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special ceremonies.  Such. customs at |

one time Swer wlﬂﬂﬂm it otherwlse, the University anthropo- |
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el Obsewed : ﬂwm mitigated survivals of earlier :0f leal cxnpeditions ﬂmfh have visited :

v S customs of the same iype ongld.  Cfntral Australian in Trecent years tof
| So far examples BaNo e actual |sudy ‘the black “In his”habit as he

Lves”™ would not hayve had the impor-

IDEAS OF PROPERTY

husband Is presupposed, — Shiould an
‘ nhnrtg.lm; atcnuut w*:i.t-%mnn who bgion'é: tance now universally attached to them.
“wife" of his,

As evervone knows, enthropoioglsts on
the same quest for knowledge have
come from all parts of the earth, and

to another man, the Wrong which has

been Itted s looked upon as @
muﬂ}:m . one between the two

“husbands” concerned, their respec-

This sa the last of the serics of articlca
on the for North-East written by mem-
bers of the recent Umiversily anthro-

; 3 » latives and friends, and also the | especially America; and, though the
?f??f:: ﬁ:::‘“:it::maﬁa Jt?a::drl:mﬁ:d:f Egﬁlﬁfaurﬂauws who had 3-11'_3“3‘?':} care of the last survivors of the Stone
the aborigines, their degrees of velo- E:r S mﬂghﬁén&huhﬂnﬁeﬂ ed |Age Is a heavy responsibility, which
tionship, marnage customs and rdeas of |y aombat between the nbﬂuﬁiﬂsi 8Nd |a1ns, has only lately been generally re-
L T T S T R R B TR ﬂ}ﬁfﬁéﬂ%ﬂ?m mb:'t[‘ tt?lftﬁg:'itf stepa cognised, Australlans have come Lo
By a Member of the Adelaide Univer- |in to attempt to prevent fatal cﬂﬁﬂ; view almost In a spirit of boastfuiness

sity Expedition to Fandy Pandy g:gﬁfr nii!'; I:nohﬁg:-ul:?ﬁc E‘;“EE“ 2:9;: the distinetion their land enjoys Io

being the home of what, In many re-)
spects. Is the most astonishing. as it is
the oldest. race in the world. Human
progress has been achleved largely
through the admixture of races-mis-l
cegenation it Is called—but, in' our
aborigines we have a people who for
thousands of vears have lived In a

with a woman who is his sister, native
{deas of morality are outraged, even if
she bear no known blood relationship to
her lover, Vengeance for such a crime
is a tribal matter, not a mere personal
grievance. The crime can be ¢xplated
only by the death of the culprits at the
hands of any member of the tribe.
Therefore, although many of the native
customs may suggest very lax ideas
concerning marriage, yet the aborigine

Some people would have us belleve
| that our blacks in a slate of nature
are devold of moral sense, as some of
their practices are offensive to our
ideas of what Is right and proper.
Natlve customs regarding marriage
and property are particularly subject
to such criticism. But so much de-

pends on the point of view In a con-
troversial tople that it i5 worth while
looking into the. subject a little more

has an. exceedingly rigld system of pro-
hibited marriages between certain in-
dividuals. His Iidcas as to what 1s
right and wrong are very different from

closcly, before dmwing any conclo-
slons.,
Firstly, with regard (o marriage.

This 15 normally regarded by degrees
of relationship. Some of us may be

ours, yet they represent nevertheless
a strict moral code.

Properiy Obligations

With regard to property, our blacks
are considered to bg hopelessiy mpro
vident. An apparently typlcal instance

able to recite, for example, the list
of relatlves whom a man may not
marry, as laid down In the Prayer

ggnls and revolvers werc

of this occurred in the Cooper district.

' A station was left as a golng concern

by a white man to his half-caste son,

sState .of the completest possible isola-
tion from the rest of mankind, yet
who, as the scientists assure us, are
not inferior in mentality to the whites.

The suggestion once recklessiy made,
that Australia might add to her just

claims that of being the cradle of
humanity. has long since been dis-

carded. Wherever the transition took
nlace {rom the “missing link” Lo the
human staze, It was certainly not ogt

ﬁ profasion, nearly all of them dif-
forent.  Swords of all sorts were re-
resented—sabres, cutlasses, ' sciml

ars, Indian and Japanese swords, and

Book. ‘Abnrlg'm:al marriages also
are reguiated by degrees of relatlon-
E-héE. but the aboriginal method of
reckoning relationships {5 entirely dif-

who was still regarded as one of the
\tribe by his mother’s pecople. “The
station property In a very short time
was distributed among the members ol

this continent. where it was as a fully
d(l*.TE]UIR'ﬂ homo sapiens that man made
his appearance, probably, as now be-!

ser weapons for In-fighting Irom | ferent from ours. According to the |{the tribe, and the station as such leved, at a time when Europe and

| Rajputana.  Another had old EE; native Idea, brothers are of one flesh | ceased to exist. This example is, how- * Asia were In great part under ice.

gtions in Arablc, or some :imﬂart'% i o such an extent that a man calls | cver, not €éo much one of mative !m- The  Australian  aborigines  ar-
pesipinoncboth, &des. of - the b de.| both his own and his brother’s child- | providence, as an lllustration of DAiYC rived. as  is lso Kbl

Malay krises and swords of varlous rep Iﬁ;mn same terms, meaning son { custom. An aborigine is nob supposed | a0t 0 O o eved, from

kinds were Eﬂg}'ﬁﬁnm 85 WESe and daughter, and thoss children all | to retain for his own usc more thap a [£0% Via New  Guinea and other

j ATTOWS, and clubs, call one another brother and sister {small share of any game he may kill, |‘6/ands to the north of us, rather than

Some of fine

| exampies of the smith's art; the steel omn o bor e Woman calls her

and foodstufls his wife may colle or
own and her sister’'s children by the } '

0y any continuous, though.now sunken,
any lons he may have made or

land connection with the outer world.

u mﬂﬂd in Eﬂmﬂ': sAame rﬂaunmh_l s, and. thesec | ac .
: lerms, - se | acquired. He keeps what he needs for ' e G
anothe 1‘-'3':' mmﬂ wﬂ_m Was  children alzo call one another hrother | immediate purpg.s]f-_-s, and custom  de- | L presumption is favored by the ab-
| ' The articles which espe- . "nd sister. . But the terms used by | mands that the rest be handed over to [T ce from this continent of Aslalic
: ; ' & woman for her #on and daughter | other members of the tribe, chiefly to mammals other than those Introduced

the relatives of the woman he has mar-
ried, or to whom he Is betrothed, and
also to certaln of the elders of the
tribe. Should he not carry out these

are usually different to those used Lv
!hcr husband. As this custom hn';
gone on for numberless generations,
_Eﬁpla whom a native man or woman

by man, and also by the probability
that the distance to be traversed by
6ca would have been greatly abbrevie

w:ﬂlﬂmtlm were a com-
iplete sull of old Japanese armor, and
a'lnllt of woven mall with 2 damascened

. with a like and sister, may bear no  distributions falrly, then thess people |2¢d By the existence of a land link,

» projec ﬂﬁwm a wrﬂi} as | traccable blood relationship to the Will consider themselves n[z:{.’rim'ﬁd now sundered, with New Guines. How-

L ¢ the wearer from er. The fact of brotherhood o | They wili be constrained to demand |ever that may be, these men for 20.000

iilg“nnmim and mouth sliced off terhood is decided by the custom ' their rightful portion, under which cir- |years, have. like Wordsworth' s

during an argumeng with an enemy.| &t children recelve a common dis- | cumstances not only will the culprit “dwelt apart 1na 1S star,

Ad adjacent room wan decorated with o | HDguishing name from ~ elther the | be shamed and disgraced in the eyes | oviitatin " dordestle, frec” With a|
large collectlon of sative {mplements| falfer or the mother. 1In the western | of his people. but he will also be llable | &Y isation  dating  back to  the
weapons, both stone and wood, in- | Dalf of Australis such names usually ' !0 suffer bodily harm, Even if the man | Stone  Age,  ilioy matazed Lo
cluding a pa | are transmitted from the father’s side. Should net be attacked directly, he be- | survive  without an Inh':-“:n '
af - While In the castern half of Australin Comes unpopular and he will be lable | {reeh blood - sl b
the name usually comes down through | lo 1ose the support of his people when | ... » until the white

the mother, he is m&nﬂvﬁ by Pemha or tribal man  arrived and the tragedy began

The natural consequence of such a |fnemles, and his life is almast sure to V0% culmination is pathetically de-

system {5 that In addition to widely. | be forfeited. The aborigine, therefore,

the 11‘1' brought up in a hard school, and be-
?ﬁnld h:': :anu:tm*nth- impravident gene-

sity lutks e praciize of o cnston
backed np by hrn‘v}' penalties for li-l Mua?.um_ in his story fn “The Adver-
.trnmzrrs-ﬁnr. By Lhe time an aborid 45¢T” of a race weancd from its no-|
lﬁlm has attained adult status he usually madic life and “transmuted into the

as learned by hangers-on of the cattle stations,” Of i"

scribed by Mr. Norman Tindale
cthuologist to the South Australian
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of recognising kindred.

precept and example to
whom an aborigine | follow implici g rules
of his own and n:u.lgh]gvr- social system, tﬁ:yd ia,rwm fact ."g gﬂthﬂ dozen tribes which once inhabited|
o réﬂﬂtﬁ upon and ad- lremely “moral” person, . " - glmma desert and the Lake Eyre|
e . t ? » ie furnishes a woeful accoun

) . Wﬂuﬂutum: ] Sﬂm-ﬂ have Whﬂluy dj;appemd- :fl :
A further consequence of this cus- others, only one or two members re-|

Every. men 8 zelated 10 | main; and of some, the survivors were |

e A %00 aged to be mustered for interro- |

gation. This attempt to take what may

a man Is betrothed be called the dying depositions of |
these women by ar- | blacks, was not wholly futile: for mﬁ:
were enough to respond to the

call for inform |

Wil Mr. Tindaleoffees, Hore e 00T

iie offers, however, must|

decades ago,




