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‘and, more l'mrumlnrlp. to’ Rome.

love of 1aw and order was grafted upox.
the care-free Athenian ideal, giving '

UNIVERSITY IDEALS

Although in theso days, when uni-
versities subsist in a great measure on
Government grants and endowments
by public-spirited benefactors, there Is
a growing public interest in thelr dos|
|ings, nevertheless there still remair}
|conflicting  and totally  Inadequate
| views on the atms and ideals of a uni-
versity, For some, it Is an estaslish-
[ment where one can earn a degree

| which is an open sesame to a oemlurt} anity, and finally the progressive spirit| st

|able billet. To others, it means. pri-
marily, a place where useful soclal con-
tacts are made;
abroad & cynical notion, which 1s dying:
hard, that g university is a place where
{gilded youth can play the fool for

world with & record of academic
fallure. It 15 no doubt the prevalence
of such vague and unsatisfactory no-
tions that recently evoked strong com-
ment from Dr. Priestley, Vice-Chan- |
|cellor of Melboutne University. In
what may be termed a policy speech, he
sald, among other things, that a

gree-conferring institution. I¢ ehould

Inot merely be a shop. producing, at

howev Er high a standard, the academi c
dvertised in its calendar.

and a more deliberately sl Jasd
political outlook. Influence
Rewmas saye, and. the e 1a s Saush
Is the history of soclety; it begins in.
the poet and ends In the policeman.” *°
Later, the Influence of Christianity xen
its mark on the universities of Euro
and finally the addltion of the modem |
conception of sclence brings us to the
university of our own times. Such,
very briefly, {s the heritage of the
modern university; first the Athenian|
{deal, secondly Ll\c Macedonlan  and|
Roman concept of law and
the ennobling influence of  Christi-
of modern sclerice. _The fourfold duty |
of -using this heritage to best advan:

is not surprising that the university,| {

onal systen
the

of ‘which it should form
coplng-stone, recelves its share

is to emphasise one aspect of a uni-

versity to the neglect of the others.
There ‘are some people so enamored of
the Athenian ideal, that they look upon
a university solely as a repository for
| knowledge, with facilities for adding to
the store by research. It exists, they.
think, for the professors and a few
brilllant students who are

study. Meticulous scholarship is their g,
watchword; and they become so ab-

sorbed with the notion of carrying on
the torch of learning, that they tend

L\:e feeling that 'thy
‘cram-shop” and lhlt

‘working
to a university a more definite charter 9¢gree 15 a joyless endurance test,

bom they and the \lnlvernw Thave
‘That A

obe from Blmpe‘n l:ulture has

bcen able to secure so

ung country, ~Always the finest men

nﬂ]hble have been sought; and South

- | The meeting has
has been particularly fortu: been an unqualified

nate in securing st all times men not

only of great scholastic attainment but i

of fine ideals and personality.

tles'
by

o

tage, is fraught with difficulty; and 1t vn' s, however, must yet be
e e el % education in its broadest
in common with the rest of our educa-| conception that the world must m.:m’x‘
tor

it is to

modern democracy Is to survive,

though something more systematic
|{ow years before proudiy facing the o eriticem. ~ The natural ,e,,dmcy»:na effective must be done. than was Sy

by the Athenians, whose demo-

culcurc yv.‘b it 1s not without confidence
e Jooks to our universities to

lm Lhe Way to a more. general en-
hienment, x

r. Claude H. COAts, who

King MA. degree at the Unmmw o Adee
university should be more than a de-|“honors” in some special branch of /ide in 1629, ted

ter at Qi C .Jeeh ?}pwlnw

master at Queen's Cotlege, Georgetown,
‘B Guians. . The colleze la ad- 8

ministered by the Colonial Service,

present Mr. COAts is on o four monnm

vacation tour Centra

Eighten anonths Ago Mt

America.
Should be first and. foremost a fiboras {0 overlook the need or using the torch Coats left for England to continte his

the formulation of ncw
|thought; a sultable home for

cherishing of old ideas. Newman, in hL-.
masterly treatise on this subject, finds
the origin of the university idea in the;
free growth of Athenlan culture of the
classical period rather than in any de-

Iiberately concelved system. For sonie, through which they have to pass andi

reason, the  peculiar genius of the
Athenians, nurtured by ideals of free-
dom and beauty, produced & pheno-
menal harvest of culture that made
Albens the hub of the world of learn-
and art. Thither flocked teachers

from evory quarter. especially from
Asla Minor; and tiither, too, came as-
piring students from every part of the
Piviliced. world to sit atthe foet of
famousiprofessors, This free trade, a5
were, in learning, arising {rom a
‘supply of scholars on the one hand and
a for thelr knoyledze on the
other, 1s, according to Newman; the
idea of & university in a nutshell. This

rd; A
though Carlyle cays that “the truo,
university of these (modern) daysis a
collection of books,” Newman main-
fains that the inspiration which can|
come only from actual assocla-
tion with scholarly men, is
essential feature of uuah an {nstitution,
The fine, free—almost ble—
conception of Ahhenlnnmlgo epl'ondmlmde

the speeches of Pericles and em-
Bodied mprffpman, the liberal attitude
towards kowledgo  for iis owD SAKC,| gy
persisted long after Athens
wum-uy insignificant; and. mmo\gn
the Athenians can hardly be credited
witn any systematic attempt to propa-,
|gate this splrit, it cannot be sald to
xnv, perubed even yet. Pouucany.
absorbed by Mace-
dnnhn empln but her culum still

to enlighten the community. Others,
o 882in, neglecting this fine quest after
truth for its own sake, emphasise the
soclal and more blatantly utilitarian
aspect, Many young men, for instance,
aspiring to a professional career, look!
upon the university as a machine

from which they will duly issue benrmxl
a trade mark. The public, rea
that this trade mark gives them at |u11
Tate some guarantee of efficient pi
slonal service, acqulesces in this \lew
Others, again, of radical lcnnlnxs.
temn the fine ideal o -
planted in the oonccpuon ot e
sity by Christlan ethics; while reac-|
tlonaries even In these days conkmptu-
ously d “m subjects, and
wave aside science as “stinks.’
Most people will agrce with Dr.:
Priestley when he says that & unncmﬂys
hould “formulate new thought'
“cherish old ideals,” nrovldcd Q' caurse,a
;| that the other
looked, modern umversﬂy hns Lht
responsibility of working for humanity
in a broader sense. It must not only
take the lead in preserving old ideals
and formulating new ones, but must|
discover more efficlent means of dis-
seminating them among the com.
munity. Nor should it overlook its duty
it the less exalted sphere of vocational
training. Dr. Priestley admits that “a
university can go a certain way in
adapting Its courses to the need.s ormr
tleular professions. e danger s
that this may be done hmr-hcnmdly.
Anyone who has attended a university
knows how easy it is for the studnm
who {5 not. specialising, to find w
for a degree a dull grind. !kclum Are
attended. dictated notes are feverishly
copled down to be' “mugged up” for
Some

wrvind. and the Macedonlan Alex-
his stil}

studies at. the Tondon University,
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Medical Association—acclaimed by pro-

minent overseas vbllors as one of the f}
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celve its finishing

touches tomorrow
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