mmander Moyves
‘ship Discovery.
Moyes's third were any voung doctors available In

“S0ok part in
"Ross Sea

as he

o ehﬁn; A
dasian \ Antarctic expedition
11-1914. He Is an old St. Peter’s Col-
2e/boy. and is now senior educational |pitals, said today that
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Premier
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ession that expe-
; ¢ young doctors at
ide Hosy ital iz invaluable 1o

“There was a time when the house
surgeons received no pay whatever, but
later a ent of £50 a year was
fixed, this has since been raised to
£100 a with living quarters.

The Government's endeavors to ob-
taln voung doctors from other States
, 'were likely to prove fruitless, an Ade-
WaS  lnide medical authority sald this after-
noon. He did not consider that there

the Commonwealth to fill hospital resi-
dent positions in Adelaide. _

The Chief Secretary (Mr. Ritchies,
who [s Ministerinl head of State hos-
the hospital!
autharities would do, everyvihing Ini
thelr power to see that the treatment
lof patients would be everything that
icould be desired in spite of the staff|
shortage. .
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'Doctors’ Act

: the Assembly this afternoon the
! Premier (Mr. Butler) criticised the
four house surgeons who yesterday
tendered their resignations from the
gtaff of the Adelaide Hospital.

said that the resignations were most
- at the present time, and
concerned did not

‘lappear to realise their debt to the

{

bl L

tmat the surgeons

 Letters from the house surgeons
increased pay had been
This action

would relieve an extremely deli-

withdrawn, he said.

cate situation.
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:t ~as a long waliting list of

¢t the hospital
He ask

%m- many people.
| tlons to the Hospital Board

Turner, and Hayes.
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. Same

| The Leaaer of the Opposition Mr.
Il-nce;r] had drawn the attention of the
Premier to the hospital's affairs, point.
ing out that the resident staff was now

af half-strength, and that there

desired surgical and medical treatment

: what the plans of the Gov-'
roment were to secure a medical staff|
for the hospital and relieve the suffec-

who tendered their resigna-

were Drs. Harvey Johnston,
The resignations
il take effect in a fortnight's time.

Mr. Butler said he had .anticipated
had prepared a state-
ation with the Chief

'!.I_;h statement that four house sur-
goons resigned because of dissatisfac-

‘(don., and what is deseribed

¢ Hospital, is hardly correct,” said

1 ‘ of ‘thu requesis of the resident

was for a greater op-

experience in the prac-!
ital.

_ concerned resigned to take
Em remunerative positions, and |

paid at the Adelaide

RESIGN FROM
ADELAIDE HOSPITAL

He |
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And Overwork

STAFF REDUCED
~ BY HALF
Difficulty In Filling

Vacancies

Dissatisfaction with ~ what is
described as overwork and low pay
‘at the Adelalde Hospital is reported
to have been responsible for the re-
‘signations of four house surgeons

which were placed before a meeting
of the Hospltal Board
stated that some of Lg:s doctors ocon-
cerned will go to other States,

As three doctors left the Adelaide
Hospital staff a few months ago to
take positions at the Perth Public
' Hospltal, which pays £200 a year,
mlmd with £100 a vyear at the
Ad Hcepital, the house surgeons
stafl will be reduced from 16 at the
beginning of this year to elght when
| the four who ed ye ay leave,
Those who .yasta:.r are
Drs. Harvey Johnston (son of Profes-
i T, Yl Tu
' €s. e tors,
who left the staff a few months Ago,
’ (out-

|
|

ople who

yesterday
Wallace,

as over-|
the Ade-

The
the medi-

octors who have been
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Dr, R. Muecke, of Adelalde, after hav-
. for some time, is

1
laide three
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o tary (Mr. Ritchie) that. e
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ty are at

huslly nhudﬁng’ for degree exam-
ination In November, The usufl prac-
tice is for newly qualified doctors to
become house surgeons at the Adelal
Hospital at the beginning of February
each year, when those who have seyved
a year leave, Junlor house surgeons at
the Perth Public Hospital receive £200
n vear, and at Fremantle £250 a year.
A‘l{r:r twelve months' service at the
Perth Hospital their salaries are ralsed
to £300 a year. An attraction to young
doctors Is also sald to be the greater
surgical experience avallable for house
surgeons at the Perth Public Hospital.

Reguest Not Granted

After the house surgeons staff had
been reduced by resignations f{rom 16
to 12 a few months ago, it Is stated
that a request was made that the house
surgeons' salaries should be increased
[rom £100 to £200, but this wns not
granted.

The three doctors who hold the posi-
tion of registrars—medical, surgical and
outpatients—at the Adelalde Hospital
recelve £240 a year. It Is understood
that Dr., Gallagher went to the Perth
Haospital as a house surgeon, recelving
an undertaking that he would be ap-
pointed a registrar in three months
Registrars at the Perth hospital receive
about £350 a vear. Registrars at Mel-
bourne public hospitals recelve about
| £400 a veal,
| Difficulty is also said to have been
;expenenced recently in Melbourne In
‘obtaining sufficlent junior house sur-
geobs at the public hospitals, where
thelr rate is also £100 a year.

- Chief Seeretary’s Statement

When asked last night the Chief
Secretary  (Mr, Ritehie), who is in
charge of the administration of the
ospitals, confirmed the fact that four
da:-m;s had given the necessary fort-
night's notice. He said he understood
leaving to improve their
positions, One of the doctors had re-
signed owing to illness, but one of the
others was golng to the Fremantle
Hospital, another to Perth, and the
‘ Those doctors
would reccive salaries double, or more
than double, the amount of £100 a veur,
whdjch was all the Adelalde Hospital

paid,
“We have been making efforts for
some wecks to get more doctors for the
Adelaide Hospital,” said Mr. Ritchie,
“and enquiries are still being made in
the other States. So far, I regret to
say, we have not been successful, but
eflorts are being continued. We have
at present 12 house surgeons at the
Adelaide Hospital, although normally
the number should be about 16,
the shortage of doctors has persisted
for some time. The hospital is now
overcrowded with patients and. in ad-
dition togthe shortage of doctors, we
ave been seriously handicapped by
the absence of from 20 to 25 nurses.
chiefly owing to illness.
the staffs, including the
gEcons, have been working at high pres-
sure {or many weeks owing to the pre-
valling epidemics and other causes.'”
Mr, Ritchie said that at present 19
students were studying at the Univer-
sity for their final medical degrees.
’qu;aﬂké?dg the average, about 14 of these
Hospital at the i of oo 112, . Adelaide
of the yvear
nning of next vear, y Rt

Nonorary sur-
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Minister’s Statement
In P arliament

“DEMAND FOR MORE
PAY WITHDRAWN”
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One of
house glurgeo
uuppurtumtr for e ence
ce of surgery at Ad Hosp
signed 1o take up DoRticI A LA
5 ake up ns in her |
States, and one because of i,lltz.lm]':IIL \
The fees pald to resident medical ofMe
cers at the Adelalde Hospltal were m'rﬁ
ir

1= i v I

than those  recelved iIn New 1
Wales and Victorin, where the Sod
Eﬁ;&m mmggi-puhl&: institutions,

mp E A BIX-yCar course ab (;
University many of the medical .'EE
dents went to the Adelalde Hospita)l
for a year to galn experience before |
taking up a private &rantlm, and some
?g them remained there for an extra

ar, i

Mr. Ritchie said that it was f
the Perth hospital = paid mmm.m* ons
medical officers £200 n  year, bnt the
position was different there becanse
the medical course at the Perth Unl-'!
versity had not been established suffi- |
clently long to  provide the aospitall
with the required number of young
doctors, and it was necessary to offer
higher fees to attract men from the |
other Statles,

“Action Most Regrettable”

The reslgnation of the four house
surgeons at the Adelalde Hospital and |
the demand for Increased pay at a
tme when the Adelide Ho:pital was
severely taxed because of additional
slckness and the absence of from 20 to
25 nurses through illness were most re-
gretiable.

“The house surgeons do not seem to
realise,”” added Mr. Ritchie, “that Lhcy
owe something to the State whieh cives
them the opportunity of a Univeralty
training on fees which would be con-
slderably higher if it were not for the
fact_that the taxpavers_ provided a
grant of £44,000 a year for all courses
at the University, and, in  addition,
abolt 13,000 for the Walte Institute at
DA, T arch e iih ot .
 MrWhitford (Ind. Lab)—How do
‘hose contributions compare with those
giver™to other hospitals?

The Chief Secretary sald that there
WCre no o.her hospitals on a similar
basis, The semi-public institution in
Melbourne was controlled by a board,
0 which the Government made a big
contribution. The Government. had
daveriised for resident medical officers
il:r: 1;1':15:; Sdmtasimtd hst:;d made enquiries

e other States, but plias
| been recolved. oD Py
Mr, Mowbray (L.CL.)—Not at £2 f

week?
The Chief Secretary said t in ad- |
tion to £100 a year the lmustiméurgeuga
recelved board and lodging.” In Vie-
toria, he believed. men in similar posi-
tlnrﬁs recelved £90, and in New South
Wales £80, and a bonus of £10 provided
they complied with certain conditions,
ence was invaluable

The practical experi
ors. There was a

t'méhe h}fﬂunt-lﬁc'fmt
i when ¥ received no yment
It was then fixe £ in-
crﬂ\:;sedcm 100, d at £50, and later in
or, Condon—Can the public be as-
sured that there will be no delay in at. |
tention owing to the unfortfunate posi-
ticr:]r:":hmé:]tuhtps arisen? :

e el Secretary said that by
resignation of four resident tmbé:iitcigﬁ
gmcﬂ:j' in addition to the four who

ad already resigned. the resident staft
Would be reduced to eight. That would
entail more work on the present stafr.
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