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ADVERTISEMENT.

A Committee of the House of Commons
was appointed in the session of 1833, and
renewed in that of 1835, ' to consider what
measures ought to be adopted with regard
to the native inhabitants of countries where
British Settlements are made, and to the
neighbouring Tribes, in order to secure to
them the due observance of justice, and
the protection of their rights ; to promote
the spread of civilization among them, and
to lead them to the peaceful and voluntary-
reception of the Christian Religion." Be-
fore this Committee the Secretaries of the
severa Missionary Societies were officidly
summoned by the Chairman, T. F. Buxton,
Esg., to give evidence on certain topics
comprised within the inquiries referred to
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the Committee. Circumstances prevented
some of the parties summoned from attend-
ing. The evidence of those who did at-
tend refers chiefly to the following points :

|. Acts of cruelty and oppresson com-
mitted by Europeans on the natives, and
encroachment on their territories, or dimi-
nution of their population.

1. Measures recommended for the pro-
tection of the natives, and their mora and
sociad improvement.

I1l. Whether the experience of the
several Societies led to the belief that it
would be advisable to begin with civiliza-
tion in order to introduce Christianity, or
with Christianity in order to lead to civili-
zation.

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS CONSTITUTED
THE COMMITTEE.

THOMAS F. BUXTON, Esq. JOSEPH PEASE, Esq. Jun.

JOHN HARDY, Esq. EDWARD BAINES, Esq.
BENJ. HAWES, Esq. Jun. ANDREW JOHNSTONE, Esq.
JOHN BAGSHAWE, Esq. CHARLES HINDLEY, Esq.
SIR RUFANE DONKIN, JOHN P. PLUMPTRE, Esq.
EDWARD HOLLAND, Esq. HENRY WILSON, Esq.
C. LUSHINGTON, Esq. COLONEL THOMPSON.

SIR GEO. GREY, Bart.

On the 12th of Feb. 1836, MR. HARDY was discharged
from his attendance, and WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE,
Esq. appointed in his place.
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The evidence laid before the Committee
having now been printed by order of the
House of Commons, it has appeared to
many friends of Missions, that it would be
advantageous that that part of it should be
published separately for general circula-
tion, which was given by the Secretaries
of the Missionary Societies who were ex-
amined,—hence the appearance of the pre-
sent volume. It is conceived that this
evidence embodies a series of facts derived
from the proceedings of modern Protestant
Missions, calculated to evince their beni-
ficent influence in promoting the temporal
well-being of man, as well as in imparting
to him theinestimably greater blessing of
eternal life through faith in the merits of a
crucified Redeemer. In deference to the
judgment of friends thus expressed, the
Secretaries of the three Missionary Soci-
eties who were examined have been in-
duced to lay the present volume before the
public. To their own evidence, they
have added extracts from the evidence of
other witnesses, illustrating the influence of
Christianity in promoting civilization.

It will be seen that there was a very
general concurrence in the views of the
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Secretaries examined, as to the tendency
and efficacy of Christianity to civilize man-
kind, and to promote their socid well-
being. This is the more worthy of notice,
as there was no sort of concert between
them antecedently to the delivery of their
evidence. This co-incidence in their evi-
dence, tends therefore to substantiate the
important fact—that there is no means so
effectua, under the Divine blessing, to
benefit man for the life that now is, as well
as for that which is to come, as " THE GLO-
RIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GOD."

D. C.
J. B.
W. E.

March 2, 1837.
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REPORT.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to con-
sider what measures ought to be adopted
with respect to the Native Inhabitants
of Countries where British Settlements
aremade, and to the neighbouring tribes,
in order to secure to them the due ob-
servance of justice and the protection of
their rights; to promote the spread of
Civilization among them, and to lead
them to the peaceful and voluntary re-
ception of the Christian Religion ; and to
whom the Minutes of Evidence of the
Committee of last Session were referred ;
and who were empowered to report the
Minutes of the Evidence taken before
them, together with their Observations

B
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thereupon, from time to time, to the
House :—have, pursuant to the Order of
the House, examined the mattersto them
referred, and have agreed to the follow-
ing REPORT.

Your Committee have proceeded to take
Evidence, and their Inquiries have ex-
tended to Southern Africa, the Canadas,
Newfoundland, New South Wales and
Van Diemen's Land. They have aso re-
ceived some information relative to New
Zealand and the South Sea Islands, which
countries, though not British possessions,
are continually visited by subjects of Great
Britain, and on which many of them reside.

As a portion of the Evidence is not yet
printed, your Committee find it impossible
to prepare a well-digested Report.

Your Committee, therefore, suggest the
propriety of directing the Evidence to be
printed for the information of the House,
and of re-appointing the Committee early
in the next Session, in order that they may
then consider and report upon the very
important subject committed to their in-
vestigation. An opportunity will then be
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aforded of receiving evidence, if tendered,
with the view of meeting any allegations
aready made, which may appear incul-
patory ; the discretion being reserved of
admitting or rejecting such evidence, ac-
cording as the Committee shall or shall not
deem it to bear advantageously upon the
purposes of their inquiry.

Your Committee are prepared at present
to say no more than that the question is
one which merits the most careful attention,
and that they believe it will not be difficult
to devise a system of intercourse with un-
civilized nations more consonant to justice
and humanity, more in unison with the
high character which Great Britain ought
to maintain, and more conducive to her
real interests, than that which has been
hitherto adopted.

August, 1836.



THE ABORIGINES.

MONDAY, JUNE 6, 1836.

Membeas  present.
MR.T. FOWELL BUXTON MR. WILSON.
MR. CHARLES LUSHINGTON. MR. ANDREW JOHNSTON.
SIR RUFANE DONKIN. MR. HOLLAND.

MR. T. FOWELL BUXTON, IN THE CHAIR.

Dandeson Coates, Esg., Secretary of the Church
Missionary Society;, The Rev. John Beecham,
Secretary of the Wedeyan Missionary So-
ciety; The Rev. William Ellis, Secretary of
the London Missionary Society; called in,
and examined.

ToMR.COATES.—Have any acts of cruelty
and oppression committed by Europeans on the
natives been reported to you by persons upon
whom you can place reliance ?

There have. There are two facts more par-
ticularly which | would submit to the Committee.
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One of them is a transaction which took place in
Cook's Straits, in 1830. The transaction itself
is detailed in a letter, a copy of which | hold in
my hand, from the Rev. Samuel Marsden, senior
chaplain in New South Wales, to General Darl-
ing, then the governor of the colony. It relates
the circumstances at considerable length, as they
were collected by Mr. Marsden, at Sydney, from
two New Zealand chiefs—one of them Ahu,
brother of the chief whose murder is related in
the letter. The Committee, probably, will think
it undesirable for me to read the document at
length. | may observe, briefly, that it was the
conduct on the part of the master of a British
vessel, the Elizabeth, which was a flax trader in
that part of New Zealand. This person, with a
view to further his procuring a cargo, invited a
chief, his family, and many of his people, on
board his ship, from a tribe hostile to that with
which he was carrying on his commercia trans-
actions, and under an engagement to massacre
those individuals if the tribe with whom he was
trading would supply them with a certain quan-
tity of flax. In the event, he did induce many
of that tribe, and some of their chiefs, to go on
board, and many of them were massacred.

4270. MR.LUSHINGTON.—Do you know the
name of the master ?

The name of the individual was——.

If | may be permitted, | would read an extract
from the letter, commencing at the period when
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the New Zealanders were induced to go on board
the ship.

At length the captain, by his attention and promises, pre-
vailed with him to go into the boat. He took with him his
youngest brother, Ahu, (who is now with me, and whom
your Excellency saw at Sydney,) and two of his daughters,
young girls: two canoes attended him on board, laden with
flax. When the boat came alongside, the chief had two
marees, (which are hand-weapons of war, always used by
the New Zealanders: they are generally made of stone
sometimes of hard wood ;) the captain took one of the
marees from him, and Mr. the other. When they
came upon deck, the captain desired Ahu to go forward
to the forecastle. The captain then took hold of the chief's
hand in a friendly manner, and conducted him and his two
daughters into the cabin : shewed him the muskets, how
they were arranged round the sides of the cabin. When all
was prepared for securing the chief, the cabin door was
locked, and the chief was laid hold on, and his hands were
tied fast; at the same time a hook, with a cord to it, was
struck through the skin of his throat, under the side of his
jaw, and the line fastened to some part of the cabin ; in this
state of torture he was kept for some days, until the vessel
arrived at Kappetee. One of his children clung fast to her
father and cried aloud. The sailors dragged her from her
father, and threw her from him; her head struck against
some hard substance, which killed her on the spot. Ahu,
who had been ordered to the forecastle, came as far as the
capstan, and peeped through into the cabin, and saw his
brother in the state above-mentioned. The captain told
him he would not kill him, but he should be his slave, and
he would take him to England with him. After the chief
was secured, the boat was sent on shore, and brought off
the ten muskets and the two casks of powder. The chief's
wife and two of the chief's sisters came with her in the boat,
not knowing what had happened to Moweeterrane. The
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men that came off in the two canoes when the chief came
were all killed, and the women who were with them. They
had 100 baskets of flax with them, which were received on
board the vessel. Several more canoes came off also with
flax, and the people were all killed by the natives of Kap-
petee, who had been concealed on board for the purpose,
and the sailors who were on deck, who fired upon them
with their muskets.'

This case was investigated by Governor Darl-
ing, in consequence of Mr. Marsden's communi-
cation to him, and means employed to bring the
captain to punishment ; but | understand the
prosecution failed for want of evidence. The
result was, that notwithstanding the atrocity and
notoriety of the transaction, the guilty party
escaped punishment.

4271. Do you conceive that the want of evi-
dence arose from the circumstance that persons
were unwilling to give information upon the sub-
ject, or that it arose from this, that there was no
person upon the spot in the neighbourhood repre-
senting the British Government, who could im-
mediately have entered into an investigation of
the circumstances of the case ?

There was, probably, no European in that part
of New Zealand, except those actually engaged
in the transaction. The part where it occurred is
remote from the spot where the resident, Mr.
Bushy, is situated.

4272. Was Mr. Bushy there at the time ?

| think not; | think it was prior to his appoint-
ment.
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4273. Have you the date of this transaction ?

Every date is stated in the paper relative to
the transaction, which | will deliver in to the
Committee.

(No. 1)

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. S. Marsden to D. Coates,
Esq., dated Parramatta, September 10, 1832.

| forward to you the letter, or rather copies, which |
wrote to General Darling relative to New Zealand. Ahu,
the young chief mentioned in this letter, lived with me from
his arrival in New South Wales. He was an exceedingly
fine youth, about 16 years old, and was eye-witness to the
horrid murders which were committed by the united force
of the Europeans and the natives upon his family and tribe.
The young man grieved much for the loss of his friends, and
gradually pined away, till death removed him. He died in
my house, in October, 1831, much lamented by us all.

COOK'S STRAITS MASSACRE.
Rev. S. Marsden to Governor Darling.

Parramata, April 18, 1831.
May it please your Excellency,
THE following is a statement given by Ahu, the youngest
brother of the chief Moweeterrane, of the murders com-
mitted at Takou, by the natives of Kappetee and the Euro-
peans belonging to the brig——, and Ware, the chief of
the Bay of Islands.

Kappetee is a native settlement, situated on the west side
of New Zealand, not far from Mount Egmont, at or near
Cook's Straits. The name of the chief is Koropora ; at this
settlement there is a good harbour for ships. Takou is
another native settlement, situated on the middle island,

B 5
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and the south side of the Straits; the name of the chief of
Takou was Mowesterrane.

Some few years ago, a chief belonging to Kappetee, named
Tippahee, or Tupai Lupa, as heis sometimes called, went
on board a ship (' Urania’) that was on the coast, and would
not leave her; he was so anxious to see England. On his
way to Europe, he visted South America, and weas both at
Lima and Rio de Janeiro, in a Liverpool vessd, which
landed him in Liverpool, where he met with very many
friends. He vidted al the principa towns in England, and
aso the city of London. He returned to New South Wales
in the same ship that our present postmester (Mr. Ray-
mond) came out in.  On his arrival, he came to Parramata,
and gave me an account of his travels. He brought with
him consderable property. After some time he returned
to Kappetee to his friends; he was not long at Kappetee
before he crossed the Straits, and landed on the middle
idand, and visited Takou ; and on his third visit to Takou
he was killed by the natives there, in consequence of some
difference between the chiefs of Kappetee and the people of
Takou. After hisdeath his brother came to Parramatta, and
informed me that Tippahee had been killed at Takou. Not
long after, four chiefs came to Parramatta from Kappetee :
| introduced them to your Excellency at Parramatta. They
were invited into the drawing-room : Mrs. Darling and the
children came in to see them. They sat down on the carpet,
and Mrs. Darling directed the servant to bring in a sweet
cake, which was given to them. The head chief, Koropora,
was one of them. Since Tippahee, their friend and rela
tion, was killed, the natives of Kappetee have been anxious
to obtain satisfaction for his death, according to the custom
of their country.

When the —— arrived at Kappetee, the chief, Koropora,
had got a quantity of flax for sde; he offered it to Captain
——, if he would go to Takou and apprehend Mowesterrane,
and deliver him up at Kappetee. To this Capt. agreed,
or Mr——, who appeared to have been an active agent in
these horrid transactions. When the above arrangement
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was settled, the captain of the——sailed from Kappetee,
taking with him two chiefs and about fifty men as a protec-
tion. On their arrival at the harbour of Takou, the vessel
was anchored, and the captain went on shore in his boat.
The first person he met with was a very old man, sitting
on the ground, smoking his pipe. This old man was the
father of Moweeterranne. The captain went up to him and
spoke to him in a kind manner, and stroked his head, saying
at the same time ' Poor old man, poor old man." He then
inquired of the old man where the head chief was : he re-
plied that he was in the flax-ground with the women, who
were dressing flax. The captain desired him to send a boy
to cal him, which he did. The captain had brought ten
muskets and two casks of powder with him, which were car-
ried up to the chief's house, to put him off his guard, as the
natives state. When the chief arrived, the captain received
him in a most friendly manner, and invited him to go on
board, and promised him some muskets and powder. When
the chief learned that the vessel had come from Kappetee, he
hesitated much, and wished to know what the captain
wanted with him on board ; he told him he had plenty
of muskets and powder, and he wanted to give him some ;
and he had already sent ten to his house.

[Here follows the passage quoted in reply to
Question 4270. The letter then proceeds
thus.—]

After these natives had been cut off, two white men
were observed to |leave the shore in a canoe with two na-
tives. The boat with sailors, and the canoe belonging to
the natives who had been murdered, were manned with the
people of Kappetee, who were ordered on shore to kill al
the inhabitants they could find. They were directed to
keep out of the way of the two white men who were coming
to the vessel. When they arrived they went on deck, as
they had brought some hogs to exchange for tea, sugar, &c.



12

When they saw the situation of the chief, they cried much.
The captain wanted the natives who were on board to Kill
them, and told them if they did not they would go to Port
Jackson, and tell the Governor, and he would send and Kill
them. But the natives said they would not kill the white
men : they did not like to kill them. These men had been
with the chief of Takou some time ; they had each of them
a wife, and one had two children. The name of one of
them is ' Jem," and the other ' Charley." They were both

brought to Sydney in the——, but returned to Takou the
first opportunity. The evidence of these Europeans, if it
could be got, would be very material. Ahu reports that
the parties who went on shore murdered many of the na-
tives ; the poor old man was also killed ; none escaped but
those who fled into the wood. Mr. told Ware that
he had shot five persons. The bodies of those who were
killed on shore were dressed, and taken on board to eat.
When they had got all the flax on board, the vessel sailed
for Kappetee, with the chief, his wife and two sisters.
When they arrived, they were killed, and their bodies
dressed on shore, and sent on board in baskets.

I have no doubt but the truth or falsehood of these state-
ments may be fully established, for they were not done in
private, and there are many Europeans both at Takou
and Kappetee. At Takou, Mr. has long had an estab-
lishment. The above account is correct, as far as | can
obtain it from the two chiefs Ware and Ahu, as far as |
can understand them. If necessary, they may be examined
by any person who understands the language better than |
do. | believe this statement will be found in point of fact
correct. Mr. Shepherd has been confined to his room, from
having an operation performed in one of his eyes. With all
due respect | submit the whole to your Excellency's consi-
deration, not doubting but your Excellency will afford every
protection you can do to the natives against the acts of vio-
lence committed by the Europeans upon them.

(Signed) SAMUEL MARSDEN.
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Additional Observations on the Destruction of the Natives
of Takou, by the Rev. S Marsden, dated Parramatta,
18th April, 1831.

On the——'s return from the southern, the captain put
into the Bay of Islands. Young Mr. was on board,
and Ahu, the youngest brother of Moweeterrane. Ware,
one of the principal chief's of the Bay of Islands, was well
acquainted with Mr. ,as Mr. had lived in hisvil-
lage several years when aboy. Ware had an interview with
Mr. and Ahu.  Mr. stated to Ware all the cir-
cumstances that had occurred at Takou and Kappetee, and
how the natives of Takou were murdered aongside the
and on shore, by the natives of Kappetee and the
Europeans, and that he had shot five natives himself. This
account was confirmed by Ahu, and fully believed by the
natives of the Bay of Islands. The chiefs there were
greatly incensed against the master of the , and it was
determined by them to send Ware to Port Jackson, to ac-
quaint your Excellency. When he had informed me for
what purpose he had come, | introduced him and Ahu to
your Excellency, on Thursday last. A chief named Wai-
katto, who married the sister of Ware, accompanied the
late chief Shungee to England, in the year 1821. They
were both introduced to his late Maesty George the
Fourth, and to his late Royal Highness the Duke of York.
Both made them valuable presents. His Majesty told
them they must not kill any of his subjects when they
visited New Zealand, and they promised to obey the King's
commands; at the same time the Europeans were not to
kill the New Zealanders. The complaint which the chiefs
wish to prefer to your Excellency is grounded upon the
violation of the above agreement with his late Majesty.
Ware comes as their representative. He wishes to know
what right the Europeans have to interfere with the native
tribes ; he contends that it is unjust in the Europeans to
join any party at war ; that the Europeans have plenty of
arms and ammunition which the New Zealanders have not;
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these arms and ammunition will aways give the parties
they join a superior advantage over their enemies in atime
of war. The late horrid transactions at Takou have created
great anxiety in the minds of the natives in general, and
they look for redress and protection to the British Govern-
ment, according to the promise made by his late Magjesty
to Wiakatto and Shungee.

I have no doubt but your Excellency will see the abso-
lute necessity of taking some measures for bringing the
authors of the late murders to punishment. The act of
the Europeans in killing the natives at Takou can be con-
sidered in no other light than an act of wilful murder, and
in this light the natives consider it; and their law is life
for life. Until the natives are satisfied that protection will
be afforded them, the Europeans who are there, or may
hereafter visit those islands, will not be safe. In order to
prevent future evils, | am most decidedly of opinion that
some person should be resident in the island, to whom the
natives can appeal for redress.

4274. MR. LUSHINGTON. Are you aware
that evidence might have been forthcoming at
Sydney, but that means were taken to suppress
that testimony ?

Evidence unquestionably might have been
forthcoming from the parties engaged in the
transaction; and | understand that every effort
was made to obtain that evidence, but that
through some means, of which I, of course, am
not cognizant, that evidence was not forthcoming
at the period appointed for the trial.

4275. You are not aware that any undue
means were used for the purpose of preventing
that evidence from being brought forward?
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| have that impression, certainly; in fact, that
was assigned as the only reason why the convic-
tion did not take place.

4276. CHAIRMAN. YOU have this statement
upon the high authority of Mr. Marsden ?

Yes, in an officid letter to Governor Darling.

4277. Have you any other cases to state ?

One other, in New Zealand, which relates
to a transaction that took place in the Bay of
Islands, in the month of March, 1830, was
a war between two native tribes, incited by
the master of an English vessel then in the Bay,
the———, Captain—— It is related in a
letter from Mr. Richard Davis, a missionary
catechist of the Church Missionary Society in
New Zealand.

[The Witness read the Letter, asfollows]

March 6th.—Alas! what a day of horror and distress this
has been! Last night we left the contending parties ap-
parently desirous of making peace ; they were sitting about
a mile distant from each other. The defensive party,
which was composed of the natives of the bay, and of a
few people from Taiamia, was sitting at their own place, at
Kororarika, which is the harbour for shipping. The other
party, who were the assailants, was sitting in Poroa Bay,
and consisted of the late Shunghee's party, the natives from
Waimate, Rangihoua, and other tribes. As there are not
more than two miles of water between us and Kororarika,
by the help of our glasses we saw the assailants come over
to the village this morning early ; but from the conversation
we had with both parties yesterday we hoped they were
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come over only to make peace; consequently we did not
go to Kororarika. About an hour after we saw them come
to the village we heard them firing, and distinctly saw they
were firing in a horizontal direction ; and, concluding they
were fighting, we launched our boat, and went over to the
shipping. As the Royal Sovereign, Captain King, was
lying not more than 200 or 300 yards from the scene of
action, we went to his ship. | went on board, but Mr.
Williams went on shore and landed, and endeavoured to
stop the fighting, but was obliged to retreat to his boat, as
a very brisk fire was kept up by both parties. This was a
hazardous attempt on the part of Mr. Williams, as he was
in much danger of being shot. The deck of the Royal
Sovereign presented a woful spectacle of horror and despair.
Many of the wounded men had been brought on board,
and were lying on the deck in a mangled state. The sur-
geon was employed dressing their wounds, assisted by as
many of the people as could be spared. Over and above
the wounded, there were a great number of women and
children, who had fled on board, from the village, for pro-
tection. | stayed on board, at the urgent request of the
captain, to assist him in the management of the natives,
&c. Asthe native village was expected to give way, and
the natives to fly to the shipping for protection, and as they
were likely to be followed there by the victors, the ships
were put in a posture of defence, and the worst prepared
for. But | had not been long on board before the assail-
ants gave way, and fled in all directions. On seeing this |
went on shore, accompanied by Captains King and Dean.
The sight was dreadful; as nearly one hundred people were
killed and wounded. Soon after we went on shore the
assailants were permitted to come and carry away their
dead and wounded chiefs, but the bodies of their dead slaves
they left behind. As one of the bodies left behind was the
body of a chief, but one of little note, one of the chiefs of
the village ran out and with a hatchet cut the body open,
and took out a small piece of the liver. This, they told me,
was for the New Zealand god. After having visited both
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parties, and remained with them till near midnight, we re-
turned home, much fatigued.

March 7th, Sunday. A great part of the morning was
spent in dressing the wounded which had been brought to
the settlement.  In the afternoon the natives of Kororarika
set their village on fire, and came to our settlement. The
poor creatures were full of terror and dismay; they were
indeed as sheep without a shepherd ; they did not know
where to go or what to do. The assailants, although they
had removed from Paroa in the morning, were still in sight,
encamped at Matorua. We told them we could not let
them stay at our place, because, by so doing, we should
draw the whole army upon us. This, they said, they were
well aware of, and accordingly left us in the evening and
went up the river. This was indeed a distressing day;
nothing but the immediate presence of God will satisfy the
soul in trials like these.

March 8. This morning the natives came from down the
river again to our settlement. Not having settled what to
do, or where to go, one said one thing, and another, another.
One said, ' Let us go there,' and another said, ' That place
won't do, let us go to another." But after they had stayed
with us nearly the whole of the day, and had heard from us
that we intended to use every effort in order to make peace
as speedily as possible, they seemed a little cheerful. In
my conversation with them, | told them that | expected
Mr. Marsden in the bay every hour, and that if he came
he would also use every effort in order to restore peace
among them. Just as | had finished speaking to them
about Mr. Marsden, a vessel was reported, and the poor
creatures eagerly asked if it were Mr. Marsden. | told
them | thought it was ; and having stayed till one of our
boats had boarded the vessel, and given the signal that Mr.
Marsden was on board, they all got into our canoes, and
went cheerfully away to look out for a suitable place in
which to fortify themselves. About three o'clock Mr. Mars-
den and Miss Mary Marsden safely landed at our settle-
ment, to the greatjoy of us all. 0 that the Lord may bless
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his aged servant while he remains with us, and make him a
blessing to us and to our poor natives !—This day, the 18th.—
A great part of our time since my last date has been taken
up in visiting the assembled parties, in order to endeavour
to bring about a reconciliation, and conclude peace between
them. This, through mercy has been effected, and peace is
once more so far restored among us. As you will no doubt
hear the particulars of all our movements, and the manner
in which the disastrous affair came to a conclusion, from
Mr. Marsden, | beg leave to refer you to his commu-
nications for information.  According both to European

and native report, the master of the———has been the
cause of all this mischief. | hope the Lord will so over-
rule affairs that this enemy to all goodness may never come
to the South Seas again. His proceedings have endangered
our lives, and the lives of many Europeans besides. One of
the captains who was lying in the port during the time of
the engagement, told us that the same person had been
endeavouring to do the same mischief at Tangatapu also.
It appears that a quarrel, of which he was said to be the

sole cause, originated between——'s girls and some women
belonging to the native village at Kororarika, in which they
swore at each other in a manner which was very insulting
to the native mind————considered himself insulted by
the insults which had been offered to his girls, (although
his girls had insulted the other party in a similar way) and
endeavoured to stir up the chiefs to seek revenge ; but the
chiefs being backward to take a cause of the kind in hand,
in——'s way, told them they were only slaves, and
he should never think them any otherwise, unless they
espoused his cause. It appears that he wanted them to
go and kill the principal chief in the village at Kororarika,
and because they refused, he threatened to go and do it
himself; but he knew better than to take this step, because
itwould, in al probability, have cost him his life  On the
23d of last month a party of natives assembled at Kororarika,
in order to revenge, or rather to make up the breach ; but as
those natives were not disposed to act according to——'s
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direction, he threatened to fire upon them himself, and
wished the other shipsin the bay to follow his example;
but the other masters told him they should do no such
thing, and the consequence was, that being angry with them
aso, he went on board his own ship, set his sails, and
weighed his anchor.  As the late Shunghee's daughter was
one of 's insulted girls, her party did not come to revenge
her cause until the 5th instant, the result of which | have
already made you acquainted with.  On the 6th, the day on
which the battle was fought, | said to one of the principal
chiefs of the late Shunghee's party, after the affair was over,
' My heart is very dark on account of the number of people
who are killed and wounded, and | do hope you will speedily
make peace.' He said, ' This battle has been fought on
——'s account, and don't you think he will now be satis-
fied with the satisfaction which has been taken for his
woman, as a great number of our great men are now lying
dead on that account ? and do you not think he will now
give me a great quantity of powder as a payment ?

MR. COATES. Mr. Marsden, who happened to
be in the island at the time, wrote to the Rev.
E. Bickersteth, then secretary of the Church
Missionary Society, on the same transaction, one
extract of which letter | will read:

' The origin of this present war proceeds from the most
infamous conduct of one of the masters of a whaler. The
chiefs contended that as the war did not originate with them,
but with an European, the Europeans were answerable for
al the consequences as a nation. They wished to know
what satisfaction we would give them for the loss of their
friends who had been killed ; it was their right to demand
satisfaction, and it wasjust that the Europeans should give
it; it was not their own quarrel. | replied, al that |
could do was to writeto England, to prevent the return of
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the master to New Zeadland again.  They requested | would
not do this ; they wished to gt him into their possession,
which they would do should he return, and then they would
teke stisfaction themselves. The immora conduct of
some of the whaersis dreadful !

4278. Have you any other facts that would
bear upon that point ?

I do not think we have them in a sufficiently
definite form to lay before the Committee.

4279. Have you any other facts to state with
respect to any other settlement ?

With respect to New Holland. These per-
haps do not fall strictly within the terms of the
question, namely, 'acts of cruelty and oppres-
sion." They relate to the pernicious influence of
the immoral conduct of the Europeans upon the
natives.

[ The evidence given under this head is of so
very painful a nature as to be inadmissible into
a volume intended for general perusal. Infanti-
cide and disease, under their most revolting forms,
are among the baneful and destructive conse-
gquences to the natives of the conduct toward
them of Europeans, bearing and disgracing the
Chrisian name—D. Cl]

There is a moral question connected with New
Zealand, which | wish to lay before the Com-
mittee, if it be considered to fall within the scope
of the question proposed to me. It relates to the
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introduction, at a comparatively recent period,
of ardent spiritsinto New Zealand, which appears
to operate most perniciously upon the character
and moras of the New Zealanders. Up to a
recent period there had been an indisposition on
the part of the New Zealanders to use ardent
spirits, and it was only by a most cruel effort on
the part of persons connected with the sale of
ardent spirits that they have been induced to use
them. | received last Saturday a letter from one
of our missionary catechists in New Zealand, con-
taining this statement upon the subject. Extract
of a letter from Mr. Charles Baker, dated Paihia,
the 9th of January in this year :

'We have been much distressed lately at the prevalency
of ardent spirits, which has now found its way amongst the
natives : various measures have been suggested to the per-
sons engaged in this traffic, but there has always been some
difficulty in the way, which has prevented our plans being
carried into effect in the removing of an evil so opposed to
our proceedings in the land. We have, at length, however,
drawn up a petition to the governor of New South Wales,
which is signed by agood number of the chiefs, and sup-
ported by most of the Europeans residing in the land, re-
questing the governor to take measures to relieve us out of
the difficulty, and to put a stop to the traffic of ardent
spirits ; a traffic so opposed to our missionary work, and
which causes so much disorder and confusion around us.'

4289. CHAIRMAN. DO those evils which you
have enumerated in New Holland al arise from
improper intercourse of Europeans with the
natives?
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| think exclusively.

4290. Are you aware that any encroachments
have been made by Europeans, whether govern-
ments or individuals, upon the territories or pos-
sessions of the natives?

| should consider the progress of colonization
in New Holland as the ultimate cause of those
evils among the aborigines, which | have at-
tempted very briefly and imperfectly to point
out. They certainly result from the colonization
of New Holland by this country.

4291. Have you any facts to state upon this
subject ?

| have no other facts than those | have already
adduced, proving the pernicious consequences of
the contact of Europeans with the aborigines;
and therefore my evidence on that head would
be only an inference from those facts.

4292. Do you infer from the facts which you
have now stated, and the facts which have come
to your knowledge in your officid capacity, that
the effect of the seizure of the territory belonging
to the natives, by European governments, has a
tendency to produce mora evil, and has a ten-
dency to diminish the population ?

| have a most fixed conviction that such is the
fact.

4293. To MR. BEECHAM. DO You concur in
that opinion ?

| do.
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4294. To MR. ELLIS. DO you concur in that
opinion ?

| should unhesitatingly state that the seizure
of the country by European governments could
not but be resisted by the people, and such re-
sistance could not but be attended with the most
disastrous consequences. | do not conceive that
it is a necessary consequence of the contact be-
tween Europeans and aborigines, that any de-
struction of the latter should follow, though I
consider that it has been frequently the case, but
not necessarily.

4295. Do you consider that the occupation of
the territory of the natives by European govern-
ments has a tendency to produce moral evil, and
has a tendency, in the way of taking away their
land and the means of subsistence, to diminish
the population ?

| have not had many opportunities of ascer-
taining the effects of the occupancy of the abo-
riginal countries by European governments, and
| am not therefore competent to speak upon that;
but as regards European residents, | can say
most unhesitatingly that the effect has been most
demoralizing and disastrous.

MR. BEECHAM. | beg leave to say, that | in
the first instance understood the question in the
limited sense in which it is now explained.

[The two following questions and answers are
omitted for the same reason as that part of
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the evidence referred to at page 21, to which
subject these questions and answers relate. D. ]

4298. MR. LUSHINGTON. You are of opinion
that as our territories in New South Wales ex-
tended, the natives were disturbed in the posses-
sion of their lands?

The aborigines of New Holland are so thinly
scattered over the country, and so very migratory
in their habits, that perhaps it would be difficult
to answer the question specifically; but that the
extension of colonization has in point of fact dis-
possessed them of a considerable extent of
those parts of the continent which they were pre-
viously in the habit of traversing and partially
occupying, and that it has tended likewise to the
diminution of their numbers, | have not the
slightest doubt.

4299. Can you state whether, upon any occa-
sion, when it was determined to extend the limits
of the colony in any particular direction, the rights
of the natives were a subject of consideration ?

| am not aware that | am competent to give a
distinct answer to the question ; but so far as |
am informed, the question of the territorial rights
of the natives has never been considered at all in
the extension of colonization in New South
Wales.

4300. It has been stated in substance by a
former witness to the Committee, that the rights
of the natives on such occasions were grossly and
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shamefully disregarded, so much so, that their
clams were scarcely considered to be of more
value than the claims of the kangaroos or the wild
dogs of the colony —do you go as far as that in
your opinion upon the subject?

The question, | understand, refers exclusively
to New South Wales, to which my former an-
swers apply. | think | can only in fairness re-
state what | stated before, that so far as my
information goes, | am not aware that the terri-
torial rights of the natives have ever entered into
the consideration of the government in extending
colonization in that quarter.

4301. Then you do not suppose that the in-
dividual settlers deemed it at all incumbent upon
them to consider the rights of the natives among
whom they were intruding ?

| have never seen any reason to suppose that
the settlers regard at al the rights of the abori-
gines of the country with regard to the ter-
ritory.

4302. Can you give the Committee any in-
formation as to the treatment which the more
remote settlers use towards the aborigines ?

Not beyond facts of the same general descrip-
tion as those to which | have already spoken.

4303. CHAIRMAN. Do you think, when the
British Government is so entirely regardless of
the rights of the natives, that it is probable that
individual settlers, finding it desirable to occupy
a portion of native territory, would think they

C
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were prevented from doing so by any moral con-
siderations?

The only difficulty 1 feel in answering that
guestion is from its seeming to call upon me, by
its hypothetical character, to express an opinion
as to the motives of settlers so circumstanced. |
am not aware that | am in possession of any evi-
dence that would enable me to offer an opinion as
to their motives in their proceedings; but that
there has been no regard paid to the territorial
rights of the aborigines, in fact, | have no doubt.
| speak of New South Wales.

4304. SIR RUFANE DONKIN. Areyou aware
of the gradual but destructive inroads which the
white population in North America have from
the first been making on the territories and po-
pulation of the natives ?

I know it only from that acquaintance with
published works which one naturally acquires in
the course of one's reading. That the fact is so,
from that kind of testimony, | cannot entertain
the slightest doubt.

4305. Have you read Mons. Tocqueville's
statement upon that subject ?

| have not.

4306. Do not you think that experience and
history show us that the extension of white colo-
nization tends to the diminution and gradual ex-
tinction of the black aborigines ?

Most certainly.
4307. CHAIRMAN to MR. BEECHAM. Have
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any acts of cruelty and oppression, committed by
Europeans on the natives, been reported to you
by persons on whom you can place reliance; if
so, will you state to the Committee those facts,
and the authority upon which they rest; aso
any proofs you may possess of any encroachment
on their territories, or any diminution of their
population ?

We have frequently had communications from
our missionaries in the South Sea Islands, |
mean the Friendly Islands more especialy, re-
specting the ill-conduct of the crews of merchant
vessels visiting those islands, and the painful
consequences resulting from their ill-conduct to
the natives. In order that | may save the time
of the Committee, | will read a letter which
contains a fact or two illustrative of the ill-con-
duct complained of. It is from the Rev. John
Thomas, our senior missionary in the Friendly
Islands, dated Tongataboo, the 20th of Decem-
ber, 1832:

"l wish to make a few remarks on a painful subject ; viz.
the ill conduct of masters of vessels and their crews, at these
islands. We have long been grieved to hear of the wicked-
ness committed by our own countrymen who visit the
Friendly Islands. It has spread its deadly influence far and
wide, and presents an obstacle of no trifling importance to
the extension of the gospel at many parts of this island,
and is a constant stumbling-block to the infant church of
Christ at this place. From what we have lately witnessed,
we find that the evil complained of is increasing upon us,
and the consequences have been most afflicting, | do

Cc2
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not hesitate to say that 18 out of 20 of the accidents which
have happened at these islands have taken place through
the depraved and wicked conduct of the crews, as they
drink to excess, quarrel and fight among themselves, and
insult and ill-treat the natives, especially the females, which
leads to quarrels with the men, and sometimes with the
heads of the people, who are not disposed to put up with
such conduct from persons whom they can easily overcome.
Designs are then formed to revenge the evils that they
suffer; which lead to murder and theft, to the great loss
of property to the owners of vessels, the disgrace of our
common Christianity, and the English as a people, and the
ruin and disgrace of the perpetrators, as well as the injury
of the mission and the natives generally.

Another thing we complain of is, that captains of vessels
leave their wicked and disorderly men at these islands, to
our no small annoyance, and the injury of our people. We
are aware that it is contrary to the British laws for captains
to act so, yet they continue to do it. | here relate a case,
which you can do asyou please with ; Captain———of the
—, whaler, of Sydney, was in here a few days ago. He
said his steward was a scamping fellow, and that he would
leave him ashore at this place : we told the captain that he
had no right to leave him here ; aso, that we had too many
such men at thisisland. We furnished him with a copy of the
British law on this subject ; but notwithstanding that, he
has left the man here. His nameis H——. Two others
were discharged also, and four ran away from the same
vessel. The captain of the , from England, has long
been in the habit of frequenting Tonga. He has generaly
taken up his abode at what is called the Mua, on the eastern
part of Tonga. The above captain, though an old South
Sea whaler, yet, | am sorry to say, conducts himself very
improperly. He and his officers and crew have made that
part of Tonga a kind of rendezvous, where al kinds of wick-
edness have been committed, at which even the poor hea-
then have been ashamed. A boat's crew were on shore
there on Monday last; they continued all night (for what
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purpose | need not mention.) In the course of the night
one of the men went to the young chief's house, as it is
reported, to look for a woman, (it is said the young chief's
wife) but the young chief was at home. He rose up and
chased the Englishman and caught him, but the Englishman
being very strong held the chief, and while they were strug-
gling together the Englishman drew out a large knife and
stabbed the other in eight or nine places, about his sides
and back, and left him near death. He escaped to the bush
and hid himself, but he was soon pursued by the people of
the young chief, who killed him without any further to do.
We have been applied to for medicine for the young chief
and have sent him some, but his recovery is very doubtful.
The remaining part of the boat's crew were sent on board,
for which we feedl thankful. It is a great mercy that they
were not all killed, as the young man who is stabbed is the
eldest son of Tatu, and a chief of considerable rank. Should
he die | fear they will seek further revenge.'

4308. Have you any further facts to state ?

| have no more cases to mention relating to
the South Seas. | would only add, in reference
to the facts stated in the letter of Mr. Thomas,
that our other missionaries there make similar
complaints. The misconduct of the crews of mer-
chant vessels has been a matter of frequent
occurrence.

4309. |Is Mr. Thomas, and are those gentle-
men to whom you have referred, persons of un-
guestionable authority, and upon whom you and
others, upon such subjects, place implicit re-
liancel

They are ; we can depend upon their testimony
in such matters.
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4310. Have you any other facts to mention
relating to any other British settlements?

I have to state a number of cases of oppres-
sion at St. Mary's, on the Gambia, Western
Africaa.  Some eighteen months ago, the Rev.
Mr. Fox, one of our missionaries there, in writing
to the committee, mentioned the case of several
natives who were members of our society, whom
he represented to be in a state of slavery ; and
he wished to know what steps he should take
respecting them, especially astwo of the number,
named William Juff and Amadi Gum, had made
such proficiency in religious knowledge, and were
otherwise so well qualified, that he thought they
might profitably be employed as agents, under
suitable superintendence, in promoting the work
of the mission. On receiving this communication,
we felt it to be our duty to make inquiry as to
what kind of slavery it was which was thus repre-
sented as existing in a British colony. We found
that the individuals referred to, and several others
in similar circumstances, at St. Mary's, were the
slaves of merchants at Goree or Senegal, who
were sent by their masters to St. Mary's to work,
and that their masters, some part of whose families
were residing at St. Mary's, received half of their
weekly wages. We further inquired respecting
the treatment which those individuals received
from the persons who called themselves their
proprietors, and it appeared on investigation,
that it was not so good as it was at first under-
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dood to be. Mr. Fox, in one of his letters,
says:

' The owner of Amadi Gum, for instance, had for several
years past been in the habit of sending him for four, five or
sx months to the main land, to superintend the cutting
down of mahogany. This is very laborious work, and the
best carpenters will not do it, but Amadi, being a slave,
was compelled to attend to it; and for this he received
only half of his wages.'

In another letter he details at length the treat-
ment which one of these individuals received
from his master. The letter is dated St. Mary's
on the Gambia, 4th of May, 1835 :

' | am sorry to inform you that about six weeks since the
wife of John Gum was forced off the island, by the son of
the person who claims him, and was driven into the bush,
with several others, to beat or pound corn. John and his
wife came to me a short time before in great distress, and
said they had heard that this was to be the case. | told
them that | thought this would not be attempted, as they
had been lawfully married by their master's consent.  Such,
however, was the event. On Thursday morning, April 2d,
while John was at work, some part of the family insisted
upon her going. As soon as John knew this, he went up
to her and wished to bring her back, -when the son of his
master took hold of his collar, or upper part of his clothes,
and thrust him away, and insisted upon her going. 1 saw
this mysdlf, as it took place not many yards from the mis-
sion house. John did not resist this assault, but went imme-
diately to the magistrates : nothing, however, effectual was
done in the case. John afterwards went to his wife, to fetch
her home, but the poor woman was afraid to leave till her
work was done ; so that he had to return without her, and
no attempt was made by the authorities to bring her back.
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Thus a man's wife is taken out of his house, driven ten or
twelve miles into the bush, and worked like a transport, and
the husband is insulted and abused for remonstrating against
such conduct. The reason assigned why there was no at-
tempt made in the proper quarter to bring the woman back,
was that she was then beyond the governor's jurisdiction.
Having finished her work she returned, after having been
absent upwards of a month, and her mistress insisted upon
her staying in the yard, saying, that she should not go near
her husband. Through fear, the poor woman stopped there
the first day, but the next she stole away and went to her
husband. In the evening her mistress sent for her twice,
but she refused to go ; when about nine or ten o'clock the
same evening, the young man who had committed the pre-
vious assault upon John, entered his house, took hold of his
wife, whom he found asleep in bed, and would have dragged
her away, had not John and the man of the house prevented
it by remonstrating against such conduct.'

Shortly after this circumstance took place, Mr.
Fox assisted the individuals to whom | am re-
ferring, in drawing up a memorial, which they
addressed to the governor, upon the subject of
their grievances. | have a copy of the memorial,
which | will deliver in.

[The same was delivered in, and is as follows:]

To His Excellency, George Rendall, Lieutenant-Governor of
the Settlement of St. Mary's, and all the British Forts
and Territories in the River Gambia, and Dependencies
thereon, Vice-Chancellor, and Ordinary of the same,
&c. &c.

The Memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of St. Mary's,
humbly sheweth,

That your memorialists are, with many other inhabitants
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of the settlement, keptin a state of slavery, being required
to contribute a part of our daily earnings to our respective
masters, and otherwise attend to all such services as they
may require.

That your memorialists cannot but consider it as a great
grievance that the more sober, industrious and reflecting part
of the community, who wish to act strictly and conscien-
tiously, should be thus oppressed and tantalized, while the
idle and dissolute, who spurn at the requisitions of their
masters, are allowed to escape with impunity.

The settlement of Bathurst having been established since
the passing of the Abolition Act, in 1807, your memorialists
were led to believe it was formed with the same philan-
thropic views as the parent colony of Sierra Leone; and
the fact that so many liberated Africans, lately captured by
British cruisers, are brought to the Gambia, located on this
island, and admitted to all the privileges of British subjects,
tends to confirm our opinion in this respect.

In addition to this, your memorialists hailed with satis-
faction and delight the passing of ' the Emancipation Act,’
nearly two years ago, which although it may refer to the
West Indian islands in particular, the principle of the Bill,
as we humbly apprehend, embraces the whole of His
Majesty's dominions, and we therefore cannot conceive how
slavery can be tolerated here, after so many thousands of
British subjects have tasted the blessings of freedomin other
colonies, and especially as this oppressive system is not
allowed to exist in the neighbouring colony of Sierra Leone.

That your petitioners have frequently had our freedom
promised us by our masters, and it has been alively hope
that this would have been realized that has induced us so
long patiently to submit to what we considered to be un-
constitutional and illegal ; and this hope having failed, your
memorialists have repeatedly applied for our freedom by
purchase, but these applications have only been met by fake
promises, disappointment and vexation.

Thus circumstanced in reference to our masters, and with

the view already set forth, we beg respectfully, but earnestly,
C5
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to call upon your excellency, as representative of his Britan-
nic Majesty, King William the Fourth, administering the
government of the colony, to know if we are still liable to
be kept in bondage, to have our wives torn from our bosoms,
and our children doomed to perpetual slavery, on an infant
British settlement; or if, under the auspices of your excel-
lency's government, we are not, after a residence of five, ten,
and upwards of fifteen years in the settlement, entitled (in
common with eight parts out of ten of the population of
the Island) to all the rights and privileges which British
subjects enjoy in this and other parts of His Majesty's do-
minions. The latter appears to us to be our case; and
feeling our present situation to be intolerable, we humbly,
but most earnestly, claim of your Excellency, al that per-
sonal protection to which we are legally entitled.

In conclusion, we beg to assure your excellency that
nothing is more distant from our minds than the idea of
becoming indolent in our business, immoral in our conduct,
or at all troublesome to the local authorities. Most of us
being professors of Christianity, we have long been taught
to pay al due respect to " the powers that be ;" to " pray
for kings and for al that are in authority, that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in al godliness and honesty;"
and we have have also long been taught that the apostle's
injunction, " be diligent in business," is equally as binding
and imperative as the one in immediate connexion with it,
" fervent in spirit," and we are fully convinced that no man
can " serve the Lord" who neglects any of these important
duties.

Our object in wishing to obtain our freedom is, that we
may be raised to that state of civilization and comfort which
our present state of bondage actually prohibits; that we
may appropriate to ourselves and families the fruit of our
daily labour, that they and us may appear respectable, and
become useful members of civil and religious society.

That every personal, domestic and spiritual blessing may
ever rest upon your excellency, and that this His Majesty's
colony and its dependencies, under your auspicious govern-
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merit, may abundantly prosper in a commercid, civil and

religious point of view, is the fervent prayer of
William Juff.
Amadi  Gum.
Sack Mucumba, his + mark.
John Gum, his + mark.
John Gum, jun., his + mark.
Lago Yazin, his + mark.

Bathurst, St. Mary's River, Gambia,
4 May 1835.

On this memorial being received by the go-
vernor he sent for the persons whose names were
subscribed to it, and also for Mr. Fox, our mis-
sionary, in order that Mr. Fox might hear his
reply to the memorialists. | will read this from

Mr. Fox's letter.

' His excdlency told them that they were not daves
while they remained in this settlement, or in any part of its
dependencies, forts or territories, in any part of the River
Gambia, or in any of the British vessds; nor could the
Common Pleas award to their masters any part of their
wages, that they were srictly British subjects while they
kept within the limits he had mentioned, but if they went
to Goree, or Senegal, they were liable to be again taken
into davery ; this he could not prevent, and it would there-
fore be much better if they could obtain their manumission.
He was surprised that their masters did not comply with
their requests;, however, as he had before stated, while in
any part of the British settlements or territories, no one
could molest them.'

After this, Mr. Fox was directed by our com-
mittee to employ William Juff and Amadi Gum,
the two individuals whom | have mentioned, in
the capacity of missionary agents or assistant
missionaries, whether their owners would or would
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not give them their manumission. The master
of Juff gave him his manumission, but the master
of Gum refused to manumit him. We therefore
consider that Gum is liable, if he goes beyond
the boundary of the colony, to be seized and
carried back into slavery. Although the busi-
ness is thus partially settled so far as these in-
dividuals are concerned, the whole case appears
to require investigation ; for Mr. Fox observes
in another letter, that ' he has been informed that
by one of the laws enacted some years ago at
Sierra Leone, the slave-holders are allowed to
have their slaves bound to them as apprentices,
so that some people maintain that under that Act
they may go from hence to Goree or Senegal,
and purchase a number of slaves, and bring them
here, and have them bound to them as appren-
tices." And it would appear that the view which
is thus stated is practically adopted, to a certain
extent, for Mr. Fox further observes, ' Those
who have slaves here, anticipating that the system
cannot last much longer, are getting them bound
as apprentices, which | consider very unjust.'

[Evidence on questions connected with the Cqffre
war and frontier policy is omitted, as foreign
to the design of this volumel]

4320. Will you proceed to state any other
facts bearing upon the subject ?

The next topic to which | would refer would
more particularly come under the head of dimi-
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nution of numbers. We are carrying on exten-
sve missionary operations in British America,
and | have had an opportunity of directing my
attention to the condition of the Indians on the
boundary of Upper Canada. | am personaly
acquainted with a chief of the Mississaugah, or
Chippeway nation of Indians; and | have con-
versed with him frequently, and at length, on the
condition of the Indians of that province. He
has stated to me most unequivocally, that pre-
vious to the introduction of Christianity among
the native tribes they were rapidly wasting away;
and he believed that if it had not been for the
introduction of Christianity they would have
speedily become extinct.

| asked him what he considered to be the
causes, and he informed me that the destruction
of their game was one reason why their numbers
were diminished. They lived by the chace; and
in consequence of the advance of the white popu-
lation, their game decreased, as the settlers on
the extreme border of the colony, in the first in-
stance, subsisted almost entirely on game; and
this was not all: the game retired from the neigh-
bourhood of an increasing population. The more
valuable game, such as beavers and otters, are
remarkably shy ; and as the white population kept
advancing, those animals retired. From these
causes, he remarked, his own people were re-
duced frequently to the greatest extremity : he
said, there were several instances came under his
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notice of families that literally perished from
hunger on account of the decrease of their
game.

Another cause of the diminution of their num-
bers he considered to be the introduction of the
vices of Europeans, especially the vice of drunk-
enness. It is afact, | suppose generally known,
that the Indians in Upper Canada are passion-
ately fond of intoxicating liquors, which they call
' fire waters ;' and that having once tasted them,
they would sacrifice anything in order to obtain
that gratification.

He aso mentioned the diseases of the Euro-
peans as another cause of the diminution of their
numbers ; for instance, the small-pox, which had
sometimes broken in among them, and committed
great ravages. The information which | have
derived from this chief has been confirmed by
our missionaries stationed in Upper Canada, and
who are now employed among the Indian tribes
on the borders of that province.

Without enlarging further, | may say that my
inquiries have led me to believe that where Chris-
tianity has not been introduced among the abori-
gina inhabitants of Upper Canada, they are
melting away before the advance of the white
population. This remark applies to the Six
Nations, as they are called, on the Great River,

! In reference to the advance of the white population, it is to
be understood that the Indians have suffered from the loss of the
land itsdlf, on which they roamed, and lived by the chase; as well
as by the diminution of their game—J. B.
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the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Senecas,
Cayugas, and Tuscaroras, as well as to all the
other tribes on the borders of the province.

| would aso make a reference to the aborigines
of New South Wales, although | have not much
information to communicate respecting them. |
have made inquiry as to their condition, and have
obtained the opinion of our missionaries upon the
subject. The Rev. Walter Lawry, who was
seven years in New South Wales, says, 'The
natives certainly suffer from the colonists ; the
male convicts and others steal, buy, and seduce
their women; many of the children born are by
white men. They also learn English vices, espe-
cidly drunkenness ; and their game, with other
means of subsistence, is greatly diminished.
White men, on the spot, generally think that the
black will become extinct within the colony. |
think so too, and this will be very much through
the vices of the Europeans.'

4321. MR. LUSHINGTON.—Have you any in-
formation regarding Van Diemen's Land ?

Nothing particular. The same missionary to
whom | am now adverting, says in this letter,
"1 understand that the natives of Van Diemen's
Land have all been shipped off, but | am not
quite certain.'

4322. The Committee have had information as
to the fact that they have been al removed to
what they call Flinder's Island; can you give
any information as to their actual position?
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No. Some two years ago, | wrote to our mis-
sionaries in order to obtain more particular in-
formation respecting the aboriginal population,
but, partly in consequence of the loss of letters
by shipwreck, | have not obtained that inform-
ation which would enable me to answer the
question.

4328. To MR. ELLIS.—Have any acts of
cruelty and oppression committed by Europeans
on the native inhabitants been reported to you by
persons on whom you can place reliance ; if so,
will you mention those cases to the Committee,
the authority upon which they rest, and aso state
whether you possess any proofs of any encroach-
ments on their territories, or any diminution of
their population ?

There have been reported, on authorities on
which | can place implicit reliance, a number of
instances of violence and oppression committed
by Europeans on the aborigines in different coun-
tries in which the missionaries of the London
Missionary Society have been employed ; but on
the present occasion | shall confine myself to
bringing one or two cases, in connexion with the
South Sea Islands, under the notice of the Com-
mittee. | would beg leave at present to defer
any evidence on cases of the kind that may have
been reported to the society from South Africa,
as the Committee will have an opportunity of
receiving evidence referring to that quarter from
individuals able to give more explicit statements.
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There have been, from the period of the establish-
ment of the South Sea missions to the present
time, a series of acts of aggression on the natives,
committed by persons resorting to those islands.
In many instances they have occasioned very
serious loss of life to both parties ; and the quar-
rels which have been thus destructive have gene-
rally arisen from acts of outrage or plunder on
the part of the Europeans, partly connected with
their violent seizure of the daughters or the wives
of the native chiefs or others; partly occasioned
by their forcibly taking any article, the produce
of the country, which they might want; and also
from a disregard to the superstitions of the coun-
try, while those superstitions were in existence
and operation. Of the former kind, | would
bring before the Committee one that occurred in
the Sandwich Islands. | had departed from those
islands a short time before it occurred; but it
was reported to me by missionaries that | left
there; they are American missionaries. The
outrage was by the captain of a British vessel,
and it was such as to jeopardize the lives of the
missionaries and of a number of the natives. The
facts of the case were these: the captain of the
Daniel, a ship from London, in the early part of
the year 1825, visited the Sandwich Islands; and
before the captain left, he purchased a slave of
one of the Sandwich Island chiefs, and took her
on board his ship, as inmate of his cabin during
the cruise, which lasted from the spring of the
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year till about the month of October. In the
month of October the vessel returned to the port
of Lahaina, in the island of Maui, and during the
interval, such had been the progress of Christi-
anity among the people, and of a regard to the
justice and propriety of guarding the conjugal
relation, that they had enacted alaw prohibiting
adultery, and other crimes which are a breach of
it. This law they extended not only to the na-
tives of the island, but to foreign visitors; and
the rage of the latter, who came in the shipsin
the autumn of the year, was such that they could
scarcely be restrained from acts of the most vio-
lent outrage. On this occasion the crew of the
Daniel, in three boats, went on shore, armed,
having the black flag flying. They proceeded to
the house of the missionary, supposing that he
had prevented the people from alowing the
females to go on board the ships for the purposes
of prostitution, declaring that they would have
his life, or they would have females on board.
The missionary had a few natives round the
house, who endeavoured to protect him. A. sort
of skirmish ensued between the sailors on the
outside of the gate and the natives on the inside,
the natives defending the missionary and his wife
from the crew of the British ship. They suc-
ceeded in keeping them of the premises till a
report could get to the chiefs, when the latter
immediately called out a number of armed men
to preserve the settlement, some of whom were
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stationed to act as sentinels round the house.
Thus they defended the missionaries' houses for
three successive days, when the captain and the
seamen, unable to accomplish their object, left
that island, the Island of Maui, and went to
another. They did not succeed, | believe to a
great extent at that island, and ultimately left.
The facts were inquired into by the chief; but
the captain refused to give any satisfaction what-
ever for the outrage he had committed upon the
people and upon the missionary, whom the chief
sad he considered under his protection. The
documents in connexion with the case | have
before me, and | will lay them before the
Committee.

[The same was delivered in and read asfollows:]

No 1

Extracts of a Letter, from the Missionaries in the Sand-
wich Islands, dated Oahu, October 15th, 1825, addressed
to the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions.

"It is now perhaps too late to attempt to conceal the
enormities among those who traverse the Pacific, which
have filled us with disgust and indignation from the period
of our arrival at the islands. The riotous crew of the
whale-ship D——, Captain B——, having the countenance
and example of their master purchasing for a stipulated
sum of money, 160 dollars, a female slave, and carrying her
as the inmate of his cabin during his late cruise, were on
their recent return to Lahaina enraged at the tabu pro-
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hibiting females from visiting the ships, and after repeated
insults and threats to Mr. Richards, left the ship in a body
and landed in three boats, under ablack flag, and armed
with knives, surrounded the house of Mr. Richards with
the most abusive threats, and seemed determined, as Mr.
Richard writes, to have his life or his consent for females to
go on board; the former of which he would have surrendered
first. When one of the crew stabbed twice at a native, who
kept the gate, the chiefs immediately called out an armed
force to resist them ; and they are obliged to keep a strong
guard of armed natives around the house, by day and by
night, to protect their missionary from the murderous assaults
of Christian seamen. That the master of the ship alowed
this outrage is to us evident from his note to Mr. Richards
the evening before, when Mr. Richards requested him to
come on shore on account of his apprehensions from the
crew. He replied, ' that he could not 'Control them on
shore ; that they had left the ship with a determination not
toreturn to it without bringing women on board, and that
Mr. Richards had better let them come off, and then all
would be quietness." About twenty seamen recently came
to our doors to demand the reason why they could not have
women, as formerly. We could only say, ' it is forbidden
by the word of God, and prohibited by the tabu of the chiefs.'
Once we thought a single couple would be exposed to insult
from the natives ; now the natives are a defence against
lawless foreigners, to whose violence we are all exposed.
These are among our trials of the present day. Mr. Rich-
ards says, in a hasty line, about the timewhen his house was
attacked, ' we are alive, though an hour ago we expected
nothing but immediate death."

No. 2.

Extracts from " STEWART'S Journal of a Residence in the
Sandwich idlands, during the Years 1823, 1824 and 1S25,"
page 397.

After stating that on approaching the mission premises
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he was challenged by a native sentinel, and on entering the
house found the wife of the missionary surrounded by natives
armed with spears and muskets, he continues, ' But as soon
as an explanation could be given, | learned that their peril
was not from the heathen, but from the degenerate sons of
acivilized" and Christian country! The seamen of a large
British ship, at anchor at Lahaina, exasperated at the re-
straints laid on their licentiousness through the influence
of the mission, had carried their menaces and open acts of
violence against Mr. and Mrs. Richards to such an extent,
as to cause the chiefs to arm abody of men and defend
them at the hazard of life, and at that very hour, three
armed boats' crews, amounting to near forty men, were on
shore with the sworn purpose of firing their houses and
taking their lives before morning. Only two days before,
after a succession of fearful threats and gross insults, the
same party, countenanced and upheld by their captain and
officers, and armed with knives and pistols, had landed under
the black flag of death, and surrounding the missionary
enclosure, then unprotected, offered life to our friends only
on condition of their retracting their instructions to the
people, founded on the seventh commandment. The firm-
ness with which they were met by Mr. Richards only made
them doubly infuriate, and as they seemed ready to fal
upon him to execute their horrid threats, Mrs. Richards,
with the spirit of a martyr, rushed between them and her
husband, exclaiming, ' My only protection is in my husband
and my God ; | had hoped that the helplessness of a female,
surrounded only by heathen, would have touched the com-
passion of men from a Christian land ; but if such cannot
be the case, know that | stand prepared to share the fate
of my husband. When | left my country | took my life
in my hand, not knowing when | might be called to lay it
down ; if this is the time, know that | am prepared, sooner
than disgrace the character | sustain, or dishonour the re-
ligion of my master, by countenancing in the people we
have come to enlighten a course of conduct at variance with
the word of God." For a moment the heroism of a refined
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and lovely woman appeared to shake the firmness of their
purpose, and they retired from the ground, but it was only
to return with a more relentless determination ; and the
interference of the natives took place in time barely to
rescue the lives of their teachers, at the hazard of their own.
So resolute were they, however, in the defence when once
commanded, that 3,000 men were armed and in readiness to
seize the ship and to make prisoners of her crew, should
another outrage of the kind be attempted.’

No. 3.

Extract of Letter from the Rev. H. BINGHAM, dated Oahu,
one of the Sandwich Islands, November 5th, 1835, to the
Rev. W. ELLIS.

' Karaimoku, our friend and patron, called in to see us
this afternoon. He said he had sent for Captain B——
on account of the outrage committed by his crew at Lahaina,
but he had given him no satisfaction. The ' D ' after
the most unwarrantable and unpardonable outrages on a
defenceless missionary at Lahaina, which required the whole
village to assume the posture of warlike defence, came to
this port about a week since, and still lies at the bar.  Since
this arrival our houses and the king's have been under a
strong guard by night, and the whole village in the posture
of defence as if a pirate were lying in the roads. | am
sorry to say, however, that notwithstanding the tabu of the
chiefs, and the vigilance to prevent women from visiting the
ships, the 'D ' has succeeded in getting them here,
though they were prohibited, | believe, entirely at Lahaina,
except the woman previously purchased by Captain B——
for 10 double joes or 160 dollars. Will not the British
Government take notice of such flagrant abuse as is char
able on Captain B ?'

MR. ELLIS.—There are other circumstances
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of asimilar kind, but | am not in possession of
such distinct and circumstantial evidence as could
be furnished by a gentleman who is at present
in England, and whom | think the Committee
might examine, if they are desirous of receiving
information upon the subject. | refer to Mr.
Williams, who has been many years a missionary
in the South Sea Islands, and would be able to
give the Committee most valuable information,
showing the necessity of more efficient measures
being adopted for preserving not only the natives,
but the Europeans, from the outrages of sailors
and of convicts who abscond from New South
Wales. Acts of oppression and injustice in mat-
ters of dealing or barter have been a freguent
source of mischief. We have scarcely ever in-
quired into a quarrel between the natives and the
Europeans, in which it has not been found to
have originated either in violence towards the
females or in injustice in traffic or barter on the
part of the Europeans. There was one instance
occurred at the Island of Rurutu, about 300
miles from Taheite. A captain of a whaling
vessel from London went there, and went on
shore, engaging with the natives for a certain
number of hogs and yams as provision for his
crew, promising to give the natives axes and
other useful articles in return. The natives, as
he requested, took all the property he had pur-
chased from them to the ship, which was lying
two or three miles from the shore. As soon as the
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natives had reached the ship and the captain had
hoisted in the pigs, as the stock for the voyage
to England, instead of paying them the axes and
other articles which he had promised, he threw
over to them a small bundle of pieces of iron
hoop, then cut the rope by which their canoes
were hanging on to the ship, and sailed away from
the island. They of course could not overtake
him, and did not try to do so, but returned and
held a consultation as to the course they should
pursue; and the decision at which they arrived,
(for they had not been visited by missionaries at
that time,) was, that the next vessel that came,
they should invite the captain, the officers and
the seamen on shore, decoy them up into the
woods, and there destroy them, then seize their
boats and other property, and also get the ship if
possible. A missionary from Raiatea visited the
island shortly after that time ; they informed him
of what had occurred, and of the purpose they
had formed. He of course said that it was very
wrong of his countryman to have acted towards
them as he had done, but dissuaded them from
retaliating in the manner they intended. He
made some compensation for their losses, pro-
mised to represent their case to benevolent indi-
viduals in England, and thus succeeded in dis-
suading them from executing their purpose of
seizing the next ship that might visit the island.
A number of facts of this kind have occurred in
the islands, but | mention this because it occurred
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while | was there, and because | received the in-
formation of it from the missionary with whom |
was associated, and in whose testimony | place
the most entire confidence.

With regard to alienation of territory, which
is the third branch of the question, | have not
any information to offer upon that subject, as
the natives of the South Sea Islands, where the
London Society have had missions, are extremely
jealous of the possession of a single inch of
ground by any white person. They will not alow,
by purchase or any other means, the obtaining of
land by any European; and although the mis-
sionaries have been there now nearly forty years,
there is not a missionary that has a single inch of
ground as his own; any ground he may cultivate
he holds only during the pleasure of the chiefs or
native proprietors. | have, therefore, no inform-
ation derived from personal observation, to furnish
to the Committee upon the alienation of territory.

In reference to depopulation, it has been most
fearful in the islands of the South Seas, but
| am not aware that it is traceable to the
operation of the cruelty of Europeans. It is
traceable, in a great measure, to the demo-
ralizing effects of intercourse with Europeans ;
the introduction of diseases, of ardent spirits,
and of fireearms. These results of intercourse
with Europeans have produced a destruction of
human life that is truly awful. When Captain
Cook was a the Sandwich Idlands he estimated

D
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the population at 400,000. In 1823, when, with
other missionaries, | made atour of some of the
islands, we counted every house in one of the
largest islands, which is 300 miles in circum-
ference, and endeavoured to obtain as accurate a
census as several months' labour would afford, and
there was not in the entire group of islands at that
time above 150,000 people. The diminution that
had taken placeis to be ascribed to the above causes
—wars promoted by fire-arms, ardent spirits, and
foreign diseases, and also to the superstitions of the
people, viz. the offering of human sacrifices. The
practice of infanticide, which destroyed so many
in the southern islands, did not prevail to any ex-
tent in the Sandwich Islands; but their wars were
rendered far more destructive than heretofore by
their being possessed of fire-arms. Where both
parties are possessed of fire-arms the destruction
is not so great ; but when one party is pos
sessed of fireearms and the other party not, it is
almost murder. With reference to the South Sea
Islands, the depopulation has been as serious.
Captain Cook estimated the population of the
island of Tahiti at 200,000. | have reason to
believe from actual observation, that his estimate
was much too high ; but the ruins of former dwel-
lings, which still remain spread over every part of
the island, shew that it must have been much
more densely peopled formerly than it is now.
When the missionaries first arrived there were
not more than 16,000, and after they had been
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there ten or fourteen years, such had been the
extent of depopulation, from the introduction of
European diseases, ardent spirits, and of fire-
arms, that the entire population was not above
8,000; some supposed not even 6,000. Since
Christianity has prevailed among the people
there has been areaction; the population is in-
creasing, and perhaps it has increased one-fourth
since Christianity has been introduced. | do not
ascribe the depopulation which had taken place in
the South Sea Islands to overt acts of cruelty,
but chiefly to the indirect operation of intercourse
with Europeans.

4328*. MR. LUSHINGTON.—Do you ascribe
the augmentation of number since the arrival of
the missionaries to the improvement in the morality
of the natives, occasioned by the missionaries 1

It is to be ascribed entirely to the influence and
labours of the missionaries, but not exclusively to
the improved morals of the natives. Infanticide pre-
vailed to a great extent, and tended undoubtedly
to that depopulation : their wars were also very
frequent. During the first fifteen years that the
missionaries were there, before the natives em-
braced Christianity, the inhabitants of Tahiti
were ten successive times engaged in war ; and
their wars were wars of extermination. But war
ceased, and infanticide ceased, and human sacri-
fices ceased, on the introduction of Christianity ;
and an improved state of morals has been intro-
duced. Industry, and sobriety, and order have

D2
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followed, and al have favoured the increase of
population; so that | presume it has increased
about one-fourth since the introduction of Chris-
tianity.

4329. TOMR.COATES.—Isityour opinionthat
Europeans coming into contact with native in-
habitants of our settlements tends (with the ex-
ception of cases in which missions are established)
to deteriorate the morals of the natives ; to intro-
duce European vices; to spread among them
new and dangerous diseases; to accustom them
to the use of ardent spirits; to the use of Euro-
pean arms and instruments of destruction ; to the
seduction of native females; to the decrease of
the native population ; and to prevent the spread
of civilization, education, commerce, and Christi-
anity ; and that the effect of European inter-
course has been, upon the whole, a calamity on
he heathen and savage nations ?

In the first place, is it your opinion that
European contact with native inhabitants, always,
excepting the cases in which missions have been
established, tends to deteriorate the morals of the
natives?

Y es.

4330. ToMR.BEECHAM.—Do you concur in
that opinion ?

Yes.

4331. TOoMR. ELLIS.—Do you concur in that
opinion?

Certainly.
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4332. Does it tend to introduce European
vices?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4333. Does it tend to spread among them new
and dangerous diseases ?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4334. Does it tend to accustom them to the
use of ardent spirits ?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4335. And to the use of European arms and
instruments of destruction ?

MR. COATES.—Yes; but might | add aword
which would go rather to express a doubt whether
the ultimate result of that be injurious to the
savage nations? but that it has the tendency
suggested in the question, | have no doubt.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—VYes.

4336. To the seduction of native females ?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR.BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4337. To the decrease of population ?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR.BEECHAM.—Yes.
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MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4338. Does it tend to impede that civilization
which, if Europeans properly conducted them-
selves, might be introduced ?

MR. COATES.—Certainly.

Mil. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR.ELLIS.—I have no doubt that it does.

4339. The same as to education ?

MR. COATES.—Certainly.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Certainly.

4340. The same as to commerce ?

MR. COATES.—Certainly.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4341. Is it your opinion that it tends to pre-
vent the spread of the Christian Gospel ?

MR.COATES.—Most assuredly.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4342. Is it generally your opinion that the
effect of European intercourse, saving where
missions have been established, has been, upon
the whole, hitherto a calamity upon the native
and savage nations whom we have visited ?

M R.COATES.—That | have no doubt about.

MR.BEECHAM.—Y es, generally.

MR. ELLIS.—Generally, | should think it
has.

4343. As far as you know, in instances of con-
tention between Europeans and natives, has it
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generally happened that the Europeans were in
fault ?

MR. COATES.—Universally, so far as | have
information upon the subject.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—I have not met with an instance
in which, when investigated, it has not been
found that the aggression was upon the part of
the Europeans.
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Dandeson Coates, Esq., the Rev. John Beecham,
and the Rev. William Ellis, called in; and
further  examined.

4344. CHAIRMAN to MR. COATES.—You have
stated that where Christian missions are not
established, various ill consequences have re-
sulted from the intercourse between Europeans
and natives. In cases in which missions have
been established, and have got into successful
operation, do you think (hat the same evils result
to the native population as have already been
stated ?

If the European residents in any given country
are wholly missionary, the results of their inter-
course with the natives are purely beneficia, in
my opinion.
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4345. Do you think they tend to the spread
of civilization, education and commerce ?

With regard to civilization and education, |
have no doubt: with regard to commerce, | am
not quite sure, so far as the missions of the
Church Missionary Society are concerned, whether
they are in a sufficiently advanced state to admit
of a distinct opinion as to their bearing upon
commerce ; but as a matter of presumption, |
should infer the same beneficial consequences
with respect to commerce, which | know to result
with regard to civilization and education.

4346. ToMR. BEECHAM.—Do you concur in
that answer ?

| do.

4347. ToOMR.ELLIS.—Do you concur aso ?

Decidedly so: missions will not only not pre-
vent, but they will promote commerce; they
will improve the habits of the people; they will
increase their industry ; will give security aso
to the traders, and enable them to prosecute their
commercial enterprizes with advantages which
they never could have in the absence of missions.

4348. ToMR. COATES.—Haveyou considered
what measures would be likely to promote the
security and the protection of the natives, and their
advancement in social and mora improvement ?

| have been led to consider that point in con-
sequence of the questions addressed to me by
the Committee. The present question appears
to divide itself into two heads: that of protec-
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tion, and that of promoting the mora and socid
improvement of the people. | propose, there-
fore, to divide my evidence under those two
heads, giving evidence first as to protection, and
secondly as to the means of promoting moral and
social improvement.

| think that in dealing with the question of
protection, | should find it necessary to consider
it separately with regard to the several countries
where the missions of the Church Missionary
Society are situated.

| begin with New Zealand. A British resi-
dent is already stationed in New Zealand by
the Government, with a view to protect British
commercial transactions in New Zealand, and
likewise to protect the natives from oppression,
wrong, and injury. | believe Mr. Bushy's
residence in New Zealand has been very ad-
vantageous to the natives; but | apprehend
that he needs additional support, if it could be
afforded to him, in the discharge of his duties.
He stands in New Zealand as a British function-
ary ; but from the state of barbarism of the New
Zealand tribes, they are incapable of appreciating
those principles by which international communi-
cation is governed in European countries. He
therefore, in point of fact, does not obtain that
protection and support in the discharge of his
public duties which is requisite, as well for the
protection of British commerce as for the protec-
tion of the natives themselves. If, therefore,
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some method could be devised by which that sup-
port could be given to Mr. Bushy, the end of his
appointment would be more completely obtained
than it hitherto has been. It is a matter of diffi-
culty, to my mind at least, to suggest the means
of affording that support under the peculiar cir-
cumstances inwhich heis placed. It hasoccurred
to me, however, that possibly something in the
nature of a police at his disposal, either of Euro-
peans selected by himsdf, or of natives approved
by him, might give a degree of support to him in
the discharge of his duties which he does not at
present possess. It has likewise been suggested,
and suggested | believe by the present governor
of New South Wales to His Majesty's Govern-
ment, that the occasional visits of a ship of war
to the coasts of New Zealand, would tend ma
terially to support Mr. Busby, and to forward
the object for which he was stationed in the
island. | apprehend, too, that representations
made strongly to the chiefs in the vicinity in
which Mr. Busby resides; from the governor
of New South Wales, would tend to strengthen
his position ; for the chiefs are extremely friendly
to this country, and therefore well prepared
to receive influence from any representations
so addressed to them. Those representations
might go to shew them that they would promote
their own interest by supporting Mr. Busby,
and that their doing so would tend to promote
peace and tranquillity among themselves, and
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consequently their own socia advantage. |
doubt, however, whether some steps be not neces-
sary in addition to those which | have suggested,
or any of alike kind, in order effectualy to pro-
tect the inhabitants of New Zealand from wrong
and oppression by British subjects. In support
of that opinion, | would read to the Committee
an extract of a letter from Mr. Marsden to the
Rev. Edward Bickersteth, late secretary to the
Church Missionary Society, dated the 25th April,
1831:

' What the New Zealanders are indignant against the
Europeans for is, their joining either party in their wars.
This conduct they will resent, unless those in authority in
New South Wales, or in England, take measures to prevent
it. It appears, nothing could be more horrid than the con-
duct of the Europeans in those transactions. The British
Government must take notice of them, or expose their own
subjects who visit that island to the constant danger of
murder. | am fully aware that there may be great difficulty
in obtaining legal evidence against the Europeans concerned
in this business, as the evidence of the natives may not be
admitted ; and it seems to be the prevailing opinion, that
the law as it now stands will not extend to crimes of the
above nature committed in New Zealand. Should this be
the case, some Act should be passed by the British Parlia-
ment to redress the wrongs of the natives. Many desperate
characters, who either are or have been convicts, escape to
New Zealand, and mix up with the natives, and are capable
of committing any crime.'

| believe the Home Government was so strongly
impressed with the necessity of some such pro-
cedure as that suggested by Mr. Marsden, that
in the session of 1832 a Bill, a copy of which |
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hold in my hand, was introduced into the House
of Commons, | believe by Lord Howick, then
Under- Secretary, to authorize the governor of
New South Wales, with the advice and consent
of the legislative council of that colony,- to make
provision for the prevention and punishment of
crimes committed by His Majesty's subjects in
islands situated in the Southern Pacific Ocean,
and not being within His Majesty's dominions,
My own impression is, if | might venture to sub-
mit an opinion on what | am aware is a very
difficult as well a very grave question, that with-
out some further legislative authority given to
the governor of New South Wales to deal with
parties committing crimes in New Zealand and
elsewhere in the islands of the Southern Sea,
crimes by British subjects will not be effectualy
prevented.

| will pass on to the case of New Holland.
That continent is circumstanced materially differ-
ently from New Zealand, because it is a British
colony, and therefore completely subject to the
British authorities. The evils which | detailed
in part to the Committee on Monday, as to the
contact of Europeans on the outskirts of the
colony, with the Aborigines, | apprehend would
be found difficult to remedy, from the fact that
they result from comparatively a few individuals,
thinly scattered over a wide expanse of country,
therefore difficult to be kept under strict superin-
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tendence and control by the magistracy or the
police. But the evil resulting from immoral in-
tercourse between the Europeans and the Abori-
gines is so enormous, that it appears to my mind
a moral obligation on the loca government to
take any practicable measures in order to put an
end to it. | should conceive, therefore, that the
extension of a vigilant and active police through-
out those parts of the country where the stock-
men, the parties to whom | more particularly
allude, are most generally found, would be essen-
tial, in order to the prevention of the crimes to
which | have referred ; and in one respect |
apprehend the local government holds a consider-
able check over these individuals ; for if my in-
formation be correct, they are in general ticket-
of-leavemen, that is, convictsholding aticket — of — |eavefrom thegovernment, and theref
particularly under their cognizance than the other
colonists are.

| should not be disposed to rely wholly upon
police for a radical cure of the evil to which
| have referred. | think that can only be
effected, so far as human arrangements go, by
bringing those Europeans under the religious
instruction of which they are now, from their
peculiar circumstances, almost wholly destitute.
They are so distant from what may be called the
colonization points of the colony, that the oppor-
tunities of their receiving any religious instruc-
tion at al are extremely rare indeed ; and |
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believe that the means at present at the disposal
of the government for administering religious in-
struction to those parties, are very inconsiderable.

| do not know how far | should meet the views
of the Committee, by offering a suggestion as to
the mode of applying religious instruction to
parties situated as those stockmen are; but if it
were within my province in offering evidence on
this point to do so, | should suggest that nothing
short of an itinerating ministry could reach the
case. | apprehend that the condition of the con-
victs in those parts of the colony can only be
met, as to the means of religious instruction, by
an itinerating ministry among them; and not
merely an itinerating ministry, that is, an itine-
ration of ordained clergymen, but by itinerating
catechists; that is, lay teachers acting under the
direction and control of clergymen assigned to
this peculiar duty. In this way the case of those
individuals might be met to a very considerable
extent, and it does not occur to me that it could
be met in any other way. | am equally at a loss
to conceive how the evils to the Aborigines can
be prevented, but by bringing those Europeans
both under religious instruction, and under the
supervision of an efficient police.

The other district to which | have to refer,
and that very briefly indeed, is the Zoolu coun-
try in Southern Africa, to which the attention
of the committee of the Church Missionary So-
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ciety has recently been called, and a mission to
which they have, in consequence, been led to
contemplate.  Our measures are in too incipient
a state at present to admit of my saying that
such a mission will be formed, though | think
the probability is that it will. But in that event,
the mission will be formed in a district beyond
the boundaries of the colony, in the vicinity of
Port Natal. There are already a certain number,
though not a very considerable one, of Europeans
located at Port Natal, for the purpose of carry-
ing on commercial transactions with the tribes
in the interior, | believe more particularly with
the Zoolus. | should conceive that some effec-
tual control over those Europeans would be an
almost essential preliminary step, in order to ad-
vantageously commencing a mission in the Zoolu
country.  The only two suggestions that | have
to offer in furtherance of that object, would be
very analogous to those that | have already made
with reference to New Zealand. The first is
the stationing a British officer at Port Natal,
with authority from the Cape of Good Hope
to exercise such a sort of jurisdiction or autho-
rity as the Government at home and the local
government might think fit to entrust him with ;
and more especially, an enactment of the British
Parliament that should bring British subjects
residing in that part of Africa under the cogni-
zance and jurisdiction of the governor of the
Cape of Good Hope, with regard to the criminal
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acts committed by them; in the same way as
proposed in the Bill of 1832, with regard to the
government of New South Wales, relative to
Europeans in New Zealand, and elsewhere in
the South Seas.

| believe that is the whole of what | have to
submit to the Committee on the first head of the
inquiry: the next is adistinct question relating
to moral and socia improvement.

4349. To Mr. BEECHAM.—Have you turned
your attention to the consideration of what mea-
sures would be calculated to promote the protec-
tion of the native inhabitants ?

| have paid some attention to the subject, but
| have not many suggestions to offer.

4350. Do you concur in the suggestions which
have been made by Mr. Coates ?

With regard to multiplying residents in the
islands of the South Sea, | have had some hesi-
tation, | confess, as to the propriety of the
measure. | am quite sdatisfied that if such resi-
dents as Mr. Busby, to whom reference has been
made, were placed at the various groupes of
islands, very great benefit might accrue from
the arrangement; but at the same time | should
expect that much mischief would result from the
appointment of persons of an opposite character.
If a resident should adopt any such erroneous
views of the character and wants of the natives
as a European consul in a foreign country, who
judged that if the native mind was subdued and
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softened by music, it might then be thrown into
a new mould of character, and the condition of
the people might consequently be improved ; and
if at the same time he should steadily oppose and
thwart those plans and measures which experi-
ence has now demonstrated can alone elevate
and improve a barbarous people ; | do fear, that
however useful he might be in affording protec-
tion to the natives against the aggression of
British subjects, this would be more than coun-
terbalanced by the evil that he would occasion.
In making these remarks, however, | would be
understood as expressing nothing more than the
strong opinion | entertain as to the care that
must be used in selecting proper persons to fill
so important an officee  Considering the evils
which the inhabitants of those remote islands are
suffering from many of our seamen, and not being
able to mark out any better plan for meeting the
urgent necessity that exists, | do concur in the
recommendation that a sufficient number of suit-
able persons be appointed to the principal islands
of the South Sea, who shall be invested with
sufficient powers to bring to justice all British
subjects who may commit aggressions against the
natives.

| have thought that another important measure
for affording protection to the natives of those
countries where we have our colonies, would be
to extend the jurisdiction of the colonial courts
of justice, and empower them to try British sub-
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jects who have committed offences against the
natives beyond the boundary of the colony. If
such an extension of the jurisdiction of the colo-
nial courts of justice could take place, | think
considerable benefit would result from the ar-
rangement.

It has aso appeared to me that the appoint-
ment of officers in some of the colonies, who
should be more especialy charged with the pro-
tection of the natives, would be a good measure.
| am very far from intending to imply any cen-
sure against His Majesty's representatives in any
of the colonies, or any of the constituted autho-
rities there, in the remarks which |1 now make;
but | think it would be a great advantage, and
serve greatly to promote the interests of the
natives, if His Majesty's Government were to
appoint persons whose proper and only business
it should be to look after the concerns of the
natives, to inquire after the wrongs inflicted
upon them by British subjects, and to take mea-
sures that the offences thus committed might be
visited in a suitable manner :—

And in connection with that arrangement, |
have thought it would be desirable that a law
officer should be appointed for the purpose of
managing the cause of injured natives in the
colonia courts, and of whose services the natives
might always easily avail themselves.

4351. Mr. GLADSTONE.—Do not you appre-
hend that it would fall naturally within the juris-
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diction of the attorney-general, and might be
fairly assigned to him ?

| am not prepared to maintain that it might
not be included within the jurisdiction of the
attorney-general; if the attorney-general were
invested with sufficient power to accomplish the
object, a new appointment might then be un-
necessary.

4352. If the jurisdiction of the courts were
extended, would not the attorney-general's office
meet that object?

Perhaps it might; but then the attorney-
general must be on the spot; in the colony of the
Cape of Good Hope he lives some 700 miles
from the Caffre frontier.

4353. Sir R. DONKIN.—Are the Committee
to understand that you are for affording protec-
tion to the natives against the aggressions of
British subjects, by extending the jurisdiction
of the colonial courts beyond the frontier, but
without providing a corresponding protection for
British subjects beyond the frontier, against
aggressions from the natives ?

No; | did not intend that that should be
understood. | was merely speaking in answer to
the question respecting what protection should
be afforded to the natives.

4354. Do you wish to give the same protection
to the British against the native aggressor, that
you would wish to give to the natives against
the British aggressor ?
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Certainly; | should recommend that protection
be afforded to British subjects.

4355. By what machinery or persuasion, or
system of force, would you bring the natives to
submit to such a jurisdiction for the defence of
British subjects : suppose one' of the natives
commits an offence against a British subject?

| did not understand that the question put to
me embraced both those views, and in consider-
ing the subject | have turned my attention to
what | conceive to be the only design of the
guestion. | state now, generally, that in what |
sy | am not to be understood as wishing to
withhold protection from British subjects. |
would have those measures pursued which should
secure equal justice to both parties.

4356. What should those measures be ?

| am not prepared to state what measures
ought to be adopted in order to accomplish, in all
cases, the latter object.

4357. But if the jurisdiction of the colonial
courts were extended, as you recommend, beyond
the frontier, you mean that the power of those
courts should not be exerted all on one side, but
should equally protect the native and the British
subject ?

| can have no objection to that, if it can be
accomplished.

4358. But you cannot state any means by
which this double protection can be so extended ?

| am not prepared on the first proposal of the
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guestion to describe the apparatus by which the
twofold object could be effected in al the colo-
nies. Astothe principle, however, it is perfectly
clear that protection ought to be secured for
British subjects against the aggressions of the
natives.

4359. Do you think it possible that by any
arrangements of the colonia courts such even-
handed protection to both parties can be afforded ?

| do not know whether by the extension of the
colonial courts both objects could be practically
secured ; but if proper measures were taken to
protect the natives, | conceive it would be pos-
sible for the British Government to exert such an
influence over the native chiefs, as to induce them
to adopt a corresponding arrangement, by which
they would take care that, at al events in their
own way, redress should be afforded when any
of the natives might commit acts of injustice
against British subjects.

4360. You are aware that this Committee are
sitting for practical purposes ?

Yes.

4361 Then theories and hopes such as you
express can lead to no result, unless you point
out the means by which those theories and hopes
can be carried into practical operation : do you
admit that ?

But

4362 CHAIRMAN.—Do you admit it to the
full extent in which itisput? is not it possible
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for you to suggest a certain measure, without
being able to enter into al the machinery by
which that measure should be carried into
operation ?

| was proceeding to say, that | conceive it is
not my business to point out the means for ac-
complishing the last-mentioned object. | have
embraced the whole range of the question which
was submitted to me in writing. | do not con-
sider that | was caled upon by that question to
devise plans for the protection of British sub-
jects; the question relates exclusively to mea-
sures to be recommended for the protection of
the natives.

4363. Do not you think there is this distinc-
tion ; that if an European chooses to go amongst
savages he must subject himself to the conse-
guences, but that if he chooses to go amongst
savages we have a control over him, and ought
to take care that he shal not injure and Kkill
those people ?

Yes.

4365. Chairman to Mr. ELLIS.—What mea-
sures would you recommend for the protection of
the natives ?

Any effectual protection to the Aborigines of
the countries we visit or colonize, will not only
shew a just sense of the obligations arising out
of the relation we are brought into with them,
but will also be an act of great benefit to our own
countrymen, as it will prevent much crime on
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their part, and its inevitable conseguences, retalia-
tions; which are sooner or later proportionably dis-
astrous to the first aggressors. No single measure
however, will be applicableto all. Thecircumstances
of the Aborigines with whom we come into contact
are exceedingly diversified, and include every
variety in the social state, from the Aborigines
of New Holland, perhaps the lowest in the scale
of civilization of any portion of the human race,
to the advanced state of the inhabitants of India.
Every measure must therefore be framed with
reference to the special circumstances of the
people to whom its provisions are to be applied ;
but there are certain broad principles which must
form the basis, and must pervade the details of
every measure that can be expected to answer
thisend ; and that must never be lost sight of in
carrying out such measures.

The principles referred to are obvious: | do not
presume that | have any to suggest that have not
occurred to the Committee; but it appears to me,
that in order to protect the natives and to protect
also our own countrymen, al our intercourse with
the former should be based upon the principles of
humanity, justice, and truth. It is a melancholy
fact, that in amost every instance of the first
intercourse between Europeans and uncivilized
nations, there has been a cruel disregard of the
first and strongest dictates of humanity. Eu-
ropeans have proceeded under an impression that
it was necessary, in order to secure or accomplish
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any objects for which they sought intercourse
with the natives, to convince the latter of their
power to chastise or to destroy; disregarding
under this impression al considerations of right,
we have generally had recourse to the deadly
effects of fire-arms, and have generally become
murderers in order to repress the confidence [of
the natives in our friendly intentions] and to
inspire them with dread. | could adduce from
the South Sea Islands, many instances of this.
I might mention Capt. Wallis; he was the
first of our countrymen that went there, about
fifty years ago. The people were astonished at
the ship, they were examining the flag that hung
prominently over the stern of the vessel ; it was
considered they were taking too great a liberty,
and that this might lead to unfavourable conse-
guences, and aman was fired at, and life was
destroyed before any intercourse had taken place
between our countrymen and the islanders. There
are some most affecting instances on record in
the evidence of this Committee, and there are
others that might be adduced ; such as a ship
sailing along near the shore of one of the islands,
on which the people were crowding to see it,
when the guns, charged with grape shot, were
fired among them, for no other purpose than to
show them the power of the English.—It should
be laid down as a principle in all our intercourse
with uncivilized tribes, that persons thus disre-
garding the solemn obligations of humanity, thus
E
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deliberately taking away, without any just cause,
human life, should be liable to the penalty which
our laws inflict for the perpetration of the same
crime at home.

The next principle should be a regard to jus-
tice. Here | refer especialy to the seizing of the
lands of the people whose country we may colo-
nize, and the expulsion or annihilation of its
rightful possessors. It has been our custom to
go to a country, and because we were stronger
than the inhabitants, to take and to retain pos-
session of the country, to which we had no claim,
but to which they had the most inalienable right,
upon no other principle than that we have the
power to do so. This is a principle that can
never be acted upon without insult and offence to
the Almighty, the common parent of the human
family, and without exposing ourselves, sooner or
later, to the most disastrous calamities and indeli-
ble disgrace. No colony founded in plunder, or as
is often the case in murder, whose first acts were
those of flagrant injustice and cruelty, can be ex-
pected to prosper, if we believe in the righteous
government of Divine Providence. Our settle-
ments in different parts of the world can only be
honourable, safe and advantageous, when founded
injustice.

Our intercourse with the natives should fur-
ther be regulated by aregard to truth. Unci-
vilized nations, though they are our inferiorsin
power and in knowledge, are capable of estima-
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ting the force of truth; and it is astonishing what
influence a regard to truth has upon them, and
the extent to which our characters are deterio-
rated in their estimation when our engagements
are violated. These principles, it appears to me,
should form the basis of intercourse with uncivil-
ized tribes.

By some the principles adverted to may be re-
garded as not connected with Christianity; but
Christianity comprehends them in the injunction,
that whatever we would that men should do unto
us, we are commanded to do unto them. Nothing
will more effectually tend to render our inter-
course with uncivilized tribes beneficial than our
inspiring them with confidence; they are soon
taught, by severe experience, confidence in our
power; and they should have confidence in our
justice and truth. A course of procedure which
shall secure this, will most effectualy prevent
aggression and violence on one part, and retalia-
tion on the other.

We shall further avoid one of the most frequent
causes of dispute® by recognizing their inalienable
right to the soil they inhabit, and the productions
of the soil, whether game or fruits and roots, on
which they live; as in those countries where the
people live by hunting, or as in the South Sea
Islands, where they live upon the produce of the
bread-fruit and the cocoa-nut trees. | would
earnestly recommend that it be enacted by Par-

1 At least one of the most frequent causes of dispute—W. E.
E?2
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liament, as a principle in the establishment of
colonies, settlements or factories by British sub-
jects, among uncivilized tribes, that no colony be
founded, no house built, no garden inclosed, and
no portion of land be occupied by any person
going to those countries; or disposed of by any
British subject in authority on the borders of
those countries ; or by any sanction of the British
Government unless the same has first been se-
cured by open treaty, the terms of which are
understood by the native proprietors of the coun-
try, and agreed to by them, and which shall be
preserved in writing for reference, to prevent
future quarrels ; or by equitable purchase. The
transfer of their lands to strangers should not
be a surrender imposed upon them by fear that
worse consequences will follow if they refuse;
nor should it be a purchase that should be
merely nominal,—a bauble, such as a string of
beads or buttons, in exchange for that on which
their existence depends.

| would further recommend, that native au-
thorities should be treated with respect, and that
regard should be shown to their laws and usages,
so far as can be done without compromise of cha-
racter or virtue. It is customary to treat them
with contempt, and to consider it beneath us to
observe the usages and laws by which their soci-
ety is regulated ; needless offence is thus often
given. The object of the Committee would, |
apprehend, [in regard to countries bordering on
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the colonies,] be promoted by the appointment of
residents among them, who should he amenable
to their laws; the chiefs to be informed that they
are liable to be called to account by the British
government for the conduct which the governors
of their country may pursue towards its subjects.

There is only one of two principles that can
be adopted on this head ; one is making
British subjects amenable to the British law,
giving the chiefs an appeal to the British autho-
rities, and making the natives amenable to the
British laws. In reference to traders and others
going beyond the boundaries of our colonies, and
residing occasionaly or permanently among the
natives of the adjacent countries, | do not per-
ceive that anything can be done better than to
stipulate, in a written treaty with the native
chiefs or rulers of the country, for the protection
of British subjects, so long as the latter conduct
themselves in a sober, honest, and peaceable man-
ner ; guaranteeing on our parts equal protection
to any natives that may come within our colonies,
so long as they are guilty of no breach of the
laws of the same. This would render natives
residing under our government, subject to our
laws; and Europeans who voluntarily, for any
purpose that they may deem advantageous, leave
their own country and fix their residence in a
country under the government of native rulers,
amenable to the laws and usages of that country.
There is nothing unjust in this, and it will, | ap-
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prehend, be found in practical operation the most
simple and satisfactory.

In reference to transient visits to islands or
coasts remote from our colonies, | would recom-
mend, as a means of protecting the natives of
those countries, that seamen, traders and others,
should be liable to be called to account for rob-
beries or murders committed on the inhabitants of
such islands or coasts, on the return of the former
[viz. seamen, traders, or others] to the colonial
port from which they may have sailed, or to this
country. Some more efficient enactment of this
kind, framed on the principle of the regulations
of the government of New South Wales in 1813,
or the Act of Parliament, 57th of the king, passed
in June 1817, " For the more effectua punish-
ment of Murders and Manslaughters committed
in places not within His Majesty's Dominions,"
would operate most advantageously in restraining
from outrage and bloodshed.

Occasional friendly communications from the
home or the loca government to the native au-
thorities of the aboriginal tribes that we arein
the habit of having intercourse with, would tend
much to create and maintain a good understand-
ing. The influence of such communications would
be great, and their effects equally salutary to all
parties.

In regard to maritime countries, there should
be instructions to naval commanders to treat
native authorities with suitable attention, to
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regard their laws, and encourage their efforts
to introduce wholesome regulations, industry,
sobriety, and peace; to show by their respect for
the religious services of missionaries, when any
are stationed at the places they visit, that they
belong to a Christian country. The indirect in-
fluence of such deportment would be exceedingly
valuable in promoting the welfare of the people,
as has been most satisfactorily shown in the truly
honourable conduct of most of the naval com-
manders who have visited the South Sea Islands.

Native tribes would be further protected by
the appointment of a resident of high mora cha-
racter, and suitable qualification, to protect Bri-
tish interests in countries with which we have
intercourse, and to counsel the chiefs in political,
civil, or mercantile affairs. We should thus
afford them al the advantage of our experience
and influence; and help them forward in the
adoption of beneficial measures, and in laying the
foundations of such institutions as would greatly
promote their civilization and prosperity. Thus
we should prove real benefactors to them, and
our intercourse be a blessing and not a curse. If
such officers were invested with power to investi-
gate complaints, receive evidence, and examine
witnesses, in cases of aggression on the part of
the Europeans on the natives, or of the natives
on the Europeans, it would be a great means of
preserving peace and life. In the event of the
natives being the aggressors, they might be
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handed over to their own chiefs, to be punished
according to the forms of a treaty which should
form the basis of our intercourse with them. In
the event of aggression on the part of visitors,
the evidence taken, the accuser and the accused
having been confronted, should be forwarded to
this country; and the parties should be liable to
be proceeded against on such evidence, duly au-
thenticated, on their reaching this country, or the
colony from which they might have proceeded.
Should a British resident at any port or island
visited for traffic by Englishmen, find physical
power necessary to carry into effect the awards
he might adjudge on his own countrymen, by a
treaty with the native chiefs, native power might
be furnished and employed by the chiefs, on the
authority and under the direction of the English
resident: it would never do to employ the natives
under [any authority but that of] their own chiefs.

Further, it would be a means of protecting the
natives of maritime countries, if any captain were
liable to a penalty for discharging a seaman from
his ship, and turning him on shore, without the
permission of the chief of the place. A captain
should be obliged, at the request of the chiefs, to
receive on board and take away any seaman who
may have absconded from his ship, and taken
up his residence on shore without the consent of
the chiefs of the place. Further, the captain of
any British ship, touching at any island or port,
should be required to remove any seaman left
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contrary to the will of the chiefs by any former
captain, on the request of such chiefs.

These are among the chief points that have
occurred to me, as the means of protecting the
Aborigines of the countries with which we come
into contact. But | would also beg leave to
add, the desirableness of preventing, by every
practicable means, the introduction of ardent
spirits among the inhabitants of the countries we
may visit or colonize. There is nothing more
injurious to the South Sea Islanders than seamen,
who have absconded from ships, setting up huts
for the retail of ardent spirits, called grog-shops,
which are the resort of the indolent and vicious
of the crews of the vessels, and in which, under
the influence of intoxication, scenes of immorality
and even murder, have been exhibited, amost
beyond what the natives witnessed among them-
selves while they were heathens. The demorali-
zation and impediments to the civilization and
prosperity of the people that have resulted from
the activity of foreign traders in ardent spirits,
have been painful in the extreme. In one year,
it is estimated that the sum of 12,000 dollars was
expended in Tahiti alone, chiefly by the natives,
for ardent spirits. | am, however, thankful to be
able to state, that the principles of Temperance
Societies have been introduced, and the happiest
results have followed.

4366. CHAIRMAN to MR COATES.—What

measures would you consider likely to conduce
ES
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to the moral, civil, and religious improvement of
the people ?

Before | answer this question, there are one
or two answers in my former evidence that |
should wish to explain. In speaking of the
destructive effects of colonization upon the Abori-
gines in different parts of the world, | am not
sure whether my answer was not too undefined.
| meant to speak as to the fact of the effect of
colonization upon the Aborigines of a country,
and not to describe those effects as a necessary
consequence of colonization. | am not prepared
to say that colonization might not be conducted
in a given country, so as not to produce those
injurious consequences which | have attributed
toit. | am not quite sure that my answer was
sufficiently guarded on this point. Neither did
| mean to say that colonization necessarily pre-
vents the introduction of education or commerce
among an uncivilized people.

| was asked whether, with reference to that
horrible transaction in Cook's Straits, which |
detailed to the Committee, | was aware of there
being any other Englishmen in that quarter, who
could have been called upon for evidence respect-
ing it, besides the persons concerned. Now |
find since, on looking into the papers, that there
were two runagate Englishmen in that part at
the time. | merely refer to the circumstance
that my evidence may be quite correct.
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With regard to the social, moral, and religious
improvement of an aboriginal people, as a conse-
quence of the evidence | have already given, |
state unhesitatingly that Christianity is the in-
strument to be employed. But | apprehend the
present question is rather directed to draw forth
any suggestions that | may be able to offer, by
which a Christian government may facilitate the
use of that instrument in subserviency to the
moral and religious improvement of an uncivilized
people.

In replying to the question in this view of it,
as briefly as | can, | would apply myself to it not
theoretically but specifically with reference to
two or three countries with which the Church
Missionary Society is connected. And first, New
Zedland. What | should wish to see done in
subserviency to the moral and religious improve-
ment of the New Zealanders, so far as the British
Government is concerned, is, first, the placing of
an effectual restraint, so far as the Government
may be able to go in placing it, upon the demo-
ralizing conduct of British subjects. This, |
think, it fairly lies upon the Government of the
country to attend to. The imposing of such a
restraint, where a Christian mission is in opera-
tion among an aboriginal people, would, in my
mind, go very effectually to promote their moral,
social, and religious improvement. Then, speak-
ing with reference to New Zealand, | would
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suggest the importance of the firm establishment
of British influence on the minds of the native
chiefs. They are at present extremely well dis-
posed towards England : they look to England,
and regard this country as a point of reference ;
as a friendly power. They are disposed, there-
fore, to receive suggestions and recommenda-
tions; and in this way the British Government,
without exceeding their appropriate limits, might,
| apprehend, materially facilitate the social, moral,
and religious improvement of the New Zealanders,
by its influence on the minds of the native chiefs.
But, in saying that, | wish to add most distinctly,
a protest, if | might venture to employ such a
term, against the colonization of New Zealand,
on the part of the Government; because, though
| do not conceive colonization to be necessarily
productive of destructive consequences, yet it
has so generally led to that result, that there is
nothing that | should deprecate more than the
colonization of New Zealand by this country.
And this the more especially, as by the agency of
Christian missions, there being a mission of the
Wesleyan Society, as well as of the Church Mis-
sionary Society in operation there, a process is
going on, by which those general interpositions
of the Government that | have referred to, would
secure, so far as any human means can secure,
the moral, social, and religious improvement of
the people, and preserve them entire as a distinct
race.
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| do not know whether it would be precisely
within my province, in giving evidence before
this Committee, to advert to such a consideration ;
but as a motive to induce the British Govern-
ment to exercise this influence over the native
chiefs, | think that the political position of New
Zealand, on alarge view of the question, ought
not to be lost sight of. It is unquestionably the
key of India on one hand, as the Cape of Good
Hope is on the other. And therefore | conceive
it to be a matter of deep importance to this coun-
try to secure a friendly influence over the chiefs
of New Zealand, and the more so because |
believe there is no doubt that other powers have
at different times contemplated obtaining an as-
cendancy in New Zealand, by colonizing it.

| have received within the last few days a
document, by which it appears that an individual,
who styles himself Baron de Thierry, is assuming
a sovereignty in New Zealand, which, whether
it be ultimately successful or not, has led to the
issue of a proclamation on the part of Mr. Busby,
the British resident, in opposition to his preten-
sions. He designates himself as the sovereign
chief of New Zealand ; has announced his inten-
tion to establish in his own person an independent
sovereignty in that country, in consequence of an
invitation given to him by Shungie and other
chiefs, with whom he was in communication some
years ago ; and an alleged purchase made for
him in 1822 by Mr. Kendall, who was then in



86

connexion with the Church Missionary Society.
Now the British resident has felt it necessary to
disavow this person, and to protest against his
proceedings, and to warn all British subjects
against having any sort of connexion or concern
with him.  And | think that affords an additional
illustration of the importance of our Govern-
ment's securing a friendly influence over the
native chiefs, which would enable them to prevent
its being possessed by any other party, to the
prejudice of our country.

With regard to New Holland : the Aborigines
there have a special claim upon the interposition
of the Government, as being British subjects;
therefore what, as the representative of the
Church Missionary Society, | should urge, in
subserviency to their moral and social improve-
ment is, in the first place, an extension of that
aid which the Government at present gives to
the mission already, entered upon as it was at
the instance, and by means of a pecuniary grant
from the Government,—by an increased pecuniary
grant, and (to which | attach far more import-
ance, as to the ultimate benefit of the arrange-
ment to the Aborigines) a grant of land around
the present mission settlement at Wellington
Valley. This would keep off stockmen, and
persons of that description, from interfering with
the mission and its operations; and if properly
cultivated and improved, with reference to pas-
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turage and cattle, might, | apprehend, be ren-
dered the means of indefinitely extending the
mission itself among the Aborigines. And |
conceive this clam stands on the clearest prin-
ciples of justice. The Aborigines have been
dispossessed of their country by an act of the
British Government; and not only dispossessed
of it, but their condition rendered still worse than
it previously was, by the introduction among them
of European vices and crimes.

With regard to another district, the Zoolu
country, in South Africa, | would merely say,
that in order to facilitate the due influence of
Christianity upon the people of that country, in
the event of a mission being entered upon by the
Church Missionary Society, | should consider
the residence of a British agent at Port Natal
as a very important auxiliary. It would operate
at once to impose that restraint to which | have
before referred, upon the demoralizing conduct
of the British subjects, and to give a genera
countenance to the mission among the natives
in the districts in which it might be carried on.

| beg to say a few words with regard to Sierra
Leone, though | scarcely know whether it fals
distinctly within the limits of the question. My
impression is that that colony has very peculiar
claims to be cared for and fostered by the British
Government. It does not stand on the common
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principle of British colonies, but in a very pecu-
liar relation. The Africans liberated from slave
ships are congregated there under the provisions
of treaties with the different European powers,
and by the provisions of those treaties placed
under the specia protection and care of the
British Government. Now, considering the de-
plorable and desolate condition in which those.
individuals are landed in Sierra Leone from the
slave-ships, the Government appears to me, by
that arrangement with the European powers, to
have contracted something like a paternal rela-
tion and obligation to the people so brought toge-
ther within that colony, and, as a consequence,
to have really bound themselves to promote the
moral and religious, as well as the political and
social well-being of the people. Now, | doubt
whether adequate means to promote the general
well-being of these liberated Africans have hither-
to been employed. The Church Missionary
Society, aided to some extent by the Govern-
ment, has for many years carried on a mission
specially directed to the religious benefit of those
people ; but | apprehend the Government owed
it to the people to employ those subsidiary means
that might have enabled them adequately to
benefit by the agency of the missionaries among
them. | think the Government was bound to
care for finding the people employment; to a
certain sense, capital, though | use that term in
a very low signification indeed; and a market.
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Unless the people have those advantages in a
greater or less degree placed within their reach,
it is impossible, humanly speaking, that they
should rise in civilization, as their advantages
in other respects would enable them to do. This
might be done by promoting tropical agriculture
among them, by small advances, and by facili-
tating them in sending the produce of their lands
to a market, when it was raised. Considering
the peculiar circumstances in which that colony
is placed, | conceive those obligations lie upon
the Government, which do not lie upon it with
reference to any other possession or Colony under
the British Crown. With respect to trades also,
facilities should be afforded to the acquisition of
them by the more intelligent and advanced in
education of the native youths. Some species of
manufacture might also be introduced among the
people without any considerable expense to the
Government. This has been taken up to a
limited extent by our missionaries. One of them
states, " that the art of spinning cotton was
introduced into the girls' school, and a few boys
have been taught to weave. We purchased
120 Ibs. of cotton, in small quantities of 6 to 12
ounces each: with proper encouragement they
would soon raise as many cwts. In 1834, the
first piece of calico was manufactured from this
cotton in the colony.” | mention this as an illus-
tration of the readiness of the people to avail
themselves of advantages of this description placed
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within their reach, urging, as | think | am
entitted to do, for the reasons | have already
assigned, the obligation on the Government to
go out of its usual course in order to supply those
advantages to a population so peculiarly circum-
stanced as that of Sierra Leone.

4367. To Mr. BEECHAM.—What measures
have occurred to you, as calculated to promote
the moral and social improvement of the natives ?

| shall confine myself for the present to the
consideration of the question so far as the abori-
gina inhabitants of our colonies are concerned ;
and | will, moreover, limit myself to one single
recommendation upon that subject.

I would first remark on the system of coloni-
zation pursued by this country, for the purpose
of laying down a ground on which to rest the
general recommendation | have to make. And |
would take the opportunity of observing here, in
reference to the questions proposed the other day,
that 1 do not imagine that colonization and com-
merce must necessarily prove injurious to the
inhabitants of our colonies, and of the countries
that our seamen visit. | think the reverse might
be the case: | think that if colonization and
commerce were conducted on truly Christian
principles, they might be made the means of
communicating the most substantial benefits to
the different aboriginal nations of the world.
What | said the other day related merely to
matter of fact, that the general tendency of our
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system of colonization has been injurious. | say
the general tendency, because | have not lost
sight of the fact that there have been many
religiously-disposed seamen and colonists, and
other excellent individuals, who in their inter-
course with the natives in different parts of the
world, have to some extent redeemed our national
character. Having made this remark in refer-
ence to the question of the preceding day, |
would beg to observe, that | entertain a very
strong opinion as to the evil of the principle on
which our present system of colonization is based.
| am not sure that | ought to say in this place all
that | think and fed upon the subject:—but as
you invite me to proceed, | must say thus much,
that | do regard our present system as founded
on a principle of injustice and wrong. When
| read some of our Acts of Parliament which
relate to the formation of our colonies, | find that
the lands of certain countries are sold to the
colonists, without any reference whatever to the
aboriginal inhabitants: the very countries which,
at the times when the Acts are passed, are occu-
pied by various aboriginal tribes, are al disposed
of as though they were waste and uninhabited
regions. Now | must confess | have never yet
been able to see the equity of such a proceeding.
| have ever thought, and must still continue to
think, unless eternal justice itself should change,
that this is essentially and moraly wrong; and
that our colonization system is thus based upon
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a principle of unrighteousness. This| regard as
the origina cause of many of the evils of which
we complain ; a great proportion of the ill conse-
guences resulting from intercourse between the
colonists and the natives are to be traced to this
very source. | do not see what else can follow
than very disastrous results. The colonists and
the natives are necessarily brought into painful
collison at the very outset; the one seeks to
obtain possession of the lands secured to them by
Act of Parliament, the other to keep possession
of those very lands which are theirs by a prior
right;—and what is the consequence ? The whole
history of colonization tells us: the natives have
to retire, but they retire with irritated feelings,
and in the spirit of revenge ; and thus the found-
ation is laid, as the natural consequence of the
wrong principle on which our colonization is
based,—the foundation, | say, is laid of a system
of painful and angry intercourse between the
colonists and the natives for years to come.

Now | make this remark, in order that | may
go to what | think the very root of the evil, (for
unless this is done, the measures you may propose
will not meet the emergency of the case) ; and
having thus traced the mischief to its source, an
effectual remedy becomes the subject of inquiry.
What can now be done? Our colonies have
been too generally founded on this principle, and
the natives have in consequence suffered, and are
entitled to all the compensation which it is in our
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power to make. What is the recompense we
have now to offer ? | can see one and only one
way by which our country can now place itself
on something like the broad ground of justice,
and make compensation to the natives whom we
have thus injured ; and that is by furnishing them.
with the means of Christian instruction and social
improvement.  Now that, | think, will be some-
thing like a fair remuneration for the loss of their
lands. If we, as a nation, communicate to the
aboriginal inhabitants of our colonies the means
of Christian instruction and moral improvement;
if we make them the participants of our common
Christianity, and our socia and civil privileges,
we shall confer upon them advantages which will,
| think, counterbalance the loss that they have
sustained ; for, after all, if the natives are brought
to the enjoyment of Christianity and civilization,
they will not need so great an extent of territory
as they do now in their uncultivated and roving
state ; a much narrower compass of land will
then be sufficient for their comfortable support.
| am not speaking on the subject as if we were
to begin de novo, but in reference to things as
they are. The mischief is done, and the question
is now how far shall the error be rectified ? And
my opinion is, that we are bound as a nation to
make an ample provision for the religious and
moral instruction of the native inhabitants of al
our colonies. | am aware that it would be in-
expedient for me to introduce a principle here
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which is not universally admitted ; and | would
therefore carefully keep out of the range of the
mooted Church and State question, and rest my
argument on the obvious undisputed ground of
justice. On that ground | take my stand. In
our national character, by our legislative acts,
we have wronged the Aborigines of our colonies ;
justice requires that we make reparation in the
character in which we inflicted thewrong; and |
therefore give it as my deliberate and fixed
opinion, that we are required to make, out of our
national funds, a suitable provision for promoting
their religious and moral instruction. | would
say, in conclusion, that nothing less than this, in
my view of the subject, would discharge the debt
of justice which this country owes to the natives
of our colonies; and without this, all the ar-
rangements which you may suggest will fail in
promoting effectually their moral and socia im-
provement.

4368. Are the Committee to understand that
it is your opinion, that we ought in the first in-
stance to observe the very obvious but by no
means very well observed rule, of doing to those
inhabitants as we under similar circumstances
should desire to be done by?

Mr. COATES.—Surely.

Mr. BEECHAM.—Yes.

4369. And that, secondly, over and above
the ordinary rules which would bind us to treat
men in their unprotected condition with justice,
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they are exposed to any considerable evils in con-
sequence of the visitation of Europeans ?

Mr. COATES.—Certainly.

Mr. BEECHAM.—Yes.

Mr. ELLIS.—Yes.

4370. And that consequently they are en-
titled to the only compensation we can afford,
namely, to the introduction of those arts that
tend to improve life, and those truths which will
promote their eternal welfare ?

Mr. COATES.—VYes.

Mr. BEECHAM.—Yes.

Mr. ELLIS.—Yes.

4371. That we are bound to assume as an
incontrovertible fact, that they have an inalien-
ableright to their own soil ?

Mr. COATES.—Yes.

Mr. BEECHAM.—Yes.

Mr. ELLIS.—VYes.

4372. And that it is nothing short of usur-
pation and robbery to take from them their soil
and means of subsistence, without a fair and
adequate compensation ?

Mr. COATES.—Yes, as to usurpation ; but |
am unwilling to describe it as robbery.

Mr. BEECHAM.—Yes.

Mr. ELLIS.—Yes.

4373. And the European intercourse, as it
has been too generally conducted, thins their
population, debases their morals, leads to vio-
lence and outrage, and creates a barrier to the
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spread of knowledge, civilization, commerce, and
the truths of Christianity, which under a better
system might be introduced ?

MR. COATES.—Of that | have no doubt.

MR. BEECHAM.—Yes.

Ma. ELLIS.—Yes.

4374. But that intercourse, as it might be
conducted on higher principles, would tend to
prevent savage vices and crimes; human sacri-
fice, war, and infanticide, to introduce peace,
industry, and civilization, to add greatly to our
commerce, to improve their welfare, and to advance
objects which must be desired by every friend of
mankind ; viz. the happiness of vast masses of
the human race, now in a very deplorable and
savage condition, and the diffuson of the ad-
vantages moral and intellectual, temporal, and
eternal, of Christianity ?

MR. COATES.—VYes.

MR.BEECHAM.—Yes.

MR. ELLIS.—Yes.

4375. CHAIRMAN, to MR. ELLIS.—What
measures do you think necessary to promote the
social, moral, and religious improvement of the
natives1

I think it should be the object of the British
Government, in all intercourse with the nations
on the borders of our colonies, not only to pre-
vent the outbreaking of war between them and
ourselves, but to promote peace among them-
selves. There is no way in which Britain can
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exercise a more honourable, powerful, and bene-
ficial influence over the Aboriginal tribes on the
borders of her colonies, than by being a mediator
and arbitrator of peace. It is also necessary, in
order to their moral and religious improvement,
to encourage industry and commerce. It would,
| apprehend, be a legitimate object of the British
Government, an act of judicious policy as well
as generous philanthropy, to send out indivi-
duals to promote agriculture and manufactures
among uncivilized tribes on the borders of our
colonies, to which the Christian institutions
of Britain send, at their own charge, missionaries
to teach the principles of religion; to supply
them with iron tools and stores, and whatever
might assist them in the infantine state of their
civilization.

Their moral and social improvement would also
be promoted by exempting the produce of their
country from duties; the want of this has been fatal
to the efforts of the Tahitians and others in the
South Seas, in some respects. At one time they
had a great many acres under culture with tobacco.
They hired a person from New South Wales to
teach them to grow and dress it, and they sent a
guantity to that colony, which by competent judges
was considered better than any other in the mar-
ket ; but in order to prevent the introduction of
tobacco from Brazil, there was a duty upon the
article so heavy that the natives suffered a serious
loss, and have since given up the cultivation

F
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altogether. | believe some of their other ar-
ticles are also subject to a duty, which operates
very unfavourably. It would not be perhaps too
much for a government standing in the position
in which the British Government does, to afford
to people in such circumstances every facility
and encouragement in commerce which the re-
mission of such duties would afford.

But chiefly, | would observe, that the moral and
social improvement of the natives of different coun-
tries would be greatly promoted by our removing,
in the countries under our influence, every possible
impediment which the missionary finds in the
way of free access to the people, or the people in
the way of receiving his instructions; | refer
more particularly to the difficulty felt in some
of our colonies to the attendance of children at the
schools. Christianity itself has never been in-
troduced to heathen countries by Government.
Governments cannot advantageously attempt to
propagate it; they can serveit best by protecting
the missionaries sent out by our religious insti-
tutions, in the several countries in which they
prosecute their labours. By this means, | ap-
prehend, they could most effectually promote the
moral and socia improvement of the people.

4376. MR. LUSHINGTON t0 MR. COATES.
Does your experience lead you to believe that it
would be advisable to begin with civilization in
order to produce Christianity, or with Christianity
inorder to lead to civilization ?
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Most distinctly with Christianity in order to
the civilization of a savage people, in any proper
sense of the term civilization. Of course a good
deal will depend upon what is meant by civil-
ization. If civilization be intended to mean the
moral and social improvement of a people, my
opinion is distinctly that Christianity is the in-
strument by which to bring it about. | form this
opinion from several reasons, derived partly from
the nature of Christianity itsdf, and partly from
the history of Christianity. | fed the question
proposed to me by the Committee to be a very
serious one, and therefore trust the Committee
will extend their indulgence to me in attempting
an answer to it.

| think | should not do justice to a question of
this gravity without first adverting, and | will do
it very briefly indeed, to the reasons for the opinion
derived from the nature of Christianity itself. |
find the preceptive part of Christianity tends to
make men peaceable, honest, sober, industrious,
and orderly. These, in my opinion, are the very
elements of civilization, in the moral sense of it.

| find in the Christian scheme, the doctrines
of man's falen state through sin—redemption
by Christ—renovation by the power of the Holy
Ghost—and the great and awful sanction of an
eternal judgment. Now it is clear to my mind
that the impression of these great principles on
the heart of man tends directly to make him hum-
ble, self-denying, philanthropic, beneficent; apart

F2
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from the consideration of those effects of the doc-
trines which may be considered more strictly of
areligious or theological kind. These principles,
| apprehend, cannot exist in force in any com-
munity without the moral and socia well-being
of that community being greatly promoted.

| look again into the Christian scheme, and ob-
serve the very emphatic description of«the gospel ;
it is declared to be " the power of God." | think
that the phrase must be understood to imply, in
any reasonable interpretation of the words, a Di-
vine influence accompanying the preaching of the
gospel. | see therefore in that, an arrangement
and process by which the human mind is to be
operated upon in a more powerful manner than
any other agency that can be imagined.

| look farther into the Christian scheme, and
find it to be a revelation from God. Now if God
be, as the Bible teaches us that he is, supreme in
benevolence and beneficence, as well as in power,
wisdom, and knowledge, then | think the inference
is most clear and irrefragable, that to bring that
revelation to bear upon mankind is to promote
their temporal welfare, as well as to provide for
their eternal salvation. | very slightly allude to
these important topics, because | am unwilling to
trespass unnecessarily for a single moment on the
time of the Committee ; but considering the ex-
treme weightiness of the question, | think | should
not have fairly brought it under the notice of the
Committee without thus briefly referring to these
considerations.
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But | pass to the second series of reasons;
those which are derived from the history of Chris-
tianity. Thisis a branch of the subject of such
immense extent, that it would be quite imprac-
ticable for me to do more than to glance at it in
the most rapid way possible, on an occasion like
the present. If | look at the state of the world
when at the rise of Christianity it found Rome
in the zenith of her power and glory, in the high-
est state of civilization, as civilization could exist
in a heathen land, that mankind was ever ad-
vanced to, perhaps with the exception of Greece
—which was already on the decline from her glory,
and therefore | do not more particularly refer to
Greece. In Rome, at that period, among other
practices, which | will not dwell upon, that of
selling their prisoners of war into slavery pre-
vailed ; and that of exposing their prisoners of
war in their public games. | find too, in Rome,
at that period, their gladiatorial games; man
opposed to man in mortal conflict. And this
not an accidental occurrence; but an established
order of things: exhibited not in private; not
only occasionally; but habitually at their theatres,
and to the most polished and distinguished of the
whole population. What do | find at the expira-
tion of a few ages? Christianity attains the
ascendancy, and these things are extinct.

| dwell on no other topic of ancient history,
but come down to modern times. | contrast the
state of the European nations with, | will not
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say, those of Africa, but with the more civilized
nations of Asia; and here | trace a distinction
so broad and obvious, that it need not be insisted
on. | see clearly that it is Christianity which
has conferred upon the European this distinction,

| would only attempt further to illustrate this'
bearing of the subject, from three or four facts
of a recent date. At a recent period suttees
prevailed throughout our possessions in India:
they are now prohibited. The voice of Chris-
tianity in this country unquestionably wrought
the change. The abominable pilgrim tax is sup-
pressed in India, by authority, and this was ef-
fected by the expression of Christian opinion and
feeling in this country. | look back on the enor-
mous evils of the slave trade. The slave trade is
suppressed; and suppressed unguestionably by
the force of Christianity in this country. | come
to a still more recent period ; a very recent one
indeed. | see slavery abolished throughout the
British colonies, and that at the cost of 20,000,000/.
of public money ; the result, most unequivocally,
of the state of Christian principle and feeling in
the country. A national act, | will venture to
affirm, unparalleled in the whole history of human
legislation, the glory of which redounds exclu-
sively to Christianity.

I now take up this question under a different
aspect, and one with which the Committee may
think that | am more immediately concerned: |
mean as it is illustrated by the effects of modern
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Protestant missions, | look at the operations of
the United Brethren in Labrador and Greenland.
| do not dwell upon them, as the friend more
immediately connected with those missions will
probably give that evidence himself to the Com-
mittee. Again, | witness what has resulted from
the labours of the Baptist, London and Wesleyan
Missionary Societies in barbarious nations; but
neither do | dwell on them, the friends on my
right hand having the means of exhibiting them
fully to the Committee. But | notice more par-
ticularly those of the Church Missionary Society;
and here my difficulty is to present anything like
a clear view of the result of the operations of that
society, within such a space of time as it might be
convenient to this Committee to give to the subject.

I hold in my hand a letter from the Rev.
John Weeks, a missionary of the Church Mis-
sionary Society in Sierra Leone. He has been
employed there as a catechist for ten years, and
was lately admitted to holy orders by the Bishop
of London, with a view to resume his labours in
that colony, as aclergyman. With the permis-
sion of the Committee 1 will read this paper, as
furnishing an illustration of the effects of Chris-
tianity upon a people like the liberated Africans
of Sierra Leone.

[The same was read asfollows!]

Extract of a Letter from Mr. J. Weeks to the Lay Secretary
dated 4th September, 1835.

"Perhaps | cannot do better, in making a few brief re-
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marks on the present state and progress of the West African
mission, than by commencing with our schools. We have at
the present time 1,400 children under regular Christian
instruction, al of whom, except those of the Freetown
school, are born in the colony of the liberated Africans: of
these it may be fairly stated, that 400 are either reading the
whole or part of the Scriptures; many of these little ones
read to their parents the Word of life, and communicate to
them the truths of our holy religion which they had been
taught at school, and a few conduct the morning and even-
ing prayers of the family : thus have we been blessed with a
large number of little auxiliary missionaries. When | went
to Africa, about ten years since, the average number of
colony-born children, who were then old enough to attend
school, was forty-five in each village, and now there are
nearly three hundred. There are not five children to be
found in the whole district where | have been permitted to
labour, who have not been taught in our schools. Such is
the desire of the parents for the education of their children,
that if any child is dismissed for bad conduct, the parents
will not rest satisfied until he is re-admitted.

' Eighteen months before | left the colony (April 13,
1835,) the governor sent me one hundred liberated African
boys, who had just been landed from a slave-ship, to be
educated under my superintendence ; they were in excel-
lent condition, having been on board the slaver only afew
days before they were captured and brought into Sierra
Leone. | now thought a fair opportunity was afforded me
of trying an experiment, and forming a tolerably correct
judgment of what were the capacities of the Africans: not
one of them as yet knew a single word of the English
language, and when | left, thirteen of them could read their
Bibles, and thirty-six the parables, miracles, &c. of our
Saviour, and other elementary works ; and, | trust, two of
them are by this, received into the Christian institution,
with a view to their becoming native teachers, and that
several others will in due time prove useful assistantsin the
missionary work.
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'The girls are taught one part of the day reading and
religious instruction, the other part sewing ; but in the last
twelve months we have introduced the spinning of cotton,
which the boys are taught to weave into cloth : so that by
these means habits of industry and usefulness are early
incul cated,

' The few following facts will show what a high value the
natives in Sierra Leone set on their present privileges of the
Gospel. We have a Sunday school established in each
village that is under the superintendence of our society;
there are one hundred and fifty adults and apprentices,
on an average, to each. It is a gratifying fact, to see among
this number many parents patiently submitting to be taught
by their own children, who are monitors in the day-school ;
and as soon as ever any of them are able to read the parables
and miracles, they will be sure to come and purchase a
copy of the Holy Scriptures. Their regular attendance on
the means of grace, and the great reverence paid to the
Sabbath, by all where the missionaries arelabouring, is great
cause of thankfulness. It is a rare thing to see a solitary
individual following any worldly business on the Lord's-day.

"A few weeks before | left, the governor visited the
villages with a view to ascertain the real state of the
churches and schools ; while engaged in examining the
church at Charlotte, which had been begun several years
since, but unhappily was never finished, two of the most
respectable inhabitants of the village, and members of our
church, stepped forward and addressed the governor, ' Sir,
we are hungry too much." On their being requested to ex-
plain themselves, they said, ' We are hungry too much to
have this church finished." The governor appeared much
pleased, and told them he should like to know what as-
sistance the inhabitants would give, and promised to do
what he could to assist them. A subscription was imme-
diately opened among themselves, and when | had em-
barked they had collected upward of £30. (each man also
offered to give one week's labour) ; a sufficient evidence
that they earnestly desire to see the house of God finished.

F5
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'The people of Gloucester actually built themselves a
new frame church during the past year.

' Eight months previous to my leaving the colony | told
the people of Bathurst, the village where | was residing, |
should be very glad to receive from them the smallest con-
tribution to the Church Missionary Society, thereby giving
them an opportunity to assist in sending the Gospel 'to
those still in heathen darkness. In a few weeks | got one
hundred and thirty-three subscribers ; some giving afarthing,
others a halfpenny, some a penny, which they brought to me
every Monday morning; at the end of the eight months. |
had received from them £10. 4s. 7d.

' Between £60. and £70. worth of school and religious
books were purchased by the people of Sierra Leone during
the past year ; this includes all the school-books which are
purchased by the parents for their children.

' There are upwards of three hundred candidates for bap-
tism, who have been on trial for the last four or five years,
during which period they have received regular stated
weekly instruction ; many of these are from the liberated
Africans formerly brought up in our schools ; eleven were
baptized at Bathurst a few weeks before | left the colony.

' We have upwards of six hundred communicants. More
than seventy communicants out of one hundred and eighty-
four, now at Regent Town, were baptized and admitted to
the privilegesof the church, by thelate Rev. W. B. Johnson.
These, while many have awfully fallen, have steadily held on
their way for the last twelve years, and many have died and
gone to heaven. There are eleven youths now in the insti-
tution training for native schoolmasters, several of whom
give great promise of future usefulness.'

The mission to the Aborigines of New Holland
is of arecent origin, and, as the Committee may
infer from the evidence which | gave on Monday,
carried on under very difficult and discouraging
circumstances. But there are indications of a
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favourable influence upon the minds even of those
people, fully to the extent, | think, of what could
have been anticipated in the short period during
which the mission has been established. This
paper contains extracts from two reports ad-
dressed by the missionaries to the governor of
New South Wales: the one for the year 1833,.
and the other for the year 1834.

4377. When was the mission established ?

In October, 1832.

4378. What isthe number of the members of it ?

Two clergymen.

| would only read two or three extracts from the
first report, which extends to the end of the year
1833: ' It has not been discovered that these chil-
dren and youths are in any degree inferior in in-
tellect, or ability to learn, to those of civilized
countries. They learn their lessons, hymns, pray-
ers, &c, as readily as children in general in an
English school.'

In a subsequent year, the report enters more at
large into this point of the intellectual powers of
the Aborigines : ' It has been remarked, that the
native children might be taught to imitate certain
sounds, or to remember those imitations, and no
more. But the missionaries are happy to say it
is far otherwise. The gate to knowledge isin a
great measure secured against their admission,
and they manifest no curiosity to know what is
contained therein. Learning to read appears to
them a work of impossibility, and therefore they
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have no heart to it; but when once they have
become able to read, and their minds being there-
by expanded, they become inquisitive, learning
isno longer looked on as a task, but esteemed as
aprivilege, as well as a source of delight.' ' He
speaks likewise of indications of the influence of
religion on their mind. Every evening all the
natives who are present, unite with the, mission-
ary in family worship, and afterwards repeat
their prayers in a very solemn manner.

4379. What is the amount of the congregation
generally in attendance?

The course of the natives is to come in smaller
or larger bodies from the vicinity to the missionary
station, at their own option, the missionary occa
sionally itinerating among them, as he has done
to the distance of nearly 100 miles round Wel-
lington Valley. The number who come to the
station stay a longer or a shorter time, at their
pleasure, and there are sometimes ten or twenty,
sometimes forty or fifty there at atime; but at
no period a very large number; for the popula-
tionis very scanty, and the number assembling at
any one timeis not considerable. While on the
mission station, they are in the habit of attending
both the daily family worship of the missionary,
and public worship on the Lord's day.

4380. MR. GLADSTONE. In the case of
public worship, are they not in the habit of coming
at the commencement of the service and remain-
ing till its close?
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I think in general they do; but occasionaly
do not; that is, they occasionally retire before
the close of the service. But | would not wish
the Committee to understand that | mean to con-
vey the impression that this mission is at present
in what may be caled a thoroughly organized
state, either as to schools or attendance on public
worship. .But the facts that | have adverted to
are important as contrasted with the known
character and habits of the Aborigines when the
missionaries went among them, and the recent
period afterwards at which these reports were
made. They are small results abstractedly con-
sidered, but | think considerable, adverting to
the previous circumstances of the people.

4381. MR.LUSHINGTON.—Do you suppose
that the majority of those congregations have
been in usual communication with Europeans, or
that they have been only recently invited to attend?

They have been, | apprehend, in communi-
cation with scarcely any European population
but the worst part of it, the stockmen on the out-
skirts of the colony. Wellington Valley is situ-
ated about 140 miles from Sydney, in the midst
of a district which is occupied by scattered farm-
houses and residences for stockmen and persons
of that class, who are looking after the cattle
and flocks of the proprietors.

4382. Then the congregation is confined to a
class of persons who have aready had some
knowledge of European habits and customs 1
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Such habits as are incident to that class of
persons; but | am afraid none with persons of a
moral and religious characters.

I will read a short extract with reference to
their industry : ' Many have been induced to work
inthe missionary garden, in the paddock, &c. In
the spring one youth was engaged in driving bul-
locks at plough, and occasionally ploughing dur-
ing the harvest eight natives were daily reaping.
Several have planted maize, corn, melons, and
pumpkins, and some tobacco seed, for them-
selves. Some of the children have each a small
plot of ground in the mission garden, which they
respectively cultivate for themselves.'

Another passage describes the progress of trans-
lation. ' During the past year constant attention
has been given to collecting words and sentences,
analysing them, forming a vocabulary, and ar-
ranging matter for a grammar. The following
portions have been translated into the aboriginal
language. First, the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles'
Creed, and the Ten Commandments. Second,
i. ii. iii. chapters of Genesis. Third, i. ii. iii. iv.,
part of v. viii. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. chapters of St.
Matthew's Gospel. Fourth, some of the miracles
of our Lord. It was thought more eligible to
translate an account of the creation of the world,
the introduction of moral evil, the Decalogue,
the birth of Jesus Christ, his baptism and temp-
tation in the wilderness, some of his miracles,
his accusation, trial, death, and resurrection, as
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forming the leading subjects of converse with the
natives, than to proceed regularly with one book.'

With regard to New Zealand, which is the
only other mission in connexion with the Church
Missionary Society to which | shal have oc-
casion to refer, | feed much difficulty indeed in
putting the subject before the Committee in a
satisfactory form, from the extent of matter
arising out of the proceedings in the mission,
illustrative of its progress. | will pursue any
mode in dealing with the subject which the Com-
mittee may find most convenient ; but it had
occurred to me, that if | wereto read some one
document of a more general kind, illustrating the
general progress of the mission, and to put in the
remainder of those which | have prepared, and
which are all, 1 conceive, calculated to illustrate
the question which the Committee have proposed
to me, it might meet the convenience of the
Committee, without occupying too much of their
time. The paper | hold in my hand, illustrates,
| think, to a considerable extent, the general
results of the mission. It is dated as far back
as 1829 ; but | have selected it on account of its
presenting a general view of the effects of the
mission.

The mission has been making a steady, and, |
may say, a rapid progress, since that period; so
that the statements do not fully do justice to its
present state. It commences with an extract of
a letter from the Rev. William Williams, one of
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the Society's missionaries in New Zealand, dated
the 8th of December, 1829 :—

' This day was appointed for our annual examination,
which was to be held at Kerikeri. At an early hour the
whole settlement was in motion, and a little after seven
o'clock the European families and natives embarked in four
boats and one large canoe ; Mr. Davis and a small party of
natives remaining in charge of the settlement. In our
passage we fell in with Mr. King's boat and one canoe ; and
then proceeding together, we arrived at Kerikeri about
eleven o'clock. The native mode of salutation at such
times is with a rush on both sides and a sham fight, but this
was exchanged for the more sober welcome of three British
cheers. The numbers met together were about two hun-
dred and ninety ; viz. twelve European families, amounting
to seventy-two; native girls, 68; men and boys, one hun-
dred and fifty. As soon as we had dined, the Europeans
met in the chapel, where after the evening prayers, | ad-
dressed the brethren, and Mr. Yate administered the Lord's
Supper.

' The following morning at nine o'clock, after prayers,- the
examination commenced ; first, in the two catechisms which
we have prepared, then in writing and accounts. The first
class was exercised in sums in addition, subtraction, division
and compound addition. In the afternoon the natives dined
off temporary tables; the food, which consisted of pork,
beef, potatoes and bread, was served up in little baskets,
after the native fashion. They had not been eating more
than five minutes, when all with one consent left their seats
and scampered off with the remainder of the food, it being
the native custom never to leave anything which is set before
them, but to carry off what they cannot consume at the
time. The sewing of the native girls was afterwards ex-
amined, when some highly satisfactory specimens were
shown : and the next day we met in the chapel, to award a
few prizes to the most deserving. Work by the native
carpenters was brought forward, which would have done
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credit in a civilized country. The principal things were
a pannelled door, a pannelled gate, a sash, atable, and a
stool.'

The following passage is from a letter of Mr.
George Clarke, a catechist, who has been twelve
years in New Zealand. He thus writes in refer-
ence to this examination:

' During the examination | could not but contrast, in my
own mind, the present appearance of these natives with
their past situation. Here, thought I, are a number of
poor cannibals collected from the different tribes around us,
whose fathers were so rude, so savage, that for ten years,
with much pain and vexation and exposure, the first mis-
sionaries lived among them, often expecting to be devoured
by them. A few years ago they were ignorant of every
principle of religion ; many of them, like their fathers, had
glutted in human blood, and gloried in it; but now there is
not an individual among them who is not in some degree
acquainted with the truth» of the Christian religion, which,
with the blessing of God, may be the means of his conver-
sion. Not six years ago they commenced on the very
rudiments of learning : now many of them can read and
write their own language with propriety, and are completely
masters of the first rules of arithmetic. But very few years
ago a chisel made out of stone, of which many specimens
have been sent home, was the only tool ; now they have not
only got our tools, but are learning to use them. It is true
that this is but the day of small things : still greater and
more permanent blessings await New Zealand. The gospel
is preached, the Bible istranslating, scriptural precepts are
taught with scriptural doctrines, and will, | hope, soon be
practised, and then the whole train of blessings following
the preached gospel must be theirs also. | do appeal to our
friends in England, and ask them whether (taking into con-
sideration all circumstances, in the course of so few years)
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the Lord has not done wonders, yea, marvellous things in
this dark land.'

The facts in these papers of a later date take
up distinct points, and exhibit them more in
detail; and, | think, they will bear me out in
saying, that they contain decisive evidence in
illustration of the position which | wish to es
tablish : that in order to the civilization of a
savage people, the preaching of the Gospel to
them and bringing the truths of revelation to
bear upon their minds, is unquestionably that
which is most efficacious. It operates at the
earliest period, and it operates with the greatest
permanency, | am persuaded, upon any popu-
lation.

[The Papers were delivered in, and read as
follows:]

PROGRESS OF INDUSTRY AND CIVILIZATION IN
NEW ZEALAND.

The missionaries employ the natives who reside with them
in those kinds of labour which render them at once useful
to the misson, and impart knowledge and form habits cal-
culated to promote their civilization and socid welfare.
The following passages illustrate this branch of the opera-
tions of the mission.

' Kerikeri, 4th July, 1831.—The natives under my care
have been employed in shingling, fencing, burning lime,
carpentering and landing stores.'—(Mr. J. Kemp.)

' Paihia, 28th September.—Went to Kauakaua to attend
to my potato planters. If our crops yidld moderately, we
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shall raise in this settlement food for 100 days, indepen—
dently of any purchases from the natives.'—(Rev. W.
Williams.)

' Waimate.—Our consumption of iron-ware is much less
than it has ever been. Almost al our native boys who
labour in the various settlements, desire clothing for pay-
ment, which we encourage in every possible way. We do
not now give them any.'—(Rev. W. Yate)

" With the assistance of the natives, | have erected a
weather-board building, 40 feet by 20, with a skilling at the
back, which we intend using for our chapel and school.'—
(Mr. G. Clarke)

' As to our mechanical labour, we do it all with the assis-
tance of our natives; such as carpentering, blacksmith's
work, &c. We havejust finished making 50,000 bricks for
our chimneys, and are now employed getting timber and
other materials for building our permanent dwellings, barns,
&c—Mr. R Davis)

"With my natives | have been employed upon my house
in putting up fences, &c. | have also, assisted by the settle-
ment natives, burnt a quantity of lime for the purpose of
the European school.'—(Mr. C. Baker.)

' Employed in attending to native sawyers, to natives
digging a well, and to natives clearing land.'—(Mr. J.
Hamlin.)

Extract of a Letter from Mr. G. Clarke, dated
2d November, 1832.

' The farming establishment will, | have no doubt, fully
answer the expectations of the society, make usin a mea-
sure independent of the colony for supplies, aswell as be
the means of securing for the rising generation all the neces-
saries of life. It has not a little cheered me, as well as
reminded me of the land of my fathers, to see the plough at
work. It has very much excited the admiration of the
natives, and will doubtless eventually lead them to adopt
the same means for cultivating their land. | now see the
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way opening for establishing our children in this land, and
with them | trust the blessed gospel of peace.'

Extract from Mr. R. Davis's Journal.

' 21st November, 1832.—We are preparing to do what we
can in the way of agriculture. To-day | have been striking
drills for Indian corn, which grows very well here, and pro-
duces the natives a valuable food ; when properly cultivated,
it will, 1 have no doubt, produce abundant crops.

' 7th January, 1833.—During the last quarter my time
was principally taken up in preparing agricultural imple-
ments, in agriculture, and in attending to my natives em-
ployed about different work. We have altogether twelve
acres of land in cultivation, which is now cropped with
wheat, barley, Indian corn, clover and potatoes. My natives
have been employed much as heretofore.

'25th March, 1833.—Four horses at plough, breaking up
land ; one employed collecting manure. Natives employed
at carpentering, sowing, fencing, taking up potato crop, and
clearing land for the plough. Besides looking over the
men, | have worked in the blacksmith's shop.’

INTRODUCTION OF A PRINTING PRESS INTO THE MISSION.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. R. W. Wade, dated
10th January, 1835.

' The arrival of the press is, as we expected, hailed by our
friends here as a memorable event for New Zealand; and as
for the natives, those who assisted in bringing it ashore,
shouted and danced on the sand when told it was ' ta puka-
puka' (abook-press, or book-making machine.) Thereis
an extraordinary demand for books all around.'

TRANSLATIONS INTO THE NEW ZEALAND LANGUAGE.

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. W. Yate, dated
2d January, 1833.

"1 have again to write to you from New South Wales,



117

where | arrived in the Active, on the 1st of December last.
The object of my visit is to carry through the press portions
of Scripture, with the Liturgy, Communion, Baptismal and all
the other services of the Church, and a number of hymns and
six catechisms. The Scriptures ready for the press are the
first eight chapters of Genesis, the whole of St. Matthew
and St. John, with the whole of the Acts, the Romans, and
the First to the Corinthians. These when completed will
beinvaluable to us, and will repay the time which | must
necessarily spend about them.'

Extract of a Letter from Mr. William Colenso, dated Paihia,
16 March 1835.

' Since the date of my last (January 31), which | trust
came to hand in due time, | have been busily engaged in
cleaning and setting up the printing-press, and getting it
into working condition ; laying cases, composing and work-
ing-off 2000 copies of a post 8vo. tract of 16 pages, con-
taining St. Paul's Epistles to the Ephesiansand Philippians.
A printer in London cannot form a correct idea of the
disadvantages under which | laboured in getting this up
and sending it out. In consequence of not having a single
lead, | was obliged to substitute paper and spaces for blank
lines. | hope the leads, &c. will speedily arrive. | have a
native assistant, a fine sharp boy of about fifteen years of
age ; if he prove steady he will be a valuable acquisition ;
he rolled nearly all the 2000 copies, and though he labours
under a great disadvantage in my not understanding the
language, yet he gets on remarkably well. | trust, dear
Sir, that considering all things you will be pleased with this
little ' pukapuka' (book), twelve copies of which you have
enclosed.'

PROGRESS OF RELIGION IN NEW ZEALAND.

Extract from Mr. G. Clarke's Journal.

" June 4, 1833.—| would acknowledge with gratitude the
goodness of our heavenly Father, in preserving and keeping
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us in health, and in peace, not only among the poor heathen,
but | trust also among ourselves, amidst discouragements
arising from the conduct of ungodly Europeans living upon
the island, and from the threatenings of the poor heathen,
who are continually told that our object is to enslave them.
We have very great encouragements to persevere in our
labour of love : adeep and | hope an abiding impression is
made upon the minds of the natives in general, that there
is areality in those truths which we are daily endeavouring
to make known. The old men do not hesitate to say,
that they are confident that their children will no longer be
guided by the lying vanities which have kept and do still
keep them in bondage to 'the god of this world.' A
general and growing regard to the Lord's day is another
pleasing feature of the present time; and it is a pleasing
circumstance that we are under the necessity of very con-
siderably enlarging our chapel, in order that we may find
room for the natives to sit and hear the preached Gospel.
It quite cheers me to see, on the Sunday morning, the
natives come flocking from the villages around us, many of
them an hour before the time of service, in order to get a
place in the chapel, and their attention in general would
put many congregations called Christian to the blush. The
villages which we visit on a Sunday, and where we have
regular congregations of from 50 to 150, lie at the distance
of from two to ten miles from our settlements. In every
village there are several of the natives who can read and
write, and a school is established among them by the na-
tives themselves, where a number are taught to read and
write, and old and young are taught their catechism.  Their
desire for books is very great; and we are all anxiously
waiting for Mr. Yate's return from Port Jackson, with the
books which he is carrying through the press, in order to
supply the native wants.'
Extract of a Letter from Mr. W. R. Wade, dated 10th
January, 1835.

‘Everything here is new and interesting. We already

fed ourselves at home, among Christian brethren and
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sisters ; and as to the natives, those | mean connected with
the mission settlement, both Mrs. Wade and myself were
much pleased with them : their habits seem strange at first
to an European, particularly the independence and famili-
arity of those who act as servants to the missionaries ; but
one thing very soon struck me, as speaking volumes to their
improved character,—the doors of the mission-houses stand
open the whole day, so that natives can come in and go out
at pleasure. Frequently anative man or woman will come
in, to see anything new, or to have alittle chat, and yet it
is avery rare occurrence for a single thing to be missing
from the premises.'

Extract of a Letter from Mr. W. Colenso, dated 11th
January, 1835.

' Throughout the island there appears to be an universal
movement, a mighty stirring of the people. The chiefs of
distant tribes come down to Waimate and this place, for
books and missionaries ; these seem to be the ne plus ultra
of their ambition. | have seen them myself gladly bring
their store of potatoes for a book.'

Extract of a Letter from Mr, R. Davis, dated Waimate,
14th December, 1835.

" A very considerable blessing has attended us, and great
alterations have taken place since our friend Mr. Yate left us.
When we last met at the Lord's table we had seventy-four
native communicants ; the number of candidates for bap-
tism is considerable, and their number is increasing. The
scene in the Waimate and its vicinity is much changed, and
we may truly be said to live in a civilized country ; our
neighbours, those not connected with the sea-ports, are
civil, courteous, honest, and teachable. Locks and bolts
are but little used and but little needed ; working tools are
safe, although lying in all directions. Ten years ago a per-
son scarcely dared to lay a tool down, as it was almost sure
to be stolen ; and even outside pockets were dangerous ap-
pendages to our clothing, as things were taken from them.'
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OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S DAY.
Extract from Mr. Davis's Journal, 25th June, 1832.

' Our chapel could not contain the whole of our congre-
gation yesterday, so that we shall have to enlarge it as soon
as possible. Ripi and his party continue to listen with
attention, and are steady in their attendance on the means
of grace. The manner in which the Lord's day is kept by
this tribe would shame many country parishes in England,
even where the Gospel is faithfully preached. Their fire-
wood is always prepared, and their potatoes scraped and got
ready on the Saturday afternoon, to be cooked on the
Sunday; and this is no new thing, as they have proceeded
in this way now for along time.'

Extract of a Letter from Mr. J. Shepherd, dated
18th June, 1834.

"1 now go near to the heads of Wangoroa, to a village,
the principal chief of which is Tupe, whose conduct is
highly praiseworthy ; and both he and his people call out
loudly for our attention. They have build a place of wor-
ship large enough to hold 200 persons ; they have regularly
morning and evening service therein, previously to which
they sound a hoe by striking another piece of iron against
it, to let al around know that the time for service has
arrived. This tribe is, | believe, punctual in keeping the
Lord's day. | have been there on the Lord's day when
from seven to eighty persons have attended, whose beha-
viour has been highly satisfactory and encouraging.'

AGENCY OF NATIVE TEACHERS IN NEW ZEALAND.

Extract from a Letter from Mr. R. Davis, 1831.

" You will, no doubt, be exceedingly glad to hear that the
natives are beginning to itinerate among their countrymen
to preach the gospel. Surely good times are near at hand
for this country. Some of the lads who are living with me,
and who have been principally brought up by us, go out
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now every Sunday, when the weather is fine, to speak
to their relatives on the subject of religion; and the
desire which these young men manifest for the salvation of
the souls of their countrymen, evidently points out the
nature of the religion which they profess.'

Extract from Mr. J. King's Journal, 12th December, 1832.

' Last month my son and | went to Tapuete, Takon, and
Matauri, and were three days amongst the natives, who
manifested an anxious desire to hear and to understand the
way of salvation. Some of them have natives living with
them, who had lived some time in the other settlements,
and who had taught them the catechisms by rote. They all
appeared very desirous to learn the meaning of what they
hear from time to time.'

Extract from the Rev. W. Williams's Journal, 13th Jan. 1832.

' We had to-day agood illustration of the portion of assist-
ance upon which we may calculate from our native teachers.
We sent two natives to Tepuke, two to Puketona, two to
Waikari, and two to the Kanaka, while my brother went up
to the Otuihu.'

4383. Mr. GLADSTONE.—AIlthough you laid
the principal stress upon the introduction of Chris-
tianity, you do not overlook civilization, but you
consider that civilization will be the natural com-
panion and consequence of the effect of the in-
troduction of Christianity?

Most certainly ; and | am very glad the ques-
tion has been put to me, because | rather feared
that perhaps | had not distinctly conveyed my
own impression upon that point, in what | pre-
vioudly stated to the Committee. Though | have

G
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a very clear opinion as to the efficacy of Christia-
nity as an instrument of civilization, | should not
be disposed to represent Christianity as preced-
ing civilization, because the moment Christian
principle begins to bear upon the mind of man,
from that moment his condition as a civilized
being advances, and hence Christianity and civi-
lization advance pari passu. It is therefore, |
conceive, impossible that civilization should stand
still, or not go on in its due ratio, so long as
Christian principle is duly brought to bear upon
the population.

4384. Do you think they stand in the relation
of cause and effect 1

Precisely.

4385. Mr. LUSHINGTON to Mr. BEECHAM.—
The Committee will be glad to hear your senti-
ments upon this question ?

My attention has been long directed to this
subject, and the firm conviction of my mind that
Christianity must precede civilization is the re-
sult of the inquiries and observations which |
have made. So far has my experience been from
proving that civilization is necessary to prepare
barbarous nations for the reception of the gospel,
that it has led me to the conclusion that the only
effectual way to civilize them is first to evangelize
them. | regard Christianity as the parent of
civilization, and am persuaded that true civiliza-
tion cannot be produced without it; | say true
civilization, because | am aware that a certain
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kind of civilization may exist unconnected with
Christianity. | have heard reference made to
ancient Greece and Rome, for the purpose of
showing that there may be civilization without
Christianity ; but if al true civilization includes
the humanities of life, then | must conclude that
those celebrated nations had not attained to it.
When | look, for instance, at the theatres of
Rome, and witness the gladiatorial shows and
fights of men with wild beasts, which were there
exhibited, and recollect that such spectacles of
cruelty constituted the amusements of the Roman
public ; and when | moreover remember that in
Rome there were no hospitals, no dispensaries,
no almshouses, no asylums for the deaf and dumb
and blind, in short, none of those humane and
charitable institutions which adorn our own Chris-
tian land, | cannot conclude that the civilization
of the classic heathen was anything better than
a splendid harbarism ; and whatever may be ad-
vanced in its praise, | must still, notwithstanding,
hold that true civilization, the only kind of civili-
zation that the Christian philanthropist can be
supposed anxious to promote, cannot be ori-
ginated but by means of Christianity.

4386. Mr. GLADSTONE.—Y ou are distinctly
of opinion that the communication of Christianity
must precede an attempt to convey civilization
through the understanding of man merely ?

Certainly.

4387. Mr. LUSHINGTON.—Will you give

G 2
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the reasons why you think the plan of civilization
cannot succeed ?

| would assign two reasons. In the first place,
the want of a suitable agency would alone go far
to secure its failure. The mere civilizing plan
does not, in my opinion, furnish motives powerful
enough to induce men to give up the comforts of
Christian and civilized society, and dwell among
barbarians, merely to teach them civilization.
There is nothing, as | think, but the love of the
souls of the heathen that will prove a motive pow-
erful enough to induce individuals to make such
sacrifices, and risk even life too. Men may be
found who are ready to lay their lives upon the
missionary altar, but | think you would not find
any considerable number of persons who are pre-
pared to sacrifice their lives merely to civilize
the heathen.

4388. Mr. GLADSTONE.—Would you not
aso extend that observation, that there are no
adequate motives to the persons that are to be
instructed ?

Yes ; but before | advert to that topic, | would
observe, that we have one case in our own expe-
rience as a missionary society, which illustrates
the principle | have last lad down. | am not
aware that our society has ever engaged in more
than one attempt to civilize the heathen, in order
to prepare them for the reception of the gospel:
about forty years since an attempt of that kind
was made by Dr. Coke, the founder of our mis-
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sions. He was induced to form a plan for the
purpose of introducing civilization among the
Foulahs, of Western Africa. A number of well-
disposed artizans of various descriptions were
engaged to go and settle among the Foulahs, and
it was calculated that after some progress had
been made in civilization, missionaries might then
be sent to preach the gospel to those whom civi-
lization should have thus prepared. This under-
taking made considerable stir at the time. It
was patronized by Mr. Wilberforce and other
leading men of the day, and great expectations
were excited respecting its success. However,
it faled entirely, and it faled for this very rea-
son, that the agents who were engaged to carry
the scheme into execution did not find sufficient
motives to induce them to persevere. They
reached Sierra Leone, and there their courage
faled them. The motives which had influenced
them to embark in the undertaking, were not
powerful enough to impel them to advance into
the interior of the country, and settle among the
Foulahs for the purpose of merely civilizing them.

4389. Mr. HOLLAND.—Were the whole of
these men mechanics, or people in that class of
life?

They were al mechanics—My statement of
the second reason that | have to assign why the
plan of beginning with civilization does not suc-
ceed, will furnish an answer to the question which
| only briefly noticed in passing. | do not think
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that civilization possesses attractions, or furnishes
motives powerful enough to induce savages to
forsake their course of life for its sake. Civilized
life is too tame, too insipid to charm the roving
barbarian, and his superstitions are generaly
found opposed to any change in his accustomed
course of life. You must bring the higher mo-
tives of the gospel to bear upon his mind, he
must be made to fed the great and important
truths of religion, before he will discover any-
thing desirable in the quietness and sobriety of
civilized life, or will dare to break through his
superstitions in order to pursue it. | believe that
the charm of the superstitions of the heathen
would alone, in many instances, be powerful
enough to prevent them from forsaking the cus-
toms of their ancestors, merely for the sake of
civilization. It is only when the truths of the
gospel produce their powerful effect upon the
minds of the heathen, and arouse them to a con-
sideration of their higher destinies; it is only
when they are brought under the influence of
a belief in the true religion, that they will dare to
break through the bondage of their superstitions,
and forsake their paternal customs, which are
generally bound up with the superstitions them-
selves.

I may be permitted to furnish an illustration or
two of the principle which | am now maintaining,
namely, that civilization does not furnish motives
sufficiently powerful to induce the heathen to
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renounce their former course of life. The first
of the cases to which | shall refer, is derived
from the experience of our society among the
Chippeway Indians in Upper Canada. | think
| stated to the Committee the other day that |
am personaly acquainted with a chief of that
nation; his Indian name is Kahkewaquonaby,
signifying Sacred Feathers, he being one of the
Eagle tribe: his Christian name is Peter Jones.
His father was a white man ; but he was brought
up with his Indian mother in the woods, and
therefore, as it respects his views and feelings, he
may be regarded as a thorough Indian. | have
conversed with him frequently on this subject.
| was aware that the governor of Upper Canada
had made many attempts to induce the Indians
to renounce their wandering life, and | wished
to ascertain from the chief himself what were his
views of the endeavours made by the governor in
their behaf, and how it was that they failed.
He said the fact was simply this, that the
offers of the governor had no charms for them ;
they could see nothing in civilized life sufficiently
attractive to induce them to give up their former
mode of living for the sake of it. He told me that
they gave the governor credit for very kind and
benevolent intentions; yet in answer to al his
applications, while they thanked him for his kind
intentions, they uniformly told him that they pre-
ferred their own mode of living to that followed
by Europeans. This again was the case with the
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Indians who are situated in the neighbourhood of
the river St. Clair. The governor made several
attempts to induce them aso to renounce their
wandering habits, and devote themselves to civi-
lized pursuits ; but they also refused, arguing in
the following strain : ' Who knows but that the
Munedoos (gods) would be angry with us for
abandoning our own waysi ' and concluded by
saying, ' We wish our great father the governor
to be informed that we fed thankful to him for
his goodwill towards us, but cannot accept of his
kind offers! It is true, that after some time one
of the tribes so far acceded to the governor's
proposals, as to consent that he should build them
some houses. He built a smal number for their
use; but it was altogether a fruitless experi-
ment. The Indians only occupied them occa
sionally, as they used their own huts, without any
reference to the comforts or pursuits of civilized
life. | have here a letter from the chief himself
in his own handwriting, in which he says, in re-
ference to the attempts that had thus been made
to promote civilization without Christianity, ' |
have heard of no instance in this part of the
country, where the plan of first civilizing the
heathen Indians ever succeeded.' Such is the
conclusion of the chief himself.

4390. Has your society since endeavoured to
introduce Christianity among the tribes to which
you have referred, as instances where the mere
civilizing process had failed ?
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Yes. To begin again with the Foulahs: al-
though Dr. Coke was not able to find men who
were willing to give up the comforts of civilized
life in order to teach them civilization, we easily
found men who would leave their native country
and go into theinterior of Africa and settle among
them, for the purpose of teaching them the
gospel. We commenced a mission amongst this
people about two or three years since. | am
happy to say that the mission is of the most
hopeful character; the Foulahs listen to the
gospel, and several of them have aready given
proof, by a change in their tempers and their
lives, that they have experienced its saving effi-
cacy.*

In regard to the Chippeway Indians, | have
to state that they are comprehended in our mis-
sionary plans, and that the success of our exer-
tions among them has been very great. The
chief to whom | have made reference was the
first convert to Christianity.

4391. Are any of the Foulahs Mahommedans ?

Some of them ; but the Foulahs among whom
we have commenced a mission are not.

4392. Have your missionaries made any com-
parison of the facility of converting the Mahom-
medan Foulahs, as compared with those of other
persuasions?

' The communicants, upwards of two hundred in number, on
Macarthy's Idand itsdf, the head of this Mission, are principally
' Liberated Africans' of various tribes and nations.—J. B.

G5
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They have hardly had time to do that, though
the accounts we have received from them are
very encouraging. The inquiries that many of
the Mahommedan Foulahs institute upon the
subject of Christianity, afford reason to hope that
the offers of the gospel will not be made to them
in vain. We have sent out a well-qualified in-
dividual for the express purpose of endeavouring
to reduce to a written form the Foulah and Man-
dingo languages, and to translate into those lan-
guages, as early as possible, portions of the sacred
Scriptures; and in his last communication he
says, it is his belief that if once the word of God
is communicated to the natives in their own lan-
guage, Mahommedanism will give way.

4393. Is it or not your general impression that a
Mahommedan is more stubborn and more difficult
to convert than almost any individual who is not
a Christian 1

Y es; there is something of a very untractable
character in Mahommedanism.

4394. MR. GLADSTONE. Even as compared
with the Hindoo, would you say the same ?

Yes. | should say that the Hindoo mind, as
far as my observation extends, is more accessible
to Christianity than the Mahommedan.

4395. MR. LUSHINGTON. Will you proceed
to your statement with respect to the Chippe-
ways?

The Indian chief of that nation with whom |
am acquainted, | have already said was the first
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convert to Christianity. He heard our mission-
aries preach on a visit they had made to the
Grand River, which led to a change in his reli-
gious views, and this was followed by a corre-
sponding alteration in his character and pursuits.
Since that time our endeavours have been at-
tended with such success, that we have now ten
very prosperous missions among the Chippeways
and Mohawks, and other Indians. We have
several native preachers among them. This same
chief has now for some years been a preacher,
and is engaged in translating the Scriptures into
the Chippeway language. He has, | believe,
completed the greater part of the New Testament,
which has been printed.

The last of the Indian stations that we have
formed is at the river St. Clair ; and our success
there has already been considerable. The mis
sionary had more than ordinary difficulties to
contend with; and he found it necessary, in order
to gain access to them, to travel with them: he
went out with them on their hunting expeditions,
that he might have an opportunity after the chance
to speak to them on the subject of Christianity ;
and his endeavours among them have succeeded
to a great extent. A very considerable number
of that body of Indians have now embraced Chris-
tianity, and have become a decidedly changed
people.

4396. Do you find that the plan of beginning
with the gospel generally succeeds ?
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Y es, not only with the Aborigines of America,
but also among the degraded negroes of the West
Indies, as well as the remains of the Charib race,
which formerly peopled those colonies; among
various tribes and nations of West and Southern
Africa, among the Hindoos of India, the Budhists
of Ceylon, the savage cannibals of New Zea-
land, and the other Islanders of the South Sea.
In the Friendly Islands, the results of our mis-
sionary operations are very remarkable. It is
scarcely ten years since we commenced our mis-
sions in that part of the world; and the ancient
idolatry of the people has been already to a very
great extent abolished. In the whole of the
Habai groupe there is not a single idolater re-
maining, and about 8,000 of the inhabitants of
Habai, Vavou and Tonga, have become com-
municants; while many hundreds of them are so
far advanced in Christian knowledge, that they
are now engaged in assisting the missionaries to
preach the Gospel, or in other ways teaching their
countrymen.

| would further remark, (generally,) upon the
plan of beginning with the Gospel, and say, that
success to a certain extent has invariably at-
tended our missionary exertions among the hea-
then. | do not know an instance in the expe-
rience of our society where our endeavours have
proved wholly abortive. Wherever we have
made attempts to introduce the Gospel among a
barbarous people, and have persevered in the
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use of suitable means, a degree of success has
always resulted.

And | would add a fact or two which com-
pletely demolish the theory that civilization is
necessary to prepare the way for Christianity:—

One fact is, that many of the most savage
tribes are more easily brought under the influ-
ence of Christianity than those nations that have
been for ages in a state of semi-civilization.
Take for instance, the case of China: | appre-
hend it will be generally admitted that China
presents greater obstacles to the introduction of
the Gospel than the most barbarous nations of
the earth. Look again at India, with its litera-
ture, its science, and its arts: | do not hesitate
to say, that, so far as our experience goes, we
find that many of the most ignorant and unculti-
vated heathen tribes receive the Gospel more
readily than the inhabitants of India.

The other fact to which | refer is, that where
the modern preparatory process has partialy
succeeded, so far from serving to prepare the
heathen for the Gospel, it has only made them
more savage and ferocious, and less disposed
than ever to embrace Christianity. The Mo-
hawk Indians are an instance of this; and | have
the opportunity of stating their case in the words
of one who is intimately acquainted with their
past and present circumstances. The Rev. Mr.
Ryerson, of Upper Canada, in a letter which |
have recently received from him, says,
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" A striking proof of the inefficacy of merely educational
instruction to civilize barbarous tribes, and of the power of
the gospel to civilize as well as to Christianize the most
vicious of the human race, is furnished by the Mohawk
nation of Indians in Upper Canada. The Mohawks are
one of the six nations of Indians to whom; at an early
period, His Majesty granted a large tract of land, situate
on the banks of the Grand River, the most fertile tract of
land in Upper Canada, lying in the heart of the province,
and surrounded by a white population.  Schools have been
established among the Mohawk nation upwards of forty
years. Most of them had been baptized by a clergyman
of the Church of England, who was appointed to visit them
once a year for that purpose. The greater part of them
were taught to read and write ; they were exhorted to till
the soil and cultivate the arts of civilized life; yet this
nation was more drunken, ferocious and vicious than any
one of the five other heathen nations on the Indian reserva-
tion. They were proverbially savage and revengeful, as well
as shrewd ; so as often to be the terror of their white neigh-
bours. In no respect was the social and civil condition of
the Mohawks practically and morally improved above that
of the neighbouring heathen tribes, by the mere educational
and civilizing process of forty years. The example and
vices of the Mohawks were often urged by their heathen
neighbours as an objection against the Christian religion
itself, when missionaries were sent among them. But a few
years ago (1825,) when the gospel was preached to these
Mohawk Indians, as well as to the several tribes of the
Chippeway Indians, a large portion of them embraced it
(as have others from that time to this,) and became at once
changed in their dispositions and reformed in their lives,
teachable, sober, honest and industrious, and are improving
in the arts of civilization, and cultivating the virtues and
charities of Christian life.’

4397. You have given evidence to show that
Christianity must precede civilization; does your
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experience equally show that wherever Chris-
tianity is introduced, civilization invariably fol-
lows?

Y es; our missions among the Indians of Upper
Canada furnish striking proofs of that. | have
already stated that the Chippeway Indians re-
jected the offers which the Government made to
induce them to renounce their roving course of
life; | have also shown that they embraced the
Gospel when it was afterwards preached to them ;
and | have now to offer evidence that they then
devoted themselves to the pursuits of civilized
life. No sooner were Kahkewagquonaby and
several of his people converted to the Chris-
tian faith, than they applied to the governor for
that very ad which they had previously re-
jected : this was afforded, and they settled on
the river Credit. But | prefer to state the case
in the words of the chief himself. | will deliver
in this letter, which | received from him in answer
to several questions that | had submitted to him,
embracing the topics which are now the subject
of your inquiry.

[The same was delivered in and read asfollows;]

Extract from a Letter addressed to the Rev. John Beecham,
by the Chippeway Indian Chief Kahkewaguonaby, other-
wise Peter Jones : dated Credit Misson, Upper Canada,
16th February, 1836.

"1 will now answer your questions in order :
' Question.—Whether the Chippeways, on embracing the
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gospel, did not immediately begin to apply themselves to
civilized pursuits ?

" Answer. —This has uniformly been the case with all the
tribes which have embraced the gospel. Immediately on
their conversion they have applied to the governor and
missionaries for assistance to enable them to settle down in
villages, and attend to the things that make for their pre-
sent happiness, as well as their spiritual welfare. Their
language is, 'give us missionaries, to tell usal about the
words of the Great Spirit; give us schools, that our children
may be taught to read the Bible; give us oxen to work
with, and men to show us how to work our farms," &c.

" Question—Whether the Christian Chippeways have not
made considerable advancement in civilization ?

'Answer.—The improvements the Christian Indians have
made has been the astonishment of all who knew them in
their pagan state. The change for the better has not only
extended in their hearts, views and feelings, but aso in their
personal appearance, and in their domestic and social con-
dition. Formerly they were in a wandering state, living in
wigwams, and depending on the chase for subsistence. The
Christian Chippeways are settled at the following places ;
viz. River Credit, Grape Island, Rice Lake, Mud Lake,
Lake Simcoe, Cold Water, Muncey Town, River St. Clair
(Wawanosh's tribe,) and Sahgeeng. At each of these places
they have made more or less progress in civilization, accord-
ing to the advantages they enjoyed.

The River Credit mission being the oldest station among
the Chippeways, | will give you an account of their present
temporal condition. About ten years ago this people had
no houses, no fields, no horses, no cattle, no pigs, and
no poultry. Each person could carry al he possessed
on his back without being much burthened. They are
now occupying about forty comfortable houses, most
of which are built of hewn logs, and a few of frame.
They are generally one-and-half story high, and about
twenty-four feet long and eighteen feet wide, with stone or
brick chimnies; two or three rooms in each house ; their
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furniture consists of tables, chairs, bedsteads, straw mat-
trasses, a few feather-beds, window-curtains, boxes and
trunks for their wearing apparel, small shelves fastened
against the wall for their books, closets for their cooking
utensils, cupboards for their plates, cups, saucers, knives,
and forks. Some have clocks and watches. They have no
carpets, but a few have mats laid on their floors. Thistribe
owns a saw-mill, a workshop, a blacksmith's shop and a
warehouse, the property of the whole community. They
have about 200 acres of land under cultivation, on which
they grow wheat, Indian corn or maize, oats, peas, potatoes,
pumpkins, and squashes. In their gardens they raise beans,
melons, cabbages, onions, &c. A few have planted fruit-
trees in their gardens, such as apple-trees, cherry-trees,
pear-trees, currant and gooseberry-bushes ; all these thrive
well here when properly cultivated. They have a number
of oxen, cows, horses, pigs, poultry, dogs, and cats; a few
barns and stables ; a few waggons and sleighs ; also all sorts
of farming implements. ' | guess,' as the Yankees say, it
would require an Indian as strong as Sampson to carry all
his goods and chattels on his back now. The clothing for
the men consists of a frock-coat, made of English cloth or
blanket, with a scarlet belt tied round the waist; calico
shirts, waistcoats, pantaloons, boots, and shoes, (but in
winter they generally wear moccasins, made of dressed deer
skins), socks, hats, &c. They have all to a man abolished
the practice of going bareheaded and the wearing of leggings,
as used to be the case, but at many of the new stations
they still wear leggings. The females wear short gowns,
mantles of cloth or blanket thrown over their shoulders,
cloth petticoats, leggings, shoes or moccasins, stockings,
broad-brimmed round hats, but many go without anything
on their heads. Their hair hangs behind, tied with aribbon
just at the back of their necks. The more civilized part of
the women wear cloaks instead of the blankets, and have a
shawl round their necks and shoulders exactly like the
English ladies. The Indian women at this mission have
left off the practice of wearing ear-bobs, nose-jewels, and
painting their faces.
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Question. Has not the condition of your women been
generally improved ?

Answer. The gospel has of atruth proved to be the
savour of life unto life among our poor degraded women.
In their heathen state, they were looked upon by the men
as inferior beings, and were treated as such. The women
were doomed to do all the drudgeries of life, such as making
of the wigmam ; the carrying the materials for the wigwams
in their wanderings ; the bringing in of the deer and bear,
killed by the men ; dressing the skin, cooking, and making
their clothing ; taking care of the children, providing fire-
wood and making the fires, planting the Indian corn, &c.
| rejoice to say, since the introduction of Christianity among
us, nearly all these heavy burdens have been removed from
the backs of our afflicted women. The men now see that
the women were not taken from the feet, to be trodden
upon, but that they were taken from the side of man, that
he might love her as his own body, and hold her fast close
to his side. The men now make the houses, plant the fields,
provide fuel and provisions for the house. The business of
the women is to manage the affairs of the house. They sew
and make garments for themselves and families, cook, wash
their clothing and dishes. The females eat with the men at
the same table. You will be glad to hear that they are not
insensible to the great things the Gospel has done for them.
| have often heard them expressing their thanks to the
Great Spirit for sending them missionaries to tell them the
words of eternal life, which have proved to be the means of
delivering them from a state of misery and degradation.'

4398. Have you any other proofs to the same
effect ?

Yes; | have several other proofs, derived from
our experience among the American Indians.
The same effects have been produced at our last-
formed mission, at St. Clair, as a our oldest
mission station at the river Credit. | have a
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letter in reply to one which | addressed to our
missionary there, proposing to him questions
similar to those which | submitted to the Indian
chief. This letter, athough of considerable
length, is too interesting to abridge. The mis-
sionary points out in the first instance the former
degraded state of the Indians at St. Clair; he
dwells upon their opposition to the introduction
of civilization among them previous to the preach-
ing of the Gospel ; and then goes on to show that
no sooner did they receive Christianity, than an
entire change in their character took place, and
they devoted themselves successfully to civilized
pursuits. With your permission | will deliver in
in this letter.

[The same was delivered in, and read as follows.-]

Copy of a Letter from the Rev. James Evans to the Rev.
John Beecham, dated Mission House, River St. Clair,
Upper Canada, 29th March, 1836.

To your first query, ' What were the condition and mode
of living of the St. Clair Indians, previous to their embracing
Christianity; and were they all Chippeways ?' | reply, They
are all Chippeways; and they were all drunkards, with one
exception ; not drunkards in alimited sense, but the most
abandoned and unblushing sots imaginable; they were never
sober when they could procure anything to intoxicate them:
they were idle in the extreme, never attending to any busi-
ness except hunting; the women being considered the
proper persons to manage the agricultural department, which
consisted of perhaps half an acre of maize or Indian corn
(seldom more), the greater part of the produce of which was
in general sold for whiskey at the spirit-store or the tavern ;
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in the vicinity of which places the greater part of their time
was spent, embracing every opportunity of soliciting from
the whites the means of gratifying their insatiable thirst for
the ' fire-water,' as they call ardent spirits. Their places of
abode, until about three years past, were bark wigwams ;
and such was their poverty and wretchedness, that could
my pen draw a faithful picture, and fully point out their ex-
treme misery, there were few indeed in the island of comforts
where you dwell, who would not charge me with exaggera-
tion ; but | assure you, that however dark the picture may
be shaded, ink would fail to give such a delineation as would
come up to the truth. Nor were the women far removed
from the men in vice ; nay, in some respects their very sex
enabled them to be more audaciously obscene. Therewere
but few of them who were not in the constant habit of
drinking to intoxication ; not being generally permitted to
partake with the men of the besotting draught, they would
occasionally make brooms, mats, or baskets, and sell them for
liquor; blankets, kettles, or even the clothing of their per-
sons, were sacrificed at the altar of bachanalian idolatry.
In these frequent scenes of beastly intoxication they could
scarcely be supposed to escape those abuses to which their
sex exposed them ; and as a natural consequence, a squalid,
sickly, puny generation are now destined to occupy the
places of this once healthy, athletic, and noble race of the
human species ; now generally degraded below the very
brute creation, at least in the vicinity of the white settle-
ments, through that baneful curse of the western world,
alcohol. Thus sinking in the slough of iniquity, the chil-
dren were exposed at times to the most severe sufferings
by hunger and nakedness. | have known many times a
family of small children left to spend several days and
nights in the wigwam alone, gathering a few sticks to warm
their shivering limbs, or wandering through the bushes to
obtain a few berries and roots, chewing the bark of the eim
and other trees to satisfy their hunger ; greedily devouring
the potato peelings and other refuse thrown out by the
whites; while their parents (now kind and affectionate) were
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rolling around some of those hotbeds of vice, those nurseries
of crime, the taverns. Polygamy was a prevailing vice
among these people ; nor was the man bound by any obli-
gation, sacred or moral, to support the woman any longer
than his caprice might dictate; consequently it was no
uncommon thing to see a woman and her children turned
out to provide for themselves (because, in the man's esti-
mation, another possessed greater charms), and thus doomed
to drag out a miserable existence, unless some other Indian
should request her to clean his fish, dress his venison, and
plant and hoe his corn. They were the most prodigal that
can be conceived : the annual payments made by the Crown
as a remuneration for their lands, together with the presents,
amounting to several thousand pounds sterling, were almost
useless ; nay, in many cases, worse than useless, by making
them indulge to a greater extent in drunkenness. | have
known scores of them to sell all their goods, thus obtained,
in two or three days. Such was their insatiable thirst for
liquor, that a quart or two would induce them to part with
anything they possessed, rather than forego the gratification
of a drunken frolic. | have known the Indians to live for
days on a dead horse, ox or other animal, rather than leave
the spot where they could procure whiskey. O my dear
Sir, you know little of their misery. | might fill a volume,
instead of a sheet, in answer to your queries; but | have
said sufficient to show that they were miserable, and | long
to turn my canvas and paint a brighter scene. For a brief,
comprehensive, and not by any means an exaggerated de-
scription of the Indian character while destitute of the
Gospel, | would refer you to Romans i. 29—31 ; to which
awful description may be added crimes of equal magnitude
in the sight of heaven, there unmentioned.

Your second query, ' Did they shew any disposition to
imitate the English in their civilized pursuits and modes of
living, before they embraced the Gospel ?* might be an-
swered at once in the negative ! but afew remarks may place
the subject in a clearer light. Three years ago His Britannic
Majesty's representative in this province (Sir John Col-
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borne,) who has ever been much interested in the civilization
and improvement of the Aborigines, caused sixteen houses
to be erected for their use and accommodation, together
with a residence for the Indian agent, a school-house, and a
mission-house, also furnishing a teacher for the school.
These houses, although very comfortable, were so little
prized by the Indians, that many of them were in a great
measure rendered uninhabitable at the time when they em-
braced Christianity, the windows and doors having in several
instances been completely destroyed; and but few of them
were ever occupied, excepting as an occasional shelter. No
furniture was found in them ; the Indians choosing rather
to follow their old habit of sitting on the floor and eating
with their fingers around the kettle, spreading their skins,
&c. on the floor as a bed. The school was so little regarded
that the teacher considered it unnecessary to attend , and
during the six months preceding their embracing Christianity
he only gave 13% days attendance, although receiving a
reasonable salary during the whole period. They generally
planted a little corn, but this is an old Indian custom, and
cannot be considered as an imitation of the whites. In fact,
1 know of nothing in which they imitated the English ex-
cepting in their vices.

Your third, and last query, 'Do the Indians, who have
embraced Christianity, now appear disposed to follow in-
dustrious occupations, or devote themselves to the pursuits
of civilized life ? will admit of a much more pleasing reply.
The first Indian at St. Clair who embraced Christianity was
one of the Metai, or conjurors; he had no corn-field, was
poor in the extreme, and aways drunk when he could pro-
cure liquor. He was baptized, together with his family,
the 10th December, 1834. He commenced clearing his
lands and splitting rails, and at the last fal reaped the re-
ward of his labour in a plentiful crop of corn, pumpkins,
turnips and potatoes, the produce of about an acre of land,
cleared and fenced with his own hands. In February, 1835,
the chief and several others were baptized and converted,
and each appeared to vie with the other who should give
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the strongest proofs of industrious habits. Last summer
these people mowed and stacked sixteen tons of wild hay,
for the wintering of four pair of oxen, which they now
possess for public use among them. They have during the
past winter split and drawn several thousand oak rails, with
which they are now about to engage in inclosing their
several fields of from one to three acres, where they propose
to sow some oats, peas, corn, &c. and in the fal to sow
wheat thereon. They are now comfortably clothed, having
made a good use of the goods received as payment and
presents, which were formerly wasted in liquor. Many of
the houses now present an appearance of neatness and
comfort. Tables, chairs, bedsteads, bed and window-hang-
ings and other necessaries, together with their regular family
worship established in every house, morning and evening,
proclaim, in language too forcible to be misunderstood,
' Christianity and civilization go hand in hand ;' and here
Christianity is the elder sister, and | believe everywhere
else. The school has been well attended during the winter,
averaging about thirty scholars; and as a proof that the
Indians are not, as heretofore, careless in this respect, | may
add that some of the families being now about four miles
back in the wood making sugar, (this being the season,)
frequently come in a morning and bring the children from
five to six years of age, and fetch them home again at night ;
SO anxious are they that their children should learn. Many
wonder how such a change could have taken place in so
short atime : the great secret is this, God has made them
new creatures. To his name be the glory ! and he will do
it to the heathen everywhere, if the Gospel continuesto be
proclaimed. This people are regular in their attendance
upon the ordinances of religion ; are peaceful and happy
among themselves, and will, if faithful, ere long be awealthy
and respectable collection of Indians.

| might point to other nations in Canada where Chris-
tianity has done more than at St. Clair, as it is only fifteen
months since the first Indian (at that station) has become
a Christian. In some of the missions, the Indians, who a
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few years ago were no less miserable than those of St.
Clair, are engaged in useful avocations, as joiners, shoe-
makers, printers, blacksmiths, &c, ; and there are likewise
places where years of well-directed effort have failed even to
civilize the Indians, nor will they succeed until the lever of
the Gospel shall raise them out of the mire of paganism and
ignorance. Then, and not till then, will civilization become
their delight.

MR. BEECHAM. | might here answer a question
proposed by a member of the Committee on Mon-
day, upon another point. | was asked, whether
since the introduction of Christianity among the
Indians of Upper Canada, there had been a
check given to the decrease of their population?

| believe this to be the fact. There is no dimi-
nution of numbers taking place among the Chris-
tian Indians; on the contrary, they are rather on
the increase.

4399. MR. GLADSTONE.—Do you think it
has been by the direct action of Christianity in
checking illicit intercourse, or that it has been
aso caused partly by the indirect action of Chris-
tianity in giving a fixed location to thetribes, and
thereby producing settled habits ?

| speak of the influence of Christianity gene-
rally. Christianity, by the change which it has
wrought in their character and pursuits, by saving
them from those destructive vices to which they
were given up, and promoting that industry which
procures for them the means of healthful sub-
sistence, has thus checked the evils under which
they were wasting away.
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4400. MR.WILSON.—AnNd by checking the
wars which were carried on ?

Yes; | speak of the entire effect of Christi-
anity ; and | think I may safely lay down this as
a general rule, that wherever the Gospel has not
been introduced among the Indians of Upper
Canada, there the process by which the diminu-
tion of their numbers is effected is steadily
going on; but wherever Christianity has been
established, there a check has been interposed to
the process of destruction ; and on the older
stations, among the tribes that have been the
greatest length of time under the influence of
Christian principles, there the population has
begun [somewhat] to increase.
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Dandeson Coates, Esg., the Rev. John Beecham,
and the Rev. William Ellis, called in; and
further  examined.

4401. CHAIRMAN to Mr. BEECHAM.—Have
you anything further to state, in order to show
that wherever Christianity is introduced, civiliza-
tion invariably follows ?

Upon a former occasion | referred, in support
of this conclusion, to our experience as a mis
sionary society among the Indians in Upper
Canada ; and the Methodist missions in the
United States, equally with those of Canada,
afford evidence to show that where Christianity
is introduced civilization follows; and the evi-
dence they furnish is likewise especially impor-
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tant and interesting, because it, too, stands in
striking contrast with the efforts that have been
made in the United States, on so extensive a
scale, to introduce civilization in the first instance
among the Indians. The work from which |
shall adduce this evidence is the officia history
or report of the Methodist missions in the United
States, drawn up by Dr. Bangs, under the direc-
tion of the board of managers.

| shall first refer to the misson among the
Wyandots, in the state of Ohio. 1 have selected
a few extracts for the purpose of showing the
progressive improvement in civilization which
the Christian Wyandot Indians have made. The
first extract is from Bishop M'Kendree's report
of the state of the Mission, in June, 1822.

4402. Mr. GLADSTONE.—Who is Bishop
M'Kendree ?

He is one of the bishops of the Methodist Epis-
copal church in the United States. He says,

' The first successful missionary that appeared among them
was Mr. Steward, a coloured man, and a member of our
church. The state of these Indians is thus described by
him, in aletter to a friend, dated in July last. ' The situa-
tion of the Wyandot nation of Indians when | first arrived
among them, near six years ago, may bejudged of from their
manner of living. Some of their houses were made of
small poles and covered with bark ; others of bark altoge-
ther. Their farms contained from about two acres to less
than half an acre. The women did nearly al the work that
was done. They had as many as two ploughsin the nation,
but these were seldom used. In aword, they werereally in
a savage state; but now they are building hewed log

H 2
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houses, with brick chimneys, cultivating their lands, and
successfully adopting the various agricultural arts. They
now manifest a relish for, and begin to enjoy the benefits
of civilization ; and it is probable that some will this year
raise an ample support for their families from the produce
of their farms.'

The second extract which | shall produce is a
letter from John Johnstone, Esg. government
agent among the Indians, dated Upper Sandusky,
Wyandot Mission, August 23d, 1823.

" Sir, | havejust closed a visit of several days in attending
to the state of the Indians at this place, and have had fre-
quent opportunities of examining the progress and condition
of the school and mission, under the management of the
Rev. James B. Finley. The building and improvements
of the establishment are substantial and extensive, and do
this gentleman great credit. The farm is under excellent
fence, and is in fine order, comprising about 140 acres in
pasture, corn and vegetables. There are about 50 acres of
corn, which, from present appearances, will yield 3,000
bushels. It is by much the finest crop which | have seen
this year ; has been well worked and is free from grass and
weeds. There are twelve acres in potatoes, cabbage, turnips
and gardens. Sixty children belong to the school, of which
fifty-one are Indians. These children are boarded and
lodged at the mission-house. They are orderly and atten-
tive, comprising every class, from the alphabet to reading in
the Bible. | am told by the teacher that they are apt in
learning, and that he is entirely satisfied with the progress
which they have made. They attend with the family regu-
larly to the duties of religion. The meeting-house on the
Sabbath is numerously and devoutly attended. A better
congregation in behaviour | have not beheld, and | believe
there can be no doubt that there are very many persons of
both sexes in the Wyandot nation who have experienced
the saving effects of the gospel upon their minds. Many



149

of the Indians are now settling on farms, and have comfort-
able houses and large fields. A spirit of order, industry and
improvement appears to prevail with that part of the nation
which has embraced Christianity, and this constitutes a full
half of the whole population. | do not intend to offer any
opinion here on the practicability of civilizing the Indians
under the present arrangements of the government, but
having spent a considerable portion of my life in managing
this description of people, | am free to declare that the
prospect of success here is greater than | have ever before
witnessed ; that this mission is ably and faithfully con-
ducted, and has the strongest claims upon the countenance
and support of the Methodist church, as well as the Chris-
tian public at large. | am authorized and requested by this
nation in council to present to the conference, and through
them to the members of the church, their thanks for the aid
and assistance rendered unto them by the mission-family
in their spiritual and temporal affairs.

The third extract in reference to this mission
is from the officid report, published in the year
1824, which is similar in its character to the pre-
ceding. It is as follows:

' We arrived at the mission-house on Friday evening, and
found the family and school-children in tolerable health.
On Saturday we visited the farm, the location of which is
delightful and convenient. They have reaped a small crop
of wheat and oats, and have about sixty acres of corn grow-
ing, as fine in appearance as any | have seen in the western
country. They aso have raised a fine crop of flax, and
have a great variety and abundant supply of vegetables.
Three very important purposes are answered by this depart-
ment of the missionary establishment. The family and
school are supplied with bread by their own labour ; the
boys are furnished with the opportunity and means of ac-
quiring a practical knowledge of agriculture; and an ex-
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ample is exhibited to the Indians, who frequently visit the
farm, observe the manner of cultivation, and the advantages
arising from it, and nothing is more obvious than their dis-
position to imitate. Hence their fields are opening, and in
many instances present the most pleasing and promising
appearance. The buildings on the farm are neat and con-
venient, but not sufficiently roomy for the accommodation
of the increasing household ; they will therefore be under
the necessity of enlarging them. They milk ten cows, and
make plenty of butter for the use of the family, which is
composed of about seventy persons.'

The fourth extract is the conclusion to the
report of the mission in 1832.

Such has been the commencement and progress of this
aboriginal mission as must for ever silence the cavils of those
who say that the natives of our forests cannot be reclaimed
from their heathenish state ; and also demonstrates that the
most effectual way to bring them over to a state of civil-
ization is first to introduce them to the blessings of Chris-
tianity.

The misson among the Cherokee Indians,
within the limits of Georgia, | will next refer
to. This mission possesses peculiar interest, be-
cause the Cherokees are one of the rare instances
where the previous civilizing process that had
been tried had been attended with partial success.
The first extract | shall present, in reference to
the Cherokee mission, is a report which was pre-
sented to the conference in 1823.

The expenditure of many thousands of dollars to give the
heathen science and occupation, without religion, is of but
little advantage to them , for after al their acquirements
they are still savages, unless their hearts be changed by the
power of the Gospel.
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This quotation has reference to the failure of
the previous civilizing plan, showing that what-
ever advance the Indians might have made in
human science and learning, yet as it regards
their morals and their dispositions they were still
savages.

The second extract is from the report of the
same mission in 1827, which gives a very satis-
factory account of the progress that the Chero-
kees were then making in Christianity and true
civilization.

Through the indefatigable labours of the missionaries this
mission extended its influence the succeeding year, so that
there were reported in 1827 about four hundred church
members, and the schools which had been established were in
aflourishing state. At the last Tenesse conference there
were four missionaries appointed to labour here, who,
together with a young native preacher, of the name of
Turtlefields, formed regular circuits, divided the converts
into classes, and administered to them the ordinances of the
gospel. These things had a most salutary influence on the
general manners and habits of the people. Instead of pur-
suing that roving life to which they had been accustomed,
and depending upon the chase for a livelihood, those who
embraced Christianity cultivated their lands, and attended to
their domestic duties.  Civil law was established throughout
the nation; meetings for divine worship were numerously
attended ; and the children were taught to read the Bible
as well as to attend to the duties of domestic life. ' The
traveller through their settlements,’ says the report of the
committee this year, 'observing cottages erected, regular
towns building, farms cultivated, the Sabbath regularly ob-
served, and almost an entire change in the character and
pursuits of the people, is ready to ask with surprise,' Whence
this mighty change'? Our only answer is, 'Such is the
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effect of the gospel." Here is a nation at our door, our
neighbours, remarkable for their ferocity and ignorance,
now giving the most striking evidence of the utility of
missionary exertions.

The last extract which | shall quote in refer-
ence to this mission is from the officid report
published in 1832. At this time the Georgian
government were endeavouring to remove the
Cherokees beyond the Mississipi River. This
had a very painful and unsettling effect: many
of the Indians refused to go, and one of our mis-
sionaries, for advocating their cause, was ar-
rested, imprisoned, and otherwise maltreated ;
and this was the case with two other missionaries.
But upon that point | need not dwell; it is only
necessary for me to show the progress which the
Cherokees had made in civilization up to that
time. The report says,

The state of civilization and domestic comfort to which
many of the Cherokees had arrived seems to favour the
opinion that they might, with suitable management and
encouragement, be reclaimed from their heathenish state,
and be fully brought fully under the power and saving in-
fluence of the gospel. They were aready formed into a
regular civil community, assimilating in their government to
the government of the United States ; laws were enacted by
the council of the state ; judges appointed, &c. and severa
of them had received the advantage of a polished education.
A new alphabet of their language had been invented, a
printing office established, and a weekly newspaper, called
the ' Cherokee Phoenix," ably conducted, was circulating
through the nation. All these things, together with the
flourishing state of religion, as heretofore detailed, certainly
indicate both a capacity and taste for religious, civil and
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literary improvement ; which, if properly directed and
suitably cultivated, might, it would seem, ensure them all
the blessings of civilized life, and of refined Christian
society.

Without quoting other instances in reference
to the proceedings of the Methodist society in
the United States, | will conclude by reading the
following extract from the officdd report pub-
lished in the year 1832. It is the general con-
clusion at which the managers had arrived, in
reference to the whole question of Christianity
and civilization in the United States.

From the first settlement of this country by Europeans,
whatever efforts may have been made by philanthropists to
civilize and Christianize the natives, (and certainly many
such efforts were made), and thus save them from bar-
barism and destruction, they have almost uniformly either
receded into the wilderness on the advance of civilized
society, or otherwise gradually melted away, and finally
become extinct. Whether an exception to this general rule
of calculation will be found in the present benevolent efforts
of the Christian community, which indeed have been at-
tended with a success hitherto unknown, time and future
events will disclose. It is certain, however, that so far as
the Methodist aboriginal missions are concerned, a different
method has been pursued, and so far, different results have
been witnessed. Instead of endeavouring first to introduce
among them the arts of civilized life, and thus gradually
preparing the way for their spiritual improvement and sal-
vation, the missionary has marched directly up to the savage
heart, adapted his mode of instruction to the condition of
the Indian, and his conversion to Christianity has followed.
This accomplished, he has been easily brought, by gentle
steps, to walk in the path of civilization.

H 5
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I might, in passing, here remark on the state-
ment in this quotation respecting the fruitless
attempts which have been made in America first
to civilize the Indians and then to Christianize
them, that although | have no documentary evi-
dence upon the subject, yet | know it to be the fact,
that so complete has been the failure of the mere
civilizing plan, that intelligent Americans have
been led, in consequence, to adopt the conclusion
that it is quite necessary to banish the Indians
from the neighbourhood of the white population,
on the supposition that they are not capable of
being reclaimed, or elevated into a civilized or
well-ordered community.

With the permission of the Committee, | will
now offer some evidence to show that civilization
has constantly followed our missionary exertions
in Africa, as well as in America.

To advert, first, to the Caffres at Wesleyville,
our oldest missionary station in Caffraria, | can
state that there has been a considerable advance-
ment made in civilization in the Congo tribe. |
have heard it maintained that he who raises a
savage people from the nomadic to an agricul-
tural state, effects a great and beneficial achieve-
ment. Now | am happy to say that the plough
was early introduced among the Ceffres of that
tribe by the Rev. William Shaw, who founded
the Wesleyville mission.  The introduction of
agriculture among the Caffres must be regarded
as an object of more than ordinary importance,
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The Caffres have been from time immemoria a
pastoral people, and their cattle have proved a
constant cause of irritation and dispute between
them and the frontier colonists. Let then agri-
culture be introduced among them, and let a
change be effected in their pursuits, and one
important step will be taken towards securing
friendly intercourse between them and the colony
for the future. Waggons, as well as the plough,
have been introduced at Wesleyville; the Euro-
pean costume has been adopted by the people;
they have built houses in the English fashion;
and a great variety of British manufactures have
been sent among them. Such was the demand
of the people of this tribe for British manufac-
tures, that Mr. Shaw applied to the government
to obtain permission to found a shop or store for
the sale of British goods; and | have seen a
letter which the chiefs addressed to the governor
some time afterwards, expostulating with him on
his proposing to abolish that establishment. The
press is very justly regarded as an important
subsidiary means for promoting civilization ; and
| have to state that we have long had a printing
establishment at Graham's Town, for the use of
the Caffre mission, where elementary books and
the Sacred Scriptures are published in the native
language. Education has also been introduced
among the Caffres. Just on the eve of the recent
war, our committee voted a considerable sum for
the purpose of founding a norma school, for
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training and qualifying Caffre youths to assist in
promoting education among their countrymen.
This institution will be commenced on Mr. Shaw's
return to Caffraria. | would only further remark
concerning our oldest Caffre mission, that the
Sabbath has been recognised by the proclamation
of the chiefs Pato, Kama and Congo, and that
the effect of the gospel in promoting public morals
and humanizing the people is observable by al
who visit that tribe.

At our Bechuana mission, too, on the north of
the colony, our efforts have been followed by an
incipient civilization. The present locality of
that mission is new. The people were under the
necessity of removing from their former situation,
in consequence of its unsuitableness, and are now
settled in the country formerly occupied by the
Bashutas, and which had been nearly depopulated
by the native wars. In this new locality, the
missionaries have an important sphere of useful-
ness among the Bechuanas, Corannas, Mantatees,
and the remainder of the Bashuta people, who
are settling in villages in the neighbourhood of
the mission stations. On this mission likewise
we have a press at work, which is furnishing
elementary books and portions of the Scriptures
in the Sichuana language; schools are esta-
blished; and at the last public school examina-
tion it was found that many of the children were
making satisfactory proficiency. Recently a plan
has been submitted to our committee by the mis-
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sionaries for forming a public store at this mission,
to enable the natives to obtain more readily the
use of British manufactures.

4402. MR. LUSHINGTON.—Are the several
tribes that you have just mentioned of kindred
habits?

They are.

| would next advert to the Little Namaquas,
within the northern colonial boundary. Khamies
Berg, among this people, was the first mission
commenced by our Society in South Africa. As
an evidence of the progress which has there been
made in civilization, | may refer to the 'general
laws and regulations' for the new and interesting
community, which has been formed by the care
and endeavours of the missionary. On examining
these, | find, in the first place, a variety of regu-
lations for encouraging building, farming, and
gardening, &c. In the next place, provision is
made for promoting education. It is enacted,
"that al the children shall attend school until
they have learned to read and write." | discover,
moreover, evidence of the care which was taken
to guard against the introduction of slavery, the
laws having been drawn up while slavery was in
existence. It was enacted, 'that to prevent
anything like slavery being carried on in this
place, every New Year's-day al who are or may
be taken as servants shall be assembled together,
and be free to serve their old masters, or hire
themselves to othersif they please, under a proper
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contract." Then, for the maintenance of those
laws and regulations, they have two overseers
whose term of office is two years, one going out
of office and another coming in every year. They
are appointed by the public voice; al persons
who are eighteen years of age, and who have
been two years at the station, being alowed to
vote at their election; and those overseers, as-
sisted by a council of six persons, chosen an-
nually, meet every month to manage the affars
of the institution and enforce its laws and regu-
lations.

Great Namaqualand also furnishes evidence of
the civilizing effects which follow the Gospel.
The attention of our society was directed to this
country several years since ; but the two mission-
aries who went thither on ajourney of observation
lost their lives in the undertaking, and during
several years no further step was taken towards
the formation of a mission; not that we lacked
agents courageous enough to renew the attempt,
but other circumstances prevented the immediate
prosecution of the design. However, about three
years ago we had the simultaneous offer of £200.
to aid us in commencing a mission in that coun-
try, and of the services of a missionary, and it was
resolved to attempt the establishment of a mis-
sion without further delay. The missionary was
sent, success has crowned the experiment; and
although the mission is of so very recent a date,
yet the latest letters from the missionary mention
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many pleasing instances of an infant civilization
already springing up among the people.

4403. MR.LUSHINGTON.—Did the murder
of those missionaries to whom you have alluded
arise from misunderstanding 1

No ; | believe not. It is understood that they
were murdered in the night, by persons who
wished to deprive them of the property which
they had about them.

4404. Is it consistent with your knowledge
that the murder was perpretated at the instance
of the chiefsi

No ; it was ascertained that it was not at the
instance of the chief.

4405. Was the present mission received with-
out hesitation ?

It was; but the missionary had considerable
difficulties to surmount, and for some time we
were doubtful whether he would be able to es
tablish himself. So considerable a change has,
however taken place in the views of the chief and
his people, and such a very evident effect has
been produced among them by the preaching of
the Gospel, that we now look upon that as a very
hopeful mission.

4406. Can you describe, shortly, the views
which the Great Namaqua nation entertain as to
religion and the Deity ?

| could not, in few words, describe with any par-
ticularity their views on such subjects. | may gene-
raly remark that they are very vague and absurd.
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4407. You suppose that they have some idea
of an over-ruling power ?

They have some idea of a superior, invisible
agency.

4408. Your general information regarding
barbarians has seldom, if ever, induced you to
come to the conclusion that there is no idea pre-
vails among them of some kind of supreme pro-
vidence?

| am of opinion that the heathen, almost uni-
versally, have some notion of invisible beings,
whose power they dread, and whose anger they
are anxious to appease. Few instances only, as
| should think, could be met with which would
form an exception to this rule.

4409. Are you aware of a single instance ?

| have been told by one of our missionaries
that he met with some few instances, in the
interior of Africa, of individuals who did not ap-
pear to him to possess an idea of any object of
religious regard. Too great stress must not,
however, be laid on such cases; because, in
similar instances, a lengthened acquaintance has
made it apparent that such persons, notwith-
standing, have had their objects of superstitious
fear. But although the notions which the heathen
almost universally possess of beings superior to
themselves, may perhaps be safely regarded as
proofs that the original revelation which God
made of himself has not been entirely obliterated
from the human mind, yet it is ever found to be
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the case that those notions make no approach to
correct ideas of the Supreme Being.

4410. Then the first communication of religious
truth as it relates to an all-presiding Deity, must
come with amost irresistible force upon a mind
totally unprepared for so sublime a revelation?

| judge that it is hardly possible to form any
adequate conception of the effect produced upon the
dark and ignorant pagan when he is first brought
under the influence of the scriptural doctrine of the
Deity, and al the accompanying sublime verities
of the Christian revelation. The force of these
truths seems to unchain his mind and touch the
springs of action in his soul, and he at once ap-
pears capable of efforts worthy of a rational and
immortal being, and may then be successfully
directed to such pursuits as are conducive to his
welfare.

4411. Will you proceed with the information
you were giving to the Committee ?

| have a copy of a letter from our missionary in
Great Namagualand, which has been received
since | was summoned to attend this Committee,
and which | will put in for the purpose of show-
ing what are the views entertained by the mis-
sionaries, of the great work in which they are
engaged. | am aware that there is a class of
persons who are disposed to regard missionaries
as visionaries and fanatics, that pay no regard
whatever to the temporal welfare of the heathen.
Now | give this letter for the purpose of showing
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that missionaries are not the extravagant enthu-
siasts which some represent them to be, but that
they look at the temporal welfare as well as the
higher interests of the objects of their charity ;
and that while it is their first business, their
primary aim, to promote their religious interests,
they are at the same time solicitous to introduce
such measures as may best promote, in the next
place, the work of civilization. The letter con-
tains a comprehensive plan for encouraging the
Great Namaquas to devote themselves to those
new pursuits for which they now manifest a taste,
until they shall rise into a civilized as well as
Christian people.

[The same was delivered in and read, as follows :]

Extract from a Letter addressed to the Secretaries of the
Wedeyan Missionary Society, by the Rev. Edward Cook,
dated Great Namagualand, South Africa, November 4,
1835.

Viewing the people of this and of other tribes, which it is
anticipated will unite for the advantages of moral and reli-
gious instruction, brought within a circuit convenient for the
care of three or four missionaries, and occasionaly indulging
my imagination with the idea of a town, and here and there
a village, rising around the barren spot upon which our hdf-
finished house stands, | have scarcely a hope that for many
years to come a sufficient quantity of bread-corn, vegetables,
&c. can be grown within the vicinity of such circuit; but
notwithstanding such may be the case, there appears at pre-
sent no reason to doubt that this situation is the best. Be
the kind, quality, and value of the products what they may,
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and admitting that Great Namaqualand is not likely to bear
a heavy population, in the result of its becoming a civilized
country, it will require and support a manufacturing town
more or less populous ; and for such a town the neighbour-
hood of the hot fountain possesses decided advantages, and
more especialy in reference to our primary object. There
will always be a good supply of water; fireewood, nearly
equal to coal, is very abundant; and of stone for building
there is no scarcity: | have not found lime-stone, but we
have good clay. The neighbourhood affords short hard
timber, tolerably adapted to common purposes, and of it
neat furniture may be made. The Orange River banks
afford fine long willows, and a few other kinds of valuable
wood, as well as a variety of other productions, highly im-
portant, and which will be conveniently got and prepared for
use when our projected establishment in that neighbour-
hood is formed. The station is central for the wandering
Namagquas north of us, as well as for the heathen and semi-
christian tribes spread over the country between us and the
colony; which circumstance, and the abundance of water
that it supplies, make it already a place of considerable re-
sort ; and perhaps the hot spring may, at some future period,
be an additional attraction. For grazing a thin proportion
of stock the pasturage is good. Cattle increase amazingly,
and after the rains fatten in a very short period. The people
have a few skins, wooden bowls, ostrich feathers, thatching
cord (which they make from the bark of the mimosatree),
&c. to dispose of. They kill afew wild animals for food, but
most frequently the zebra and camel-leopard. In the season
they gather a considerable quantity of honey, ostrich-eggs,
and a very nutritious and useful kind of bulb, which multi-
plies at the root, something like a potato, and when dried
and prepared very much resembles arrow-root. To prevent
the people from wandering, and to train them to the usages
of civilized life, | urge them to bring these productions, and
store them for their use on the station ; and, as an encour-
agement, occasionaly purchase from them. The plan of
exchanging cattle, &c. for corn | mentioned before, as also
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that of keeping cows to supply the most destitute with
milk ; the latter of which plans has aready done consider-
able good. The increase of the cows | have determined to
appropriate to the same destitute class, which measure will
enable some poor natives to hear the gospd, who otherwise
could not. | think a sort of genera bartering warehouse
would be a valuable acquisition, and perhaps hats and cut-
lery might be manufactured.  Such atrade would be a great
attraction, and with a proper person to manage it, would
redeem much of the missionary's time, which at present is
necessarily spent in instructing the natives ; and from what
| have been accustomed to do, | know it would be a cons-
derable advantage in supplying articles needed for the im-
mediate use of the misson, more particularly cattle for
slaughter. Possbly a schoolmaster might be obtained for
this place, who, with his wife, could manage the trading
concerns.  Perhaps something might be done to assist the
Great Namaqualand establishment, by buying corn in the
neighbourhood of the Khamies Berg, and storing it, to be
conveyed hither as opportunity may offer.  We think of
going to the Cape in four or five months, when we shall
have an opportunity of advising with Mr. Shaw and the
other missionaries, and | hope to be favoured with your
thoughts on the above proposition as early as convenient.

Our missions in Western Africa exhibit the
same indications of an approaching state of civil-
ization as do those in South Africa. | shall only
now refer to our recent mission among the Foul-
ahs. Although it has been commenced so very
lately, already a considerable improvement has
been made in the temporal condition of the people.
His Majesty's Government has kindly given six
hundred acres of land, on the Island of Macarthy,
where our mission premises are erected; and on
that six hundred acres of land our missionaries
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have already collected about thirty Foulah fami-
lies, who are settling there, and beginning to
turn their attention to civilization.® In the
schools that have been formed on the island, and
in the press which has been sent for printing
elementary books in the native languages, we
have at that newly-formed station an appara-
tus for introducing education among the people ;
and we are now in treaty with one of the native
chiefs for the purchase of a large tract of country,
contiguous to Macarthy's Island, on which to
settle some of the wandering tribes of the Foulahs.
The Foulahs, to whom we are directing our at-
tention, have no lands of their own; they are
found scattered among the Mandingo people; and
it has appeared desirable to ourselves and to
those gentlemen® who have kindly assisted usin
raising funds for the support of this mission, to
secure a tract of country on which, as they yield
to the influence of the Gospel, they may settle,
and have the opportunity of devoting themselves
to civilized pursuits.

! Whether any considerable number of Foulahs will perma-
nently settle on the island may however be doubted.—J. B.

To prevent mistake as to the principle on which these gentle-
men (Dr. Lindoe and others) are associated together for the pur-
pose of promoting civilization, as well as Christianity, among the
Foulahs and other Aborigines of Western Africa, it may be proper
to remark, that their design is not to prepare the natives for Chris-
tianity by aprevious civilizing process, but merely to assist those
whom the gospel has aready influenced, in applying themselves to
those civilizing pursuits to which it has disposed them. In their
CiVifl(i)|Z|i ng plans, they do not propose to go before the gospel, but
to follow it.
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In proof of the benefits resulting from our mis-
sionary exertions at Macarthy's Island, | may be
allowed to advert to a letter which we have re-
celved from Mr. Steinbach, the gentlemen ap-
pointed by Government to superintend the liber-
ated Africans at that island. He has been so well
satisfied with the good results of our missionary
endeavours there, in improving the character and
condition of the people, that he felt it to be his
duty to address us, although not a member of our
society, in order to bear his independent testi-
mony in favour of our mission, and to request
the continuance of the valuable services of the
missionaries.

I would advert, in the last place, to our mis-
sionary operations in the South Seas, for the
purpose of stating that we there in like manner
witness civilization following in the train of Chris-
tianity. | may state one fact, from which the
Committee will judge of the attention that is paid
to civilization in the Friendly Islands; the fact
that we frequently send out to our missions there
large quantities of articles of British manufacture
for the use of the people. Within the last few
months we have sent on board of one vessel goods
of various descriptions upwards of 1000l. in value.
1 may also observe that there likewise the lan-
guage has been reduced to a written form ; and
two presses are at work in the islands of the South
Sea, printing elementary books and portions of
the sacred Scriptures, and a third press has been
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recently applied for.! In connexion with this,
education is making similar progress, and at least
seven thousand children are receiving regular
instruction in the mission schools.

Having adduced evidence furnished by the
experience of our own society, with which that of
other missionary societies will, | doubt not, be
found to concur, in support of the conclusion,
that wherever the gospel is introduced civiliza-
tion invariably follows, | will not occupy the at-
tention of the Committee longer 