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KAIHGA TAEIAI'IG; EERU

Eveiybody woiild have his house in his own kainga. People would not live

anyhow in the bush but would live in their own kainga. On a visit (pandanus

season, etc.) they might live in the kainga of a relative,

son would set up his house in his father's kainga.

y
A woman would not live in her own kainga but go to her husband's, unless

her father was the head of the kainga and she had no brothers when she would

inherit her father^s kainga and would live there. Her husband would visit

her,

A person called atu-n te kainga, or te ikawai was the eldest descendant in

the male line of the founder. He had the largest share of land and spoke

first in the maneaba,

Kainga members met in the head's living house. Here the stranger was

welcomed.

Descendants on the woman's side could come and live in the kainga if they

wanted to.



KAIMGA BEHJ ISLAED

The first bom vould live on his father's kainga, but if there were many

children some would live in their mother's kainga, or set up their houses

anyv;here.

'"'''̂ t - father's father's kainga
2nd - father's mother's kainga

5rd - mother's father's kainga

4th - mother's mother's kainga

But for a ceremony they would all go to the father's father's kainga.

If the kainga was big enou^ all coiild live on it.

A woman would have her child in her husband's kainga.

In the kainga were small maneaba (4-6 fathoms).

The atu of the Hainga lived on it.



1

•t

KAINGA NTJKA; BERU

Size of houses - Te Kaotirama had 4 houses; some had 5 or 6,

If a kainga vas fall a younger son mi^t go and live in his mother's kainga.

He can then sit in either his father's or his mother's hoti.

A married woman will sit always in her husband's boti. But their child

mm can sit in either his father's or his mother's boti. He will

nearly always sit in his father's, but occasionally visit his mother's.

His mother vdll not sit in her father's or mother's boti uiless her husband

allows or enjoins her.

'••'m
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KAIKGA EER[J ISLAND

At Eriko there vere more kawa than at Nuka,

Most of the kainga and kawa had small maneaba of their own, [These were

built after the Tabontebike maneaba had been burnt down. [There were no

boti in them as they were just meeting houses.

In the old days there were only the two maneaba at Tabiang and Tabontebike.

Eveiything south of Tabiang was Taboiaki. Tabontebike was the Taboiaki

maneaba.

Tabukin Tamoa was only a small maneaba built with spare timbers left over

from the timbers from Tabontebike, and containing spare clans.

At Aoniman Tokiniwae were Keaki, but they had no special kainga. Most

people at Aoniman were late arrivals and irua. They had their maneaba

- Maungatabu - but Tanentoa bximt it when he chased Koura sway. They

lived afterwards without a maneaba.

Another report re Aoniman says that when Maungatabu was burnt by Tanentoa

they built another maneaba at Te Tokini Wae called also Mamgatabun Tamoa.

This fell in a westerly and was burnt by accident by a present villager's

mother some time before the government or mission and none was built

until the present one Rarikini Karawa was built in government times.

No boti are known to have existed in Maungatabu. Ihe present maneaba has to

copy Tabontebike in its boti.
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The Ceremony of Distribution of Food In the Tabon te Bike

Maneaba, Beru Island, performed before His Excellency the

High Commissioner on the occasion of his recenf visif.

A. P re I imi nary,

il) The Gilbertese Maneaba system wa? brought from Samoa by the

refugees who fled after the victory of the inland people led

by the first Malietoa of Samoa. This period is known In

Gilbertese legend as "The breaking of the Great Tree of Samoa",

The leader of the first party of refugees was Matawarebwe (Wide

Eyes), of the clan of Karongoa n Uea IKarongoa of the Kings).

He landed at Tabon te Bike on Beru Island - by the eastern

approach to the present bridge.

Teweia, the grandson of Matawarebwe, built the first maneaba '

in the Gilbert Islands (known as Tabon te Bike), using timber

brought from Samoa. Although later immigrants from Samoa

established two other styles of maneaba building - Tablang and
•(

Maungatabu - the Tabon te Bike maneaba style has spread

throughout the Gilbert Islands, with the exception of Butarlfarl

Makin, and Banaba, and the Tabon te Bike maneaba is recognized

on all islands as the principle maneaba of the Island, while

the maneaba on Beru is considered the parent of all the

Gilbertese maneabas.

(2) Thirty one clans have the right to sitting places In the maneaba
at Tabon te Bike, the principal clans having both duties and

privileges in connection with the maneaba ceremonial. The most
important clan is Karongoa n Uea, who sits in the middle of

northern end of the building. The head of the clan of Karongoa
n Uea Is the Uea (King) of the maneaba, being invariably the

direct descendant of Teweia, the founder of the maneaba. No on#

,1 the head

•• '•'i'lfe'X

<&•
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but the head of the clan of Karongoa n Uea, or the direct

,(. -, r • .\• represen tat i ve of His Majesty the King of England las the

over-lord of Teweia's descendants and therefore titular head

». • '»'sJy

ivw.* : ^

', ' ' Vi>: •' .

of the clan) has the right to sit on the At! n Toka (The Stone

of Chiefs) in the maneaba* Should any other person do if,

even by accldant, he would be mara i a (accursed) from that day

onwards and could have no further luck in any sphere of

activity. This stone, the ati n toi^a, was the throne of

Tanentoa, the son of Teweia, who freed the island from the rule

of the tyrant ICoura and became the national hero of the Southern

Gilbertese.

(3) At a ceremonial distribution of food, such as took place on

the occasion ot His Excellency's visit, the head of the clan

of k.arongoa n Uea, or the representative ot his over-lord, is

seated on the ati n toka throughout the distribution. As the
, •• ,y/'^• .

ceremony had necessarily to be abbreviated, the following

description Is of a full distribution such as would take place

in the Tabon te Bike mancaba itself#

fj; r, V B. The Ceremony.

(4) The clan of Te Bakoa (the Shark), who are the descendants of the

pre Gilbertese autochthons of the island and the largest clan

In the maneaba, have the right of deciding when a ceremonial

distribution shall be held. Te Bakoa informs the two clans of

Nei Abinoa and Te Wiwi (the hereditary heralds and messengers

of the maneaba) The number of 1nai (coconut floor mats for the

maneaba) and the Niki ra (the amount of food each clan must bring'
is also decided by Te Bakoa.

(5) Te WIwi then blows a conch to summon the people to hear the

decision. The head of the clan of Rautetia arrives first and

asks what the conch Is being blown for. Te Wiwi replies that

it is tor the Ni ki ra and that each clan is to bring to much of
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each type of food. Rautetia departs and tells each clan what

to bring. He then goes to the head of the clan of Uma n

Taburlmal and Informs him the date and time when the Uea Is

to come to the maneaba. Uma n Taburlmal tells the Uea himself

(6) Before the ceremony the people lay the Inal mats and then watch

V arrival of the principal clans, Karongoa n Uea, te

.••••Ml

T ;• Bakoa n Uea, and te Wlwl, When these clans arrive they enter

the maneaba from the north and proceed to their botI (hereditary

clan sitting places). The rest of the people then follow and

sit In their respective botI, silence being preserved.

V

(7) When all are seated the head of the clan of Nel Ablnoa arrives

and the ceremony proceeds as fol lows - .. ;
•"A"'*-'

Nel Ablnoa - "Are all the people present?" ' '"f:
J.. ,•

Te Wlwl - "They are all here". ''i* >

Nel Ablnoa - "Is the 'Nlklra' ready?"

itj wf TeWlwl - "Yes, It Is ready."

Each clan then places Its nlklra in front of Its sitting place.

(8) As the Uea approaches Te Wlwl calls to him to enter the maneaba.

When he has seated himself on the atl n toka a girl from the

clan of Te Katanrake comes forward and places a necklace of

flowers round his neck and anoints him with oil. The reason

for this privilege Is that Te Katanrake was Tanentoa's tInaba

Ic Ias 51f1catory daughter In law) and therefore the correct

person according to Gllbertese custom to anoint, garland, and

generally minister to his needs.

(9) A girl from the clan of Nel Atl then comes and unties the wreath

and takes It, together with the nlklra of Karongoa n Uea, (Of

recent years , Instead of taking the wreath she crowns the Uea
with her own wreath and receives a present for her service).

The clan of Nel Atl Is entitled to this privilege owing fo their
descent from Telnal's daughter In law and therefore his tlnaba
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"c^Teinal's son was Il legitimate he had no other share In the ;
,*.r.

* V iV.'- - V »•; food#

I 10) The heads ot the clans of Ababou and Balcarawa then compare the
,' • V '•V-' .

['|;vA 'Vv^-
Karongoa and Te WIwI, Although each clan prepares quantities ot

i?. -;^V' food, Ababou and Bakarawa choose only the finest of each class

i.> " (V'i ot food tor comparison, the rest being merely counted- The
f''v

, -V . • ; . .•

' . • food chosen tor comparison Is held up by Ababou end Bakarawa
t.'- . . .
I. <V' ^nd carefully compared in the middle ot the meneaba, while the

•r people clap three times and cry "o - o - o" at the losing clan

various n i kIra brought by the clans, commencing with that ot

' -.v. •

n I k l ra«

to shame the members# Each pair ot clans then exchange the

food that was chosen tor comparison, retaining the rest ot the

!' :

U •

P'-

(11) The ,^emainder ot the nikIra is then divided out among the clans
by Ababou and Bakarawa, the division bel^n made In strict

X-."

accordance with certain complicated rules. After this sharing

out the remnant ot food, known as the mange,Is kept by Ababou

and Bakarawa. The remnant Is, in actual practice, usually

found to be larger than the share ot any other clan. Ababou

and Bakarawa have the right ot dividing the food because, being

strangers, they would otherwise not be entitled to any share In

JLULLEJL* (Ababou was from the Northern GllberJs while

Bakarawa was the leader ot a migration from Samoa made after the

clan ceremonial on Beru 'had become stabilized). The Uea,

although he receives every honour that can be given bim, as

befits his exalted and semi-sacred rank, comes oft worst In the

final distribution of food and may get left with nothing but a

single coconut and a small ball of "karababa" (grated coconut

mixdd with desiccated pandanus and water).

(12) After the division of the nIkIra the food Is eaten by all. The

King then gets up from the a11 n toka. leaves the maneaba, and

the ceremony Is at an end.
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Enclosure I.

List of Hat Patterns presented by Autiilcia Village.

1. Te Maukinikini.

E. Te Bai-ni-Beru.

3. Te Eabtire te Aina,

4. Te Kanoa-ni-mata uoua

5. Te Bau-n-tai.

6, Te Baure-n-nangkoto.

7. Te Kab.vebv^e.

8* Te Kauni-man,

9. Te Itoi ba-ni.

10. Te Kanoa-ni-raata,

11. Te Kaburebangaki.

12. Te Itua-n-rereba,

13. Te Bureinawa.

14. Te Butae-ni-Kitoko.

15. Te Itoi.

16. Te Kabo.

17. Te Kaeinako.

18. Te Kaei-Haka.

19. Te I-Mone.

20. Te TJba-ni-moa-aine,

Hotes.

(a), iil the above, with the ojoception of No.lG, are used for

"Kie" or Sleeping Mats*

(b). Hos, 3* 10, 11 and 17 wore also cffliuaonly used for "Kouti"
I

or the mats formerly worn by women when vfolking abroad,

(c)* No.16 is used for "Ngabin^bi" or mats for scraping nuts.

(d). No,2 is the ordinary pattern for Sleeping Mats.



EnclostJ.re II.

Liot of ii'iGliing Axjpliancos prcocntGd by Acniman Village.

Name. Description.

1. Te Hicna-ni-Iribe. A round Scoop Net.

2. Te Ricna-n-uraT-aralca, An oral Scoop Net,

3. Te XJ, A long Eel Trap.

4. Te Banga, A fiah trap similar to "Te U" but without

the inside compartments.

5. Te Banga~n~aine. A round Fish Trap.

6. Te Binobino-n-ai-onanti. A Coconut ahell float ^.•srith fishing

line attached.

7. Te Kai-ni—.iata lea, A sticlc with noose attached - for catching

eels.

I

7,



Enclosure III.

List of Goolring Appliancos presented bj bulca-n-to-v/a Tillage.

Hame.

1. Te Ivaibaro,

2. Te Kumete.

3. Te Peka,

4. Te iCairiki.

5. Te Piitika.

6. Te "^inobino.

7. Te Man^o.

8. Te Mamta.

9. Te Kai-ni-MOi

10, Te Karibai,

11. Te Hia,

Description,

A Pandanus Safe for containing food,

Ivlodel of a mixing trougb.

Model of a Pandanus fruit grater.

Model of a Coconut grater.

Model of a shell Icnife on a long handle, used

for cutting dovai Pandanus fruit from the branches

of trees. The knife alone is called "Te Kar;ete".

A Coconut shell bottle. /hen used for collecting

Toddy it is knofm as "Te Ibu".

A Coconut shell drinking cup.

A Coconut shell strainer.

,A Coconut shell joined to a short handle, used as

a ladle.

Coconut shell tongs for handling hot objects,

A wodden spoon made from "Te Mgea" wood.



Snclosiire IT.

List of Clan Canoe Grcste presented 'by Teteirio Village,

of Crest.

1, Te mata ana.

2, Te man-n XFei Ati.

3, Te aiaro Tab^rarilri.

4, Te 'bou rotia,

5, Te boil ten.ana.

6, Kaitara,

7, Te bou-n Tamoa,

8, Te man-ni Kaburara,

9, Te bou-ni Karongoa ni koana,

10. Te mnn-ni I'aetoa,

11. Te mbembe,

12. Te nlmta-rmwa.

IXame of or.Tiing

Or

Te ICaotir£V?'o..

ITei Atl.

Tabrari">ri,

Fina-n Tabrrimai ae maia"k;i and

Birimo.

TJma-n Tabiirtmai ae maiang,

''<'eaki and te Tokinirrae,

Te Ang-n-anti.

XJabitrara.

Karongoa.

XXaetoa clan on &iotoa Island*

Kanunaetoa.

BennoJcnra.

IXotos.

(a). IXo.l shonld be flora by Birliao bnt Te JCaotirawa are using

it at present and Birl^oo are flying Ho,4 - "Te bon. uoua".

The Clans of Birimo and Te Kaotira\7a are descended froin

brothers.

(b), Noa.4 and 5 are inclvdod with Ho.9 nnder tho term "Bou

ni Karongoa" and are flowi by offshoots of the Karongoa

Clan.

(c). Wo.10 is flown incorrectly on Bern Island by the family

of Teitiba and also the clan of Tabulcaokao, But it

strictly belonos only to the Haetoa elan on Onotoa ij^sland.



Eiicl'jsure V.

Liat of Lance ClotMri:^ prooontnd by leriko V"illo.c:e.

ITB..10 .

1, Te IT1Icatanc.

2, To taona-n riri.

3, Biire-n ao-ni bae.

4. Te Mana\7a or

Te ^-are-ni -banitan.

5. To nta.

6. Te "biinnri*

Te Anibal»

8, Te Aonibai,

9, Te Hiiota,

10, Te "Be,

11, Te Jiiri,

12, Te Kfttou.

Deocriptio::,

A neckl:',cG made of the flat onda of big

. shells, threaded '.vith v/halo'o teeth on a

rope of V,'omen's hair. • Torn by either sex.

A woman's belt, i.^ado of "!Djire" shells

threaded on a Pandanns mo,t belt.

Armlets - v/orn by either sex tied round

their urii;.:,

A noo'claco of porpoise teeth and shells

threaded on hv.mon i'air. '.Vjrn by either ao:c,

A yello v ah.cll neohl'ice worn v/ith "te biinna".

A th.iclc necklace of threaded Inruan hair.

"Vom by either sex bnt the woman's "bimna"'

have a small sliell pendant attached,

Cowrie shells threaded on coconnt and'

pandanne string and worn from o'/er each

shoulder to imder the opposite arm, '<'orn

by eif'^or sex.

Similar to 'hUiibai'' but shorter and worn

around each upper arm, Vorn by either sox,

A belt of plaited Inmian hair. The larger

type is worm by men.

A pandanus mat worn by men,

A coconut leaf skirt worn by women. The

black type presented is known as "Te Ulroro",

Goconut shell out into round discs and

threaded through the micdle to iTiake a belt.

^Tom by either sex.



Enclosure ""n.

List of Teapons and Arisior-r presented "b^r Taboiaki Tillage.

1, 7e I'lamnn.

2r Te Tauiiiangaria,

3. Te le.

4, Te Taxiga,

A sharp i^ointed oliait of coconut v/ood,

A sharp pointed shaft of coconut fsrood with

two trifient-li!re prongs.

A sharp pointed shaft of oocon-ut wood with

ss^'^cral side pronps,

A sii.it of coconut string ainotir.

Game proseoted by ITutra-u-te-wa Tillage.

56 pandanuo sticks Icno.m as "Te Kai-ni~katel)e"

Pour g.Xia.B are pla^o3d • ith these sticks:-

(oJ . Te Katehe.

(b). Te Tatolca,

(o). Te Ira,

(d). Te Caiti.
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