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Abstract
Australia has a long and ambivalent history with Asia. With an increasing visibility of the
social and political presence of ‘Asia’ in Australia, the growing importance of the Asian region
to Australia’s economy, and a transnational mobility of people and cultures across the globe,
it becomes more relevant than ever to re-examine how a concept of Asian Australian identity
and belonging might be understood in contemporary Australia. This thesis pursues this
central question through the examination of a selection of recent Australian literary texts by
writers of East and Southeast Asian-descent. In particular, the thesis maps shifting
representations of Asian-Australian identity in these texts through increasingly expansive
spatial categories – from the individual body, to the domestic home, to the ethnic ‘ghetto’,
to the suburb, and finally to the global world – as their protagonists engage with normative
ideas of ethnicity, gender, class and sexuality within Australian society. In different ways, the
nine literary works considered in this thesis address the process of marking out a space of
belonging in a contemporary culture that still places constant pressure on non-AngloAustralian notions of identity. Ultimately, each of these works rejects any singular or
definitive concept of ‘Asian’ experience or identity in Australia, in favour of a more complex
and flexible understanding that identity and belonging are concepts that are always subject
to border-crossing. Above all, these works not only challenge conventional understandings
of what it means to be ‘Asian’ in contemporary Australia, but also challenge conventional
understandings of what it means to be ‘Australian’.

Ramlan iv
Statement of Authorship
I certify that this work contains no material which has been accepted for the award of any
other degree or diploma in my name, in any university or other tertiary institution and, to the
best of my knowledge and belief, contains no material previously published or written by
another person, except where due reference has been made in the text. In addition, I certify
that no part of this work will, in the future, be used in a submission in my name, for any
other degree or diploma in any university or other tertiary institution without the prior
approval of the University of Adelaide and where applicable, any partner institution
responsible for the joint-award of this degree.
I give consent to this copy of my thesis, when deposited in the University Library, being
made available for loan and photocopying, subject to the provisions of the Copyright Act
1968.
I also give permission for the digital version of my thesis to be made available to the web,
via the University’s digital research repository, the Library Search and also through web
engines, unless permission has been granted by the University to restrict access for a period
of time.

Wan Nur Madiha binti Ramlan
June 2016

Ramlan v
Acknowledgments
In the name of God the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
The realisation of this thesis would not have been possible without the guidance of
my supervisors Professor Amanda Nettelbeck, Dr. Philip Butterss, Dr. Dianne Schwerdt,
and Dr. Susan Hosking. Their unyielding encouragement and patience have helped me
overcome trying times during my candidature. I would also like to express my utmost
gratitude to my parents and my siblings for the unwavering love, support and wisdom they
have provided me in all of my successes and all of my failures. Professor Nicholas Jose, to
whom I would like to thank for the advice he has given me on my research project. I would
also like to take this opportunity to thank my editor Miranda Roccisano for the amazing
work she has done on my thesis.
I am also indebted to the staff at the School of Humanities, for all the help they have
given to me. My utmost gratitude to my sponsor, The Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia,
for giving me the opportunity to pursue my studies in Australia. Special thanks to my friends
Sera, Amir, Nash, Tikah, Sofia, Tahmina, Fizza Sabir, Rehnuma, Nuzhat, Mazna, and Rishi.
These people have become my personal group of cheerleaders and critics over the years.
Also, appreciations to Lynette, Kezia and Reg for making Napier 527 a warm and inviting
second home.
I would like to dedicate this thesis in memory of my dear friend Fizza Wazir. During
the brief period I had known Fizza, she was a constant emotional support for me as I adapted
to my new surroundings in Australia. Without her infectious personality and amazing
company, life in Adelaide would not have been as wonderful as I remember. It would not
have been possible for me to complete my thesis without the people I have mentioned above.
They have all, in different ways, left impressions of themselves on me and I can never thank
them enough for what they have done.

