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o MR. ROT/N TTIO:
Cross—cxde By Mz, Ie Cuesne.
chould remein on Rebi or not? A. A that time the Bansbans were not happy to
vemain on Rabiy in view of the then condition of the dwellings.

T would iilke Fyou +a 421l us, pleace; do you remember discussing at all with
+this gentlepan, M, Windrun, whether the Rznabans ghould rTemain o Rabi or no
A, I cemnot remember discussing that matter with Mo, Windrusl,

52

Do you not remember yourself saying o My Windrum at the end of the meetings:
nye agree 1o stay on Rabi Teland for ever if Ocean Tgland is notb teken away frenl
ush? 4. T think those were my words to Mr, Maude and Mve Macdonzld, but with
regaxd to the meeting with lix, Windrum, we were concentrating on the fricticn
vetween vs and Ir. Kennedy.

M, Windrum reported at the time that those weré;bhe words which you had gpoken
to him., Do you not think he was probably right in saying thot? A. That should
be a mistake.

If MVr., Windrun reported at the time that you had said that to him, do you nov
think that probably you did say them to him? A, I remember well that perhans
he so weported 1ike that, because he was in charge of the area we were in, but
as far as 1 can remember, I did say those words to Mr, Maude and IMr. Jiacfonald.

fhen let us think for a little about the visit of Mr, Maude and Mr, MacBonald
in May 1947. The position then was, wWas it not, that the Panabans decided tc
stay on Rabi, bub were i ous thet they should ve free tovisit Ocean Island,
and if they wished, to settle on Oceen Island in the futurec.

THE TIPERFREIER: I have gone as far as "the Banabans have decided to live on Rabi and

thet they con weturn to Ocean Island.™

MR, LE QUESHE: They were anxious to be free to vay visits to Ocean Islend, end if

D

they wished, 4o live on Ocean Island in the futuve? 4. With regard to the first
peat, ~eying iLa?: ~he panabans wented o live at Rabi, it was actually like

thig, The fixzsi thing the Banabans decided, first of all, vas whether they would
1ike to buy Rabi or not. They went there to decide whether they wouid liks to
puy it for themgelves or not, and it was not going there 4p live for ever. ¥When

we azTived there we egreed to buy it, that is whet we said to IMr. Yande and
1Mre Macdonalde.

You decided to Ty it, and as a result of your discussions with Mr. Mzude and
Mr. acfonald you decided to remain on Rabi? A. 1 am sorry, out I still belicve
that the Zonabans would oo there, sec the ipland, and decide to buy ity and
they have decided snd they nave bought it, and that they will return to Qcean
Island.

will you takes Iire Tnterpreter, please, the transeript of Day 5y and tumn t0
pege 187 lr. Rotan, the Interpreter is going to read to you something thab you
said when M. YVincDonald was asking you guestions Jugt week. Mr., Interpreter,
would you please interoret to him the last three lines on pege 183 '"We wented
Rabiy and then we 2180 wented just to return o Ocean Island.” Do you 866 the
note which £ollows? Then his Loxrdship says %o you: "Return to visit Ocean
Te1land?" ond you coids "Yes." VWhat you said then was right, was it not?

L, Yesy it is tvue I did say this last weck, vut please bear in mind that we
want Ocean Jeland, and we have been wanting it since the year 1926, tut since
then, uwp to dzte, we have been teken the way = (The Interpreter: He spowed it
with his hand, 1ike re-boarding) - end whet can we 4C.
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R, ROTAN TITO:
Cross-exd, by IMr. Le Quesre.

e, Rotan, pleesc believe me, I am not forgetting 2ll this. All I an trying to
do at the moment is to ask you about what was agreed at this meeting in 1947.
At this meeting in 1947 lMr. Maude assured ycu, did he not, that if you stayed
on Rabi you would be free 1o visit Ccean Islemd, and if joo wiched to settie
there later on? b

THE INTERPRETER: I am sorry.
MR, LE QUESIB: I said to visit Ocean Island, and if you wisghed, to reside there

later on? A, I cexmot remember where or what lMr. Maude was saying at that tioe,
but ag far as I can remember these are his wonds, We told Mr. Ioude that we
had sgreced to buy Rabi for our island, but as the conditions that we were faced
with were not very good = (The Interpreter: The witness went on to compare

the conditions with what they faced during the wer time) = we wanted thon to
return to Ocean Island and have our home prepared during the absence. Iir,Mzuvde
in reply said: "I cammot keep on holding this island for you, tecause there axre
other people vwho are anxious to buy this same island.” One other thing: "If

I had had the buildings built for you, perhaps you do not come back." Ve thought
he meent that if we did not go back to Ocean Island, but stayed on Rabi right
away, then he can do all these, and that is where we were divided. Thai is why
we had a division of ideas at that time, and that was fcllowed by the secret
ballot, and so the parties that decided to remain won the vote; because we did
not want to lose Rabi, but our main concern is that we want the two islands.

MR, LE QUESHE: Would you sgy that again?

THE INTERPRETER: Our main concern is that we want the two islands,

THE WITHESS: That is what happened at that time.

MR,

1E QUESNE: TYou wanted these two islands. We understand that. What you wanted
to do was to have Rabi as your hecadquarters and to be zble to mzske visits to
Ocean Island, is that not right? A, That is so;, after we leaxrnt that Ocean
Island will cormletely be = (The Interpreter: Destroyed literally, but I think

hY

what the witness means is "complelel: mined".)

Completely mined? A. Can I ask you not to confuse me by asking me questions
relating to past years, and then these present years?

I an sorry if you have becen oonfused. I have been asking you questions only about
1945, 1946 and 1947. Now we are talking about 1947. A, A1l right, Please go
ahcad,

I understand what you have just told us, and Mr, Mzcdona.d was saying to you,
was he not, in 1947, that you had to make up your minds ai.ut Rabi, becesuse if
you did not want it there were other pecple who weuld like it? A, I have gaid
that we have seen Rabi and we decided to buy it., We want our homes to be built,
and that we will go back to Occan Island, waiting for their completion. If they
followed this, thaswould not have been any diffimlty, because we could have
gone back to Ocean Island while the homes were being built.

I think I understand now, I am sorry it has tsken me so long. You were suggesti-
ing, were you, that you should go temporarily to Ocean Island while some build-
ings were being put u» on Rabi, and you should then return o Rabi? L. We were
going to Ocean Island to wait for the completion of the homes, and at the same
tine to wait until the phosphate is mined out,

The idea was = is this right - that you would stay on Ocean Island until the
phosphate had been mined cut and then you would do what? A, Ye can either stay
on Ocean Igland or go back to Rabi, 6
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MR, ROTAT TITO:
Cross—-exd. by lir. Le CQuesne,

0 :Either stay on Ocean Island or go back to Rabi? A. We cannot give up Ocesn

)

Island because it wasz the land given to our forefatners by God; and we want it.

r, Macdonald told you, did he, that if you were going off to Ocean Island wntil
the nmining was finished, he could not keep Rabi for you, vecause thexre were cthex
people who would like it? L, But what could he do, because we have bought the
Island of Rabi?

A1l T want to understand at the moment is vwhat you say IMr. Macdonald told you.
in T right in thinking that what you are saying is this, that Mr, Macdonald told
you that if you went off to Occan Island, as you suggested, he could not keep
Rabi for you, because there were other people who would like it, and it was not
certain that you would ever come back? ALlince we understand that ocur Ocezn
Island was going to be mined out, we wanted to buy our island. It was ourselves
who bought the island after we had seen what is going on, on Ocean Island, as a
result of doing things by force there, As we saw Rabi, we thought it was all
right, so we bought it, and we would like to have it properly prepared for us to
live on it, but he did not believe us,

Mr. Rotan, just listen Yo me, would you, for one momait, because if we could
clear up one point I have very nearly finished, You told us last week - I think
this was your language - that lir. Maude said something which frightened you?

A, That is true.

I an asking you exactly vwhat it was that Tr. Maude said which frightened you?
A, This is what we were afraid of, of Ir. Maude'!s words., Ve went our island,
We agreed to make Rabi our island, and Mr. Maude said: "It would not be good
enough, if you want Rabi and you do not stay on it." What we fearc‘ed at that
tine was Mr, lMaude saying: "If you do not remair on it we will sell it to some-

body else,"

Mr, Maude said this - I think this is right, is it not -~ after you had told hin
that you would like to return to Ocean Island until the nining was finished, and
that when the mining waes finished you might decide to stay there - you nmignht
then decide to return to Rabi? A. Please do not give usg the word "verhaps®

because we have already decided to live at Rati.

We must try to understand each other. 7You told us five nimdes age that your
idea was to return to Ocean Island until the mining was finished, and that when
the mining was finished you might decide to stay there, or you might decide %o
return to Rabi? A. You are asking me to think about what you asked mey, so would
you please think also yourself of what I have replied to you.

That is what I an trying to do. What puzzled me was this. I thought what ycu
had just said was different from vhat you said to me a few minutes ago. However,
let us try and sort it out., I understand you teld Mr, lMacdonald that the Banabans
would ‘ike to go to Ocean Island and stay thers while houses were being built on
Rabi, and until the mining on Ocean Island was finished. Please just tell me, is
that what you said to Mr, Macdonald? LA, Yes.

You also told me that your idea was that when the mining at Ocean Island was

finished you might then decide to remain on Ocean Island, or you might decide
to return to Rabi? A. We have already decided, and this decision comes fron
the body representing the comrmnity, We have attempted to keep Ccean Island,
but we could not,

Excuse ne, you said Mle have already decided." Will you »nlease tell us whal you
have decided? A, Can I finieh what I want to say?
Te
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MR. ROTAN TITO:
Cross—~exd. by Le Quesnc.

8 Would you please just tell us what it was which you decided? A, We decided to
buy our island in Fiji, and to secure the purchase Mr. Mzude and Ir, Macdonald
came, We told them that we have bought the island. Rabi has been bought by us
with the hel» of Mr. liaude. Ve told him to have the houses built while we go
to Ocean Island. Ve Ymow that if we go 10 Ocean Island the compeny will mine
out phosohate from Bancba., VWe wait for that time. If the Government take
our Banaba by force from us then we have Rabi as an altemnative, That is our
cormlaint, Yhen our Banaba is finished and spoilt, then we will go to Rabi.
Ve have a place to live there, and at the sarme time we will be neaxr to the
High Commissioner. As I have already mentioned, before we could get to the
High Commissioner, the High Commissioner left and went to setitle in Honiara
in the Solomon Eands Protectorate; and we have been living in Rabi for over
twenty years; still comwlaining, In the end we have manzged to come to London.
Ve are here in London to make these claimg, and I did not expect To receive so
nany and confusing quesitions. That ig also what the other gentleman before you
was doing, MMy only request to his Lordship is that the past period of deceit-
fulness has gone, and now the sun of truthfulness is overhead. I am only here
to present my oetitions and the truth where I think I will get the truthfunl
results, That is why I have cone here,

MR, JUSTICE MEGLRRY: Ir, Le Quesme, I notice it is a long while past ‘the usual
time of breaking. Vould it be helpful to have a break now?

MR, LE QUESNE: Yes, ny Loxd.

(Continued on next page)
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MR RCTAN TITO:
3 Cross—exd.by lir Leguesne.
(The Court adjourned from 11.56 to 12.18):

IR LeQUESNE: Mr Rotan, I think I understand what you were saying.
Is iv this, that you told Iir Macdonald that the Banabans
would like to go to Ocean Island and stay there until the
mining was finished, a.d wiien the mining was finished
if you were compelled by the Government, or if all your
land was taken away, you wculd go %o Rabi? L., Yes, if our
Ocean Island is completely mined and ruined, and if the
Government coopelled us to leave, we can go to cur new
island, and those who want tc¢ stay, to remain, at Ocean
Island may remain.

Q What did you think was going to happen to Rabi during
the years you were on Ocean Island? A. Our homes will be
prepared.

Q@ And when your homes had been finished what would happen?
A. If our homes are prepared, and if Ocean Island is all
mined, then the two are our homes, so we can go te Rabi or
we can remain at Ocean Island. _

Q@ What I had in mind was this: Suppose your hcmes were finished
before Ocean Island was all mined, what was going to happen
to Rabi until Ocean Island was all mined? A. The same: those
who want to go and live at Rabi, they may go. The two islands
belong to us and we can have free travelling between the two.

Q@ And your headquarters would have been in which place?
A. I say this, but perhaps you can also guess, that if our
Ocean Island is spoilt and Rabi is more ready for living,
then we may regard thet which is more ready to be our head-
quarters, and then from Rabi we can think back of what to
do with Ocean Island.

Q@ But it would all depend, would it, on how many people
decided they wanted to go back to Rabi? A. If Ocean Islizand

was well-established we could have considered more Ccean
Island to be our headquarters.

MR JUSTICE MEGARRY: If Ocean Island was well-established?
THE INTERPRETER: If Ccean Island was well—eétablished then we

could have regarded it as cur headquarters; but if Rabi
is esterlished we rezard it as our headquarters.

MR ggg%%%gkg%%“ﬁﬁgﬁhe% §8unggnu%§Sgﬁtfedughfnl%gzeﬁgﬁgﬁgti%n.
MR MACDCNALD: I will indeed, but I think perhaps not at once.
MR LeQUESNE: Thank you.
Re—-examined by MR MACDCNAILD

Q Do you have a copy of the AG bundle? 4. Yes.
MR MAZDCNALD: Would you look at page 2872

MR JUSTICE MEGARRY; PD.84 is a better copy; I do not know whether
you want him tofind it. ]
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~~ MR ROTAN TITO:
Ex&mined.

JUSTICE MEGARRY: How long was it after the Japanese came before

they tock you away? 4, Nearly cne year.

MLCDONALD: Was there a shortage of food for the Banabans and
the Gilbertese who were working for the BPC? A, We were
depending upon the company's store. When the Japanese came the
Japansse and ourselves,we are all dependingupon that store
for food, and when supplies in that store were finished they
sent us away.

Can you give my Lord any idea of how meny trees had their
shoots taken for food in the way you have described? A, I
canmot give a rough number of trees but I can only believe
that they did toke some while we were still on the island,and
when we have gone they must have been enjoying themselves
freely,without any fear.

When you say "they",whom do you mean? A, The labourers for
the British Phosphate Commissioners. They ate the top of the
coconut trees and also the pandanus trees. Some of our own
Banaban people, it is true, also ate the top part of the
pandanus trees,but not the coconut trees.

How do you know about this? Did you see it yourself? A, I did
not see them .with ny owm eyes, but I learned this from the
real owners of thec trees.

What job did the Jaopanese give you? A. I was looking after
the store for the Japanese,and also I controlled the supply
of rations from the Japanese for the Banabans.

This was at Ocean Isiand? A. Yes.

How many people went to Kusaie? A, There were a lot. The
party was made up of Banabans and BFC labourers.

Did some go to other places? i. Yes.

Where did they go? A. Some of them went to Nauru and others
went to Tarawa.

Wers ary Banabans le L on Ocean Islend? A, Only Tabonteren,
a dociur, and he is «n assistant medical practitioner.
Were any of the BPC workers left on Ocean Island? A.Yes,
What happened to the lepers? A. The lepers also staynd at
Ocean Island, and I heard later that they were either
murdered or drifted away in the sea.

ihen you got to Kusaie,whk=t job did the Japanese give you?
L. I was doing the same job that I did at Ocean Island,lcoking
after thenm in the way of keeping their food and rationing them,

What were the rest of the Banabans doing on Kusaie? A. They were
engaged in planting for the Japanese.

What did you live on? A,Vhen we first arrived we were living
on coconuts and sweet potato,and as time went on we were only

12
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MR ROTAN TITO:
FExamined.

given coconuts and part of the sweet potato ~ the roots
that come out of the -

-the top? A. The thin roots that grow out of the real food,
inddleaves of sweet potatoes. Also we std e our food from the
and.

What happened at the end of the war? A. At the end of the war Mr
Kennedy came to visit us,

ALt that time in what condition were the Banabans? In what
physical condition were they? How was their health?

JUSTICE MEGARRY: Mr Kennedy came to visit them,but where?
What are we talking about? Where this witness is on Kusaie,
or what?

MACDONALID: Yes.
Did Mr Kennedy come to Kusaie? iA. Yes.

£t that time on Kusaie what was the health of the Banabans
like? A. Before Mr Kennedy came there were a number of us
passed away, and when he came a number of us whowre still
alive were getting thinner, and I myself felt very much in need

of food.

What happened when Mr Kennedy came to Kusaie? A, When Mr
Kennedy came to us he talked to us,mentioning the subjectthat
we talked about during the year 1940, about buying the iand in

Fiji,
Where did you go from Kusaie? A, I went to Tarawa.

Were the other Banabans there at Tarawa when you got there?
A, No, I went together with the Banabans from Kusaie, and a

BPC ship brought those who were sent to Nauru.

When you got to Tarawa,did you land? A, Yes,we did land.Those
who came from Nauru,together with us from Kusaie,we all
landed at Tarawa upon arrival. :

How long did you stay in Tarawa? A. I cannot remember exactly.
It was about a week. '

Can you remember what Mr Kennedy said at that time about what
was to happen to you? &, I can remember that Mr Kennedy
told me that he thought it would be a good thing for us to go
to Rabi because our homes at Ocean Island were not then ready.
I passed the message to my fellow Banabans and the only
objection —— not "objection', a different view came from the
younger generation who have been doing special work on Ocean

ISlandn

What did they say? A. Mr Kennedy did not agree with the
younger generation,and he advised them that it would be better
for them to go to Rabi first,cnd then,if they want to come
back to Ocean Island they can comeback later,

13 '
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MR ROTAN TITO:
BExamined.

- I want to get this quite clear: Vere the younger generation

saying they wanted to go back to Ocean Island? A. Yes.

You said that Major Kennedy said that your homes on Ocean
Island were not read;. Wiz that sll he said about your homes?
Why were not they rcady? A. There was nothing further that Mr
Kennedy mentioned. He said our homes have been destroyed by the
Japanese and that the company was not yet in a position to
repair them for us, and Mr Kennedy added that it would be better
if they go and have a look at their new land first and then
later they can come back.

What were your own feelings about this? What did you think the
Banabans should de? 4, I myself did want to go to Fiji with my
intention of having a chance to consult the Governor, but

a nunber of us wanted to go to Banaba.

What happened? L4, We did all go to Rabi in accordance with
the advice of our leader; and also, at that time,there was a
threat that vhoever does not go to Rabi would not get the
money that they normally get at Ocean Island.,

VWho made that threat? A. Mr Kennedy himself.

When you said Just now you went to Rabi on the advice of your
leader, who do you mean by "your leader"? A, Mr Kennedy.

What do you remember of your arrival at Rabi? A, I can
remember that we were very happy to look at the island from
the sea; but when we landed we found that we had one tept
and two or three wooden houses,and also that we were going
to stay under that tent.

When you say you had one tent,do you mean cne tent per family?
A, Tme tent for one family, and there were about two other

wooden houses for the company.

Two other wooder houses for the company? Did you say that?

THE INTERPRETER: Yes,I did say that. "The company" is the company

MR

Q

that was on the island before we landed = a place for probably
their labourers.

MACDONALD: What was the weather like when you landed? A, During
the ~irs* week we had Z1fficulty because during the daytime the
avning is very hot,the tent is very hot; and at nighttime we

felt very cold;and when it was raining the place where we had our
tents became muddy - a swamp. But we slept on these stretchers,

How much rain was there? A, Sometimes it fell one or two days
a week,and sometimes when it pours it can take the whole day
raining.

Were you used to rain like that? A, We were not used to that
amount of rain on (cean Island,but we saw a little of it at
Kusaie,

(Ldjourned for a short time)
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MR, ROTAN TITO:
Examlned,
HacDONALD: Mr. Tofinga 1is resunlng as Interpreter; my Loxrd.

Thae Rabil Island Councll was established by the Banaban Settlement
Ordnance of 1945, Were you a member of that Council? he Yes,

For how lcng? Ae Since the Councll was established, till nows-
I have becn a member exceopt for two years.

For how much of that time havo you been Chalrman?  A. Since that
time until now,

Can you rcmember which werce the two years when you were not a

memnber of the Council? As I do not remember exactly when but
it wos vhen Tebuke returned from scnool., Hae took my placc, and
after then he wanted not to become a member, and that is when I
azgain boecame o mombor. :

Sincec 1945 have you becen back to Banaba? hHe Yes, I have.

dow many times, and do you rcmembor when cach tiuc was?
be I rTemenmver four times pcorhaps, I forget tho year. I remember
the last time, One time wacs 1973. '

Yere the other times before that or since? Ae Beforo.

Perhaps it dccs not matter very nuch. In fpril 1947 do you
remenber ir. Maynard coming to Rabi? A, I remonmbeor,

Could you tell my Lord what you roncmber about Mr. Maynard's
visit? lie I romcmber he camce because agaln he wanted' more land.

Were there any meetings? fie Ycm,

Do you rcmnonber what happened at the neetings? fe I remenbor
that our nain desirc for coming to Rabl wes beocause weo wanted +s
sce the Governor. What hurt our hecarts was that berorsc we saw
the Govcrnor Mr. Meyaord had come ing, and that was the main causc
for our dissatisfaction, c¢vcn myself, My hecart was not happy
and in pcacc.

Do you rcmember what land it was that Iir. Maynard wantcd to
acquirc for mining in 19477 A, He wanted further lands outsidc
of the 150 acres.

Did he have any plan with him? /4. I dild not sec thoa 2% that
tinc, only his explanations or his talk, (Interpreters Litoerally
"his tallking.?)

Is thc Chairman telling ny Lord about the first time Mr, Maynard
canc to Rabl or is hco tclling him about the timo when Mr, Maynard
came in April 1947 and wanted nore lands? /L. I think durins his
socond visit, =

Do you remember signing an agrccment with Mr, Maynard?

Ae I rencabor, but it was not my real heart for ne to write ny
NnaicCe

Would you look at the PD bundle, page 177. Thils is a copy of
the agrecnent which was signed in 1947. I an going to ask you
to translatc certaln parts of it to the Chalrmen and then T shall
askZ hin sone guostions about it. It 1s an agreement between thc
Banaban landowners in Ocean Island and the Britich PhOSphaﬁé t
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MR, ROTAN TITO:
Examined,

Comnissionecrs in the presence of Mr. Holland, Administrative
Officer, Fijl. First, the Banabans agree to transfer to the
Commissioncrs approximately 291 acres of phisphate minlng land
with all trees of whatsoever kind on the land colourcd purple

on drawing 776 annexed hereto. In clause 2 the Commissicnors
agree to pay £200 per acre. for the surface of the good land,

In clavsc (b) the Commissioners agree o pay £55 per acre Tor the
lcss good land, and the company also agrecs to pay a roye_ty of
1/3d. per tone. Do you remember that those were the terms of the
agrecment you signed? A Yos, I rcmember, but I spcak in rcs-
pect of this word annana.' That is the meeting of hearts, or
agrecncnt. I would likce to say sonething furthor on that thing.

You would like to sgy something about the agreement? Plecasec do
80. If you wish to say sometihing morec, plecase do.

A, Becspocting the taking of our land, therc was not any heartfelt
agreciiente Thoere has been this - it is aluost boing forced upon

us -~ the active persuasion on the part of the company and the
Governor for us to part with the land. This happcned over thc

150 acrcs and also over this further acquisition of land or requcst
for further land. They cane forward with a price and actively
persuaded us to accept. '

THE INTERPRETER: Excusc no, my Lord. Tnc Chalrman hag used the

word ®kairoroira®. I think litcrally ®forced® would be more
accurate than “active persuasion.®

THE WITNESS: It was becausc of that that I was told by the old men

that 1t would be bettor to accept thesc terms, for chance they
would scnd us off Rabi, away from Rabiy, and Rabl taken away from
us.

MR, JUSTICE MEGARRY: With regard to the word you had some

difficulty in translating, which was a bit more than Ractive
persuasion® and more like "forced,® would ®coecrcc® be the right
sort of mcaning?

THE INTERPRETER: I think so,

MR, JUSTICE MEGARRY: Is that ncarcr than "actively porsuadc® or

®forccd™?

THE INTERPRETER: I think "cocrcd would be a-bettor word,

MR. MacDONZLD: When you signed the 1947 agrcement, who elsc was

present?

THE INTERPRETER: 3Zxcuse me, when you usc ‘you® there, do you

nean singuwlar or plural?

MR¢ MacDONLLD3; When you, Rotan, werc thore. Lo I think Mr,

Maynard and Captain Holland. Those two I remember,

Qe How nany Banabans?  {i, I think the councillors and some of the

Qe

older nchn.

Did you have an interpreter? L, I remecmber one interpreter
one time, Bauro Raticta, but I an in doubt whether 3Sauro was the
interproter at this particular time,

Q. Was soncbody there to interpret? A, I remember one tinme Tekai

e tll G

Arekibo did intorprotatigg work.
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MR, ROTAN TITO:
Examinrd.

MR, JUSTICE MZIGARRY: If there had not been any intcrprcter there
could HMre laynard and Captain Holland have undersbtood the
Banabang, or could the 3anabans have understood lre Maynard and
Captain Holland? A, Without interpreters they would not under-
stand cach othcr, but I made mentlon of Ratieta’s name because ho
acconpani f"" v, lacduvaniu and Mr. Maudc.

30 IMHe Mg, DONA 8

/I shall bc coning to that in a moment. I do not want you to txy
and rcnember if you cannct the nane of the person who lnterprcted
at the 1947 ncetings, but was therc somcbody thorc who was trans-
lating sc you could undcrstand each other? L, Beforec Bauro
Ratiectn this timc there were some of our boys who could do, qnd
did, intcrprectation work, Tito and Tockal.

Qe Did onc of the boys who could, do the interproting on this
occasion? LAe I do not romeomber oxactly whe did the 1ntcrprut¢"
tion work at that time, Perhaps it was Tito,

Qe But somcbody did? L. Yes.

Q. Before you signed the agreement did you talk to anybody about the
terms which had been offered to you? Le I remember during this
time I was net happy and I did raise, and I oven wrote, certain
argunents against,

Re Agalilnst the proposals?  f. Ycs.

Qe Who did you write to? fis The first. lottor I wroto to. the
Govermient, to Ocean Island, to Barlny and Macdonald, and NMr.
Mande, and on Rabi I think perhaps I wrote to Captain Holland.

Qe Can I ask you this question again, Before you signed the 1047
agreenent did you talk to anybody, apart from the other Banabans,
about the terns which you had been offered? L. Yes, when
Mre Macdonald .and Mr., Maude arrived there were certailn things I
discussed with then. The things I mentlioned to them were aboub
the noncy.

Qo Apart fron Mre Maudce and Mr. Macdonald did you consult anybody
elsc who was not connccted with the Governmont?  A. Perhaps I
roepenbor also that therc were Banabons there, and even Mr, Maynard,
Mr, Holland and Mr, =1llis were theorg whon I ralsed thoso points.

Q. Did youw have any outu?”e help? A« Help in what respect?

Qe Did you have any advice about the torms you had boen offered?
lie Nonc,

MR, JUSTICE MEGLRRY: Theore was nobody to advise you whether they
worce good terms or bad terms, 1s that right? lLie Nothing,. It
was fron our own hearts, we Banabans, Wo did not agree,

MR, MacDONALD: When you say you did not agree, you signed the
agrocncnt, but with reluctance, 1ls that right? He Yes,

Qe HMr. Maude and Mr, Macdonald ceame to Rabi at the beginning of

Moy 1947, Do you rcnicmber them coming at that tine?
Le I do renmember their coming but I have forgotton the nmonth,.

17
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MR, ROTAN TITO:
Examined.

Qe Why did they come? What did they want? A. One cause for one of
their visits wae they wanted to know the hecarts of the Banabans
respecting Rabi, Then another causc was because there was
something heppening between myself and Kennedy.

Qe Thalt was on earlior muecting. It was the meceting when they
wanted to know about the hearts of the Banabans I want to ask you
about, Will you tecll my Lord what happencd on that occasion when
thoy came to ask you about Rabi? A, A, Thelr heart's desire
was they wanted Rabi, but thoy also wanted to return to Ccean
Island. During the discussion anothcr thought caze upe. Some
wanted Rabi. During thesc dilscussions onc thought camc up.
They wanted to go back to Ocean Island, They did not want Rabi.
The wviomen and others wanted Rabl.

Q. What advice did M»r., Macdonald or Mr. Maude glve you? A. Ve
asked them at that time if we could go back to Ocecan Islandy as
our dwelling places or dwelling houscs on Rabl were not quite
ready. Thoere was a word of advicc because thoy were frightencd
in casc vic go back to Ocean Island and do not return to Rabi,
They then sald that quite a number want to buy Rabl, and becausec
we wore frightcned of that we agreed that we stay.

Qs I am sorry, I am not following.

THE INTERPRETER: May I put in parcnthesis there; that ®frightened
of that® conveys the meaning they were frightencd in casc somc
other pecople bought the island of Rabi.

MR, MacDOWALD: Could you ask Mr. Rotan to tcll us more' about what
it was that frightened them, because that I do not guite
understand, Ae Wo were frightconed because thoy said if wo
do not agrec to our staying on on Rebi, then others will take it
through purchasc, :

Q. So Jdhey told you if you did not stay on Rabil 1t would be sold to
otheors, is that right?

MRs MacCRINDOLE: That was not what he said. I qulte agree what
he 1s saylng is very confusing, but I do not understand him to
say that.

MR. MacDONALD: My Lord, I wonder if I could have read back the
last answor?

MR. JUSTICE liEGARRY: would the shorthand writer read back the last
answar?

The shorthand writcr then reads "We were frightcenod
because they said if we do not agree to our staying on
on Rabl, then others will take it through purchasc,.®)

MR, acDONALD: When you say others will take it through purchasc
what preciscly do you mecan by that? Ae The meaning of that
word is Mr. Maude told us if we do not want to stay on Rabi, but
we want to roturn more to Occan Island - that is, not return for
good, buf rcturn morc - there arc others who would like to buy
Rabi, and that 1s what we were frightened of, because we have
agrecd that we want Rabi. We wanted Rabl, and then we also
wanted just to return to Ccoan Island. (Interpreters This
is the phrase of return for a short period of tine to Ocean
Island,) 18
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MR, MacDONALD: If you decilded to stay on Edﬁé was anything sald as

ME. ROTAN TITO:
Examined,.

MR. JUSTICE MEGARRY: Return to visit Ocean Island? he YeS.

.'to what would happen about Ocean Island? A, Nothing we heard
that time, Ocean Island was really our own island.

5t

Qs Was a vote taken on what should be done?

THE INTERPRETER: lay I put it another way? Moy I have your
question again?

MR, MacDONZLD: My gueostion was: was a vote taken as to what should
be done? If you wish to put it another way, would you tell my
Lord what other way you arc going to put it, so my Lord knows?

THE INTERERETER: The other way was “ralsing of hands."
MR, JUSTICE MEGARRY: Is there not a Gilbertose word for ®vote®?
THE INTERPRETER: Right now at the moment I do not rcmember,

MR, JUSTICE EGLRRY: Would you like the question to be put in tho
form of "ralsing of hands®?

MR, BROWKE~WILKINSON: With respect, it would be rather confusing,
because the voting was not by ralsing of hands, I think there
were ballot papers, I do not know if the other interpreter
could heclp out.

MR, JUSTICE MEGARRY: Iz there a Gilbertesc word for ®votc"
which you know of?
AL A,

MR. TAKO# (Interpreter): The only way to put it is to sey 1t in some
words likc ®This seclectlon by writing a name on a hidden
paper: ™

MR, JUSTICE MZEGLARRY: Could you try putting it in some way such
as that, and then tell us, after you have put it to the witness
and he has gilven his answcr, what way you put it to him,

THE INTERPRETIR: The question is; was therc a vote taken on Rabi
about Occan Island?

MRe MacDONALD: fLbout what should happen, whether they should stay
oY &0 Ae There was,

Q. Will you tc¢ll us about it? Will you tell my Lord what happenocd?
Do YCSe Those who proferrcd Rabl won. The najority wanted
Rabi,  Tho others --- (The witness waved his hand,)

Qe Would you look at page 179 of the PD bundle? L. Yeos,

Qe Could you explain to + Rotan that this is a statenent of the
British Governnent's/intentions? Will you then please translate
to him this passagcd and then I will ask hin questions about it.
Will you ozplaii/ﬁﬁat you are going to do that? N. Yes.

.",..
.‘f.

A; nobher ¢ © Py 19
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MR, ROTAN TITO:
Examined.

Qe I will rcad it in English, and thcn will you translate o sentence
at a tinc. ¥“The following is a stateoment of the intentions of
the CGoveriment with regard to the future of the Banaban conmunity
on Rabl Isiand, with .pcoial refercnce to their lands and funds
and other natters incidental thceroto, and is drawn up on the

understanding, which the majority of the Banabans hercinafter
affim, that they dcsirc to residc on Rabi and rogard it as thelr
headquarters and home,®

Could you bturn to page 73 of bundle 39, Is that a Gilbertese
translation of what you have Jjust becen translating?

MR, JUSTICE MEGARRY:s That is a question to you, Mr. Interpretcr.

THE INTERPRETER: Yecs, it is, but not in cxact words.

MR, MacDONIALLD: Do you have page 179 of the PD btundle open? If
you look at then side by side I would ask you to look at the
paragiaph which is numbered one. You sece the haading (a), as
regards lands on Ocean Island, and therc is a paragraph numbered
ONCe Would you recad that first of all to yourseclf in English,

and then in Gilbertesc, and tell mc whether it is an accurate
translation of the English?

THE INTERPRETER: It is,

MRe MacDONALD: Would you look at paragraph 2?

THE INTERPRETER: It is, I am sorry I have been 8o longs

MR, MacDONALD: Would you ask Mr. Rotan to rcad the paragraphs
nunbered onc and two in the Gllbertcese version to himself,
plesse? fAe L1 1s truoe,

(Continued on next page.)
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MR ROTAN TITO:
Examined.

Q Do you remember seeing this document at the fime when Mr ... o
JMoore and Mr Macdonald were on the island? A. I remember. It
was prepared during thet time,

MR JUSTICE MEGARRY: I do not know whether you want to put to the
witness page 77?2

MR MACDONALD: Yes, I did wish to do that. A. It was prepared
by them.

MR MACDONALD: My Lord,pefore I do that I wanted to put to
him the bottom of page 8l; but before I do even that,lMr

Rotan has becen rubbing his legs and I wondered if your Lord-
ship would kindly adjourn.

MR JUSTICE MEGARRY: Yes,indeed.

(After a short adjournment):

in the PD bundle

MR MACDONALD: I would ask you to compare the English in para.l4,/
at the bottom of page 181, with the Gilbertese version in the
middle of page 76, in Vol.39. Would you tell my Lord whether
the Gilbertese and Inglish versions agree?

THE INTERPRETER: Basically they agree,but I notice that the
Gilbertese version has been translated in such a way as to
convey the thought in two sentences. l

MR MACDONALD: But there is no significant difference in the
meaning? A. No.

Q Would you read para.l4 in the Gilbertese version?

MR JUSTICE MEGARRY: Mr Interpreter,even when you are simply speak-
ing to the witness would you keep your voice up so that all

can hear you.
THE WITNESS: It is true.

MR MACDONALD: Now would you look at page 77, Is the passage
below the line on page 77 a translation of the top paragraph

on page 183 of the PD bundle?
THE INTERPRETER: That is a true translation.

MR MACDONALD (to the witmess): Would you read that? A, This is
tiue,

Q Did you attach importance to the parts of the statement
which you have read? A. Yes,these were things that were done
for us when we arrived at Rabi, The real thincs that wee in
ny heart,about which I wanted to approach the Governor and the
Government of Great Britain, were not done by this time, Ve
are here because we are asking for help.

@ Do you wish to make any comment about the provision which you
have read,which says that you may visit Banaba if the shipping
is available and live there? A. Yes.

2k



PR

MR ROTAN TITO:
Exanined,

Do you want to say any more about it than that? A. In reply to
that, we still want our island, Ocean Island. It was because

of the war we were taken off and eventually arrived in Rabi,
and this brought us nearer what was in my mind about
approaching the Governor,that it was the intention that the
Banabans would still return to their island.

When you say that, that"it was the intention of the Banabans
still to return to the island,and we still want our island,
Ocean Island",are you speaking about today or about 194772

A, It is still our thought to return to Ocean Island up until
today, the difficulty being the facilities to return to Ocean
Island and our being prevented to get to Ccean Island. Another
difficulty respecting our return to Ocean Island is in
connection with the mining of our land, where we have been
coerced into its being mined.

I understand you to say that today you still want to go back
to Ocean Island. VWhat were your feelings in 19477 A, They
were the same,

JUSTICE MEGARRY: You say you are being prevented from getting
to Ocean Island. WVho is preventing you?

A.. This word about our being prevented, this is a word

that we have been prevented from going back to Ocean Island
because it is said the Gilbert & ElILce Government put it out
in such a way as the island has been bought as if the price
was Rabi and Ocean Island. This news has been mentioned all
along that Rabi is our Island and Ocean Island has been
exchanged for Rabi,

LeQUESNE: I understood the witness to be saying something then
which might be of concern to me. I found it very difficult to
follow. I wonder if it could be read back?

(The last answer was read out)

JUSTICE MEGARRY: I leave it to you, but at the moment I do not
understand the "prevented" part.

LeQUESNE: Neither do I.

MACDONALD: When you talk of being prevented from going rack,
has anybody physically tried to stop you? A. Jone has been
prevented. The real thing about our being prevented from
going back to Ocean Island is because they want our phosphate,
in order that the Gilbert & Ellce have the money from it.

When you talk about being prevented, are you talking about
what you understand to be the attitude of the Gilbert &
Ellice Island Government for the future? A. I raised this
earlier,because they said that Rabi is ours and Ocean
Island is theirs.

JUSTICE MEGARRY: Who said that? A. No one that I know of,
vhose words they actually are; but this I heard,it is word

22



5 8

Q
MR
MR

MR
MR

MR ROTAN TITO:
Examined.

from the Government of the Gilbert & Ellice. It tells its
people that our lanc is Rabi and theirs is Ocean Island.

Is this a recent development? Is this something you have only
heard about recently? A, Yes, Ve came to hear of this on Rabi
when we were discussing the price of our phosphate.

Is this a rumour which you heard from the Gilbert & Ellice
Islands? A. Yes, it is a rumour that is doing the rounds,
going around, that they are holding Ocean Island as their own
and Rabi is our land, That is one of the words we would like
to make clear,or to put right,with the Gilbert & Ellice.

Did you recently nmeet with Leaders of the Gilbert & Ellice
Islands people on the Island of Nauru? A, Yes.

Vas anything said at that meeting about to whom the land on
Ocean Island belcnged? A. Yes; but they changed the word about
Rabi takes the place of Ocean Island: they put it to us

another way, that Ocean Island was part of the Colony. To my
understanding that is the changed form of that word. ;

MACDONALD: I do not know that I can really assist in clarifying
the matter any further. I do not think it forms any part of my
case,and so I will leave it to my friends to ask further
guestions abottit.

JUSTICE MEGARRY: Yes,indeed.

MACDONALD: Then I would ask you to take Bundle 40. Do you
rememnber a time in 1948 when Mr Ellis and Mr Maynard came to
Rabi for a visit? .. I remember.

it that time did the Rabi Council have a meeting with Mr
Mernard? A,Ye,, there was a meeting.

Did you ask Mr Maynard if he could let you have copiles of any
documents? A, In respect of -?

I am not allowed to suggest the answers you are to give,so can
we try again. ., I remember speaking to Mr Maynard about Banaban
funds., I remember about the price per ton at that time in

1900, 1913 and 1931,

Was this a meeting at which Mr Ellis was present? A.Yes.
MLCDONALD: Mr Tofinga, would you look at page 42 of Bundle 407
JUSTICE MEGARRY: I shall have to rise shortly,so do not embark
upon anything very lengthy. :
MACDONALD: I would prefer to do the embarking tomorrow morning.
JUSTICE MEGARRY: It might be better.

(The witness withdrew)

(Adjourned to tomorrow morning at 10,30)
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