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Charles Atherton House,
Honolulu,
Hawaii,

2ond July, 1936.

Dearest Lady Maude,

Both our pens are behaving badly and we have just in-
vested in & New typewriter so | hope you won't mind having a
typewritten letter. We found that we could trade in our old
typewriter here and the new ones were much cheaper so we have a
Royal now; how do you like the new type?

We have had several letters from you since we arrived
here, the latest being from Sir Walter, dated 30th June. Ve
were very sorry to hear about the sudden death of Sylviéa, dreadful
for them all. Measles seem to have been everywhere lately, even
in Samoa and Fiji they have had an epidemic. Mother writes that
Doreen had caught it but | do not know whether the other two also
developed ite.

Did | ever thank you for the picture of Mona?% It you
could get me a postcard of the picture | should like it very much,
it would be clearer than the newspaper one. | am very sorry
there weems little chance of your seceing Alick at present but
when he is older and his own master, or at least on an allowaﬁce,
he is sure to want to visit you. | was glad to hear that Mona
thought Arthur Thickett nice, we thought him an exceedingly nice

boy when we saw him in 1932, Has Mr. Thickett returned to New



2.
Zcaland vyet? He really is a queer man the way he wanders around
and leaves Mrs. Thickett to carry on.

OQur time here secems to be quite tilled up with various
engagements, both serious and frivolous and any spare moments we
spend hunting tfor more information on the early history of ihe
Gilberfs_and have found some very interesting reports etc.
| haQE;; copy of Harry's speech to the Seminar to Sir Walter, it
was considered very good indeed. lhere are several men here who
would like Harry to go to America to study further and would get
the necessary tunds but it is impossible of course unless we left
the Government Service. At any rate he has become known to a
tew prominent people which may help later on. '

On Wednesday we had what they called an International
evening and people from the various countries performed in some
manner. The evening was a great success, the items varied from
songs and dances fto very good and very funny skefches. One girl
whom no one suspected of having any talent gave us a lecture on
"woman" and had everyone in fits of laughter. At the end we had
some "hula" dances and the four senior men were dressed up in
grass skirts and made to pertorm; some flashlight{ photographs
were taken which were awtully good and it would be marvellous to
send a copy to the Colonial Office so that they could see Mr.
Mayhew perftorming. On Tuesday we had dinner at the Royal
Hawaiian Hotel, a farewell dinner with the Mappins who left on
Wednesday. The hotel is certainly a wonderful place but the

dinner wasn't very extra special and we all agreed we would rather



stay at one of the smaller places. On Monday we went to a bath-
ing party and had a lovely bathe and tea afterwards and in the
evening we went to a Chinese dinner with some people from Samoa.
There is a wondertul Chinese restaurant here, the interior is
panelled with chinese pictures in black and gold, the lanterns
are lovely and the whole place very well got up. We stated oft
with birds nest soup which is very good and had little bits of
crab meat floating about in it, it tastes a little bit like
chicken broth. Then we had all kinds of wierd dishes, almond
chicken with water chestnuts which are delicious; a dish called
noodles, | don%t know what they are, and several kinds of vege-
tables and salads, finishing up wi$h delicious candy. We also
had eggs which had been preserved in mud and were about 100 years

old, they tasted very salt but looked quite ordinary, Harry de-

clined to eat any. On Sunday we were invited out to lunch with
the Mappins at the home of an elderly lady who lives up one of the
valleys and had a lovely place. She has a sort of triend or

companion living with her and is extraordinarily kind hearted.
She heard ot a man from Hongkong who was taken ill with appendi=-
citus on one of the liners and was operated on before they got
here; he had peritonitis but was still alive and he and his wife
were put ashore here. lhe poor things were on their way home
and have now been here 3 months as a second operation has to be
performed and they cannot do it until the first wound has hedled
and it has not done so yet. ihis lady, Miss Parke took the wife

into her home and later on the invalid was also moved there and




they are still there. Atter lunch we brought the Mappins here
to see our room and they had tea here and thought we had a lovely
place to stay at. The day before we had gone down to their hotel
tor a bathe in the afternoon and took them for a long drive, Mrs.
Mappin had been so very kind fo us, always inviting us down to
dinner and until fhafvday we couldnot persuvade her to come out for
a drive. We went up to the famous pali, down the other side and
then made a round home again. We shall be sending you a book
about Hawaii présenfly and you will see a picture there ot the
road on the other side of the Nuuanu Pal i, it is the most winding

road | have ever driven on and the New Zealand roads are prefty

bad.

Harry has caught a nasty cold which has been going round
but it is clearing up again and he spent only one day in bed. To-
day | am going out with a party to visit a sugar plantation, it
should be very interesting; _Harry is staying at home as he does
not feel up to what is going to be a tairly long trip with a good
deal of ecalking | imagine. Next week we go to see a pineapple
tactory.

With much love from us both to you all,
Your loving,
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CULTURE CHANGE AND EDUCATION I THE GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS

-0 - 73444,(*1’4«64%‘/6
by ézﬁfﬁaakceéfff{Q%ZZZ:i;iii;%

£ this tatk 1
lice Is-

MR. H. E. MAUDE

Before commencing with the real subject matter o
feel I had better explain briefly where the Gilbert and El

lands are and who inhabit them.

The Gilbert Group consists of sixteen coral atolls stradﬁllgg
the equator and lying just west of the 180th meridian of 1ong1tu0 ’
their northern and southern limits being latitude 4° north and Zt
south, respectively. The Ellice Group comprises nine smaller bul t—
more fertile atolls lying te the scuth of the Gilberts, between abﬁ
itudes 5° and 11° south. The Gilbert Group has an outlier 1B BanAbE
or Ocean Island, some 250 miles to the westward, which, although &
high islend, is inhabited by a Gilbertese speaking folk. Thes®
Groups are typical examples of the thousand and one atolls of the
Pacific, consisting of leng ribbons of corel sand, often enclosing
lagoons, seldom more than & few hundred yards in width and nowhers
more than 15 feet above sea level; fortumately they lie within ©be
doldrums, for a good sized wave would sweep the islands bare. Not
even their most ardent admirer could describe these atolls as belng
anything but barren, sc meagre is the deposit of humus }hat virtu- .
ally nothing can be grown except the ubiquitous coconuty the pandanu
%%dba ﬁoarse edible root similar to inferior tarc and known 38

abail,

And yet, extraordinary to relate, these arid islands are am ong
the most densely populated areas in the Pacific, on some of them theé
population exceeding 1,000 to the square mile. The inhabitants,
furthermore, are inereasing steadily and their fertility is such that,
did they not themselves place limits on the number of their children,
they would find themselves increasing beyond their meagre means of
subsistence. That such a dense population can exist at all is due,
of eourse, to the faet that they are not confined to the land for
their food supply, but are able to utilize the resources of the ccean
for many miles around each island. According to the census, there
are roughly 30,000 Gilbertese and 4,000 Ellice Islanders at the _
present time, the increase shown between the years 1921 and 1931 being
over 4,000,

WWithout going very deeply into the soeial structure of the is-
landers I should mention here tvat the Gilbertese are included under
that loose term Micronesian; they appear to be a blend of three
racial groups. The basic stock was apparently of Melanesian or Papu-
an type and inhabited the islands from time immemorial. Fused with
this element we find two comparatively recent immigrant groups, the
one coming from that portion of the Malay Archipelago centering
round Gilolo and the other a pure Polynesian type from Samoca. By the
time when they were first visited by Europeans these three racial
groups had blended with each other, resulting in a homogeneous type -~
the Gilbertese of today. The Ellice islanders are pure Polyhesians,
the greater part having migrated from the valley of Falealili in
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Samoa about the year 1525. Blended with this Samoan stock we find,
particularly in the northern Ellice, a considerable infiltration

of Tongan blood, due to a long succession of raids from the Tongan
Archipelago. In former days the Gilbertese were divided intc patri-
lineal, exogamous and totemic clans whose ramifications extended over
all except the two northern islands and Banaba. The Government al-
ternated between petty kingdoms and extreme democracies, according

to whether there was anyone strong enoush by dint of warfare or in-
trigue, to seize the power:. There were, however, two more or less
stable kingdoms, in the northern and central islands, and here were
found a feudal system with all the paraphernalia of high chiefs,

etty chiefs, freemen and slaves. Except in these two kingdoms there
was, and still is, strict individual ownership of land and every man
and woman in the islands is 2 landowner. As a consequence, there is
no extreme poverty and no necessity Tfor anyone to work as an employee,
especially in view of the fact that native taxation is paid in copra
and not in money unless he or she so desires it. Furthermore, by the
system of "bubuti", & person lacking some article, such as 2 tub or a
dress length, can obtain it by bezging it off somecne else, Ey an
analogous custom of "tibutibu", children can be taken in adoption by
those desiring them. All that need be said of the customs of the
Ellice islanders is that bthey were based on those existing in Samea
at the date of the emigration from Falealili.

The two groups were actually discovered, piecemeal, between 1765
and 1827, but until 1830 there was but little o ntact with the inhab-
itants. From that date, however, until about 1870 the region became
a favourite whaling ground and a sreat number of ships vigited the
islands each year. The whalers were accustomed to live ashore when
refitting and often while boiling down whale blubber, and, while
eruising in the viecinity of the islands they filled vacancics among
their crew by shipping the more adventurous na%ives and at the same
time took on board a number of the loecal women. The whalers brought,
too, the first beachcombers, escaped ccnviects and runaway sailors for
the most part, who formed a most turbulent element in the population
for many years. The first Buropesn to reside with the natives landed
about the year 1835, in 1840 therc were 7 Eurcpeans living in the is-
lands, while by 1860 there were actually far more Eurcpeans in the
two groups than there are to-day.

What then was the effect on the islanders of this initial con-
tact with a foreigh culture? As far as we can ascertain at the
present day it was surprisingly small. The beachcombers as a whole
lowered themselves to the level of the natives, marrying into their
families and adopting their customs. The few wheo were unwilling to
become, to all intents and purposes, natives, held themselves as far
as possible aloof from them and made no attempt to influence their
‘soecial life. They introduced, of course, new commodities and tools
and thus gradually modified the arts and crafts of the natives, and
this process of change was accelerated by the next group of foreign-
ers to visit and reside in the islands, the traders.

The first trading ships visited the islands about 1850 and, with-
in another ten years, we find a Sydney firm operating, with resident
European traders established on nsarly every island in the two aroups.
By 1870 there were at least two German firms, besides 9 British and an

-

American, competineg for the local trade and the remaining beachcombers
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had transformed themselves into more or less respectable resident
traders. As a result, the natives, while they retained thelr
social orsanization still largely intact, saw the material side of
their life considerably changed. DNew wants, for example, tobaceo,
liquor, firearms, were carefully fostered, new materials, such as
imported timber for canoe building, and new iron and steel tools,
were introduced and, in order to obtain these desiderata, a con-
siderable part of the natives' ftime had to be spent in the pro-

duction of coconut oil.

To a large extent contemperaneous with the early traders we have
the third group to influence ths culture of the central Pacific atolls.
Between 1860 and 1875 "blackbirders™ raided the islands and, in par-
_tieular, the southern Ellice and the southern Gilberts., The earlier
ships transported the people to the Guano islands in South America
and as few if any ever returned to their homes., Nothing resulted
from this contact except 2 certain measure of dislocation in the so-
cial struecture of the islanders. atcr vessels, however, took So-
called "reeruits" to Fiji, Pahiti, and Haewaii, from which places they
guite commonly returned, bringing with them a widened outlook and new
and foreign ideas disruptive of the.indigenous social life. TFrom
this period we can date the decay of exogamy and the clan system gen-
erally, which had fermerly been the all-important focal centre of the
native social organization.

The various Pacific Islanders Protection Acts graduvally purged
the labour trade of its undesirable features, but to the present day,
the natives are recruited, under proper safeguards, as indentured
labour, to such places as Ocean Island, Fanning, Washington and the
Phoenix Islands. Practieally cvery man spends at least two years
of his youth as an indentured labourer, and, as can be resdily im-
agined, this period of comparative freedom, away from the soccial re-
straints of his village life, has no small effect in broadening his
horizon and causing him to question the necessity and utility of the
soecial conventions with whieh he is surrounded on his return to his
village.

fle now come to the most peient cause of culture change in the
two groups, the missions. Betwoen 1865 snd 1869 Samoan missionaries
were placed on all the islands of the Ellice Group and the people
eagerly embraced the new faith. The suddeness and extent of the
change effected in the native life by the mission in the Ellice Is-
lands, was, indeed, astonishing. The accessories of the old reli-
glon were razed to the ground, Europsan clothing introduced, 0ld cus-
toms, games, amusements prohibited and abandoned, and, almost at a
stroke, the native society was chansed to a theocracy with the Samoan
pastor at the head and with a ctode of social conduct taken larzely from
the Bible as interpreted by him. In the Gilbert Islands, although
Dr. Hiram Bingham had been residing at Abaiang from as long 880 as 1857,
progress was far slower, and it was not until the 70's that Christian-
ity could be #aid to be definitely in the ascendency. 1In 1870 the
London Missionary Scciety extended their work to the Southern Gilbertsg
and in l§88 the Roman Catholies commenced operations. At the present
day the Northern Gilberts are predominently Reman Catholic, the South-
ern islandsg together with the &llige Group, Protestant, while there are
still geveral_thousand so~called pagans who remain more or less aloof
from either mission. In general, it may be said that the missicns
have not had the iconoelastic effect on the Gilbertese that they had on
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the Bllice, mission penetration has been slower, and the psople have
tended rather %o select those aspects of the new religion which
appealed to them most, possibly as being most in harmony with their
cld ideas, while tacitly ignoring other features.

e

At the same time there can be no guestion but that the influence
of the missions has been an all- powerful one in effecting change in
the indigenous culture. In many ways it has been the antithesis of
the influence of the beacheomber and trader, for whereas the earlier
visitors modified profoundly the material life of the natives, their
arts and crafts, the missions left these practically unchanged, con=-
centrating their activities on moulding the soelial struecture of vhe
native life more into conformity with the ideas and ideals of the new
religion. Clan exogamy, the marriags system, the various "rites de
passage" concerned with birth, marriazs, mmd death, and in particular,
those dealing with puberty and adolescence, 21l went, and at the same
time much was discourazed that would be considered comparatively harm-
less to-day, such as various competitive games, the wearing of wreaths
and ornaments, dancing, smoking and the like. Secular power, too, came
more and more under the control of the missions, as the little village
gerontocracies became accustomed to abiding by the advice of the loeal
pastor or teacher,

Finally, in 1892, the two groups came under the protection of the
British Government and Buropean officials were sent to supervise the
sdministration. A simple code of laws was drawn up, based on the
earlier mission legislation and the various councils of 014 Men were
transformed into island councils to administer them. Thesc Councils,
under a Native Magistrate, have cxgeutive, judicial and a gertain
amount of legislative power. They work amazingly successfully and
with a minimum of friction, and I believe it to be true to say that
nowhere in the Pacific Islands, with the exception of the Kingdom of
Tonga, is the indigencus native playing such a large and suceessful
part in his own govermment. Everything from the simplest matter to
a charge of murder is dealt with by the natives themselves in their
own courts. There is no denying that some of the new laws must have
resulted in a severe shock to the islanders, based as they were upon
European rather than native ideas, but as they were administered by
the people themselves, they adapted the new code to their own culture,
tacitly ignoring those considered unsultable while rigidly enforecing
thogse they thought desirable.

And thus we come to the Gilbertesc and Ellice Islander of to-day,
a cultural blend in which his original Micronesian or Polynesian her-
itaze has been influenced by western civilization throusgh the beach-
comber, trader, blackbirder, missinsnary and Government officiald. X
have tried, however, to show how very seleetive this contaet has been;
like so many of the scattered groups of the Pacific, the main stream
of commerce has passed them by and they have had no npportunity of
viewing western civilization as a whole. All they know of it is from
the very specialized by-products, as it were, of eivilization, who
vigit their islands with a particular end in view whether it happens
to be their administration, conversion, exploitation, or even, in the
case of the blackbirds, their abduetion. The attitude of tue Gilberty-
ese towards the outside world is a semséble one, he regognizes the
existence of foreigners and the faet that they differ from him in
many respeets, but he stoutly maintains his own group to be the best
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place for the Gilbertese and, whkat is probably true enough, his own
cultural synthesis to be the bess possible for his peculiar gircum=-
stances and envircnment. He evinces 1ittle if any curiosity in the
customs and goings-on of the outside sorld, which he will never see,
and, as a nasural conseguence of his isolation, is inclined %o be
rather smus at times and conventad with thinzs as they are in his cwn
1ittle sphere. The Ellice islanders differ to 2 certain extent from
the Gilbertese in that they have 2 mecca, Samoa, situated, compara-
tively speaking, in the maelstrom of civilized 1life. From Samca come
new fashions and new ideas, which profoundly affect the lives of those
whom the Samoans no doubt consider thelir rather gauche country cousins.

At the same time, while these Central Pacific atolls lie still
sheltersd from the full blast 5f modern ceivilizatiorn, yet the inhabit-
ants have every opportunity of leading a perfectly full life within
the limits set by their village and island. Mention has already been
made of the exception2l share taken by navives in the governmernt of
the islands, and those politically minged can always strive to beccme
villaze police, village councillors, or aspire fto one of the moIs
senior positions in the local adminigiration, eventually perhaps be=
cominz magistrate of the igland, & post which has very considerable
resoonsivilities indeed. For those who take an especial interest in
church work there are always many positions available . in a village-
deacons, members of the church council and, for those willing to under-
2o training, village pastorates.

Duringz recent years the more commercially gifted have formed
native co-operative societies, colleceting and marketing the copra of
the members and retailing trade soods in exchange. These societies,
though it must be confessed +hat - hey have not sc far made fortunes
for their members, have yet succesded 1o ousting the trader or middle-
man from nearly every island in the %wo zroups, and the control of
their activities offers a magnificient £igld for the energy of the
villager who can, with cormarative ease, get himself slected on one
or more of the various committecs connected with each society.

The above are a few ways only in which an islander can satisfy
his ambitions and lead a life useful %o the community. lMany more could
be detailéde=forthose wishing to carn noney, which is not nearly
such a comion desire with the native &g with us, there are opportunit-
ijes as indentured labourers, for the clerical type there are positions
with the local government as well as the co-operative societly and, of
course, there are always the innumerable activities of the villase
itself, fishing, canoc building, house building, cultivation, ete., ete.
21l of which offer unlimited scope for gpecialisation and the acquisi-
tion of =akill.

Here then is the human setting in the ¢ilbert and BEllice Islands
today. The islander lives sheltered largely from modern civilization
and ite problems, yet leading a happy and full life, busy in the first
place with the primal interests of his own immediate family groun,
ihe ebternal problems of birth, me +s and Geath, but at the same
time finding a perfectly satisi .d for his energies and ambie
tions in the activities of his v . and island. The wvillage, with
its arts, occupations and social “%c i~ the all important focal
centre of the islander anG, as & conseqguence, cducation there must be
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baged on a sympathetic understariing of village problems and necds,




f2 is only an exitension of willage 1ife and in no wWay
ais rom it- in fact on many islands there is only the oue
village. With few excentions, the native has no interest in
or »roblems beyond the horizon o0f his island, and why sho ld
since he knows that he will never come face to face with Lhem
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We now come to a consideration cf the way in which ecdueation
in the Colony has developed in resvcnse to the needs of the islanders.
I'm afraid there ig no btime for a detailed historical account of the
development of local education thoush it may be necessary to show
in passing the way in which the »nresent system has srowWwn TDe Par-
ticularly during early years native zducation in the two groupns
has been essentially connected wiilh She missions, and has expanded
side by side with the expansiocn of olher mission activities. The
Roman Catholie mission has not cxtended its work to tvhe two south-
ernmost Gilbert Islands or tre Bllice Group bub, apart from this,
both the Protestants and Romer Catholics have a church, and attached
to the church a school, in prachically every village throuzhout the
islands. In the Gilbert islands, with & population of 30,000, there
are 200 of these village schocls. In the Eilice Group, with &, 000
people, there are nine. By law every boy or girl between the ages
of six and sixteen, has to attsnd one of these mission schools. The
teachers in charge have at the same time spiritual duties to per-
torm, the Protestants being invariably the pastors of the local
church while the Roman Catholics have aralogous functions within
their own organisation.

Avart from the village schools the London Missionary Socisty
has two central establishments at Beru and Abaiang respectively
containing boarding schools for boys and girls, and & training
school for pastors. They have also three intermediate schools
where scholars are prepared for the central establishments. The
Romen Catholics have & boarding school for married teachers at
Abemama and a seminary for preparing youths for the priesthool
on Abajiang., They have also several small convents for slier 3irls
and three intermediate boardin; schools for boys, In the Bllice
Group therc is a boarding school for boys at Vaitupu, the Tormsy
=irls' hoarding school at Funaiuti having been viven up several
years afo.

In 1898, only six years after the coming of the government,
secular schools were started on the <ive central i1slands under
the control of the local native sovernments. These schools were a
success but were felt to dupliiadte the work of the aission schools
then commencing in the central CGilverts and the scheme was abandoned.
It was rot until 1913 that bthc :overmment again took a praciical
interest in cducation by votinz the sum of L2756 to mission schools
and printing presses, This s'm was nade 2n annual payment and
inercased to L6500 in 1917, :

A povernment Education Dgraritment i

vas set up in 1920 and a
central school, now known as the Kir : Georse V. school, was siarted
on Tareawa island, concerned primarily wii: the cducation of boys
intended for zovernment appointments, 4 similar boarding estab-
lishment was formed on Vgitupu, in ihe #Zllice Group, assisted by
generous Aifts from the Ellice Islanders, thomselves. There is
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also a covernment day school for boys on Ocean Island Su??OTtGl
by local native funds. A11 three zovernment schools wers until
recently under the control of Buropean Headmasters, but the gilice
Talands school is now staffed entirely by natives. There are VO
oiher schools in the Colony that should be mentioned here- a Romail
Catholic boarding school practically confined to half-caste ¢hild-
ren, in Butaritari in the Gilbert Group, and a small school #OT

European children on Ocean Island.

The teaching given in the villace schools is of course eKtrEmeég
elementary and does notb pretend tc o beyond the lower primary S

ard. The biams throushout is religioas and moral, for the preakdown
in the native social organisation ceaulted in a corresponding collapse
in the traditional system of claracter btraining. Sanctions could 10
lonzer be enforced and the seneral tone of morality declined uﬂﬁ}l

an attempt was made to arrest it by missionary work. The main all

of the schools is to give a good crownding in reading and writing
the vernacular, the ability tc do simple sums in arithmetic and &
xnowledze of the fundamentals of Cnristianity and Christian g1h1CSse
4 certain amount of geography and clementary hygiene is also taugh®

in most schools.

It was long thought by the zovernment that, as stated in the
Anmusl Report of the Colony for 1912, the teaching given by the
missions in village schools, "thoush morally unquestionable, was
doficient in utility". It was felt that it was out of the questiol
for the government to establish its own system of schools in compe~
$ition with the missions, if only for financial reasons, and that the
best way in which the village schools could be improved would be 0¥
improving the teachers themselves. The school teachers in the
Gilsert Islands, with three cxceptions, were all Gilbertcse, Wao
nad heen selected from the pick of the pupils at the various village
schools, and taken to the resident higher training centres, where
they weant through a further three year teacher-training coursc under
Turopean cuidance. The teachers in the Ellice Islands are mostly
Samoans and have received their education at the Malua School in

Samoa .

Some years after the formaticn of the zovernment Education
Denartment it was arranged with the nissions that selected batches
of teachers should be sent each yoar to the King Georsge V School
for further training and since 1920 sernl teachers yearly have I'C-
ceived instruction in teachin : methods, class organisation and use
of syllabus, together with & refresher course in general knowledgee
On completion of their course, “hesc bteachers are nosted to what arec
known as "improved village schools", which are ingpected annually
by the Government Baucation Dgnartment. The zovernment Zives grants
for providing the necessary couinment for all improved village schools
and for the replenishment of writing materials ete., A%t the same time
an annual efficiency grant 1S abGe bo each improved school, as a
result of the annual inspectioris The maximum sum which each school
can obtain is L20, half of the maris beiny awarded on the asscssed
efficiency of the pupils and helf on that of the teacher.

A syllabus has been drawn up by the government, with the co-
operation of the missions, for & unified system of instruction for



cluding Language, by which is meant, in the majority of schools, the
vernacular, though Znglish is included as an opticnal subject Ho

be taught where possible, Arithmetic, Religious Instruction and
Character Training, physical trainingz, hysiene, drawing and hand-
work, nature study and asriculture, singing, history and civies,
and geography. 4 special emphzsis is laid on the development of
vasic morality and physical well-being, while every effort is made
to use such indigenous material as is compatible with Christian
principles. It is recognised that, since the natives' own system
of moral and physical instruction has fallen to pieces through con-
tact with our culture, we are under an obligation to replace it
with one more suited to the changed circumstances of today.

8
use in these improved schools, the subjects now being taught in-
18]
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v

~In general it may be said that the sovernment teacher training
gscheme has, in actual practice, proved a success. Though on finan-
cial and other arounds it has been found necessary to abandon’ the
scheme there are at present 1,200 children, representing 25% of the
school children of the Gilbert Islands, being taught in the new
improved schools under the government trained teachers. according
to the Superintendent of Zducation's reports these schools are well
run and the instruction ziven is efficient and well suited to the
needs of the future villagers. I think I should mention here that
the grounds for abandoning the teacher-training scheme are not en-
tirely financial but are partly due to the Roman Catholic mission
having , for various reasons, withdrawn from the scheme. It was
felt that it was useless to carry on with the project with the co-
operation of the Protestant mission only. At the present iime we are
endeavouring to find a new scheme likely to produce at any rate as
good results as the old, one which will be accepntable to both missions
and at the same time lie within the bounds of finahcial possibility.

Before concluding I would like to touch briefly on a few special
points connected with educational preblems in the Gilbert and Ellice
Groups, as 1t is possible that similer conditions and problems will
be met with elsewhere in the more renote parts of the Pacific. 1In
the first place one must, I think, be continuelly on suard lest the
native in these isolated groups be cducated beyond his nceds and be-
yong all possibility of utilising the knowledge gained while at school.
The child comes from a village environment and to that environment
he mugt return and it is useles=, even & positive source of danger
to himself, to provide him with a fund of ideas and knowledge which
he will have no chance t0 &pply in_his village life. The islander
has, as I bhave endeavoured to chow, only a very selective contact
with modern civilization and tie possibiliuy that the islanders will
ever come into direct contmet with Buropean culture is @o remote as
to be not worth considering. There is no native emigration to places
outside the Colony and no possibility of DBuropeans coming to reside
ingide it, since no European may purchase land or even rent more
than  acres on any one island, Since, then, there is no possibility
of a native having to pit his brains in competition with members of
a h;aher cul ture there is no need to train him to be able to &o so.
It is my experience that those natives who have been trained beyond-
the needs of village life are out of harmony with their onvironment,
and ciscontented and unhappy when, for some reason or other, they are
compelled to reside permanently in .he villages from which they



orizirally came. The syllabus of cducation as taught by theho
missions in the improved village schools is thus suited tc4t-ihout
needes 0f 99% of the Gilbert and ®llice Islanders, since pREOTES
it has been carefully adapted to native needs, mentality and
environments

In these smell atolls there is an almost absolute ah§9n92_g?be_
white collar jobs or indeed of any openings for natives gOniGE = o
yond the primary standard. There are, however, a few poslUIQﬁ;c
the subordinate staff of the Colony government, with the varl?j;al
native governments, with trading firms, and to proceed, as medl
students, to the Cenmtral liedical Sehool in Fiji. To fill these
vacsncies the government founded, in 1922, the King George V »¢
on Tarawa Island. This institution, consisting of from ﬁoﬂto ?9
boarders, is run as far as praciicable on the lines of an English
public school. There are four classes, the attainment of Clas?®
being that of fifth year groups in Zuropean schools. A Vvery f%n%l
type of youth zraduates from this school and one who, wiﬁh'a'llt LC
additional training, is capable of holding the highest p051t10ﬁ8 in
the Mative Covernment. As a rule, however, only sufficient numbersf
are “ained to fill anticipated vacancies and keep a small regerve 0
educated youths for unforescen contingencies.,

The medium of instruction in all schools in the Gilbert Islands,
excent the senior classes of King George V School and the Romain
Catholioc School at Butaritari, is the vernacular, Gilberteése. In
the Tllice Islands all school children are taught in Samoan, except
those at the government school 2% Vaitupu, where the mllice Islgnd
dislect is the medium of instruction. At a very few village schools
Enzlish is taught as a special subject but the instruction is S0
elementary that few children acquire more that the ability to repeat
a few phrases. Here, in these remote islands, the arguments 11
favour of the teaching of English are at their weakest. The reasous
usually advanced are that a knowledge of Bnglish will fgcilitate
intercourse with Europeans and at the same time provide & Koy b0
literatiure., The first argument has little validity in the Gilbert
snd Bllice groups where the native will seldom, if ever, s6¢ &
Buropean other than a member of the limited group who live amoig
them more or less permanently, and among these residents, there arc
very few who are unable to speak the vernacular. Ag to vhe second
arsument, my experience is that a native with a knowledge of English
scldom developes a taste for reading zo00d European literature and
that those few who Go are not thereby assisted to become contented
members of the native society to which they belong. There is,
actually, & fairly good litersture published in Gilbertese and it
would anpear, for the present at any rate, o be more important to
increase and improve the rangc of vernacular literaturs than to
extend the teaching of a new lanzuazt. In the Ellice Islands there
ig more excuse for using Samocn as the medium of instruction, owing
to the absence of a literature in the Ellice Islands dialect.

A point in which the Giltert
Aiffer from most other areas I8 th
to zive any really useful practica ‘nstruction to the native along
the lines of manual or agricul+twral |.raining. 4s a result of
generations of struggle against a hostile and barren environment

AT

nd Bllice Islands possibly
it is surprisingly difficult
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the islander has learnt to take every possible advantaze of the
scanty resources at his command and there is very little that we
can ieach him with rezard to cance building or sailing, fish ing,
house building, cocorut culture, etc., bthat will be an improvement
on the technique he has evolved for himself. The arts and crafts
of daily life are not taught at scheol but are learnt from members
of the family or recognised experts living in the village and ,
case, schocl insiruction in these
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while this continues to be the ,

subjects would largely be a dunlication, -and posgibly an inferior
one, of what the' child will inevitavly learn at home.
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Garly contact with whalers, beachcomuers and traders resulted
in a fair number of half-castes butb, as a general rule, these have
tended to marry into the native community and identify themselves
with native life. At ‘he present time there are only a Iew mixed
bloods who aspire to European status and the vast ma jority of these
are sducated at the Catholic school on Butaritari, where the
educational syllabus is specially adapted to their necds. The lot
of the half-caste who divorces himself from the native community
is a Aifficult one in these islands as, owing to the scarcity of
vocations, he is hard »ut to maintain anythinz like a European
standard of living.

Speaking generally I think I shall not be far wrong in saying
that educational policy in the Gilbert and Zllice Islands has veen
carefully adapted to local needs with a clear recognition of the
problems peculiar to the local environment. The underlying idea
has been not to prevent or hinder culture change, which is recognised
as inevitable, nor yet to hasten the process of transition, but
rather to provide the native with an education which will enable
him to make a successful adaptation %o any changes that may occur
in island conditions and at the same time live a useful and contented
life,
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CLarIes Atherton House

University Campus
Honolulu, Hawaii

Srd. July, 1956,

_Qeaxe&f’ﬂ(aa‘v Mowde |
We arrivea here first thing this morning and were

up at 6a,m, ready to pass the doctor and the immigration
officials., Honolujy was not nearly as pretty as I
thougnt 1t would be g5 we came into the harbour, it

was & very cloudy Torning and the hills were obscurea.
Dr. Keesing and Dr, wjqriee ceme down to meet us ana
did it in the real Hawaiien style which is one of the
biggest "featuresm op Honolulu, and we were duly
decorated with Wreaths of flowers. Later we wexre
essembled on deck With the three other aelegates from
New Zealand and Fijj and photographs were taken, , 1 am
told they wilil appear i, to-morrow's newspaper so I
shall have to try +to get some copies to send home?

The Custom's officigjg were very thorough and we haa to
open every single thing, they were very nise about it
though and did not rumple tne clothes, in fact I was
complemented on my packing! The Universuty is aovout
three miles frem the town, situatea in a hollow with
hills s&around it; +the tlowering shrubs ana trees as we

came 8long were lovely, just as beautiful as they are
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desceribed in books. There is an astonishing mixture oz
nationalities staying in this house, we change places at
table every meal so you never know who you.will fing your-
self sitting by, it is all rather fun and awfully inter-
esting. We have a very.nice room with two large windows
overlooking the campus, two beds with the nicest matitresses
I have ever slept on, two very comfy arm chairs,wicker
with lovely springy cushions, two desks, two large cup-
boards let into the wall and a huge chest of drawers.

The whole building is made of cement and the inside walls
are not even smoothed off but it doesn't look so bad, ana
the floors and staircases are all cement peinted red.

This afternoon when the men were free we went down to see
the Aorangi go out but there was such a crush of tourists
leaving that we couldn't see any of the people we knew,
Everyone wes smothered in wreaths and gquite 75% were
weeping, rather rideulous as most people were only visit-
ors to the island. Afterwards we wvant with Mr, Russell
to try to get tea but discovered that people don't drink
afternoon tea in America so we had milk shakes instead

at a sort of milk bar. In the middle of our drinks we
had the shock of our lives as somebody seemed to be lettiug

off & gun in our viecinity and we began to wonder it we



CLarles .}ltLerlon House

University Campus
Honoluly, Hawaii

were in a second Ghicago but discovered it was only fire=-
works? In the evening we were invited out to dinner by
br, Midkﬁff at his house out of the clty. We had to
drive some way and we passed his house to go to a
marvellous plaece called the Pali, where you get the moét
mervellous view and the wind is so strong you can hardly
stand. I had my first lesson in Americaﬂ.pronounclation,
I asked Dr, Midkiff's small daubhter if she had been
surfing end she looked completely blank, then ‘suddenly
ﬁér faee lighted up and she said "Oh! you mean Eur?rfing".
You'cén imagine the shrieks of laughter from everyoné.

On the way home we were driven to the top of the Punch
Bowl where you get another lovely view but this timé over

the city wnhich wes spread out at our feet like fairyland.

6th.
The 4th was a holiday, being American Independence

Pay, I did odd jobs in the morning while Harry rehearsed
his speech and in the afternoon we went down to Waikiki
beach end watched the surfing, it looks simply marvellous
but I'm efraid it is & bit strenuous for women as I saw
none doing it. Mrs. Meppin, from Aucklend, rang us up
end we went to their hotel for dinner which was mice,

Sshe and Teura, you may remember were on the Niagara with
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us and have been to Alaska for a trip. Yesterday we
gpent the day with them and so did a young man called
Pevis who is rgally English but as he waé born here has
America&.citizensﬁip and has & job here, he was brought

up in England and is rathe£ nice. In the morning we
bathed and after lunch Mr. Davis took us right round the
igdand in his ear, it is about 100 miles and a perféqt
road, wonderful scenery too. We saw acres and acres of
sugar cane on the other side of the island and also
pineapples. This side is very mountainous, such lovely
mountaing too. Altqgether I think we have done & good dea.
in three days! Another thing we saw the first night was
the night flowering cereus, a cactus with the mﬁst wonder-
ful flower, I'll try and get a picture,land they only
bloom at night, it is an enormous blooﬁ, about nine inches
high. Some of the American customs we think very strange,
your side plate i8 put somewhere in front of you and a
funny little kmife like a butter knife is used, then you
hardly ever use & knife, even bacon and eggs they eat
with & fork only. The only part of the whole show I
don't care for is the bathing arrangements. There is one
large room with seven basins round one end of it where

you do all your cleaning of teeth ete. in public, then the




showers, of which there are three, have two little
dressing cubicles on either side of each one witn just a
curtain between, I haven't shared & shower yet but it
wouldn'®t surprise me if I did oﬁe morning!  There is

a row of lavatories on the other side of the room with
just a short partition between them end no baths at all,
You meil & letter and men wear pents not trousers, and
there are heaps of other expressionsllike that that are
different to ours.

We had a very nice trip from Suva, just & week at
sea, we left on a Friday, hed a Friday again ‘the next day
and arrived here early on Saturday. Sports were in full
swing when we 301ned the ship so I entered for most of
them, Harry only entered for’ the less strenuous ones just
in case the others might upset him. T had my second
injection for typhoid the day we left so'I spent the
pipst morning on board in bed but after that was quite
all right. Harry won the Bullboard sgein and was very
nearly first in Ping- pong, I got the deck tennis
singles, ladies doubles and mixed dohbles with my
partners, deck gquoits singles and bull board.  The
Leembruggens, from Ocean Islend were on board, he is

on his way to Famning Islend as Acting D.O. So we



heard all the Ocean Island news, |

We spent the last 11 days of our stay in Suve witn
Macpherson and met many more people while we weré with
him, We had'a lovely trip too with Meec and Dr. Peérce
who is the Senior Medical Ofiicer, we left Suva at .
¥.30 a.m, on the 22hd end drove across the island to a
place called Nenukuloa where we spent the night with
another doetor, Dr. Macnaughton. The drive was
gorgeous, first of all the road winds up into the hills,
Prantically wiﬁaing too, it makes a lot of people car-
sick, through the'densest tropical forest. Later, as
ﬁe approached what they call the dry belt, the forest
dwindled, we came down into valleys where there was rice
and sugar-cane growing and further on bare‘hills. We
passéd e number of picturesque native villages, niwvely
kept, and drove along beside a very pretity stream for g
quite a long way. After tea at the doetor's we went out
in his launceh to see if we eould get some fish for
dinner and actually caught an @nga, about 2ft long.
The next morning, the King's birthday, we drove about
18 miles further on to inspect a hospital end then went
to a big sugar plantation where we had a picnie lunch

with all the white employees, I was the oniy woman there



as apparently the wives only turn up for afternoon Tea.
This efternoon we are going to explore fhe shopping
centre and see what we can see generally. '
With much love from us both,

Your loving,
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