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1t was afte™ T pemes znd dark vilen I knocked on the front door of
the house. AV1 the Wooden shutters slong %he front verandah wWere
cloged down, though T noted that there was'e light at the back-of the

houses« I heard the noise oFf slippered feel within zad gome ﬁetallic‘
end other noisesshich I could not identify behind the doore It was
suddenly $hrownm open %o .revesl a'litile Huropean.man, holding a
single-barrel 12-bore sghotgun; I noted that the hammer was cocked and
hig forefinger ominopsly curled round the trigger; the pun was poimbed
siraight at my stomach. 0 ' ;
"ha's ‘there 2" he thundred in a voice with & sfrong Glaswegian
accent. : g :

Nonplussed, indeed unnerved, ai this somewhat strange and utterly
unexpected welcome, if such indeed it can be so described, I was
momentarily speechless; whereupon the little man spoke once more in
tones in which anger, apbrehension and tension seemed to be egually

nizedsz— ; .
"Whee the de'iliare ye, and whit y're daein' here the noo 2" 4
- + - + + + '

It was the height of the sezson of the strong westerly geles, and,
although the last one khad just subsided, it had been a most :
unconforteble journey in bthe Government yacht heoading scudhwards from
Terewa and bound for Punafuti. in the Ellice' Islands. The strong
westerlies, in conflict with the easterly current, had caused arough
and confused mea which had not yot subsided. The g¥acht had been z
YOrying her bows in it, and rolling heavily at the sape time, thus
giving rise to a most unpleasant ¢orikgcrew motion. The slightesty
degree of rest or rvelaxstion was quite impqssibie, and literall& all
one could @o.was to git in the 19unge and hold on to one's seat. or the
table with both handse &

After passing the island of Keizna, ‘the yachi's diegel engine hagd
broken down, as a result of which the master decided to head for the
next island to the southwards, fbemama (2lmost on ther mivator), Pfind
some kind of anchorage there if possible (though it was unsafe 4o :
enter the passage into the lagoon after dark), end endeavour to- effoct
repalrs to the engine before proceeding .on our way. In the sea
condivions preveiling, the chance of getling any sleep was out of the
questions Purther, it seemed to me as though it would be & long while
before I would be able to vigit: Abémama. (ih fact I never did mo
again), =nd there were what seemed to me to be two good reasons why
I was keen to do =o now. '

4e were unable to locate eny holding pround for a while but e
Tinally succeceded in finding a tentative anchorage about 6430 Dem.
Sy then I had packed a bag with gufficient kit to ensble me 4o spend
the night ashore,; plus a bottle of whisky. I managed 1o get ashore in
the =hip's dinghy,; though not without o wetting.Stopping on the beach
Just lon. emough to swajlow a ganerous tol of the whisky, I set off up
the narrow track 4o where T knew the village was located. Though the
sea conditions had been veigterous enough, the weather ashore ghowed
the tropics at theip begt; the wind had droppsd to a gentle #ePhyr, the
vemberature was a beguiling warnth, 2ud the 8ky was like 5 eloai st
black velvet om which gient had enused himgelf by throwing a few

hendfuls of stars uwon ite

I inew %het the houge of“ihe man ¥ wished to meet = ny f£irst reason
or Visiting A\bemsme ~ was near the villaze and 'so it proveds for,
ver walEing For some twenty minutes during which I met o pne, I

X
reached the house %6 be accorded the recepbtion I have already described.
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: It was tHe.residence of one George FoGhee Furdoch,. the most Famous :

old-timer in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony. He haf spent over
fifty years in the Colony and I''hopedthat he might, despite hig,

odd welcome, be willing.to reminisce and ‘that I could learn
something from hig vest fund of local knowledge znd veny varied .
experignces. . )

After I had identified myself ag the recently gppointed Cadet
Gfficer ito the Colony Service, and declared myself to e a fellow
Scotb even though I could not mateh his accent, he called me closer
and for whet seemod an age thoroughly scrutinized me from top to toes.
Heanwhile I din tuirn was able to iznspect him. He was & little man, =
though of wiry physigue, with sandy hair turning largely greye. He had
e. somewhet prominent nose and & small bristling moustachey above
which were set pale blue eyes below bushy eyebrows. He gove an
impresgion of  firmness and competence, though he was clearly worried
&t my unexpected vigit for reasons which I could no then conjecture.

However, after hig meticulous inspection and greatly do'my religf,
he lowered and unlda&ﬁ&ﬂhis gun (the metallic sotnd which 1 had hezrd |
earlier was him loading the gun) and slung it by its sirep on the |
back of the door (which '@ccounted £or the other sounds'I had heard
before the door was opened). He finally murmured "Y're nac him" — &
remark the significance of which I 4did not undersiand until later that
evening - and cautiously invited me Ho enter the house. ‘

I apologized for czlling upon him ot such an impogsible houy, at
the gsame time explaining the misfortunes ith which we: had met thus
far in oup trovels. With the help of the bottle of whigky, however,
his tension sFowly relaxed, and I wes able to persuade him %o $6ll me
something of his life and experiences during the past fifty yearss
of which the following are the highlights, Born at Greenoclk in 1857,
he was @ siekly child who developed serious Iung trouble just before
atbaining his teens. At the early age of tuelvey 4% was felt that a
long sea veoyage might o him good, so in 1870 he managed to get
employment as o captainls boy on = bargue seiling for Hew Sealand.
Arrived there however, he degerted the ship in Auckland. e spent
some months. there but I could mot persusde him to talk about its
However, in 1871, he found & Job as 2 captain's boy in & bargquentine
irading up Yo ‘the Marshzll ond Gilbert Islands. In ithe latter Group,
on the island of Maiana, he was befriended by 2 Yorkshireman, uho
traded there, and who took him into his own house, dosed him heavily
with sharks! liver oil wuntil hig lung trouble ¥anished, and taught
him the elements of trading and book-iceaping, At twenty he marrvied
e Falana gipl (he was thrice married), and ot twenty—five he set up
business on his own account, but fired with smbitions to do even
better: He therefore approached Tem Dinoka, the absolute menarch of
the three adjacent Gilbert Islands of Abemamé, Kuria and Avanula.
Hitherto Tom Jinoka had fought shy of ell Buropeans, whom he feared -
1ot without some Juatification - were either merely cencerned to
report him %o visiting warships for his cruel, murderous and despotic
ways, or te amiphon off for themselves the rich profits from his Slave=
Tun copra estates on the three dglands. Murdoch was, however, much too
shrewd %0 ddopt the ugual Buropean approach. Instcad, he becaome in
effect the factor for Tem Binoks, organizing his estates and treding
ang shipping activities — and earning a fair conmission thereon -
whilst et the same time acting as agent in all motters between the
monareh and visiting-w rshipsy whelers, traderz and othars. But, though
e met Robert Louis Stevenson during the latterts wisit 1o Abemang
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in 1609, ilere mugt obviougly heve Deen some clash 6f personelities
210C8 Kurdoch refuged.to digouss their neetings I 22, he sapiled to
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2 .in 2 ship whieh had vigited the islands and recruited

e labour for service in thal country, gnd 8id not Teturn %o
¥t Islandg for two or three years. Following on the
hment of the British Proiectorzie over the islands in 1892,
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% the service of Tem Dinoka ond joimed the Covernment Service
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ingbrumenial in: iniroducing throughouts the iglands-a’system of native
administration and native courts which, renarkably, endured for some
five decades. e rose steadily in the Service throughout the yea

0 become =@ Digirict Officer on a2 very modest stipend, and the climax
of his ocarveer came in 1912 whenh he occupied for 2 year the post of
Resldent Commissioner — thus rising from being o sickly end peniless
waif on the streets of Auckland at the age of fourteen to becoming,
even if only temporarily, the head of the Colony Adminisiration

at the age of fifty-five years, which scemed to him the ultimate

i

pinnacle of success. ;
Would that there was time and space for me to record here thé.

numerous anecdotes =nd ven porirzaits of Government officicla, V
officers, missionaries, traders, Gilbertese leaders and others drawn
from his half century of service and which he %old me that night;
they would amply suffice to fill 2 book in themselves, whereas my
present task muet now be to tell a story. And, if the firgh paxt is
%o sKetch a pen portrait of (eorge MclGhee Hurdoch, the second part

is bosed on his outline account of the most notorious crime over
associated with those islands, in which he pleyed a modest part and
whioch provides the title Tor this story. Indeed, my cecond reason for
wishing to visit the igland of Abemama was not meredy to meot Goorge
lurdoeh but %o learn from him all I could of this amesing crime.

The bottle of whisky wom almogt empty and the night was far gpent
before we finally sought our beds. -

On my veturn 1o the yacht the following morning, and for several
deys thereafter; I spent much tinegyon that vessel, which continued to.
behave like a bucking tronco, in efdeavouring 'te record azs much of
the story as T could remember, though fortunately I wes lafer gble
to undertalte some rescarch whioh ensbled me to £i1l in maay of the
detailsg. Buty alds, it wWas never possible for pe to check any of %he
etory with George Iurdoch who gied quietly on the islend of Kuria
on the 15%h Beptember, 1936 - the year following my visite

- + + + + + +
ind ‘w0 %o the slory of "The lsagt Pirate 7.

On the 24th Janwary, 1908, 4wo schooners lay at =nchor in Abemama
lagoon < ¥he suxiliaiy scbioones "Laurel®, whose master was one
Freder;ék Fe Kalcolm and twhose engineer wos one Thomas Fredericic Dunn,
end which wag engsged in trodin. betwesn Piji and the iglandsj and
{he tlouige J, Kenny' of 150 tong, whope master was.Lsasc Handley
Liverpudlisn, who wes cruelly murdered by the Japanese in Taraus in
2) 5 #0d whose SuDercargo, in charge of all the trade goods and
currency on bosrd the vessel was one Henry Lionel Bradshaws

&% 3bout 9 s.m. Capbein Malcolm noticed from his cabin door ' . &
the Tho masts of » fore-and-aft schooner but with #o sails set3 the
vessel_was on the weather side of the igland, and he at once concluded
| that she was either stranded, or snchored to save herself from
| GRLLVIRG ON Yo the reef or ashores Accordimgly, he ordered the "Laurel s

Lzunch %o be lowsred and he end the engineer started for the scene.

E@eie they found & fine American built tywo-masted schoones ot zZbott

1% OIS

A

S5rd and fast on the weather reef.
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At ebout the same. bifieyy Braddhow, who had been up the rigsing of

the Mlouige J. Kenmy"; had eleo noticed a vesgel "rocking on the

outsitie reeft, snd perguaded his ceptain $o lower a boat and proceed

to investigete. He also moted that the Mlourells" launch was on its

wey Go, investigaie. ihen they neared the vessel, they saw thei she

wet hard and fagl on the weefi she lay on'heristarboard side on fthe: " .
reef with her bilge stove.in, her falge Keel gone @nd her rudfer and
iransom carried away. A'roughly rigsed-up yard was crossed on the
foremast., But the strong north-easterly winds then prevailing made it
seem likely that the vessel would. be driven even furiber on %o the

reef and uwliimdtely become & total wredi.

" Dunn ‘wal the. Tirst to reach the stranded schooner which was sa far
up on-the reef that he wgs able to wade out 1o her. His captain
méeanvhile waited in the launch. frrived at the schooner, Dunn was met
by @ men who lowered a rope over the side and houled him aboards The

- menwdisked Dunn whait he thought of theipozition as regards the ship
'.gnd_when Dunn ssked him how she came 4o be on the reef the man reolied
cthet "the ship was in gtays and, coming around, had missed gtays and

went on the reefm. Dunn then asked who the cavtain was and the man gaidl
that, he was and, on enguwiring further as to the crew, the men poinied
to another younger man on deck and said thet there only the two.of them.
Heiadded thait they had comeé from Valparaigo, which had taken them 19 '
days. (As the digtance is some 7,000 odd miles, tlhis was & rPidiculous
assertion). He said that they were bound for Teniti.

<. The man then enguired what $s5land they were on zand the name of the
Groups lie said that he intended hoving the wvessel registered in Tahiti
and trading there. When asked if the vessel was registered at
Valparziso, he said ™o%; and when aslkoed for the olearance papers from
Valpareiso said that they had none. In reply to a further guestion, he
said tliat e had no flag put "supposed That a man could fly his own
flag'. When asked by Bunn the name of the vessel, the man ssid that i+
had no name. He added that he Mzd bought the schooner in Valparaiso.
dhilst Dunn was quegtioning the man, Captain Handley came aboards Dunn
then went dnto the hold.and examined the deck galley and other parts

~ of the ghip. There was no cargo on board, -though he observed ppeoes of

charcoal floating about in the hold. He also observed the whoel Gar
with the nome "Valparaiso™ on it. He noted that the two men alyweys kept
topether and that their demeanour towards each other eppeared very .
friendly; nevertheless the younger man always had very litile to maoy
and. the talking was done mostly by the elder man. Junn offerad to
render any .assistance necessary but the man did not think it was worth
while %rying to get the schooner off the reef as she was stove in. Dhnn
theg left the ship and returned %o the lazunch and reported to his
captaine -

Bradshaw arrived on hoard Juegt after wmnn's departure; and -Gaptain
Handley took him aside, saying "This scems a Pighy business". Lradshow
spoke with both men, but said that the older man did.most of the
talking, and the other only spoice when asked leading questiens 1~ the
older men. The latter geid that they had come from Valparaiso and hag
intended going to San Francisco; they then changed their minds ang
decided %o go 10 Tahiti; hut, changiﬁg their minde again, They dooided
to go to Brisbane where they hoped to get a cargoe. The older men ,saig
that he had not been to dustralia before but thet the younger _an had;
the latter when asked vhere he hag been before replied "Bombay",

The ol@er-man said thet he owned the Vessel though his companion had =
share in i%) & man in Valparaiso had lent him the money +to buy the
vessely but he could not recall the man"s names When asked what they
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nayvigated by the mon.Zeplied That they had o chart. The chiart, a foldin
one, was later produced =t the trial, and Bradshay identified it since
the' man stated that the chart was supposed to show the weather, yét
they had'met with 2 gale which wes 1ot mzarked on' the ehart. Whilst on
bozrd, the man gave Bradshaw a cigaretite with_the name "Gallaq" on i
which the latter thought was somewhat odd as the men claimed that they
had come from Velparaiso. The men stated that they had left Valbareiso
in October, that his name was Taylor and thet he came from lanchester;
the other man was Jackson, a Loudon CGockiney. Hhen Bradshaw aslked 1o see
the ship's papers, the man evaded the question ang no papers were
produced. He also said that he had no clearance. ¥or navigation, he .
seid that he used t+he sextant but it was "so loose thet he could only
get one position on it" and he had no chronemeter. He said that they
bad been .caught in & gale when 2 sail was partly carried awey. However,
ingtead of "letting the ropes g0, they tooi:a hatchet and. chopped avay
the sail'. Bradghaw then exemined the decks end the hold, ihe latter
being awash with maler with peices of. coke floabtihg in if. Before
leaving the ship, he wen¥'wound her and saw the name "White Rosa™
on the stern. The ship wag painted a Mdirty whitben,

A% the subsequent trial, Bradshaw deposed that the MLouise.J.
Kenny" had been trading in the Gilbert Group for, shout 'six monthe and
that he had on board in the safe zbout £800 in coin and currency
notes.

That evening Dunn, in company with the mate of the "Laurel", one
Burns, againi visited the stricken ship at hig cantain's request in.
order to invite Teylor and Jackson to breakfast aboard hig ghip. Burns
asked Taylor how he monaged to navigate znd whether he had a sextant.
faylor replied that he did possess = sextant bubt he thought it was
broken as he "could newer get it to register more than 117°%. Burns
also agked Taylor if he had a'chronometer. Taylor sgaid that they had
not, but they “had an 8-dey clock "which was just as good".

Sradshaw agein vigited the ship that evening, but found that Taylor
and Jackgon had gone ashore, where board and lodging had been prowided
for them by the local native government suthorities. As the tide wag
ouly Bradshaw wallked round the vesgel and saw the name "White Roge!
pa@nted on the stern, butl nowhere else on the Vessel.But it was also
Palnted on the dinghy where it looked as though the original name of
the vessel had been painted over. bradshaw then vieited the villege
vhere Taylor asked him if he would buy the vessel, but Bradshaw
refgsed. Fresged further by Taylor to buy items such as anchors,
cha}ns, etbCay OFF the Vessel, Bradshaw again refused. The native
@aglsﬁrate asked Dradshaw if he would teke Taylor and Jackson 4o Daraws
in the "Louise J. Kenny". Bradshaw said that they were not going
dirgct to Tarawa, but via the island of Tabiteuea, but that, if *the
native megistrate was prepared to pay the exira pPassage money, he
would, take them, and this was agreeds :

4% breakfast next morning on the "Laurel", Captain Malcolm agkea
the two men their nemes and was told that, the older one was John Taylorp
of Manchester and the younger one (G. Jackson of Londons Taylor said
thot he was 24 and Jackson was 19s Taylor reiterated that they weve
bound for Tahiti, but Captain Malecclm was sure that théy were in
complete ignorance of their whereshbouts, not even knowing the Group
they were in. Gaptain Malcoln then remarked that their vessel had no
rame peinted on her, to whiclh Taylor replied veny hesitantly "We were
going t? call her "ihite Rose"; she used to be called "Pulche" of
ValpareisoMs He added that they had left Valparaiso on the 10%h October
enc vhat  he had bought the vessel from a v, Usshiley there. Caplein
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Valcolm then said %that he presumed vhabt they had a shipls refister,
but Taylor gaid thot the late owaerihad refused to part with it.
Carbain Maleoln Finslly-asked if they had & clearsace frofm Valperaiso,
but Taylor rewlied that tiey had mots, After breakfapt, Peylor ssked
if he and his companion mightwrite some letters, and this regbest
Was. readily agreed. tos Afterwards Taylor asked ithe capiaim to give
en pessaged to Fiji dn the “Leurel, butsihe laiter was unwilling
accgde 1o .this reguest /Toylor and Jacikson then lefi the "Laurel™,

which seiled fors ®iji at 10 a.m;;bn-the'29th;Januaxyg

During the next few deys; sailsy running gealy anchors; cheing angd
other gimilar movesble items were taken ashore, listed, and placed
in & Government store by the nabive magzistrate for safe keeping.
Teylor's effects, whichiwere contained in afséé~chesta_a bex BEf boolig
and documents, and several bags i, wore then collected in his prescnce
and ‘teken.off the wreck; those, together with certain o6ther ifems
which Tater formed important exhibits at_thq_trial, ViZe & guﬁ, threea
‘Dieces of canvag eut from-the Squaresaily, mainszil an@ the jib, the
sternboard and the wheel ocap were all shipped abpoard fhe "Louise J.
Eenny"  before her departure from idbemama oh the'6th Febrlary. The
vesgel carried Taylor and Jackson Bz disiressed British seamens Tt
reached the islend of Tebiteuea four or five duys later,and spent
some days ‘trading there. ™

The only Zuropcans on board the schiconer Wwere tha captain, the
supercargo and the steward. In addition, there were z small aumber of
native labourers. As already mentioned, the. supercargo was ecarrying |
somg £800 on board at that stage for irading purposes. Taylor
discovered thet a large sum wag held on board, possibly throungh one of |
the natives, and told Jackson that, if he could get hold of +he
captain's revolver; he planned to seize the schooner. It hag al¥eady
been mentioned ‘thet Taylor kept Jackson under olose obgervation, snd
almogt always within earshot, at =11 times, and tint ‘he almost eglways
spoke on. their joint behalf. Jackson, however, unbeknownst to anyone
elge, and possessed of imowledge of the mogt apnalling happenings
which had.taken place earlier on the "White Rose", was in e cohstont
state of terror, Taylor heving sirsady told him bluntly that, if he
digselosed such knowledge, he would Kill him withoud merey. From what
had occurred previously, Jackson hed little reason to doubt this threat,

eylor's plen to seize the "Louise J. Kenny" must therefore have
heightened Jackson's terror of him. For this was no commonplace Piracy.

It ‘wes not, however, until one day at Tabiteues, when the stewsora
said to him that it wes "wvery funny just the two being alone on boarg
the "White Rose'''; that Jackson' made the momettous decision 4o make
a clean breast of everything. Despite Taylor's almost constant
Observation, Jackson menaged to tell the stewardy though only in odd
snatohes, of hig terrible knowledge and his persomal bredicament. The
steward theretpon +told Coptain Hendley. The latiery who had already
vigited the "ihite Rome" and met Taylor and Jacksoen, must as &
thoroughly practical and sxperisnced sailor have been highly suspiciong
of Taylor's account of himgelf,y of his antecedents, and of his Obvious
ignorance of navigation and all merine matiers: The story of JQCkson,
whose real name it appeared wes Frederick Skerritt, whilst Taylor's wag
Joseph Yortelmans, therefore merely served to confirm the captain®s
Wworst suspicions of Teylor (henceforth referred o by his real hame) .

As & result, Captain Hendley made the following entzy in +the
ship's log:-
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i GILBERT & SLLICE ISBANDS PROTHCTORATE,
Tarawz, 385)2 2"
February 15th, 1908,

COPY OF EXTRACT FRON OFFICIAL LOG OF "LOUISE J. KENNY™.

Tabeteueca.
13/2/08,

A serious allegation made to me I.R. Handley, Master, against
John Paylor, alias.Joseph Moriimer (sic), by 2 fellow passonger;
Fred Skerritt, to wit thal the gaid John Taylor, alias Joseph
Hortimer (sic), murdered the Captazin end Boatswain on the vessel
they were wrecked in al fAbemama. Fred Skerritt Ffurther declares.
that he moves about in momentary.dread of his 1life; John Teylor,
alias Joseph Hortimer (sic), having threstened to murder him

if he failed to keep his own council (sic). Inferring from this
information and my own observations that the said Johni Taylowm,
aliag Joseph Mortimer (sic),.is a menace to the ship's company,
I at once placed him under arrest till such time ag I can hand
«him over to the authorities at Tarawa, . where he was getting
forwarded as a distressed seaman by the Native CGovernment of
Abemamais : :

15/2/08.

Having this day read over the preceecding (sic) entry to Joun
Taylor, alids Joseph Mortimer (sic). Result nothing to say
in answer.

1.30 panie Signed I.R. Handley. Haster.
Taraws. Signed Jells Ravelli, ",

A guerd was 2lgo placed over the csbin in which Mortelmans was
confined until such $ipje ad the ship arrived at Tarawa.

Shortly after arrival, Captain Handley and his supercargo
proceeded aghore and The captain infommed the aéting Chief of Police,
who was ‘bthen George Wurdoch thaty whilst at Tabitevea with the two
shipwrecked seamen on board, one of them, Frederick Skerritt, had

made a charge againgt hig shipmate John Tayloxr, 'alias Joseph
Hortelmans, of mutiny and murder on the high seas. At the same time
the capiain produced the ship's log in which were recorded details of
the charge on the day on which it was made.

In conseguence, George Murdoch, accompanied by the Chief ledical
Officer, Dr. Robertson, and five native polige all armed with
revolvers, boarded the "Louise J. Kenny". lurdoch informed Morielmang
that he was arresting him on the combined charge of piracy and .
murder on ‘the high sess. liortelmans offered no resistance, however,
and he weg then handouffed aznd placed in leg ironse He was then
removed &shore and incarcerated in a cell in the local gaol. His
effeets were placed in the office of the Regident Commissioner (the
head ‘of the Administration) for safe keeping. Skerritt also proceeded
ashore bubt was permitted %0 be at large on the Government station
on parole.

It wes unfortunately not possible to dinitiate judicial proceedings
at once as the Resident Commissioner (Mr. W.T. Campbell), who was the
only efficer qualified o hold the preliminary inquiry into a case of
this nature, was ahgent from Taraws in Ocesn Igland and, whilgt it
proved Dossible for Murdoch to advise him of the case by letter dated
the L7tk Februory, it was not possible for+the Resident Commigsionen
to find a vesgel to take him t6 Tarava.
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In ‘that letter, George Murdoch wrote inter olia as follows:-

", o edohn Tayler alias Joseph lortimer (sic) by his gerieral
demeanour and actions has led us Yo beliewe that he is a _
dangerous crimiﬁal; I hzve therefore taken &very prepauiion-for
the safe kKeeping of this man and have zppointed Lr. Thomas night
watchman at Betio CGaol. Taylorior Mortimer (sic) is handguffed _
and dironed; the ig a powerfully built man of about, 30 years of age.
+ooI s0uld resrectfully beg to suggest that it would be sdvisable
if you can find it convenient for you to come over: as. carly zs
posgsible, as the accused has not! yet been formelly chavged; he
appears to be & very dangercus man and reguired constant
watehing™,

ile also forwarded a copy of o statement made by Skerriit before himself
and Dr. Robertson, giving details of his eerlier meebings with
Kortelmang, and of The horrific occurrences zboard the "White Rosel,

The Regident Commizsionef arrived at Taraws on the 6th Narch and
inmediately ingtituted the preliminary inguiry imto the allegatiohs made
by Bkerritt, Nortelmans being charged as followss- . :

" > CHARGE, .
George Mc@e Kurdoch, Aebing Chief of Police, Betio, Tarawa, Gilbert
Islands, charges thate
On ox about the twelfth day of lovember 1907 at ses the alove-
named. John Taylor slias Joseph lortimer did unlawfully assaunlt
wound and drive overboard kelis Nicolino and ancther whose name is
unknown, the Naster and late respectively of the Schooner "Nueva
Tigre". or "Hhite Rose" and seize the szid Schooner "Hueva Tigre"
or NiWhite Home'.", '

The dnguiry lasted two days, during which Skerritt made a fairly
lTengthy depogition on oath. At the conclusion OFf the proceedings on each
aay, Mortelmans was asked whether he wighed to aslk the deponent any
questions or make any statement but, somewhet oddly, he replied in the
negavive. Further, asked by the Court ot the conclusion of the evidence
given by Skerritt, whether he wished to account for how he znd Skerritt
came into possession of the schooner, or to answer any guesiions in tho
regpect, Kortelmans . agein replied in the negatives At the conclusion of
the inauiry, tlie Court ordered that Mortelmans be removed to Fiji there
to undergo trial in the Suprepe Court for piracy. The Resident
Commissioner gent full details of the case o the High Commissioner for
the Western Pacific in Fiji.

In relating this story I have, ot thig stage, had to decide whether
to include here the grester part of the statement made by Bkerritt on
the 17th February to Iurdoch, or of his deposition at the prelifiinary
inqg;ry. After carefully studying the material, however, I have decided
eagainst doing go since, ‘on a careful reading, it is noted that virtually
2ll the material is ineluded in the evidence which Skerritt later Eave
before the Supreme CGourt in Fiji at theirizl of Mortelmans there, and i+t
would be unduly repetitious and tedious for the reader to bave to Peruse
2ll three statements which are subatantially the same.

Arrangements were then made to send Mortelmens to ¥iji on the
S.8s "Muniara’ in the cwtody of lra Cogewell, Chiof of Police; snd a
suiteble escort, together with meny items which had been remeved from
the "White Rose" afd whioh were to figire as exhibits in the trial of
hogtelme.s in ®iji. They are too numerous to,list here, Lut those of
maJor imporiance receive mention &t the appropriate point in the
record of the triagly gkerritt travelled %o Fiji by the game vessel.

i

. The 8.8 "Huniara” called at 4bemama on the 14%h lMarch en route o
¥1J31, in order that the Ohief of Police might ingpect and report upon
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the wrecks Mxecerptsl from his repord sreiasifollowst="

At

=0

"The schosrer lies on her starbesrds sifle, witly the bilge stove
and false keel gone, and rudder and drenedm carried away: The
: of having had 2 coal 0f -white paint over an
griginal green«..on the giern board:of the vessel the name "White
Roge" is painted on the spot where & previous manme plate had beoen
removed, but mo porit of regigter has been painted on ‘the 8poit,
vhere the previous name plate appears to have existed. It ds nod
possible 1o remove the planksswith the mameton ag it is painied
over heavy timbers and would reguire shipwrights' tools to genry
out the work. I removed the brass cap £rom the wheel of the
schooner wlich bears the name of "Puelche"; Valparziso. However,

I do not ploce much.importance on this: as the wheel znd fittings)
together with the gearing; appear very much older: than the vessel,
and zuggest that these have been taken drom some older Vesgol..ei
The schoonmer's M4 £, dinghy wis stored zshore in the court housa.
I have renoved ¥he Yuck (stern Lodrd) which bears the name "White
Rose™ painted over the name "imeve Tigre", Callao, which wuas
guite digtinch under the white Raint} From tlie gguaressil, main~
sail and job I have removed a piece of canvas bearing the maker's
name. There are no official numbers on the hatch beams or.
elsewhere on the vessel by which she could be Identified. In
conclusion I would state that the schooner bears.evidence of
having been hurriedly discherged znd disguigeéd,- but theére is mg
logal evidence of the alleged murders".

—

vesBelk bearg evidence of

(7 ) |

The sige "Munisara" rveeehed ¥iji &t tho“end of March and Nortelmans

and the exhibits were there handed over to the police.

Cn the 1st April, the High Commissioner, in Fiji, addressed the
following telegramfo the British Consul-General in Callaoss
"Schooner "Hueva Tigre™ geid to have left Callzo aboul 10th
Hoverber last year for Pisco, has. beed wrecked on  Abemama,
Gilbert Islandss iwo survivors noW in ¥iji —~ cook, Johm Taylor
a2liag Joseph Fortiman alias Hortelfians believed To be Beldian ang
gailor Skerriit Englishman. Other two ménbers of crew -Ceptain
liicolino,end Kate name unknown, both supposed Iteliang, said +t¢
have Deen murdered or forced overboard by Taylor not far . from .
Peruvian cOast and ship headed for Australis. Informer Skerfitt
supposed ‘that mate may have resched shores Can you asgertain and
inform me By telegrem of any particulars of corroboreiion op
otherwise of =bove's

The Nritish Consul-General in Cellao veplied by tolesran Throe da-
later zg Pollows:- W

"Perugign schooner "jueva Tigre", Caphain Nicolas llelis, orew Juan
Bogter and tWwo othors sailed from here 18th November; zince the§~
16 information Has been received. Supposed that vessel hag: |
foungdered imnediately after leaving'.

o days previougly the High Cbmmiasioner‘had_notified the

: : 5 _ Secrata
of Btate of the case in the following terms by telegraphs- Oretary

"Resident Gommigsioner Gilbert Islands has sent for trial Supren
Court F&ji unger Pacific Order in Gotneil John Taylor aliag.' S
Joseph Mortimer or Mortelmans claiming to be Bnglighman but mox
Probably Belgian charged piracy and murder of schooner Vs 9

Tigra® of Gallse Peru hui daid to have been geiling under e

flag and to have had on wheel name Puelche Valpawrsisos Schoonep
lgft Callao om or gbout 10 November last year with crew of foui
Viz. Gaptain Wicolino Mate name unknown both supposed Tvaliang

“nd algo accused and Brglishman named Skerritt, Last nemed allen
Taylor murdered Csptaim and mate about 14 miles off some islandﬁea
Off Poruvian coast and then foresd Skerritt to help in headine

-
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s chooner for Australian coast till wreckedion Gilbert Islands.
Yreck. hag name 'ihite Nose" painted over Previous name and 1o
port of register or official number..s.sl am ofiering prigoner
means of lepgal defenceeses '

The ﬁigﬁ Gommissioner followed up ithe above-guoted telesram with
a lengthy weport on the facts of the case kmoun thus Far, daied The
5% Apwil .- i

The Secretary of State, however, in reply to the above-guobed
telegram in,which it was 'steted that it was believed that Mortelmans
was of Belgian nationality, ruled in a felegram ‘dated the 16%h Anril
that = : S T

munleas there is&lear proof that Mortelmans isinot a Britigh

subject, the case should be proceeded with'l.

To. this, the High Commissioner replied in a confidential despaich |
deted the 20th April ez followss— . 4|
... there is @t present no clear proof, such ag would be
cogsidered conclusive in a Court of Law, as %o the man's
nationality., He speaks Bnglish fluently, -though with a foreign
zccent; he originally claimed fo Dbe an Englishman, though he hes
since withdrawn thiss he hmsg Served in matly Britigh and I think
no: foreign ships; we have in dur possession a "continudus of
discharge' belounging %0 ‘the Mman,; issued by the Board of Trade
(Zritigh) from the first entry in which it would appear thab
at the ¥ime that entry was made he gave himself out to be &
Belgiang he: has more tham once stdted -~ and I hardly think he
could have invented this — that he enlisted, apparcutly twice,
in the British Army, and got hisg digeharge by dintervention of the
Foreign Office. On the whole, and after consulting the Acting
Attorney CGoneral, I can at pregent only say that thereiis not
clear evidenge thet he is not .a British subject, though there is
a presumption that he was born in Belgium.
Under these circumstances. I have assumed that I am at liberty %o
broceed against the man...".

After further itelegrephic correspondence, the Beoretary of Staie
concluded in his despatch Ho. 28 of the 6th Hay -

"I gather dthat Taylor will be tried for piracy jure gentium ang

the gquestion 6f hig nationality is therefore now indifferent,

lieanwhile, enghiries were made of the Uni%ed Kingdom Marine
svepartment of the Board of Trade 1o ascertain further debails
regarding lortelmans's service at sea: In a letter dated the 29tn
April from that Department, it was reported thata-

"eso.the Continuous Digcharge Ceptificate (Wo. 420903)--tﬁa3.isaued
to Joseph Morielmans, who gave his birthpl.ce ag Antwerb, ond hig
age ag 21, on his engagement oOn the s.s: "Kara®™ at South Bhielgs
on the Tth.September, 1906, as cooks
It appears from the Agreement of this vessel that the man Signed
in the name of "J, lortelmanz™.

Iz 2 subsequent. letter from the sbove Department, dated the
13th May, it was stated that -

"they have ascertained that, after leavinz the "Kara", lortelmang
was for several voyages on the "Hestwood® of Christiania. He then
s.giied on the barque "Glendgil® (QFficial No. 99360) =t South
Shields on the 23rd March, 1907, and deseried at Livervool on g
11th May, 1907, after which dete 3% hes not proved possible +to
trace hig movements', |
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Uni.r cover oFf - hig ‘des.atch of ﬁﬂcllluh Julys - the High
s ner forwarded to the Secretary of State : JObO’T?PJS
ingerprints of both Yortelmens . and Skerritt, and these
cent tolillewt Scotlang Tard for peossible identification.
The Yaord. reported on the 28%h August +het search and enguiry
had beﬂn made 6 trace +he antecedents of lortelmans but sEthout
successs 1t reported, however;: that Skerriii ha d beeﬁ‘ldeﬂtlfled :
by his fingerprints as. Frederick Jackson, and hig criminal
record wes forwarded to.the High CuLmlSplﬂneT- 1% showed him 0
have been born in London in; 1888; %uue meling hig age 20 years
at the time of the piracy. Mis oceupation was siated To-be
that, of Iabourer, and his height 5 ft. 6% ingy with ‘s fresh -
complexion, 1ight brewn hair and blue eyes- He had been conv;cted
on four Occasions 'as follows.
on the 19th August, 1904, forn stealing m9 for nhlch ‘he vas
gentenced to € weecksrimprigonments;
on, tho 12th October, 1904, for stealing breﬁc for which he
was gentenced to T days imprisonments; .
onn the ldth November, 1905, for stealing money for whlch
he wzs aentenoed to 3 months. imprizonments ‘and, - o
on the 2nd April, 1906, for burglary for which he wag.,
sertencad to 6 months imprisonment. :

U!l
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leanwhile George Murdoch had'inspeqtcd the wrecked vesgel when
hc vigited Abemama in mid-Nay. He.note@'that the veszel had beon
zinted white comparatively recently, but thet the painting had

boen done "very roughly", though fie could not identify the
original colour. He also noted that the nanec "HWhite Rose" wag

painted on the stern of the vessel. He made a more profitable
v131t, however, on the 5th September when he noted that the
paint was then becoming weather-worn. The -white paint bhad come
sway in various plsces, showing 2, coat of green palnt underneath.
He zlgo noted that the name "White Rose" painted on the stern
had come away in places, showing a2 name underncath, though le'
could not igentify the latter with accuracys A sketch of the’
vessel in water ¢olours, and a card:on which was wpitten -
nifhite Rose™, "John Toylor" and “George Jackson" vere hlso handad
to him by the natives.

On the 1s¥ Cctober, 1908, one Gilchrist Alexander, wha was a
Magistrete in the PLji Cowvernment Service, but who had been acling
as Attorney General, vas app01nted by the High Commissioner to ol
proceed to Callao to obtain evidence and, if. posslble, ultnesaeg
necessary in connexion with the trisl of Nortelmang. nlexander
left Fiji on the 6th October by sbip for Vancouvers; but it wa
only after a lengthy journey:in various coastalivessels that he
finaglly reached Callaoc. There he was busily engsged with the
Eritigh Vice-Congul din vigiting sailors! haunts in the old deapoxt
and ovtaining eviderice for the trial of the cases ﬁut his time wag
short. After only a week, he scoured passages for himself and +two
witnesses in the sailing ahip “Waterloa" bound from Cellae in
ballagt for Hewcagtle, New South Weless THey did not reach Suva from
Sydney hﬂwQVer, until thé Tih April, 1909. lMsssra. Cogpwell and
Murdoch travelled to ¥iji by the same vesgel.

ﬂfter & prélipinary meeting of #he supreme Court on the 14th April_
Yo deal with aft gﬁpiic?+aon by the «Crown for an order ofitrial ang to
fix Phe date of trdal, it coumenced EefOﬂe the Chief Justice and s
Jury comprised of Rupopsans on the 23rd April. brs Brough, the acting
kttorney Genaral and Fir. L AleRander appeared for the Growa ong. &
lire HilMa Scbtt for the accused: Perhaps somewhat aurnrlslng1y, the.
trial lasted only two deysa:
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=t day was baken up with proseouting oa‘ansel’s opening
m o case agoinst the atcused, and the calling of

%5
:“?:1"?&;‘_9' ardoch teatlﬁ_ed %o his arrest and custody
'_a.rux'a, and his twe vigits Go tlielwreck ‘2t dbonana,
fied. to hig vigit %o tHe 1:rec-,., end am pcur'h:l.cul“r
u_ns.c a ape“.r“ncﬂ of the removal of a name plate op fhe stern of the
sgal md the rough ::: aanting of the words' '"White Hoge!', over the

Yacant/ place. He alsc testified to he ing seen & pa:he" anchop' some
four feet long whigh had Deen ttakon ashore From bhe H‘eck in lLenazr‘,.,
ond, f‘-lnﬂl'lg,r, to the exhibits which he hed brought %o I8 54, Tnspector
W¥rancis, testified To the clistody of 'certain ,e:tnﬂ.'bgl.'t_s su;ce”‘bheﬁ.r

rncelﬁt 1n x_Jl.

5 The. mos*b 1mpor‘ban‘b exhibits were =s Followdie.

LA

A purse colxtam_n; Bnglish and Fcruvlan gold and silver eQins.
A Bank of Tielizno deposit glip for £20 for Nicoles Ife.l:!.s-

.. Mhree books with- the name of . Nelig ofi the Fly-leafs

SlerPiti s note-book znd exérc.tse book vh:.ch purpor’l'.ed 10 ' be a log
of the "ihi¥e Rose”.
inother book which purported to be the Jaurm..l of the "ihite Hoge"
(this and the preceding book being badly spelled and not et ail
like ordinary logthooks o -gournals) :
A Board of Trade continuance tickebd of d:ascharge El"l.OWln& thet
Josenh Le;r‘i;e..mans was barn gt ;&ntmp in 1835 mg had been
enga; ged on varioua hoats as cook or mesw—room s»ewa.ro. since 1903,
EBach discharpe showed "good behaviour™.
Three  pocked books, two of uha.ch had WM ermbroidered on them.
~The crimsen lining of 2 hat or cap with altrade marl: angd ‘Gal}.':o*
stamped on it.
A document purporting to be & Bill of Sale Trom Walparsiso of the
' schooner M"ghite Rose", toge-l:har with & packet of papern; »ubber
type oubfit, dinlk pad, otce, sugbcs'tlng that the Bill of Sale
had been prepared by Mortelmang.
A package of: accouhis.
4 rusty choppers
A parcel of clo‘tb:mg with mogt of the ardicles mw!"kad with the
- Anitialg "H.Me" or the name Nicolas Melis im £vll.
4 roughly made'Union Jack, made from an old Peruvian flag.
4 ruler with the name . "I ells“ RGH e
A pocket ofi.plain cards, on one 0f which was wrlttan “White Romen,
"Jobn Taylor" and "George Jackson".
A package of matches with "LIMA™ on ihe boxes.
4 water-colour of a ship ' yith "N, Eelis " in the r:.gh't—hand cornar
A brass wheel, part of steering-gear, on which &ppeared the worg i
"PURLCHE".,
The stern board of the. dinghy shouin the Words "White Rose'
peinted in red over.the words "NUEVA TIGHE".

Pieces of canvagwith the names of warious Callao makers stamped
on them.

At the ‘commencetent of the socond day's bearing, counsel for the

prosecution introduced ag exhibits the following documents in Spanish

obtained Trom Gallao, to which were attached certified #nglish
translations:—

Cartificate of Registration of the "NUEVA TIGRE

Certificate of survey of .the "NUEVA TIGRE".

Crew.list (containing the names of Captain I, Melis, Joseph
Hortimer, and Juan Boster).

E)' ertificate of date of sailing of the "NUEV: WIGREY,

tlemorandum concerning the discharge fron the Peruvian man-6f-wer
"ALKIRANTR GRAUM of lortelmans and Skerritd. -

xmrca.n‘b" 18 Poss of the "NUEVA TIGRE",
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There now follows the evidence given bytvie various witnesses or
the prosecution. Save in the cese of the principal wilness, Skerritt,
whose evidence ig given idin congiderable detail, that of the otHep _
witnesses hes been summarized from the rocord or .vefers to-that already
givens / ;

The Tinst witness was one Jose Cafiero, who had been brought from
Callao. His testimony may Ve summarized a8, follotiat 5n 19024 hisyfethe
an Tialian long resident inm Callao, had visited Valparaiso end ;
purchased & schooner for some $6500. He brought it to Cellao, nomed
the vessel "Nueva Tigre", and registered it under the Feruvien fTog .
The schooner was now worih about £10,000. His Ffather died An 1903
and the schoomer was chariered by snother Italien in Calleo, one :
Murello, 2 ship chandler, for £25 per mowth, which went to the suovpoxrd
of his widowed mother and other children. The schooner was used in the
Feruvian cossting trade. He knew the senoonery having worked for some
months for Nurello. He identified the brass portion of the steering
wheel with "Puelche,; Valparaiso™ on it as part of %he steéring_wheel
of his mother's schooner. He also identified the darkest red portion
of the roughly mede Union Jack ag paert of the -Peruvian flag under
whioh the "Nueva Tigre" sailed from Callao on lovember 1841, 1907,
ffe had never seen her since then. He zlso identified pieces of canvag
cut from the gails of the "White Rose™ ag bearing the same irade marlky
ag the canvag of which the gails of the "Nueva Tigre' had been made,
He further didentified a black coat and weistcoat %aken rrom Mortelmans
and skepritt ag clodhing worn by Captain Nelise Finally, he identifieq
the clock witich hed been tnken from the "White Rose" && that which he
knew 1o belong to the "lfueva Tigre'. He said that the schooner was
painted green when he had last seen hers that was when he had watchod
her leave Czllaoc on her last voyage; he then noted four men on her
decks - one at the wheely two hoisgting seil end one coiling rope.

In ereoss-~examinaiion, counsel for the acoused o degvoured o shake
the evidence given by the witness.régarding his identification of the
canvas, clock, and clothes of Captain lielig, end hig sighting of Suxp
men on the deck of the schHooner when she left Callao. But Cafiero
positively confirmed bis zssertions as to the clock, canvag and
clothing. He g2id that he dmew vaptain Melis; he did not Tecognize the
men on the deck of the schooner, bubt was certain there were four eng
that he collld see what they were doing on deck.

The next witness was one Honkitelo Mgligtino, who also had ‘been
brought from Callae. Hig testimony mey be summarized as follows: he
lived im Callao and was employed by Hurello, whp kept a Sﬁip-chandlerim
establishment. The firm hed fitted out the "Wueva Tigre" for her %
voyage when she sailed from Czllao in Hovember, 1907, since whigh date
neither the.vessel nor the four men had returned to Callaos e Imoy fhe
four men who sailed with ber on that voyage and recogniﬁed_ﬁortelmans
end SKerritt as the crew engaged for that voyage. He had seen
Eortelmans on several occasions and had once delivered to him g pPatent
anchor and chain for the schooner. lis recognized the pisces of canvag |
cut from the séils of the "White Rose" asg being canvas supplied by |
Hurello establighment in Callao, Finally, he identified the end boapg
takgn f?0m the dinghy of the "White Roge" ond on which that name. hag
beedt painted in ved over the memo "Wueva Tigne", ag the end bosrd of
%he dingliv of the schooner "lueve Tigre.

He was  erogs-examined regarding his identification of the eng boarg,

of “the dinghy ¥ui ihsisted that he recognized it by its size ang shape
and $he welght of the timber, ¥ ;
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-Dunn, thc equneer of ‘fhe . "Laurcl“ Gaptain Maleolm of the "haurel"

" ang ‘Bradshaw, tvhe supercargo of the M"Louise T Kenny", were then

% called as witnesses. Their evidence was substantially that 2lready
' given and recorded in this story, relative o the gvents at Kbemama
when the "White Rose" wemt on the reef. In the case of each of the
‘three witnesses, counsel for the accused questioned them closely as
{0 the apparent relationships between the accused and Skerritt. 411
gaid that Taylor had dome almost sll the talking, but thet Skerritt
had not contradicted him and occasionally confirmed what he sald.
Dredshaw said that Teylor and Skerriitt. eppeared 1o be on ifriendly
termg. le stzued on redirect examination, however; that the two men
ywere alweys together and that he had had no oppertunity to tallk %o
Skexritt on his own.

© It shouwld be interpolated here that the capta1n of the

"Nueva Tizre" wag a-captain Nicolas Melis, who was an Italian of
excellent character and who had been a Petty Officer in the Italian
Navy. The mate was another Italian of.good-repule nemed Juan Boster.

The last witness for the prosecution was Skerpitt, whose evidence
‘wag given in some deVail as follows: he testified that hl name wais
Frederick skerritt and that’, he was 21 years of age. lle had been
following the sea for some years. He knew the accusef: He kad first
met him in South Shields on the River Tyne, on the sailing ship
"Glenogil™, He was a sailor and accused cook on the vegsel. They
put to. sea but the vessel sprang o leak and put into Queenghboum,
Ireleond, whence the vessel was towed 1o Liverpool. There they lefi
_ her ond sighed onlthe Feruvien eruiser, the "ilmirante Grau". The
» : warship arrived 1n Gallas in ‘Auzust, 1907, The keever of the boarding
hous¢e where he stayed ashore got him & job on a berguentihe. He
worked for 2 montHd in. that vessel and went from fallac $0 another
port, twhere he left her and walked back to Calleoy wmorking.at a sugar
mill en route to pay his passasze the bzlance of the way baclk. He did
not. know whore Mortelmans was all thet ¥ime, and he reiuraed te the
boarding houserhs knew in ‘Gallaoc, vhere the keeper was Charlie Baker.
' He was sitting.on a seat in the sguare one day when Morielmens
came up and said "Hello, how ‘are you getting on 2". I amaid “"Alrigh
He said "Have you got work ?". I said "No%. He said "™BO you want a
ship ?2",°T said "Yes". He then told me to come along with him and
took me on board a schooner he was ons The nsme was the "Wueva Tigre",
T thank the captain's name was Nicolas ~ I can't remember any other.
When we went on board the first time, the captain was not there.
We had tea and met the captain on the wharf. Mortelmans spoke o him
about mes The captain asked me if I was & sailor; I said "Yes" and
went to work for £2.10s. Od. a month. I worked atwut & fortaight
unloading and then loading.

We were suppoged to pail on a Sunday,; but the captein did not
come aboard, and we did nhot gail until the afternoonn of the londay.
Then we sailed with the caplain, the mete, lortelmans and myself on
board with a load of coke and sulphete. He had good weather for

. starting 1nd sailed, the rest of the day.

Between 11 and 12 o'clock the next day I was on deck and the

captain gave me orders 1o go below and clear up the forecastle.
: m?g mate wag cooking when I left the deck and Hortelmans was at the

wheels I% was the captain's watch below snd he went downs

I bad been down 15 or 20 minutes siwer I heard & ory - & howl -
and ran up on deck =nd saw the mate rushing By me with blood running
down Bis head. lHe waa runfiing towards dhe foreeastle. I as
what the trouble was but he .did not ansier me,, bt ran &ow&
forecagtle. He was bleeding freely.




I zan aft to the ogbin and just as I got there Borteltans hit-the

captain on the Read ith o chtpper. ot the dubin door.. {4t this point
the rugty chopper wag produced as en exhibid and 3dentified)s The '
cartain®fell back downi the cabin, way. I ragidp on the coke &g could
hoér Shem wrestline dbw&-belou. fn- s shory Fime The captain ran up
past me end said, "ihat's thig (for, Charlie 2V I euidg "I don't luiow,
Ea?tain", 1 sbppose he czlled me Charlig becauge he did #ioy know.my,
name. He'picked up an iron bar end -ren Torwards and Nortelmans, ran
affer him with a gun inthis hands There was o small dinghy-Veing
towed adltern and I began 1o, pull onl the rope 0 get in it becsuse
I was fri%hténéd,-ﬁortelmaﬂs gaw me pulling the rope end he jcdhe up
0 me end said "If.you don!t 18t go tHe rope, I will give ¥ou. the game
«dogate, ' : - : :

He made me go %o tlie wheel and steer due west. I understand the
compass and bad taken . the wheel before, but not on that shipas Then
Fortelnans went down into The cabin and got the gun and loaded it on -
decks (At this point the pun was produced as aft._exhibit). "Yes, that
ig the guns I know the case because Nortelmans made it on Board i,

Then Mortelmans went forwerd @nd chaged the coptain overbosnd With
an axes- 4s the captain jumped overboard, he took the tep of the
forecastle hatch with him; as he went overboard I threw a plank about
six- £6et: long snd two.or thros, om maybe Trielvey inchesuwideg Thore
was no other timberilike 37 on board. I think the captain got the
plank, Then Mortelmans tried 1o choot the captein in the water, bub
the gun wotld not go off.

While this wes going on, the mate came out of the forecuatle and
ran up the rigging as £ar 25 the sails. Then.lortelmans with the £un, -
said "If you don't come downs I'1l'shoot you'. The mate said 2
"Oh, Joseph, Joseph save mes I have got & poor old mother on shore'.
Then when the mate would not come down He sald o me ®Pick up that
iron and. go and chase him down'™. I ook the iron ban. iha Gaptein had
hed and went up the rigging part of the way and then came Gown.
Nortelmans then went up the other side of the rigging,-and I am not
sure but, I think the mate Ffainted. He went down'aibng_ong’of-the;arms
end part of the way down the jib stays and fell into the water. Blood
wag all over the sail and some droppedon the daock. I aaw $he mate
in the water. He swam about 30 feet back past the ship and tho water

wes red with bloods I was going to throw himua plenlt but Mortelmang
would not let me. I was at the wheel and saw the mate ginlk.

Then Morfielmans came to me and said "How I have got rid of thowe
two devils and fhe ghip is mine". Then Mortelmans made me cjean the
blocd up off the cabin and deck, and then mind the wheel apain while '
he ransacked the ship and threw z lot of papers overboard. Then he hag
a sleep in his own bunk zg id nothing had happened. Hhén‘ituwas'get%ing
dark he Yold we to go and sleep in the capiain’s bunk., So I went but
could not sleep ag I wag frightened évery minute th&%ﬂHOTfelmagg.woul&
coeme and "do for men,

The nexb night there were two or three feeh of water in the fiolg
end we sbar ted to work to dump the cargo overbosrds We worked ot thig
for about three weeks. We med bad weathe® ond lost he fore Topsail -
and 1ed %o chop it away because we ocowld not pull it in and the vesse]
was heeled over. When we cut the sail awsys the vessel Tighted hergels
iz then made § squaresail on the foremasts G

One night vhen I 'was ot the wheel, Kor#elpana'came-up and agked P
what all the noige was about and said thal when hé %ried to sleed he |
dxd not like thimes: volling shoth on the deoks Thén he fobk the axe ang
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vallzed ‘up 1o me and
Mortelmans said +thal
lights and he said &
the gun.

w0 great white globes like eleciric

at me, and then walked away. Another time
Ty
hat he had beeh going to cagll me and ghoot me with

Then they went .on the reef at Abgmama. I recognized two photogrovhes
of Mortelmens teken without hisz beard.

Mortelmeng «and -he hat painted the schooner white and had painted
the name "White Rose” in red.lettors on the Stern on top of %he white
painte Before that {the schooner had been the "Nueve Tigre! and painied
green, The whole of Hhe dinghy had been painted too. He was positive
that the end board of the dinghy produced as 'an exhibii had belonged
o the schopner' "Nueve Tigre.

He then identified meny other exhihits and said that the document
purporting to be a bill of sale had been prepared by lMortelmans and the
John Tzylor and the George Jacksonido whom it was made out was supposed
to<be the accused and himself. He saw the pr-isoneor prevere “the bill
of male and when it wassfinished he said it was slright.

It is worth pauging a moment ab, this point o elsborate on this
80 ‘called Bill of saley before resuming the witness's narrative of
evVentss In “preparing the bill of sele, Hortelmans was obyionsly
concerned with the questions which wonld gwai® him at his journey's
ends He wenld Have 10-explain his possession of +the gchooner; but
had no cleaPance, no ship's papers, ne. log, etcs Bo he set to work o
concoct a paper which he imagined would explain. everything, But he
wag, an uneducated man and the result of his efforts wWas so naive that
it would inevitably have roused suspicions rather thaen allayed them.
On some ruled paper which he found in the captain's cabin he printed,
by meang of a blue rubber dye, the fellowing Jdocument:-

"

Valparaiso, 3 Odtober 1907.

I the undersigned Jose F. Occhsle to hereby geclair to
forfeit all right of owncrship of the two masted scliooner
"Puelche™ (the name on ‘the wheel) which I decleir to have sold
%¥o- the two ‘partners, John Teylor and (eorge Jacksons, I =2lso
hereby stale her %o have a registered tonnage o0f 49 tong.

I the undersigned also declair %o poy all debte standing
out, egaingt above named schooner up til this date.

Debts ariging afther seid date must be met by pressent ovners.

The sum agreed to having been payd.

Jose I's Oechsle,

Witneszeg:— Pedro Pabius.
James Dumphy.
Be Menuel Qlivera. i,

o doubts the idea was sugsested by the old wheel of the schooner
"Puelche" of Valparaiso, gtill in use on the "Nuova Tigre". But ir the
bill of sale was written in Valparaisd, ii should have been writion in.
spanish and not in English ~ and badly spelt Mglish af that. dng it
wag odd that a Peruvign postage stamp should have figured on the
document, if executed in Chile. In fact, @s Skerritt teostified, the
Stg@p cam Trom the captain's purse, wWhen Nortelmans wes looting the
Cabill. .

in

. Bub Yo Besume the testimony of Skerritt. He newt testified 4o

having writ¥en an account of what happened on the Miueva Tigre"while
ox beard before resching Abemama, and having hidden +the docunment Trom
ortelmanss The notebook was produced and identified and, after X

gertain addresses and versés of various SUNEs, conmtaihed the followiﬁg
entrys— , :
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"y nemg' is Fred Skerritt. aad I'belong to Lambeth, London. I 1lsft
Liverpool I think in the month of Jime 1907, in the Peruvien
man—of-war "Almerante Grau's jié weni o Oaltao, Peru. I was
abosrd of her alput five monthsg and most o0f the Emgligh leFt'lrer.
I went from her to Charles Talker's bozrding house in the Celle
Killer. He shipped me on & barquentine and we went to Pisco.’

I was aboard about e month and left her in Pigeo. I went back to
Gallzo. I was in Gallao two days when who should come up Lo ne
but the chief stoword of the "Almerante Grau', Jogeph Noriimer.
(Note - Nortelmens bad been a leading steward bih. was very soon
disreted because of hig inesmpetency and reduced to the rank of |
ordinary seaman). He said "Hello, baven't you got a ghip 2" I
said "No". Iie seid "I have got one For you". I said "ijhere 2

He gaid "A two-masted schooner called the "HKueva figre's Ho he
took me to the captain. The cavtain said to me "What are you 24,
I sdid "A sailor or & steward® He said "Do you want to.go aboard
now ?'" I paid "res™" as. I wanted fosstart work. I was vorking by
her about itwo wecks. The castain bthen seid o me "Make everything
ready because we go away btonight (Sunday)v. But the captzin
never came aboard until MNondsy: morming. So we started when he
cames The first dey was all right but the nexlt morning the
capiain gave me.orders to be on day works About 1l o'clock I viag
down the forecastle when T heard a cry out. I Ten . up on deck,

8y heard went up into my mouths I see the boatswain running
around with a cut in his head. I ran t¢ the cabin. The ory of
vite Doatsgwain had waked the captain up and he was just coping
out of the cabin when Joseph Hortimer struck the cantain on the
head. There was = gcramble in the 'cabin'and then the captain
ran.forward with Jogeph Mortimer after him. Our s=mall boat was
towing on the stern'of ug and I started pulling the painter

to jump into the boat when Joseph Nordimer ran up t0 me and
gaid "If you try to get away I will give you the same doge™, ang
he lifted the chopner towards me. I saw the boaiswain run up the
rigging and thon Joseph Hortimer ran after the captain. Tue
captain rem up-to me ond eaid "iliat is this for, Charlie 21

I gaid "I think he has. sone mad:, captainy, and with that he
nearly csught the captain. Nertimer then said “"Jump over the
side or I will shoot you" and ha ran after the captain again,
But the captain jumped over the side. As he Jumped, I threw o
big board to the caplain. He shot at the captain but misged hinp,
I had 2 good mind Yo jump over the side myself but there Was & .
lot of big figh. Thon he said %o the boatawain "Jump over theg
side or I will shoot you'. The boatswain's name was John« John
said "Ohy Joseéph, Jogeph, I have got 8 poor mother: ashore. Sayve
ney save me" Jogeph said "I cenft help that" Then ha said "ppg
Jou going to jump over the sgide 2n S0 the poor fellow dropped.

I see him swim out of gight. I was going to throw & big board s
Jdohn but that wicked brute stopped me. He said to me "You will g
alright with me. This is my ship. I worked for it". T asied
where he was, going to but he would not %ell me. But he wmaid

"If you try to get away it will be bad for you" The bont way
asbern of us when he turned it. I was filling & bottle of waten
and some bigcuits when he said "Iis all right". 5o we did not
see land witil wo ceome H0 asss :

(Bigned Fred Skerritt.). w,

In conclusion gkerritt smaid that; when Mortelmans took Charfe of the
ship they were 14 or 15 miles offshore with no other land in zight,
Lt Bbemams Mortelmens threatened to ~ill him if he said anything $o
anybody abowt whet hod happened; andgtayed with him all the %ime.
Wihen they gof on the "Louise J. Kenny' Mortelmans said that 3iF he
couvld ge® hold of the ceptain's revolver he would $ake the ship,

He did not know how Mortelmang proposed o do thig, bui thouwght he
meant to kild them 2ll, white men and natives. Bit by bibtsii%ness
told & sleward about whot had happened and then th%ﬁaytain arreaied
worielmens snd locked him up if a cebin,
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Skerritt wag eross-examined &t some length by counsel for the accused
He admitted that he Hed been thrice convictéd of thctl, ‘whilst dn
London, being imprisoned. for six. weeks, three months and six months
on those occasions. He hid knownm Mortelmans Ffor asbout Huo and. a,helf
Jyears and they had only béen separated for two or three months \during
that time. He knew thai the accused was being tried for his life and
Tealized that he as @ witness must be careful what he said. The two
weeks he was working on the Mueve Tigre' in Gallao he was with the
accused. for the whole times The captein had not been displeased with
him. He did not 'see the accgused hit the mate. All he saw when he came
on deck was. the mate running by with blood on bis hezd. He saw the
accused gtrike the captain snd the captain fall beck. When the captain
came running up on decik with Mortelmans after him, he did nothins.

When Nortelmans chased the captain, he jumped overboard with the top

of the hatch. The mate had meanwhile left the forecagtle and climbed

up the rigging, where he was when $he captiim jumped overboard. It was
after the captain Jumped overbosrd thet hg tried to pull in the dinghy.
Mortelmens tried %o shoot the captain afteér He was in the water, not p
whilst he was on deck. He saw the mate sink after he fall in the waters
“Mortelmans did not try to shoot him. He asked Mortelmans what it was

all about, but Mortelmans took no notice. That was all he did %o try

and stop him. - _ Hi

It was about a week or a fortnight before Nortelmans to0ld him where
he was trying to gos They dook turns about at cooking and other work
and never talked again of what had happened. Sometimes when uone was
at the wheel, the other came and talked. p

He heard all the talk to the white men at Abemama but he never hag
a _ghance to tell anybody what happened until he told the steward on the
"Kenng. He was afraid for his life., He did not hear Mortelmans ask for
& pagsage by the "Laurel" 1o Fiji. The létter ke wrote in the captaints
cabin on the "Laurel™ was to his sunt and he did not say' anythine sbout
what had happened on the "Nueva Tigre"; Mortelmans wes watching him.
liortelmans did not say anything about it in the lettep he wrote either
Decatse he watched Hortelmans write it.

He hed not made up his mind to tell anybody about what had happened
vhen he went aboard the YLouise J, Kenny" but when the gteward =seid to
him that 1% was wvery funny'they +wo being alone on the "White Rosem,
then bit by.bit he told him. e swas two or three days telling the
sleward because Hortelmans watiéhed him, He hed not spoken to many people
i Fijiebout the matter, but he Hdd spoken to.gomes HE 8id 10% bell the
eptein of the "Kemny" what Norteltians said ahout baking Bhat boat, but
he told the steward about what happened before. He spoke %o the stewarg
after Hortelmans had said that if he could get the eaplain's revolver,
he Eou_la '|JE"._1:G the "Kenny"," He teld the peovle on board the RKenny" ang
at Tarewa that his name was Jackgon, because Nortelmans told him %o co11
himsel¥ thet. The first time that he H0ld anyone.that his name wan

A~ - = L o e
Skerritt wes om board the steamer coming to Fiji.

~ On re-gxemination, Skerritt said that the whole tragedy on board the
"Hueva Tigrett gia not: ocelpy more than five or six minutes. lie told the
s?eward of the "Kenny" rathef then the captain, because he associated-‘
With the wteward and did not associzte with the cartain. fe hed hag
chance %o tell the gteward before he did tell him, and he Gid not know
why he did not take adventage of the first chance. e 8id not Imow how
Lo??elmang propoged te take the "Kenny™; he never told him hows he juét
seid that, if he could get the ocgptain’s revolver, he would do 0.

Thed conpletéd the case for the Crowm.
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dy who did not pul him in the witnesg-box,
meized the loug delsay before the case had
the fact that the scocused had bea held in
“had had. no chance to brepare o defence.
ircumstential evidence proving that the
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Coungel for the aceu
summed up:briefly.. He
beex broughi to tris
custody all that tim
He dig not guestion the ci
"Hueva Tigre", which pailed from Czallgzo in FNovember, 1907, and-the
"ilhite’ Rose", which: wag, found upon a reef in' Abemama iR denuery, 1908
wag one gnd the seme vessels Hor did he cuegltion the evidence of
Gaptoin Nalcolm, and of lessrs. lMurdoch, Dunn and Bradshaw as to

what had occurred in the Gilbert Group following the Tinding of the
"White Rope". Thal charge constituted piracy on-the high geas znd

wag punishable by penal sgervitude for lifes However, the more

erions charges of piracy with assault, which were punishable by
eath, rested entirely upon the evidence of the sclf-confessed

thief, Skerritt, and he asked the jury, whether in all seriousngss;
fter listening to the evidence’, they would Fhang-a dead cat on itn,
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The Acting Attorney General then summerized the case for the Crowm,
emphasizing the obligaiion of #ll civilized nations to suppress
piraecyy the youlh of the witness Skerriit, and the difficulty of
enyone recalling details accurately when under such astress of
emotion as he must have been;at the time of the tregedy s

ihe accused had been .cherged on one charge of piracy against fhe
law of nations (piracy jure genbium) end on two charges &f piracy
by statute in connexion with the Geaths of Captain Nicolino Melis
and Juan Boster so that, in his address to the jury, the Chief
Justice firet defined for the information of the jury the difference
between the two chargess If the jury believed the first charge
proven, and the gecused did steal -the veésgel, the™Wueva Tigre' from
its lawful owners, upon the high seas, ijyes on waters not within
the jurisdiction of any nation, then that crime was punishable by
any nation upon whose shores the virates. arrived. On the charge
of piragy by statute; i.e. piracy coupled with murder or attenpted
murder, if the jury believed the story told by skerritt that also
was provena. As tc the wikness being, On his own statement, & thrice
convicted thiefy i% was not so zerious as if he had said that he
was convicted a year or two ago for perjury. Becsuse he wada thief
did not prove him to be a liar. Bven the fact that this witness took
part in the pirecy with murder would not in the least affect the
guilt of The sécused. But the punishment for this orime wag death
at the discretion of the Court, and not compulsorily as Coungel
for the defence had stated. The diary they had seen was written
up by Skerriti he had said, and it appesred to be true, from time
to time om board the "Nueve Tigre", and systematically hidden
un@er higs bunk. The suggestion that Skerritt had prepared that
evidence with an ulterior mobive was very hard to believes.

_The jurors retired but within half an hour returned the Court
with a unanimous verdict that the acoused was guilty on all
counts, whereupon the Chief Justice adjourned the Court until
the morning of lenday, the 26th April, for sentence.

Nortelmang wag, of courge, the centre of great interest to the
euthoritied; as well as to the general publie, by reaeon of his most
unustal orime. And of thig fact he geemed 10 be well sware. To guote
Er. Alexander, one of the prosecuting counsel in the cases— '

"He (Mortelmans) seemed to regard himself as a hero, snd posed

openly and conseiously to the visiting justice, doctor or
other person who hod occasion t6 see him. He was of middle
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ngtature,, but poweriul physigue, not. unlike & Rughy international

W forward. As he gtood:in the exercise yard with arme foldediover
his masgive ches{, avery ‘attitude suzgested the tradifiicndl
pirate and every look betrayed apprecigtion of the Fach.sess
One could have swora that the piratel, standing in the dock of g
court crowded ' to tbe door with an audience on tiptoes off
curiosity to Ssee a mogern buccaneer, was determined wnot to
disappoint. then.. Helassumed kis most ferocious aspect and
listened to the -evidence with o deerening scowl™.

Certainly he looked a. formidable figure as he stood jin the dock
~on “that Mondey morningifor sentencing - with his powerful build, his
heavy black beard; holding himself erect and with an imperiotis and
" contemptuons loek on his countensnce as it swent the courtrooms. And
he seems to. have more then justified wthe Chigf Justice's @esorintion
of him when later reporting on the case to the Secretary of State

that Vortelmans —

:Mis geman utterly devoid of any moral sense, a very 'tiger of the
gea'! "

Before passing sentence, The Chief Justice lasked the accused if
he wished to make any statement ghowing cause; why sentence should not
be' pagsed upon him.! The accused had much %o says; he was dissztisfied
with the conduct of the cage end wished to heve 2ll the witnesses
raecalled in" order -that, he might ask them guestions which would prove
“that their evidence was falses The Chicf Justicelgave Him several
further opportunities t0 make genuine representationsg, bul the -
acoused merely continued to 'reiterate his vazue and general
digsatigfaction and repeat his demands. '

Finslly, the Chief Justice, afiecr emlarging upon the eneormity of
the crime, and stating that, but for the bare chance that the captain
and mate of the "Nueva Tigre" hud survived the murderous assault and
succegded in reaching shore, the gsentence would hsve beea one of
death as the law permitted, sentenced the accused to penal servitude
for the remainder of his natural 6 life. Though the accused still made
determined offorts 4o address the courtroomny he wan Finally removed
to the cells by order of the court.

The public was obviously surprised and clearly regretied that
liortelmans was not sentenced to death, for it meemad that a2 more
callous and cold-blooded crime could not have been committed. But the
Chief Justice, in ‘addressing the Scoretary of State after the
conclusion of the cage wrote as follows:—

"Evidenpe in support of the crmescharged in the first count of +the
Jnfqrmaiion wWag clear and conclusivey that given to prove the
charges laid in the second and third counts was enfirely
confined, in all essenitial elements, to the tegbimony of the man
Skerritt, on His own showing particeps criminis mllegati in
Circumgtances which did not in my opinion justify the shiskd of
duress with which the prosecution sought $0 cover hime......

» s scOnceiving the prisomer (a foreigner, in a foreign ship, on

Eh& h%@h seas and, even if gkerritt was %o be believed,
Teloniously assaulting two foreigners) to have been in layw
wreagly convicted of piracy by statube, I passed 2 sentence
upon him of penal servitude for life'.

The Chief Justice alse called the attention of ‘the Secretary of
State to the fact that the Suva gaol was not = place where o convict
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of the ‘Ycgllous and desperave! cubiracter .of Toritelmans could be
incarcerzted without danger as. well to hig fellow drigoners s to
the commutity af large and he asked that srranzcements be made for

ie wenoveal, Lo mome plece of imprigonment r sbited Tfor the
nement of that class.of criminal. i sulty Nortelmans was
shipped fronl puve dn-H.MeS. Gambrian and, being tronsferred to
Hells 6+ Pegasus en route, 2prived in Sydney on the 28th July, 1910,
40 continue to serve his dentence ihere, being lodged initially in
Farramatta gazol. He may well have been a somewhat recaélcitrant
prisoner, -however, for he moved between no fewer than eight gzols
over : the next seventeen years.
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. Hinally, on the 14th. Jduly, 1927; he.was apparently .released and
deported back o Belgium, and there the trail of what happened 1O
this noterious piraite:is thereafter lost. Suffice it to s=ay thats

he never ‘again returned to the Pacific islands. F A

And- 50, fromthe;prologue to this story to its epilogue. My mogt’
lasting memory of dhe incident is, not merely the somewhal strange
reception which greefed me thal evening in Abemama, but my depariure

*the 'following morning. George Kurdoch walked with me down to the

beach off which the Government yacht was anchored, but he seemed
strangely. cmbarrassed and ill-at—ease: And, as he bade me zoodbye,
the.reason becane. apperent as he apologized profusely %o me for hig
recedtion the provious evening. le explained. that, when he Had las
seen Mortelmens in Suva after his trial and conviction, the latter
solemnly vowed that oune day, whén his Ilife imprisonment was ended —
and ; ag nowadays, such prisoners seldom served their full term — he
would return to the Pacific and "do for" for Nurdoch and Handley. 3
Furdoch had always implicivlywbelieved dhis threal and so, since that
time, had always kept hiz 12-bore shot gun hanging on the back of his
front gdoor with cartridges nearby. He explained that any native
calling op him urgently afiér dark would naturally o %o the back dooy
80 that,swhen he hecard z loud knock on +the front door afier dark the
previoug evening, it had never for a minute entered his head that it was
not Mortelmans back to seel hic revenge - hence hig receptiodl of me,
4ndy as he seid, even if Mortelmans had been ready and shot ab him,

be had hig ferefinger curled round the trigger ahd, whotever had
happened, Mortelmans would doubtless have received the full force of
the shot, probably in his vitalgs If I had not sounded g0 truly
English in yoice and eppearance, and with my hands at my sides, there
might well have been tragedy; mereifully there wag not. But, ag George
furdoch fina1ly pointed out, how much gafer I would have been if T hag
not. by then lost my Glaswegian accent, which he was confident no
Belgian national could ever properly imitates



