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THE RESIDENCY, OCEAN ISLAND,

GILBERT anp ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

’ 3

Lo VRN, Yoy T
(s /](C&Ma} VO T By v lein

.L/Q \','/au‘c_& PR o e TG il
oy Le oo S bt fn
5.,_,,( AN L e ){ Lieel Gosnis
RSN P M S TR o x|
e I e vaddt e Fan
Vo (0 s I e WA RN

)



e S =y R
W/ eleos pltl ool Aap
"Z._" Py e SSIN R D
d;fzwh RO B e Ve
S
e AN s ol B
Gl et ol o SR Mo s
[,n‘é( Mz—.éﬁ A Z:-/kbyT Ve s
A4 LR e P
Jlood DRl B i AT . 6
fa Qoo "ot #LM— bses 1'7 e
/i‘wnﬂ-?m f M Caben C—"“’/“"‘*?'
Gl

Pl v & <+ :
R O SR B A e

e o e Ks, o, 'Zm-. ’__m'& A _avt

\/L¢c9_.-pq//—kc'iT ﬁimﬂg__,( (g /{bv.ﬂé(sz__?

o



&

THE RESIDENCY, OCEAN ISLAND,

GILBERT anp ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.
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GILRGRE AND BILIUE 1SLANDS CULONY.

Ieland of Beru,
Southorn @ilbert Islands.
lst January, 1935.

Sirv, -
: :mmmummmmamu'
Hig lonour's telegram of tho 28th Noveaber requesting a

: muummdmummomnamnm

of retions and, in vojly, to furnigh the following

2. In my lettor No, 12 of the 14th Jenuavy, 1934,
mtm“mnﬁtﬂm. Central and southern
Gilbert lslands, I submitted a full report on tho operation

.ummnummwm-mom

wmmmmummuhmomW.-
which I then expressed. For the firet three monthe
aubaequent t0 the writing of that letter I woo stationed
at Taraws ead, from enquirios which I ingtituted @uring
MMIMMWM‘!&“M“!&MM
prodomingtoly in favour of a continuance of the oash
allowsnoce gyebem, since it ensbled them to exereise o £roe
oholge in thely purcheages of food. The institution of
the Tarawe Market in January enabled them to purchase
readily

she seorelary te Gevermment,
gitbert and illige lelands Coleny,

Vgean laland.
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roadily suoh itans as frosh figh, kanatmel ( the Sevour-
ite native arisk) and Loodstuffs both nabivh snd Maropean,
oimwm.mMQWmmhmof'M'm
porvonent Fegtanrants. |
3. On arriving ot Boru in June I waa informed by
, Stmmmtitmhm-dmmmuﬂnm
o purehase any native L0od products whatscever om the |
1ﬂmmMMMMﬂMM.§W '
mumMmmtmm“mmmm
02 bigh priced Muropoen $imNed goods. lie aloo stabed |
mtmwmwummwm i
but without sicesss. I expressed my surprise at thie |
. oxtreordinary stoto of effeirs aad premteed $o make
- enquiries. 98 s RRELIE AN Nuneges of he 1ocel O
operative Sooiety, which is situatod beside the govermaent |
station, he informmod mo that, although he had thougands of |
cooonuts lying in his fenco which oould be jpurchased for
practically nothing, he had roceived no roquests from any
buyer among the govermaent ctaff. Lator, ot & mesting
of somo of the principsl nativos em the island, I told .
tho lalondare chout the complaints of the native modicel
staff. They aypearcd astoniched that such & misappre- |
honsion oould yosaidly exist, pointing out that there vas
virtually no menay on the igland, outeide the vireles of the
govorniont staff, end thgt thay would be only toe delighted |
to eell food-stuffe in eny quantity Tequired. fhay else |
“ddmnmumoww-mmu
glad to Tent oome of thelr surplus cocenut-besring lend.
4. Nootings were Shoroupon held, stéended W e
staffo attaolod to the Medical Departuent and the Depart-
ment of Metrict idninistration as well as the personal
servants of Mr. Certwright end myeelf., At theaw muetings
I told those prosant that 1 ccnaidered it s faot bayend




':."_mmﬁdtlmmmdﬁmtmofmmw :

| N‘mleﬂmtﬂmﬂdofmdzorwarmu'

mmmmmmwmam or
_’ﬂnMMhmummmammm

mw.m«:wnmbsm. In pro@f of .

Mdmmdmﬁmmﬁamtﬂn&wmﬁfu
"Nummlmmmmmthmmnmhhtm
uum«wnﬁﬁmmm % the oune
.m:mmusum&amttakomu
wmxmmmmummmm'
“mﬂthmm-uhumm&tmqnat
umwhm/-wmmmamnlmamw
._mmw'mmm-mmm |
emongat thengslves st sone leaghh they doolined ay offor
mmwmmoum-ummammv"_,_
| fastorily. xmwmmnummm,
io-mhiwmmmlhﬂihwmma
muﬂmammnammmm
hxﬁ--mmmumummw-m o
ﬁum—ﬁhunmmwun.m.unm
which 1 om well bellovo. ; - R i
S. mm.mw-uMhtdﬂ---
da-“.t-hmhhndtmrﬁmmu
mmmwmmmmwuc
denand. - zm.mgummw
M“MMM'NMU“M
and I would submit that it conelusively proves, read in
Mﬁﬁ&om”jﬂt.mh

i ?mmvﬂwm%m““ |
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i fortort” for all the 12 Gantral %Y  GII3
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 probably cost o Burried mg with wir o om noorer 30/=
xwrnmmtolinmmm S AT KTl

6. I have already MWNW%A
which rosulted fyam the dist uqmmm '
‘mmwmmumllulr”(ﬁ;
 mentionod Lottors. u.mmmwnn:
nomuanammwmmmm “Z‘
ataﬁt. wmmmm»m.ﬂuiﬁ*"

wm nhuﬂa‘le unumm 1
e | - X
| -__‘*'n.f.,...,... m-t mu. m m W g- ?pmui
.mﬁ afxoat of . m:w:c MM ‘
fn o1l tianod foods renders Mm oyl
_ 'lusaepuhlo to dr-m umM | 1 -
 eod pastrie Sxoubles. Mdﬂﬂumﬁﬂw“]
 bocoma ghronie, MhWHmM“h
 rorlig of madicel atteitte™.
- ﬂ“‘m mmmumqm L
, uummmq-m oving to wmw
-nm&mhqnﬂm dlat, smnmn
'mwmtmuwmmum
. mmmummn:wnm
umuiwmmmnuﬁmmmﬂm At
mahoculnwvmﬂmnmwmnt. !aﬁdrm
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ﬁﬂﬂﬂh&ﬁ.wa‘tﬂ. -‘mesﬂnﬂmpaidtam
M!ip m of the MW‘ Govcmﬂcnt a‘t-d‘.!f hl.?ﬁ n.lm)'a
,.'mn.mmmmtrmﬂmm, vhon the
Wilmﬁmmuubnﬂmtaﬂ.vmm '
mﬂmmthqmﬂ.d @wma‘uz«W‘ |
-M&Mg ulnsutha:rmm Waﬁm&mmn
e ._' ammwuwwm
,_mhm«mne monay to oirenlote in the 1alends,
muﬁmmmmhaapmtmmm
§ uwmmwmmmtmom,umm
S :mmm&m:mamm,
ﬂﬂpmmwﬂﬂ.ﬂwﬂmaﬁmﬁmam
-Hnnm astes Mring 1954, ehould bo rosd dB
A Lion with my m&mxaw. To, 2.0t &

[

J—E-w dnummummmu.m_
repentc ,-Mmumaﬁuuﬂmtbm |
.nmxmmtutxnmhw«pmm'
uhmwm-aawmumnm-
Mothunhumm ‘
Mmmmmm.tm-m-'
m.ﬁpnnummwmm-unngg
mmmmmauunnummm
thnmammmntm
thbmum;mu-mu

wumm oy :
xmmeuuurhu.
| Sir,

{amnd) H E— MAUDE‘ _ R :
m for Mw M.
0tdvort lslande.
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xmumummmn
| mmaummmmmmamm
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l. ntyimmmumm
--q-&mdmmmmum
Mmmnmw conprioiag all
tmha—qhmmhmdmm
mmun,-..mmamu-umd
mtsy of consldereble injortance. MF. Hurdoch wae ugally
| in Gharge of this largs Pletrlot bt froc $iao to tas,
mmmmmmum
wmmﬁuhmmuuﬂ,:
a--—-ubw-mmmm qnu
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2.

.-iréma were formed i_.nto a Matrict undor Mr. W’

whose headmartera wm.ﬁ Beyu. o ny, m
being tronaforred ucmmxmm District ws wnoe

again mmlmmmmu. “ll’. m-u

Resident comusmnw. . n-tnnmmﬁnm
ern islands. u.nmmmmm
Handiquarters to unotoe Island, 98 being o more.muitable

and oeatral island for controlling the Metrict. Ne
took 0 plecos the Muroposn house budlt ul-u Wy B,
Perhyshiro and used the tinber in the constiuebion of &
native headquarters stetion on (notom. Un-Nr. Newbon !
roalgoing from the service, lr, Orfsble wes appointod |
Pistrict Ufficer in charge of the £ive sowthern elands,
tranaferred 40 Deyu in order that thoy ehould be oloss o
the natn station of the Londen Misslonery Soolcky. lr.

4. Un Br. indereon tuking charge of the Southern
mlmmi.t-umm“ o the Matriot
wdwmmmoumnmhﬂdlmw
froa 1019 to 1928, vhenover a Dietriot Ufficer e
roaidont In the southern fglands his hendguarters wers
invarinbly on Tabiteuen. 1 have slrcaly honded to Nis

‘Henour o 00py Of o maiorandua from Ar. Grisble inforuing

Nire indorgon that the High Camsdgeionor had agproved of
Tabitmea being the Motriot Headgwartors for tho southern
@lvers Islonds. In 1927 wy. Baverstook was given oharue
of the Smthem (1berts ietrict minna, however, the

1aland af Tudbitenon and @0 Digtrict Londquarters had engg
azaln porfores to be tranaferred to Beme - 30 1000 3 wag
apyointed te the Seuthem Gilbart Lglands But it was net
antdl July, 1032, Wt Tabiteuen was Inolunded in wy mﬁu“.

R asaeadng

| gg—
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_ Mﬁnﬂ,’mw mwnmwth
M hﬂ-m l!o W M u mwrahh to B

’ propogal mﬁmmanmm that he mn mgn:.y
';_-hnmmw: S seel 1t adviaaRe s | | '
.'_-wumwmnmmt.uwm;
M‘mumwnﬂmﬁmm%bimmm
| nin- n'- Grisble, Lovevers dmoam mnexon
‘i. x?ﬂnhmmmmwsqm

eauino wmm mmmm

T 4,0 ﬂﬂ ﬁim mm n&ssm ia the -
.fmm*iﬂ““ﬂtg ﬂ‘m‘b“‘.i
 the 1920 taweblo o5 Tabltensa, e, .
....“ﬂﬁ!ummwnmmuﬁ;
| ot "f'wwnm.mmumem'
‘““i“hmopmuummnmum |
.-mmm mmmu '_ :
MﬂWhummm.ﬁ‘
“”-Iﬂqnn.nrmihmmm.
-_ mmmummm
7 unstely, Dot ot a opy of thds latter to
"“'“"hmm.nm-um;m .
mwmnmuaxmumm ;
on ahidh, fros ¥ potnt of view of Aative edainlotr.tien,
GWWMMMJ.H. |

..?

3&“-1-&- Mnmmm.m
mm mmamu-rwmmmm
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first mmn. tnmuxum Mm-ﬂh
hmmmoﬁ:im‘s tins oﬂ:uihu '_

m ﬁ" *ﬂ" '; .'
potly sotivities of the numn m ﬁ)m ﬁlim b
mmwﬁdvnmarMMNmmM‘ﬂ 'T

ancrgetic ammmdmwuﬂ-ﬁﬂﬂ _
. inletive dharasteristic of ﬂwm&u wa ﬁ ok ,‘L
other ialands in the Districk.
' 6.  Communications in this m.q m-m“gﬁfl,
saninistrative Uificer ia wighle to apond huwhué o

il -*’\:-l‘l
on oach of the ielands dn m m muang {*m«

apant in enforeod i@enesa or, in mmns sonpniee
ttmmmiomw. mmmmm {
mmmm.mmmm A

g
$0 hds othar islsnds. mtnurmnuw ’_
mmmﬂnmmhmnn ‘
ialong whieh will umum—d-wdm X

mmmmﬂmmmmnm
uzmummmmmmumm
ialand iz undoubtedly Tabiteunca, with 1ts populetion i
approxisately the sane os that 6f the fllics lalands Sle-
trict, 1te length of noarly 00 miles and divided, os it 18
1nto tvo dlatricte with twe goparete sote of governuent 1
quartors. In my opinion North Tebiteuea weuld coonzy ah
Agnicistrative Officer for two or three wonths in a yesr

for scoe tine to come, after whigh he could otill apend o
month oy twe profitebly in the Southeym Tebitenoa Tetriet.
Furthomore, should Nonouti be included in the Jouthern
¢41bart lalands Distriet, ac I an reccmending in »

saporate lettar, he would than, In the shasnpe of trunaport

elashare
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| elasdors, an:hmnlmmmtm,ww-

mnm.mwuu.mmgmmmorm

ﬁl Mm.mmqmumsorw %

: mmnm.mﬁtmumamh

s site for Digtriot Hosdguarters owing

o ummmuummmmm

| "Tj'mum%mammgmmma '

mmr&nwmm Gilbert Imm

" 'mmmmnmmmnmﬂuum

“.MMﬁﬂummim, 3 oA,
Mmumnmmummwmmm ',
nmmummohmm-mu
mmhmmuaMMmm‘
hmmawmuu-wamu
iﬁcm“mumwmwmp

'm Mﬁhmhﬁnummzam

mmmmmmmmm
mwuﬁﬂumamm n Tabitausa,

' 'mﬂMnmuhawﬂuu

mmumm-ammwmur--

8. Vith regard te the suly two roscons that I have
petrict Hendguartors, 1.e. () that 1% 1s noar tho head~
qarters of the London Mgssionary Soolety and (b) that
there 19 o wireloss station Where, I would stato that, in
ay exporience, Ncamoss to the saln stetion of the Lendm
ummu.mmh-w
nm&mmwumm
-ﬁﬂhﬁd&ymtuﬁﬁlumwmndﬁi.

to the




to the loland. Tho feot thot o Muveposn officlal s at

cell on Borw merely moans that he ic asked to investigate

a nwiter 0f small ond wninportent Matters that are really
in the pmvinco of the Native Gwamt. For the grectar
port of thie OColeny'a histoxy mwmoth
qaaa‘edlmurbl‘-iaaionmmdmtl Mmm.l
boliove, at wm-mnha-nmhmm
necesoary to station en Mﬂ Uifioor ot elther
of these iglgnds. Wth ratmuth.m.:um
wirclssa station at Bomu I wonld urge that, while the
fact that the AGninistretive Ufficer in the Southem
Iatriot cen e reachod, when ot his headquarters, by’
wirnloqumstbtmvm“tnmmﬂ
uamxam,:tmsnwwmnuu

. the adainistration otﬂy,anmmmmu

alveys renaln loss officiont than 1t might De as long as
mnwmnmmu—mm

- Xalend. mrwmmm Mn
"uﬂamwmhhmummmm

wmnmmummmﬂnmm
no dowdt be adopted in future. hmum
tolegrass could be sent to Boru se ot Prosmt, to awelt
a vislt or opportunity for commnfcating.
| I have the honour to be,
| sir, |

(Signed) U, . Meude.

Comrd ssioner for Hative Lands,
Gilbart Iaiande. "




16/34. nCn,

From the Resident Commissioner, Ucean island. (Mr. Barley),

o the Commissioner for Native Lands, Gilbert islands. (At Beru Island).

24th Uctober, 1934, Hec'd: 25th.

24th Uctober - Grateful if you will submit at your earliest convenience
report on (a). Question of the most suitgble site for the Listrict
Headquarters for the Southern Gilberts. (b). Question of the inclusion
of Nonouti in the bouthern Gilberts District.

Hegident,



Taraws,.

11th January, 1935.

Dear Iir Maude,

I am more grateful than T can properly

express for your letter of the 1ot September and

its attachments. The sections of the o

Short History™
£ill gaps that

I had doubts of gyep seeing bridged.
The synopsis of "A Gilbertese Higtory"

' appears to me
2s a miracle of wise selection, :

I nearly ysed the
tter on the subject,

d the uge of a milder
term, though not one of SPontaneoyg birth

that you ean soon begin work

word "miracle" in the officis) 1

but in the end reflection induce

I do hope
on the history book. .

2. Annexed hereto is g CODY 0f the Mshopt
1€ "Shor

ich covers your

synopsis of "A Gilbertess Histopy 19 g1
2180 gttached.

3

Ty i




The Secrotary

GILBERT AND ZLLICE JSLARDS CULONY.
Tdueation Napertment,
Tarowa. 7th Janusry, 1930.

Sir,

I have the honour to forward, for informstion,
& oopy of & "Short Figlory of the CGilbert and Rllice
Islanda™: It has beon written inm = fora suitable for
study in schools. Copies will be distributed loeally
to thowe in authority over mative edusation. The
history is not the first of its kind, but its predecessor
contained much less materisl.

2. The section on "Ansient Fistory" has been
culled from the writinge of ir 2.7, Orimble, and the
sootion on "Nodern Wistory™ has been written, in the
main, by Mr H.E. Maude. Such exseptiomal sssistance
ealls up deep appreciation.

3. This historiosl sketeh will, in general, serve
as the precurser of "A Gilbertese Wistory" the plan of

~ whioh wes despatched to you under cover of wy letter

No.96 of the 20th Deosnber, last.
I have the honour to be,
air,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed) F.0.L. Wolland,
Superintendent of “dueation.

to the Government,

¢ilbort and 21lice Islands Coleny,

Jossn lslsnd.



The snoient history of the Colony has been
handed down from father to son, and has thus been
remembered by being stored in the memory, and not by
being written down. From the stories carried in the
memory of nalive men, we have learnt the various events
in the long story of the CGilbert mnd Zlllice Islands,

The first inhabitants of these islands were
& race of black-skinned folk. They were small-bodied
and ghort, had curly hair, flat noses and large sars.
They were skilled in magie, were dirty in their habits,
and were eators of husan flesh. Their gods were the
Spider (Na Aresu) and the Turtle (Tabakea) . The blasck
folk lived in these islands from a dale that is not
known until sbout 300 2.D. They were then attacked by
s sea-loving race, large-bodied and tall, bushy haired,
and light brown in colour, who came from the Fast Indies
near (ilolo and other islends near the Macassar Strait.
They had no knowledge of magic, and were very afraid
of 1%, They were great fighters, and guickly overcame
the blawk folk, killing the men and taking the women as
thelr wives, Only a part of this army of inveders setiled
in the eonyuered islands, the main bedy moving southward
through the “llice Tselands end Rotuma and on to Swmos,
They remained in Samos for so many hundredsof years, that
this sountry cane to be known to them as thelr snoestyal
hoss, Yel sance journeys up and down from the north seem
to have been frequent, so that m full knowlsdge of the olq
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sea route was retained,

About the period 1200 A.D., the 3amosns attecked
their enemies, that is, the descendants of the invaders
of Camos, whom we now oall the Tonga Fiti, defested them
and drove them out of Samom., The Tongs Fiti scattered
in meny directions but a large body travelled northwards,
along the old track, and fighting against their snoestral
kin, gained a foothold in the Gilbert end “llice Islands.
Thus it osn be seen that the present Gilbertese are the
product of the fusion of the black-skinned folk with the
first feir-skinned invaders and the later invaders from
GAR08.

Until about 1500 1.D., the matives living in
the fllice Islends were probably like the Gilbertese. At
that time, the "llice Islands were attscked by & Samosn |
invasion. The inhabitents were driven north out of this
group, which was then ocoupied by the Zmupans. Two
hundred years later, Cilbertese who had left Zbalang,
Tabitousa, and Beru arrived at Nui, conguered this island,
which to this day is Gilbortese in speech and custom.

In 1700 A.Ds Beru becane s powerful island in
nusbers and war spirit, and an armgy from that island awept
over most of the Gilbert Group, getting as far north as
Marskdél. The culture of Beru sppears Lo have been impressed

on most of the conguered islands.

The pre-Christian worship of the Gilbertese was
that of the sncestor and the ancestral skull. These
angestors were furiaria, Tebuariki, Teburimai, Nel Titusbine
and Heli Tewenel. Na ireau was regarded as the ereator of
the world, but not as s god.

Hodern Ristery.



urovesn Diseovery of ihe Island. It is baumd
that the fasous *“miah rmvi.gatw Te Luiros sighted the
island of Makin as long ago as 1606, when orossing the
Paoific and, indeed, it is most probable that some of
the Northern Gilbert Islands were sighted by the Spanish
ships which visited the Caroline and Marshall Groups in
the i6th and 17th centuries.

However the firet definitely known discovery of
8 autm Tslend was in 1769, when Commander Byron, who
wss in charge of s British Naval Uxpedition of discovery,
sighted Hikunau from the "Deolphin"., He had dealings with
the islanders, who cauwe off to him in sixty oances. The
next visit bto these islands was not made until 1788,
twenty~-thres years later, in which year the two “nglish
navigetors Captaing Gilbert and Marshall, sighted the
@roup while on their way from Sydney, in Austrslia, to
Chine. ZAfter discovering Abempma, Kuris and /Aranuks,
they sailed pest dalens in the night without seeing it,
and the following day sighted Teraws and ‘balang. VFrom
Runisng they went north, snd, mlssing Msrakei, discovered
Butariters and dakin. At first the Gilbert ITslands were
onlled the Kingsmill Group but later they were oalled
after Captein Gilbert, who discovered so many of them,

“leven years later, in 1799, Captain Bishop
dissovered Nonoutl and Tabiteusa on the brig "Heutilus”,
and in 1809 Captein iattorson sighted Arcrae and lainna
from the “Llizabeth". Harskel was discovered in 1824 by
the French Aduiral, Nuperrey, when an a voysge round the
world on board the "Coguille”.
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The remaining three Gilbert Islands - Beru
Onotos end Tamsne - wers discovered in {827 by Caplain
Clerk on the "Freancis", and Banobe was first sighted
from the brig "Ocesn" in 1804.

¥erxlmns, another famous Spenish sailor, is
sald te bave passed an island in the “llice Group in
1295, The illice Islands are considered, however, as
being disoovered between 1781, when the Spaniawd,
Haurelle, sighted lancmes and lianomangs, and 1625, when
Nul was seen by two Dutchmen, PFunafuti was discovered
by Captain Do Feyster in 1819.

In 1841, the"reacock™ and the "Flying Fiah®,
two ships belonging to the United States ‘xploring
Expedition and under the coumand of Captain Hudson,
visited many of the islandas and mapped and charted the
reefs and anchorages round them. It is on the work done
by this Sxpedition that the charts used by the mavigstors
of to-day are based. Two Inglishmen were taken off the
islends and froa their pccounts we can learn what the
Gilbertese of that time were like.

Christianity. Dr Hiram Bingham of the Boston Misaion,
who landed at Abaiang in 1857, was the first to intpoduce
Christianity to these islands. Bingham worked in the
Horthern Gilberts until 1868, We reduced the Gilbertese
speach in writing, translated the Bible into Gilbertese,
and wrote a diotionary of the language. Samoan Missionary
teachers were placed on all the islands of the "llice
Group by the London Migsionary Society, Samon, between
the years 1865 and 1869, In 1870 the Rewd 5.J. Whitaee
of the London iissionary Society placed Samoan teachers
on the lalands of the Southerm Gilberts. In 1917, the
American
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imericen Board handed over ite work in tha Horthern
Gilberta to the London Missionary Society.

Tn 1888, the Smored Heart Mission founded
its first uiassion stetion at the island of Nomouti,
whore thero wes a songregapion of natives, as on sowe
other islands, converted during thelr time on plantations
in Tahit! and elsewhere. The ploneers of this mission
were the fevd Fathers Bonbewps and Loray. The latier
beeane the first Bishop of this mission.

Rongorongo, Beru, the mmx station of
the London Uisaicnary Soolety, was established in 1900
by the Revd ¥.X. Goward. St. Joseph's School of the
Smered Feari slssion was founded ai Abalang in 1902, by
the Revd Falher Cochet,

Blackbirding. “"Elsckbirders” paided the “1lice Ialands
and tha Southern Gilbert Islands, fros Beru 4o Arorae,
botween 1560 and 1879, The earlier ships took the
people to work on the plantations in South Amerios and
Tahiti and few ever returned to their islands. lLater
the ships took them to work on the suger plantstions in
Fiji vhers Lhey ware beiter trested and usually sent
back sgain after they had worked for s few years.
Captain Fslmer wes sent by Qusen Vietoria in 1869 to
enguire into this bed trade, and in 187C and 1875 two
laws wore [mased (the isoific Islands ‘rotection Acts)
whish put ssstop to the setivities of the "ships that
steal®,

ihsling. About the yesr 1830 the Oilbert Islands bdegan

Lo be visited by ships looking for whales, end for the

noxt forty years s great nmuwiber of whalers visited the
islands
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islands each year. The whaling men used often to live
ashore while boiling down the whale blubber and one of
their old villages can atill be seen on the north point
of furis, while uany ofttheir huge iren boilers are
still used, for storing weter, by the pecple of Kiebu
on Mskin. The first Tupopesns pesident in the Gilbert
Islands were deserters from: the whaling vessels and so,
while in 1840 there were only 7 Buropesns living in
the (1llbert Islands, by 1860 there wers many more
Yuropeans llving here than there are now. By 1870,
however, it wns becoming hard to meke profit out of
these orulses and the number of whaling ships visiting
these ialends bocame ateadily fewsy, slthough the last
oocasion on which » vessel visited hers was as late es
1504,

Gommerce. At first the only resson ‘uropesns cems to
those islends was in sesroh of whales, but in about 1850
the first trading ships arrived and a flourishing industyy
wsd 8000 started in the Gilbarts - that of making
coco-nut oils In those deys the ships did not by otpra
ag they do now, but only the oil after it hed been
extracted from the copra with s netive press. Leter,
however, a Uerman named Weber sterted to buy the cojre
and s8ll 1t to be pressed in mechines and soon this was
found to be the beat way,

By 1860 most of the trede in the Growp wes in
the hands of a Sydney firm whose mansger, named Sandall,
had greal power snd influence throughout the Gilbert
Islands. He hed resident Puropean traders on nearly
every island and visited emeh in turn hiaself. Besides
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eooo-nut ol a good desl of "beshe-de-mer" was sold in
those days, the slug being split open, dried in the sun,
and sold in bags to the traders.

Zoon after thie time several other firms began
to trzde in the (clony, ineluding two American compsnies
and one German, When On Chong end Co. cawe, they took
over the interests of many of the old smmller companies
and, after the war the Germen company, rm!/gammly
nearly all the trade of the Coleny has come inte the hands
of On Chong & Co., and Burna, ihilp & Co Ltd., the latter
firm having arrived soon after the coming of the fleg.

Fhoaphate was discovered at Ucesn Islond in
the yesr 1900, which resulted in the founding of the
pregent phosihate industey on that island,

s Lbevenson The Gilbert Islands were visited by » great
writer in 1589, ¥e was Robert Louls Stevenscn, who
afterwards died in Samon. Stevenson make lengthy visits
0 Sularitarl and Abemame, and wrote mwany stories and
essays about his tvavels snd experiences in the Gilbert
Islands.

Covernment, The Gilbert and “1lice Upoups becsme n part
of the British wmpire in 1892, 1§ Protectorate was
proclained over ¢he islands, and the flag was hoisted

by ¥.M.5. "Royalist" first ot Abemenms (27th May, 1692) and
then at Tarawa, and by ¥,4.3. "Curacon” in the "1lice
Islands in September, 1892, Ocean Taland wes included in
the irotectorate in 1900, ¥, 4.3, "Fylades” holsting the
flag on 28th Seotenbeyr, 1901, The two Croups were
proslained & Colony Of the Beitish ¥apire in 191), avd Cesan
Igland, Panning and Yashingion Tslands were inoluded in the
Colany in 1916, Headquarters of the Gevernment was fipst
6t Tarawa but later 1t wes moved to Oesan Island,
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The gecretary

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.
Education Department,
Tarswa. 20th December, 1934,

Sir,

I have the honour to acknbwledge the
receipt of your letter No.31 of the 26th October,
on the subject of publishing the vernacular texts
of Gilbertese traditions.

2. Inmy letter No.26 of the 26th March, at
paragraph 9, T have espressed a strong desire to
have a text book that would embrzce traditionsl
material for use in schools. T am happy to report
that progress has been made with the idea. Mp H.E.
Maude, to whom I appealed at the time, has already
prepared a scheme of contents of & book to be written
by him. The synopsis appears to me to presage the
1deal text book for local use. A copy of this

synopsis is appended.

3«  The book mentioned is the educational
desideratum of the moment and I am naturally anxious
that nothing should be allowed to intervene, until it
1s 1ssued. Prom this book will come a hunger for the study
of native texts, when their publication might well be
undertaken. I feel that, important as this matter of
the

to the Government,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

Oecean Island.,
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the publication of texts is, it is not urgent
enough to demand action at the moment, even if
action is possible.

4. I£ is open to doubt whether a large enough
number of texts are immediately available. Fragments
only have been printed in seientific journals. Mr
Grimble did not leave his sollection of notes in the
Colony, as he had the intention of working up his
material at & larger date. It seems however that he
was mistaken in assuming that those natives possessed
of historieal narratives had become extinet. Mr Maude
informs me that natives in his ares hold this valuable
knowledge. At the King George V School, where recitals
of traditions are given by old men, no great
difficulty has been experienced in obtaining
knowledgeable chroniclers.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) F.G.L. Holland,
Superintendent of Education.
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- urgenay of thelr Treasury, Customs and Postal duties. 1‘.

As o rosult of this the lative Uovernments of the Central
Islands and, in particular, the islonds of Fomoutd,
Abanama and Aramuke, have relspsed into an ineptitude and
ignorance hard %o credit.

3. The Native Govermment of Nencuti fully realise
thair lgnorance and inefficlendy and exeuse theuselves on
the ground that they are virtually sover visited Wy s
Miropean ULiolal and that when one dées viait Shea he

48 far too busy to psy wny atbention to lelend matiers.

They are far from satisfied with this gtate of affeivs,
howaver, and in 1931 end agein in 1933 appealed te we to
potition the Resident Commissionar on thelr behall %o

- kKave the i1alend transferred to the Sovthera Gilbert
lslands Digtriet, to which thay recognise that they

Traditionslly and ethnogrephleally beloag., This I wes

‘unwilling to do for fear of ersating s misundsratanding,

a8 I wag in oharge ¢f the Southern Nistriet mysell during
hoth the years mentioned.

4. ‘Thore 1s no doubd, however; That the sduinie
trative 0fficer in charge of the Seuthern lelands has far
uore tima than his colleague at Tarawa fer devoiing %o
provleng of native adminigtration and that, i tranelerred
0 Vho Southern Pietrict, the island of Nenoutl weuld be
nere effiolently adninistered sinee it would recelve fap
aove attention than 44 aan Yo given st present.  Adult-
todly, the Admialstrative Cfflaer iv chargs of the Souths
ern Digbriet would have & very large distriet in point of
vigw of native population but ke is ehis te Reep congbang.

iy weving
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1y moving vound his ielands carrying his Treasury sad
othor hesdquarters work whth him,  This saanot bo dong |
by the offiger in chavge of the Tavsna Histrict, whe would
at4ll 2ind it hard enoush to visit and aduinister sfficient~
1y his outiying lﬂ.nncaorm m,mm
Aranuka. Should the hwmm abation of the m
fetrative Uifiger;, Somthern anm tﬂ.aﬂ&l ma@,
situated on Tabiteouca Island, sne X ha'n resoumendnd in
& previous letter, nomamnm to vigit and
kasp in toush with Nonouti whenever he dasired, as gom~
munieabion botween the twe lalands is simple and sefe
exoept during very rough weather. In this sonncotion
I weuld mention that the Pather in charge of the Boman
Gstholio Misslon station on North Tahitenss inforued me
recently that he was more conversant with what wao
golag on ot Nonouti Island than on mors digtant JSouth
Tabitauesn.

8, Apart from questions of atainistrative expeds
feney, however; I would urge thet the ethnegraphioal
iine dividing the Qilbert Igdlonds 1iss, not between
Nonouti and Tabitoues, but botween Nonoutl and Abeugma.
The people of Nonouti spesk the sana disleet as the
natives of Tabiteuoa and have the swie sustoms and
soelal organisstion, whish aiffer widely from those of
the iglands o tho ansrth of the dividing line. The
kingdons of the nerth end with that of Tokateks on
Abenamn, Furis and Arsauke, and with Nonouti deging the
denocracies of tho souwih, which extend withous & bdreak te
Arorae. An Aduintetrative Gifiser fyvs Tabiteues or Payu
whe i, 8# he sevld be, thoroughly conversant with the
ougtoms of the Southers Cilbert Islands, would fing 1%,
theratore, sawr 0 aduinigter She island of Nemouti by

& pay ing
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London issionary Society,
Roforono Training Mnstitution,

Bernr, Gilhert Islauns,
Hia Sudney, N, S. ., or Suna, HFiji.

yarch 12th 1935

Dear lMr, laude,

I have much pleasure in sending you herewith a letter of
introduction to Rev.A.M.Chirgwin , M,A,, the Ceneral Secretary of the London
Missionary Society, which I hope you will make an opportunity of using while you
are In England. If he should happen to be out when you call, please ask for
Rev.Godfrey fhillips, M,A,, or failing him for Rev,Nelson Bitton, the Home
Secretary, You are pretty certain to find one of them, and even if they are out
there are lots of other officers of the Society who would be gidd to give you a
welcome,

Livingstone House, is in Broadway, Westminster, exactly oyposite
the tube station of St.Jamesk rark, Quite a good way to get there is to take
the tube to St,James' Park, go out of the exit to Broadway, cross the road, and
there you are at Livingstone House, Or you can approach it up Tothill Street from
Victoria Street, Westminster Abbey end, Or from Buckingham Gate across the Park
from Whitehall,

Please let me know if I can be of any nelp to you in the way
of any other introductions in the 0ld Country. My own people are mostly living
in the country,and you are hardly likely to get their way, but if chance should
take you there and you eare to keep this letter, please do not hesitate to call
upon my brother Arthur H.Eastman, J.r., at "Penlands", Hadleigh, Suffolk,
Or if you should be in Ipswich, eall on my wife's brother, whose business premiees
are right In the centre of the towm close to the Twwn Hall, Mr. S.C.Grimwade,J.r,
of Grimwade & Sons, Cornhill, Ipswich,

If your journeyings should take you to Lincoln, and if you are
interested in big engineering works, call on my wife's brother in law, Mr, Victar
Bohe, either at the RUSTON-BUCYHUS works, of which company he is Vanaging Diredo ;
or at his private house at the top of the hill leading up to the Cathedral, by
name " Lindum Holme ", & very interesting old house dating back a long way,
with some interesting ruins of old monasteries and the like in the grounds,

Or 1if you are calling on His ¥ajesty at Windsor Castle (4 3
I bave a cousin , Mr, Howard Hetherington, living at Eton, to whom anybody would
direect you, and who could doubtless get you any sort of private inspection of
the College at Eton which you might like to visit, Also another cousin yiiss

Alma Hetherington, living at ,"Buecks" , York Road, Windsor, who could show you
the sighte of Windsor, ae she has lived in Windsor and Eton all her life,
Yours sincerely,

N stian.

By the way, I see it is Mareh 11th, not 12%5 today. The J.W. arrived at Funafuti
yesterday and left at 3,p.m. for Beru via Vaitupu.

In case yo: want to make an appointment by phonme , the L.M,S, number is
VICTORIA 5u57 ( 3 lines )




Lonoon (Missionary Society,
WRofiorono Training Mnstitution,

Feru, Gilhert Islands,

Hia Suduey, N, S, W, or Suna, Fiji.

March 12th 1935

Rev.A,M,Chirgwin, M,AL,
General Secretary,
London WMissionary Society,
Livingstone House, Broadway,
WESTMINSTER' »S.Wel,

Dear Mr, Chirgwin,

This letter will serve as an introduction for the bearer,
H,E.,Maude, Esq, ,M,A,, Commissioner for Iands, Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony,
who is shortly visiting England on leave, and who hopes to call upon you at
Livingstone House, .
Affter some years in the Administrative service, Mr, Moude
was appointed a short time ago as Commissioner for Lands in this Colony. BHe has
already commenced his work in the lands Commission, but health necessitates his
taking leave in England tbefore he can proceed far with the Iands Commission work

which involves a good deal of travelling th:ough the Group,

Mr, and Mrs. “aude are both keenly interested in the
Gilvertese, anduin their history, customs , folklore &c. Mr, Maudeiis a keen
anthropologist, and has published several short monographs on snthropological
subjects, During thehsomewhat broken periods of residence at Bem JMr, & Mrg,
laude have been in close touch with us at Rongorongo, and have shown a very cordi.s
interest in our work here, Mrs, Maude has very kindly presented the prézes on our
Annual Préze Day on several occasions,

Mr, Maude is collecting a valuable library of all publisiesd
books on the Gilbert Islands, I am sure he would be interested if you could let
him see some of the Society's early records relative to the Gilbert Islands , Wik
which you have preserved in the Library at Livingstone Housey

‘ I think it would be valuable if yom would ve ndly arragg »
if possible for Mr, Maude to meet Rev,G,E,Phillips ,M.A,,the Forei Secretary Sox
the South Seas Field, who my be glad to have the opportunity of discussing with
leim the Society's policy in regard to Mission Iands in particular in the Gilbert

slands.

Commending Mr, & Mrs. Maude to your kindly hospitality at
Livingstone House,
1 am,
Yours sincerely,

—

Chai Gilbert I5la; ; Digtessh
wirman, er nds Distrie Comnitseed




GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

Island of Beru,

S G. Southern Gilbvert Islands.niatrioﬁ
No. 30, 26th March, 1935,
3ir,

With reference to Section 6 of the enclosure
to your letter No. 52 of the 18th Seqtémber. 1934, on
the sudbject of the suggested return of certain Tabit-
-gueans to their ancestral lands, we have the honour
to forward the following reply, We have ventured in
this case not only to answer this letter Jointly, since
our views on this question are very largely coincident,
but also to treat the matter somewhat more generally
than was originally requested, as it wonld appear that
the question of permitting the re-population of Centrgl
Tabiteuea 1s only part of the more general one of
allowing natives to live in their own ancestral
"kainga",

2 There is not, and so far as we know
there never has been, any legality for the compulsory
gathering of natives into villages. For reasons which
we outline below, it is our firm opinion that there
never should be any such legality.

3. (a), The basis of Gilbertese social
organisation was, and, in spite of hindrances, still
is, the elan, It is very doubtful whether even an

enreroai
o geeretary to Government,
Gilbert and Elliee Islands Colony,
OCEAN ISLAWD,



enforced village system would ever oust the elan from
being this paramount factor. At the moment the traditional
clan and the European village system to a large extent
merely mitigate each other's usefulness.

(b) 4mong the problems with which an Administratizmd
Officer has to deal, by far the majority may be traced to
one of two causes - land and women, There can be no doubt
that any loosening of the tie between the landowner and
his land must introduce a weak link of which others can,
and do, take advantage, The present village system, which
in many cases separates a landowner from the greater part
of his land, is here obviously less satisfadory than a
system whereby he would continually live on, and retain
undisputed control over, his property.

The complications caused by compulsory village
life in the matter of disputes over women, and the general
lowering of sexual morality, need little elaboration.
Conversation with the older men suggests conclusively that
the sexual morality of the Gilbertese to-day is far below
that which obtained when the people were living on their
traditional homesteads, There can be little surprise at
this when one considers the intimate anthority exercised
by the hereditary leader of the families forming a "kainga"
in comparison with the cold, impersonal (and often blase)
attitude of the present-day kaubure to the hundreds of
Villagers in their ocare.

Sexual morality has been mentiomed, but it is not,
of course, only in this that the authority of the head of
& homestead was so usefully felt, The humdred-and-one
infinitesimal equabbles (such, for example, as the ownership

of a



of a canoe-paddle, or the atraying of a pig) which at
present are inefficiently settled by kaubure, and cause
andAdministrative Officer's life to be almost a farce,
were, and could be again, more amicably and satisfactorily
dealt with by the more immediate authoritj of the head of
& "kainga" or elan hamlet,

¢, By the above we do not intend, or visuallse,
that the present appointment of kaubure should be discont-
-inued, The system of return to the kainga would rather
represent a devolution of part of the present:work of the
kaubure, The minor questions alluded to above would, in
our opinion, be satisfactorily settled by the heads of
kainga themselves, and the major questions would be referred
to kaubure, by whom they would either be settled or brought
before the Native Gourt; We do not anticipate any offieial
recognition of these heads of kainga as an entity in the
administrative whole. Their authority would be purely
traditional and patriarchal, and would for that reason be
all the more unguestioned among the members of their own
Tatu”,

The work devolving on a kaubure would possibly
be slightly less, They would be in charge of the same num-
~-ber of people as at the present time, but their territorial
districts would be somewhat enlarged, In no case, however,
can we recall an instance in which these territorial dist-
~riets would be unwieldy in size, The work of the kaubure
and police would, we believe, be actually decreased by
virtue of the lesser volume of minor guéstions which would
be brought to them for adjudication, It might be considered
that this lessening of the volume of work devolving on
the kaubure is aetually undesirable, but we venture to

remind you that they at present receive no remuneration

for their



for their services and that therefore, other things being
equal, all possible steps are desirable which introduce a
lightening of their duties, particularly if, as we believe
in this case, an increase of efficiency is simultaneously
brought about,

- d, The confliect between the proposed system and
legislation at present in force is almost negligible, The
only difficulties involved are in respect of Island Regul-
-ation No. 44, enforcing the 6 and 9 o'clock curfews on
villagers. Quite apart from any other considerations, it
is our firm belief that this regulation is an unjustifiable
imposition, and it is one of our greatest hopes that the
removal of the village system would bring about its down-
-fall, We believe that we are far from being alone in this
opinion. Furthermore, we understand that 1t has already been
ruled that the regulation is not binding on those who (as
some élready do) live outside villages, If its retention is
considered absolutely vital, it will not effectively curtail
the success of the return to the kainga, and its enforecement
will entail 1little diffieulty.

e, Of the medical advantages or disadvantages of
a return to smaller communities, we are not entitled to
speak. Conversations with villagers, however, suggest that
they believe the present herding inte villages to be one of
the main causes of any ill-health whieh may now exist, In
any case, it requires no medical knowledge to see the
insanitary and unhygienie results of the present overecrowd-
-ing in large village aggregates, or to realise the extent
for which the compulsory herding of the native population
is to blame for the spreading of infectious or contagious

dlseases.

f. It nmust



f. It must, naturally, be assumed that the
present Administration of this Colony is particularly
interested in the economic success of the natives to which
it belongs. The present village system, by removing natives.
from their lands, is directly prevcnxihg economie expansion
in the form of better cultivation, It is of little avail
to enforce by Regulation one day's compulsory cultivation
per week, when the native is in many cases forced to live
at a distance of several hours' walk from his land and
return to his village by sunset,

&+ We have found Missionaries who are even more
anxious, if possible, than ourselves to see the natives
freed from the unnecessary and stifling curfew laws and
able to dwell where they desire - 1% was a Missionary who
deseribed the rresent system as being akin‘to slavery; it
is conceivable, however, that some slight opposition might
be met from those who feared that attendance at Church
and school might be made more difficult by the distances
to be covered between a native's home and the nearest
Mission centre, While respectfully submitting that this is
entirely a matter for the Missions to settle, and that these
grounds are quite insufficient to warrant an enforcement .
on the native of an administrative imposition which is
unjustifiable and undesired, we consider that in actual
practice the objections on this saforc will prove to be
practiecally negligible, In faet, in the case of the quest-
~ion of Tabliteuea to which we are directly referring, no
Miseion school exists in the central villages of Alwa and
Bangai, although these villages have been established for
elose on forty years, The case of the central poetion of
Tabiteuea may be regarded as being quite exeeptional, and

on all



on all other islands it is a fact that the habitation of
traditional kainga would seldom involve the inhabitants

in any further journey than is at present entailed in
Journeying to school or Church from their village houses.

h, The aesthetic side of the question may,
perhaps, not be considered as being very cogent from an
administrative point of view, but we submit that it is
worthy of consideration if no contrary principles are
involved, especially as the present situnation eannot fail
to have a most adverse effect on native psychology, dead-
-ening inventiveness and stifling initiative., On one's
first visit to the Gilberts, one cannot help being struck
by the appalling monotony in the sameness of every house
in every village in every island. In those rare cases in
which break-aways from village life have already taken
place, we are greatly impressed by the extraordinary artist-
~ic sense which is shewn by the native in choosing his site,
and the pride which he takes in designing and building his
homestead, a pride which is generally unknown in the rep-
-ressive atmosphere of a vullage, It is a faet whiech the old
men among the natives have themselves noted that life in
large villages turns out a set type of individuwal, deveid
of resource and with a herd mind only capable of being led,
whereas those dwelling as freemen on their own lands develop
a natural individuality and initiative.

4, It now remains to turn to the more immediate
question of the return tf the Tabiteueans to their ecentral
islets, as mentioned in the correspondence referred to
above.

In this case, we venture teo apply all the above
reasoning without gualifieation and, as mentioned above,
we beg to remind you that, of the islands of the Gilberts,

Tabiteues
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Tabiteuea may perhaps be regarded as being an extrenme
example, The only question whieh is affected by this,
however, is that of the distances of the proﬁoeod kainga
from established schools or Churches, and we have attempted
to shew that, particularly in the ease of Tabiteuea, this
introduces no cause for the Government to withold this
extension of liberty from the natives., It was, 1in actual
fact, at the earnest entreaty of the Roman Catholiec Father
in ocharge of North Tabiteuea that one of the signatories
to this letter fowwded, last year, the new settlement of
Tenaatorua on one of the central islets.

It is, perhaps, the most cogent argument in
favour of sllowing the return of the landowhers to theaa'
islets that in the past they supported a population of s
approximately three thousand people (very ilttlc short of
the present population of the whole island)., The majority
of this population perished in the great slaughter of the
pagans by the Christians in 1873, and there is no reason’
to believe that the land is not now jJust as ocapable of
supporting thie number as before, In actual practice, it is
doubtful whether as many as five hundred would take the
opportunity of returning to their lands in this part of
the island, and there is no doubt that natural resources
are abundantly ample for their needs.

It should be borne in mind that in the case of
Tabiteuea, as much as s full day's Journey is sometimes
entailed in a landowner's reaching his lands from his
present village, and that therefore on this island more
than any other the moet deeirable results are likely to be
achieved,

6., The present village aystem, insofar as it
affetets the centre of Tablteuea, was instituted by Mr, G.M,

Kurdoch,




| ‘Mr, G,M,Murdoch, then District Magistrate, before the

béginning of the present century. His action was taken
owing to the fact that the slaughter of the pagans,

.mentioned above, had left this portion of the island

" geriously depopulated, and the population was so scattered

as to prevent efficient policing, which at that time was
considered necessary. We assume, from what we have heard,
that the total population in those days would not have
exceeded two hundred,

Under the new system introduced, the only
native settlements in this portion of the island became
(from north to south) Kabuna, Bangal, Aiwa and Teowal,

It takes approximately nine hours to walk from Kabuna to
Bangai, two hours from Bangal to Alwa and ten from Alwa
to Teowal, These figures give a fair idea of the present
virtual uselessness of this intervening part of the
island.

It is our opinion that after forty years of
administration the necessity for this persistent and
irritating polieing is long overpast, and the more general
supervigion such as would dbe provided by kaubure and
police in charge of a wider area would achliwwe far more
satisfactory and salutary results, No extra kaubure or
police would be necessitéted, and so no extra expenditure
by Government, for we believe that the reduction in the
number of kaubure in some already-established villages
would not only cause no diffieculty, but would also ereate
an improvement in the efficiency of the kaubure and police
&8s a whole,

6. Before concluding, we would take the liberty
of dealing bdriefly with what might be deseribed as the

ethieal



ethical side of the guestions dealt with above. We
believe that we are right in saying that nowhere in the

British Empire, except among certain tribes of hereditary |
eriminals in India, are natives forcibly herded together |
into communities, divorced from their means of subsistence
and from those home sites where their ancestors have lived
before them and to which they are tied by all the forces
of sentiment, loyalty and tradition, Yet the Gilbertese
are not a tribe of hereditary eriminals, they are among
the most peacable and law-abiding races in the world,
being virtually free from crime as it is understood by the
rest of the world. Indeed, 1t may be doubted whether a
race less docile and peacable would have tolara&ed heihg
taken away from their lands and ancestral homes, forced
into a village, made to remain inside that village from
6 o'eclock every evenigg and finally compelled to keep
inside the four walls of their tiny sleeping houses from
9 p.m. to 5:30 a.m., on every night of their 1ivea.'

7. In the hope that the privilege of the return
to their own lands may be extended as soon as possible to
all natives as well as those under immediate reference, we

venture to enclose herewith a draft circular on this subjeft
for His Honour's conslderation.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servants

C.G.F.Cartwright, H.E.Maude

Acting Administrative Officer, Commissioner for Native Lanuaj
Southern Gilbert Islands Distriet, Gilbert Islands, |
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Enclosure.

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY,
Office of the Resident Commissiorer,

Ocean Island, =~ =----, 1935.

RESIDIKG OF NATIVES OUTISIDE VILLAGES.

I am direéted by the Resident Commissioner
to inform you that no legality exists for the
prevalent Native Government practice of foreing
natives to live within the bounds of a village

community.

2, You are accordingly requested to
inform all Native Govermments in your Distriet that
they have no power tc¢ restrain natives from living
outslde their present villages should they so
desire,
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Island of Beru,
Southern Gilbert Islands,
29th March, 1935.

Dear Mr. Barley,

When you were last on Beru you asked me to
prepare a list of easily amccessible works on this'COiony;
I have done my best, and enclose two copies of the result,
but I am afraid that you will be disappointed with it ag
there are practically no books in existence which do
more then merely mention the Colony en passant, while
the main theme of the book is on something else.

Of the books which do incidentally mention the
Colony there is, however, no end, but the encloged list
containg, I think, the cream of the lot in addition to
those ten or fifteen works which are almost entirely on
Colony effairs., Most of them are, I'm afraid, hard to
purchase, but I imagine that all could be found in such

.a place ag the Mitchell Library in Sydnsy.

Yours sincerely,
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

Island of Beru,
Southern Gilbert Islands.
18th April, 1935.

Sir,

With reference t0 Circular Districts No. 28 of
the 3rd November, 1934 concerning the question of the
advisability of framing Regulations under the Native
Passengers Ordinance, 1929, for the control of small
native—owned sailing craft plying between the various
islands of the Colony, I have the honour to state that in
my opinion no regulations of any nature are necessary for
controlling vessels plying between the islands mentioned
in His Henour's Circular or between the islands of Abalang
or Tarawa and Maiana, and Kuria or Aranuka and Abemema.,
All these islands are very close to each other and a boat
or canoce travelling between any of the islands in the three
groups would never be out of sight of land. In actual
practice, small craft carrying passengers have habitually
plied between these islands in the past and still do, and
while I believe travelling between Maiana and Tarawa or
Abaiang was forbidden some ten years ago owing to an

accident

et ary to Government,
rt and Ellice Islands Colony,

Ocean Island.



accident to a sailing boat owned by Mr. Corrie, this
accident was due entirely to Mr. Corrie's gross careless-—
ness and could not have been prevented by any conceivable
regulation.

2. I would urge that there is no more danger in
travelling between the various islands of these three
groups than in sailing from North to South Tabiteuea and
that all regulations are, therefore, unnecessary and
invidious. I would suggest, accordingly, that a Regulatien
similar to the enclosed should be passed, stating that each
of the groups in question shall be considered to be, for

the purposes of the Native Passengers Ordinance, one islang.

3. With regard to small native—owned sailing craft
plying between the other islands of this Colony I would
suggest that a simple set of regulations for their control
be drawn up and that they should be based on ones which
have been found to be of use in other Colonies where
similar conditions obtain, for example in the Lau Group
included in the Colony of Fiji, or the Seychelles Islands.
I hesitate to submit any draft rules in view of the fact
that tried and tested regukations for meeting a similar
situation are presumably already in existence elsewhere
and should form the basis of those devised to meet local
requirements.

4. 1 presume thal any regulations made under Ordinance
No. 1 of 1929 will only apply to craft carrying fare-paying
native passengers and I would strongly recommend that craft .ﬁ
which do not carry passengers for profit should be immune
from having to comply with the provisions of the Ordinance
or any Regulations made under it.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Sea-.

Commdssioné;_for Native Lands,

Gilbert Islands.



Enclosure.

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

THE NATIVE PASSENGERS ORDINANCE
1929.

Regulations made by the High Commissioner under section
7 (1) of Ordinance No. 1 of 1929.

1e These Regulations may be cited as the Native Passengers
Safety Regulations 1935.
2. For the purposes of section 2 of the Native Passengers
Ordinance, 1929, each of the following groups of islands
shall be deemed to be one island:-

(1) Little Makin and Bybaritari.

(2) Abaiang, Tarawa and Maiana.

(3) Abemama, Kuria and Apanuka.

Made at Suva in the Colony of Fiji this — day of — ,
one thousand nine hundred and thirty five.

High Commissioner.




LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY

(Esrasiisuen 1795)

FOREIGN SECRETARIES: LIVINGSTONE HOUSE BROADWAY., WESTMINSTER. S.W.1! TELEPHONE :
P T S e Victoria 5057 (2 Lines)

G. E. PHILLIPS, M,a. TELEGRAMS:
A. M. CHIRGWIN. M.A. " MissionARY SowesT.'" LonDon.

27th June 1935.

To await arrival in this country.

Ht E. llaude ESq., I‘:ICA..
(Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony)
c¢/o Colonial Office,
Dovming Street,
8. Wovks

Dear lMr. Maude,

I understand from liessrs, Sadd and Eastman of Beru that you
ere likely to be in this country in the very near future. T
hope we shall have the pleasure of seeing you here and I shall
be personally most interested to hear anything you can tell me
about the Gilbert Islands. I have received communications from
vr, Bastman this week dealing with some gquestions concerning our
Wigsion Lands in connection with the Lands Settlement work which
you have lately initiated.

This morning I have seen Sir lLlurchison Fletcher and you will
be gled to know that he thinks it very probable that the documents
whieh you had to report to Mr. Eastman as having been lost have been
Pound and received in the Gilbert Islands after your departure on

leaves

There are other points, such as Mr. Grimble's ruling sbout
twenty-one years occupation. Sir lMurchison asked me to get into
touch with you and talk these things over fully before writing to
nim officially as High Commissioner. I hope that you will do me
the kindness of coming here for an unofficial conversation. As
I do not know when you arrive it is of no use my suggesting dates
and I can only send this letter to the Colonial Office to await

arrival °

Sadd tells me that you would like 1o see any documents we
neve about the Gilbert Islands. I have not had time myself to
exsmine Them but we will gladly show you anything we possess.

Sincerely yours,



London Missionary Rongorongo,
Society. BERU,
Gilbert Islands GILBERT ISLANDS
Mission.

Central Pacific.
August 1935.

-Dear Friends,
We are painfully conscious that a circular letter is long overdue. Perhaps the best
excuse we can offer is to tell you of some of the work that we have been trying to do in the crowded months
since last we wrote to you.  Some years ago our Foreign Secretary, Rev. G. E. Phillips, M. A., wrote an
excellent little monograph entitled, “The Missionary’s Jos.”  When we read it we could not help thinking
that had he worked in the Gilberts he would have added another chapter with the heading, “The Missionary’s
jobs.”  For over and above and alongside of the wide ramifications of the ordinary missionary’s job, y
Rongorongo we have a multiplicity of jobs quite outside those normally associated with the idea of a
missionary’s work. Here then are some of the “jobs™ which crowd upon us day by day, to say nothing of
countless items that are continually cropping up that are not in the programme, as varied as the activities of
the “professional aunt™ or the “beach lawyer.” _

First there is, of course, the Missionary’s JOB. This has its classic divisions, Preaching, Teaching,
Healing.  Although in these days of specialisation these are often separated so that one mi.-‘.:-'ionui'_)' is labelled
evangelistic, another educational, and another medical, all three come very definitely within the range of our
activities at Beru.

Evangelistic. Here on our head station week by week and day by day, and as opportunity serves,
in the villages of Beru, it i our joy to proclaim the glad tidings of God’s Redemptive Grace, and to call men
and women to the Kingdom of Life and Love. While on the visitation of the other islands twice a year by
the “John Williams V. thix privilege is always p]acm'] ?n Y!w forefront of our activities, Light and shadow
mingle in our r'xporiencv.«.. There has heen some modification of G.()"(‘l‘l‘lltl(?l‘l(‘.- prn(f(!(lurn in relation to the
drinking of sopr toddy, to immorality and adultery, and to the practice of pagan fetish worship and soreery,
The actual facts would appear to be that Native Government officials have been advised that as the British
Law stands, it is an offence to be found drunk and d]ﬁ(]l‘(.zt"l‘l}'.: Im_t. not to (!t'lllk toddy; an injured husband or
wife may bring an action against a guilty spouse, but no notice ix otl:o:-\f'tso to l“f t'nkm‘of sexual errancies;
and pagan fotish \\'urslu.]a and sorcery is not only p.(‘rnnttell hut) carefully l)i'oimztl(-(]_h'um interruption or
contumely provided that it does not involve actual honlll_\l' h:u‘m_. But t]u:su people, if given an inch, take an
oll; with the result that the wildest rumours have been (rll'cel}l:_lrtzlg in the 1.-<[z'm|l.~=, :m:'] there is not the slightest
doubt but that in many p]:u.-.u.s th{'l‘.('. have been nllt-i.)rt‘nk:% of intemperance, immorality, and recrudescence of
pagan practices, under t!m impression that these t]n_ngs are permitted and even approved by the powers that
be. Such a time of testing has led to much Inflcksln?m_g !.)}_' .tlu\- \\'f'akm‘ brethren, and there have been sadly
Jengthy lists of ]:z]:.-co.-c‘h'nm (.']mrf-h membership. ] While it is ]wrt(-vtl_\'l true that you cannot lll‘EI[{{‘ Christians
by legislation, the attitude of legislators can be either helpful or harmful to t?lf' cause of the Kingdom of God
to an extent that can probably be best realised only by those who have experiences similar to ours.  Arising
from these causes, we have been ll!l](‘lE cun{.-v.rmul i recent months by the serious mu!llmrs of lapses in the
Beru villages, and even ourr(‘m.'n Mission village has not been exempt, some having fallen vietims to these
temptations from outside. This lmrflun has i)(‘.f"ll’ upon us and upon onr teachers, and .“-(..hm-{,_ made it
of united and personal Jayasn and effort. I rejoice that I am a.ll]e to t(:Il you that within the last feow weeks,
.« an outcome of these efforts; there seems to have been a definite turning of the tide. In our own village
% | on the villages of Beru the backsliders have in a most humbling and heartening way heen coming to
m?t l.ﬁ‘;,.- contrition and the desire to try againg so that the lists of lapses are beginning to gf\‘(' place to ]i,-?,_; of
ol ¢;|1t.p: and new seekers.  So we praise (;'{)ll':llll.l tuke courage. '

Another difficulty that threatens very seriously to hamper our work is tha

here at

i€ matter

ot . t Government by a complete
aversal of policy is llf‘l_llJ('l'ilt('l_}‘ breaking up t'hc\ villuges and encouraging the people to go off and build
e ks anywhere they like on their own lands in the bush. The result i= that the attendance of the peaple
shacks 1“ cervices and of the children at school is seriously interfored with, and our work is definitely
at bmj(.‘l'm.m'v difficult. ~ Also we are inclined to believe from the evidence that much less etfective Govern-
m];‘] (:ul police control will enxue, with the result that law breaking will be increased.
5 Educational. The work of our large Training Institution here at Rongorongo goes steadily on.  Qur
ensus showed that we l-m\'(\. now on our Head Station a p('apul:ntlnn of 313, which, although slightly
- the figures for 1933-34, is well {1|.‘()\'(j th.(‘ average of the previous decade.  We have lost Miss Simmons
heloy® % od and left the Mission at the beginning of this year. Mr. & Mrs. Levett have been away since Nov
e !e::d for over a year now, our Vice Principal, Pastor J upeli & his wife Sera, have heen away :

re
me

recen t ¢

0331 ; : g S ; ay on furlough
2 ‘S'a:non. We have been ;{I:GZIE]‘\' disappointed that while our staff ix so short, the turloughs of Mr. & Mrs,
1 ¢t and of Pastor Jupeli & Sera have both been extended some months beyond the normal time when their
IJ(;\‘{! it

was expected; as this has thrown prolonged extra strain upon those oun the Field. Our new colleague

. H bl =5 - 3 = . f . :
l'("t"”‘lA L. Sadd, B. A., has been making good progress with the language, and is now taking a good share
Bt ‘uhwationzil work for the boys and students. While we have had disappointments,
1 e :

: : as referved to
A |3 . . G - i 1
oy we rejoice 10 the number of fine young lives seeking to EU]_IUW Christ, and to prepar

1 ¢ for the service

above,



of His Kingdom. In the Boys’ School our numbers have exceeded 100: the Girls * School has had a full
complement of 70; and we have 40 students in the Theological College, many of whom are married.  Recently
as Principal, as an innovation, I offered two “Bayard Prizes” for the boy and girl who should be selected by
their comrades as those who were the most faithful, and who by their character brought most honour to our
School, and exercised the best- influence over their comrades. The boys and girls took up the idea keenly,
and showed excellent discrimination in their choice. The voting was by ballot taken within a féw hours of
the suggestion, to ensure spontaneous choice. While one pleasing feature of the voting was the Fairly large
number who were thought worthy to receive the suffrages of some of their companions, the hoy and girl
chosen came out easy leaders over all competitors; and were really admirably chosen. When the names were
announced it was an added thrill to find that the two are engaged to be married.  So we thank God for
Taboua and his bride-to-be Kaboraua; and we look forward to fine service from them in coming years for
Christ and His Kingdom.
" Medical. Our Mission Dispensary maintains its daily ministry of healing. For a few months we
actually had a white doctor making hix headquarters at Beru, but financial stress led the Government to
abandon’ the scheme for a central hospital for the Southern Gilberts at Beru; and our friend the doctor left
‘to take over the duties of the Senior Medical Officer,.who retired from the Colony service last year. So the
“Mission Dispensary is still as much needed as ever.  One of our recent interesting cases was that of an R, (.
'boy who fell from a high coconut palm on to =ome rocks and injured himself badly. In addition to head and
body injuries he had sustained an absolutely smashed up arm, fractured in several places, one of which was
o yery severe cnm];unml and complicated fracture. A messenger came to say a boy had been injured and
was being brought in.  As he did not arrive we sent out some of our boys with the old motor chassis which
Mr. Sadd recently imported, and had the boy brought in. By that time it was night, and before we could
operate we had to obtain the approval of the local Government officers, of whom two happened to be on the
s<land at the time. They agreed with us that amputation was the only hope for the boy, so with the assistance
of the Gilbertese Government Dresser we amputated the arm near the shoulder. I am glad to say the boy
made an excellent recovery, and the stump has healed up splendidly. The Senior Medical Officer who visited
fheisland recently, complimented us on the job. One of our own boys had a similar accident and Fractured his
arm in two places, but less severely; and we were able to save his arm, of which he has now regained normal
dso. " In recent months we have had two cases of appendieitis to deal with,  One we 5:1\7‘{{:'“1(?{)“1(‘1' we lost,
1'hm1g_|1 had we ]]l:‘(’l'l :1].11{- to oi-aol'ate_. there is little doubt that this ease, too, might have survived. :

On the 1\1@(!1{‘.”1 51:15‘, \\_'hﬂe.]f use allopathy or %lruno_(’o]mthy as the case appears to need, my course at
'ﬂw‘Hc:nm’t-t:pathltf Hospital Medical Bfillt“’l f‘_i“' Missionaries continues to prove a profitable investment, saving
the L. M. 8. many pounds a year, owing t.n.t]m m.u'trh 10\\_‘01‘ cost of homoeopathic preseriptions. [ get quite
enough ‘l““.tl-“"t"}' to k_"""_l‘ my hand in. ‘f\ hile WL this paragraph my wife called on me to extract’s tooth
for her which was giving her severe pain; and this is the second tooth T have had to extract for her within
three weeks. :

So much for the main features of the Missionary’s JOB. Now for a few of the “johs™ with a tmall 37!

In addition to being Preacher and Teacher, Doctor, Dispenser and 'ltl'tim('*l}\?l.l 2 lﬂl ,l et ] l.'
ramifications to my work as Principal of this hig Institution, and as ]n‘:)fvwnrl'l.: 11 T -II o "--“. len -“ Ay

L : iy : : ; ssor and lecturer to the students and
boys. My wife and I have always made a point of being accessible to our voune
cannot give them all the time we should like, they do avail themselves Freely h
personal matters from marriage to finance, and from washing troubles
“means in the aggregate a (.'01‘1:-&11(-}1':11)?(! expenditure of time and .«'tr'engt.h,

’ . There there is the care nf the big village with its Church, Schoolrooms Davelli R '
Launch & Boat Sheds, Work Sheds, and outbuildings innumerable, involvip e | ey H‘"_'-"{'-", Ntore ‘bh(-:ls,
so that has one to assume the role of Architect, Builder, (\)uanli‘t\- qu;l_lf’('f’ (‘O']"ir“_”t l"_‘-l"lll'lfllld rebuilding ;
Works, Plumber — but we can leave out the “and Decorator * in .Il‘ﬂ';t veyor, Builder’s Foreman, Clerk of

Allied to thix is the job of Sanitary Inspector, e. g, T have ;3 f ?,a"‘(""‘ (!),— &e.
our hig underground cement tanks, with the result that some t]muf-zll:d-:[ IF(!:}\‘{\r(_-tl A drowned rat in one of

' , % t?ﬁ' "'\l\ll}lt"”“ f?f valnable rain water are
ater can no longer be regarded

now being pumped away to be used for washing or garden purposes
as safe for drinking.  Follows an inspection of gutters, wator catolian :
g . 8, strammers &e . t enorte
tragedy in the My f. wers &e, the unveported

people, and although we
eely of coming to us on all zorts of
to family perplexitios ; all of which

hreakage of one of which is probably responsible for the
As Rongorongo covers 45 acres, and as we ave at last havine family,
- - . . * L op L T
am now unusually busy in my capacity as Plantation overseer ani gentle ruing aftor tw

2 : : . and s o years of drought, I
a new banana pit, the plants in which are thriving well . Hortic &
]

ultural Direct r
. 0 (7 - trector,  We recently dug
future than we have ever had before.  Our teachers and | --}ﬁ * Promise of n hetter s Iy of hanana Tl
some 150 feet by 60 feet by ten feet deep on land near 0F8 are engugtd Si)\ diving . PRI 0L AURIINE 72
o Tt L bal e pavas and near Rongorongo whiel, has Zgmg an immense babai pit
t is a Herculean task, but is progressing well.  How we long for g storr + been acquired for the purpose.
a coarse root of the arum family, which can be cultivateq “.‘T '?_'H‘l steam shoyol 1 “Balai® by ] PRI
s I g T . = b Ath diffie o2 a1’ by the way, 18
and the individual plants are Ilf)lll}h]ll'll with leaves and Vepbilils 1culty if o Pit is dug down fo w r-"i‘1\'¢'1
palms and pandanas trees will thrive on the arid sand e MATer. YOP o hnads tl 0 WHNBHS
] L T ) g 4 - = 1ot 3 : -
Then there are my responsibilities as Blectrical s 1othing hut coconut
- . v - - b1} { T JAgh- £
Rongorongo Wireless Station.  Our ELECTRICAT, wc;ﬁr-lfﬁ;'f er and Engineey 4o
) B SR el Sl - : i RINLIEM hae = perator in oliaro 4 .
of T.|u“.-m‘1“ Diesel Plant we brought back after our Jast i oM has beey mueh, ilnplro\- : lnf in {11.1_1 ge of out
extensions made, the exception being that we still have 4, I "JUL"],: All our myjne hay ‘}' e el
also relaying a long main from the Engine House to My I Y mains to My Sudd ave been relaid & several
§ P Tie add’s peyy ) o ;
it 'ew house, which involves

vett’s hiouse e :
» Past whicly ¢],0 cable will run to Mr.
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Sadd’s liouse. This work will be put in hand as soon as the necessary material arrives. The friends who very
kindly helped in the provision of the new plant will be pleased to hear that by increased efficiency in opera-
tion and extension of supply, we have just been able to cut down by 207 or in some directions more - the
levy upon missionaries, teachers and scholars towards the upkeep of our Electric Light. Our WIRELESS
STATION continues to prove extremely useful. It should be even more so in the future, as we have jnst
heard - bt means of our wireless - that the “John Williams V? has now been fitted with a small wireless
apparatus for telegraphy - telephony. Owing to the provisions of the International Convention at Madrid,
our original spark set ix obsolete and may not be further used, but we are carrying on with a valve set which
I had construeted in Sydney a few years ago, and with a small short wave valve set which a friend very
kindly helped to construet recently at a very small cost. T fear we may have to undertake some alterations
and improvements if we are to exchange telephony with the new installation on the «John Williams V7
which differs in type and wave length From our own and from those of the stations with which we are now
exchanging traffic.  Until Mr Levett’s return I cannot find time to go into this. Even as T write, in the
wireless room just behind my chair sounds the Morse signal from Ocean Island “Q. T. €. 27, which means,
“I have two messages for _\_ii)ll.“ Fortunately one of my boys is now able to operate better than myself, so
with another boy to assist him, he is (::II‘IE}'illfJ: on, while I act as general superintendent, and attend to the
financial side, repairs, &e. By the way, our wireless now earns quite a respectable little income from
Government messages, which helps to pay running expenses, but which is not sufficient for capital outlay.

The Knitting Machine <o kindly provided by one of you a fow vears back has recently taken up some
days of my time, as it required a through overhaul, It is now at work again, and the boy who operates it
it has just come along to report having made six vests on it today. We use it chiefly to knit the vests for
our Boys" Rongorongo Uniform. This also is run on business lines and pays its way.

Allied to the Knitting Machine is what T call my wife’s Government Clothing Factory. We have the
contract for making the Government uniforms for native Government officials and police in the Southern
Talf of the Colony. This involves a lot of work for my wife in supervising the women and girls who make
the uniform lavalavas, tunics and coats. It is a means of helping them to earn a little money for their own
clothes and for milk for the babies &e. My wife’s Baby clinic is doing good work. The infants are regularly
weighed and their progress or otherwise recorded.  Diet ix a great problem out here when the weaning .s'ta;_fe
comes, and it i% most difficult to find funds for even a limited supply of Glaxo or Lactogen for needy infants.

' During the prolonged absence of Mr. Levett on furlough, practically the whole of his work has fallen
upon me, and has involved me in extra “jobs.”  One of these ix the running of the MISSTON STORE,
“through which we supply the needs of our teachers, students, boys and girls. In 15 months from when I
took over this work from Mr. Levett up to the end of last yeuar the store had a turnover of £2540. This
business iz nearly all in small amounts from twopence upwards. There are over 500 running afes, most of
which have to be balanced every quarter. The afes of the teachers throughout the islands have to be balanced
every half year. Stocks have to he watched, fresh supplies ordered from overseas, - a very different matter
from getting a commercial traveller to muke notes in his order book - and an annual Stock-taking carried
out & Balance Sheet prepared.  To be Store Manager, (lerk, Book Keeper, Sulesman, &e, all in one, with a
turnover which would make many a shop-keeper in England jealous, would alone be enough to occupy some
men, but here it has to be just one of tie’ many *jobs™ of the missionary.
Then there is the TREASURERSHIP of the whole Mission.  The mere skeleton summary
“of the Mission’s Annual Accounts for last vear which T sent home a few months ago, filled 38 pages of
foolscap, representing some 224 pages of ;;}v.« in Foolscap Ledgers.  Behind these are thousands of pages in
subsidiary books. Again here alone is encugh work to satisfy many an average hook—-keeper, for the figures
cover thousands of pounds and many thousands of transactions; but this. too, is just one of the extra “jobs™
I have had to try to fit in during the last two years, (‘ustoms work, and the m:_mkin_f_r out of Tmport Warrants
for all goods imported by the Mission and missionaries, is another odd “job” which is an extremely ditficult
business owing to the most (.‘milllli(-;tf{-tl new Customs Ordinances with their fmi'»'mm'.:*(flu'rlulw: and differen-
tial tariffs, quotas and the like.  Here in this trumpery little colony, with a total native population less than
that of a country town in England, Government introduces all the cumbersome zm:.l_ coml_llicut-r‘:l machinery
thought necessary nowadays for controlling and half strangling the trade t'!!' an Empire,

Another “job™ i the management of our MISSION PRESS. Thix involves finding work for and
supervising a paid staff of five or six men and a number of apprentices. Stocks of paper and book-binding
materials have to be kept, work sheets for the staff checked up, costing of ’_1“ work done carefully worked
out, hundreds of hours spent on reading and correcting reams of galley proofs &-_t'- _

One has to be Author, writing a considerable part of the needed MSS., Editor of our Mission Magazine,
proof reader, publisher, clerk &e. for a Printing business doing a considerable turnover, and this all as onc of
the many extra “jobs.”  During the last few wooks we have just completed a service book in Gilbertese,
containing 96 pages of orders of service for Worship, Communion, Baptism, Marriage, Burial, Ordination,
Prayer Mectings &e., Readings and Prayers for the great Fostivals of the Christian Year, &e.  This was badly
wanted, and somehow, T had to make time—often late at night—to get it together.  Now we are at work on
some Arithmetic Books in Gilbertese, prepared by Miss Pateman in eo-operation with the Government Bduca-
tion Department.  We have also in hand an issue of our Magazine, a Calendar For 1936, and sundry
printing.

Well, have T made good my apology and carned your pardon for delay in answering vour letters ?
Do you wonder that one sometimes gets so overtived as to be tempted to give up the endless effort to keep

general




pace with it all. It can only be donc by hara siogging from early morn fill late at night. A Goyt. officer
recently, who had left me late one night, was surprised to receive a lengthy business communication from me
early next morning before breakfast; and made the pertinent enqury, Do you ever sleep?  Ahd the pity of
it is, you have hundreds of men at home eating their hearts out for a job, men many of whom cpuldjtackle one
or other of these many “jobs” with satisfaction to themselves and relief to us; but who, ow ng jto our un-
Christian civilisation and lack of organising ability, must be supported on a dole instead of doir g ykeful work
for their brother men. When will the world learn Christ’s way ? :

Well, T might go on to tell you of my work as Bishop of this great ocean diocese, and of our visitation
of the teachers and of their work in the many villages of our scattered islands, but this letter grows too long
already ; and with a few more personal paragraphs I must bring it to a close. i

We were all sorry to say farewell to Miss B. E. Simmons on her retirement from this Mission.  She left
early in January, after a quarter of a century of devoted service to the Gilbertese, more especially to the
girls in the Rongorongo Girls School. to whom she has been missionary, teacher, nurse, and friend.  'We have
been much concerned to hear that she met with a serious motor accident in Australia, and we are anxiously
awaiting news of her progress to recovery. ;

Our new colleague, Rev. A, L. Sudd, B. A., referred to earlier in this letter, has been very bnsy: in ke
absorbingly interesting task of supervising the building of his new house, which is making goo 1,1.05_{"[.05_,;‘ nud
which will be far and away the most substartial and the most European house on the station.

We have missed our collea zues who have been away on furlough, Mr. & Mrs, Levett, since Nov. 1933, and
Pastor Tupeli and Sera since May 1934.  We hope to welcome Jupeli and Sera back in a few weeks time,
but we are disappointed to hear Mr. and Mrs. Levett will not return until October or November.

We had an amusing experience the other day, which shows the pitfalls of using a foreign language.

After fruitless efforts for several years, we recently succeeded in leasing a small strip of land badly
needed for the enlargement of the Girls’ School premises here.  We had brought the owner, an old man. from
another island especially for the purpose; and we thought it would be wise as woll as friendly and in :u;cm‘d—-
ance with native custom, to invite him with a few members of his immediate family eircle to a friendly little
meal prepared by the girls to celebrate the conclusion of the agreement.  One of our number wrote him an
invitation inviting him to bring his “family,” and expecting perhaps five or six guests,  But the Gilbertese
word used for “family” may also be used with the very wide connotation of “Family connections,” and it \\1-
so understood by our friend.  Very fortunately I got an inkling that the worthy Zentlaman. i “i]iiutr ﬂ-“-‘
occasion to muster his clan. I managed tactfully to convey to him that it would he helpful if he \'\'oul(? U'i\‘l;
us an idea of about how many we might have the pleasure of entertaining, with the result that °;1-at o Fmﬁ
to enable us to make the necessary very different preparations, he handed me g list of 114 nl’('lfll;hw f.]i i-;
“family” whom he had invited to accompany him to the friendly little meal | 8¢ we live and learn. ity

We very cordially thank friends who have helped our invaluable S(fhohn'shi;: Fund ; B
magazines orlhc:oks, E\'I]Ich are [}z}sit-'(l round and grvaﬂ'}: appreciated ; or \\’I.m have sent us gifts for our Schools
or for our Mission Dispensary. We have used up practically all our gifts for School prizes, and our supply of
lint, cotton wool, bandages & old linen for Dispensary use is running very low indeed. ,“‘F(‘ hope It;:E:iI:] f:h:l
helpers have been thinking of us, and that some fresh gifts are already on the way. If those who are able to

oming winter, we should

who have sent us

organise the collection of such things, would like to help the Gilbert Tslands this ¢
be extremely grateful.

We have not yet heard how the Society’s financial year ended, we hope it closed with
ment, We do thank you all for your loyal & splendid support by prayer and work and

We are, ; ¥
Yours in the Master’s service,
G. H. Eastman,
W. H. Eastman,

P. 8. Since the above was written, a mail has come in, not more th
mails, but containing about 130 letters for me, about 100 of which FECIIre answeps, 1 . :
important Government communications or business letters which will some of thmni ’ilm.‘ ll,"“"}' of which are
work each. For instunce, Government letters alone come from Medical De a-n-t" 3“0 e Hm_p[-.ul hours of
ment (2), Resident Commissioner, Secretary to the Govt. &e, and there are t“]-'(; Intu o, Ed“‘"“t“”_‘ Depart-
Government printing, which require considerable careful estimating of (:or@t.s H \? tfrs about estimates for
with a small “j”.  There are not over a dozen personal letters iy the lot, i:ut' I .‘-ft‘ 18 "llﬁf.hm- of my “jobs”
deal with them. When the situation gets “past a joke,” one has to cultivate ,lsd,\ (_" e t}'lflf‘t save myself to
to see the funny side of it all. T Ohes sense of humour and try

We are delighted to hear in our mail, that our colleague, Miss Simmons

towards recovery; and that the L.M.S., closed its financial veqr much hetter h; ’t,ls making good progress
‘ : s time,

a marked improve-
gift,

an a third the e of our usual

to you all. A long pull, a strong pull, and a pull all together and well balance i, V"'['." many thanks
Unele Sam does ! = ) lat }"“!gf‘f yet, whatever

We hope you will likt? our new Silver Jubilee issue of Pt S
a short time only, so you may possibly not receive anothor. Doubi]ess ~. i & 1 tamps, T]u»_\- will be used for
to have the one on the envelope. Oh, and while talking of the Silyepr IJ ’Iﬂil}" Young collector will he delighted
recently when wireless news came in that your humble ﬁ(.l.\,,“;t“ a1 l(‘{', Hjm_rv was great (‘X(‘it(\l]‘m]];_]](;]'n
one of His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee Medals, one of 14 awapda] in ‘{'h"- the Prineipal, " hag been  awarded
London Treasurer for an advance to purchase a larger gjyn( hat ! p]h (_nl(m}—_ [ at once applied to the
ous recognition of the L.M.S. work in the Group. t Pt of course e appreciate it

G. H. E,

as a graci-
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"Ivy Gates",
St. Peter Port,
Guernsey. C.I.

19th December, 1935.

Dear Mr, Redstone,

Thank youv for your prompt reply to my letter
and for your kind offer to cnswer any points that may be
worrying me with regard to steel guitar playing. I shall
certainly write to you if I am stuck at eny time. I
enclose a Postal Order for 7/6 for one of your steels =
is Dick Sedlier right when he says in "Rhythm" thet in
playing angle pascages with & round steel the hand must be
lifted from the flat to the claw position and the steel
manipulated with the tips of the fingers? If so how does
one guard the strings? .

I have read your recent article in "B,M.G." and
am trylng to carry the excellent advice given there into
practice. 7You say that one's vibrato should be an ineh
or so - I can menage this on the treble strings but get an
awful scraping when I try it on the rougher base strings.
Yet I suppose one should be eble to vibrato base notes and
whole chords,

Just one other point - what de you mean by a
miajor High Bass" tuning in your errangement of "Imi au is
oe"? I lnow I ought to kmow but I can't find it anywhere,
18 this the tuning the Hawallans themselves use?



- 2 =

Do give us some more articles in "B,M,G." some
time, Your two articles are easily the most useful from
a practical point of view that have appeered and the only
ones that are based on really first hand experience. I
find the South Sea Islander, though he may not mean to be
- 8o, iz essentlally secretive with regard to any special
gkill or trick which he may possess and I reckon you'lre
exceptionally fortunate to have learnt so much from them,

With apologles for wasting your time,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed). H. E. Maude.

H, E. Maude,

o e
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"Ivy Gates”,
St. Peter Port,
Guernsey, C.I.
9th December, 1935,

Deaxr Mr, Redstone,

I was very interested in your remerks on round
steels in the March "B,M,G," and have been meaning to write
to you for some time to ask whether steels of the weight
and type you mention are obtainable anywhere.

I have been endeavouring, unsuecessfully, to use
a round steel 7/8" in diemeter, nearly 4" long, end weighing
10% ounces = this being the lightest I have succeeded in
obtaining up to date. My flat steel weighs only 4 ounces,
which eprears to be a comfortable weight to use.

Sorry to trouble you but as I also come from the
South Seas I trust you'll forgive me., Unfortunately where
I live - the Gilbert Islands - no one plays the Hawalian
Guitar so I have had to try and do my best without tuition,
We hope to return in January or February via Honolulu and
New Zealand a&s we fin? this country terribly cold and

depressing after the islands.
Yours sincerely,

(signed). H, E, Maude,
H, E. Maude,

B A e I S e o



Communications on this subject
| .should be addressed to—

[ TEE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
l CoLoxN1AL OFFICE.
|

and the following

\umber quoted: 35846 C,.R.

Loxnon, S.W.1.

Douming Street.

2 O 1fovenber, 1935,

Sir;

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Thomas to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
21st of November and to inform you that, in
accordance with the recommendation of the Consulting
Physician to the Colonial Office who examined you
on the 20th of November, he grants you an extension
of vour leave on half pay for four months from the
5th of January 1936 inclusive. The question whether
the whole or partaof this leave can be converted into
leave on full pay is being referred to the High
Commiscioner for the Western Pacifice. A further
communication on this point will be addressed to
you in due course,

2. It is noted that you propose to spend this
leave in New Zealand, and I am to reguest you to
notify this Office of your address there.

e You should arrange to be medically
exemined in New Zealand towards the end of March,

The

. MAUDE, ESQ.



The report of the examination should be sent diréct
to the High Commissioner for the Western Pacific,

4, I am also to request you to forward to.
Dr. Manson Bahr the letter of authority for medical.
examination which was enclogsed in the letter from this
Office of the 19th of Novemnber.

I am,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

%% V(ﬂ—r’%

.y



Communications on this subject
* | should be addressed to—

Downing Street.
>4 5 Fe b brsrt
—Jentary,1936.

Tet UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE,
CorLoxian OFFICE,
Loxpox, S.W.1.

and the following i
Number quoted:35846 C.ii.

Sixr,

With reference to the letter from this
Office of the 29th of November last, I am directed
by Mr. Secretary Thomas to inform you that after
consultation with the High Commissioner for the
Western Pacific it has been decided that three months
of the four months extension of leave granted to you
by the letter referred to above will count as
commuted leave with full salary, and the balance as
leave with half salary.

I am,
Sir.,

Your obedient servant,

/@W



