei;itrdcc.l the existin; ',

r;yr;'t crrr íìs often j.¡rt-ol-c¡allly i,nef,l'icielli.; zrucl vrho l1opeci to
rerrctly bht:r;c incJìt'lcitlncicl--; ìr',' ¡,"-it-t,'-' li;, ltcli,r{'ious fìlrlbruction
r,vj-bl¡in tlle ¡rnrbit of'ti Lc l'j cluca'Lion Dcir¡t''t t,tenbrs porver';o itire,
f ire, ¡rccretli't arìrl rc-,r 'ullrirt:. rr'l-Oll

In 1309, ùLre Ovc-r-l-on Cor:rni[,tee r,¡til; l;ct up l-o im¡rlerrrent tlte llroposrrl.s

v¡iri.ch ei;l¿rnat,ctl l'ro¡rr t;l rc-' ¡lllovc Iiroui)íi. 'l'hc: Over|.;ou (.]olirlrri,t'bee nlerü fourteen

tirnes betr,veen .Iunc 1i.lUt.l ¡rnri I'loverirircr 1.'.f/1. Ini t. j lr,ll¡r, 'blre Cathol-ics

opposeLl the rlcvel-oprnen.b of a relj.,,,iouç cduc¿Ltion course but in Juue l-970

tlrey ¡iave tl lcir- al)l)rovill . 'l'llcir clran; ;r: oi^ l.re;rrt tras lrerliaps re1:rl-er,l

to tlre ap¡roirt't nrcnt of Íi.Ls Lcr llurtls íì ri (-:urri-cululn O lf icer, the clecision to

ai:ltoint tlree clrurch lîeì)rcscì'ìt,¿rt,ivcl; ortl-o tlr<t í:jcl,cction Coinnittee ol

]]ive, the provil;ion l-llat tr'¡o o{'l-i rc Íìcvcl-r'oc¡arrl rrrelnbers \'/ho would Éìccrecìit

teacllers v;oulrl be aplroinLces of- [.] lc llcarls of] (ll:rnrclreíi Cor.trtissionrl 
()'j 

o.,.ì

t-ite a¡t1toi¡ltnìcnt of' l{cverenrl ,:'icll¿rcl t'lcl.,l.;er (tlrcn i;ltc 1in¡¡.lican De¿ìn of

lloþ¡trt;) ¿rs ijenior Lcct,urer i¡r Íjl.;urij.c¡l; in IicJi,:'ion in i:lle Ilistor¡r of ftlcas

Departtnenl j.n 't,ìic Tasr:tanj.lln (ioll-c',c ot' i\rlvance<l ll,luc¿rtion i'¿lrere tlle

(fOll) ibid., ¡.r.13: Liic comlra.rison r;itìr Ílor-rLl¡ /tusL-r¿rIilt is fruitful'
since thcre soernecì bo ìre vcrJ¡ .rinlil¿rr rfoul)s .involved in puslrin¡l
for tlrc coursc.

(1Og) 'I'¡e otl rer f ivc ì¡oarrl r¡crirlrerl; vrcre to ìre i:.ppointecl by Lìle Icìuca.'Lion
Detrlartnrent- a¡rd tlre 1'eacìLertì l''ccleration.
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(liven tlle clausc :in blrcrclifr,ious c<luc¿l[;ion t,o¡.rclrorl; r,voultl be t;auJllrt.

1f)73 lìrlucal;ion Âc b, [,] ra'b,

rrliiluc¿r.t ion in rna LLers o[' reli¡liotr
¡rart of tllc erlucaLion ¡lrovicled in
bu'b no inst.ruction slt¡rll be ¡',iven
school that is rlistinc'bive ol any
cleno¡lination or sectrrrlll

sh¿rll- l'orrn ¡r

S'batc s;cliools,
in a StaLe
particular

¿grcl the heavy represcntation r,¡lrich tlre major Ch¡istian denominations

enjoyecì in the cs'bai¡Iisìrnrent an<i operation of the reli¡.1ious educ¡rtion

course, perhaps the Governnrcnt Lrard ¡1oocì reason to feel sli:lht1y
emt¡arrassccl r>y Llle coursc . 

11;'

l/kren contrasLecl v¡ith the lasrn¿rni¿rn axin¡1 of relirlious education tire

Queenslan<l experience is particuLarly revealin¡1 . I'heir conmittee of

enquiry, cotnposed of [ducation De¡rartmen'b persorurel only and chairecl by

tlie Regional IJirector of lrlduca't ion at I{oclthar¡ptot-t, I,ir. Ii.Ir. Gutel<unsi'

lirst met in l,Joveml¡er 1971-.113 li>',actJ-¡ø tlree years l¿rter, Ilobert l'j-sher,

in a letter to the I'lation Iìevietr , rfrote th¿rt

trthe report on reLit',ious oriucation in (lueenslancl
sclrools ... althou¡,,h J-otr¿; since cornpletecl , has
been neitllert¿rbLetl in ¡rarliamentr nor its contents
rlisclosecl .ttIL 

¡rccordinfi'Lo'l"ire AustraLian l'rcsbytcri¿rn Lifc nervspaper of July 1ô' 1975'

l¡L¡ich clainrcd to have a copy, tlrc Gu'beliunsb tÌ.cport stated that bhc e:<istin¡;

systern of reli¡1ious insl;ruction v¿as rrrlisru¡rtive ancl unacce¡ìtablgr'115

and coulcl no lon11er be justil'ierì. J'url-her, tltey <1uo1 ed'

(11o)

( r_r.1 )

(1,L2)

(113)

(rL4)

il¡i d. r pp. L4-L0 .

ibitl. , p.12.

A Tasrn¿rnian IL<luc¡rbion t'lcxt ltcc¿rdc (TL:I'JD) Cornmittee of Enquiry,
appoint;erÌ in 1i)76, har; 'bacltled the issuc of rStudies in i)'eli¡1ionl
L¡ut its report lras not yct br-'en compÌctccl .

lfellock, oP.cit. t Þ.42!.

Na'bion lÌevic',v , November, 2\,).-ilJ, I974, P.1l)J. .

(l-15) i'/e1loclr¡ op.cit., Þ,42.
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ItTL j.s cvirlcnl, lrolrt t,l rc f ¡r::c nttlttl:er¡; of' ¿rr:lverse
cornnrcnl-s Ll.y princ:i¡rarll; anrJ rl bu'l<ln l-s l..l rll l- tl rcir
(rcl:i.,,iour; inrt;rtrct;orr; ) rvoIJ--nteírirìj.nJ I cf'J'or Lsj

sorrrc't irnes rlo rnoro ll;-rrrn blran ¡1ootì, clcvelo¡>in,q in
sorrc c¿rselr nefi¿ltive aLti't udc¡; toi.r¿rrcls 1ìcli¡;ious
Instruction, reli¡ion in :,;eneral ¿ind ClLristianiby
in ¡rar Li culir . " 

1l Û

An An¡1,lican clerfr,ynn¡r a¡lrì ex-Director olì the Counci-l- of'Cluistian Iittuc¿rtion

in l/estern ^Aus'tralia, comrnetrtecì,

"I1 ttiis is a¡r ¡ìccurat;e renclerin,,l of tl'rc spirit of
the 1ìeport, it rnay ltc ar,r;uecl tlr¿r'b tire (¡ueensland
cabinet lvas reluctant to relc¿Ìse the lìeport bec¿ruse
o1 1;ossiblc ¡lolitical-pc1,c¡cussions, es¡recially
íurìonj i clrurcl) l)cople .tt LL /

This vieru is supporte<ì by A.\'J. lllacli il-r a 1375 publication, lÌeIi;iious
11.i1litudies in Âustrali¿rn l'ubl-ic Íicl.rools. /rf ter sì relvin¡; the Clu'i;el;unst

Iieport, tlre (lueen.;lanrl St¿ite Cabinet , itt 797t.¡, esLablislred ¿r rcli¡iious
eclucation Curricul-um l'ro.jec1 rvitlr blre job ol rlevel-opin,g a course not

at oclcls vrith the reli¡lious insLructÌon LratÌil-io¡r. l¡our cllur"Ì, D",rpl"11tl

rvere seconclct'l [,o tlic Curriculu¡n ljranclr to rlr¿ilv rrlr a s],r1lal¡us ancl l,o

¡rrovidc currictrLrrrn rnater,iltls sui t ablc f'or aIl <ì<:nolrin¿ttions ; to c.leveloi>

suitable in-sclrvice traininr , cotlrrtci 1-or cler,',.y, lrrlr ¡rcrsorrnel aurl

inberestetl teaclrers; ¡rrltl [;o csL;lrl¡]jl;ì r 1.¡iIot l,ro.jcc[,s jn 11i'lferetic lrarts;

ol- tlre Í.ìtatc.l';ÌO A f\rrtlrcr intli,cll-i-otr of t.Ìrc ¿ri.'i;il.;urlc of thc 0uecnslancl

Governrnent torvarcis tl l<: tcaoltinl i ot'r-cl.irlion',ras boltì1;;, cxpr:essctl by tlre

i,linis'bcr of ìlrìucer1,ion, iir. V.J. i,irrl , r'rlto siLì,rì, tln ltilril 24, I97i',

r|I'lre int:iorluctj.on oi-' irccelrt¿tìll-c lÌclii'ioul; InsLruction
l)rorrr[ùlÍ] irr sclrool-r; rlocl; ito t ttc''¡,r.[-e t]rc rcstrlonsil.>ilit:l'
of |¿l¡s¡l-s 1;o |rovirlc l¡¡,t:;-Lc l,ra-'..iltin'' i¡r a 0ìrristiau
l.loctrj-nc bJ, rnal<inl i ul;c of clrurcl r scrviccs, Sunc'la¡'

llchool-s anrl o t.ìlcr suclr l'a.cil-.Ltics noi/ ¿rvailabl-e
in'Llrc conrntunitytr.L2'1-

( r-10 )

(117 )

(118)

ibicl. t t.4i!.

ibicl. ¡ )'>.11i1.

publislrcr.t by tl rc Aur;t-r¡:I.i.¡rn (jouncil of tÌduc¿rtional 1ìesearcli, see
eslrecia-ll.y pI). I l;-1(r.

lìev. Dr. 1.. i.avor, Í'ir. (i. llcl-l-.i', lìcv. (i. lìcíìtl , Iìcv'. 1)r. i..lunro.

\'/clLocll¡ ol).cit., l.4i).

Tlie Aur;Lrcrl-iarr Ilurn¿rl-lir;t, Iìo.lÌzl , Íllrri-n:i1 1.9'/'.t, l"ron'b Cover.

(11e)

(:r ,20 )

( 1rÌ1 )
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I'hcsc trvo sl.¿rtcs ¡rrov.i.dt: irnr¡rlc cv.irlcnr:e oj' t,lrc v¿rious lta'i;tl-cs

r;rtrr<>ttnrj.itrJ,, rr:lirlior.ìl; r:'lu<;rrLi,on rUrrl, ,"ril;l rout- r.lc:t;irilLnl i Ll-rc strur,'1cl;,
[;] lc o[;.lrcr sl,itti:l; lr;rvc l;ccll l;irrr iIiLr: no,r ,írt,ivc rcl:uIt-:;. Victor-j ¡,r h¿rr;

been unable Lo <lovclo¡;, a viiil;lc rcli¡iiorrs; cclucation course \/ììich ìj¿ìs

arcceJ.rtable Lo all clrurches iul(l l-crrcllorst orJlanisa t ior".122 i'he

Australian Ca¡rital Tcrritor¡¡ hirt o1r.Ler,l for l_ocal- a¡d corirmunit¡r J¡¿""¿

initiatives instea<l oJ- a corìmon, centraliseri syllarbrrrttt lvhile l¡o'i:tr

i'lelv Soutl-r Ìlal-es ¿rnd l/cstcrn ./iu¡;'l-ralia ¿rre stilf ar,raitin¡1 relrorts lrom
bheir I'linisteritrl co¡runitteel; or lÌnc1ul.r¡..1'::4 rncìcecl , so unsuccessfur
have been tlte sLruJltiles in t.lrc o.Litor sb¡rtes, tìra.L'.'iellocli i¡as able to
clain that,

rrof aIl 'bilc Austral-ii¡¡r s't-atcs, lìoublr Âustralia
Ir¿¿s undoubteclly rnade [,lic r,-rosb |ro¡ress in recent
years i¡r esL¿rbl-i¡;lrin¡i lìcl-i¡iious Irì<lucation as a
re¡plar anrì v-iablc courÍjo o.| s Lucl¡r r.,'i bh
¡.rc¿rdernic responsiltili t y". 1íl!)

Ând yeb', in tl'ris statc, j-t trers bcen rncL wibl'¡ en'l-husiasm by neither
¡-rrincillals, te¿rcl'¡ers, s'butlenl-s nor liarents r'rl ro eitlter see it as

po'l-entiarlly clivisive or else simply un¡ropular. It h¿rs l-ega1 sanction
but not overt public su¡rporb. L'/liy, thcn, v;as it introcluced l,¡ibh sucir

has'Le? l/as i'b pusliet,l tlroui',ì r as parrt of ¿r clcal r,¡itìr the churches.bo
Ì<eep'tliem silenb ¿¡.t¡oul-.|-lrc nerv r;eü erlucation.orr"""?126 o" rvas it a

(ttt-z¡

(123)

(r24)

\'/ellocl,l¡ op.cit., p1t.ll1-4. A Cornrni'Ltee of- ìÌevietv is stilI sì_ttin¡.,.

ibirl . , ¡t¡t43-4. Alttiou¡;1r tl'rc Australian Ca1;ita1 'l'erritory ijorl:shoi-r
iìe¡lort of 1.975 v¡as cnclorscd by thc Â.Ci .j.'. Scl-roolsrAutitority as a
policy s-l,ateme¡rt provirìi-n¡i ¡iuiclelines f'or j-'b,s cleveloping lìeIi¡iious
i-ducation l)ror(Itarnrne, tl rc rclillious itrovis,Lons of tl're I'l .S.','j. hct
are stil1 cons-l-itutioniilly apirlicr,rble in thc 

^.C.T..
ibicl . ¡ It.47. I'lre tl .ll .l'i . lìnciuir¡' r,¡lii-cli bciiern in Â1triJ-, 1975 is
ex¡:ecte<1 'Lo bc volt¡.ninous. 'i.'lrc Uor¡r¡ittce h¿rs not onl¡r receivecl
public submissions bub ltas ¿il-so conducte(ì $LtrveJ¡r; of Iarge salrples
of parcnt$, Le¡rclrers, strtrJcnts, principals ¿rnd visitin¡1 reli¡,ious
cclrrcation teaclrers.

ibid., p.liiJ.

AL tìre 1.9'/3 LL| annu¡rl (Jorrvent;j-on, a Youn;; L¿ibor Âssociation r,totion
movecl by Ann I'cn¿lelly !'J(ìs l)asf;eci wil-h itn acce¡rt¿rble amenclnent, novecì
by IIu¡ih lluclson, thal- ltarcntr; h¡rve tilc r-rltÍnrrrL;c ri¡llrt of rvj-thcìraryal-
v¡hich sbatedrrtllat l;ei: crluc¿rt-ion be 1.¿ru¡,;li'b in 1;rinrarry ¿rncl secondary
schools as an inte¡t¡irl ¡reirt; of ecluc¿ition in ltunan rela.bionsiriits
l'titl'r en¡>h¿rsis beinl', pliìce(l on lio'tlr l.,syclroloriiceil ancl .rhy:;ioIo,r iicaJ.
aspects... . ancl on contracel)tio¡r ancl l'eunily lrla:enì-n¡¡ tccitnicluesrr.
This notlon, of coursc, l)otcntillly re¡rrericnted a very controverslal

( 12L, )

(12tr )

, Jurre 1i? , 1 J73 .eclucationaL clrantie.'.lhe Advertj.scr
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l)í_t.y-oll t;o Ll lt-' ()lcc [;or¿ll,o Lr¡ c<¡rtn [,c¡-[r¿t]¿rnoc v/ì lír[. ir¡rpoi-Lrctl 1;<¡ Ilc ¡l r¡t1;lrcr

tunc:lrril;Liirttr 
.r ',ovcttìnì(inL rvlriclr rrrlvort,il;tlrl i L.l;t:Il' írli i;t.ll)l)ol't--ilt1 ', ltl.r<>r't;i-Ott,

lìot¡otio)rual.i L.y ¡rnrl tìrrrlc-lritL.lljlrL .; r'rl rìclt irlc:rctirsctl rlrirrl:ini ', ltourí; ¿utrl

¡la.¡nbIj,ni,; f¿rcilit,Les (l.j L¿rl;c LoL-l;cr.joJ rìn{l 'I'ot;itlj.lliLt,or Â,r ',cuc.y l;olirrl)

ancl r.yhi-ch encoura; ,,erì rcotr.brovcr.si;il I tlle¡.rLrical ¡ler'fìorrnances (err,r 0hl

calcutta!)? or v¡as i,b ir morc rjpecilic cfcctorate arppeaJ- to Lhe

influen'biaf Lutltcr¿ìn voters in tlre rnerl linal seal; o.| ClrerÎf ey?I27 Or r;ras

it a successful. ¡rus¡ lrotrr +I* rllc1-lrorlist c¿rbalr in the Ilducation DeparLrren'b
1 tt1

hicrarcliy?^-"

ltro iloubt eac¡ ol tlrcsc fac[,orr;;rIayc:rl Llleir itärL iu l,lte introciuction of

t¡e courr;c írlLl.ìou1 lþ tl:e ta¡;l: oi riual.i--L¿itively itssttssj.rr:: blrcir inct,ividual

con'tribution j.l; cliff.i cult.. I'crlrii¡.x'; l-l rt-'y l;ìroulrì ire ¡íìJ] t;ecl tlre sb¿itus of
r.Lcll iní: parl- of the stor.yr ;urrl Ll rcn inclur]ctl irt ¡r broadcr e).Plalì¿1tion

of hoi,/ Lhe rrcli¡iious cornnrunÍl-yr (¿rlbciL ¿t ra.blrcr ncl)ul-ous cateÍ';ory)

exert a politicerl influcnce ovcr ,íiovcrruncrì| policy ¡ìnd lei:islation.

Ilor,,rever, to ¡lallc ijcnsc of' 'Ll rrì[, inllucrtcc, l;olrc t]c Û¿iì.1s of tlle ilis-l-orical

slrcn¡ltli of tlle t.t;-rjor 1lrot¿¡rlonLl;[;s írrc rc(¡uirecl '

It'he llosj.tive i-rrcssurc for l;i rc rt-.1j.l,ioul; r:rÌuc¿rt.iorl coul.sc c¿lnc fror;' 'che

clyistj-¿¡-n churcl-res anrì, irt r.xrt;ict.tllrr, t-l:t: Iictlro<ìis.Ls l¡ut ouc coulcl be

cxcuserì for rlouìrbinl i tìrlr1. Lltcy coulrl n:ount- sulf,i.cj-en'; ¡,oli'bioaiJ- i-':-'essur-e

bo irave a onc hun,lrcrl ycar-ol(l Il',¡ clr¿rn,r ictl autl ¿\ onc ìruncl::er.l i/eíìr-oIci

sc¡ool cupj-culurn clìix1íiecl . ()cr"l-n]nl¡' 1n Ílout;lr liustralia tile ,lebì iocÌis-L

Churclr is r¡uch stron¡,,cr 1-.lran in ol.lrcr Ausl-r'aliatl s1,¿.r,'Les. I;'rorl tlle 137Û

Census filprcs, I,'ietl Loclisl.s; al'c ovet' f iltccn l)cr ccnt- ol tlie to't-al liouth

Australian poirulation llut fel;s ['ii¡L¡ c'i ¡'lrt i''cr ccn'[' oi tlle'Ùot¿tl ;\us.;bra]-ian

population; l-ìrus, tlteir nunlcr.icirl sl;rc¡1,,',tr it'r tlll¡ s'l-i.tte is sil',ni.iicarrL.1;liJ

In aclcliti.on, accorclin¡i Lo llncel, l;lrcy t,cn<l uo l¡c 'rstroni.ily rel)ressnts¿"13O

l¡ I <:clucail-iort I occttlr¡ l-iorrs;. llorcovcr, t-lttrì u;, 't-]lc ten years ¡'lrioilto the

(I27) Sce aì¡ovc (p.r,l;) f'or tlet¡.i.ll-¡; ol llunr;[.anrs i..;ì]cccì.ì ¿it tÌlc 1975

St¿rte A. L . l'. (lorlven l-ion .

(128 ) lìncel Í..i. , l,ìr1ual ì. Ly ancl hutitori t¡' , 1!-l7O r ¡r.1,r-rtì , rri'ìc bhodists alte

stronÍll-y rePrcselltetl in occu¡>a1;iolts sucl'l ¡il; oclrool- teachin¡i.
Â<.lvancc¡ren'b in blrc arl¡¡j.ni:;traL:lvc hierarcll¡- ol the ltre',v i.iout.ll i'/ales
liducatio¡ I)c1>ar l;tnent .il; l-r¿rrli Lion¡rl-Iy clelretrcìcn l- on I iethodis'¿
¿rffilj-ations.'r 'i'he Íloubìl Austraf ian liìrluc¡-'t,lon J)eltartrnen'U nlcly be

s;inriI¿rr.

(l-í19) Aus.tralian ì-iurc¿ru ol [j't-¿rLil;l-icc, 1.9'/t) Ccnr;ur; ol i)opulation and llousin¡;

(13O) Encel, olr.cit., ¡r.1tìL'
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-ll)76 Census, ¡i¡Lion¡lI.y, t,llcir. n()rn.irrll atll rcrencc rh'o1r¡.rer-l l.ly t;rveJ-vc ¡rer

cent (ovcjr l4Or(XX) ¡rco¡rf6.¡) rvl rilc-. irr Íjout-lr Atts;tralj-¡r i-L tlro¡;¡rctì b¡r ir

rlisturl¡in t,,Ly lLiill¡ f'ourLeen ¡rer "",-rt-.131 
ílc¡Lnrvlrilc, the toLaI Christi¿ur

perccntaiic ac'Lu¿ìlly rose by four Ì,cr ...rt.Illíl ïhc r'ie'Llroclists v¡ere not
't¡e only Iosers; 1-ronl 19t-.r(.¡ to 1f)71 tlrc Con¡pe¡1a'L;i.onalists (sixtcen lrer

cent c.lro¡-t) anrl the Churches of Clrist (ten per cen'b (-lroP) r'rere also

¡Ioinfj badly ','¡hich mal<es rnore sense of i;Tieir la'ber nlove 'bo forrn the

Unitin¡1 Chu.clr.13t ,rorn. of tl'reir scctr¡rian opponetrts vicrer in cornparison,

rloing bet'ber. 1,'rolrr 1900 to 1{)7i-i the Luthcrans rrere up by four })er cent

v¡l-rile the Anfllicans a¡rd l)ap'bì.s1-s harl <lroplted by 1-our ller cent alì.-l one per

cent respectively, but tllc ll.oman Catìrofic flocì'l , 1¿rrllely clue to r,ri¡¿rarrt

aclclitions, ìracl lncreasecl by [,v¡clvc r)cr cenL.134 AII these liercental;es,

of course, neec.l to l-le balanced at;¿rinst a tot¿.tl- Íjouth Australi¿rn 1-ìoliulation

lncrease of over thirtccn ¡r"" ..t-,1, .135

I¡rom these jìÌ¡pres, i.t is obvious t-ha1" tlre Protest¿uIb cl-rurclles ilenerally
,¡¡ere fa¡in¡'l baclly, ancl the non-conf'orn-i.sts t,/erc cloin¡', e)ítrerrlely Ua¿Iy.136

'Iheir searclÌ for avcnues of reviv¿rl lccl tlrcln totrar<ls clenonrinationaL unity,

a ¡¡reater i¡terest in soci¿rl il;sueri anrl, concurrcntly, -bl.re attelnpt to

han¿ over a larlie slice ol bircj-r tyou1 Ìr r,'¡orl<r to thc [c]ucation Delrartnent.

they coulcì not affor(l Lì-re rcsources oJì brarinin¡1 specialis-b teachers or

proviclin¡i ecluilrmcn'b and te¿rcìrlnil ¿ritlcs ;n<1 'l-ltey coufcl see that their

rcli¡1ious ins;.bruction effor.Lli ucre, at. llcl;'l-, in vain. 'Ihe Ilet'¡ []otrth

lJal-es church ìr¡rrl al-rearìy spcnl- I,lT5grOOC) on ¿irClu:is'l;i¿rn Life Curulculunll

for Sunciay sc¡oolsl'37 'n on atl,er¡pt Lo ¡rrrcst'bhcir trrel-ve per cent ¡rnnual

(131) Australian Ye¿-rr lJool',, 7()74, ¡t.7.4'.) and Íjoutl r Äusbrali¿ul Year ììool<,

( r-32 )

L973 | p.1.4r-;.

ibid., in fact, frorit 1-9(j(i 1;o ').'.)-/l¡

v,rlriclr tlic¡r ciecl:Lnctl lty L!)'7ú 'úo 4.I

ibid. .(r_33 )

(134)

(135) .A,ust¡alian Year llool; Ii-/4

l-lrc increase \,,/as 7.¿l per cent
i,ler cent.

¡rnd Íioui;lr Âustralian Year' lìool; 1973

it¡i<l ., tìrc L)resltyteri¿rns sttilcrccl a slump o.1 1i] ¡-rer cenb.

, ¡t.I'JII
p.11-f-|.

(l_:l(ì) A lgTfJ Unibin¡i Churclr Íiurvc.)/.i,ndicat-erì t-hat clturcir men'oersitili \'ras

continuin¡i to <lecline in ljorr.t-lr /',u1.;'brulia,
June, 'I97Í".

see T'lie Cenr-r¿rI Tit;tel;,

.Iuly 1-!-llO, I!)-//I , P.{}.(L37 ) I)aIe, I'la bional- 'I i-rncs;



tlrop-ou'L ra l;c . 'l'l rull Ll :c i.r tno t j vít't- j-on

rrtas perfec L;ly le1ii Linat,c anrt lu; Lrrtc.

:',ettin¡l tlrr.r courl;c in Ll rj-l; r;l.lrt;c?

1 /1^

I'or Lhc rcIi.¡,j-ous eclucai;ion liuslr

Ilul-, vrhy l,,cre tliey so succesful_ in

As suil¡r:es.becl ¿rbovc, t;ì rc ,r ',ovcrrunL-nt- ol l,llc riay dcllnitel.y s¿rr¡ electoral
value in ¿rcccclirtri l-o thc rcllrir;Li.¡lnrl)rcÍisulîc anrl ycb, one coul-ci ¿r.t-,rluc

bìtat tìrey nccrl not lr¡rvc Ìiìovetl r;o lrlLiLtíÌnLl',r or Í.;o rapicìIy just to ¿rvoirl

offen<lin¡i 'Llic votcrc. Â r;rorr: lr¿1l¿r-ncerl i."ltcÍnlc Comrn:lttee coulcl i-.¿ive beer-r

selectecl ; tlre i'rojec t 'lcaln coulrl lravc j.rrcl-urlccì ijotiìc non-ChLris'bi¿.ins ¿Lncl

rrninor'-clturchrchrir;bj.¡rns; t-l re lirhrclrl-ion hct could l.i¿rve becn aunenclecì less
oì.ltrusively; ¿r (.ior;rmltbee coul-r.l lurvc l.¡cc¡r f'ornccl 1;o c:.:anine, Ì)roloundl.y,
a.11 as¡rec Ll; oll 1;lrc 1c,.',a1 , ctlucrL tio¡l¿rl , l;ocial ¡urr I ir j-:;torical- n¿rtte rs
rela'becl i:o rcli¡iioul; crìuc¡tLion ¿rnrl corrlrl lr¿rvc concìucted an c:",tensive

entluiry over a lon¡,cr ¡rer.Lorl t.itcrcl-:¡, cniiltl,i.ny i '[.hc,rlovr)rruncn.l- to it¿rÌ<c no

chan¡;es (vrliiclr t¡oultl sa1.is.f.y tirc r.cl-i. iour-; i,--rluc¿rl;ion o¡.rltonents) ancì ye'u

Lìpllearbo Lrc clLo.LnIl l;o:netliin; 1 (r'rlriclr r,,'oul,i sarbisÍ'¡' t-lre su1-rporters). Tl-ris

¡rloy is ¿r not unfamj. li¿rr \','c.rl)on {ìvail¡ìl)le to,, lovcrr,rcrrl;s vrhen the;.'are
f ¿rcccl t'¡i. th cou Lroverrii¿ìl rc lorr;l; l;u.t;, l-ns l,c¡rr i, r,ri uÌr uo cìer;tancl frorr s'uurìcn';s ,

1-cachers or ¡rarent-s, Llrc.'¡ li tcra1l¡' l;t-anr¡,cilcd 'ulLrou¡,Jt ¿t couri-ic r,;l Liclr

t¡itirin l-l',ro ycärs ol o|cra1;ion l¡¡r,i l;ct:n l:ul¡¡.;'uanLì;-t11,1, conclenne rì.

Âs intlic¿r{-erl aÌ>ove iioutlr r^rul;l-r¿il iiL ìr:,rj, r;-incc iL¡; carl-iesb col,onial-
r,ìevelopnrent, ltccn a CÌ'risl-..i-¿rn ¡;.Ll..t-c,,,'itlr ¿rn lrr.-l-icul¿l.be tìrou¡,lr nob olten
an intel.IecLual- rcliiliour; cornrirlurj. Lr'.t't' ' A,r,i ivl rilc tl rerc h¿rs been ¿l rn¿rrllerl

r-lecLine in chut-clt ¿r1;t-end¡Lnccr; anrl mcr;rbcr"clri.l, (¿rìr¿-irt- ;Í-rorn tlte b'oost to tìre
Catl'rolic Cllurclr arrd the (ireel.-. Or[.lrot]o-': Cl-iurclr v¡itll tìre errrivaL of
inmi¡irants frorn lìuro¡;c sincc l-l rc Íjeconrl ,','orLc,l i'"ar)tttis is no'b inciic¿rtive

(1.3û )
rrÂclelairlcIs clrurclr inst-j, l-rr|.,j-onl; carelullJ¡ .rncl vithout e>lcessive
emo't ion¿.ÌL tli.s¡rla¡,, r.lclincrl boblt l.hcir- crce<l:; anc-l public ina.¡c to
acconiorlltc ccc t"j-onal cl r¿tf 1cn; icl; ,í'ror,t socic L¡'rr, .r,'rencÌr ll. , CìrurcÌres
¿urd Socie't-.y in fiouL;l r Lusl-ralia l.iìtio-1!)OO
cliurcl'rcs, rrnever scriotrsJ-y rlucl;'uionin,,,, Llre soci¿Ìl orrler', consistently
offererl a cri-1.;ique of í.loc,L¡rL il;sues rylLctlicr political , econonic
or moral .rr (my enlpha.sÌ¡; ) In oti'.cr- ',rorcls , i-ì re reli¡lious commLlnity I s
contribubion to a tl reor.etic¡rl- unrlersl.anclin,,, ol society has tenr-led
to be morc lou<l 'bl ran l.rroi'orrnrì.

t D.4tr9 ancì D.4'/O the



:1.: ro

oll a broacl rno¡r-clrrisL;i¿rnr novctncnt ('tl Le lru¡',e tir;r.iorì.ty of Soutlr Àustrali¡rns

sLilI insisL 'Llr¡rt l-lrcy l.rc cllrj.fit,i¿rnl ) nor rloes il- su¡1¡1es't th¿tt .l-irc

rclil{ious lr<:¡lcrnctny ',vlliclr }llr; rlcvcl-ol,cr¡ íìs pirt'L o [ ¿r cl'r j-s t ial-r iris Lory ì,s

ìteceíjsa1.iI.y in rtcclinc. iL'lrc f al; [, 1,v¡o (iovcrrìot'r; li¿tvc l-¡een t)rof-csr;ioniì.I
13lJchlpch-men;'-"' tlte AustrlIi¡rn liro¿rtic¿-tsbin¡1 Coinnrissiou 'Iclevisj-on Sl-¿ttions

l¡roactcast cl-rurcll serviccs on liuntlery rrrorrtin.(,,s; P;u'li-eunent in alvt¿¡r5 opened

rvith the Lorcls l)rayer; t.lre i'ress run rlllou; ihts for the ìiayr Lai<en Í'ror¡

ilible re¡ercnccs; LcbLers to i-lrc lirjiLor columns Llre still- freely availabLe

l-o clristian r,u¿rrriors v/lìo conbinue to f i¡1ht ailainst i;lreatrical nucìity'

¡rolitic¿t blas¡tìrer;ry or oLlÌcr c:<¿unplcs of lrcaLìren inllucllce; i.roì;eIs sbill

leave liibles i¡r roo¡¡s vrl-riclr ar.e ur;erl l'<¡r ol[,en i.] rc leas'l- spilitua]- of
purposes; prisons ¿rnrl ¿rrnli<:r; si,.i. 1l ¡rovi<le cìr:,rltluins ¿'¡rcl l-jibles ior ti'ieir

inma.bes; rclj¡i,ious i,foul)s st-ill r-c-cr:ive 't ¿ut¿rbion conccssions ¿rncl

1,10c).enptiops;^''" courts stilI usc l;ilrl-r:s t,¡hcn sv¡c:¿'rrinl i oa'chs; ¿¡ncl tros'¿

peo¡:Ie sbill ¡;et baptÍí:ie(1 , nìarrierl iutc'l bur"ict.l rvit,h cirurclt serviccs.

Â1 though sonìc ol tl're Cl-rr-i-s[,i¿rn ccrernonieíj l;ucìì ¿IS Chris'btnas ancì Ilaster are

ccrtainly ltecorir.lnrl nlorc ¿rntl !¡ìorc sccular, trtoratlib¡¡ is still ler¡1e1;'

eclua.tecl rvitll CIrisl;ianì-'by. ln o'l-lier r'¡orr.ll;, iu l.ener¿jrl , CIrisbiani't ;' i5

still a si;1nif-icíìn'L parrt o[' <¡ur t.]onr.i nant culLurc.

'i'l-rel'c ¡>orverí-ul rcliriious Ìrclictaon¡' iroultl cer'l-;,i,Ltrly l'aciÌita'be any ai.'betr¡l'b

bo increase l,he cìiurch i¡rllucncc in school-s ;,rncl ¡terhatlls it e>"pl-ains 'úl'ìe

cíÌse and ralrirìi1;1'of tlte rcli,r ,,iour; ctìuc¡rtion ltuslr. 'rll-tere was in aticlition

sorne hostile rc¿;ction 1,o t;lrc cìx'rn,;in¡t;,ìora1 valLtes oi youn¡, Iieol).l-e "''Ìiicl:
seernccl to provitle íìñunurìi.Lion Í-or' [,lio clrltrcllcs tcl rìcl¡ratt<ì íÌ restoraì;ion of
I roli¡;iousr nrc¡ral Lraininl , Llrorr,r ,lr 't hc r;cl ìools. In lìact tlie evidencc

v¡l1icli j-s usu¿rlIy prescn'[.erl lry l,iiorr: '"rlìo ¿Ìrc ìlorri.l'ieti by thcl;c apir.ìron.l-I]¡

cleclinitr¡1 soci¡'tl stanrl¡rrdl; Ìs very f-lilill;¡,'. -Lnrleecl , far fron' condelììnin':ì;

tlrese chanllinr: value.-i, rìtal-r.y oLlrcr cllurch pcoirlc esl)ouse a Li-oeral slt¡;i:ort

f'or tl'renl . lian.y Clri stia¡i 1t:¿rcìcrr; ( ¡rnrl i.'<¡l-Io\'/crc ) ll¿rrcl.rer-l o-i;ainst Ll le

Vie'bncrn |'iar anrl tirí¡ly lìirve r,tíìrcirc(l ¿lr',¿tin¡;t ttrattiurn riì-nin1 ,; Ílonle il¿rvc

arrluecl tlt¡¡t rnl¡ror rìru1 ; 1.lcr-rnl[-ic:; ìri-ivr,' Ircct.i [,oo ltear¡y orl,oo eelectivc;

sotne suppor''ü ritorc libcr¿rl l;e;'.rr¿rl llrt';l;; nan¡,' ìrlLve inrlic¿rt,ed lrre¿rt; sirrù[ia'u]ÌJr

,'iir Dou;, i'Jiclrollri ilrìrì licv.l.<:j- t,l i i-jc;¿rr;r¡rit.

Churches i1r.e tloL r-cr¡t,Lrccl Lo lríìJ Iiln(i l-¿ul or co¡llcil rates oII
l-1ic j-r ]rroJ)cr Licxi.

(130)

(14o)
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to,,,¡arci the unern¡rloyctl, rnillrirnt-r; rrttrl .¡,lrori:',inals. L L is si¡lnificaub,

llovlever, thitt Íjuclt rì.yrìl)ir l,lr.y lr;u; t;t:nrlerl t,o conte -Les;L; lrorl 'bl te no¡r-conl-orliists

ur1ro, trrerl ra¡rr;, ¡u'c r.ìt,jl.l- tlr:c¡'l.i'cn1.rr:¡rclr<:tl i¡r l.l rc.i r l-r:¿r<litiort¿rl. ol ,!)oriil-,¡,oll

t;o alcolrol , riirrirltlirrr, ir¡<l ri(.'¡1¡¡tI ìrrorir.i r-';ctt.i 1;',, (ittclutlj.¡,r I cliilrc j,,',)l"l' ,,,t,,

see 'bhe olri 1>ur.it¿rn rlenial ¡¡:; s;L,i.II the liiosl- eflfective ansiver rúo

conteriq)orary ÇociaI '.iIlsr. JluL, r'ilrilc tilis lruritanical line is b¡ulcìiecl

¡rbout lt.y sor:re clìurcl¡ ¡reoplc, one rvonrÌcrs.just horv nuch crediìlilii¡t or

f¿rvour it has even anìon¿1st ì"ìebl rorlj.st con¡:reil¿ìtions.

Tal.lin¡1 into ¡¡ccounl.; tìre hazy relarbion bettvee¡r rrìoral-ity tl-rrusts iìn(l econonìic

conditions rìi-scusscd in (llr¡,rlrt<:r tl'ro, i-lre 1!-175 rnoral I)usll cannot be

explainecl solely in ternrs; ol clr¿rn/iinf: econoflric rcquirenìents but 'bìris

llactor descrves sorrre ¿ì Eten t ion. I'l re ¡;t.ate had e><¡terienced a l-oni 1 ìloom,

followecì t¡y a .ber¡lporary recessj-on lror,r rvlricìr it i'i¿r.s cl-iril'in'ì oub, vÌien

'bhe reli¡5ious educa'l-ion coursc '¡as fj.rst scriously rrootecl . The e¿ì.rly

l-97Os were years of conficlence ancl lro¡rc, r'rhen em1-rloyment v¡a-s ltì"gh,

ljovernnent spendin11 ond ltrivate investrrÌent '"'¡¿rs ìri¡1h, and youn.r.i people

arppearecl to have increasinr1 o¡rlrortunibies o1' l-ii¡1her education and a

vridenin¡1 choice o:l worlc. Ând yet, ¿unicl tlris rltrosperityr, the l:iethodist

Church launcllerl a course v¡ìticlr v¡oulr.l su¡lerficialJ-y seern nore appropriate

for clealing vrit.lr an era ol inclustrial- chaos ancl social unrest. i)erhaps

they r,vere sim¡rly over-reac bin¡1.

CertainJ-y, tlre concern r,/ltlch tlrc I'rotes'b¿rnt cLrurcl.ies hacl witli therr

cleclining adherents, their tnoves tov¡ards urri.ty, 'tlreir clespair r,vith the

religious instruction systcnì arl(l pcrha.¡rs tlreir apìlrelìension ovêr^ sor,ì€

raclical noraL iasltions provicìes i-r se-.ttini.,, for blte introductlon of

reli¡1ious education, and the ¡lovernmentrs ¡rre-occul¡ation vrith buiJ-clin¡-;

an electoral ¿iclvanta¡ie ¡liven it¡; ra¡riri l)assetjle eln¡rle political credibility.

(r-41) Condon (e<l ), op.cit.¡ D.7t (vot.III)rrrl¡er¡ questions cause rnore
trouble to many líethodist ¡;arents tìr¿rn tlr¿r'b o:l dancinf.i ... They
are ;rn:tious on the one hancl not to <1eny tTreir younf¿ peo¡lle a
most exhi-liratin¡1 ¡rleasure . . . and on the other hand tltey ctare
not i¡1nore the rvitness of universal experience anrl tire traCition
of the cþurclr in lleneral , ancl of ttre l,lethodist church in particular,
that rlancin¡1 is a ìri¡{r1y tiern,i',erous pastime.r', JuIy U' 1921 .
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(14;l)Onc o:l' tlrern, t,. J)rcw, [-or c;l¡ir r¡r1o r'rrol.c in a ].cttcr to bhe i-cìitor.

J'cnl-ta¡rs Llrc l;t¡.i l'[;trel;:; ol' .i Ll; l]ii:;l:;i,: ,r: ¡r¡rrl cvc¡t l-l rr: j-rrj-tii,rl- corìcel) L ol' 'l;lle

cour$(-) ¡rl-so l^c:<;c j vctl l;<>lrrr: irrìt; ili [.lLlr(.:c ('l'o:,r ¿t cet'i;lL irr I c\/ f:jt,t tì.'Lo ii-cl,l1r,-
1l<,:l;:i.tÍ-orterl, cf()rjr:)1..y-celìtìcol,r:rl lnt:lr ulr<> rrcr-<: ¡rlr-lr: l,o cct-<¡t.rlj.nittc t,l rci.¡.

r'eLi¡;ioul; I ¡lro-occuf-';t l-.i.onr;.

In L'J'/')., less tlr¿r¡¡ 1'our yc¡lrlj ¡rl-[.cr tlrc ,lc-bl roclisl. tjlrurclr ltacl pui-1ecl oul;

of i;lre rclijiious ÌnsLr.uct,.ion r.;.yl;Lci:r, [.he lear.lcrsrri.l-, ol the citur-cl, (nev.

ljr. Il.L. l,lc(j¿u l-lrur rvilr; Cl¡a-il-rir¿ìrr of tire r,ct-iror.lisl- Conicrence at t1'rc 't it,re)

r;ou,t1Ìrt ilrì aÍi[;urancc lrorrr tllc ]irlrrcrl-ì,o¡r ri.i nil.;ter 1.lr¿it a 0ol,l;ti'b'tee'",;oulri !.re

s;cb uJt Lo tlc:al- l,,itì i [,ì re reJ-i,;iiotu; r:rìrrc¡.rt.ion rluof;[,ion. il']'ral, assurance \ias

Í'it'Lìn'Led ¿rncl r.;ulrser lucn [,ly Ll re (-]or r rr i. t- L;ec ol' ì ,nrluiry \'iíìs stacllcr.ì ',ri tii
churcltmen ¡rntl o-l;l lers r,¡lLor \r,l rilct rcl)rc:;cÌ-ti.in.i variou¡; <:duc¿Ll-ionall¡'-

invol-ved irtt,ercsts, \'torc ¡rff ei l.lLcr J-ir.7 1;rclcirerl; or' ¿rctive Clrrj-sbi¿rns.

llìnouqh prorrr.incrtt ¡reople r';cre inclu<lcd [.o ,,.i.ve L;]teir report suf.licicnt
political v,reir;ì rt,. l,'or e;<at¡lrl-c, i t;s clleiirmltn Jolìlì fibeinle ('l,hcn ¿r

De¡tarLnrent¡rl ilcarl , now Dircc l;ot.-(icnc.r¿rl oí' llrluc¡,iLion) ; ,liI'bon ìlunl<in

( blren ar lirir;tar-y ilea<l , l-aL;cr ¿r Í-1./rl'll I'rcsi<lent ); r;t i¡ur i,ann¿lÍ'orci (;hen er

lJeconrÌary Ileirrl, r1o\,r ítrliu¡rer-J Iclrrir ¡,rt i.¿rrion ili,;li[jclrool) ¿rncr lìiev. ],r.
(lrael:re Sireed.¡'(Lcctlrrer, l,ctlf'orrl L'¿irl-.'L'clLcjjers (jo-l-1e,; le, forriterly
Co-Director, Joint l;oíìr'(l ot'Clrrjl;t.irrn llrìrrc¡L't-lon, no\r Director ol'i:iturt
Colle,;,e of 1\rlvetncctl i,,rjrrc¡rlion ) . I [. f ir-s; t; ¡re.t i¡r Oc b,oi;er. Il72], only i.r

['evr nront]rs ¿rl ber t) re i,c1.-l rotli s l, tionÍ'crcncc) r,ro l,io¡l irrr<l 1¡ecn l;resented Uo

iludson. It ri¿lt lor onl¡,' l-cn rrronl.ì rl; (i,,'lricl, .lnclurlcrl tìre Íiurrìr,rer v¿rcal-ion)

;.rncl procìuce(l ¿Ì r'e¡tort r'¡l ljcìr rlirl rrc¡L c;'lnv¡,r;í:, j-n cury rle¡r1.h, tire r,ral-tcr oJl

t,¡heLher blierc slloultl ìrc ¿i rclirliou:; e:ihrc¿r[;1on cor.utsjc, ])cr se. Iti
recotrrnenclc(.1 t.hat- its r:x.isl-iLt,r 'rirr--lrtl;crl; I>c 'iven l,itc-'l.l t.onrlirr¡,; Coriu,r-ittce joLt

ofl advis-i-nr). ír l-l rree I)crson l'r:o.j <:c1,'Jlciin, (lrìriclr iroulcì l)r'ep¿ìre a syllabus)
;rncl ul-.|-inrateì-y ¿r<.lvis;j,n',; tìrc i)irccLr.¡r:-(lc¡rer.l-.1 on llll aspects ol' tj'rc

in'broc.luction of'[,lre oourl;r:. 't'lrc (.lo-or-rlin¿ll,or. oJ't] ;c I'r.ojccL l'e¿rrr r','aFl 11

f'orrner You'[;l¡ i,'orlt Uircctor r'¡i L] r t,l rc ilct:r<¡rìisl Cirurclr ¿'inci Iris ti¡o

colIeí,'ì.,r ;ucfì \ror"c cor,rrnj-t,tctl Clrri.,.,trj-,u-t,.'.1'Ij ' 'i irc iìL¿i¡rriil'i 0ol,ilrj-ttce clccir)ecì

of tlre lìLrntlay r irrj J., /,'t'Lrrtr¡rr'.i' '.), I'.'i/'.;, "'j'o i-iut !';erit 'Lìl¡r-1.; clril-cìren o¡l
Í.icve¡l t;o riinc .ycarÍ; ol' r,L r: ìrc corìcer.norl irj t,ì i irhj.losoplries otl ler .bÌi¿rn

thosc b¿rsctl on r-eli;,,ioul; 1¡o1ir:lr; j-s noL onll, luclicrous, but rluite
unsounrl f'rorir ¿rtt c<tuc¡r[;-Lolr¡'.1 1ro inL of vir:,"¡. " '].'his inclical:es lier
stronr, rclir-;ious; sl,rr¡rcc:. 'l'l Lc ol,l rcr ir¿r: ìì.'j. [-j't,i-u-rd.lie]-cl .
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l;ir;rl, j.t;, rilt,lror.¡L ;ul'/ òillrr)t ìr::ncc oì' cr:l,cr1;.i Í;r) itì [;lre f'j.r:lr-l , t'at,ltot bì ,¡tn Litc

ulluiì] l,lrhlciLLi.on I)c¡)¿ìrl-t:tclll- Urtr.t.icrrlrrln liv;.lrrrrl.ion i;o;rrrl, i;ou1il cvl'Lfui.it-e

[;] rc cour¡tc wlliclL Ì;l rc I'ro.j rrç1. 'l'c;u,r ìrr-cìr(ìrcrl: 1,i rc .i ron.,r oi^ cvalu¡Lt;Ìrr,, j-Ls

ot¡¡r ¡trlvìcc irì)lr¿ìr'clIt;11/ tl.i-tl ¡rr¡1. rrri.l;r; irrt.i.' rrlll-r,r l'l'or,r t¡.i l-l rirr ll¡c Lioirrrr il, l,cc

ell thorrl 1l r j- t rl-Ltl l)ro(ittcc ¿r !; l,rorl' , rcttc t ion i'r'or I 1.(l¡;;;¡;. 
J''ìlJ lr l;1 ccier1

sul)-coluni l-1,r:c ol' blre 'l'c¡icìteÌ.i; llr.; ,ilrt-r¿r [;ion ]jo¿trrL t;¿rl; rccoLìriìcllclcr.l l;i' 't-'-c

Íj'beinl-e Co¡¡li-i- Lt-cc [,o rr¡rrovi r]c i,rccr<r,ij l-¿Ll-ion f'or.' [,c¿r.cllers in ]ìef i ,,j-cus

l,ì<lucationt.I'n'4 rriLl Ler tiirur r-u;1n,, l-l r,:iìol'r,i&l l,o¿rrrì i¡l:iclr rríìdc jucit jerììents

¡rbout cverJ¡ otìter tcaclrer j n tiic: s l-¡: t-c . 'l'l Li s obviously cóls-t susì ,j c ion

on v¡ìral, cri Lcri¿r rni¡11 r1, Ì¡c rrlcrl i,o ¿-isr;c:r';r-l i'cli.r;ioul; crtuc¿'.tion 'te¿-Lcltcrs anr-l

opeued tlre t'rcq,z I'or ¿i convcnion bl.y corrr¡;or:;<:<l , ,rou1; o1' accrecl j-tors. 'I'lte

Stan<-ìin¡., Cornr;:i t,Lee ¿llso rccor lrircrr(lc(1 t-l rc <:lit-¿iirlir;lrr rent- ol loca.l scllool

cornnti'btees [,o ¿rrlvisc 1;]rc l'r.inci¡xi1 orr rrìLt;crr; rcl-a'Lin,, 'uo the coursc itr
blrat school. '1'lresc cornrrr j.tl-cer.; r';crc ¿rlr;c¡ t-o l-le lrcilviJ-y rei-irest:ntecl i,y tlie

cJ-er¡-y (llour out of ninc). 'L'lrur;, ìrr r:vcrjr rrrca of irrriilernent-ation, Lhe

conrposition of tlrc involvert cor¡lrrj. l-l.ccs r','¡Lr; tloninatecÌ by sls¡;Xr ancì

commi'bted clrurclì-l)eo1rIc. 'l'lre I'l,luc¡Ltio¡r l)cl;¿Lrt¡,rcnl-r infaÌnous arloni',srL

infornral cornrrìcnt¿ìtoríi f.-or it-r; urnu;u¡rlly Iri ';lr concentlation of i,c''crtoriists

in senior j)rJl;ltions, lriirl, -i l- :-;ccrircri, ireon c¿rc1\rl- iri its recoirt¡rtenr,-ieci

selection of corrun.ittee and ¡rrojt:ct ncr;r.bel's. Thc J,rcrjont; Iiciuc¡r'Lion

l'i inister.rllr. l;ort liopr,oocl lrir,r;clí'¿r i,lctlrotl is'L la.y irrcacher, t','oul-(i cÌolrbtl-ess

be l-el;s t;h¡rn ¿rnta;ioni-r;l-ic 1;or'¡arrl tltc consolit.ì¿rtion ol the reli3ious
er-ìucation curri,culunr .

Since ¿r I tetlrotlis l- ne.'Lr,¡orli ¿Ìl)ì)c.lrr to exil; [., Ll rerc i¡; sonrc point, in
briefly seeliin¡1 tl re llist.oric¿rl le¿rl;olls lor Llle unusua.J-Iy stron¡i 1.;osition

lvliiclt Iletlrodisrn acclulre<l in Í:joutlL hul;'l-r'a1j¿i. lìoLj-n 
",¿tl-l<er, 

in atr article
enti'bleci 'rl,letllodisnl i¡t tlre rl)ar¿r<lisc ol. i)issentr, 1lj1l7-l9OO",InS provicles

a sta-rtin¡1 point. llc calcul¿tbed tl¡¿rt by 1[ìlll> \'Jesleyan f,iethodists

constituted bhirteen per centr o1ì bl rc colonyrs ¡ropulation. Îl-ris quite

subs'bantial- proJ)ortion coultJ be exlrlaineci in four riaJS. I''irstly, betr.'reen

(r-43) The Australian , January 2i), I97r,t, letter to jiditor frorn l(.P. Darley,
Il¿rwthorn , Sou'blr Âustr¡rli;r. ì.ìarJ.ey 'IJ,ras secre'bary of l(0SSS'

(L44) Alrnoncl anil VJooIcoclr, o¡r.c j- t;. , 1r.lJ1 .

(1-45 ) The Journal of lleliJlious Il.i-s1,or.y, Vo1 .5, ilo.4, 19G9 r PI).33L-347 .
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1{ì30 ancl LÍJ4Ot a lar¡ie number of inlni¡irants ca¡ne froni Southern lîn¡ilirnd,

a strong l'letlrodist area. Secondly, up to L840, fifteen per cent of
assisted mi¡¡rants catne from Cornwall , l)evon and Somerset, also stron¡¿

I"lethodist counties. Thirdly, Cornish nriners, r,,rho vrere often I'lethocìists,

were attracted to the copper mines a'L t(apunrìa in 1843, lJuma in 1í-145 anci

l,loonta in l-iiôO while, final.ly, u1:l to 1t150, rnost imnrigrants were vrorliing

class people ancl l'lethodistsin llritain in the rnicl-nineteenth centur¡r lysps

usually members of that 
"1o,0o.14Û 

In<leed, I,lethoclisn flourished in
rvorking class areas sucll as PorL Ârlel-aide and i,ioonta although i'iall<er

admitted that no calculatrle fi¡',ures v¡ere available on what percenta;1e of
I47Irlethodists were workin¡¡ cfass.

By 1860, although VJesleyan l,lethodists still only accounted for thirteen
per cent, v¡hen tlieir numbers lr¡ere ¡lddecl to the L'rinitive I'lethodists and

Bible Cluistian totals, they collectively nurnberecì 103r000 and 21 per cent
of the total- population.l4tl In 1871 , they h¿rci increased to 23 per cent
and by 1901-'Lhey hacl toppecl 2ì1i per...rt.14C Ancl tÌteir political anci

educational activity was not rìlvarfetl by their nurnbers. lJy 1869, they

had estal¡lislred Prince Alfrcd Collc¡;c as one of tlre tworrnurseries of
the Establisl',,nent";150 betvreen 1lllj7 ancl 1[]76 there \,/ere tvro l,ietirodist
Le¡3islative Councillors - this increa¡;ed to ei¡1ht bett'¡een I?77 and

1896;151 tl-r" I.abor leatier and l)re¡nler:fronr 19OS to 1909, Tom Price, was

a l,lethodist l-oc¿rl" preircher;152 vrlrile in 1.1ì91-, six cancliclates stoocl

successfully on a rllethodist ticl,et'.15ño,rt of their political rvorl< has

hin¿iecl .on nrorality - tlrey ca.rr¡raillncd as early as 1{139, vrhen G.',i. Cole,

ri¿o)

(r47)

(148)

(14e)

( t_so )

( l"5L )

(1s2)

(153)

ibi d. , pp . il31--332 .

ibid., ¡t.342.

ibid. r pP.33l--332: thosc tlLree ílroups forrned one church in 19OO.

ibid. r ì)t). 331-ll3tl.

ibid., ¡;.345, the other of course, r,rars St. Peters Colle¡1e, the
Inurseryr for An¡[ican tr<lysl

ibtd., ¡r.34û.

ibicl. r f .345.

ibid. , I).341;.
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a I'{etlrodist ¡.rreacher, forrnetl t[e 'I'ot¿tl ÄL¡stinence Lea¡3re, a¡lains.b cl'ncin¿1 ,

theabe productions, concerts, fiction,,rlaunblin¡1 , ¡rrostitution, clivorce,
Sunda4¡ sporL as well- as clrinllinl i, on tlre ¡pounds th¿¡t tlrey all consbi'Lute<l

inrnoral- activi ti"" .154

Iìobert \'Jearmouth, refeminrl to tlre ljritislr experience, lavisLred extz.ava¡1ant

credit on t,lethodists for their political r,¡orÌç. ile r,rrote,

rrln philerntirropic enter¡rrises l-l-re.y have usually been
tlle chief lrrornotens, in 'I'racle Union or3anisation 'blte

architects and l-¡uiLtìers, in poJ-itical and soc.ial
',,/clj]are the pioneers ¿rncì le¿rders, in local ¡¿overruncnt
service the precloririn¡r-nt inf l-uencc . . . Âlthou¡¡h late
in tlre fiel-d of pubJ-ic service, Lhe ilctiiocìist influence
soon acquirecl clistinction and irrportance. rr155

Later, his excessive praise incluc.locl tllc assertion that

rrlabourrs ascent to political- inL'l-uence and authority
was due more to l,letliodis¡rr Lhan Lo llarxia¡r theories,
more to the prophets ancl the l,lev¡ Testament tl-ran to
the Communist l,lanifesto. That u¡as true no doubt of
the beginnin¡1 ancl rem¿rined true after a considerable
period of llistor.y, but may not be'h:uc at ühe present

(154) In l-il7il , a1I chil<lren rverc asl:erì to plerì¡¡e total abstinence in a
carnpaign called rllands, of tlopcr; in 18iJ3 tirey used unfernented
rvine at communÍ.on.

(fSS) \/earmouth lìobert, The ljoci¿rl anrì Pol-itical Influence of l.iethociism
in the Tv¡entieth Cen'bur.y I'lrc E¡rr,vorth Press, Londonr 1.957, p.21-I ,
for a counter vievr, see l,lilLibanrì R., op.cit., Þp.LAI-752r rr... â
¿¿eneral secretar.y of tlre Labour Party once cornmittecl hirnsell to
a proposition which has ollten been reiterated, narnely tl-rat
rl'letl-rodism and iiarxis¡rr l-r¿icl been the inspiri:.tion of the Labour
movement. The proposition is more alliterately srnooth than
historically accurate. I,'or horvever non-Establish¡ientarian in
a secul-ar as well as ¿r reli¡lious sense. l'iethodisrn rnay have been,
there is very little in its l.ristory Lo su¡1¡iest that it r,¡as ever
concerned to ¡lreach rebell-j-on to its votaries, and much to suggest,
on the contrary, that the lturden of its nìessage was adaption a¡rd
submission to the econontic anrì ¡rolitical orcler, not challenge -
let alone rebellion - ancl tlrat i'b played a by no menas inconsiderabl-e
role in reconcilin¡i those r.¡ho came uncìer i Ls influence to the
worÌ<-disciplines and tlresystem of denornination of the ne',y
industri¿r1 orc.lerrr, see al-so, 'I'honrlrson II.fr., The i/iaking of tl-ie
Eqglisì-r l/orking Class, Victor l-loll-ancz Ltcì .
espocially Chapter II.

, Lonclon, 19ô5 ,
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nonìent. lìy and lar¡1c, l',tel,hodisn appe¿ìrs to have lost
placc ancl ¡lersuasion in the polibics of tode¡y.'rl-56

Ilven aIlol.rin¡¡ for tlrc querliflications, \fearrnou'bhrs assessment is certainly
too Í{lov¡in¡1 for the South Âustral-i¡rn con1.ext even if his claims coulcl

be conceded for lJritain. Ilowever, the I'ìethodisbs were still very

influential in the colonial develo¡tment of this state; so important,
in fact, tlxrt I''il<e !/¿rs prolnpted to refer to the l-¿l7O-19O0 period in
South Australian state education as tire ri,lethoclist era '.L57 lJaLl<er

disa¡,geed tha'b their dominance \,¡as so ¡'¡eat as to v¡ama¡rt such a label
but he clid aci¡nit that in 1Í183, l8ii{), 1t191, 1893 ¿rncl 1895, they constantly

'üoted in favour of tlre llible being rrsecl in schools altirough, he pointed

out that in LU75 they had been divided over tlle lÌducation Act v¡hich

exclucled llible reading clurin¡i school- llor.,"o.158

Their v¡ork in Sunday schools r.vi¡s rlefinitel¡¡ second to none and by 1-901-,

they boasted 40 per cent of the tot¿rl iìunday sclrool enrolments in the

state, out-numberin¡1 even the Ar¡ ;lic,.r,t.159

In Paradise of Dissent , I)ike ar,r gecl that the I'iethor-lists travelfecì the

"roacls to respectabili-ty"tun On virtue of blleir e¡¡.rly arrivaf v¡hicl'r

enabled them to obtai.n land, ¿rnr-ì because tl-reir temperance ancl thift
enabled them to accurnulate v¡e¿rlt.t. '.'.fitll tìris economic aclvanta¡¡e, they

coupled a piety which to an inrporban'b exte¡rt bccame a fornriclable exanple

of morality ancJ esteeln, reference'[,o,,,rlliclr vras f'recluen'bly rnacic cluri-n¡.i

periocìs of botlr deprivation ¿urcl rìeprarver-bion. It rvas tiie l,lethodist

beacon of inte,rpity arncl success v¡lriclr \'/í1.!r olten l¿rudecl as the hei¡1ht of

(rso¡ ibirl., p.lÌ53.

(L57) Pil<e D., rEduc
in Education,

abion in an A¡.lricultural- Stater, I'ielbourne Studies
L557-J,'.)'ríl r I,J). Gi:-r)I .

(158) \rialker lì., o¡;.cj-t., ¡t.34[r: blrey suplrortecl the l,lational Scrì-p'ture
liduc¿rtion Le¿gue durin¡; tlre J.lì9Os.

(r-59) ibid., p.333.

(f-ô0) See es¡reciaIIy pp.5Ofl-510.
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To briefly conclurle, this chapter h¿rs offered a critirlue of various lrarrcist,
neo-l'li¡,rxist and pluralist theories of Christianity, a¡rcl has <letailecl the
political vrran¡1lin¡1s ruhich occasioned bhe introcluction of the religious
education course into Soutlr Âustralian state schools. The intention has

been to indicate that any useful theory of the ft¡nction of Cluistianity in
a capitalist society must be l-¡is'borically-informed as lrell as sociologicatly
sensltive to the political linl<s bebrueen reli¡;ious philosophy ancl gre

economic and ideological he¡¡emony of capitalisn.

l
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ïlre Previous clrar¡r Lers Ilave , corlec Lì-vcly , lL [-'i;errr¡r t crl to nlal<e tlre
follo'uin¡1 ¡roints: th¿rt tlle te¿rchi¡r;i of re1ÌJlion in schooLs j-¡-r Soutlr
Austral-ia has a.Iways been a contentious iloliticarl issue, that the cjebates
on the issue have refl-ectecl liistoricar ciran¡1es i-n ¡rarty politics,
educational 'bheory, economì-c ¿ur<l inclustri¿¡l conciitions, anc.l social
mores as lvell as churclr politics, tl-rat the introduction of 'blte courses
into sta'be schools have becn clraracterisc<1 by both overt and covert
manoeuvres involvin¡1 churclres, eclucertion clepartrnents, parll¿rnren'bs ancl

various other pressure l',t'oul)ll rc¡-lresen1-in¡', ernta,r;onistic interests, ancl

that the politicat t¡attles surrounclin¡' religious cclucation have been

conductecl r,vithin 'bhe bouncls ol' state he¿emonlc Le¡-litirnacy ancì manilest
themselves as aspects of tìre co¡rtinuin,,t: stru¡1¡;te of suborclinate icleas
competin¡1 for survival in a hostil-e ì-cìeolo¡ical environrent.

These points represent tl.re ¡',ener.al concluriions Lhab can be nlacle about
a study of religious eclucation in tllis staLe r,vhj-ch tal:es into account the
broader ¡rolitical is;sueñ associ¡rt-ec.l v¡ith tlre teacl-rin¡'; of relil¡ion in
schools. They inclicate the extcnt to wJriclr politicaiJ- parties are
preparecl to introduce J-erlisla'Lion r'¡hj-ch is s¡recifically aimecl at r,,roo-in¡;

certain voters; tliey expose tlre plrilosoirhicarl thernes which indul¡1e the
interest of intellectuals wlro lr¿rve part-icuJ-ar ¡.rre-clispositions to,,,rarit

educational ¿rnd political blreories - for exirrnple tha.t of Ìncloctrination,
truth, moraÌity, rationalit¡', l',norv1e11¡1e, laitlr irn<1 in<ìeecì, learnin¡1 itself;
they su,¡i¡1est the influerrce v¡hiclr econo¡nj-c boorns ancì cìepr:ssions ni¡¡lrt
irave on active clrurclr ¿rffilj-ation, on church Í'j-na¡rces and on intra-c¡urch
politics; tliey infer tlr¿rt t,he o\,/ner-.f,1 ancl conLrollers of i.ndustry, (al-ong

with various o't her spol<estlen fro¡,r t,lle Ie,r;ail , eclucational , security ancl

reli¡1ious ¡lrofessions ) reco'1nis;r: sorne uscful i)urpoÉ;e r,¿hicl¡ reIi.r;ious
education can |erfonn in <ìeve1opln¡i ltositive attiturles tov¡arcìs cìrangin-
amangements, espectations ancl sliills of r,¡orl<. t'hey shovr the residual-
role which relj-¡1ion tends to Pli¡y in tlre ret¿¡rclation of public acceittarce
of liberal values associater:l wi1;h social ¡urcl nloral rfashionsr; theJ'
describe the denonrin¿¡.tional- hostility ';¡hicÌi 1rla¡pecl the earl-y cl,rurcites
but r¡¡hich dinrinishetl as the I'r.otcst¿rn'b cirurches sulferecl ernbarrassj-ngl.y
low nlembership follorvin¡1 the Sccon<l liorlcì r'ar anrl sou¡1ltt nel,¡ allia¡ces
to re¡-1ain botir their nunreric¿rl ¡rncl ¡rolitical strength; they clisclose the
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Âustralia, are likcly to ¡trovitlo enouf ,Ìr ¡.rultlic rtretoric ancl private
orflani¡;a't,ion to en$ure Lha'L tlre exi,stin¡i j-nl'lucnce of' 0lrristianiL.y in
state-run sclrooljtr¡', rìoor; ¡rc¡L rlj.lninirilr <htrin11 [.lre curr.ent, recc¡;siorr.

Perhapsthe most conficlent lrro.jcction tliat can be presented rel-ates to
the fra.¡lework v¡ithin which educ¿rtional- ancl reJ-i¡,;ious; struggles are
Iikely to be conducted. There seems no cloubt at all- that the mecha¡risms

presently provided by the sbatc, will continue to operate. These

mecha¡tisms include cornmit'bees of entluiry, eval-uation comrnittees and

cumiculurn development cor¡rnitbees, all ol' luhiclt tencl to worli torvards
providin¡{ representation for teac}rers, clrurches, parents and aclrninistrators
and lvhich ainr for cotrt¡lronise anrl continuity for every innovative J)rografiìnte.

They inclucle parlialnentary Leliislation wlricì'r, of course, requires tlre
approval of l¡oth lloul;es and, tlr.:re['ore, ¿r'b ]-eal;'[, until tìre ne>lt sLate
election, the approval of botìr r,tajor ¡.,arties.3

The frameworll also inclu<-les tlie or¡1ans of'mass comnunication supplied by

the media. Those or(rlans ( tlre lrress, r.adio antl tel-evision) arre unlì-kely
to aI'ber, either. 'I'hus, one c¿Ln assumc 'l-lrat since ¿rlt rnecliur:s presently
favour the articulation ol conscrvativc vicrvs, ¿ìny radical- cl-ran¡;es to
existin¡1 ecluc¿rtional policy or relillious Jrosj-bion is urnlillel¡.. Itr 'r¡oul-cl

require nia.jor revers¿¡ls of ov¿ncrshilr4 an,l o1- prescntationS to ensur'e therL

(3) At present, the Le¡lislative Council is cont-rolled rnarginall¡,u lty 1-¡e
Liberal lrarty erltlrou¡ilr, on rerì.sonatrle preclictions, the Labor Party
will win control of it at ttre ne>:t el-ection. See D. Ja.ensch,
tThe 1975 Elections in South Âustralia Â Sbatisbical Anal-ysisr,
Occasional i'iono¡,¡aph l'Jo.:ì , L97!'r, trt¡t.Í.ì-9.

(4) The details of media or'rner-ship in Soutl'r /'rustralia a-re as fol-l-orys -
Press: ¡\clvertiser controll-cd by iler^alcl and lieel<Iy Tines

I,lews il il lrler,¡s
T.V. : ÂDS-7 rr rr Ileralcl anrì l/eelily Times

Nl,js-g il il llerus
s^s-l_o il il ]l.v.l,.t.
Alls-2 il il /,,.1i.(i .

Iìadio: 5ÂA rr rr lloutÌ-r Australian 'I'racle Unions
5^D rr rr lieral-cì a:rcl l/eellly Times
5DN rr rr .Iohn l¡airlax
ttll"A rr rr Uen bral_ i ethodist Ì,'li.ssion
tt^N rr rr l\ .lj . (.1 .
sCL il il 

^.Jl 
.c.

fllJv rr rr Universi l-y
See Ilenry Iìosenbloom, I)olitics and 'bìre t,'ieclia, Scrlbe Prorluctions,
Victoria, I!)7tJ , p.1- 53 .

(5) Ât the lnoment, tlre only avenues of ¡rublic participatio;r in ttre
conmerciaL media are throu¡1h leuters uo the eclitor (press) ancl
tallt-baclt raclio. In both cases, cons;ervative vier,,¡s are clominant.



162.

proffesrlive reforms were íìctivel-.y encouro.jle(ì. I'lo such revers¿-rls scem

imminent.

Thus, all future struflf'.les seern lil<ely to occur vrithin clearly r.lernarcatær]

struc'Lrrres and, as a conscquencc, r,vilJ- not differ funclamentally from,

previous struf¡lles. Indeed, it is one of the central observations v¡hich

this thesis mal<es, that tlrou¡ihout thc entire history of South Australian
ideological strug¿¡Ie, the hegemonic role played by our ctristian and

capitalist culture has lar¡ieIy controlled both tlre parameters of stru¡¿gle
and its outcomes.

In conclusion, one furtÌìer obscrvation cleserves to be recorded. The

South Australian Eclucation l)e¡rartrnent has recently introduced a pilot
course called Social IÌducation into six schools. It is intencled to be

a combination of reli¡¡ious eclucation, I'realth ecluca'bion and soci¿rl studies
and hasr as its chairman of all three curriculum cor¡mittees, Rev. Dr.
l,{cArthur' the same person who v¡as President of ttre Ilethodist Conference

ín 1972' v/ho had been appointe<ì to the Steinle Cornmittee in that same

year and who l¡¡ter took up a position in the cumiculum developrnent

section of the Education Departrnent. It is worth noting that one man

has been able to actively participate in the conLinuin¿4 implenientation

of religious education into st¡r'be scl'rools and v¡hile credit for the
introduction of the course cloes not resicìe in a single person, I,;cÂrthur's
involvement vrith botlr the churcìr ¿rncl blre s.bate can stand as a s¡rmbol

of the links which botìr institubions have been abl-e t<¡ forge in their
historical struggle to ¡:rovide icleolo¡1ical and ecorlomic stability rvithin
South Australia. That continuin¡1 stru¡,,¡1le ¡loes beyond this tltesis
although most certainly its future '.vill drav¡ heavily on its past.
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